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i WE have no doubt that the Indmn

,;},‘f,:‘{,‘;?.::.‘l‘:;, Government shares to the full the
feoling of devont = thankfulness

which the Indmn pubho experiences at the suspen-

.. sion of oivil resistance and all other activities of

- non-co-operatxon which broughﬁ the adherents of

that polioy into collision with the G_o_vernmen,t.'

The suspension which has been tentatively sanc-
" tioned by the Working Committee will .have to be
.confirmed by the All-India Congréss Committes
who, it is expected, will approve of ‘the Working
Committee’s decision and suspend the * hostile ™
forms of non-co-operation sine die. 'We trust that
" ‘the Government will lose no time thereafter to re-
oiprooate this aotlon of .the .. non-cq-operation
leaders by a generous gesture on their part, viz. by
revoking ali the orders pnder the Criminal Law
Amendment Aot, or the Seditjous Meetings Act, or
Section 108 and the like of the Criminal Procedure
Code, and setting at liberty all the persons- detnined
under them., It is unnecessary to add any argu-
ments to prove the expedienoy of guch a step, as
the Government themselves had nearly agreed to
do s0 if only to bring about & round table confer-
ence which it was hoped would make the inaugu-
ration of civil disobedience unnecessary. - Now
‘that that devoutly wished.-for result has been at-
tained though not through sueh a conference, we
feel certain that-the Government will make no diffi.
culty in taking action which they had undertaken
to 40 in different oircumstances and thus proving
to the world how quick’they are to reactto a generl-
ous impulse on the part of their adversary. Even
apart from nny question of & round table sonference
or sispension of oivil disobedience, Sir Sivaswamy
Aiyer and other leaders pressed the Government of
India in the Laglslativo Assembly to release all pri-
soners who are suﬂ’ering eonﬁnemont a8 a xeault of

the new policy of Government ( exoepting thoso of
course who have committed or incited to vmlancq).
jToday the Government surely cannot do any-
_thmg less when the’ whole of the non-co- Operatlon
movement or rather its aggresslve part is, by a
provldaptzal clrcumstanoe, audden!y out of the
way. : o ' o
Sl [ L [
A CORRESPONDENT - writes from
Gorakhpur -—Thae story of the Tiots
-and mirders of policemen at Chauri
Chaura, whioh is sixteen milaes: distant from this
town, is indeed a blood-curdling one. It is the
most dreadful. tragedy that has cconrred in the
:TU, P.in recent times. Even. the Malegaon riots
-seem to pale before it. ‘How the affair began.is not
known. - The matter is being enquired into. A
-responsible office.bearer of -the- District Congress
Committee told me that & look at the 'dorpses
.would have baen sufficient to convinoe anyone that
the policeimen had been murdered in 8 most brutal
mannor: -He said it was plain to him that the men
‘had been killed ‘slowly—they were  beaten’ and
‘wounded, and then kerosine oil was poured on one
-part of their bodies and then on another, and set fire
-to. They were practically roasted to death.. He was
.emphatio that if civil discbedience were started in
.Bombay Presidency, the people in U. P also would
.get outof hand and commitviolence. Pandit Kunzru
has come here and at his request the Collector, who
is bebhaving courteously and, if anything, restrain«
ing the excesses of the police of which I hear some
complaints, 'has' allowed the ‘President of the
‘Congress Committee snd Pandit Chandra Kant
Malaviya, elder brother of Pandit Keishna Kané
Malaviya, to go.to Chauri Cha.ura. Pandit Kunzru
:is also going with them,” C

Roasted to
Death,

* N ] ] :
MR, WINSTON CHURCHILL who re-
. Squeexlng aut the gently enunciated the policy of
~ squeezing out the Indian. settlers
from Kenya thus put the oase for the British Indian
in his book, “My African Journey” (1908) :

His rights as a human béing, his rights ag a Britiah sub-
ject, are oqually engaged. It was she Sikh moldier who
bore an honourable part in the conquest and ppuﬁpuuon .

of these East African couniries. It is, ghe Indmn trader
who, penetrating and maintmmng bimself * in, | nll,’
sorta of plages to ‘which no white man would gé

or in which no white man eould earh a living, has
more than any ons eles doveloped the early: beghs

_ nings of trade and opened up the first slendes mesns
., . of communioatiop, It was by Indian lnshony dhxat the. one

"7 yital railway .on which evorything else depsnds was Qon-
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struoted. It i’ the Indian banker who supplies poi-hapn
the larger part of the oapital yet avsailable for businesa

and enterprize, and to whom the white seitlers have not .

hesitated to reour for finanoial aid, The Indinn was here
long before the first British official. He may point to as
many generations of useful industry on the coast and in-
land as the white settlers can count years of residence.
Xs it poasible for any Government with a sorap of respect
for honest dealing between man and man to embark upon
a polioy of deliberately squeezing out the native of India
from regions in which he has established himself under
every security of publio faith ¢ Most of all must we ask,
ie such a polioy possible to the Government which bears
sway over thres hundred millions of our Indiap Empire ?

By the whirligig of time it has fallen to Mr.
Winston Churchill himself to answer the very
questions which he had framed possibly for his
opponents. Can his Government answer them, we
ask, as he has answered them and yet claim to
possess even ' a scrap of respect for honest dealing

between man and man” ?
* » *

THE Bhils of the Dohad sub-divi_
sion of the Panch Mahals district
( Bombay Presidency) are passing
through very bad times for the last four.years. The
Bhil is to be found in every stage of civilization:
from the wild hunter to the orderly and hard-work-
ing peasant, and the Bhil of Panch Mahals very
nearly approximates to the latter stage. The offi-
cial Gazetteer describes the Bombay Presidency
Bhil as “truthful and honest, but thriftless, exoi-
table and given to drink.” Though not so hard-
working as the Deccan Kunbi, he is not a lazy man

but works in the field as much as may be expected
from his wild traditions and miserably scanty res-
ources. Jammed in on the one hand, between a Gov.
ernment, which will not allow him to revert to his
old life of hunting and of committing depredations
and which yet exacis its land revenue collections
with a rigour which will not suit his conditien, and
on the other hand, a sowkar, who will ever be ready
to take the meanest advantage of his thriftlessness
in good seasons, his honesty and his simplicity, he
is truly between the devil and the deep sea. In
good seasons he quite enjoys himself, but in bad
seasons the Government is not willing to disorimi-~
nate in his favour as between him and the better
olass of cultivator, and the sowkar would not lend
him the money required for payment of land reve-
nue or for his maintenance, without squeezing him
or making him his serf. When the monsoon of 1918
failed, he was throvn completely on Government
relief work and on private charity till the rains
arrived in 1919. He lost a large number of cattlie
also in this period. The Government suspended
his land revenue for that year, one half of which
was recovered later and the other half remitted
altogether. The year 1919-20 was normal, and he
paid the Government revenue in full and
recovered partly from the effects of the previous
bad season. Thoe year 1920-21 again proved very
bad for him, and the Government had onoce more
to suspend the year's revenue. Onoce more he was

thrown on bare subsistence wages and charity.

The Udlorta=
nate Bhil.

The next monsoon of 1921 brought him no relief,
The rainfall was unevenly distributed, bolding off
for over a month in the beginning and later on
pouring in torrents. The main orop, maize, was
almost fotally destroyed by excessive rain, though

.he had to undergo the expenses of sowing twice,

* * *

UNDETERRED by this misfortune,
the Bhils who could afford to do
80, sowed rabi orops, which, it is
hoped, they will reap next month, without a hitch.
But the number who will profit by this extra indus-
try is smaller than those who will have to pull
through the whole year without any crop. In the
meanwhile the Government issued orders for the
collection of land revenue in January, and the tax-
gathering talati, asisusual with him, collected both
the January and March instalments in January,
thus driving the poor Bhil still desper into the
toils of the sowkar. Not only this, but the talati
collected, onoe he went out on his collesting work,
the fakavi loan instalment and survey charges for
field partitions at the same time, More than 90
per cent, of the Bhils have had to borrow in Janu-
ary in order to pay the Glovernment dues, which
about half the number could have easily paid from
their rabi orops in March. The other half who
had no rabi crops had no resources at all, and Gov-
ernment ought to have suspended their dues. In
any case fhere was not the least justification for
recovering the takavi instalment and survey
charges in a bad year like this, The result is that
the Bhil has added to his heavy load of debt and is
now crowding on private works on ridiculously
low wages of two to three annas a day and anxiously
awaiting the opening of relief works by Govern-
ment in order that he may earn a living wage for
himself and his family., His condition is so bad
that many women and girls can be seen collecting
grass seeds in fallow lands and subsisting on bread
made therefrom for some weeks past. Why is the
Bhil treafed so harshly ? Is it becauss the mnon-
co-operating agitator is abroad oris it becaus® the
depleted provincial treasury must be filled some-
how? Could not the Bhil be given two months’
grace for even half his land revenue ? Even a hard-
hearted Bania behaves more leniently.
L L}

THERE is one aspect of the question
of Imperial Services, which was
discussed in the Legislative Assem-
bly, that deserves serious attention. The revisions
recently made in the pay of subordinate services
have thrown an enormous burden on the treasuriers
of all provinces and oompletely put out the bydgets
of this year. While the inoyeases are quite reason-
able in the case of the menial and subordinate
gervices, one may argue that the imperial and pro-
vinocial services are rather too highly paid. But if
it is at all desired to retain Xuropeans in the
service, they must be paid at the market rate, which
it ia contended is not very much below the present
rate. The only way therefore of reducing expen=-

Driven to Exe
tromities.

Salarles of Indlans
tn Higher Classes.



* WYEBRUARY 16, 1922.]

. THE SERVANT OF INDIA,

27

diture is to replace Europeans by Indiane and pay
the latter, at the Indian market rate. Thus when
.gervices are being more and more indianised, we
must absndon the present standard of pay.
There is no earthly reason why Indian L é.s.
men should get the present high rates of pay
which were fixed for Europeans. This question
was not so pressing when an Indian L C. 8, was
a rara avis, but now that 23 per cent. of the new re-
oruits are to be Indians immediately, and this per
oentag} is to rise in ten years to 48—and we hope
that pressure of publio opihion will make it much
higher—this question must be faced. In this way
several lakhs can be saved in every province,
though the immediate result will not be considera-
ble, a8 the present incumbents will have to be kept
on the present terms, When we effect an apprecia-
ble reduction in the rates of pay of the Indian mem-
bers of the imperial services, we can also effect a
reduction in the rates of the prc:vinoial services.
» *
AMONG the recommendations re-
" cently adopted by the Excise Advi-
sory Committee of Poona, none is
. perhaps so important as that which suggests that
liquor shops should be subject to inspection by
members of the Committee, This is a reform which
has become long overdue. Its introduction has
80 far been delayed on the utterly untenable plea
of lack of responsible men ; but a Government that
is admittedly out to give us responsible govern.
ment at an early date ocannot well, stick to that
plea at the present time, If Indians are consider-
ed fit to take oharge of the exocise parifolio,
oan they not be trusted to imspect liquor shops
with a due sense of responsibility? Moreover if
the Government is the true friend of temperance
that it has so long professed itself to be, they should
lose no time in giving honest effect to the Coms
mittee's recommendation. For it is an open secret
that the liquor contraotor respecta their excise re-
gulations more in the breach than in the obser-
vanoe and thus to & oertain extent nullifies their
intuntions as to the promotion of temperance.

Inspaction ot
Liqaor Shops.

The fear that his conduot is subjeot to the soratiny

of independent men beyond the reach of any un-
desirable influenee, will place a wholesome oheok
on his profiteering tendencies and ensure a strict

observance on his part of Government ‘instruo-~ |

tions. We feel that the Government can delay
this reform-no longer without creating a suspioion
about their bona-fides in the publio mind. The Ex-
cise Qommittee’s other recommendations also are

% worthy of their favourable oonsideration and we

have no hesitation in giving them our cordial sup-
port.. The reduction in the number of country
liquor shops, their late opening and early olosing,
. their remaining olosed on gazetted public holi-
days and the appointment of temperance preachers
as proposed by the Committee are in our opinion
an effactive means of promoting temperance which

the Government allege to have so much at heart.
. . . .

-
L)

A TYPICAL instance of how even
the clearly expressed wishes of the
logislature are sometimes. set at
naught, or, to be more precise, ciroumvented in
aotual praotice has just been brought to light in
the Punjab. Mpr, Shah Nawaz in October last rais.
ed a debate in the Punjab Council on the question
of the separation of judicial from exeoutive func-
tions as a result of which the appointment of a
Committee was decided upon. The Committee
was evidently not to go into the question of the
desirability or otherwise of the proposed reform :
indeed by rejecting the G(Governmeant's amend.
meont to that effect the Council’ gave unmis-
takable proof of the fact that it
such a preliminary enquiry unnecess
was expeoted of the proposed Committes was an
estimate of cost of the proposed change and the solu.
tion of the administrative diffculties in the way,
The wishes of the Council were 80 unequivocally
expressed that there could hardly be any room fop-
doubt or misunderstanding as to its intentiona,
And yet we find the Government, aa Mr, Nawas
rightly oomplains, * giving more weight to the
amendment which was lost than to the resojue
tion which was accepted | Nor do the Governe
ment make any attempt to explain away the ob-
vious inoonsistency between their intentions and
those of their legislature. For their reply says
that “ the Government is not always able to act
in precise conformity with the resolutions passed
by the Council.” . In other words this is a corifes.
sion of their having tl;warted the intentions of the
legislature in the present case. This is very up.
fortunate. The Government need not take action
in.cases in which they find themselves at variance
with the legislature ; but when an attempt is made
to carry the wishes of their legislature into effect,
let them do 30 honestly and with a desire for fair
play. Else they will only strengthen the feeling
of suspioion that the Government is still oarried
on in the old autooratio way.

' » | ] ]
THE information vouchsafed to the
membets of the Council of State as
to the genesis of this strike was to the effect that
the report of an assault on the fireman Nandlal of
Tundla by his Anglo-Indian locomotive driver was
devoid of any substratum of fact, Accepting this
reply as no doubt literally true in this case, one
cannot but feel that the general dissatisfaction exe
pressed by the strikers as to the habitual over-
bearing manner of the Anglo-Indian railway staff
towards sheir Indian fellow-employees cannot so
easily be disposed of. Aslong as Anglo-Indiana
are given exceptional treatment, as long as posts
are reserved to them, as long as their European’
_superiors foster the baneful idea of their race-supe
riority above the * native ™ : just so long will that
general feeling of resentment continue, which has
now, rightly or wrongly, corystalized over the

alleged assault on fireman Nandlal
* * L ]

Bowing to the
Popalar Wilk.

B.L R. Striks,
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CONGRATULATIONS !

THE news from Bardoli—that mass oivil disobedi-
ence and other hostile activities of non-co-opera-
t¥on are to bo suspendad—is the best that s dis-
tracted India has had now for ever so long. We
sincerely and unreservediy congratulate Mr,
Guapdhi on the step taken by him and the Working
Committes on their endorsement of it. His ene-
mies may mock him for it: but for ourselves we
consider that in nothing does My. Gandhi show
such true greatness as by the frankness with whioh
he avows his own mistakes, He is being reproached
for the alleged facility with which ha makes thess
svowals. He has often been told, that it is a poor
reparation after a great disaster has been brought
about to say, " I am sorry, I made a miatake. ™
Comparisons are odious: but ome canmot but
qqmpare the attitude of Mr. Gandhi with that of

Mr. Lloyd George, after they had both made

* Himalayan " mistakes. Mr. George's * policy *
reduced Ireland to complete chaos and sava-
gory, but when he found that he had perforce to
retrace his steps and reverse his policy complately
~~never a word did he breathe of having eriminally
blundered ; to this day we have never yet had from
him any avowal, frank or otherwise, of the bhuge
mistake his Irish repressive policy was from stars
to finish. From Mr. Gandhi we bave learnt to
oxpect a more lofty attitude—simply because he
is not a mere opportunist, but a man of principle;
a man quite nnlike Western “ statesmen, " in that
he believes that his principles, his ideals, his re-
ligion ( call it what you like ), because true, are
therefore also practioal politics,

‘When therefore we now find Mr., Gandhi sus.
pending mass civil disobedience, hitherto preached
by him, * until the atmosphere is non-violent,” we
éxpoot that he will now fully admit the mistake
{ to eall it by no harshér name) be made in making
himself and others believe aiter Bombay that this
* atmosphere of non-violende * could be created
within a week,or a month—or a year, for the matter
of that, We trust sincerely therefore that Mr.
Gandhi will have realized by this time that, in Sir

Hormusji Wadya's words at the Malaviya Confer.

enoe, if civil disocbedience is to be practised at all,

it should only be preached to individuala who are

sufficiently educated to grasp the full meaning and
all the bearings of it. And once Mr. Gandhi has
realized this lesson of Gorakhpur, we ook teo him
to say so unambiguously and to make, as far as he
is concerned, the suspension of mass ecivil disobe-
dience s permanent one.

In congratulating Mr. Gandhi and his Con-
gress fellow-workers first, we would not imply that
others deserve less congratulations. Pandit Mala<
viya's share in moderating Mr. Gandhi’s oivil dis-
obedience enthusiasm is well known and tohim and

to those siriving with him to find 8 via media to peace
the thanks of the couditry ave due for their bnremit-
ting labours which have now been orowned with
suol splendid success. Incidentally it has proved
that the best, in faot the only, way of stopping what
now everybody admits was a wrong polioy on Mn
Glandhi’s part, was $o have left him to settle it with
his fellow-countrymen. Neither Prince not Viceroy,
neither repression nor bureaucracy oan claim any
share in the happy ending of what looked ominous-
ly like the greatest blunder of Indian history. One
wonders whether this lesson will also sink in and
be taken to heart by all those Englishmen who
would be our friends—fhat to leave India to
Indians is not only not to eourt strife, but the only
method of ensuring—peace. Moanwhile, our con«
‘gratulations are also offered to those Indian ad-
mioistrations, like those of Bombay and the
Ceatral Provinces, that diiring & nerve-trying time
have shown the supreme wisdom of staying their
hand, where their olumsier fellows have essayed
the mailed fist.

Lagt but not least, our congratulationg go out
to the whole of our Motherland for having just in
the nick of time been saved from a gigantic catas-
trophe. And more than that : India must be con-
gratulated that at last her greatest son to-day has
turned from & will-o’-the-wisp to devote once more
all his energies to his great and truly germane task
—of kindling the spirit of unity and quelling that of
strife: of calling us all back to the ideald of plain
living and high thinking; of promoting those addi-
tional opportunities for work and education, which
are so dear to him; and above all, of delivering
India out of the cruel bondage of vice and untouche
ability. In such work need we assure Mahatmaji
that he will be able to count on the wholehearted
co-operation and support of all men of good-will,
of evary party and of every race : and not least of
those, who have sll along been inspired along such

‘lines by the memory of the man, whom Mr. Gandhi

himself has olaimed as his own Guru too—our late
Mr, Gokhale. :

THE HABEAS CORPUS BILL.

AFTER the tragic oocurrences in the Punjab those
who worked for an enlargement of the reforms, then
under discussion in Parliament, were congstantly
asked by the more extreme section of Nationalists
to put away the reforms as of no consequence and
to concentrate their attention on obtaining adeguate
constitutional guarantees for ecivil liberty. “No
reforms are worth anything,” it was said, “ 80 long

‘| as the elementary rights of citizemship are not

publicly acknowledged by the rulers and secured
from any possible invasion in an instrument of.
State above the ordinary law of the land, and beyond .
the caprice of the legislature.” The Liberals con-
fessed they had small faith in mere ** Daclarations
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of Rights,” for no statute declaratory of the funda-

mental nghts of the subjeot could really afford any -

guarantee for their uninterrapted enjoyment unless
remedies were provided for the enforcement of
these rights, and sinece the reforms would anable
Indians to provide effectual remedies in the ordi-
nary law of the land against the infringement of
any of the essential privileges of citizenship, the
Liberals refused to give up the reforms but deter-
mined to work for them with greater energy,

not beoause they were indifferent to freedom of

peraon, freedom of the press, freedom of assembly,
and s0 forth, but just because they cherished these
elements of the liberty of the subjest very highly.
The Liberals and Nationalists werp at one in
thinking that steps should bs taken to insure indi-
vidual freedom to all, but they differed as to the
best and most practicable means of insuring it
‘While the latter pinned their faith to the Declara-
tion of Rights, the former argued that the rights
thus secured were likely to be purely nominal—an
opinion whioh was subsequently endorsed by
Mahatma Gandhi and Lala Lajpat Rai—and thatin
order to convert them into effective rights, certain
modifications in the ordinary law of the land were
required; that if these modifications were not
effected a mere recital of the constituents of public
liberty would be of little practical use, and if the
modifications were effected, they would prove as
good securities as any other for the fundamental

privilegea of the subject, which would then be gsta- |

blished in full practical efficaoy. The Liberals
thought that what was required wags, first, the repeal
of all existing laws, which wera restriotive of public

liberty ; second, the provision of certain remedies

like habeas corpus in the ordinary law design-
ed to protent the liberties of the subjeot; and, third
the separation of the judicial and executive fune-
tions which would secure the independence of the
judiciary. They contended that these measuress
would together constitute as complete a safeguard
againat the deprivation of civil freedom as it was
possible to contrive by legal mechanism, and that
the reforms would enable the Indians toa large
oextent to give effect to these measures.

Woa recollect that some exponents of reforms
made bold to prediot that, in their very first or
second seasion, our reformed legislatures would
afford praotioal evidence of their power to give
legislative seourity to individual freedom, and
though thia prediotion was then regarded as over-
sanguine, it has in faot come true. The very first
business transaoted by the Indian legislature on the
first day of its sitting was to appoint a Committea
to inquire how farthe legislature could go in repeal-
ing theTepressive laws of the country. The investi-
gations of the Committee have resulted in the re.
commendation, to which the Government of India
have decided to give full effact, that a great major-
ity of such laws should be gbolished, and that those
that were to be retained should be retained only for
& short period, so long as the present abnormal con-
ditions remained in the country. In view of the

use to which these laws have since been put, the
publie will perhaps demur to the reservation made
by the Committee ; but, whatover one may think of
this decision it must be remembered that ona
roview of the existing conditions a Committee con-
sisting of a majority of non-official members came
to tha unanimons conclusion that the repeal of
cortain laws should be postponed for a time, and the
Government can hardly be blamed if we find one or
two repressive laws still with us. 'While we have
progressed thus far with the abrogatior of repressive
laws, we have also made some progrese with the
other two items, viz. making the remedy of

1 habens corpus more complete and severing the judi~

cial from the exeoutive functions. In respect of the
latter, a Committee of the United Provinces Counoil
hasmade certain recommendations and the question
is being considered in some other provinces with a
view to formulating practical schemes. In respect’
of the former, Mr. Rangachariar has brought in a
Bill in the Legislative Assembly, extending the
provisions of section 491 of the Criminal Procedure
Code to the whole of British India. By this sec-~
tion in its present form the power of issning & writ
of habeas corpus is restricted, first to the three High
Courts in the Presidency towns of Caloutta, Madras
and Bombay, and, secondly, to cases of arbitrary
detention arising within the original jurisdiction
of these Courts. Mr. Rangachariar’s Bill seeks to
remove both these restrictions by extending power
of issuing the writ of habeas corpus to all High
Courts and enabling the latter to apply this remedy’
to oases falling within the appellate jurisdiction,
also. This would bring section 491 Into line with
seotion 456 which deals with cases-of wrongful con-'
finement among Europsan British subjects and re«
move the racial distinctions which exist at present.
The Government of India have promised their
support to the Bill and there is no doubt that it will
be passed unanimously. It will effectively sscure
the personal liberty of Indians., The Liberals are
entitled to feel a particular pride in this piece of
logislation, for while the other parties were en-
gaged in the more or less futile task of asking for
a formal enunoiation of the elementary rights of
citizensbip. the Liberals suggested practidal means
of safeguarding them, one of them being the per-
focting of the remedy of habeas -corpus. The
Liberal Foderation of December of 1919 and their’
All-India Counocil in June 1920 adopted a resolution:
to the effect that “ the remedy in the natare of
haboas corpus should be mada available in all
parts of British India.”

The Home Member in the Government of
India, Sir William Vincent, when speaking on this
Bill, remarked : * The law ( of habeas corpus) i¥
most valuable and probably a much greater guaran-
teo of the liberty of the subjeot than those prin-
ciples whioch we frequently see enunciated at the
commenoement of European Constitutions.” This
viow is supported by the highest authorities on
oonstitutional law : . g. Professor Dicey has the
following: “There is no difficulty, and there is
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often very little gain, in declaring the existence of
a right to personal freedom. The true dlﬁioulty is
to secure its enforcement. The habeas corpus

Acts have achieved this end, and’ have therefore
done for the liberty of Enghshmen more than could

have been achieved by any ‘Declaration of Rights.
One may even venture to say that theae Acts a.ré
of really more importance not only than thé gén-
eral proclamations of the Rights of Man which
have often been put fm-wa.rd in foreign oountnes.
but even than such very lawyer-like documents as
the Petition of Rights or the Bill of Rights.”

FIRING AT MATIARI.
THE report of the Committee appointed by the
Bombay Government to inquire into the ﬁnng ‘that
occurrad at Matiari (in Sind) on July 21,1921 ,with
the Government's decision as to the action to be
taken on the report, is now published. The Com-
mittee was appointed on August 6 and reported on
September 15 ; the Commissioner of Sind received
the report on September 17 and forwarded it to the
Government on September 23 with his remarks on
it. The Committee took only five weeks to conduct
its investigations on the apot and the Commission-
er five days to form his conclusions, buf the
Bombay Government sat ocogitating over the
matter for no less than four months and a half,
and one is tempted to think that if the sitiing of
the Bombay Council had not drawn near, their
cogitations would not have been over even now.
The public of the Bombay Presidency have a legi-
timate grievance in that while the Commissioner
could, with commendable celerity, whitewish the
police of Matiari in five days’ time, the Bombay
Government should bhave taken nearly as many
months for the same process, only carried out a
little more clumsily. The one attempt of the Home
Member of the Bombay Government in this affair
seems to be to ageravate, by using exaggerated ox-
pressions, the seriousness of the situation with
whiclh the police were called upon to deal and to
minimise the eriminality of the action which they
took, Amidst a mass of lying statements and
fabricatedsevidence, in which the officials had a
large share, the facts of the disturbance stand out
quite clear. A meeting of the local Aman Sabha,
not open to the public, is held at Matiari, which is
a stronghold of the Khilafat agitators, to the deep
chagrine of the latter. An attempt is made by them
to dissuade the people who came for this meeting
from attending it, and even some intimidation is
used to that end.
is held ; thereupon the Khilafatists arrange a rival
meeting at some distance. A number of boys
come over to the meeting of the Aman Sabha, and
create some disturbance by hooting and jeering
and throwing sand. The Inquiry Committes,
whose report signed by Mr. E. Raymond, Addition-
al Judicial Commissioner of Sind; and Mr. Har—_
ohandrai Vishindas is a model of close reasoning
and strictly impartial judgment, express the opi-
nion that the boys' " actions were not caloulated to

Still the Aman Sabha’s meeting |

sériously disturb thé Aman Sabha meeting. " The
mesting is terminated and the Amans set out to go
home, They aré prevented from doing so by the
Khilafat workers. Butonneitherof these ocoasions’
is any personal injary sustained by any of the men
who attended the meeting of the Aman Sabha. The'
latter are then given a police escort, but are again
molested. Thereupon firing is ordered. Among
the ciroumstaiices which, according to the Polide
Sub-Inspector’s version, justified the firing wore:
(I)tha.é there was a report of a gun fired by some
one of thé Khilafat party beforé thé police fired;
() that the majority of that party were armed withi
hatchets and lathis; and (3) that the Khilafat lead-
ers, who are named, incited the crowd to beat and
kill the police. The Committse show conclusively

' that there is not a shred of evidence, which can be

relied upon as credible, to support either of these
three statements. The Commissioner, significantly
enough, passes over all of them in complete silénce.
The Government accept the Committee’s conclusion
with regard to (1) and (2), and with regard to (3)
they say, * Incitements there must have bheen,
though it is not possible to ascribe them to any
particular individuals.”” If the Governlent follow
the Committee in rejecting these grounds as supply-
ing any justfication for the firing, they cannot but
acoept the Committee’s finding that “ the subordi-
nate police officials at Matiari so worked up the
police case as to picture a most desperate situation
leaving the police no alternative but to fire on the
mob.” The Sub-Inspector himself is implicated in
this business and yet the Government resolution
hasnot a word to say about the conduet of the police
officials whom the Committee have convicted of
tampering with evidence. The only reasons which
could be held to have proveked the firing were that
the Khilafat crowd persisted in preventing the
Aman Sabha people from going to their houses,
that in offering resisiance to the police, they threw
stones or e¢lods at them (though the Committee
adduce conclusiva grounds to prove that these mis-
siles could not have been many), and that Bne of
such stones struck the Sub-Inspector, upon which
the latter official, being enraged, directed the
firing. The Committee’s unanimous conclusion
is that these grounds could mpot justify firing,
when it is clear that there was no danger to
the lives of the police or the banias, against
whom the hostile activities of tha Khilafat crowd
were directed. The Government contend that
the excited state of the crowd and the violence
committed by them in the shape of throwing
stones are sufficient grounds of justifieation; how
flimsy they are will be clear to all those who read
the Committee’s report. The Committee further say
that ' admittedly no warning was given fo the
crowd ; the Sub-Inspector was specifically asked as
to whether he warned the crowd and he said he
did not, ” and yet the Government resolution has
the bardihood to ¢laim that the Sub-Inspector’s re-
monstranos that the crowd should make way for
the Aman Sabha people amounted to a warning as
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+required by law before opening fire! It is explicit-

1y laid down in the Police Manual that the warning

must be in the clearest terms, to the effect that force
will be used if the crowd. does not_ disperse, and
notwithstanding this, and notwithstanding the fact
- that the Sub-Inspector did not care to fortify him-

- golf with the sanction of a magistrate, although one

was available just about 100 paces from the scene of

- disturbance, the Government completely exculpate.

him on this orucial point. The firing that  took
place is eaid to have been in the air.
.contravention of a rule in the Police Manual. If
.the Sub-Inspector ordered it, he would be in fault.
As a matter of fact he himself admitted that he
"had ordered it, for the Committee say, *According
to Fateh Mohamed snd the Su'b-Inspactor, the
latter directed him to fire in the air.” Still the
Commissioner must save the Sub-Inspector in spite
of himself, and ha attempts to do so by saying that
"“he (the Sub-Inspector) probably did not order the
firing to be in the air”|! It appears, however, in
evidence that all ths firing was not in the air, but
that some.of it was ""the result of & deliberate aim.”
* Indeed, the Deputy Police Superintendent was
eonstralned-to admit that on some occasions the
gun must have been fired by Fateh Mohamed either
reoklessly . or deliberately,” and medical evidence
shows that the wounds that were caused could not
be due to “amcoidental or stray shots™ but must
have been due to shots deliberately aimed. Yet this
conclusion is rejected by the Commissioner and
the Government, who put forward a hypothesis
which we would not insult the intelligence of our
readers by quoting here. The curious may tarn to
para. 7 of the Commissioner’s note. The Commit-
‘tee’s conclusion that the firing was kept up much
too long, entailing unnecessary injury, the Govern-
ment is forced to acoeps, but it is only “a serious
error of judgement” and no more. The Commis-
sioner rightly chserves that if the findings of the
Committee are accepted as correct, the only action
“that would be appropriate on the par of Govern-
ment is®%o put the police officera on their trial in a
court of law. Butthe Government do not accept
the findings as correct ; they hold that the evidence
adduced by the Committee is insufficient not only
to obtain & conviction of the officials, but even to
eonstitute a prima facie oase against them |1 If the
Government is always to shield their subordinate
officers so that the unanimous conclusions of a
Committee appointed by them and possessing such
legal acumen and freedom from bias as the
Committee show in this instance are to be
rejeoted as not even fit to found a prosecution
upon, what is the use of the appointment of any
Committee at all? The people of the Presidency ex-
bressed much disappointment when they failed to get
aninvestigation instituted into the Dharwar firing,
which by the way was as unjustified as this
firing in Matiari, but after the experience they
. have had they will be compelled to revise their no-
* tion of the value of an Inquiry Committee. The only
remedy that seems open to the peOple of Matiari ig

If so, it is In-

themselves to ask for the Governor's sanction for a
prosecutmn AE, after such an. empha.tw finding of
the Government s own bommlttea, the sanction is
not glven. it will mean that in Indm obta.ms that
admlmstratwe law whlch is in force on the conti-
nant of Europe and upon the absence of which
England prides herself so much.
ZIONISM.

LAST waok’s oables informéd the Indian publio that
a constitution foreshadowing self-government was
about to be granted to Palestine and not a_fow
papers took this opportunity of regahng yet. onoe
more their readers to the usual attack on the folly
of Zlomsm and the wickedness of the policy of
turning Paleéstine into a National Home of Jewry.
One feels, what with the anti-Semitism of average
Anglo-Indiadom and with the Moslem olamour for
Palestine as essentially Moslem Holy Ground, that
an Indian public has little opportunity of ever
knowing-the other aspect of the question:all of
which may perhaps be sufficient reason for allow-
ing me to-day to present the other side, _

- Lot me, as a start, acoept the figures usually
given viz that the present populaiion of Palestine
consists of six lakhs of people, of whom 107 are
Jewish, 10% Christian and 807, Moslem. Butin ac-
cepting these figures, I must add that if six lakhsis
the actual, six millions is the potential population of
the country. In former times Palestine did actally
carry that number of people and all experts are
agreed that it could once more do so. All thaf is
needed, is intensive agrioulture, cottage industries
and the scientific exploitation of all the natural
rosources of the land by way of hydro-electric
installations, afforestation, drainage, irrigation
systems &ec. Under Turkish rule, of course, the
whole fair land becamsa derelict, depopulated and
exploited for the sole benefit of the effendi class
who as large zamindars oared nothing for the
interests of the people and in their happy-go-lucky
style were ready at all times to sacrifice future en-
hanced returns rather than apply the revenues of
the present to improving the capital value pof their
properties. The ruins of beautiful and flourishing
cities of Roman times cover the land still : silent
and yot eloguent witnesses to the density of popu-
lation and high culture which Palestine enjoyed
during the first centuries of the Christian era. The
water supply of Jerusalem iz a8 good illustration:
up to the time of the English occupation the only
aqusduct supplying the capital with spring water
was one dating from olassio times, and even that
supply had been allowed to decay. The Arabs that
overran Palestine and overwhelmed the Byzantine
oivilization there were sons of the desert, noinads
who oared nothing for settloments and were only
looking for pastures and for loot. From that inva-
sion onward Palestine has dectined down the road
to ruin, depopulation and desolation, and it is per<
haps only fair to the Turks to say that they mere-
ly acdoelerated and sealed a doom whlch began
enturies before.
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This doom however is not irreversible. The
damage done during centuries of misrule and no-
rule can be repaired. All over Palestine there are
oolonies, Jewish colonies, founded since the mid-
dle of the last century, which prove what modern
enterprise, capital and science could make of the
whole country. No visitor to these colonies buthas
been struck by the extraordinary contrast between
these thriving, smiling settlements and the decay

and semi-desolation of the countryside everywhere -

else. And these colonies were founded, not on pick-
ed 1and, but necessarily on land, which was least
valued by its former owners, even if it had any
owners at all. The modern Jewish colonies there-
fore prove that the resettlomen$ of Palestine is not
a Zionist ohimera, but that such methods, if
universally applied to all waste and underdevelop-
edland, would guarantee the economic feasibility
ofbringing the population of Palestine once more
to its pristine level of millions, where to-day & few
lakhs only carry on a precarious existence.

The point of Zionism therefore is that since
Palestine can oarry a population of several mil.
lion inhsbitants, the Jews of the world should be
allowed to supply these numbers, And it is not, as
if in this would-be immigration the Jews were
competing with any other people, eager to settle in
and colonize Palestine, Nobhody else wants to go
there and to spend very hard work and very much
oapital on bringing back the old productivity of
Palestine, when with less work and money he can
getever so much greater returns from the rich virgin
soil of Canada, of the Argentine, of Australia.

Why then does the Jew, and the Jew only,
want to go to Palestine and settle in this at present
so little hospitable land ? Undoubtedly and
primarily for sentimental reasons——bacause,
slthough for 2000 years no longer actually in his
occupation, the Jew has never yet ceased to regard
that little strip of 1and as his by ancient and in
defeasible right, to be again his by unhquenchable
hope and indomitable faith. That is, why he and
he alone is prepared to sink in that country all his
fortunes,"to water it with the sweat of his brow, to
fertilize it with brain and musele, if only he can
thereby bring back the glories of his ancient patri-
mony and leave it as a sure inheritance to his
children and his children’s children.

Lst me add, however, that, powerful as this sen-
timental reason is : standing by itself, it would not
suffice to make Zionism practical politios. If Jews
were uniformly well treated, if everywhere they
were acoepted, legally and socially, as the equals of
the people among whom they lived: if even they
were only everywhere tolerated, as the rich and
successful amongst them are to-day put up with in

England, in Amerioa, in France even and in-

Germeny : I for Jone have little doubt that the
sentimental appeal of Palestine would not avefl to
lure them, any more than it has power to-day to

lure out of their Wall Streets and Bayswater:

Roads, their Bourses and Tiergarten Viertels, the

comfortably off of Hebrew race whoare quite satisfied
to remain where they are and to keep Palestine asz
a pious memory and nothing more. It is this class
which the Western non—Jew always visualizes,
when he talks of Jews—he thinks of the Rothschilds
and Sassoons, of the Samuels and the Montagues.
He never considers that the bulk of Jewry is not
merely poor, bnt abjectly so; that in those countries
where Jows are to be found er masse, in Poland,
in Ukrania, in Rumania, they are people without
rights, outside the pale of citizenship, herded to-
gether in ghettoes, never safe against some sudden
outburst of mob frenzy which will invade their
slums to pillage and burn, to kill and rape.

That is the condition of existence of these
wretohed Jows of Eastern Europe and it is this
solid fact which has turned Zionism from a " senti-
mental hobby into the only practical politics of
what is to be done with the millions who are
neither wanted by the country of their birth nor
anywhere else welcomed as immigrants. The
proverbial generosity of their wealthy co-religion-
ists, though they do not themselves wish to stir
from their homes of ease, will provide these out-
castes of Eastern Europe with all the’ necessary
funds to start them on colonies of their own in
Palestine and they on their part of course are only
too glad to return to the Holy Land of their fore-
fathers, to a land which is to be again a true home
for them, as no other country ever can. Hoere then

we have the five million surplus population which-

Palestine under wise and loving management
could carry: here we have got the reason why
Pelestine should find room for them ; here also we

have the answer to those who sneer that the Jews:

don’t want to go to barren Palestine when they can
batten on the Gentile world. Out of a total of 15
million Jews in the world- to-day if is not even

possible that more than a third should go to settle

in Palestine : but is that a reason why one Jew in

three should not be sllowed to go back to the

ancient homeland of his, if he is anxious to do
s0 ? .
When therefore writers and their readers
wax indignant at the impertinence of
75,000 Jews actually in Palestine wanting to

lord it over the 500,000 Moslems and 75,000

Christians also living there; they are waxing
indignant at & man of straw set up by them-
selves,

anxious to safeguard in every possible way the
rights of the present mon-Jewish population of
Palestine. But they do claim that the present

population should not be given the power of closing’

the door to all further Jewish immigration; they
claim that as the country can absorb them, Jewish
jmmigrants should have s right of entry; they

‘olaim that the present majority has no title -to

remain a majority by a-dog-in-the-manger policy
of keeping out prospective immigrants who, in
time, would turn their majority into a minority.

the:

Zionists do not want tc ‘ lord it’ in Pales-.
tine to-day; Zionists believe whole-heartedly in:
the democratic rule of the majority ; Zionists are-

¢
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. This is what Zionists cleim and in doing so
'they recall the solemn pledge which the British
-Government gave during the war to all Jewry,
guaranteeing that Palestine should become hence-
forth the potential Home Country of all those
Jews, as desired to make it such for themsslves,

Why should this solemn pledge be broken ?

The Moslems, we are told, resent the idea of a
Zionist Palestine as they olaim the country for
themselves on religious grounds, I appeal to the
reason, to every generous and chivalrous sentiment
of my Moslem friends, whether if is not possible to
safoguard every single religious soruple of theirs
by confirming them for ever in their holy places,
the Mosque of Omar at Jerusalem, the tomb of
Moses at Hebron, and all the others, .safeguarding
them, I say, if necessary by extra-territorializing
suoh places : without their claiming for themselves
the whole of this little ocountry, mostly 'lying
fallow as it.is, when they have got the whola
Muslim world open to them, from Morocco to
Peking and from Kabul to Zepzibar. What right
is this that they claim for their religion in
Palestine, which a more ancient religion does not
give to the Christians, and a religion, more ancient
still, to the Jews ? 1f they base their right on mili-
tary conquest, how can they deny that right fo the
English ? Why oovet this tiny Naboth's vineyard ¢
The Arab delegation now in London is astutely
playing on the avowed anti-Semitism of certain
.people who are prominent in Goverment, in Parlia-
ment, in the press : but the interests they wish to
safeguard, sre tiot the interedts of Islam, nor even

the interests of the common people of Palestine,

‘though fellow Arab. It is their own privileges
they wish to safeguard, theirown asoendancy over a
peasantry, whose economioc and political awaken-
.ing under the stimulus of Zionist immigrants it is,
thaé they really and truly are concerned about.
S8imilarly with the opposition of the Chrisat-
ians, especially of the Roman Catholic Churek. No
Zionist but is glad to have their rights to all that
is* Holy Lamnd ’ to them guaranteed and safeguard-
od in every possible way. After all, Palestine is
only a mandated country and the Christian and
'Moslem Powers in the League of Nations will
‘'slways be able to ensura striet observancs of all
isuch gurantees—even if it was possible to oonceive
such folly on the part of a Zionist administration,
a3 the meddling with the religious susoeptibilities
of Moslems and Christians in Palestine. would ba,
After all, Palestine is the Holy Land of all the
rthroe great religions which took their rise amongst
Semitio races; it is a land of pilgrims and tourists
whom to attract, aot to offend, is of the most obvi-
ous interest td all people who have made Palestine
{their home. Again, there is the midoonoeption, as
if Zionism was a religious movement : it is so only
l}inoidentnlly, primarily it is a national, a racial

movemsent and emungst its lenders are men of no
teliglon as well as men who happea to be orthedox
k ews, It is therefore a fallacy to look for religious

antagonism on their part against Moslems or Christ-

ians; Zionists claim Palestine as & homeland, a
haven of refuge, not for a Faith, but for a race.

At present about 10,000 new immigrants per
annum are admitted in Palestine: which means
that at this rate it will take 50 years, before the
majority of non-Jews is turned ‘into a ‘minority ;
and even if the present rate of immigration was -
increased five-fold, it would take a century to All
up the country. What then is this ™ danger*’, this.
dreadful immediate peril which menaces the

'whole of the Moslem World and the whole of

Christendom to boot ?

Ys it not really time, that all men of good will,’
all sober and right-thinking people, should make a
stand against this mischievous propaganda which
is trying to befog an eminently simple, clear and
straightforward iesue, and that they should help the
just cause of a little nation, whosé sta.nding:
reproach hitherto hasbeen thatthey were homaeless,
but unto whom it is now counted .as & new orime
that they should desire to return—home ?

H. C. E. ZACHARIAS,

SIR GEORGE LLOYD'S TOUR IN
KATHIAWAR.

To put it plainly, His Execellency the Governor's
tour in Kathiawar has been disappointing. His
Exoeliency had no word to say which would
improve the lot of the people living in Indian
States or cheer tham in their endeavour to mitigate
the rigours of autocratic rule and he authorised
in the very area, which is directly administered by
his Goverment, arbitrary arrest, imprisonment and
externment of two "agitntors" which were not
sanotioned by any Law in existence and which
were merely the outcome of the executive will,
His spoech at the Banquet given to him by the
Princes and Chief of Kathiawar was remarkabla
for the preference he showed to the autooratic form
of Government. Of course, what he preferred was
benevolent autocracy, which he was prepared to
uphold in the States, **for"” ashe said, “autooraoy in
Kast oan show some excellent Government and of
a kind and character moreover that the people can
often understand batter than that which we give
them”. In his opinion this benevolent and good
autooraoy was therule in the States, but he acknow-
ledged that “unfortunately, very ocoasionally, not
very often I am glad to say, we do find autocraocies
that are not benevolent’’ and then he gave his
views as to how the Paramount Power should deal
with these bad aufooraciea. All thatone can eay
is that it is very regrettable that His Exoellency
should be so misinformed about the character of the
sutooracies in the States and about the people’s
feelings in regard to them., Does he kmow or
realise what this autooratio. rule means to the

peoplet Has he consulted any one of the people

who daily taste of this rule? Has he noticed its
consequences, not in the very occasional instances
he acknowledged as being bad autooracies but in
the others which he takes to'be good ? It is to be:
hoped that His Exoellency will mention only two
or three whioh he regards, par excellence, as be-
nevolent autooracies and state in what respects
they are superior to Goverments where people’s
voice is heard and has weight, Does he know that
with aolitary exoeptions hare and there, autooracy
means intriguss, oppression, absence of law and
justice, either waste or hoarding of ryot's money*
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slavishness of the people or their object submission.
It is surprising that so shrewd and capable a
statesman as Sir George Lloyd should in this third
decade of the 20th century subseribe to the eant
that the East can only appreciate a benevolent
autooracy and is not fit for popular government.
One does not like to read more into the speech than
appears on the surface. Buf the speech was
unfortunately so oconstructed that it tended fo
confirm the suspicion which had already entered
the minds of a large number of thinking men that
the present polioy of the British Government was
to use the Indian Rulers to suppress all legitimate
aspirations of the people, subject to their rule, and to
arm them with means to do so in the shape of the
new organization of State forces, which are to be
well equipped and trained and which can be used
by the 3tates to put down internal commotion and
can be lent to the British Government also for a
similar purpose. Happiness, security, prosperity,
and advancement of the people in Indian States
cannct be brought about by lopping off one or two
extremely bad cases of autocratic rule, as His Ex.
oellency thinks. They can be achieved only by
offocting radical changes in the present form of
Native States rule and by making the ruler himself
respect and act aocording to law and spend hia
people’s money for their benefit acoording to their
choice and not his own.

It would be preposterous to suppose that the
arrest, imprisonment and externment of Messrs.
Mansukhlal Mehta and Manilal Kotharl were in-
tended a8 specimens of * good autocracy ’’. But
coming as they did aboui the same time as His
Excellency's speech, in which he propounded the
virtues of benevolent autocracy, they are sure to be
adopted by the rulers as an example to follow. It
goes without saying that none of these acts have
their sanction in any law in force in the Kathia-
war Political Agency, but are purely and frankly
an arbitrary exercise of power. It is not necessary
to examine the nature of the agitation for which
action was taken against these two “agitators™. If
they had committed any offence, they should have
been proceeded witi: according to law. It isnoex.
ageeration to say that these illegal acts of the
executive have profoundly stirred the minds of
people and that everywhere there is a feeling of
despondenoy and sullen resentment. If Govern.
ment in their Political Agencies can behave as if
they were above law, no public worker, who is not
subservient to or fails to keep himself in the good
graces of the authorities, would be safe outside the
limita of British India. He can at any time be de-
prived of hie liberty, his home and his means of
livelihood by a stioke of the executive pen. The’
condition of the Province is bad enough, but with
such a terror hanging over people even in British-
administered area, they must bid good bye &o all
hopes of progress as it would. be impossible to

“achieve any progress without healthy agitation
and ventilation of the peuvple’s legitimate aspira-
tions.

- The other features of His Excellency’s tour,
which are most discussed are the vast expenditure
inourred by the States on spectacular displays and
the unotuous self-laudation with which the Princes
entertained His Exocellency almost everywhere.
As to the first, Kathiawar has always been noted
for its open-handed hospitality. It is not there-
fore surprising that His Excellency was sumptu-
ously entertained wherever ho went and that the
Rulers vied with each other in putting forth best
show. No doubt there was, as was to_be expected in
these days of popular awakening, agitation against L

the expenditure of lacs of rupees derived from the-
people’s toil ; but in Kathiawar the agitator is re-
garded as a pestilential nuisance and it appears to.
be a point of honour with almost every one of our’
Rulers to persist in the oourse which the agitator
has denounced. The self-laudation hurt no one. It
was only characteristic. One need not fear that it
was all taken literally, but all the same it forms
good reading. It can hardly be taker as a text to
support His Excellency’s fond ides that in Kathia~
war, which boasts of numerous large and petty
States, there was to be found that rare thing in the
Jhistory of the world—a realiy benevolent autooracy,
nob in one or two or three States, but in almost
every one of them barring very occasional lapses,

D, B. SHUKLA.
Rajkot.

CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE.

( FROM THE STANDPOINT OF METHOD, )
EACH one of us, whatever his views on eocial,
political or religionus questions, seems, in these
days, to be dissatisfied with things as they are.
We are not satisfied with our religion; we would
materially alter our social arrangements; our in-
dustrial and economiec life also needs overhauling.
And in politics, which constitutes, for the time
being, the most burning topie of them all we desire
each one of us, nothing short of the fullest devolu-
tion of responsibility and power—which we term
sSwaraj.

It is but natural that this general discontent
and awakening should breed in us the spirit of im-
portance. So long as we do not perceive things,
wo all behave as if we were so many Rip Van
Winkles. But when our eyes open and we begin
to rub them, the change comes like a shock—like
an electrie shock that throws us off our balanoce.

. Impatience is an indication of earnestness,
But mere impatience will take us nowhere. Nay,
worse, when it assumes the dimensions of masa
impatience, it may lead the country, if it iz not
controlled by knowledge, insight and a practical
grasp of affairs, into sure disaster.

Wa realize this, pretty correctly, in social and
religious diseipline. The innate conservatism of
human nature is always prone to strengfhen up
defences against sudden onslaught. A non-¢on-
formist in religious and social reform is, not in-
frequently, a solitary individual. And icr the begine«
ning he often passes for an eccentric. Society is al-
ways on its guard against sudden encroachments
and rapid marches, The non-conformist, who firs¢
‘passes for an eccentrio, if he is' able to keep his
‘personal life above reproach and suspicion, gradu-
ally begins to influence the community. Like a
stone thrown in the centre of a stream of water, in
growing circles, his influence penetrates all over
the field. .And thus, slowly a change comes over
men's views and opinions. The lump is being gra-
dually leavened. And, in a generation, the non-
conformist is adopted and canonized as a reformer
and remembered as an asset. People imitate him,
uneconsciously imbibe his tone, discuss and adopt
his phrases. And the change passesa into & settle
mood of the society. :

In religious and social matters, again, at loas
go far as modern times are concerned, we are fa
away from the era of persecution, tyranny an
martyrdom. Among many other reasons that ma
account for it, one sure reason is that the State
which is an emblem of power, has long oceased #

be a theooracy, as it was in the days of the Jews
]
d
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-or, in post-Constantine Roman periad, or, in some
‘period of the Holy Roman Empire. Perhaps in
ndia, though we have no adequate data to spea}:
with a certainty, suoch a persecution never was, if
‘we oxcept from our purview the Mahomedan period
-of Indian history. Hindua India was tolerant of
.sll faiths, and, of all phases of the same faith, from
. downright atheism and materialism, on the one

. hand, to pantheism and polytheism on the other. |

And even in polytheism how many forms has it not
adopted as its very own? We are not discussing
‘here the wisdom and unwisdom of it. But we are
stating a faot. Of social persecution we have our
own tale to add to the world’s history, to fall into
line with other members of the human family.

But social and religious non-conformity has
-never sesumed the proportion of a great mass move-
ment. And where it haa done 80, as in the history
of Christianity and Islam as church militant, it
bhas not failed to work havoo among mankind. The
- Christians were persecuted by their opponents in
- its early history. And in later times, throughout
- periods known as the Dark Ages, it has not spared
- heretics or schism. Readers of Kingsley's *Hypa-
‘tia” get some idea, apart from the narrative of ac-
-oredited historians, of the kind of mood and
- temper, of the fanaticism of the early Christians
- when they found power in their hands to do as
they liked. Islam has its own tale to tell.
-we need not dilate upon its methods of conversion.
‘Civil Disobedience, therefors, as a term applied to
-social and religious non-conformity, is a mis-
nomer. Every word has its history, its pedigres
and its inseparable accidents. And it is not wise
to translate it into spheres where its meaning and
- application are not eo olear. If, at all, we are
» tempted to adopt that term, we must at once make
it olear that it was never beyond and above an in-
_ dividual protest, an individual rule of conduct.
Non-conformity is the proper word for it. These
' resisters of social and religious diseipline loom in
history as shining and lofty peaks of a vast, irre-
.gular range. The staka that burns the martyr or
the rack that torturea the heretic may make the
oause speed forward. But who knows? A sage
like Goethe has expressed deepest doubts in tha
matler. When we give of-hand decisions, we do
‘'not pause to think how much must have been really
lost to humanity, because of these extreme methods
both on the part of the would-be reformer and his
perseoutct |

But personal example as contrasted with the or-
-ganised aotivity of a mass is altogether different,
1t has to be judged by different tests and standards,
Let us not be misunderstood. We do not mean
anything like a difference in moral svaluation of
-8 private and a public aot. Far from it. Looking
to its results, what may do positive harm in the
mass, works only as a necessary irritant and sol-
vent through the foroe of personal example.

A social and a religious reformer is indeed a
-revolutionary. But the conservative instinots of
-society are too powerful to sucoumb under him.

But a political revolutionary, beoause of the differ-
-énce of methods, ia a serious menacs. And there-
-fore the parallelism does not work acourately, The
-oonfusion in social and religious life and disoipline
-oomes home to every individual in so swift and
telling & manner that the community and society
offer strong and effective resistance to it, of their
sown initiative, The scoial impulse works here
d:kq reflex aolion in the human body. Society
mubjects every mew opinion and every non-conform-
ing act on the part of the individual to a vory acid
‘test. It ia literally * like the halter round the neok

And

of the Roman Senator.” And by the time the test
has been passed, the opinion and the change are
either wholly adopted, rejected or modified to suit
the mould., The line of least resistance, perforce,
operates a8 & law of change in these matters,
though it may not be adopted and oannot be justi-
fied as & motto of individual initiative and con-
duct. '
Such is not always the fruit of impatience in
politioal agitation, The infection catches more

" rapidly. Precisely beoause every one doss not and
- cannot realize how he is affected by the change ; at

least, to the vital extent that sooial and religious
opinion affacts him. Therefore the mass mind
oannot visualize the danger correctly. In politics
the effeots of the change on personal life are so
indirect as to be considered as almost nil. Every
one believes that the changes proposed are at the
expense of an organization alien to himself. We
realize the organic unity of our individual lives
with the body-politic, as we realize the dependance
of our lives on the atmosphere we breathe in, only
when and after something cataclysmic has happen-
ed. And as cataclysm leads to dissolution, the
danger is still better realized. But then, as is often
discovered, things may have gone too far. That is
why what is permissible as a method ix social and
religious reform is not permissible in polities. And
therefora the political machinery that covers and
protects and moves all other wheels within it has
to be hauled and repaired and sat up with the ut-
most oare and caution.

In social and religious matters society pro-
teots itself. In political matters society has to be
protected against itself by those who know the
danger, have studied the chart and compass, and
have done good steering amidst shoals and eddies
and ocurrents of divergent waters, and, in different
longitudes and latitudes. The mariner must be =
man of experience. In social and religious matters
heroiem of an uncompromising character has its
great moral value. A hero lits up the vision, and,
reveals sunny landscapes that brace up the strag-
gler and the wobbler. - But in politios, uncompro-
mising heroism, however much it may appeal to
the dramatio instinot in man, is entirely out of
plaoce, except for the rile of creating a moral force.
And that heroism must have nothing of the adven-
turer in it. It must be free from and above the
shifts of a mere agitator, or “an embodiad theory."
It must be like the heroism of Abraham Lincoln in
American politios, who knew how to wait, when.
to wait, where to yield and how to strike, 'h[a.rtin
Luther and Savanarola were great religious re-
formers. But though Martin Luther wrote on
polities, he never took upon himself the responsi-
bility of working out the political regeneration of
his countrymen by direct method. He knew the
danger and also knew the limitations of his genius
and power so far as that field of activity ‘'was con-
cerned. : : )

Politics is, in a sense, the most superficial of
all human activities, But in another and a more
important sense it is the most vital and difficult of
all human activities. The skin of the human body
may not seem so important, after all, as’ the wvital
organs of the human system. All the ‘same, you
cannot flay a man alive without doing him to
death by that proocess. So also with politios. It
embraoes the interests of by far tha largest number
in a society, and, regulates- and adiusts' f_:hem‘ to
perfection. Therefore the changes in politioal ins-
titutions are necessarily tardy and siow, even as
skin diseases are-very siow to cure and have to be
oured not by drastio applications but by indirect
treatment.
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The difference between politicsa and other re-
forming aoctivities is lost sight of by those who dis-
cuss them in an .abstract manner, and apply the
same test and standard to appraise the wisdom or
otherwise of methods that are like swift surgical
operations. We cannot conclude these stray ob-
servations better than by quoting the following re-
marks of Bertrand Russell which sum up the
essence of the argument sought to be developed
here : “ Those who have the happiness of the
world at beart will shrink from attitudes and the
facile hysteria of ‘no parley with the enemy.’
They will not embark upon enterprises, however
arduous and austere, which are likely to involve
the martyrdom of their counfry and the discredit-
ing of their ideals. It is by slower and less showy
methods that the world must be built, by a pro-
longed and devoted propaganda of ideas rather
than tactics. Tofind fault with those who urge
these congiderations, or to accuse them of faint-
heartedness is mere sentimental self-indulgence
sacrificing the good we can do to the satisfaction of
our emotions,”

Comment is superfluous. Let each oné look
about with this lamp of knowledge to discover the
iurking danger.
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