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TOPICS OF. THE WEEK. 

A DEBA.TE was raised by way of an 
1:.tl~1=t!:~ adjournment motion in the Counoil 

of State on the prosecution of Mr. 
Gandhi, and the answer .waa elicited from the 
Government of India that the proseoution indioat­
ed no ohange in the Government's polioy; that 

. they had pursued a polioy of forbearanoe 8S Jong 
aa they could, and when it nO longer beO&D1e possi· 
ble to do ao they were forced to take aotion, "They 
had given the non· co-operation .party an .opportu­
nity of revising its attitude. After the Bardoli re-
80lution, the non-oo-operation party had not taken 
that opportunity, and Government, therefore, oame 
to the conclusion that they could no longer hold 
tlleir hand." Does this mean that after the Bardoli 
resolutions were announced the Govemment wait­
ed to aee if they would be loyally carried out .by 
the non-co-operators, thus effecting a complete 
ohange in Ihe programme which the party had 
mapped out for themselvea, but .when they found 
that instead of being oarried out, these ",eaolulions 
were departed from in eSlential points at Delhi, 
there was nothing left for them . but to embark 
upon the pro.ecution? If tbis is the meaning of 
the Government's reply. then olearly there 'Waa no 
justifioation whatsoever for this aotion. We have 
alre&dy express~d our opinion of the Delhi resolu­
tions and adhere to it, but deploring as we do those 
resolutions, one cannot ignore-and the Government 
oannot ignore-the persistent attempts made by Mr, 
Gandhi immediately after the resolutions were 
passed to evaouate them, as we said at the time, of 
all their olIDtenta and pratioally to reduoe them 
&0 a r~chau1fBof the Bardali resolutions'. No 
justifioation oan be found for the Government's 
aotion In tbe ohangea of programma of the nOn-co­
operation party. but every reason oan be found for 
it in the bowl of the Diehards in England. 

• • • 

WHEN we read that Mr. Gandhi_ 
~Y&~':.~ sentenoed OD eaoh of three COUD'ts 

to two years' Bimple imprisonment , 
we wondered what the three counts could be under 
seotion 124 A of the Indian Penal Code, and doubt­
ed if eaoh of the three -inoriminating artioleshad 
not been regarded as a separate count, But ~e 
hastened to repress our doubt, believing that ,it 
was impossible that the sentenoE-CGuld have been 
trebied beoause three seditious articles were prov­
ed agaimt Mr. Gandhi. It now appears, however, 
tbat suoh ift the sober truth,. and if 80 it is nothing 
less than amazing, It is oertainly not the Gov­
ernment's opinion" that Mr. Gandhi wrote only 
the.e three seditious artioles. during his .non·oo­
operation campaign; if they. prosecuted him on 
these arioles, they must surely have done so for 
the general tendency .of his writings, and the 
tendenoy was to be proved on the evidenoe of these 
three artioles. And to a layman it would .ppear 
that if a,sentenoe was to be imposed upon him, 
it would be for the seditious tendenoy of his writ­
ings as a whole and not for eaoh of the seditious 
articles that could be disoovered against him. If 
the view taken in this trial is oorreot, then we 
oannot understand why all the baok numbere of 
l'oun" India sinoe Mr. Galldhiinaugurated tht' 
Don-oo-operation movement were not requisi­
tioned and the writer punished separatelY for 
every artiole appearing in them. For it is impos­
sible to say that the three artioles whioh the Gov. 
ernment seleoted for the prosecut~on partake IOfa 
seditious oharaoter in any speoial degree phich.is 
Dot equally applioable to almost every other ... rti. 
ole writtsn by Mr. Gandhi reoently. Surely the 
Government did not singls out just three out of 
all this maBB of articles witb the view of having 
the aggregate Bentenoe suit their ideas of whd 
Mr. Gandhi deserved t 

• • • 
THE proteotion .whioh military ex-

5 ••• "a' ad .... _ penditure has enl'oved all these 
pDCCI. J 

years from public oritioism has 
made its growth moat reokless and has enoouraged 
the praotioe of the most shooking extravaganoe. 
In an able speeoh the like of whicb we do not re­
member to have been made On the Indian budget 
sinoe the days of the late Mr. Gokhale, Sir Siva­
swami Aiyer was able to sbow that without the 
slightest decrease in tbe present effioienoy of the 
fighting foroe and without embarking on a polioy 
of Indianization but by cutting off luxuriea of 
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organisation, it would be possible to effect an eco­
nomy of no less than Rs. 581 lakhs in tbe military 
expenditure propased for tbe next year. To men­
tion only one or two instances from the wealth of 
details supplied by him, there would appear to be 
.. one doctor excluding sub assistant surgeons to 
every three patients, which seems ratber a high pro­
portion." The salary of .... n inspeotor of pbysical 
tr .. ining" is only Rs. 64.200 per annum' And the 
saving that onuld be effected by the Indianization 
of the army would be really astounding. Sir Siva­
.wamy Aiyer was willing that that polioy should 
be fallowed quite cautiausly and suggested that in 
the next year only 10 Britisb units should be re­
placed by Indian units. Zut the saving that would 
be effeoted by it would be no less than Rs. 125lakhs. 
Exoept for a false idea of prestige we do not see 
any reason for Government not accepting his propo-
8als for cutting cff the luxuries of organisatinn. A 
Geddes axe is what the Government of India mast 
badly wants. But if it caunot get as good an in­
strument let us hape that the proposed Retrenoh­
ment Committee will prove a tolerable substitute. 

• • • 
IN our issue of March 2nd we spoke 

lr:.!!:p::;t~d of the educational facilities reserved 
Unlted State.. E I to uropeans in ndia. The Anglo_ 

Saxon mind apparently works pretty much alike 
everywhere: for from the Orisis of Febrllary.,j list 
to hand we gather that N egraes fare even worse in 
the United States. 

.• In 'he 15 Sta.tes and tb.e District of Columbia for 
which sa.laries by race could bd obta.ined, the publio sohool 
teaohers reoeived $42,510.703 in salaries. Of this sum 
$36.649827 was for the teaohers of 3.552.431 white ohild­
ren aod $5,860.876 for the tea.ohers of 1,852,181 oolored 
children. On B per oapita basiS, this is $10,32 for eaoh 
white child and 12.89 for eaoh oolored ohild." 

The same issue gives a few glaring facts .. in iicon­
nection with one specific, throllgh by no means 
exceptional, case-that of the State of Mississippi 
-typioalof the Southern States of the American 
Union in general. Of High Sobools there are 575 
rural ones for 1% lakhs of white children, but not 
one for t\le 2 lakbs of calored children. In cities, 
the whites have 400 suoh schools, the blaoks four 
of a lesser standard. Of Agrioultural High Soh.)ols 
the whites have got 49, the blaoks. none. At its 
last session the Legislature voted three and a half 
million dollars far the support of Colleges for the 
whites, and $50,000 for the blacks. You will S8Y 

that perhaps tbere is no demand for higher educr.­
tion amongst the negroes of Mississippi? Not 
only is there, but it is even so strong that the 
whites with fiendish ingenuity have had to make 
it. illegal for the N .groes to tax themselves for 
eohools' Only "qualified electors" may do that; 
but the Mississippi Negro of oourse is disqualified. 
Where, as in the Negro town of Mound Bayou, 
the Negroes were permitted ta tax themselves, 
they put up a lakh of dallars for a school, An ins­
tructive glimpse of what it is like to be a col au red 
oitizen of an Anglo-Saxon Oommonwealth I 

• • • 

MORE and more is it being disoern­
P~,:::.~~d ed that the greatest olash for the' 

future will lie not so much in the 
antagonism between bourgeoisie and prole lariat, 
as in that between town and country. The trouble, 
as usual, lies in the fact that the .. workers" and 
.. peasants" understand each other so little. that 
they move in different worlds and look at the other 
man's canditions from the point of view of t'>eir 
own. Nowhere is this more apparent than in tbe 
contradictory value placed upon cottage industries 
by agriculturists and industrialists respectively_ 
The latter are impatient of the orude,labariaus and 
unscientifio way work is carried on, whioh oOllld 
be done in the twin Iding of an eye by m~chinery. 
The former are aghast at the conditions prevailing 
in urban faotaries and are convinoed that nothing 
good oan passibly corne of sllch de-hllmanized sys­
tem. The fir.t mistake is ta oompare seasonal with 
regular work: rllral industries sbollid be striotlY 
seasonal, providing occupation and however small 
an additional income dllring the slack: time of the 
year, when no work on the land is possible. This 
is where Mr. Gandhi's charkha oomes in and it is 
..s absurd to deny its value as a subsidiary rllral in­
dllstry. as it is to hail it as the substitllte f..,r all in­
dllstrial machinery. It really should be treated as 
the equivalent of the t09VQ worker's allotment gar­
den where the bare statement of the cost of raising 
a cabbage does by na means represent tha real 
v~llle to the factory worker of the work .done by 
him on his cabbage patoh. The real undarly ing 
mistake i~ to think of all work: in terms of praduo­
tion, instead of prodllcers ; of ma.terial efficiency, 
instead of moral value. Nothing is more SOlll-des­
troying for man than to overspeoialize-and tne 
man whode sole occupation is the pllnching out of 
pin heads becomes as witless as his brother who.e 
sphere of work is bounded by the blinds of his rice 
patch. In a Oommonwealth, whioh places tbe in­
divid.ual oitizen first and last, no agriculturist 
should be without the opportunity of seasanal in­
dllstrial work, nor any industrial worker be de­
prived of the exhilaration of having a bit of a 
garden patoh of his own to look after. The drink 
evil is to the largest extent a desperate effort to 
tr .. nscend the monotony of one's daily work: what 
about trying cottage indllstries and subllrban allot­
ment. ? 

* • • 
THE four per oent. inorease in exoise 

Not Protective. but duty. on ootton piecegoods being 
R.eveaae yleldlDI' 

rejeoted by the Legislative Assem-
bly, the oorresponding increase in the import duty 
was also reieotedby it. The division on the latter 
motion aut aoross the Ilsual party divisions in that 
Hause: the leaders of the National and Democratio 
parties oombined to retain the import duty at the 
old rate, while prominent members of both parties 
as well as independent members wbo have not at­
taohed themselves to either party were to be fOllnd 
in both lobbies. It is by na mdans diffioult to under­
stand the motives whioh must have actuated tha 
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members in casting their Totes as they did. While 
undoubtedly most of the members were in favour 
of increasing the import duty as a measure of pro-

. teotion-and Mr.Seshasiri Aiyar's vote in this sense 
is very slgnifioant, he being a member of the Fisoal 
Commission-the majority thought they must sue­
pend their judgment on the question of the most 
advantageous fisoal tariff for India till the Com­
mission's report was available, and that for the pre. 
sent they oould consider the proposal only in the 
light of a revenue-produoing duty. But a minority 
were of the opinion tbat they might as well utilise 
tbe first opportunity that had offersd to carry out 
their proteotionist idea.. On the whole there is n<> 
doubt that the Assembly has aoted wisely in fore. 
going the advantage which was within its reaoh 
till the conolusions of the Fiscal Commission, 
whioh we are told are uDanimous and therefore in 
favour of Proteotion, have be~n considered by the 
Government and the Legislature. 

• • • 
THE amendment moved on this 

Tb .......... 10 subject by the Hon'ble Mr. Lalubhai ............ 
Samaldas in the Council of State 

has, however, a signifioanoe of its own. Agreeing 
that a four cent, inorease in the import duty on 
piecegooda was inadvisable in the existing. oondi­
tions, he moved for a nominal increase of half 
per oent.-not surely to add to the revenue or tl! 
afford inoreased proteotion to the indigenous in­
dustry, bu't merely to assert the Legislature's right 
to arrange her tariff as it suited India, regardless 
of how it might reaot on Lanoashire or other parts 
of the British Empire, Surely there will be plenty 
of oocasionl to test the value of the fisoal freedom 
which has been aocorded to India by the reforms, 
and the inoreale in import duties, if it is approved 
by the legislature, may well be postponed for 80me 
time. But when one lees the frantic agitation now 
being oarried on in the interest of Lanoashire 
merely beoause the excise duty is not raised to 
8ult her interests, it becomes olear that Mr. Lalu. 
bbai's amendment was not without justifioation. 
If India has fiscallndependenoe, as we are assured 
over and over again in the most authoritative 
fashion that she bas, Lanoashire oan have no reason 
to be upset by our keeping the duties at the 
old level, and the answer one is tempted to make to 
luoh an agitation Is an inorease in the duty, not so 
muob ·to benefit oneself as to spite one's ,enemy. 
We do not regret that the Counoil of State rejeoted 
the amendment, but it oertalnly refleots the temper 
of the Indian Legislature if Lanoashlre oontinues 
nagging at It. 

• • • 
THE Hon'ble Mr, Madhusudan Dns, 

.. Mlnl •• o.·. the Publio Health Minister of Bihar w.aJL ..... 
• and Orissa, bewailed his lot in the 

Legislative Counoil in the following terms: 
"Cao Ii'. (a Miniet,r) transfer a Civil Sur,lora' Caa h. 

remOTI. Ci.il 8Ur'KIOD t CaD h. exeroi •• aDJ oontrol 
o.or ,hom (1. J(. B. ollioen)' OaD h. aeud 'he Oi .. iI 
8ur.,0D. '0 'be Nmot •• , .Ulaa.' wbere oholera ia I'&IlDB. 
or ,. bere ther. 18 • flood' Oaa bl 1.7 to a OiyU Su .... on. 

'OOlDe, help me,' aDd will che Civil Surgeon come l' The 
position of 8 MiDisler is lite thil. You. hold him responsi­
ble. but you haYe giV811 him DO power. Hia poeitioD. i. 
like a maD aiUlog Dear the driving whell and ,-au are 
told JOD. shan be 1'88Po1l8ible for acoidents if the motor 
goes wrong; Dot the driver buS J'ou. shall be respou..ible. 
Tho I. abaurd." 

Against this queer plaint, we have the olear as­
surance of Col. Austen Smith, Inspector­
General of Civil Hospitals, tbat there need be no 
misgiving on the score : 

aoIn his speeoh the Honlble Minishr· baa said tbat he 
canDot even order a Civil Surgen to aooompaD.J' him to 
iovestigate an outbreak of aholera. I QaD assure him 
that, .1 the head 01 mJ' service and the Me.:liaal Depar~ 
menti of tihia provinae. he caD. issue any orders he conBidl'll'Jr 
neoessary. and they will be loyall., obeyed by aD,. uf BIg' 
Civil Surgeon". He aan nat auured that all Civil 
Surgeoul of I. lI. 8. wllllo,aUy aarry oul an, order he 
may iSlue." 
If, being given statutory authority over a de. 

partment, a Minister is reluo"tant to exeroise it and 
feels overawed by his European subordinates, he 
does wrong not only to his own provinoe b~t to the 
whole oountry by oontinuing nominally in power. 
The only oourse open to him is ta make way for 
one who will wield the power. 

• • • 
THE removal of untouchability 

Wb .... v ....... • having been laid down by Mr. 
blllt,. removed? • 

. Gandhi as a neoessary preliminary 
oondition for the attainment of swaraj, it is of some 
importanoe to define when untouohability could 
be oonsidered to have been removed. Some would 
appear to be easily satisfied, the test proposed by them 
being the admission of the Panohamas into publio 
sohools. Others are more exaoting and insi.t 
on their being freely allowed to take water from 
the village wells. But what do the Panohamas 
themselves s&y? At a oonferenoe of the Telegu and 
Tamil leather-worker oastes, held recently in 
Madras under the presidenoy of the Rajah of 
Pithapuram, the ohairman of the reoeption . com­
mittee, an enlightened Panohama who has been 
nominated to the Madras Ligislative Counoil, said 
on hehalf of his oommunity that until they 
were allowed to bathe in the temple tanks, enter 
the shrines and offer worship to the gods like the 
other Hindus, untouchability oould not be- said to 
be removed, As tbe Rajah of Pithapuram Ceelingly 
asked, are not the Panohamas as muoh the ohildren 
of God as the other oastes are and oan there be a 
more heinous sin thau to prevent a ohild from 
seeing its father and mother? 

• • •• 
THE Government of Iudia have 

w __ .... given effect to a reoent resolution 
of the Legislative Assembly moved 

by Mr, N. M, Joshi and passed by a large majority 
asking for the removal of sex disqllalifiostion of 
eleotors to the Legislative Assembly. Aooording 
to the Eleotoral Rules this removal of disqualifica­
tion can apply only to provinoes where no suoh 
disqualifioation exists in the matter of elections to 
the looallegislatures. That is to lay, H oan apply 
at present onlylo Bombay and Madr .... 
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GENOA. 
WHEN Washington was on the point of petering 
out and it beoame apparent that the limitation in 
armaments boiled itself simply down to a substitu­
tion of submarines for capital ships, and that the 
final disappearanoe of the Anglo·Japanese alli­
ance heralded only the first appearan~e of a 
Franco-Japanese alliance: it was at that psyoho­
logical moment that the inimitable Mr. George 
made his bid for the support of all common-sense 
people throughout the world Rnd advooated the 
Economic Reconstruction of Europe. After all the 
fine words at Washington, he, Lloyd George, the 
man who won the War and won, er, that is to say, 
was about to win the Peace, he himself was going 
to butter really the parsnips of a distracted world. 
No more nonsense about high flown Naval Politios 
and Pacts and Paoifio problems: it was plain busi­
ness that was called for. Europe was on the road 
tb bankruptcy: then let all good Europeans and es­
pecially all good European business men come 
*ogether and in a business-like way put the totter­
ing ooncern on its feet again. After Washington 
and pretence, Genoa and realities. 

The gesture was fine. After all, had not Lloyd 
George signed the Irish Peace? So perhaps, he.· 
really meant more than a gesture this time. Was 
the economio peaoe all the world longed for per­
haps going to be signed at Genoa after all? 
Expectations oould oertainly not have been higher. 

But just as Briand had agreed to Genoa, 
Briand had to resign and pass the reins of his 
government to Poinoare, the leader of the l<'rench 
Diehards. And the first thing that Poinoare did 
was to say point blank that he detested Confer­
ences; all conferenoes, Bnd partioularly the Geno81 
Conference. After that the curtain of seoret diplo­
maoy desoended upon this tableau of .. Complete 
Aooord " between the two allies. When it went up 
again, it showed a Poinoare saying, that of course 
Franoe would attend Genoa, but· there must be pre­
paration for it. Tbe "Complete Aooord" of the two 
allies must be still fluther completed; Franoe and 
England must first of all, privately, agree on what 
Genoa is to decide, so that, when Genoa does even­
tUBlly oome off, it need merely speotacularly re­
gister wbat has already been decided. In faot, M. 
Poincare agrees to the Genoa Conferenoe, provided 
it is not a ·Conferenoe, hut a pantomime. In order 
to do that, it is further indispensable to eliminate 
Russia and Germany, who in a real Conferenoe of 
course would havo been able to veto ready-made 
Anglo· French deoisions. Henoe Rus3ia cannot be 
tolerated at Genoa, 9lI:oept in the role of a penitent 
monster; and Germany-. Well, Germany of 
course W8S not going to be treated like t.hat at all : 
only the terms of the.. Versailles Treaty being un­
alterable and saorosanct, of course Genoa must 
rule out of order any little side·issues suoh as Ger­
man Reparations &0. 

As luck would have it, just then the Bonomi 
Cabinet fell and Italy, whioh as host was to make 

all necessary preparations, found itself without a 
government. Signor Bonomi oontinued for • 
little longer, until a suocessor could be found and 
by the time that had been done, it was olearlY too 
late to assemble at Genoa on Maroh 8th, the date 
originally find. M. Poinoare thought a delay of 
three months a minimum, but eventually agreed to 
a del&y of one month. 

Simultaneously the Frenoh discovered a burn­
ing zeal in their nation for-the League of Nations. 
The French who until then had done more than 
anybody else· to stultify the League, who had 
opposed the only palicy whioh oould have assured 
reality to the League-viz. the admission of Ger­
many and Russia-now Buddenly were wonderfullY 
solioitous about the insult to the League, of oaU­
ing a speoial, Conference at Genoa, when the 
League at Geneva was all ready and eager to do the 
job. One understands that after the Upper Silesia 
verdiot of the League, France would think better 
of that hitherto hated step. child of hers: but what 
is really incomprehensible is ,hat people like Lord 
Grey and Lord Robert Cecil should have been 
taken in by such transparent "solicitudo!" about the 
League's status. Or had they realized that nothing 
was any more to be hoped for from Genoa, and that 
Geneva .at least' promised still some sort of a hope, 
forlorn hope perhaps, still a hope? 

MeRnwhile the secret diplomaoy, beloved by 
M. Poinoare, pursued its subterranean course. 
Franoe after having publioly refused to " shRke 
hands with murder" and meet Russia at Genoa as 
an equal among equals, privately sent emissaries 
to Moscow-to discuss the terms of a possible alli­
anoe! Some" realpolitik", that! You see Poland is 
a squeezed lemon. Its current year's budget shows 
1() billion paper token on the revenue side and 
110 billion on the expenditure side, and it needs 
no labouring to prove that under the oiroum­
stsnces even with the best will in the world the 
Polish half of the Fralloo-Polish pincers enolosing 
G'ermany would soon prove utterly useless for 
bearing any strain, if indeed it hr.d not aotually 
done so already.' With an imaginativeness 
and versatility whioh does her diplomats hon­
our France.faoed the problem of a substitute. 
If Poland is no good any more, why not Russia? 
After all, Russia to-day has the biggest army in 
the world and, with a judicious supply of war 
material, would soon have the finest army in the 

. world too. After all, extreme disparity in politios 
never stood in the way of an alliance between the 
Frenoh Republio Bnd Tsarist Russia: so why 
should it do so in the case of modern French Diehards 
and RussiBn Bolsheviks? Whether meant serioulI­
ly or not, the soheme in any case had the result of 
nipping the great entente between England, Ger­
many and Russia, which was just beginning to 
bud and which, it was hoped, would burst into full 
bloom at Genoa. Onoe more, England had been 
foiled in its designs of isolating Franoe. 

As for Germany, ii suffioes to say that whilst 
the public debt in 1914 amounted to 5,000 million 
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marks and at the time of the armistice to 140.000, it 
had reaohed the fantastic figure of 418,000,000,000 
marks and six months ago-the latest lignre we oan 
lay our hands upon at the moment. Any tum in the 
8cre ... of trying to squeeze more blood out of the 
German otone, of oourse leads to further leaps in 
the total Publio Debt of Germany, to further issue 
of paper marks, and to further oollapse of the Ger­
man exchange. Last Christmas it was, that the 
Inter Allied Reparation Oommission as its only 
reply preseDted its revolver to the forehead of Ger­
many which had juet thought that it had proved 
even to them, that it oould not, really could not, 
pay anything further. The German exohange 
thereupon fell from 700 to 1000. To-day, that the 

I same Commission has made the same reply to a 
similar German appeal, the mark has rushed down 
from 1000 to 1500 for £1. It is rsally obvious, that 
Germany truthfully is and al ... ays ... m he quite 
incapable of paying the grotesque sums demanded. 
Then ... hat? Abate the preposterous Reparation 
olaime? Not at all, say Poincare, Fooh & Co. : if 
the Bache does not pay. we'll pull the trigger; his 
life or his money. But, you ask, what good' That 
will not crea~e the money you want? No. say 
they; it's his life or his money we want; and, in 
fact, it's hi. life rather than hia money that we 
really want. • .• 

The speotaole thus presented does not make a 
very pretty pioture for that Franoe which .till 
believes itself to be the light of all other nations. 
the very caryphaN.s of all bumanity. But what will 
you? After all. Frenoh Public Debt,oompared witb 
the German Publio Debt. sho .... no 8ssential differ­
enoe : before the war, at the Armistioe and six 
months ago, the respeotive figures for France were 
34,000 ; 151,000; and 320,000 million franos. Ifther. 
is any differenoe. it is merely that of exohange, 
and at the present exohange France is as muob 
worse off than Germany, than the Franc is better 
value than the Mark. What a vioious circle I The 
more you make Germany pay. the higher its 
publio debt. the higher that debt, the lower the ma, k. 
the lo ... er the mark. the lower the value of the debt. 
So one understands the impotent rage of a Franoe 
that sees itself bamed, after having believed itself 
to have been-at a oolossal oost-definitively vioto. 
riou.. But if such allowanoes oan be made for 
Francie. what can be said for Mr. George. who 
more than anybody else i. responsible for the pra­
sent impossible reparation load of Germany 
through his oontemptible 'bungling at Versailles t 
For it i. Mr. George. who has reoognized again and 
again the iniquity of the Versailles provisions 
after having signed tbem; who goes on makingons 
.. stem daolaration .. after another to that effeot; 
who tells Franoe-at a safe distanoe-that suoh 
fooling must now really stop: and who yet every.· 
time eat. hi. words and after a seaside po ... -wow 
with Franoe's representative allows himseif to be 
politely bowed out. Was there ev.r a more prepost .... 
au. attitude than that of Mr. George, who fanoies 
himself as Diotator of Europe, whu talks big and 

never does .nything I What is gained by holding 
up Franoe 10 publio opprobrium in one moment. 
and in the next oountenanoing, aotively or passive­
ly, the very aotion on tbe part of Franoe, for whioh. 
she was pilloried by him? If that is etatesman­
ship, we must say, we prefer idiooy. 

Now this Mr. George. who. from Prinkipo 0& 
Genoa, has always seen right and never yet had 
the pluok to aot right: he of all people should no ... 
peremptorily demand from Parliament.n unequi­
vooal vote of oonfidence. to enable him to go to­
Genoa! The audaoity really takes one's breath 
away. Who can still believe. that Genoa will lead 
to any tangible and benefioial results? Who pa ... 
licularly. would .till believe that Mr. George 
... ould aohieve anything tangible or beneficial, 
whether at Genoa or any ... here else? 

Certainly not Washington. 
Washington has declined to take part in the 

Genoa pantomime, and has said so, very olearly 
and unambiguously. But it has not been content 
with this negative part. The United States ar. 
full,. a ... are that Europe is bankrupt; they eveo 
more painfully are a ... are that bankrupt oustomers 
are of no earthly use. But realizing that inter­
European jealousy is merely dail,. intensifying the 
ganeral bankruptoy and that there is no hope for 
Eoonomio Reoonstruotion, unless the playing at 
war oea88S in Europe: Washington has now taken 
a hand to -stop this European folly. not merely 
negatively by ahstaining from Genoa, but positive­
ly, by three diatinot ac1s. 

Primo :-Washington presents with its oompli. 
ments • statement of the monies due by Europe 
and requests au early settlement; 

Secundo :-Washington reoalls the last of its 
Army of Oooupation from the Rhine; 

Tertia :-Washington demands a seat 00 the 
Allied Reparation Commission. 

The honours ars certainly with Washington.-

PARTIES IN THE CENTRAL 
LEGISLATURE. 

THE Demooratio Party in the Central Legisiature 
has sinoe been followed by the National Party un­
der the leadership of Sir P. S. Sivaswamy Aiyer. 
There is besid.s another party. that of the Indepen­
dente. a straggling. indefinite body with no organi. 
sation and no programme. So far as one oan see, 
there are no distinotive features whioh mark off 
one from the oth~r; both have Responsible Govern­
ment as their goal; both have • oonstruotive 
Boheme of moral and materi&l progress; both desire 
European oo-operation and b~th wish to co-ope­
rate with the Government when desirable and op­
pose them wheo neoessary. The Democrat. call 
themselves as oonstituting ao Opposition; an Op­
position in the Central Legislature i. an anom.ly 
at present and the party is therefore in no sense one 
th ... t can oome into power by displaoing the exeou­
tive. If the N ationsls stand for development on' 
orderly Iin~s, the Demoorats do the same and Ih. 
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suggestion that the latter may show hostility to 
Government is entirely baseless. Sir Vithaldas 
ThaClkersey, speaking at the dinner he gave recent­
ly to members of the Legislature, said:-

This is the oooaaion when meD of all shade. of opinion 
should join tbeir handa and Rupport the Government of 
India in their fight &gai08t the reaotionaries and die­
bards in England, who may:otherwile upset all the good 
work that hal been done up to DOW. The attitude which 
Bis Exoellenoy the Viceroy and the Government of India 
have taken regarding the many important questions 
which agitate ~be publio mind 8n4 supporting our just 
claims is DOW too well known for me to refer to in detail 
here. 

He further assured the Government that they oould 
101 ways oount on tbe wholehearted support of 
his party in all measures taken by them to advance 
Indian interests. What then may be the raison d' 
'Ire for the existence of two parties whose ostensi­
ble eims are identioal? The reason must be found 
either in differences based on personnel or on the 
attitude of the members towards public questions. 
One may ask what prevented Sir P. S. Sivaswamy 
A.iyer from joining the Demooratioparty, and he 
had only to do it for his being enthusiastioally 
elected as its leader. But he and several others 
could not, partly for personal reasons and partly 

. because generally the outlook of the latter 
differs from that of Democrats. It may in the end 
tUln out tJ be that the one is Radica.l and the other 
Conservative, one bold, courageous and inclined to 
take risks, and the other moderate, timid and un­
willing to undertake hazardous enterprises. The 
composi tion of the two parties is instructive: one 
is composed predominantly of the elected members 
of the Assembly, the other has many nominated· 
members; the strength of one is more than double 
the other and publio opinion is entirely in favour 
of the former, as reflecting popular feelings. 

One cannot but admit that the formation of 
parties has led to many advantsges in the trans­
action of public business. A sense of disoipline. 
has been evolved, and also a sense of responsibility 
Members are learning to concentrate upon parti­
oular subjects and there is division of labour. 
The time of the Assembly is not so much spent 
upon du6licated questions and resolutions. Ex­
change of opinion. oonjoint action, better voting 
and better organisation have been brought about. 
But, there are serious disadvantages in frittering 
the popular element in the Assembly and in creat­
ing and enoouraging party rivalries. The Cen­
tral Government is irresponsible; the presence of 
three Indian members in the Executive Counoil 
does not alter tbe character of the Government. 
Only partial power has been bestowed upon the 
Assembly and until full power and complete re­
sponsibility are secured, it will be wrong and in­
jurious to national interests to break the united 
strength by artificially created differenoes. It 
will be tilDe enough, when responsibility has to 
be shouldered, to form parties; and then they may 
have to be oonstituted on quite different lines. 
In many provinoes, parties have not. yet formed 

though there is partial responsibility, because no 
vital, live issues have arisen to necessitate divi­
sions. Where they have been established, aa hi 
Madras or in tbe United Provinces, they do not 
and cannot oorrespond to the parties whioh are 
now in existence in the Central Legislature. 

Ata time when the whole nation is astir and 
desires 8W~raj in the quickest possible time, the 
energies of the popular element in the Assembly 
must be direoted, not in creating differenoes bet­
ween one section .nd another, but in seouring 
greater and greater power from the Government. 
One is unable to see why the Nationals should have 
voted with the Government in the four divisions 
over the grants, in regard to two of which, the 
Democrats were defeated. The latter cannot be said 
to have been unreasonable and yet we have the 
spectacle of the majority of elected members being 
defeated by a combination of eleoted and nominat­
ed elements. But this is a comparatively small 
matter. A time may come, it may come sooner 
tha-n. may be imagined, when grave politioal issues 
may·arise, and then the Government quite natur­
ally will try to play one party against another to 
the detriment of national interests. The party thus 
approaohed by Government may be adamantine 
and rejeot the advances. .But the opportunities 
for sowing dissensions will be greater than when 
there is only one party, one single phalanx of 
robust, intrepid representatives bent upon obtain­
ing power by all the means open within the con­
stitution. Inoidentally the new grouping in the 
Assembly threatens the already attenuated ranks 
of Liberals in the country. Members of this per­
suasion have joined either party, and if corresond­
ing parties are to be started.in the provinces, then 
still fUrther depletion will take place, a result 
whioh has obviously escaped the attention of 
people up in Delhi. 

POLITIC US. 

AMERICA'S TWO DR Y YEARS. 
IN the disoussions now going on in all the provin­
ces regarding the future excise policy of India, the 
one unoertain element which oonfronts those witb 
whom it rests to shape that polioy is the suocess 
or non-sucoess which has attended Prohibition 
in the United States. Curiously enough, the pro­
tagonists on both sides appeal to the el:perience 
of America and draw conolusions therefrom in sup­
port of the partioular view which they hold anJ, 
what is more, the statistics put forward by either 
seem at the first blush to justify it oompletely. The 
truth is that the aooounts which we usully reoeive 
from Amerioa of the results which have flowed 
from this her great venture are so obviously colour­
ed by i. bias either in favour of or against Prohibi­
tion that they afford really very little help to all 
impartial student of the question. Fortunately in 
P. W. Wilson's acoount-some excerpts from whioh 
are given below-we have a story upon which 
relianoe can be piaced, for the writer·does not 9t&r& 
with any preconoeption and has 110 p&riioulu 
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-thesis to prove or disprove. He was specially 
. commissioned to prepare a report on the entire 
·-question of Prohibition for the' oonsideration of 
aoolal students in the United Kingdom, and this 
<lomml8sion it will be seen has been 8J:ecuted with 
ability and in a thoroughly diepassionate spirit. 
'!'he following passages of the report, therefore, will 
be found as instruotive as they are interesting; 

.but the whole report, being a weighty and authori­
tative oontribution t.> the discussion of the spieot, 
is well worth perusal by temperanoe·workers. 

In the past there have been four methods for 
taking stimulants or narootica first as beer, second­
ly as wine, thirdly as spirits, and lastly as drugs. 
Beginning with beer I fiod that by general· admis"' 
eion oommeroial brewing has cea.ed. Some months 
ago there was a deoision allowing suoh brewing to 
be renewed for medical purposes ooly, but Congress 
has sinoe forbidden this by legislation-the 
Wallis-Campbell Aot. With the disappearanoe of 

. the legal saloon there iH nil means of distributing 
beer, owiog to its bulk, aod the only ql1estion tha~ 

.remains is to what extent there has sprung up the 
praotioe of brewing beer in the home: Such 
brewing is both possible aod inexpensive, 
and tho most sensational figures have been 

. given for Chioago, New York and other oities to 
in die at. that it is prevalent. These statistios are 
however estimates only, and it does not appear as 
,if there were any comparison between the volume 
·of beer aotually home.brewed and the former 
-supplied by a highly organised, efficiently oond ucted 
and legally reoognised indl1stry. Home brewing 
involves trouble. This trouble falls on the 
housewife. And it is this very housewife who has 

.supported prohibition. 

. In a oountry so full' of enterprise as is' the 
United States it was inevitable that speoi"Jitie9 
for home brewing would be advertised and sold. 
Suoh brewing is, however, megal, and if it Oon­

,tinues after the novelty has worn off it .. would be 
possible for· Ooogress to legislate-if legislation 
ie neoessary-against the supply of the prepared 
.ingredients. My belief is that this aspeot of the 
ease has been muoh exaggerated and that in any 
event h is only of a temporary importanoe. I am, 
of oourse, dealing with the matter from the 
etandpoint of a British observer, who hBs to 
.compare the situation with that of his own 
oountry, where there are .100,000 liquor licenses 
for ~O,OOO,OOO people. By the sids of that tact 
home brew in the United States is, I am oonvino­
.. d, only a pioturesque detail. That some families 
.ar. so amusing themselves Is probable. That in­
advertently they may be poisoning themselves is 
pussibla, but tbat the bobby will develop in years 
to oome seems inoredibla. 

With regard to wina I would say that this 
seen;ts another d~tail, Whil,e tilere ara amusiog 
stories of aloohoho melons In California and of 
suspeoted minoemeat and brandied fruits the 
~road faot is that tha fel mentation of wine ~s an. 
mdustry, as in Franoe or Portugal, is not oarrled 
on in tha United States. Some housewives have 
fo~ many years pre!,ared thair oordials and they 
wlll doubtlQSS oontmue in soma oases still to do 
this, ~ut, gene~ally speaking, wine oan only be 
~~lenl.hed by Import from Europe. That import 
IS Illeg"l exoept for saorament,,1 or for medioinal 
purpases. It i. po .. ible that there has been some 
-evasion of the law in botb these directions but 
.... o.nt legislation-the WilIis.C"mpbell Act-

forbids further imports until exist,ng stocks in 
bond are exbauated by permit. It is stated Ih"t in 
1920 France exported 8.000,000 bottles of oham­
pagne to Britain. To the United. States, with mor ... 
than double the population, the export from Franoe, 
was only 285,~00 bottles. This gives eaoh. 
American on t:'e average one bottle of champagne 
in every 386 years. 

On drugs, it is not easy to obtain nation-wide 
Bnd· reliable statistios. There is no doubt that the 
United States is a oountry where the patent 
medioine is universaHY advertised and oonsumed. 
But what may be oalled the great drug soare 
ooourred in the year 1919, before the Eighteenth 
Amendment had been applied. Then it was assert­
ed that there were a million drug addiots in the 
forty-eight. States and most alarming figures were 
presented of tbe amount of opium and narootios 
consumed. These statistics, offered by a oommittee 
investigating for the Treasury, were, however. 
somewhat discounted by the aotual test of the 
draft for tha army, whioh showed that out of 
3,500,000 men there were'only 3,120 addiots, or less 
th"n 1 in 1.000. Other evidence indioated that 
addiotion is f .. irly evenly distributed between men 
and women, and tha' it partioul~rly· assails tha 
young parson. The mUit .. ry result was thus to be 
aoaepted as typioal. 

I aan find no proof and hardly any serious 
assertion that the absenoa of drink: has driven aoy 
oonsiderable number of persons to drugs. Reports 
from many States are to Bome extent oonflioting, 
but apparently it is agreed that the danger of drug 
is greatest in the big aities,where the danger of 
alooholism is also most· apparent, and that drugs 
and drink are therefore not rivals and alternatives 
but allies. 

The suooess or failure of 'prohibition does not 
depend on either wine or drugs. whioh are, onoe 
more, details. but on spirits. If the people have 
only turned from beer in order to oonsume whisk" 
and bad whisky at· that, the reform will have done 
more harm than good. . . 

The proposition that there has been any in­
arease in the' oonsumption of spirits is, I oannot 
but think, wholly wide of the mark. The utmost 
that aan be alleged, Is that this oonsumption in 
certain areas has not been stamped out, and the 
quality of the spirits consumed has deteriorated. 
In the aggregate, the volume of .. hootoh .. put 
down the human throat in tlte United State. is a 
mere fraction of what it was bafore the Amendment 
came into effaot. Of this. estimate, "normaus 
inorease in prioe may be taken as ao infallible 
proof. While there are plaoes still wide open, 
their number is oomparatively fe.v, o()mpared witlt 
the saloons and tha bars available in the old days 
-and it is understood that injunctions will now be 
resorted to by the agents.' There are no advertise­
ments of liquor in' the press. No slty-signs 
announoe a favorite label. A ~d the labal on tho 
bottle now tells nothing as to its oontents. The 
very fact that sub.titutes of every kind, some of 
them sheer poison, ara too freely imbibed show 
how rara is the real stuff. Liquor has oe"sed to ba 
a oommodity and has become a valuable. It is 
now worth while for the bandit to break into one's 
neighbour's aeUar. 

• .. • • • e • • • .. .. .. • .. • .. • • .. 

To Bum up, then, I have reportad to Britain 
that prohibition has oome to stay, th .. t it is a polioy 
particularly approved by woman, that it has 
virtu"Uy slopped the oonsumption of b.er and has 
enormously reduced the oonsumption of wine and 
spirits, without stimulating, so f"r as oan b8 
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discerned, the taste for drugs, I have pointed out 
the strict attitude assumed' by the Supreme Court 
and by Congress and have furtber explained the 
significance of the various evasions, and of the 
new alooholism, in its more violent forms. On the 
sooial results of the policy, I seem to find but one 
responsible opinion, at any rate among employer •. 
Even on Mondays labour is alert and efficient. A 
wave of unemployment, though po'sibly exagge· 
rated, has been sufficiently s~rious to render not· 
ioeable an unprecedented absence ·of distress. 
Apparently, savings bank denosits are rapidly 
growing and with them the number of depositors' 
aooounts. According to insurance oompanies, 
there have been several years add ed recently to the 
expectation of life among persons holding their 
policies. If I remember rightlY, a remarkable fall 
in infant mortality has occurred in New 
York, some thousands of babies' lives being saved. 
From several sources and several cities I bave 
information, apparently reliable, that crime has 
diminished and espeoially orimes of passion and 
violence. One hears of a lumber can in Miohigan 
and an Italian quarter in Long Island being 
similarly transformed. In one western oity for 
sODle years dry, I asked in vain for the poor house 
and the prison. Apparently they had none and the 
work poorhouse or workhouse seemed unfamiliar. 
I had to uplain it. That some employers are 
applying to the workers aruleagainst liquor whioh 
they do not themselves observe is perfeotly trut>. 
In that sense there is, for the moment, one law for 
the rioh and another law for tbe poor. But a 
"wet" parade, arranged here in New York last 
summer, was a failure. loan discover no general 
and popular resentment against the self· denying 
ordinance, nor any disinclination in Europe to 
emigrate to "Sahara". 

. 'Yhat appears to be happening is a liquidation 
of tOlrst among tbose who already have it without 
the thirst being renewed among the younger 
generation that is growing up to take tbeir plaoe. 
I have in mind two families, in one ()f whioh tbe 
father and in the other of whioh the motber drank 
at times to exoess. In both oases the ohildren are 
being reared without a tasie, and I believe with· 
out encountering the smell or the sight oi liquor. 
I oannot but oompare suoh instanoes with the 
deplorable scenes outside publio houses which I 
witnessed in England only a few weeks ago. 
Probibition is not a gospel; it is simply a law. It 
does not aim at a positive good. It does negative 
considerable evils. Whether Britain will easily 
adopt this policy I am still very doubtful. 
Britain is to-day wetter than the wettest State of 
the Union before prohibition went into effeot. If 
however, Britain onoe gets hold of the big fac~ 
she may move quiokly. She would then have no 
land frontier to watoh and no forests and moun· 
ta.ins on the Amerioan scale. Britail!, once dry, 
might be thus more dry tban the United States. 
Tbat, however, is prophesy, and for the moment 
Britain has to be convinced. 

THE IMPERIAL BUDGET. 
THE outstanding feature of the budget, viz. the 
large defioit neoessitating heavy taxation, suggests 
a referenoe to the theory of budget·making. What 
does a series of defioits oonnote and what are the 
furtber implioations of a failure to make two end. 
meet for three years in 8uooession? A defioit mean~ 
in tbe first place a misoalculation as to Revenue. 
Ordinarily tbe figures for the preceding year or some 

earlier years are taken as a basis and the inoreases 
in items are also oaloulated according to tbe rate of 
inorease displayed during the preoeding five or ten 
years. Allowance is then made for the peouliar 
social and political oonditions of that year which 
might deflect the revenue from the line indioated 
by former figures. The leading question then 
would be: what led to the upsettiug of the caloula· 
tion ? The Honourable Finanoe Member explains it 
as tbe result of world·causes over whicb India has 
no oontrol. Allowing for this faotor which at 
present is very unoertain, it seems rather queer tbat 
the trade depression whioh is responsible for the 
shortage of revenue was not foreseen. One is in­
olined to think that revenue was oaloulated in & 

much more optimistio vein than was warranted by 
fach. Incidentally the defiaits b the expeoted. 
revenne from Railways and Posts sbow that i~creas. 
ed:rates are not al ways oonduoi ve to inoreased yield. 
Beyond a point the taxation aots as a check to 
demand and this point has been reached, judging by 
the poor response oftrade. On the whole the im· 
pression is left on the mind that suoh a serious 
miscalculation of Revenue bespeaks a poor art of 
budget-making. 

Thus far we have spoken witbout any reference 
to Expenditure. A series of defioits connotes an 
es:penditure swollen beyond the bounds of prudenoe· 
and oonstitutes a warning against financial 
collapse. The greatest sinner in the matter is the 
Army. Lord Meston's Committee calculated & 

maximum military expenditure of 43 crores. Are 
we to say that the Committee was a set of ignora­
muses who did not kuow what they were talking 
about? How then does the aotual expenditure 
exoeed the Committee's oaloulation by nearly 2~' 
crores? It is not for laymen to understand the 
mysteries of the Army department. All that· we 
oan say is that the Meston Committee standard 
should be regarded as a high water·mark for th .. · 
Army. 

The additions to the topmo!t ranks of servioes 
are aooountable for a large part of addition to the 
Civil Expenditure. If.we are aUC'wed to make a 
drastio proposal we would say that one·tenth all of 
the services should be ourtailed. It is better to put up 
with the resulting ineffioienoy than to go to the 
verge of bankruptoy because the only means by 
whioh we can keep up present es:penditure is 
borrowing, which with an already enormous publio 
debt should not be so much as thought of. 

One serious oonsequence of the string or 
deficits is living on borrowed oapital In this 
respeot the ways and means programme for 1921-22 
is enough to frighten the most oallous spendtbrift. 
A rupee loan of nearly 50 orores and a sterling 
loan of nearly 25 orares makes a formidable total 
of 75 crores as an addition to the Publio Debt. It 
means in the first place an addition of 1~ orores 
to the Home Charges and an additoon .of 3 orores 
to tbe interest item of the yearly expenditure in. 
India. 
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If however the GovemmentJdo: not apply the 
,knife to any of the items of expenditure we. have 
to resign ourselves to the new regime of 150 orore 
b~dget instead of the old 120 orore budget. Grant­
ing that the el:penditure is to remain as it is, the 
Dext thing i. to oonsider the alternatives of new 
tnation and borrowing as rival methods of filling 
up the gap between inoome and 8xpenditute • 

. "N on-eoonomio 9I:penditl1re is primarily to 
be met out of inoome and unless it oan be so 
dealt whh, ought· not to be inourred" (Baslable, 
Publio Finanace, p. 670 I. This is the solid bed­
rook of ordinary Finanoe: Loans 9I:oept for 
produotive 9I:penditure ourtail the future power 
-of spending by adding the weight of interest 
permaneDtly to toe Dational budget. Conse­

. quently new taution is a far better ~method 
of meeting defioits than new loans. However un­
pleasant it may be. we must acoept the new tans 
with as good a graoe as possible, However, we 
must examine the adeql1aoy, of' the taxes as well' 
aa their equity. . 

With regard to the OilS toms dl1ty the Han. 
Finanoe Member oount. upon a brisk trade and iD­
oreasing purohasing power of the people due to a 
good harvest. The seoond !Day be aooepted as a 
faot bllt the briskne.s of trade i. problematioal, 
and it ia jl1st possible that the estlmRtes of Revenue 
would be falsified this ye91 too. In prinoiple there 
ia no objection to a 15% ad valorem duty exoeptlng 
that it would raise the prioe of oloth, &0 for very 
poor oonsl1mers who oannot esoape the tax. 

The duty on sugar should be weloome as giv­
ing'a oertain ,amount of proteotion to Indian 'sugar 
and the' opportunity should be. availed of to an en­
oourage the manufacture of B superior artiole. 

The tax on yarn ought equally to aotas an en. 
-ool1ragement to the Indian spinning mills and 'ie 
therefore weloome. 

Tbe increase in Inoome·tax as it does' not 
affeot any but the rich is without interest to the 
generality of tn·payers but is seriousJn it(effecta 
upon oapital. A high iuoome·tax kept on for a 
aeries of years is sura to oheck enterprise and may 
possibly drive out oapital ab,road. The doubling 
of the duty on salt is a retrograde step and has 
been already vetoed hy the Assembly; A. sl1bsti. 
tutes for Bait duty we might suggest increase of 
.tamp duty whioh has the merit of being paid by 
tho.e who benefit by the partiol1lar survioe rende r­
ad by the State and not by everybody. 

One resl1lt of the inorease of the oustoms duties 
like those on kerosine, sl1gar, &0. is to:increase the 
oost of living for all. This mea .. s, in justioe, 
more wages all round whioh meane \ inorease of 
expenditl1l8 whioh, aga4n, means inoreased taxa­
tion. How are we' to get Ol1t of this vicious oirole t 
One thing i., olear and that is the urgenoy of 
melms towMd~ tbe rehabilitation of ~he old 80ale 
of prioe.. The question oannot be disol1ssed in 
oonnectlon with the Budget, but' It may be said 
here that pilinl( up of indireot duties is the Burest 
,means of delaying the process. 

This suggests that direot taxation should pre­
ponderate over indireot taxation. Another agenoy 
is the oancellation of notes by allowing the Sec ..... 
tar.9' of State to draw from the paper currenoy 
reserve In England. The Finance Member appears 
to be unduly nervous about a oanoellation of 3S 
orores of notes out of a total of 170 orores. W ... 
think that the process will do a world of good to 

, the already booming money-market. It is only 
reckless speoulators that oan look with anxiety­
upon a contraction of notes. Tight money is a 
nightmare of happy-go-luoky traders. For our' 
part we weloome the suggested deflation 'of about 
one· sixth of the total paper oirculation whioh will 
be a powerfl1l antidote to the inflation of prioe", 

The Budget gives no hope of oanoelling th" 
floating loan in the form of Treasl1ry bills. Thi. 
is a dangerous form of oredit sinoe at any time 
new Treasury bills may fail to find suffioient pur­
ohasers. And thh after the Bermons on the un­
stable oharacter of Treasury bills oontained in 
the last year's bl1dget speech looks fairly unrepenl>­
ant. 

Rail way oapital outlay of 30· orores ,is not ex­
oessive oonsidering that trade and oommeroe depend 
on the oarrying capaoity of the Railways, that 
ineffioienoy of this branoh might obstruot our ex­
port trade. It has been the fashion to oritioize 
Railway Capital outlay as' tending to swell the 
Home charges; but we think suoh oritioism to be 
misplaoed .. If we want to have the Railways we 
must keep them fit. But we are constrained to 
remind the Government of the obligation to manu­
faoture as muoh Railway material as is possible 
in India il'lstead of purhasing all the "stores" in· 
England. 

On the supposi tion therefore that expenditl1re 
oannot be ol1rtailed we produce about 30 orores by­
new taxation and about 50 'orores by loans. Bl1t is 
the expenditure to be regarded as sacrosanot ? Anti~' 
waste propagRnda are as muoh needed in India as' 
in England. We might,take a leafout'of the book 
of England whloh has' reduoed even vital items, 
One melanoholy resI11t of defioits ·has been the 
postponement of improvements in Education and 
Sanitation. • 

It is a nioe ql1estion whether aooounts should 
be kept on a 2 sbilling basiswben the possibility· 
of reaohing that point of exchange seems to be as 
remote as ever. Why not demolish the fetish of 
the Pythagorean number of 2 (shillings)? The 
bogus items of gain from el:obange and loss by 
Ol[change might disappear, if the l6d. - a rl1pee 
basis is restored. 

Th. possibility of extinguishing the Provincial 
Contributions to the Central Exohequer now seems 
to be ver1 remote. If the provinoes insist on the 
"gradual extinotion" of these oontributions they 
will be simply giving with one hand what they take 
with the otner. The demand should therefore be' 
given up and the Provinces might think out way" 
of inoreasing the Revenue and los.ening Erpondi­
ture so far as their own bl1dgets are concerned. 



.. 
106 THE SERVANT OF INDIA. [ MAROH 30, 1922. 

It is to be hoped that the revival of trade 
would soon re-establish the Council bills. In the 
absence of these the Secretary of State will draw 
on the Gold Standard Reserve and this would lead 
to its depletion. In that case its utility to serve 
as the 'first liae of defence' in the case of a weak 
exchange would be lessened if it does not vanish 
altogether. Where would the 'gold exchange stan­
dard' be in that case' Such are the straits to 
which an artificial standard has brought us. 

The ohastened tone of the whole budget speech 
is a weloome sign of the desire to take the Legis­
lature into confidence. The Hon. Finance Member 
. has done well in reoognising tb.at dogmatism is out 
of place in Finance and that in the multitude of 
counsel there is safety. If misfortune has bugb.t 
all of us that our pet theories may at any time be 
~et by stubborn facts, then we might say that the 
war has not been fought in vain. 

V. N. GODBOLE. 

THE WORLD OUTSIDE. 

Natio".II.' JUST how much is possible f.n 
Educatio" III people who have really set their 

Po/alld. minds on doing something, is shown 
by the Hebrew school system in Poland. In that 
country, where by the way the greatest compaot 
mass of modern Jewry is do;niciled, it is praoti .. 
cally impossible for Jewish children to attend 
Polish schools on account of the treatment meted 
out to them there-a treatment which~ranges from 
ostracism, insults and oonstant pinpricks to naked 
physical violence. As a result the whole educa­
tion of their children rests upon the Jewish popu­
lation ( whioh on the average is miserably poor), 
sinoe the Polish State does Dot eveD recognize, let 
alone subsidize, these schools which. serve a com­
munity representing 14% of a total population of 
t·38 orores. But the voluntary system is amazing­
ly well organized by this Polish Jewry; everybody 
is assessed for every kind of communal Deed and 
the t .. x-g .. therers employed .. re so insistent, that 
they are s .. id to be more successful .jn collecting 
these "voluntary" dues than their Gentile oollea. 
gues are, who have got the whole machinery of the 
l .. w behind them. The Jewish school system is not 
uniform either, but the figures of the" T .. rbuth ", 
which we cull from the Jewish Chronicle of 
Janu .. ry 20th, give an idea Ilf what oan be done by 
people ready for self· help. The "Tarbuth" is a 
Zionist Education Society whose principle is to 
impart education through the medium of Hebrew, 
though Polish is obligatory and instruotion in 
Polish literature, language and history is given in 
Polish. This "Tarbuth" Sooiety alone oontrols 
272 sohools, inoluding kindergartens, elementary 
and seoondary sobools; employs 1019 teachers .. nd 
educates 34,230 children. It would be interesting 
to oompare the results of these Jewish N .. tion .. lists 
in a foreign oountry'with the results of our Indian 
N .. tionaliats in their own oountry. Perh .. ps it 
would iloIlO be unkind. 

WE earneRtly recommend to those 
Bribery by gentlemen whQ are never tired of 

PrD;cy. hinting darkly .. t the raoial in> 
cap .. city of Orientals for demoor .. tio institutions;. 
to ponder the case of the latest member of that 
august occidental body, the U. S. A. Senate. The 
facts are that a Mr. Newberry contested a Michi. 
gan "primary" in August 1918 and won by an ex­
tremely narrow margin. But no sooner was t.he 
election over, than was a proseou tion under the 
CorruptYractices Aot instig .. tedl"gainst him, which 
in due course eventuated in .. conviction and 
sentence of two years' imprisonment. With the, 
legal delays and quibbles open to rich people in. 
the" Land of the Free", Mr, Newberry obtained 
lately .. revers .. l of that sentence by the U. 8. 
Supreme Court, where a narrow majority ( of 5·to 4 } 
let him off on the technicalit1l that the Court w ... · 
incompetent to make case law on the subieot of 
senatori .. l elections: Mr. Newberry having plead­
ed that he was tot .. lly ignorant at the time of th. 
fact that$19S.000h .. d been spent by his brother, his. 
brother- in-law .. nd "friends" of his on his election 
and that the contest h .. d cost him personally not a. 
cellt. Having thus got off( I), Mr. Newberry had. 
the audacity after these 3J,i ye .. rs to present him­
self at the Sen .. te for admission. Allthis of oourse i. 
not particularly savoury nor, it must be oonfessed, .. 
novel. But what is one to say to the Senate's vot. 
which by 46 out of 96 went for his admission 1-
Well might Mr. G.G. Gloom exolaim (aocording to 
the New Republic of J .. nuary 25th): "Well if he'lt. 
not in jail, he might .. s well be in th9 Senate I" 
Mr. Newberry's opponent, by the way, in the eleo­
tion was none 19ss than Henry, Ford. But 100% 
America does not hesitate .. s between .. 
Henry Ford and & Heary Newberry. For was not 
Mr. Newberry a Commander in the N .. vy, with 
Bons and son-in-law on .. ctive service during th& 
war, whilst Henry Ford-well, was he not .. paci­
ficist? 

NOWHERJi: in the world prob .. bly is-. 
Porcetl Looar. the prejudioe against the Soviet 

regime of Russi .. as virulent as in 
America. The" free" oitizens af the great and 
"free" Republio never tire of declaiming against. 
tbe wioked slavery of the poor dear masses of tha 
Russian people, who are kept down by the terrorist 
absolutism of those inhuman monsters, Lenin & 
Co., and who dare not call their. soul their own.. 
With what shrieks of horror was not received the 
news of oonsoription of .labour in Russia I What 
freedom w .. s there left, when the State could de· 
mand from the individual foroed labour on anll' 
terms s .. tisf .. otory to the State? Was there .. nything 
quite .. s abominable .. s to tufn the individu .. l . into 
a mere h1JIllan machine? All lovers of the princi. 
pie of lib~rty, whether in or;out of Amerioa, c .. n·but 
associate themselves with these indignant protests. 
At the same time some of them (and we amongs' 
them) feel surprised that these liberty-loving Ame­
ricans should have had to o .. rry their indignation. 
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five th,lUsand miles abroad, when at home in 
·Kansas -. The State of Kansas SO",e time 
ago passed a brand new law under the innocuous 
title of" Industrial Relations Aot." This Aot with 
~n. stroke made stri~es impossible. At least, it 
made them legally impossible. For, as a matter of 
fact, there is a little strike going on there just now 
-a little strike of coal miners. But it won't last 
much longer. The majesty of the law must be vin­
~licated, Also the dividends of the mining com· 
panies. What does compulsory arbitration mean 
anyhow, if the oompulsion fails to oompel? Now, 
what are these.trikers, these pestilential fellows, 
doing? How are they living? On Trade Union 
fun ds? Well, is that not on oharity t . And is 
.not everybody who Oan work, but refuses to work 
and prefers to live on oharity, a vagrant? There. 
fore, says the Attorney General of Kansas, let 

··everyone of these reoaloitrants be sent under a 
;Vagranoy Law to jail for from 10 to 30 days for 

. each offence oommltted, .o\.t the expiration of e~ch 
sentence (during which the prisoners are oompelled 
to work at hard labour!) Baoh man presumably 
will be asked whether he is guing baok to work in 
his mine-and if not, will he not have oommitted a 
fresh offenoe, beoome a vagrant onoe more, and, in 
due oourse, onoe more too a prisoner at hard 
labour 1-How Amerioans must tnank God, tb"t 
they are not a8 these sinners, these Russians, Who 
have got a foroed labour system and barefacedly 
-oonsoript workers I How different in :liberty lov. 
Ing Amerioa, where, thank Goel, a man's got the 
.constitutional right tu aooept employment or no.t, 
as he please. I Leastway d, if he is rioh. 

Tho Triumphal THE first Annual Repod of the 
Prollro •• of. London Guild of Builders for the 

:Oul/d So.lallsm. period ending September 30th, 1~21, 
.has just been issued. It disoloses a wonderful ex­
.pansion in the business done aud an equally won­
derful effioienoy: wonderful, that is, to th~se who 
Gannot realize of how muoh better quality work 
must neoessarily be, if done as a servioe to the 

·oommunity rather than as un .. void"ble drudgery 
for the beuefit of a minority of rioh people. The 
Guild above-mentioned has" pay· roll of £4000'. pet 
week, £600,000 worth of oontraots still on hand, and 
.their budgetting and estimating is done so per­
ieotly, that the year under review ended in an al­
most superhumanly aoourate balanoe of Revenue 
and Expenditure, with only £43 out on the huge 
turnover. (Sir Maloolm Hailey, please note!) 
'l'hat the Building Trade's suooess should stimulate 
·other workers to an analogous effort, is only 
natural. The London Guild of Clothiers has been 
at work now for some time, doing a 8ubstantial 
amount of,work for private persons and is now eu­
tering the lists for pul/Ho olothing oontraots. The 
late.t reoruit, as we gather from the M"'lCiaras 
Jow·nal for January, is" Tbe Muoio Guild" whioh . ' 
ha. lust been formed" to make the musioian his 
GWn employer by bringing all musio makers and 
musio lovers together to finanoe and run the pro-

fession, thus ruling out those whose only concem 
is to make money out of both of them." ·This guild 
thuH represents a new kind of assooiation,. not a 
guild of the produoers only, but of produoers and 
"consumers" together. Of ,his type apparently is 
the Austrian Builders' and City Improvemellt 

. Guild, whioh tries to solve the housing prohlem in 
Au.tria by taking oontrol of the ,building, upkeep 
and distribution of new houses. It oonsists to·day 
of 200.000 members, aooording to the Guild Social­
ist of February, and was started by the amalgama­
tion of the Builders' Union, the Garden City Asso­
oiation and the Lodgers' Union. The Guild idea 
is oertainly making wonderful progress-small 
wonder, that even the Webbses' New Statesman, 
wedded as they and it lue to State Sooialism, feel 
the necessity (ill the issue of February 25th) of 
aoknowledging .. the sucoess whioh the guilds have 
already aohieved," though :they .. still regard them 
as an experiment." ·1 he de .. r Fabians! 

MeasurlDg THE same issue of this paper, by 
"With the SlUIJe the way oontains an extremely 

Mea.ura. valuable artiole by Sir L. Chiozza 
Money on a subjeot whioh is never yet sufficiently 
appreciated by the general pUblio-we mean the 
waslefulness of the oapitalistio system. Sir Leo 
draws attention to the blissful ignoranoe of people 
who are loudest in:their denunointion of public 
wastefulness, but who utterly fail to realize the 
truly oolossal waste going on in a private busi­
ness. The boom following the end of the war 
oaused fanlastic profits, e. g. in~shipping and spin­
ning. The result was that ootton mills and old 
tubs were sold to oompanies formed ad hoc at prioes 
and wi ~h a oapitalisation based on the very soale 
of profits whioh were being earned at the time: the 
total of tha new oapital issues of the two yea11l 
1919-20 aggregating £62l,OOO,OOO-the buill: of 
whioh represents money irretrievably lost. Of 
oourse it is not the big finanoiers and industralists 
who have paid the differenoe between the boom 
prices and present values: that loss is naturally 
shouldered by the small investor, upon whom .all 
these issues are in the end (and at the p'syohol"" 
gieal moment I unloaded. And yet it is these 
petits rentiers who are alwaya most soared by the 
prospeots of sooialist "oonfisoations"-quite oblivi­
ous of the oapitalist oonfisoations to which they 
are beiog submitted again and again. H"w many 
prIvate businesses oould survive the searohingoriti­
oisms levelled at the administration of publio busi­
n •• s? If the open methods of demooraoy are found 
80 effeotive in the one oase, why not try them in the 
otber? For ourselves we are deolared enemies of 
st"te sooialism, but even under a system of state 
sooialism, it i8 unthinkable that a Government 
Rubber Board would be allowed to waste £8,000,000 
as did the Dunlop Co. last year,or a State lndllstry 
to oanoel80% of its oapitalliability, a. did tbat big 
oompany, meotioned by Sir Leo Chiozza Mone!, 
reduoing as they did their £1 shares to 4.. ·If big 
business really feels able to oonvince the publio that 
Nationalization is uneoonomio,let them introduoe 
the same searchi 19 puhlioity in their I!riv"Le. con~ 
oerns as is alr ... d1 the rule for all publlo serVices.. 
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SELECTION. 

MR. FISHER'S EULOGY. 
SnAKING at the dinner which M.r. Sas1iri gave to Lord 

LyUon on 'March 3, Mr. B.A. L. Fiaber said they ought not t(1 

I,parate without drinking the toast of their bost. He doubt­
ed wbether the career of any Indian in the iong aDnals of 
ADalo-Indian history had been marked by suoh riohness and 
'Yariety of experienoe as that of Mr. Sa.tri. It was my 
privilege (he continued) last September to be one of the deIa­
gatsa representing His Majesty's Government at the A.sem .. 
bly at the League of N atioDS 8t Geneva and it is noflaUery or 
exaggeration to say that the great sensation of that meeting 
".1 furnished by the elcqu8uce of our diatingWshed bOlt. I fe­

m.ember comillg out of t.he Aasembly rOOm and being aooosted 
by a diati:oguished representative of a South Amerioan State. 
He said, UI congratulate the Bri,ish Empire; I never realised 
.bat British IDdia meant or what Great Britain had done i~ 
bdl. 1iIllU I heard that .,,_hdM., .. Ss_." {Ohe~r •• liF..,. 
my.elf I oonsider tbat our hOBt both by hiB eloquence and the 
impreslaion biB intEgrity or character bas made has greatly 
Ipread the reputation of Great Britain all over tbe world. 
Not only did he worthily repruent British India at Geneva. 
but he waS also at the Washington Conference, and there 
again be made the Bame i.mpression of firmness of oharacter 
and elevation of view. He leavel for lndia in a few'·daJ'.a and 
carries with him t am 9nre the best wisbes of hls1D&uy friends 
ID 'hiB counlry. We hope tbat he will m.ke hiB Intluence 
and hil •• ne view. of policy widely "felt amongst his fel .. 
low oountrymen. We realise be will be 8 great influenoe for 
good all ove~ the British Empire, and know that further 
Imperial missions await him. He stands for sane, reasonable 
and moderate policy and we wish him health. prosper;ty and 
a long period of politiioal iDfiu8DCt". (Cheera.) 
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