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TOPICS OF THE WEEK,

THE reception given by His Exoel-
The Inchicaps Com= Jonoy the Viceroy to the joint depu-
tation of the Chambera of Commerce

. of Caleutta and Bombay, headed by Moessrs. Rho-

" des and Purnshottamdas, was as cordial as one
* oould wish, They pointed out the dangers of ex-
penditure exceeding revenue year after year, lead-
ing inevitably to borrowing for unprodunctive pur-
poses, enhanced rates of interest, inflated currency,
consequent high prices &o¢. and urged economy in
various directions, such as military expenditure,
the construoction of Delhi, departments which have
been provincialised and so on. The Viceroy readi-
ly granted the foroe of their arguments, having

himself been shocked to learn that in the last four,

yoars the excess of expenditure over income had
amounted to no less than Rs. 90 ocrores. Referring

to the Inchoaps Committee, he said that his Gov- :
ernment would submit their expenditure to its

scrutiny as unreservedly as a patient submits him.
solf to an expert physician's examination, “'and we
are prepared, as far as it is compatible with effi-
oient Government and the ptimary necessities of

eafety and good administration, to submit to the
operation, to cautery, to the letting of blood, or to’

a rigorous diet.” Further he said that even in ad-
vance of the Committee, special officers had been
instructed to examine the departments and ‘prune
and lop off redundant and unnecessary branches.’
With this admirable apirit prevailing in the Gov.
ernment, the labours-of the Incheape Committee
should prove exoceedingly fruitful.
) &+ » w

A DETAILED consideration of the
Burma Reforms Committee’s ra.
port must .be posiponed till the report itself
and the Government of India’sdispatch there-

Burms Refdrme,

P
$

on are {0 hand, but a perusal of the summary tele
graphed from Bimia leaves the impression that-
both in respeot of franchise and the  subjects to be
transferred to the control of ministers, the recoms-
mendations are liberal. - They constitutea very
large instalment of reform and in the hands of
wise statesmen will undoubtedly prove ai instru-
ment of rapid- national progress, Burma is pro-
bably the very best instance of the prodigious
change which & mere advance in national consci-
ousness produces in that undefinable quality which
is-supposed to indioate a nation’s fitness to govern
itself. A couniry which some four years ago the-
Lieutenant-Governor thought could be fobbed off
with just a little' tinkering change of the nature of
Morley-Minto reforms, is now to be given at the
pressing request of the same Lieutenant-Governor
& reform which in some respesta may be said to be
more advanced than what the Indian provinces at
present enjoy. :
* » * )

Mr. V. J. PATEL bhit the nail on
the head when he asked the,Sub-
jeots Committee of the Gujerat Po-
litical Conference to choosebetween the Legislative
Councils and eivil disobedience, since it was oclearly
impossible to maintain both the boycott of councils
and the suspension of civil disobedience for long.
No doubt Mr. Patel said this with a view to driving
the Conference into the adoption of eivil disobe-
dience, but his remark is nevertheless very true,
and we have a right to use it in order-to prove how
much better it would be to give up non-eo-opera-
tion and go into the councils rather than encounter
the grave perils attendant on a campaign of ecivil
disobedience. That the present programme ¢annot
be allowed to stand as it is, if stagnation is to be
avoided, is obvious, and when the only alternative
methodsof revising it that are open to the Cangress
are a full use of the existing constitutional machi-
nery or resoritoa dangerous agitation . which
above everything else Mahatma Gandhi wanted to
avert, no one need have the slightest ‘hemtatmn
in making his choice. For, as we shawed last waek
the choice really lies between non- oo-Operatlon,
which after all is a temporary expedient, and non-
violenoe which is an eternal principle. It will not

Councils or Clvi\
Disobedience ?

‘| bediffioult for anyone to believe that, in the absence

of Mr. Gandhi’srestraining influence, to inaugurate
a movement of oivil dischedience or non-payment
of taxes is practically fo give the rein to lawless-
ness, and in order to prevent that, if for nothing
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else, it is noecessary that the Congressshould advise
all political workers who have an aptitude for it
to go into the counoils or do allied work, What
will follow unless such an opening is provided for
the activities of Congressmen is illustrated by the
Mulshi Peta agitation. for we may safely assert
that this wrong-headed agitation would not have
been carried on if the patriotic impulse of the
leading men had a better outlet than is provided

by the “ constructive ” part of the Congress pro-
gramme. ‘
L 4 » »

BUT the question arises, what are
the Congressmen to do when they
go into the Councils? Obstructive
taotics,in the sense of opposing all measures, good,
bad or indifferent, are generally disapproved ; how
then is their work to be distinguished from that of
the present membors, e. g. the Liberal party ? Here
the Tribune comes totheiraid ; it has their work cuft
outfor them, They should not, like the Liberals, sup-
port the Government wherever it is right and
oppose it wherever it is wrong; no, they must pre-
serve their individuality as a party, and this can
best be done of course by opposing every measurs
which deserves to be opposed, but in the ease of a
good measure which deserves the support of all
good men, by refusing to cast their votes in favour
of it if there is no danger of its being otherwise de-
feated and ra.llylng to its support omly when
there is such a danger, Congressmen will see on
reflection that this is a distinetion without a
difference. In the oase of measures which raquire
to be opposed, ex hypothest, Liberals and Congress-
men will act alike; so also in the - ease of all good
measures to whioh there is any serious oppesition.,
Is, then, the continuity of the great Congress party’s
principles to be maintained, or even its amour
propre satisfied, by its representatives refraining to
support measures which, even without theirsupport,
are sure to be carried ¥ We do not think it will be

'I‘weedlodue not
Tweedledum 1

yogarded by Congressmen as a sufficient differentia |

of their oreed or a dignified position for their party
if, afier first making surs that their support is not
at all needed for any particular measure, they are
to withhold their active support from it. The
Congress party is also advised to repeal all repres-
sive laws to promote universal education, prohibi-
tion and like measures of public utility, and gene-
rally to weaken the foroes of bureanoratio reaction
and strongthen those of demoeratio progress, The
Liberal party claims to stand for this very pro-
gramme, and Congressmen will be disappointed if
they seek to make that their distinguishing mark.
It is best they realised that they would do in the
councils very much what others'are doing now; but
that does not leesen the importance or necessity of
their entering the councils, which will not function

at their highest level unless they are thoroughly |

representative,

_ SIR SURENDRANATH BANERJEA
Beogat's Greatest  has earned the gratitude of Bengal
by the energetic way in which he

has set about solving the greatest problem of Ben-
gal, viz. its public health. He is carrying on a
vigorous prOpa.ganda.against water-borne diseases
like cholera and dysentry, promoting anti-malarial
schemes, paying special attention to the supply of
good drinking water and creating every facility for
adequate medioal relief to reach the villages. He
found out that it was extremely inadvisable for

villages to depend unon tanks for their drinking

water, because the local bodies ars too poor to
maintain in an uncontaminated condition the,
large catochment areas whioh are their sources of
supply and to inour the capital expenditure and
maintenance charges of filter beds and silt-remov-
ing operations, He therefore had boring experi-
ments made in various parts of the province,
which proved that it is possible to obtain clean
potable subsoil water in most places at & ocost
which the poorest distriet boards and munieipali-
lities can easily afford. With regard to medical
ralief, while for nearly a century before he fook
charge of the portfolio there were only two Medical
Schools in Bengal, he has started five new ones
within two years; he has arranged for post-gradu-
ate clagses at the head-quarters of every distriot
for the training of rural medical practitioners and
is offering subsidies and other attractions for qua~
lifed medical men to practife in rural areas. He
has removed invidious racial distinections in the
admission of patienta to hospitals, in staff appoirt.
ments to the Medical  College and the Tropical
School of Medicine, in importantcouncilsof medi-
oal men. He has everywhers broken the monepo-
ly of the European and made the institutions real~
ly national. He has fully proved the utility and
suoccess of the Reforms so far as they go and esta:
blished the claim for complete Home Rule.

* - *
GENERAL TOWNSHEND'S denial of
the massacre of the Greeks by the
Turks would be amusing, if the sub-
ject were not so tragic. The fact is the Turks are
massacring the Greeks, the Greels are massacring
the Turks—there are atrocities, reprisals and coun-
ter-reprisals, all going on in a -vicious circle. A
narrow nationalism has exalted hate into a virtue
and unabashed appeals are made to the basest
passions, The Manchester Guardian publishes the
translation of an article by a prominent Kemalist
leader in an Angora newspaper, which as a hymn
of hate can scarcely be equalled. The foliowing is
only one of its many paragraphs:

And thou, the army of the Creator and the Just. Every
time you massacre a Greek you are pulling down one of
the corper-stonen of the British Empire. Therefors, fo1
God's sake massacre, for the love of your country massa:
ore, in ravenge of your dead brethren massacre, in the
name of crying humanity massacre, for the salvation of
the world and the peace of Hades massacre. ‘

Greek and Torkish
Massacres.

To massacre in the name of crying humamt,r—'

dmbohcal irony 1
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““CAN'T SUPPORT IT ANY LONGER.”

THE withdrawal by the Bombay Chronicle of its
support from the Mulshi Peta agitation will
give, .we bhope, 8 much desiderated pause to
that campaign as it is being conducted at present.
The reader will excuse us if we say that in this
affair we are in similar case with our Bombay
contemporary. In its earlier stages we too lent our
humble support to the Mulshi struggle, for what-
ever it was worth ; we now feel, like the Chronicle,
that we oannot conscientiously continue this
support any longer, and for identical reasons. The
.. 'Chronicle says that so long as the ryots appeared
to be face to face with compulsory expropriation
OnR 3 mere money compensation, and & miserable
scale of compensation at that, it falt impelled to
protest against such a gross injustice. But as
soun as an offer of equivalent land in compensation
was made, the -justification which existed pre-
viously disappeared from the movement. Our
position is identically the same. The offer of an
exchange of land necessitatéd a similar change
in our attitude, and we were also influenced in the
same sense by the offer made by Government to
determine the amount of compensation, in case of
disagreement, by arbitration. Being convinced—
as the Chronicle is—that the hydro-electric scheme
_which makes the displacement of the ryots neces-
sary is a public purpose, we concluded that the
terms now tendered ought to satisfy all reasonable
men and that, at all events, if yet there were any
outstanding differences, they could well be accom-
modated by further negotiation. Anyhow the
blank non-possumus which the ryots or those who
presume to act on their behalf opposed to the
scheme seemed to us to be altogether indefensible
on any known principle of social science. Mr.
N. C. Kelkar also publioly condemned this purely
negative attitude on the part of the ryots in a signed
artiole in the Mahkratta and said that if arbitration
was conoeded, there would be no ground for com-
plaint in the matter of compensation. The condi-
tions mentioned by him have since been fulfilled,
and yet he allows his papers to advocate a poliey
which he himself has roundly denounced. The
Bombay Chronicle is being ¢ensured for its “incon-
sistenoy’’—an “inconsistency"” in which we share,
But this change in its or our polioy was divtated by
a change in the polioy pursned towards the owners
of land in Mulshi Peta and was thus, we should
think, necessary and -commendable. But the in-
consistenoy of which Mr. Kelkar is guilty is very
different, being due merely to the fact of his
inability to retain his “leadership” except by
oconsenting to follow blindfold his “followers,” re-
gardless of his own innermost conviotions. '

The other reason which compelled the Bombay
Chronicle to refuse its support to the agitation
in Mulshi Peta is the countenance which the
leaders in the agitation are known to be giving to
vicienoe, Indeed, it believes that the whole abject
‘of the movement is {o discredit ‘the primoipla of

non-violence. On this point our contemporary
appears to have inside knowledge which, fortu-
nately, is denied to us. But apart from whatever
clandestine preachings of the gospel of violence
may or may not be going on, the methods
openly pursued by the so-oalled Satyagrahis olear-
1y partake of the use of physiocal force. Does any
true Satyagrahi pretend that the foreible uproot-
ing of the railway lines or the breaking through
of a ring of guards planted on land duly purchased
by the Company with the consent of its owners,
with a view to the obstruction of the works, is in
consonance with non-violenoce, as it has been
preached by the patriarch and pontiff of the non-
violent non-co-operation movement? Will it be
non-violence for any non-co-operators, on hearing
of the issue of a warrant for the arrest of their
leader. to go to the officer to whom it falls to exe-
oute the warrant and to confine him in his house,
so that the arrest may not be effected ? Or, if the
leader is still taken into custody, to break
the gaol and let him out? Some people ask, in
defence of the exercisa of violence, *“ How else can

we prevent the completion of the hydro-electric

scheme ? You do not mean to say that because of
our adherence to non-violenoe we should sacrifice
all our lands and let the scheme go forward merri-
1y 2" These good folk, may weli ask, “ Why should
non co-operators allow Mahatma Gaundhi to be
quietly imprisoned instead of their foroing him out,
if they oan ? " It is time these men realised that to
one who pins his faith on non-violence no form of
violence is permissible, whether the practice of
non-violence may succeed or not, and the kind of
violence which the Mulshi Peta crusaders are free-
ly using in forbidden not only to a * non-violeat
‘non-co-operator” but to a constitutionalist as well,
It oan be adopted only by those who belong to the
“physical force” party.

The fundamental question is whether the
acheme is or is not caloulated to serve a public
purpose. For it is granted by most of the support-
ers of the presont ** Satyagraha * struggle—in fact
by all except Mr. Gandhi—that where large publie
inforests demand it, compulsory expropriation is
perfectly justifiable. But the judgment of many
of those who theoretically grant the proposition is
clouded in this concrete oase by the fact that the
works are to be managed by a private company.
That faot should really make no difference to the
merits of land aoquisition. For we must remember
that the company to whom the works have been
given over appears on the scene only after the
acquisition has been effected. The State first ao~
quires the land for what is undoubtedly & public
purpose and then, instead of prooeeding to oarry
out the purpose itself, entrusts the business to
others, desiring thus to relieve itself of the
trouble and risk that would be involved in Siate
management. It is quite possible to maintain
that State management would have been the better
oourse, but the fact that the State, instead of run-
ning the concern under its own management, loases

_,opvn'

r——
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it out foa pnvate company for a certain penod

restnotmg meenwhlle the pnce at which electri-
clty that wﬂl be generated '‘there Wﬂl be. sold to
the pubhc does not affect the nature of the pur-
pose for which land is to be aequn-ed No one
desires the railways to be abolished becausa,
lnsteacl of being operated by the State, they are be
ingoperated by private companies. If the electrwlty
that will be supplied from the hydro-electric works
enables the mills in Bombey to be worked by power
and thus relieves a lakh of workmen from the sooty
atmosphere in which they have to spend all their
working hours, how much brighter and happier
—-or less miserable —their lives would be ? Let this
be weigbed in the balance against the disturbance
that will be cansed to many—>but still far fewer—
peOple in Mulshi Peta, for if compensation in
money and land is offered it .is only the distur-
bance that remains. If the good outweighs the
evil, it is but right that the State should go forward
with the scheme and call upon a section of thg
people to make a sacrifice on behalf the commu-
nity ; and it is the duty of the citizens to support
them in such measures, only seeing to it thatthose
of whom saorifices are required do not suffor any
unnecessary hardship and are fully compensated
wherever compensation .is possible, Anyhow
the State has the right to say that no person or
group of persons shall sabotage tlie industrial
development of the country.

The only ground on which opposition ean be
offered to the present scheme is the one set out by
Mahatma Gandhi, that no one must on any
account be compulsorily dispossessed of his land or
house, whatever good may accrue therefrom. He
wrote in April of last year :

“Whatiathe value of all thaboons that the Tata scheme
claims to confer upon India, if it is to be at the unwilling
expense of even one poor man? Idaresay the problem
of disease and poverty can be vasily solved, and the sur-
vivors will live in luxury if the three crore half-starved
men and women and lakhs of the decrepit humanity were
shot and their bodies utilised 'for manure or thsir bones
utilised for making knife-handles. And yet no one but a
lunatic will put up such a suggestion. I3 the case any
weaker when men and ~omen are not to be shot but com-
pulsorily dispossessed of their lands, about which sentim ent,
romance, and all that makeslife worth living have grown
up?

But this extreme individualistic doctrine is so
patently absurd that we have not known any
single follower of his to own allegiance to it. Indeed
Mr. P. M. Bapat, who is leading the movement, is a
convinced Socialist and a sort of Commuaist, and
that he should lend his support to it ean be aso-
counted for only by the general want of an intelli-
gent understanding of the issues involved in this

question. It is sincerely hoped that when the Ali-

India Congress Committee will lift this question

out of the small groove into which it has. fallen -in |

Maharashtra, it will bring to its oonsideration. a

larger vision and a deeper insight into the basie.{; b

principles that are at stake.

THE KISAN MCVEMENT IN OQUDH.—1L

‘ . THE EEA.
THE agrarian disturbances in Qudh took place in
January, 1921; the Oudh Rent Amendment Act
was passed in November of the same year; and the
Eka movement began in January, 1922, 1, ¢, within
less than two months of the passing of the new
Rent Act. The Kisans having found that neither
constitutional methods, nor Charkha and Khaddar

- have proved of any avail in bringing them imme-

diate relief ss regards their grievances, took to
direct action and began to form Kisan Unions with
a view to resist the unjust demands of the Zamin-
dars and Talugadars. The movement was given
the name of Eka. It was initiated and led by a
man of low caste and no education, named Madari
Pasi. The movement spread through the entire di-
striot of Hardoi and & part of Lucknow. Its chief
weapon was social boycott. As an illustration, say
a thousand or two thousand people of the surround
ing locality would gather together in a parti-
cular village and take an oath to stand together
against the Zamindar and refuse to accede to
any illegal exactions or forced labour and fo
have no connection with the man who would
go against this resolve or keep himself out of his
Eka. Sometimes these people boycotted Zamin-
dare also, i.e. people of the village would ‘
sever all connection with him, nobody would
accept any service under him, even the harber
and sweeper would not go. As the Zamindars
would not accept merely the recorded rent, in a
large numb :r of cases no rents were paid at all.
It is also alleged that Madari Pasi had caused
lotters to be sent to certain unpopular Zamin-
dars, threatening violence unless they behaved
better. Thiree facts about the movement are un-
disputedly clear. First, it was mainly agra-
rian, based on genuine grievances of the tem-
antry against the Zamindars; second, though
liable to blaze up into mischief and disturbances,
it was exceptionally free from crime and violence,
during the short period of its existence; third,
the potentiality of danger was exaggerated, out of
all proportion, by the Talugadars. These facts are
clearly borne out by the special official report on
the movement recently published by the Govern-
ment of the United Provinces. Says the report:—

The land-owning classes in Hardoi were seriously alarm
od by the Eka movement. Something had to be done. The
Eka movement had to be quellad at all costs. Mr. Dible,
the then Deputy Commissioner of Hardoi, wrote as follows
on the 25th January, 1922: “In the Atrauli police cirele of
Sandila tahsil I am afraid that there has been a recrude-
soence of agrarian trouble. I visited Atrauli during the
Christmas bolidays and I found- taat the zamindars were
fully determined to force my hand and make me take pro-
ceedings at onoe againgt the leaders of the kisans. This
I was not prepared to do, sines. I. resognized that the

- treatment of the kisana by the zamindars of thm part of
 -+he tahsil has béen very bad." -Mr, Calder, who sucoeeded
-~Me:Dible' as Deputy Commissioner when the latter went
into hospital with enterio fevar, wrote as followa: “While
the apprshensions of the samizndars are undoubtedly real,

. the gamindars have shown a- tendenicy to sxaggerate the.
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sotusl danger. They ask for much more drastic measures

sgainat the tanants than ars justified.”” Alarmist articles’

on the Eka movement appearsd in the press and alarmist
tales were poured into the ears of infuantial officials. At
the time when these alarminst tales were im clrculation,
the Hardoi distriot was remarkably free from serious
crime, which is, after all, she acid test. If we compars
this with the state of affairs which the Kisan Babbs move-
raent rapidly produced in Ras Barell in the previous year
and which [ have attempted to desoribe in the opening
paragrapha of this report, it will, I think, be recognized
that the exoitement aroused by the Eka movement was
slightly premature,
{ Further on the report says:—

" Inview of the fact that the tenant has got rid of his
most werious grievances in oonssquence of the passing of
the new Oudh Rent Aot, it may appear strange thas ag-
rarian agitation should continne. The reason is partly
the efforts ot non-co-operating and Khilafat agitators to
stir up any kind of trouble which will hamper Government
aud partly the fact that in certain eatates the tenant stifl
has real grisvances. These are: (1) refusal to give re-
oeipts [or rents paid, whioh i» intimately conneoted with

, the concealment of rent, (2) the exaction of unanthorized
of unpopular cesses,

To these may be added a further grievance of
' the Kankutha and Batai f. ¢ the system of taking
rent in kind instead of in cash since the appraise-
- ment of the same by the Zamindar or his agent
results in considerable loss to the tenant. The evil
- of oharging the tenant very much in excess of
recorded rent has grown so far in several dis-
* triots of Oudh that the responsible officers of the
+ Government have been compelled to use stroag
-language in condemning it. 'We make no apology
for further quoting from the report the opinions of

«$wo responsible officers of the Government:—
Papdit Janardan Joshi, Deputy Oollector, Rae Bareli,
an offioer of ability, who bas had oounsiderable court of
wards and settlement experience, writes on this subject as
follows :—In one estate out of a rental of Rs. 77,000,
Re. 9,500 wero conoealed. In another estate Re, 13,000 out
of By, 32,000. If the karinda has to colleot Rs. 13,000 with-
out receipts, why should he not ooliect Rs. 18,000 { Rs.
4,000 for bimseif and Ru. 1,000 to earn approbation and
support of his master)? ¢ If the tenantry rovolts againagt
this rotten system, what wonder is there " I quote also
some remarke made by Mr. Calder, I. C. 8., s capable offiger
lately Deputy Commissioner of Hardol, on this subjsct,
“The tenants® grievances, as already reported, were and
still are & considerable cause of discontent. The ohief ure
non-grazting of receips for rent, illsgal or excessive exacs
tion of Aari. bhusa and degar, and the exavtion of m re
than the recorded rent- It is a well-known fact that the
oolleotion of rorcealed reuts took place almost universal-
1y throughsut Hordol. O—, gave me an authantio cass, for
the oorrecinesa of which be vouched, in which the roat
roll being Re. 1,700, gollections were made of not less
than Rs. 5,700. This, I sbou!d thirk, is an extreme
oare. It ia not eney to arrivo at any correct astimate of
the actu | o« llecticna, but [ think that for the whols dis-

triot & safe eatimate would be coliections 50 per oent. ‘

above recorded rent.'
The Talugadars and the Zamindars, having
‘weceived fulsome eulcgy at the bhands of the Fi-
nance Member in the Legislative Council, as re-
- gards their disinterestedness and generosity in the
matter of support they had given to the Oudh Rent
Amendment Bill, were naturally taken aback at
the perversity of the tenants in kicking up another
. yow 80 8oon, The Government having convinced

itself and openly declared, that no cause for dis- _
satisfaction remained, could not account for this
perveraity of Eka but as, on the part of tenantry,
a sheer madness which had to be put down.
Besides, the Talugadars who had behaved so well
wero alarmed and had to be reassured. So, though

“no request for the employment of troops was made
by the district authorities” and “Hardoi has had
for some time & considerable additional forge
of armed police,” a moving column of Indian
cavalry was marched through the district; for the
authorities “are always glad to see a httle display
of this kind, which tends to make the peasantry
reflect that there still may be a government with
some foroe behind it.” Further * proposals for the
imposition of punitive police in certain notorious-
ly troublesome localities are being submitted.
Selected landowners have been encouraged to enlist
retainers to assist the polioe in keeping order. All
dlatrwt officers have been mstructed to ocaxry om
element, who have shkown a tendeney to get
out of hand owing to various causes, one of which
is the larze amouns of political work the police
have had to do during the past year. Distriot
officers have been particularly warned to seo that
the persons proceeded against under the bad cha-
raoter s2ctions of the Criminal Prooedure Code are
the organisers and leaders and not the petty village
burglars.” Thelines quoted above from the official re-
portbeareloguent testimony to the drastio naturae of
the measures adopted for suppressing the movement.
Our readers can very well read batween the lines,
without the aid of any comments from ns. Along
with these measures the Looal Government put Lt.
Col. J. C. Faunthorpe, I.C. 8., on special duty to
make detailed investigations regarding the Eka
movement and submit full report. Col. Faunthorpe
has submitted a very comprehensive and detailed
report which has been published along with a reso- .
lution of the Government thereon and from which
we have already quoted st some length. Wa now
propose to deal with the recommendations made by
Col. Faunthorpe and the attitude of the Governe
ment towards his report.

COL. FAUONTHORPE'S REPORT.

The report of Col. Faunthorpe is a come
prohensive ducument; it deals with the inocep-
tion and the chequered career of the Kisan move-
ment in Oudh including Eka, describes how on
both occasions it was suppressed and cuntains
o datailed examination of the grievances of the
tenantry and the recommendations, which in his
opinion will remove the existing friction and elimi-
nate a possible danger of further disturbances in
future. We may say at the very outset that, apart
from his ircurablebias againat the politioal agitator
and tho * gentlemen of Opposition " which is per-
haps inherent in the bureaucratic mentality of the
Indian Civil Sarvice and of which there is ampls
testimony in the report, Col. Faunthorpe hasshown
gonuine appreciation of the diffioulties and grie=
vances of the tenant and has fairly stood by Him.
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Hie anslysis.of the grievances and the treatment
that he suggests are all right, so far as they go.
But we are afraid Col. Faunthorpe has failed to go
to the root of the question. XHis treatment of the

- disease is superficial; it may act as a temporary

palliative but cannot prove a oure, In brief his

recommendations are..—.

+: + {1) The court of wards should set the example by

* consolidating all cesses into a oash demand in all gours

" of wards estates in Qudh. We need not concern curcelves

° with cesses paid by nom-agricultural regidents of the vil.

lage. These are paid in lieu of the privilege of residence

or other advantages. They are unimportant apd may be

_ left to the parties to settle among themselves. { 2) The

attention of the British Indian Association may be drawn

" t0'the whole'guestion and they may be ‘asked to consider

whether they cannot induce the zamindars of Oudh ag a

body to abapdon rent concealment, give receipts as a

matter of course, and commute into a cash percentage

most, if not all, of the cesses realised from agrioultura,

tenants. In some of the large estates cesses such as hari

the ploughing cess, have already been commuted, {3

The bhusa and straw cesses which are the cause of mors

dissatisfaction than apy otbers, should, if not commuteq,

be defined by weight. This willgo a long way towards
eliminating the present friction,

The sum and substance of there recommenda.
tions is that Ccl. Faunthorpe asks the Government
to advise the Talugadars ina friendly manper to
behave like agood boy. A few Tulugadars even now
treat their tenantry with consideration and fairness,
1f the Government of Sir Harcourt Butler act up
to the recommendations of Col. Faunthorpe, which
is very doubtful, a few more Talugadars may be
persuaded to remove some of the most aoute gri-
evanoes of their tenants. But this does not golve
the agrarian problem of the tenantry of Oudh. Apng
it oan pever be solved unless the law puts tenants
in a position to resist the unjust demands of the
Zamindar and safeguard his own interests jn 5
legal and peaceful manner, without having recourse
either to direct action, violence and disturbances
or unfruitful appeais to the generosity and fair.
mindedness, either of the Zamindars or the loea)
suthorities. This can be done only by conceding
bereditary ocoupancy rights to the tenantry of
Oudh. No remedy short of this can prove morg
than a tempurary palliative. And of anything like
a permanent remedy there is no hope during the
rogime of Sir Harcourt Butler and the term of
the present Legislative Council. As regards the
prospeots of Col. Faunthorpe's recommepdations
being given effect to without besitation and delay,
the conoluding portion of the Government resolu-
tion on the report, gives a quietus to all hopes
of prompt action. The resolution consists of three

small -parsgraphs, of which the last tuns as
follows:— :

The thaoks of the G-vernor in Council are hereby
conveyed to Colonel Faunthorpe for his able and intercst-
ing report, The report contains matters and comments

" on wbich His Excellency in Council does not propose to
offer any opinion at present. It givea valuable material
- to olear the ground for the further detailed enguiry which

ie to be made.
Had it not been the case that the vital interests of

millions of human beiugs are involved in the ques.

tion and that.on the prompt and proper solution -

| of it depend the future peace and proeperity of our -

Province, we-might very well have admired the
terser.ess -and summary nature of the offieial pro-
nouncement.

i KRISHNA PRASAD KAUL,

THE C. P. LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

THE BUDGET SESSION.—1V.
DEMANDS AND GRANTS.

AS in other Provinces, months before the budget
for the current year was formally presented to the
Council, members, as well as the public outsids,
knew that they were faced with a heary deficit and
that in consequence some proposals for additional
taxation would be placed before them. The cam-
paign for retrenchment and economy gained botb
in volume and intensity ; and the legislature as =
whole would have been more than human if they
had notf availed themselves of this opprtunity to
enter their protest in some signal manner against
the polioy of running up expendituré in different
directions not approved by them. A singleinstance
will suffice to show how a sort of spirit, not
merely of protest but of revolt, was generated in the
Council by the way in which so many vacancies in
existing cadres were filled up only a few months-
before the Reformed Government came into ex-
istence. There were three or four vacancies in the
Imperial Agricultural Service and these were filled
up only a few months before the department was
transferred to the charge of the Minisier, and one-
of the vacancies was filted up even after the Minister
took eharge but without any consultation withhim.
and without any requisition having been made by.
him. In another department, viz. Education, the-
same state of things prevailed. There wore some
vacancies which, owing to some difficulity of
recruitment were not filled up. This circumstance,
which was purely accidenfal, enabled the Council
through the Minister to enforce the policy of not
making any appoiniments to these highly paid
posts unless they were absolutely necessary. The-
appointment of three I. E. 5, men to headmasterships-
could thus be kept in abeyance with a view to these
posts being ultimately knocked out of the oadre-
altogether, which under the Government of India
Act can be done only with the sanction of the
Secretary of State. As has been explained in the
first of the present series of articles, the members
of Government and all the officials in Council have
themselves now come to the conclusion that cur
revenues cannot bear the burden of such highly
paid services any longer. It is not surprising there-
fore that membhers of the Council, as a body, should
heve thought that appointments like those in the
Agricultural Department were hurriedly made, just
a fow days before the Ministers came into offices
deliberately soc as to tie up the hands of the
Ministers in advance for a generation at least
So also in the matter of the revision of pay of
establishments, Most of the increments’ were
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given just in the year preceding the advent of the
Reformed Government. The provincial and sub-
ordinate and ministerial services alone account for
an additional expenditure of nearly 70 lakhs per
annum. Nobody argues that the whole of this
additional expenditure could have been saved. But
if the Reformed Government had been left to deal
with the matter if notin itsentirety then at least
with regard to those who were drawing, say, more
than Rs. 100 per mensem, the situation now would
have been altogether different. There would not
then have existed the same feeling as exists now
that the Exeoutive part of tha Government alone is

. responsible for the present sorry plight of the
" Provincial finances. It is not contended that there
is nothing to be urged on the other side in reply to
all this. But the object here is only to explain the
ratson-d'e-etre of the feeling of the ordinary member
of Council, who in this case has only reflected the
feeling of his constituents as woll as the general
public. ‘

The inference cannot be resisted that the
taxation proposals of Government came to grief’
mainly because of the failure on the part of the
Pinance Member to understand and properly
appreciate the present popular psychology as well
as that of the ordinary member of the Counecil.
The Finance Member, it must be admitted, honest«
lly and consoientiously dealt with the situation as
" he found it and he placed all his cards on the
table. He was extremely scrupulous and his one
anxiety seemed to banot to create Any false impres-
sions or raise any false hopes. But from the mate-
rials placed by himseli before the Council, a pro-
per case could have besn made out for the taxation
proposals of Government without offending the
susoeptibilities of most membera of Council and in
a manner that would have appealed to them, This
however, is, exac'ly where, in a popular assembly
.oven highly capable officers of Government with
only an administrative training suffer in compari-
son wita ceasoned politicians. In the ocurrent
yoar with a revenue of Ra, 5 orores 23 lakhs and an
expenditure of Bs. 5 crores 68 lakhs, our deficit is
about Ra, 43 lakhs, Taking into account all our
existing commitments an annual recurring defioit
of Rs. 48 lakhs is estimated in our normal revenus
position. Recently, on account. of the loud com-
plaints made by Berar, a Committee, known as
the Sim Committee from the name of its Presi-
dent, was appointed to suggest a fairer allocation
of expenditure hetween the C. P. districts snd
Berar, considering the revenue they respectively
contribute to the common exchequer. Acocording
to the recommendations of this committee all new
expenditure is to bear the ratio of 3 to 2 as between
C. P. and Berar: this result, however, is to be
achieved without detriment to the scale of expen.
diture which at present obtains over the C. P. dis-
tricta, If the S8im Committee’s recommendations
are to be carried into effect, an additional sum of
about Ra. 334 lakhs will have to be found, which
will increase the amount of our normal annual

deficit to Rs. 72 lakhs. Againat this, if we take our

| existing sources of revemué alone, instead of an

annual growth which was estimated by the Meston-
Committee at Re. 5 to 6 lakhs a year under-all the:
beads put together except Excise, we shall now:
have, on account of the adoption of a policy of
gradual prohibition and the consequent dwindliing -
of Excise ravenus, o progressive deficit of Rs' 10
lakhs every year. The situation therefore re- .
guired toc be handled wiih very great care. A tact--
ful Chancellor of the Exchequer with Parliamen- .
tary experience would have not only himself sef the
tune of esonomy and retrenchment from the star§ -
but would have " made the welkin ring with it "
As a matter of fact, the Finance Member did men-
tion the various sconomises that had been already
effocted and some other lines of retrenchment that

were under investigation. .
“Some economies bave aljready besn appruved’ by the
(Governmeus : such for instance, as the abolition of the
posts of Inspector-General of Regintration and Stamps, of
the Inspector of European Schools and Science, of three
Deputy Directors of Land Records, of one of the Parsonal. -
Asgsistacts in tﬁo\Exoise Department, of two posts of
Supervisoes und two of Jaspectors and of a namber of
posts of Sub-Inspectors in the samp . Department and the
roduction of the menial exeise and revenue staff, This
reprosents a saviong of 1,5u. It hos also been decided to
hold in abeyanoe the posts of Director of Public Health :
and Deputy Director of Industries until larger allotments .
can lLe maue to the Departments, Other measures are
under consideration suoh as the abolition of Commissioners,
the reduoction of tbe number of distriots, further reduction
of staff in the Euuoatiyn and Medigul Departments. and
' the transfer of works to the d.striet councils and boards -
whioh w.ll render passible some reduction of establishment™
in oonsequence of she avoidance of the overlapping of Govay
ernment and distriot ocouncil establishment which
now obtains.” o

But tne effect of this announcement was prac-
tically wiped out by the caveal entered along
with it that ** it was already clear that the amount
which could be thus saved was not large in com-
parison with the amount of the deficit.”  This
wag like throwing a wet blanket over the en-
thusiasm which the Council had throughout the last
year manifested in its pursuit of the campaign f.:;
economy. and retrenchment. But the situa.i...
was really not so bad as the caveat made cout. To
mest the estimated deiicit of Rs. 4318 lakhs Govern-
ment were relying on increased taxation, only to
the extent of Rs, 1914 lakhs, Tue rest was bound
to be obtained by rescenchment in existing expen-
diture a8 must be evident from the following ex-
traot from the statement made by the Finanoce

Member:

“The Looal Government has had undsr its consideration
ssveral meaos of ruising adaitional funds by methods which
will not materially increas-e the burden ofsaxation on those
olasa.a which are leass abie tobear it. The mostimportans
of these are the enhanocement of the couct fees and the
atamp duties and of the feea for r.gistration of documents.
These with a few minor measutss, such as the inorease of
oopying fees and of the miscellaneous revenue foes, may
yield abuut 1914 lakha in a full year.”

Mr. Mathias, the Finance Spcmtary. on the last
day of the session, did make an attempt to press
the poiut home when the first measure of addi-
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tisnal taxation, viz. the Conrt Fees Bill came wup
for consideration. Dealing with the normal deficit
of 48 lakhs in our normal revenue position, ha em-
phasized the point that as all the fresh taxation
proposed was expected to yield only 1134 lakhs in
the aggregate ** we were still left with 2814 lakhs
which, he was careful to point out, we must obtain by
economy and retrenchment.” :
voting of the budget was over and the temper of
the Council had been set. Members of Couneil
had not their minds open to any conviction at

that stage. “* Retrenchment first and taxation after-

wards ” was the ory that passed round, It was a
popular ery and was bound to make strong appeal
to the constituencies. " For purposes of develop-
meont,” said one member, * the House will not
grudge additional taxation.” * Let us wait for

a few morths more,” said another, “at any rate

till the August session of the Counecil.” “If by
that time, * said a third member, * we do not put
forward_ any constructive scheme for raising more
revenue ofr saving espenditure, vd will then see
our way to support the Courv Fees Bill.”

Even now, aftef an impartial survey of the
whole situation, it does not appear that all fresh
taxation could be avoided altogether. Probably,
in the August session or later another attempt
might be made fo bring up the measure, if the re-
venue position shows no signs of improvement. But
#o far as the fate of the measure in the last session

of the Council is concerned, one oannot resist the-

feeling that more than anything else, if is to the
following extract in the Finance Member's state-
ment that its failure is mainly due:

v would ask the Coundil to consider the circumstances
in which this budget has been prepared and the various
atages through which the proposals have passed. The
demands are first made by the Heads of Department who
are thoroughly well acquainted with the desire of the
Government to economize and whose proposals were
coloured by that knowledge ; next the Standing Committee
disoussea the allotments made for new expenditure., They
bhave an opportunity of reoommending the omission of
some items and the inclusion of others. Their views and
tho proposals of the Heads of Departments are considered
by the Momber of Goserament in oharge. The whule
budget is laid b-fore the Committee of Public Accounts
sitting as Finanse Committea. This Committee recommend-
od large reductions in a budget already prepared cn
sconomioal lines, and the Guveroment after considering
their recommendati ns pruned it still further. liems
which the Standing Committee wished to include have
been omitted and-expenditure apprcved by the Committes
of Public Acioucvts cut out. What fu-ther room for
pruning is there likely to be ina budg=t ulready sv drastic-
ally treated P

The italics in the last sentence are ours, Does
not the sentence produce un impression that Gov-
ernment intended to do nuthing to effect economy
or retrenchment ? This impression is by no means
correct. It is the buresucratic excess of caution
i{n making promises that has cost the Government
this defeat. But why not make a little more of
your virtue, why hide your ligh: mnder a bushel
snd, aboveall, why notgive a good deal of the oredit
of having foroed this virtue on you to the members

But by that time the .

of Council ? It will appeal to their self-loveand put
them right with their constituents.
SITABALDI

THE LABOUR DEPARTMENT IN
MADRAS.

IT is not every province that has a Labour Depart-
ment ; but even in such other provinoes as have the
department its objects and functions are not so
wide and multifarious as are those of the Labour
Department in Madras. But the latter is. unigue
also in the mistakes it has committed and in the
treatment it recently received at the hands of the
local Legislature. Its recent history is therefors
quite instructive to the public worker, showing as
it does that a department or an institution quite
good in itself may become odious on mccount
of its-unsuitable personnel, that public sympathy
may be alienated from a good cause on account of
bad leaderahip and wrong methods, that prestige is
as apt to put up the backs of popular representatives
a8 those of officials and that whonangry the former
are quite capable of cutting off the nose to spite
fhe face. The Madras Labour Department happen-
ed to inour tbe wrath of the party in power and the
latter took revenge upon it during the budget
session by removing its most vital part and thus
made it a helpless cripple.

The Member of Government in ocharge of
the portfolio of labour explained to the Legislative
Council that the following duties were entrusted to
the Labour Commissioner in Madras: *The
administration of the Factories Act, working of
the Planters’ Labour Act, working of the Work-
men's Breach of Contract Act, emigration of
Lsabour, Labour Bureau snd Employment Bureat-
‘Wages census, industrial disputes—on the side ¢’
industrial labour, management and control ¢
settlements under the Criminal Tribes Aot ana
investigation into the conditions of the Depressed
Classes and also Hill-tribes outside the Agency
Tracta and measures for their advancement.” In
other words he is in special charge of not only all
problems connected with agricultural and indus-
trial 1abourers but also those of Criminal Tribes,
Deopressed Classes and Hill-tribes. lhe depart:
ment was created in 1919, perhapsevenmore in th
interests of the Depressed Classes than in those ¢
industrial iabour. The ameiioration of the Depressae.
Classes had been eneaging the attention of the
Uovernment for nearly 30 years without any tangible
results, The creativn of a special department
was therefore consideredindispensab.e. The Board
of Revenue wrote as fullows oan the futility of
asking the Revenue Department to Iook after the
Depiessed Classes and on the need for creating a
special agency :

“After a careful consideration of the problem of the
depreased classes, the Hourd bas come to the conclusion
that hoasever I oral and generous the aititude of the
Government towards the depressed classea may bs and
whatsiever may be the .acilities accorded forthe improve-
ment o the conditivn «f the community, the effect
desired is not hikely to be proavced so long as there is no
gsepa nt: agOUTY Lo Cal ¥ out 1he policy of the Govern-
meus in this respect. Supposicg the improvement of the
counditiou of 1he-e ¢lasser has in the past received the
approval of the Government, owing to the lack of special
organisaviou they have tsiled io their abject. Thers is a
general indifference and ¢ven nostility to measures oalou=
lated to improve the depressed classes and the Collecstor
has oot the force or the wili to oarry out such measures;
80 they will beoome inoperatuive owing to the passive
obstruction or iwdiderencs of the subordinates., It is
therefore e#sential tbat 8 sj-ecial staff of officers should
be appointed as prosector of the depresad olasses.”

When the Department was created an able
and sympathetio officer was found in Mr. G. P,
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Paddison who had endeared himself to the -people
by his enthusiasm, accessibility and .affable
manners. Hoe also proved very tactful in handling
industrial labour at a time when it had begun to
-organise itself under the guidance of persons and
parties who wera not always friendly to Govern.
ment, He ocame to be looked upon as a friend of
1abour without incurring the hostility of oapital.
Very soon the department developed under his
-oare and he was given three speoial Assistants to
work in selected districts whose duty however
was mainly concerned with the amelioration of the
-depressed classes. A well considered ‘programme’
was adopted, the main items ‘of which were the
-aequisition of house sites for Panchamas in delta

".areas where the want of house sites-had made them

.practieally serfs to the landlords, the starting of co-
-operative societies and the digging of wells for
drinking water, In delta areas almost every
dnoh of cultivable land has been brought uonder
the plough on acoount of their exceptional
drrigation faocilities and only a very limited
area is available for hutting purposes. But it
is all owned by high-oaste landowners who ¢ompal]
the Panchama agricultural labourer towork
for them by threatening to eject him otherwige.
The Panohama is thus absolutely at the mercy of
the landlord and a virtual helot. The only way of
diberating him is to make him the owner of the
site on which he is living. One ‘of the most im-
portant duties of the Assistants to the Labour
-Gommlqsioner bas therefore been the acquisition of
house sites and giving them to Panchamas. In
do.iqg 80 the co-operative movement has been
utilised to enable the Panchama to pay the valpe of
the site in easy instalments out of his savings, A
better way of making a thrifty and seif.reliant man
of the Panchama could not be thought of. This
waork, however, was bound to lead to some friction
between the land owning classes and the Labour
Department. A strong agitation was therefore set
afoot sometime ago and though it was true that in
individual oases exoessive zeal and tactlessness
had been exhibited on the part of the officers con-
oerned, the agitation on the whole did not sucoeed,
as the justice of the case for Panohamas was
clearly recognised. The other items of the pro-
gramme were unexceptionable and the popularity
of the department would not have suffered but for
the serious blunder committed by the acting head
of the department during Mr. Paddison's absenaa.

That was in connection with the mill strikes
of last year. The acting head of the department
during Mr. Paddison's absence was Mr, T. E. Moir,
Whatever his exoellences were, events showed that
he was not the right man to handle labour in a
orisis. While Mr. Paddison had prevented strikesand
had come to be looked upon as a frisnd of labour,
Mr. Moir praocipitated strikesand came tobe looked
upon by labourers as their enemy, though Govern-
ment intended him to be their protector. He
thought more of his supposed duty as protector of
depressed classes than his duty as Commissioner
of Labour, but whataver his zeal, he was no wise
proteotor of the former. Last year about this tima
labour unrest was specially cinspicuous in Madras
and several unwise strikes were organised It
happened toat the principal office-bearers in labour
organisations were politicians who professed no
love for the (Government. In some oases it is
also true that they encouraged strikes for po-
litical reasons. The connection of such politicians
with labour organisations will easily prejudice a
Government officer against them, but it is the duty
of the Labour Commissioner to rise superior to
.that temptation and take a long view of things,

Mr, Moir failed to do this. Among the Bucking™
ham and Camatic Mill hands that went on -strike -
in June last year, a small minority consisted of
Panchamas who, it may be admitted, were likely to
suffer more than their high oaste fellow-workers:
from the organisation of the strike. The Labour.
Department, the Mill . authorities and Mr. M. C.
Raja. the leader of the Panchamas, all combined to
persuade this minority not tojoin the strike. They-
also went about actively recruiting new Panchama
workers to take the place of the strikers. They
sought and obtained the help of the police and the:
military to protect these blacklegs. An individual
might have the right tojoin ornot in a labour organi-
satiop or a strike oalled by it; but the Labour
Commissioner cannot surely engage himslf in
splitting up labour organisations or defeating them.
But. apart from ethies it proved a most unwise
course. Backed by the Labour Department. the
police and the military, the Panchama workmen-
became militant, managed toget dangerous weapons
and committed indisoriminate assaults on mem-
bers of their communities. There were retalia-..
tions and reprisals; the disturbances assumed
the character of a feud between the
Panohamas on one side and the high-caste Hinduas
and Muhammadans on the other. Murder and
arson became common ‘and anarchy-prevailed
for several months in the metropolis.” On various
ooccasions shooting was resorted to by the police
and the military, but the viotims were generally
caste Hindus and Mussalmans. Relisf from
State funds and public subscriptions, administersd
by the Labour Department, was given exclusively
to the Panchamas, Government supported whole-
hoartedly its officials of the Police and Labour
Departments and refused to recognise their mis-
takes or drawbacks. Responsible representatives
of the people incinding the leaders of the party
which is in power in the Legislative Counecil.
tried to bring about peace but obtained little
support from the authorities.. The result was the
Labour Deparfment became odious in the eyes of
the people and particularly in the eyes of the
party in power. ' .

Mr. M. C. Raja, M. L. C.,, nominated membar
of the Legislative Council, is the most capable non-
official leader of the Panchamas, He worked hand
and glove with the Labour Department and was as
much influenced by itas he influenced it. His follow-
ors indeed looked wupon that department as
theirown. He failed to take a !ong view of thingsand
adopted amilitant policy, The Panchamas lost all
sense of proportion and lay themselves open to the
charge of impudence. Hecarried onhispropaganda
notonly in the city of Madrasbutin the neighbour-
ing distriot of Chingleput, as a result of which the
Panchama agrioultural labourersbegan to defy the
landowners under whom they were working and
to strike work hera and there. Muoh frietion was
tharefore caused between them, which in some
cases not only made the general administration
difficult but landed the Panchama labourers in
great diffiounlties. Work was refused to themand in .
some cases they were obliged to leave their villages. -
What is more important, they incurred the opposi
tion of the district authorities by locking upto a
proteotor outside the distriot and therefore mnot
oaring much for the local officials. The result was
that the Labour Department, in spite of its special -
agency working in the distriot, was able to achieve
very little. The impression gained ground thas
the Labour Department existed to favour the Pan.
chamas against the general public. Not only the
representatives of the landowning olasses but ti,.
majority of the membfm of the Legislative Coun

wif .
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¢il were resolved on humiliating both the depart-
ment and Mr. Raja.

Long before the budget session several mem-
bers had given notice of their infention to
move resolufions recommending the abolition
of the Labour Department., But they did not
come up for consideration partly because the
agenda was very much crowded and also because

of some attempts to bring about a compromise. :

The matter was therefore taken up in the budget
session., It was the Personal Assistant to the
Labour Commissioner and the three special officers
working in three districts that had given effect to
the policy of the deparfment and the Legislative
Coureil thought the best way of punishing the de-
r~rtment was to refuse funds for these appoint-
ments. The ostensible ground was economy—a
vory convenient word when the entire provineial
budget is on the minus side. But i6 was mere
camouflage, as the amount cut down was less than
Rs. 25,000 out of nearly Rs. 7lakhs. Mr. Raja had
attacked the leadurs of the Justice party both in
the Legislative Council and outside. They there-
fore wanted to take their revenge on him., The
‘Personal Assistant to the Labour Commissioner
was known to be his chief friend and adviser. So
they refused the grant on his account. Their
faelings were expressed frankly by a prominent
member of the party who is reportedio have said:
“ We want to abolish this Labour Department even
if it be for a day. fo teach Mr. Raja = proper
lesson."

In spite of some serious mistakes the Labour
Department has done special good to the Pancha-
mas and is capable of doing much more., Nearly
7,000 persons have been enabled to aecquire house
sitesin Tanjore district alone and appiications have
been received from more than 10,000 others. Nearly
200 special co-operative societies have been orga-
aised for the benefit of the Panchamas in that
district, which have been doing inestimable good
to them by inculcating habits of thrift and tempe-
ranece in their members. Many sohools have been
started and wells dug ip all the districts where the
special agency was at work. But at present the
work is in abeyance. The consequence of the
adverse vote of the Legislative Council has been to
retain the Labour Commissioner without giving
him any superior executive staff. The district au-
thorities, about whose zeal and energy in the cause
of the Panchamas the Board of Revenue has been
80 outspoken, are now entrusted with the oarrying
out of the programme and it may safely be pre-
dioted that they will not depart from their tradi-
tions.

The whilom Personal Assistant to the Labour
Commissioner has now gone to (Geneva to take up
an appointment there on the International Labour
Bureau. It may interest our readers to know in
this connection that at the last Assembly of the
League of Nations, the Indian representatives
vigorously protested against the appointments
under the League being almost monopolised by
three or four countries and India not being suffiei-
ently represented on the staff, though she was con-
tributing quite a large amount to the funds of the
League. At that time out of nearly 360 officialsonly
one was an Indian. The Assistant.Commissioner
of Labour in Tanjore Distriot whose energy and
zeal brought him into confliot with the landed in-
terests of Tanjore has niow been installed as the
Publicity Officer. To an energetic executive offi-
oer it is as good a punishment as solitary confine-
mant in a jail, - ‘

The anger of thejpopularrepresentatives against
individuals has been visited upon the institu-

tion and its good work of amelioration has beem:
suspended, Let us, however, hope that the party in
power which has now asserted itself and humiliat-
ed its opponents will restore the special agency
and allow the good work to be carried on.

A SOCIAL SERVANT

THE WORLD OUTSIDE.

Partial Starva- ONE hopes sincerely that all our
tion Part of Nor- Teaders have studied Dr. H. H.
malcy. Mann's already oclaseic zesearches
into the economic conditions of the ocultivators of
the Deccan, If they have done so, thoy cannot but
remember the startling conelusion ouc investigator
was driven to, viz., that on an average a Decoani
villager was 257, underfed. This was in certain
quarters poohpoohed as preposterous: but as a mat-
ter of fact this habitual underfeeding of the bulk
of the population seems by no means unique nor a
merely loeal ocourrence. In-the United States of all
countries, with their notoriousiy high level of the:
standard of life, it would appear that the pheno-
menon pointed to by Dr. Mann is by no means un-
kaswn. Prof. M. E. Jaffs, an eminent dietitian
of the University of California has specified the
minimum health and food requirements of a work-
ing class family : but comparing this minimum.
with the actual items of food bought by these fa-
milies, Mr, B, M. Jewell of the Railway Emplo-
yoees' Union caleulates that there is an annual
deficit for each family of 7514 pounda of meat, fish,.
milk and eggs; 24 pounds of flour, rice and other
cereals ; and 14 pounds of potatoes, vegetables and
fruits. This falling below the minimum, ¢. e. par-
tial starvation, is the result of an average rail--
way employee's family expenditure for 1921 of
$1989.64—and in this connection two further faects-
must be borne inmind : firstly, that the total money
contributed by the Railway Companies only came-
to $1795.49 and, secondly, that the wages in other-
industries compare unfavourably with those paid.
on the railways. Not only therefore is the actual
income of an American railway employee less than-
what a living wage should be, but even of that in--
come-the railway employer supplies only about
907, leaving it to the main breadwinner’s family
to eke out their otherwise still more insufficient.
income.

. . AND in other industries the position.
‘:.'L‘?Z‘Lf?:rf'ﬁﬁ” must evidently be still worse | Well
sumption. (.- may Mr. Geo. Soule of the Ameri-
can “Labour ;Research Bureau” raise the question
in the New Republic of May 3rd, whether a Living-
Wage can be paid at all? Speaking with all the-
authority that his specialist knowledge of the sub-
ject gives him, Mr. Soule states that with the-
plant existing in the United States today 407, more
products could be turned out than is actually the
oase—and that thus there already exists the physis-
oal,possibilitygof properly feeding and clothing.
and housing the whole of the country’s working .



oy

JUNE 8, 1922.)

THE SERVANT OF INDIA.

227

. -

-population. * The truth seems to be, " says he,
' that' we always have a surplus equipment of
plant and operatives which we do mnot keep
anywhere near busy even in normal times.
Undoubtedly we have the natural resources and
the technioal skill, probably we have the plant
and the workers, to produce a high standard
of living for everyome, if only we used them
for that purpose., But unfortunately we do not
do so. "
yeot the first charge on any industry. If, regardless
-of running at a loss, all industries had to pay a
tiving wage, the working population would stimu-
late consumption at least by as much as re-
‘presents the difference between their present wage
and the minimum living wage then enforced. As
a result, theat present compulsory under-consnmp-
tion would oease, demand for the products of all
‘industrias would automatically increase and what
at first seemed a ocertain loss would speedily be
4ransformed into abalance between oost of produc-
4ion and “just price.”

THIS venture, however—for a ven-
ture of faith of eourse it is—cannot
be expected from the present economio system.
Capitalism makes the first charge of an indus-
try not the living wage of the worker, but
the insuring of a steady and increasing return to
the ocapitalist. The venture of faith required in
putting the living wage of the worker first is im-
possible to anybody who merely hopes, that it may
pay in the end: it can only be made by people who
<consider that, whatever may be the consequenoce,
it is not right to put the oclaims of money before
‘the claims of human personality. And that surely is
the best proof that oapitdi®m is intrinsically evil,
that its inevitable tendenoy is to defeat itself.
The more it squeezes the worker, the more it re-
duces the worker's purchasing capaocity ; the more
therefore it restriots the consumption of the very
products on the sale of which its profits depend.
Tbis is one vicious circle; another ome, whioch
would be equally ludiorous, if it was not all eo
tragio, is this: to inorease the profits on an artiole
you must inorease competition for that article ;
that competition is least, when the number of the
articles in question is greatest—therefore to in-
-<crease your profits, reduce production of the arti-
ole. And when, of course, greater oompetition for
the smaller number of articles available results in
an inorease in price, the bulk of the population,
d.e. the worker, whose wages { whether at, below or
above minimum) were related to the former, i.e.

. Vicious Circles.

"oheap, price of the artiole in question, is unable to

«consume this said artiole as much as it used to
do; and the less it} consumes, the less the incen-
tive for the producer to produce it; the less
‘workers needed to produoe ; the greater the un-
-employment ; the greater the compulsory under-
<consumption., And thus we have again arrived at
#he firat vicious circle and can join upboth to make
one, And still do reputedly ;rational beings put

Why ? Because a living wage is not

up with a system, which not merely permits such
criminal lunacy, but is actually based on it!

IN April we read of an * overpro-
duotion ” of milk in Epgland' And
this of course in face of the notori-
ous faoct that neither the children of the East-ends
nor their mothers ever yet have had the necessary
minimum of milk. But no, milk of course is not
produced in England to feed babies, but to yield
profits, The farmer is exploited by the trusts con-
trolling feeding stuffs and fertilizers ; the public is
exploited by the trusts that buy the milk from the
farmer at 8 minimum apd sell it to the consumer
at a maximum-—and so the only way of not being
ground into powder between the upper millstone of
the one trust and the nether niillstone of the other,
is for the farmer to restriet the total amount of
milk available! Take another example—rubber.
This raw material s0 necessary t0 our modern
civilization used to be scld for a couple of
rupees and more per pound. To-day’s quotation is
about ten annas—a price which has ruled now for
more than a year. To get 80 necessary a material
at a third of its former price should, one would
imagine, rejoice the heart of everybody. As an
actual fact the very opposite is the result of this
cheapening : “ market gloomy "—*feeling of de-
pression " —* disagtrous drop in prices "—being
the usual headlines referring to the present state
of the rubber market. Why? Again, because
rubber plantations have not been called into be-
ing, to produce rubber, but profits. And when a
Government, like that of British Malaya refuses to
enforce by statute law a curtailment of the produ-
otion of rubber, it i3 punished by capitalism; by
the latter refusing to lend it money—as the fiasco
of the recent flotation of a Straits Settlements loan
in London has proved.

Milk and
Rubber.

THER again we have this pretty
little tangle. -Rubber is so cheap to-
Communism, - 48y, bacausge there is more produced
than is consumed. That again is so,

bacause one of the great world consumeérs of rub-
ber is not aliowed to get the rubber it wants. We
refer of course to Russia, which has imported not
an ounce of rubber for nearly five years, although,
normally, it is one of the largest world consumers
of that commodity, mainly for the manufaoturs of
" goloshes ", ¢, e. rubber over-shoes, whioh have be-
come almosf a necessity in a Russian winter. And
because Soviet Russia haa hitherto refused to
allow any manufacture for profit making, ¢. e¢. on
the sacrosanct eapitalistic basis, capitalism boy-
ootts all its attempts of carrying on manufacturing,.
even if such boyoott huris some of itse own capita-
listically run industries. For of course the capi-
talist would rather put up with temporory loss
than with oocular demonstration that industrial
manufacture is possible on other than a capitali-
stic basis. BSo that, when prices wers high, the

Capitalistic
nie

rubber industry was engrossed in the msking of
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profits of which there was nc end, whilst when

they are low, it is engaged in waging war against |

the insidious dangers-of Bolshevism: The one pur-
pose for which quite evidently the rubber industry
never yet has existed, is the production of zubber !

WITH all such facts—and could |

A Tolling Bell .

of Capitalism, 'Phe&z not be multlphad indefinitely?

—stanng one in the faee, it is not
surpnsmg tha.t oven capitalists are beginning to
lose thexi- faith in oapitalism. Of course, it is not
to be expeoted that the “ hard-faced men of busi-
ness " should make any other venture—least of all
that of faith—except the time-honoured one of a
merchant advenfurer. But after all, there are
others, Some time ago a new Sooiety was found-
ed, consisting of and appealing to property owners
—a sooiety of people who were froubled in their
consciences about the existing economic system
and who saw the necessity of ending capitalism ;
not because it might pay to do so, but simply
because they realized that it was not right, not to
do s0, Thus was started in England a “National
‘Movement towards a Christian Order of Industry
and Commerce" ; andMr. B. Seebohm Rowntree,
the well-known Quaker Cocoa Magnate, Philanth-
ropist and Author, has recently delivered an
address under the auspices of this new Society on
“Industry as a National Service.” Mr. Rownfree
has since a long timae experimented along lines of
his own towards such end and his well known
Cocoa Works near York are proof, how much can
be thus achieved. This reluctant capitalist who
refuses to leave his religion outside his faotory
distinguishes between executive work and the
work of laying down poliey : whilst he eannot see
that the former can be usefully shared by the
workers, the latter is actually . shared with them,
The Works' policy is dictated by a Central
Council of 29 workers' representatives and of 27
representatives of the administrative staff, and
under it are 15 similarly constituted departmental
counoils. This as yet, alas, rara avis of an emplo-
yer looks upon labour ( vide his book * The Human
Faotor in Business ™ ), socially, as a means of ser-
vice,and individually, as a means of seif-expression ;
and he not only thinks thus, but has the great-
ness of acting thus, even if it should curtail his
own profits, * Even factories might be beautiful ”,
has this wealthy revolutionary the audacity of say-
ing ! He lookssupon himselfas an industrial leader,
as necessary to a factory, as an officer is to his
platoon. In this he may be right or not; his method
of an amalgam of profit-sharing and control-sharing
may be a good solution or not : in any ocase it is
refreshing to find men like him amongst the ¢api-
talists themselves. And that he is not merely a
solitary voice orying in the wilderness is proved
by the formation of the C.0.I.0,—a portent
indeed, and not the least significant, of the pass-
ing of the,bad bold age of unashamed capitalism.
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