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FEw will approve of the action of
the Magistrate of Ahmedabad who
tried the conductors of Navajirnn’'and Ymmg India
in sentencing them tfo rigorous imprisonment,
" “while the Publio Prosecutor asked for only simple
imprisonment, Thea Maglstrate S reasoning was
that a sentence of rigorous imiprisonment was
called for in the present case as the prosecution and
conviction of Mr. Gandhi had produced no effect
on the conduct. of these papers. He shows very
little knowledge of history ofgf human nature by
this kind of reasoning and by expecting such a
result from his action. Those who transgress
the political sections of the eriminal Yaw do so out
of desp-seated convictions and are rot deterred by
the mere natura of the punishment. It is unfortu-
nate that persons who are in every way eateem-
able oitizens should feel impelled to defy the
authority of the State on certain cceasions. They
are not of the ordinary oriminal population and
. the ends of justice would be fully met in their
case by simple detention. Apy appearance of
vindiotiveness on the part of the State wonld
only defeat the very object of the imprisonment.
That.is why political prisoners are treated on m»
different footing from others in all -civilised coun.
tries. The faot that in Bombay no special treat-
.Jent is given them makes the Magistrate’s notion

all the more regrettable,
- » »

KHADDAR enthusiasts will be very
much disappointed to know from

the figures relating to the sea-borne
trade of the Madras Presidency during 1921-23,
a review of which has just been published
that during the period when khaddar propaganda
was most vigorous, the gquantity of foreign yarn
imported by the Pramdency inuraassd by Do less

A Harsh Sentencs.

Khnddar or Rwas
deshal P

time there was a decrease of 32 per cent. in the
quantity of foreigm eloth that was imported,
though the gnusual slump in all foreign trade and
the enhancement of customs duties go far to explain
thigs decrease. The resuli is more etriking when
a6 comparison is ‘made with pre-war conditions:
1913-14 1920-321 1921-22

Yarn imported in lakhs of 1bs. 120 - 67 84

Cloth imported in Iakhs of yds, 23,3F 6,27 4,24
The fall in the import of foreign dloth is most ra-
markable., Madras is pre-eminently -the province
of the hand-loom in which foreign yarn is largely
used for the manufasocture of superior cloth. 'We
are not at all soréy that that industry has not in
any way suffered on acoount of the propaganda for
the boycott of foreign yarn. On the other hand,
we are glad it is supplying increasing quantities
of hand-loom eloth to replace the fine imported
cloth. It may not be success for khaddar, but 1t
is certainly suocess for swadeshi.

* » L
NATIONALIST Maharashtra seems
almost evenly divided on non-co-
operation, most of the prominent men being obsti-
nately opposed to it and an energetic group of
junior men being in ita favour. As a matter of
fact if the -former pulled their full weight, they
oould easily overwhelm the adherents of non-co-~
operation, but they hardly ever give a square fight,
being always engaged in somewhat complicated
mancuvres designed to checkmate the other party,
The resultisthat theuninfluential but intrepid non-
so-operators van generally muster a larger strik-
ing force and get the better of their whilom leaders.
‘whenever the two faotions happen to measure
their strength. Latterly their struggle hus dege-
nerated into a peculiarly unseemly squabble, both
parties giving rein to their utmost capacity for
vituperation.o A desire was therefore expressed in
certain quarters that a halt should be called on
both sides to this pleasant but rather unedifying
poastime and an attempt made to establish a sort of
workable underastanding, if not a perfect reconoilia~
tion.’ - Accordingly a Compromise Committee was
-appointed which held its moetmg last week. After

In Mabiarastitia.

| 8 protraoted disoussion of the pointa at issue, the
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meeting discovered what anyone who iz not a non-
0o0-operator could have found out without any ela-
borate research, that no compromise was possible
between non-co-operation and its opposite. If Mr.
Kelkar and his'associates are eager to go into the
Connoils, as it is quite evident they are, they must
begin from now to undo some of the mischief pre-
viously done by them in dissuading voters from'
exercising their franchise, and they must also deo-
clare in an unambiguous way whether they intend,
after the olection, to give up their seats in the
Councils bacause of the requirement of an oath of
allegiauce, or whether they are committed to in-
disoriminate obstruction, or whether they will
follow the Liberal poliey of supporting all good
measures and opposing all bad ones,

» g * oy
BEING in the profession ourselves
we are naturally jealous of the
honour of journalism ; perhaps almost as jealous as
all our local contemporaries, And we must confess
to have felt misgivings now and again as to ‘the
lengths to which disagreement with a political
opponent or indignation at glaring abuses take
writers in our papers. On the one hand a journa-
list naturally must steer clear of mere abuse or
personalities, on the other his criticism will
surely lack all effectiveness, if it is oxpressed in
milk-and-water terms, insipid stuff incapable of
arresting a reader's attention, let alone rousing
his feelings. * Decent journalism™ is. the aim of
every journalist in the world, in India, even in
Maharashtra, but although the theory of decent
journalism is well known, its application often pre-
sents practical difficulties. All the more thankful
must one be when one is authoritatively given
some practical illustrations as to what is and what
is not “decent journalism.” The Mahratta (anpd
whose authority on such a subject could be greater ?)
in its issue of the 18th inst. castigates the Bombay
Chronicle, which 1is told to have exceeded gl
bounds of “decent journalism™ for referring to
stories implying that somebody was “amenable to
pressure from undesirable quarters.” This outrage
on decent journalism is held up for our exeeratio n,
and the terms in which the Mahratta does so in-
cludes reference to the Chronicle’s present editor
as a “penny-a-liner and political and religious
renegade,”” and once again, to the “presumptious
audacity for renegade mercenaries” to differ
from the Maharashtra party. Which of course is

“decent journalism.”
* *

ONE always likes to have c¢lean
opponents and we were therefore
glad when Swarajya was started in
Madras as a protest against the insincerity of thoge
non-co-operators who, while preaching pure swa-
deshi and other doctrines of Mr. Gandhi, flourished
onforeign advertisements and went about in foreign
clothes—not wearing khaddar even at publie
meetings. But the atmosphere of non-co-operation

e s P

Decent Journalism.

Want of
Trutbiulncss.

is 80 charged with insincerity that even Swarajya, }

the exponent of soul force, is unable to observe an
ordinary standard of truthfulness, Relying on the
vague report of a Ceylon paper, the Bombay
Chronicle coneluded that Mr, Sastri's ‘“‘staffs’
included two junior Sastris, ‘one a son and the
?ther a brother’ and wrote a malicious note on the
entourage’ being ‘as big as that of a second cousin
of the Prince of Wales who might choose to visit
and conciliate India.’ Swarajya reproduces this
note, pointing out, however, that the person men-
tioned as Mr. Sastri's son was not his son but a
n{ember of the Madras Education Scrvice. But it
did not ocour to our worthy contemporary eithed
to correct the Chronicle with regard to this “gtaffa™’
or to refrain from giving currency to a piece of
false information. Ifit could know that one of
these junior Sastris was in the Madras Education
Servioe, it could also know whether he was on Mr.
Sastri's staff or not. As for] the brother, he is a
well-known journalist in Madras carrying on his
profession within a furlong of Swarajya office.
The Chronicle might plead ignorance but not the
former. New India promptly contradicted the
Chronicle saying that these two Sastris only went
as far as Ceylontogive a send-off to their friend and
brother, but no one expacts the Chronicle to make
the ocorrection. Does Swarajya, also not know

betfer ?
* * *
MR, SASTRI'S acquiescence in the
Austraiy Boe . White Australia policy has been

severely criticised by some of our
contemporaries and among them by the BRombay
Chronicle with that fineness of feeling and express-
ion which of late has become so characteristic of
it while writing about Mr., Sastri, There seems
to be a general misconception in this country as
to what that policy really stands for. “White °
Australia”™ is a popular and rather misleading
expression. It does not mean the right of free and
unrestricted immigration for the white race and a
colour bar against the other races. Every year
hundreds of white immigrants, some of them from
England itself, are turned back and a few Asiatics
are admitted into the colony. What Australia
wants to prevent is the immigration of labourers
and artisans who are likely to lower the standard
of living in the Commonwealth. The law mentions
no race or nation by name but has given power to
the immigration officers to compel each immigrant
to write out fifty words in any language they
choose. This enables the Government tc rejeot
any undesirable person or class of persons. An
Australian writer says on this subject:

“It (the White Australia poliey) is not
grounded on race or colour prejudice. No mention
of that is made in the definition, for it is certain
that if there were white men as radically different
in ideals and as far beneath us in the standard of
living as Asiatios are, Australians would rejeet
them as immigrants with the same decision. But
as it happens that all the races who would flood
Australia upder free immigration are ‘coloured,®



JuNe 22, 1922.)

THE SERVART OF INDIA.

245

they will not trouble themselves to earn morsthan
is necessary to moet their absolute needs and are
a very merry poople.

The present writer has come in-personal touch
with the Bhils of Gujarat, who live in the Dohad
subdivision of the Panch Mahals and the adjoining
States of Revakantha and Mahikantha Agencies,
while doing relief work amongest them during
periods of distress due to bad seasonms. He has
therefore had some opportunity of observing the’
weaknesses as woll as the potentialities of that
race. With regard to the economie condition of
the Bhil, it may be said that as s general rule he is

“eompletely in the hands of his sowkar or money-

lender in good season or bad, unless he has com-
pletely lost his oredit. In good season he oarries
all his excess grain tothe sowear, who credits the
price thereof to his account. If he wants to buy
oloth for himself or his family or %o get his son
married, ha goes to' his sowkar, who is ready to
oblige him with the necessary amount. In case he
wants to have seed or to replace a dead bullock he
goes to him, and is oharged only 25 °/, as interest
up to the next harvest, i. e. for a period not exceed-
ing six months. The sowkar is his banker who
will not give him any interest for his deposit as it
is supposed to be idle money, but will charge him
quite a high rate when he has a minus balance,
A large land bank is a great neocessity to assist
him to escape the very kind attentions of a oclass
of men who live on the labour of the over-trustful
and illiterate Bhil. About twenty-five Co-operative
Credit Societies have been recently started for
them but this number has to bs greatly increased
beforeany appreoiable good can come out of them.
The Bhil is in very great Ys@wof the ‘ Mehtas*
( officiale ) of the all-powerful Government and of
the thousand and one regulations of the Sarkar.
He will allow himself to be subjacted to any zoolum
on the part of the petty officials. Though daring
. and physically powerful, he will not grumble in the
least against illegal exactions or corporal punish-
ment inflicted by a peon or a talati. Illiteracy is
his great enemy and he does not know how much
power lies behind the art of reading and writing.
" Recontly a faw day schools and boarding sohoolsare
started by Government, the Christian Missions and
other organizations in which the children are given
primary instruotion, but that is a very smallbegin.
ning. Itis not that they are indiffierent to learning,
but schools are not provided for them and the pro-
per clasa of teacher, one with a miesionary zeal, is
not coming forward. The present writer has had
the good fortune to supervise a fres boarding school
and a day school for Bhil boys recently started,
and these schools are availed of much beyond his
expectation and have filled with students.

An organization exolusively devoted to the
service of the Bhils in Gujarat is a great necessity.
It would he very effective if it undertook intensive
work for their social and economio betterment in a
small area. A devoted worker living among them
would be able among other things:

{a) By personal contact to inculcate in them
the habit of cleanliness and abstinence from
drink. To teach the children of both sexes the art
of reading and writing in schools to be started
and to adults the habits of industry and hard work.

(b) To give them protection from the greed of
the sowkar and to start co-operative credit and
stores sooieties. To secure him against the petty
tyranies of the police, forest and land revenue sub-
ordinates,

(¢) To hold periodical informal meetings and
to read to them stories from Ramayana and other
religious books and also to give them a certain
amount-of general information from the news-
papers. '

(d) To reform their customs in respect of
marriage, birth, death and guide their caste meet-
ings.

Steady and disinterested social workers from the
sducated and advanced classes are needed for carry-
ing on such missionary work for the uplift of a
soction of our countrymen. It is not asking too
much of Gujarat to supply a few such workers to
work there for about ten yearzs, if not for life.

A, V. THAKEAR,

OVERSEAS INDIA.

WREEN India, like its modern teacher England,
talks of Amerioa, it means North America, as if
the U. 8. A. and the Dominion of Canada was all
that mattered in the Western Hemisphers. But
a8 a matter of faot there are two Amerioas, an
Anglo-Saxon and a Latin one; and if the former
is actually more important to-day, it cannot be
doubted that to-morrow the potentially greater
Latin Amerioa wiil have overshadowed it.

Whilst the two Americas extend from 83°
north to 56° south, the ocompaot Anglo-Saxon
North, thoughresponsible for nearty half the total
area, only stretches sonth to 30° north-—the Latin
South consequently falling overwhelmingly into
the ftropies and sub-tropics with only about
15% of its total area in the temperate zone; but
even the remaining 85% of Latin America covers
an area four times that of the Indian Empire,
As for population, out of a total of 20 crores for.
the whole of both Americas, Canada and the
United States account for 12, leaving to Latin
Ameries, a population of one-fourth that of India,
{0 inhabit an area four times its size. This popu-
lation may again be conveniently grouped into
thres parts : Mexioo, West Indies, &eo. with nearly
three orores; Colomhia,Venezuela,Guiana and Brazil
over two;and Bolivia, Equador, Peru, Chile, and the -
LaTlata States with the balance of about three,
As regards area, the seoond group equals in size
the other two put together and therefore is of all
Latin America the most underpopulated, which is
only natural since it is an entirely tropical ares,
least of all suitad to immigration from Europe, if
one exoepts the southern States of Brazil which

resemble olosely the La Plata States.
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The population itself consists of the auto-
chthonous “ Red Indian ” races, upon which with-
in little more than four centuries two immigrant
streams have been superimposed, first from Europe,
second from Africa. Whilst the old Aztec popu-
lation in Mexico and the Inca people of the West
Andean region have successfully resisted the in.
vading waves of aliens and there still form an
important proportion of the total population, the
indigenous races in the rest of Latin Amarica
never had any degree of culture and to-day are a
rapidly vanishing factor. In the second group of
countries, to which I would call special attention,
the relative racial composition is as follows :

Ing:'lgsen- European.|African.| Mixed. %E

- Bs

Colombis | 600,000 | 400,000 1,400,000/1,600,000, 4
Venezuela/! 200,000 | 250,000 } 500,000 11,050,000, 2
Brazil 1,000,000 8,000,000:2,000,0007,000,000, 18

What however to us must be most interesting
about these countries, is the -fact that during the
last century there has been started a third wave
of immigration—this time from Asia. The history
of the surplus population of Asia trying to find a
vent in the empty spaces of the Western hemi-
gphere is best known in the Japanese attempts in
California and the Chinese ones in British Colum-
bia. But Latin America too has felt the impact
of these two Mongol races. At one time Mexico
was seriously alarmed by paper stunts fore-
shadowing its being swallowed up by Japan,
whilst Chinese indentured labour was tried in the
‘West Indies for some time, To-day it is Brazil
whioch ‘is receiving attention from Japan as a
potential colonizing field. But whilst so far neither
Chinese nor Japanese have *“ made good " in
Latin America, one Asiatic race has done so, and
that race happens to be the people of India.

The centre of gravity for India -in Latin
America lies in British Guiana, where arrived in
1838 the first “ East Indian Coolies™ for the sugar
plantations of Demerara. To-day 45°/, of the total
population of that Colony is East Indian; the next
important race being the African, who form 40% of
a total population of three lakhs, Mr. V. N. Tivary,
fresh from his two months' visit to this Colony,
has just been able to give to a Pocna audjence
a graphic account of the Indian community of
Guiana and Trinidad and must have whettaed the-

‘appetite of all his hearers, as he did my own, for
the forthcoming report of his Commission. Mean-
whiles we know already that this part of equatorial
America physically might be a part of India, so
nearly does it resemble it, and that Indians ¢an
and do flourish there exoeedingly ; indeed far and
away mors so than tha settlers of any other race.
Land, we were told, is passing rapidly into ex-
olusive Indian ownership and rice oultivation, a
purely Indian industry, is on the high road of

displacing tha sugar industry, for which apparent-
ly the country is not half as well adapted as for rioe
—and jute. To hear Mr. Tivary, was to have visions
of & second Bengal or Malabar in this far distant
continent, and one naturally hopes that as a result
of this Commission India as a whole will wake up
to its duty of seconding the efforts of its own kith
and kin, who are in a fair way of making possible
the adveut of a New India ip the western hemi-
sphere.

But one feels that whatever redress may be
necessary in respect of the grievances of our fellow-
countrymen in Guiana to-day ; whatever rearrange-
ment with the Colonial Office may have to be forced;
whatever those Colonial Indians' cultural needs
may be, the fulfilment of which they have a legiti-
mate right to expect from their motheriand—one
foeols, I aay, that the matter must no rest there,
but that, over and above all that ocours to one as
needful from the point of Indians there, there are
other considerations, more far-reaching and more
weightly perhaps; to be kept steadily in mind from
the point of view of Indians here. Directly it may
only be a question of the Indians of Guiana; in-
diraectly one surely ought boldly to envisage the re-
flex on India as & whole of & New India in Latin
America. Already Indians have spilled over from.
British and Dutch Guiana into Venezuela, Colom-}
bia, Brazil; not to speak of West Indian Iglands:
such a8 Trinidad. Latin America is of wonderful
natural wealth, untouched, untapped for want of
people. Those empty spaces are crying out for a
population that can deal swith its undeveloped
riches—and having proved the special worth of the
East Indian immigrant, it is not likely that thir
ory will or oan remain unheeded. Socomner or later
sons and daughters of India will come into thei
own there, as they already are coming into thei
own in British Guiana. If there they form 457 o
the population to-day, how long will it take unti
they form51°/,? And if s0 in British- Guiana, whj
not gradually in the suitable tracts of the adjoining
countries ? And these countries are not only in
dependent of European tutelage but free of th
colour bar already. It is not as intended for pe
petual cooliedom under a superior unpigment:
race whigh rules there, that Indians would have
colonize these parts. What then can hinder thefoun
ing of little ( or great!) Indias in South Americe
Not as if by such peaceful penetration one nece
sarily expected Indians to add some more Coloni
to the British Empire; nor even to establish

Indian Overseas * Empire " of their own.,

United States of North America are Anglo-¢
right snough without any political conn/
with either England or Saxony. Colonizatig
pnot necessarily mean annexation or domg

and, ons hopes, never will mean thy¢
Indians. - Joct
What then has India to gai/But

dreams came true and if part of whaflood
Latin America became an Indian gred,”
maintain, that good as such an event
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the pepuiar imagination has seized wupon . the
accident and let the essential go, in the name it

has given to the policy.”
* +* »*
THE power to restrict immigration

is inherent in every Statg and we
‘ believe no reasonable person would
object to ite exercise if it were not done in a
narrow spirit of exclusiveness. FEven thiokly
populated countries have had to resirict immigra-
tion when faced with undue economio competition
to their own inhabitants. Japan, for instanoce, has
general laws applicable to all foreigners alike. It
easily permits them entry if they are travellers,
~#tudents, merchants or missionaries from whom no
sconomioc evil is feared. But if they should be
Chinese labourers it refuses rpermission. It is
relevant to remember in this connection that the
Afghan Government prohibited the ' Indian
Mahajarins from entering Afghanistan on
econcmioc grounds wken they began to appear in
thousands, though on political and religious
grounds they should have been warmly welcomed.
If the Afghans or Chinese found life in Ipndis
attractive and began to ocompete with our dock
labour in Bcmbay or Caleutta, our provincial
Governments would not feel any hesitation intaking
suitable steps to keep them out. The same reasons
that induce & Government to adopt a protective
,tariff should induce it to rectriot immigration.
Bince ail that the Chronicle wants is that Indians
should not be excluded as Indians but only as a
regult of tests which should apply equally to all, we
do not understand why it should attack the
immigration policy of Australia, for in that country
Asiatics are not excluded as Asiatios but personal
tests are applied to the immigrants. This policy
can be traversed only if Indim&‘ﬂ'sist upon their
unrestrioted right of entry into Australia. India
has already agreed to sumender that right
temporarily and no ome who moquiesces in that
surrender, as the Chronicle does, oan cbject to the
line taken by Mr. Bastri in Australia,
#* L] »

The Right to
Restrict.

WHY Indians in Australia should
be so anxious’ for the franchise is
. not obvious to the Engltshman. Thou-
sands in India, possessing the franchise, do not
take the trouble to exercise it and in Australis
the number of Indiana is s0 small that their vote
cannot be effeotive. Is not therefore their griev.
~ ance purely sentimental ? asks our oontemporary.
This attitude is a olear illustration of the proverb-
ial lack of imagination of the average English-
_ﬂvqnn. In every European oountry there are -fsimi-
the gy thousands of people who do not care to exaer-
and a their right of voting, but for that reason their
and thinals are not denied the franchise in Australia,
®XPeCtéom having merely a sentimental value, the

AD y, the hands of a smeall community, is one of
;«rvica ost powerful instruments available to it for
t would pse of its grievances, Nor need any one
work for th®d of being ‘sentimental ' about the status

small area, 7"
would be abls:

Franchiss Sentl-
montal |

LORD WINTERTON’S SPEECH.

EARL WINTERTON'S review of the Indian situa-
tion is not such as to inspire much hope or confi-
dence in the polioy, if it can be 80 oalled, of those
who have acoeeded to power at the India Office
In respect to political affairs in'general, their aim
appears to be merely to carry on, to avoid taking
any palpably reactionary step but also to refrain
from giving any sign of a forward move in the

near future. Lord Winterton administered a rebuke

equally to those who asked for a whittling away of
the present reforms on the ground that they had
proved a failure and to those who asked for their
expansion on the ground that they had succeeded
remarksbly well, He admitted that in so far as
it was possible to pronounce an opinion on the
working of the Reform Act for the past eighteen
months, it must be regarded as a great suocess,
redounding to the credit of Indian statesmen, but
he thought it was extremely unwise to pull up the
young plant by the roots after such a brief inter-
val to see how it was growing. In this respect one

-feels that there is an entirely different spirit at

work at the India Office now from that which
prevailed under Mr. Montagu’s régime. Probably
if Mr. Montagu were asked “to define his policy
relating to further constitutional advanoce at the
present time, he too would have said something
similar, eo great is the reaction in English opinion
against India, but we know that Mr. Montagu
would ever have been on the watch for a propitious
moment when the question could be pressed on the
attention of England with a chance of sucoess.
Although therefore the outward gesture is thesame
on the part of the Conservative Ministers now in
power and the Liberal Minister who fell recently
from power, there is no doubt that India has
suffered s great deal by the faot that her destinies
are now wielded by administrators who have too
great a faith in the gradual development of self-
government to appreociate at their full worth the
requirements of the .present situation. India’s
onward march on the road to home rule sannot be
arrested except at grave peril o the Empire. And
we only want stateemen far-sighted enmough to
realise that mere cosiderations of prudence require
that the pace of reform in this eountry should be
aocelerated as muoh as possibla, Eari Winterton
and Lord Peel have not yet shown themselves to
be gifted with such a vision. .
The financial aurvey which the Under-Secre-
tary took in the budget speech also betrays a lack
of knowledge of the essential faots,. If there is one
difficulty from whioh India suffers more at this
hour than from another it is the large budget
deficits both in the provinces and at the centre,
and what is worse, there is no prospect of these
deficiis being wiped out in the immediate futurs,
but on the contrary there is every chance of their
growing in volume year after year, unless austere
sconomy is practisod in every branch of theadmini-
stration. Earl Winterton does not seem to have
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the popular imagination has seized. upon : the |.:

accident and lef the essential go, in the name it
has given to the policy.”
LR *
THE power to restriet immigration
is inherent in every State and we
. beliave no reasonable person would
object to its exercise if it were not done in a
narrow spirit of exoclusiveness. Even thickly
populated countries have had to resiriet immigra-
tion when faced with undue economie competition
to their own inhabitants. Japan, for instance, has
general laws applicable to all foreigners alike. It
easily permits them entry if they are travellers,
~&tudents, merchants or missionaries from whom no
economic evil is feared. But if they should be
Chinese labourers it refuses permission. It is
relevant to remember in this connection that the
Afghan Go_ve’rnment prohibited the Indian
Mahajarins from entering Afghanistan on
economic gropnds when they began to appear in
thousands, tsough on political and religious
grounds they should have been warmly welcomed,
If the Afghans or Chinese found life in India
atiractive and began to ccmpete with our doeck
labour in Bcmbay or Caleutta, our provineial
Governments would not feel any hesitation in taking
suitable steps to keep them out. The same reasons
that induce & Government to adopt a protective
tariff should induce it to restriet immigration.
Since all that the Chronicle wants is that Indians
should not be excluded as Indians but only as &
resuit of tests which should apply equally to all, we
do not understand why it should attack the
immigration policy of Australia, for in that country
Asiatics are not excluded as Asiatios but personal
tests are applied to the immigrants, This polioy
can be traversed only if Indians insist upon their
unrestricted right of entry into Australia. India
has already agreed to surrender that right
temporarily and no one who acquiesces in that
surrender, as the Chronicle does, can object to the

line taken by Mr. Sastri in Australia,
* * *

WHY Indians in Australia should

be so anxious' for the franchise is
" not obvious to the Englishman, Thou-
sands in India, possessing the franchise, do not
take the trouble to exercise it and in Australia
the number of Indians is so small that their vote
cannot be effective. Is not therefore their griev-
ance purely sentimental ?. asks our contemporary,
This attitude is a clear illustration of the proverb.
ial lack of imagination of the average Engligh-
man. In every European country there are simi-
larly thousands of peopls who do not care to exer-
cise their right of voting, but for that reason their
nationals are not denied the franchise in Australia,
Far from having merely a sentimental value, the

vote, in the hands of a small community, is one of
the most powerful instruments available to it for
the redress of its grievances, Nor need any one
be ashamed of being ‘sentimental’ about the status
. -of his country.

The Right to
Restrict.

Franchise Senti-
mental t

LORD WINTERTON’S SPEECH.

EARL WINTERTON'S review of the Indian situa-
tion is not such as to inspire much hope or confi-,
dence in the polioy, if it can be go ealled, of those
who have acceeded to power at the India Office
In respect to political affairs in'general, their aim
appears to be merely to carry on, to avoid taking
any palpably reactionary step but also to refrain
from giving any sign of a forward move in the
near future. Lord Winterton administered a rebuke
equally to those who agked for a whittling away of
the present reforms on the ground that they had
proved a failure and to those who asked for their
expangion on the ground that they had succeeded
remarkably well. He admitted that in so far as
it was possible to- pronounce an opinion on the
working of the Reform Act for the past eighteen
months, it must be regarded as a great suodess,
redounding to the credit of Indian statesmen, but
he thought it was extremely unwise to pull up the
young plant by the roota after such a brief inter-
val to see how it was growing. In this respeot one
feels that there is an entirely different spirit at
work at the India Office now from that which
provailed under Mr, Montagu's régime. Probably
if Mr, Montagu were asked “to define his policy
relating to further constitutional advance at the
present time, he too would have said something
similar, so great is the reaction in English opinion
sgainst India, but we know that Mr. Montagu
would ever have breen on the watch for a propitious
moment when the question could be pressed on the
attention of England with a chance of % 1coess.
Although therefore the cutward gesture is the ame
on the part of the Conservative Ministers now*dn
power and the Liberal Minister who fell recently
from power, there is nc doubt that India has
suffered o great deal by the fact that her destinies
are now wielded by administrators who have too
great a faith in the gradual development of self-
government to appreciate at their full worth the
requirements of the present situation. India’s
onward march on the road to home rule cannot be

[ arrested except at grave peril to the Empire. And

we only want statesmen far-sighted enough to
realise that mere cosiderations of prudence require
that the pace of reform in this country should be
accelerated as much as possible. Earl Winterton
and Lord Peel have not yet shown themselves to
be gifted with such a vision. _
The finanecial survey which the Under-Secre-
tary took in the budget speech also betrays a lack
of knowledge of the essential facts. If thereis one
difficulty from which India suffers more at this
hour -than from ancther it is the large budget
deficits both in the provineces and at the centre,
and what is worse, there is no prospect of these
deficits being wiped out in the immediate future,
but on the contrary there is every chance of their
growing in volume year after year, unless austere
economnmy is practised in every branch of the adminij-
stration, Earl Winterton does not seem to have
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~OMIree thore aould not be any donbt that suoh
-olaims for demands against a starving country like
.Russia wonld never be worth mudh more than the
“paper on which they were written, Still,as in the
«oase of Germany, such elasims snyhow had a high
~political value, which was particularly sought
in the expectation such claims offered of keeping
Russia and Germany permenantiy separated.For the
. Russians had filed counter-claims which were to
“have wiped out the original claims: but the Allies,
without questioning these counter-claims, referred

Russia to seotionl16 of the Treaty of Versailles,-

“ander which Russia’s right of sharing in the German
“§ndemnities was safeguarded—hoping -thereby to
raw Russia into the circle of Germany’s oreditors.

But the Russians refused to swim fnto this net. .On
the contrary, they joined the Germans and con-

-oluded a treaty under which both parties mutually

xenounced all war claims.

Now although, politically, the moment ochosen

“for making this treaty was inexpedient, since it

-was bound to irritate the other delegates, the lines

-of the treaty itself were absolutely right and real-

iy the first praciical step towards that international
zeconciliation and understanding, the mere talk
-about which on the part of the viotor-countries

-does little to persuade neutral observers "of their

-sincerity. Nevertheless—not to say therefore—this
.Russo—G-prman Treaty evoked a tremendous indig-
-pation 6n the part of a great many delegates. The
tlm?z'h political press, headed by M. Poincars,
ed the purely economioc treaty info a political
and military one and pounced upon it as the much
longed for opportunity of bringing the Conference
to & viclent and premature end. Lloyd George,
however, succeeded in bridging the diffioulties
<caused by their German Treaty and continued
megotiations with the Russians. Poincaré’s instruc-
tions to his representative Barthou- to sabotage
the Conference could thus under the stress of oir-
<oumstances oaly imperfectly be executed. ,
8till, the demands formulated in the Allies’
and Neutrals’ Memorandum of May 2nd against
Russia implied such material and spiritual saori-
fices on the part of the Soviet Governmeni as

one cannot undersiand exactly anybody ready

€0 undertake without gaining any adequate
quid pro quo. For if Rnssia needs the money
©of the Waestern Powers, the Western Powers
need equally the resources of Russia for their
-own recuperation. Butthe demands made came

+to this, that Rusaia was to recognize and take over

#ll the liabilities of the former tearistic government
and underiake after a delay of ten years to pay a
sum calculated at £1,000 million : whilst Russia’s
urgent request for direct governmental oredits was
as little met as even its modest desire for de jure

.reoognition. As a result the Russians of course

-declined the suggestions made to them—as olear-

.headed visitors of the Conference like J.M, Keynes
‘had expeoted from the beginning—and have offered
dnstead to submit all these finangial questions to a

specisl Commission of experts to meet at the

Hague. pmided the Soviat is given equal repre-
sentation thereon.

1t is in this way that the monster-omhma
of -the Genoa Conference has been reduced
to a little bit of chamber-musio, the enchant-
ing power of which howaver _is expecied
to be irresistible through the inolusion of a
special Lloyd-Georgisn peace flute. All partd
cipants shall for the duration of the Commis-
sion’s activities refrain from all hostile aots
aund respect all de facto frontiers. If, as seems to
be the case, these regulations are the final net
result of Genoa, one cannot but conolude that the
Conference has bean completely side-tracked.- Not
even the question of the rape by Poland of Viina
and East (Galieia was oconsidered in connection
with the affairs of Russia—thanks {20 the collabo-
ration of the Little ntente with France. It seoms
therefore hardly far fatched to fear that the labours
of the new Commission too will from the very
start be sabotaged by France and after some fime
quietly peter out.

At all events the Conference can at loast in so

- far be considered to have been held not aliogether

in vain, since at least it has shown to the warld

“where are to be found ;the bitter enemies of the

idea of European solidarity and peaceful compro-
mise, and how singlemindedly and regardless of
consequences these peuple work against everything
that might lead to a resl pacification of the world.
They have furthermore helped to, reduce the war.
psychosis amongst the representatives of the other
countries and, the fesling of European solidarity.
has at least to some little extent been strengthened
by Russia’s and Germany's readmission to the com-’
mon deliberations. On the other hand the utter.
impotence of the Neutrals has never been move.
painfully manifested. The one surprise has been.
to find that after all Poland and the Little Entente
were not being dominated by France to quite the
extent which the rest of Europe inad expested—a
significant indieation of the degree of infatuation
reached by France, which makes it impossible for
even her best friends to go with ber through thick
and thin. The latter event also proved that Russia
~shaken and mutilated though she be—is after
all too big to be treated en quantité négliyible by
her neighbour States. Czechoslovakia, for instance,
and some other countries have, according to the
latest news, concluded economic treaties after the
German mode! with Soviet Russia and in Finland
public opinion has just succeeded at the eleventh
hour to frustrate the ecountry’'s adhesion to the
Fra.ncophll Baltic Entente by forcing the Cabinet
to resign. All of whioh,proves that after all Paris
has managed to over-draw its bow.

More difficult is it to assess the consequenoces
to the Entente itself of this Genoa Conference.
The French press represents Germany as waiting
with feverish exoitement for the complete disrap-
tion of the Entente and working on their own part
in that direction. This is hazdly correct—for one "
knows only too well in Germany that, once free of
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the English brake, France would rush into the
Ruhr Basin and that still more evil days wouldbe
Germany's lot. On the other hand it does seem
high time that the world should make the French
people, who themselves are sensible and industrious,
understand that its destiniea are being guided by
politicians, whose infatuation borders on- madness.

LEVIN L. SCHUCKING.
Breslau, May 15.

WITHOUT COMMENT,

TREATMENT OF POLITICAL PRISONERS.

‘REPRESENTATION BY THE DECCAN SABHA.

THE ‘following representation on the subject of the Treat-
ment of Political Prisoners has been submitted to the Bombay
Government by the Secretaries of the Daccan Sabha:—

Weo have the honour, cn behalf of the Deocan Sabha, to
address to you the following representation on the spubject of
the treatruent of political offenders while in gaol. This ques-
tion has become very urgent now in the Bombay Presidency as
in other provinces, as on aceount of the non-co-operation move-
ment several persons of eduostion and high astation in stciety
have elected deliberately to coramit offences against the Siate
which antail upon them sentenes of imprisonment, with or
without hard labour, The information that we have been able
to obtain in regard to the treatment which such persona
receive in gaol in the Bombay Presidency leads us to conclude
that, while in individual cagses some amount of leniency is
shown, political offenders asa olass are not treated differently
from ordinary criminals.

2. That political offenders should be accorded specia]

ameliorative treatment is a principle on which, happily, it is
unneceseary to expatiate at great lemgth. It i8 sometimes
objeoted that what are popularly- ealled political offences often
involving as their direct consequence an cutbreak of lawless-
ness and the overthrow of putiic order, have nothing parti-
onlarly venial about them and perscne guilty of them do
not deserve less severe punishment or prison treatment
thap other offenders whose orimes perhaps have less disastrous
results from the point of view of the publie; also that if a prison:
which must always be & place of dread and discomfort, is ren”
dered a place of ease and comfort for political offenders, the
State would be putting a premium upon lawlessness. The
arswer to these objectiona is that the gravity of an offence is
meapured as well by the motive which inspired the offence
as by the consequences which it entails, and it is now regard-
ed as an axiom of penal discipline that persons guilty of offences
which do pot involve moral turpitude should receive milder
prison treatrmment than those who commit offences which
involve moral turpitude. The rafson d'elre of such a
discrimination in favour of political offenders is thus set out
by Mr. Frederic Harrizou :~—

* A political offonder should never be regarded and
punished in the same way as an ordinary oriminal. For the
former commits ofences not for any private gain but from
a sepse of public duty; instead of fesling himself hamiliated
he regarde hia act as a publlo service; he is looked upon
as a martyr by his own party and above all, though he may
be detested by his political opponents, he is not certainly
considered by them dishonoured. It is however guite
different with an ordinery conviot. No one will asspoiate
with a thief; the latter himseif will hang down his head in
sharoe when he comes a¢ross an honest man; in short, even
in bhis own estimate, he is but a degraded creature who
has lost his character as a seif-respecting human being."
3. The principle was vindicated, though in its more

limited form, in the House of Commons on March 27, 1922, by
the presant Under«Secretary of Btate for Indis, Earl Winterton,
when it was ehallenged by Col. Yate, Lord Winterton said, in
..p]y to a questiont—

“The general principle underlying the distinctions made
is that while a person who deliberately incites to viclent
orime deserves no less severe treatment than the person.
who actually commits such crime, there is a lacge class of
cases in which 2 man who, presnmably irom honest
motives, expresses political views the public vxpression of
whioh i3 an offence under the law, should not be subjscted
to humiliaticg treatment or olassed with orimiinals whose
offences show moral obliquity.”

No doubt, it is only in regard to the publioc expression of poli-
tioal opinions that a differentiationin prison dirsipline happens
to be justified here, but it is a principle oapable of more ex-
tended application. Indeed, the Goveroment of India have
already gone farther in recommendiog differential treatment
for political offenders than the Under-Seceratary’s reply,
striotly interpreted, would seem to warrant. For they have
suggested to all Local Governments that “persons recently
sentenced to rigorous imprironment under Act XIV of 1908 or "
under the Seditious Meetings Act should receive differential
treatment in jail in the matter of diet, clothing, labour, ete.”
(vide Legialative Assembly Debates of January 16, 1922,p. 1601).
This policy recommends special prison treatment for persons
convicted not only of an illegal expression of political viewa
but of a deliberate defiance of law, punishable under the
Criminal Law Amendment Act. '

4. Now we would earnestly plesd that the poiioy enunciat-
ed by the Government of India does not adequately meet the
requirements of the situation. Among the political ofenders
who have been awarded a sentence of imprisonment, there is
a considerable proportion of persons who have been convicted
under the political gections of she Indian Penal Code and the
Criminal Procedure Code and such perscns are in similar case
with thoss who are convicted under extraordinary laws like
the two Acts mentioned by the Government of India. If the
principle of special treatment for any olass of political offenders
is sonnd,it must comprehend within its scope all ¢lasses of such*
offenders who have neither committed nor inoited to acts of
violence; it must therefore clearly apply to offenders senten-
ced to imprisonment, e. g., under sectlons 124 A and 153 A,
Indian Penal Code, or for noo-compliance with orders made
under section 118 read with sectior 108, and also section 144 of
the Criminal Procedure Code, as well as to offenders sentenced
under the Seditious Mestings Act or the Criminal Law Amend-
raent Act. It is not possible to distinguish between these two.
classes of offenders on any valid prinoiple.

5. Nor can it be maintained that the policy laid down by
the Government of India forbids Lecal Governments to go
beyond the limits there defined. The admisistration of pri-
sons is & provincial subject, fully within the competence of the
Looal Governments. All that the Government of India have
done is to convey to the Local: Governments their wishes as
to the treatment in gaol of a certain class of political offenders
st a time when the extensive application of the Criminal: Law
Amendment Act and the Seditions Meetings Act had produced
a critjcal situation. Their silence as to the treatment of other
olasses of political prisoners is not to be interpreted into a
hostility on their part to extending special treatment to anwy
of these olasses, and in any case the Local Government®
have the power, if they have also the will, of giving effect in
its entirety to the principle which the Government of India
had occasion to recomsmend to them in a limited sphere.
Having acknowledged the principle to be sound, the Local
CGlovernments have no alternative but to oarry it to its logical
conclusion by ordering special treatment to be given to all
classes of political prisonets. )

6. In the Bombay Presidency there has been no occasion
to apply the Seditious Meetings Act or the Criminal Law
Amendment Act, and thereiore the public have no means of
kpowing definitely what the Bombay Government's attitude
is towards the Government of India's suggestion regarding
the treatment of persons convicted under those Acts. But it
i3 to be presumed that the Bombay Covernment is not opposed
to that suggestion, and that if there were any prisoners in
this Presidency convicted under the above-mentioned Acts, it
would not have been behindhand in carrying the suggestion
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the Indo-Americans themsslves, it would be in.
comparably better still for old India. Why has
Europe gained her supremacy, if not because she
has refused to remain within her original limita«
tions* Spaniard and Portuguese, Dutchman and
Frenochman and Englishman have expanded their
spiritual no less than their material worlds, by
ooming out of their shells, by ‘leaving the safe
routine of the past and venturing on the improvi-
sation of a novel future. They have learnt to aot
instead of dreaming; to act on their own, instead of
in accordance with mere precedent ; to venture gain.
.-ing & new world by risking to Iose both the old
and the new; to live dangerously, if only more

and more fully. They are as tha American slang |
' ‘polioy of a world empire and to decide the fate of

truly puts it, "live people.” On the other hand

self-contained, -self-oentred oountries as China, |
and Japan and India so largely have tbeen for g |

thousand years, are thereby condemned to stagna-
tion, atrophy, nay even, eventual degeneracy.
Asia is 50 prone to be satisfied with her great past
that she has forfeited her right to the present—and
uniess and until she relinquishes her self-com-
placent aloofness from the rest of the world, of

which after all she only forms a part, she will loge
her future too.

4 That is why Latin America in my opinion

ffers to India to-day her greatest opportunity.
The British Empire oannot complain. South
Afrion, East Africa, Canada, Australia do not
want further Indian immigrants. Very well, Only
let that not be taken by India either ar if thereby
her overseas episode had ended or as if she oould
do rfothing better than g0 on rgnning her head
agalnst a stonewall. If wittin the Brifish Empire an
Indian is not welocome, it is well to remember that
outside of it there' are not a few oountries only
00 eager to invite his help and co-operation. If
to-day Indian enterprise got in touch with aome
of the equatorial States of Brazil, for instance,
t]:_lere is no doubt that such immigration and oolo.
nization by Indians would be most warmly wel-
eomed and would receive whole-hearted support
there—without the shadow of any suspicion of un.
equal status or racial inferiority. The right hand
of fellowship would go out to them, as it oannot,
a:las, to-day go out to a * soloured * man by any
" white " government,.

Let India then strike out on the new path that
Providenoce seems $o be opening before her: let
her create new worlds, as she is capable of doing ;
let her set up free daughter nations of her own
oulture, untrammelied by white domination—and
the quickening stream of new life oannot but surge
baok upon the tand from which it flowed originale
Iy, fertilizing its own old oivilization into » second
and even more fruitful harveat.! Here is the oppor
tunity ¢ will India redeem it ¢

H. C. E. ZACHARIAS,

THE RESULTS OF THE GENOA
CONFERENCE.
I

THOUGH the Genoa Conference has not yet actu-
ally terminated, it is rapidly drawing to its close
and its balande may well be struck. |There is no

. doubt that Genoa means a simply orushing defeat

of the Lloyd George policy. Mz, Lloyd George’s
adherents are quite right in praising ghis extra-

" ordinary adroitness in dealing with men and in
- admiring that skill of his—amounting to genius—
- of sailing against the wind and of restoring equili-
- brium to almost hopeless situations. But are such

qualities indeed all that is needed to direct the

millions and millions of human beings? One
cannot but admire the tenacity with which Lloyd
George is fighting the imperialism of France, but

' he aotually seems more like a driver who, having

been huried from his seat on the coach, tries to
run alongeide in an effort of picking up the reins
again, without as yet being able to check in the
least the furious pace of his bolting team. But
whose is the fault that the bolting French horses are
to-day able to drag the coach of Eurcopean oiviliza-
tioh so irresistibly towards the precipice, no
longer controllable by the reins of ecommonsense ?
Does no g\i_ilt attach to the driver himself ? .
The English people entered the world war w:tﬁ
two objects in view., For one thing they had to
frustrate Germany’s attempt at gaining a perma-
nent foothold in Belgium: which, if successful,
would have constituted an equally permanent
menace to England. For another, they nad to
preserve the prinociple of the European equilibrium
which has been England’s policy since the days of
Pitt and which undoubtedly was jeopardised by an
aver stronger and ever more threatening German
militarism. But there canme during the progress
of the war a moment, when those ends of England
had actually been accomplished ; and at that mo-
ment & truly far-seeing statesman, had} there been
such a one at the head of the British Empire, would
have made peace. Even such an apostle of violenoce
as Bismarck was in 1866 almost timidly careful
not to push his huge military advantages against
Austris as far as the momentary situation would
have permitted him to do, because he was keeping
his eye on the future. Not so Lloyd Georze!
Allowing himself to be carried away by the enthu-
siasm, the jingoism, the political heedlessness of
the masses, ha became the advocate of a policy of
the knook-out blow and refused to stay his hand,
until the enemy had actually dropped unconscious
on the ground, What was the result for Eng-
laud? Fora domionation of Europe by Germany
was substituted that by France—and thus the
pringiple of the European equilibrium remained
not only threatened, but had ‘actuslly dis-
appeared. As regards Belgium, its neutrality, which
had been the object of so much anxiety and of so
many saorifices, was equally destroyed by the
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Franco-Belgian Military Convention which deli-
vered Belgium inéo the hands of France.

All steps that Lloyd George has taken since,
including his very latest, have been nothing but
vain attempts ‘at repairing or at least mitigating
the almost incredibly stupid mistake made by him
then. All his otherwise so admirable qualities,
however, have availed him nothing ; for even the
greatest skill, successful though it be in composing
& domestic strike of transport workers, is poor
substitute for the statesmanship required in world
politics, Take the paradox of the premisses on
which the .Genoa Conference assembled. The
Versailles Treaty, Reparations and Disarmament
were barred. Bué what use is there in a consulta-
tion of doctors who may not refer to the disease,
nor to its etiology, nor to its symptoms ? And the
disease is gaining ground daily. One oalculates
that there are in Europe about four, in the whole
world about ten million unemployed—which means
that, including the families dependent on them,
there are at least twelve million people in Europe
fo-day and nearly thirty millions in the whole
world who have been deprived of their usual in-
oome. Since the Armistice 25,000 million gold
francs have been apent, privately and publicly, on
the maintenance of these out-of-works; in 1921
alone 10,000 millions. The loss in wages since
the termination of the war amounts to about-60,000
million gold franes, whilst the decrease in the
amount of goods produced—due to the non-utiliza-
tion of available: 1abour and plant—represents a
further loss of more than 100,000 million gold
francs, Everywhere the purchasing power of the
people has dropped to a quite terrifying extent.
Whilst millions in central and eastern Europe go
about in rags and have been forced into involun-
tary vegetarianism, the great sheep-masters of
South America have to kill a large proportion of
their flocks, as they ocannot find purchasers
for their wool nor even e,nough money to pay
the sheep-shearers. Whilst in Russia twenty
million people are literally starving to death,
wheat is used as fuel in other parts of the world.
Germany has been forced to make incessant pay-
ments and, to do this, has to buy foreign exchange
which it pays for by an issue of paper money, the
value of which decroases as its volume increases.
Its domestic market being too pauperized to con-
sume, Germany is forced to resort on a huge scale
to a policy of dumping abroad and thus obtains
by a feverish activity of its industry the means of
obtaining money from abroad. These cheap (er-
man products on their part result in unemploy-
ment in all parts of the world.

This truly insane state of affairsa calls for a
statesman capable of and willing to deal radically
with it: and only a complete revision of the Var-
sailles Treaty can effeot this. There is not a
political economist in the world who does not
agree that the German liabilities have to be reduc-
ed from the fantastio figure at which it has pleased
France to assess them to the modicum of an

amount which Germany can be reasonably expeot-
ed to meet. Oniy thus would it be possible to re-

‘establish German credit, thus enabling Germany

to raise a foreign loan; oaly thus could the eco-

nomic recovery of the world be restarted. But of

course, in that case Germany too would be regain-

ing strength. And, frankly, that would be a

menace if Germany was still the old Germany of

the Kaiser. But from a demoocratic and demilita-

rized Germany the world has got nothing to fear.

The world has no interest in keeping Germany for

ever on her sick-bed: on the contrary, heavy

damage is thereby inflicted on all. Only an im<
perialistic France has the very greatest interest in
keeping Germany for ever in a state of utter im-

potence : for only thus can she hope to achieve

her purpose, which consists in depriving Germany

permanently of Saar District and Rhineland,

thus perpetuating the military supremacy of’
France over the whole of Europe,—ends which are

quite openly confessed in Paris.

Since, then, the interests of France are dia-
metrically opposed to those of the rest, it would
obviously be the first and most urgent task of a
real statesman, to get beyond war and after-war-
psychoses and at all costs talke resolute action in
the only possible direotion, even though such
action meant the end of a friendship, however
precious. At all events the world did expect thatk
at least the first few steps towards sanity would
be taker at Genoa—did expect it, notwithstanding
all that had happened before. But of that expec-
tation, needless to say, not even the least fraction
has been fulfilled.

IL

THE cream of Europe's financial and economic
experts assembled at Genoa: Wut all their fine
resolutions are not likely in future tc have evem
the slightest practical importance. Already during
the Conference they were completely put into the
shade by the one great problem, the discussion of
which the French censor mundi had kindly per-
mitted—viz. the question of re-establishing rela-
tions with Russia. The desperate economic posi-
tion of Russia compelled representatives of the
Soviet to come to Genoa, and Mr. Lloyd George
obviously believed that thie position would make
tha Russians ready to give way. But in Moscow
these dangers, to which one would have to expose
oneselfat Genoa, had been quite accurately realised.
long before the Conference met and the watchword
had been openly given out in Moscow that at all
costs a Russian Versailles was to be prevented.
‘When the negotiations with the Russian dele-
gates began, it became manifest that the Russian
fears had not besen unfounded. According to the
financial member of the Russian delegation, M
Rakowski, the allied demands amcvunted to bet-
ween 62,000 and 68,000 million gold francs, plus
1500 million interest—:i. e. more than 14 the
total income of Russia and more than the
total expenditure of the Russian budget. Of
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into effecr. Consequently, we would' urgelupon tho Bombay
Government the necessity of giving preferential treatment to
“theae politioal prisoners whom it has UpOR ite hands.

7. Infaot what we have been pressing upon the Bombay
Government has already beern’ put¢ in force in a greater or
swmaller degres by severaj other Local Governments. In the
United Provinoces and Bihar and Orisas, to selest only two
exsmples, the Government® conocerned have already issued
orders to the effect that special ameliorative treatmenst should

" be given to politioal prisoners conviated under the ordinary
faw. It should be observed that in thess provinoes such
prisoners are not given special treatment for reasons of
hesnlth alone, but in virtue of the fact that they are politioal
offenders as contradistinguished from ordinary criminals. In
the United Provinces a large number of prisoners dentenosd

“ wnder the Criminal Law Amendment Aot are being treated as
first-olass misdemeanants used to be treated in England and
a large number of political priconers sentenced under other
laws than the Criminal Law Amendment Aot are being ac-
corded special treatment as second-olass mirdemsanants, and
& number of the latter olass of prisoners, “though gentenced to
rigorous impriaongfnt io the first instance, have not in :faotk
been subjected to ordinary gaol labour amd digoipline.” In

‘Bihar and Orissa the rule in regard to this matter appears to
be move satisfactory, Inasmuch as (i) prisoners sentenced under
the ordinary law as well ag thoge septenord under the two ape-
cial Aots are treated as first-olass misdemeanants, and (ii) it ia
ot left to the discretion of the gaoler or any other official to
sanction or refuse special treatmeat to any individual pri-
‘¥#oner, the gaoler being required to follow general instructions
which do not vary in individual oases. Ths Inspeotor-General
of Prisons in that Province has ordered the gaolers under him
to treat all prisoners sentenced under the Criminal Law
Amendment Aot, section 124 A and 153 A, Indian Penal Code
or section 108 read with section 118 of the Orimina] Praoedure'
Code “ap if they had beern sentenced to simple imprisooment,"*
Tt is claimed by him shat the rules in foree in Bihar and Orisaa.
to all inten*s and purposes presoribe the same level of sreat-
ment fur political prisoners as is prevalent in Euogland, for in
Eogland persous convicted of sedition or sediticus likel are
treated as ofenders of the first divigiongand this olass, he
8ays, corresponds more or less to persons é}!‘mmcad to iit;:lple
imprisonment in India. The faot, however, would seem to be
that the treatment acoorded to first division offenders is
equivalent to sivil imprisonment, and thug persons. convioted
of gedition are entitled to bstter treatment in Enéla.nd than
any olaas of political offenders obtains aoywhere in India.

8. It in the desire of the Government of India, as v;ould
appea* from Earl Winterton's reply o Col, Wedgwood's ques-
‘tion in the House of Commone on April 11, 1922, to seoure unj-
formity of practice in all provinces in the treatment of politi.
oal offenders. The Dessan Sabha begs to suggest that the
uniformity should be secursd on thae. best and not on the
worst medel, and that the Bonbay Government should level
up its prison treatment instend of the Bihar and Orissa Goy-
-ernment leveling down its standard o suit Bombay. Another
consideration may be advanced here.  In some provinoces
difficulty is made by the Loosl Governmenta on account of the
fact that a proportion of the political offenders they have to
dea] with are riffraffs hired for the occasjon with the avowed
purposs of going to prison, and it in maintained that what-
ever privileges it may be right to grant to persons who cornmit,
offences from & genuine if raistaken sense of publio duty, it
must be wrong to extend guch previleges +o mere hirelings,
The sombay Presidsnoy ia generally frae from this diffi-
culty. Here, presumably, she politionl offenders act from
honeet motives and are therefore entitled to the kind of
spevial treatinent which ia accorded to them, ¢. g., in Bihar

and Orlaea.

9. The Bombay Government will perhaps oall for a pre-
oise definition of *political prisoness'’ and the ameliorations
whioh it is desired such prisoners should receive in their pri-
son trestment. KFortunately, We are enabled to oite here a
statement lssued by the Irish Government on April 20, 1920,

whichfeontaine auch :definitions. ZThe Deccan Sabha will ba,
oontent if the provisions set out.therein are made applicable’
to the:Bombay Presidency.

;0. - Wo aak for special treatment for politieal prisonsrs
because we are convinoed that it is right in principle to do so-
But this argument from abstract prineiple s also reinforoed
by_ consideration of expediency. We have no doubt in ocur
mind that there will be an appreciable redustion in the
amount of bitterness which a large portion of the politically=

-minded sections of the community feel against¢ the British

Government becauss of its pursuit of a policy involving the
impriscnment of many persons,if proof is afforded to them
cg_ the (Government’a desire not to be vindictive towards these
whom public policy has led it to throw into prison, No more
impressive proof of this desire on the part of the Government
is possible than an order to relisve the prison treatment of
politioal offenders of all its degrading features and to gramt
them all suoh relaxations of prison discipline as similar of-
fenders are granted, for instance in England.

11l. An objection is wometimes urged against the framing
of xules of the nature indiocated above, on the ground of execu-

' tive interference with judicial disoretion: It is @aid : It may

be very well to enaot a lJaw that political offenders who are

' not guilty of acts of violence or of incitement to violence should
| be sentenced to simple imprisonment, But that is not the
| law in foroe at present, it being left to the discretion of the

magistraoy to impose 6 sentence of imprisonment, either sim-
ple or rigorous. Such being the oase, it would offend against
the elementary principle of the indepsndence of the judiciary
to alter those sentences by exeoutive action and to make them
more or less equivalent, in every oase, to simple imprisonment.
But the objsction is more plausible than substantial. The Exe-
cutive Government have always reserved to themselves, and
righsly ao, the right of reviewing judicial sentences under § 402
of the Oriminal Frooedure Code, and when a crisisis produced
thousands of poiitioal offendera being aent to gaol, it becomes
the obvious duty of the Government to amelioeate their prison
treatment temporarily by administrative rules till sach rules
are replaced by legiclative provisions. At all events, the
objection here taken is no more applicable to political offend-
ers convicted under the ordinary law-than to those convicted
under speoial lawa, and sinoe the Government has already in-
troduced modifioations into the treatment of the latter by
mezns of exeoutive rules, there is no reason why it should not
introduce similar modifloations into the treatment of the
former by the same means. .

12. The submission of the Deccan Babha, therefore, is
that the Bombay Government should forthwith issue orders on
the lines of she orders of the Irish Governmen:, which we
have quoted in ful} in the appendix subjoined below.
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{Any kind of spots on the body either rookbla white red 1}
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1. The lesson in Appreciation. An Essay
on the pedagogicsfof Beauty. By
F. . Hayward. B. Sc. .D. Lit. 6 2
2. Newer Ideals of Peace. ( The Citizen
Library ) By J. Addams. i 8
3. The Fourth Dimension. By E. H.
Nevile. Prof. of Mathematics in
University College, Reading. 4 6
OTHERS., |
1. The~Musalman Tndia. A History of the
Motherland prior to the Sultanate
of Delhi. By M. S. Nateson. 1 8
2. A Key te Hindu Marriage Ritual.
_ By .J. Nityanandam. 1 0
3. Remarriage of Hindu Women on Sastric
Basis, By Dr. S. Venkobarao 0 12
4. The Play of Brahma. An Essay on the
Drama in National Festivals. By
James. . Cousins. 0 12

Theosophical Publishing House,

‘Madras.
HINDU LAW.

( 3ra Edition, )

J. R, G:IIABI’[IR’:".B,Y Esq., B. A., LL: B,
High Cowrt Vaki, Bombay.
, Price Rupees Ten, Postage Extra
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1 will bring you, per V. P. P., one COSS1 SILK 5U1
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Nme»p-....................---.
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DAWN of MODERN
FINANCE in INDIA.

A critical Review of Indian Finanoce in the
early stages of its evolution and an Exposition of
the present Finanocial Position in relation to recent
developments. A helpful guide to a study of Indian
Finange.

PRICE Rs. 2, Postage extra.

This book ¢an be nad of —
ALL BOOKSELLERS

and
ARYABHUSHAN PRESS, POONA CITY.

“LALVANI'S NERVENTINE®

The:Supreme tonic restorative.
Yaluable in the treatment of

Digentive disorders, Anasmia, Neurasthemie, nervous dis
oeders, wasting disesses, overworked Brain, Habituwal con~--
stipasion, 1ose of merve power, distarbed sleep, defective-
memory, organic weakness, lack of vital forae, ete.

Surprising results in thousands of cases,

Frice Bs. 2-8 a Bottle or Shilllngs 3-9
#t 81l chemists and stores or from

J. Tirath and Cos
Sole distributorsa for Lalvonis Preperatiens.
Chemists and Druggists
' BUKDER Rd. KARACHI (fudia).,
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