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‘TOPICS OF THE WEEK,

THE conclusion of the Anglo-Af-
The *"‘f"“"‘““ ghan Treaty has been made the:

ooccasion of muoh self-congratula-
tion on the British side, from a royal message fo
the Amir to viceroyal thanks to Sir {Henry Dobbs
and a ohorus of the inspired press about a British
diplomatic “success” and the great “satisfaotion”
felt about it all. Moethinks, they protest a trifle
tao much and teo loudly. Only a few short months
ago the Afghan Embassage to the OQuter World, on
reaching London and ealling at the Foreign Office,
were curtly refused admittance and yeferxed.to the.
India ©ffice, where needless 1o say the envoys rev
fused to go, seeing that their whole mission con.
sisted in establishing the claim .of: their-ocountry,,
to be a soversign and completely independent,
Power, instead of merely some sort of appendagae,
of India. This regrettable.and atupid..snub,has,
now been more than wiped: out by the .British,
Foreign Office having to eat its own wozds and te,
set its seal to the present Treaty, which definitely
establishes the right of - Afghanistan to. bg- repre»
sented at the Court of St. James',m as one amongst
the comity of nations. Much is made in official
communiques of a eo-oalled guid pre- gue, vim.
that “no Ruasian Consulates will be permitted” in
the three frontier Qistriote. Is it: seriously pre-
tended that the Russian virus, if-virus. it is, will
not affeot the Indian frontler, -if no. aacredited
Russian officials are actually stationedin.Jalalae
bad, Ghazni and Kandahar, but have free; scope
everywhere else in Afghanistan ¥ . Tha. other poing
much emphasized is the dlsoontmuatmmaf the-
“subsidy**—though the * valuahle present.”"; ta be ]
wmade on ratification, takes & good daal, of gils: off 4

that piece of gingerbread. Anybody who believes,
as we: do, in the self-determination.of peoples must
welcome the new treaty.: bat, one doubts how far
this  treaty will go without a new treaty with
Russia. '

-« - *

THE compulsory retirement of Sir
Basil Thomson is an event of first
class importance; for it is mnot
merely & parsonal affair, but, as we gathar from the
mail papers to hand, implies the disbandment of
Sir Basil's whole depariment, the' * Intelligence,
Department of Scotland Yard;” in ofher words, the
English Political Police. It is one of the glories
of England that, alone of the West, it used to get
- on without any of the * Secret Service ™ agents,
which were & commonplace of Continental Gov-
ernments and played sach a sinister r6le in the
life of tneir pedple. With the war and the removal
of one English liberty after another, came Sir
Basil and his department: at first, to foil the Ger-
man sp¥, of course. But, equally of course, as the
war developed, new “enemies of the country”™ were
manufaotured, designated by the newly coined and
oomprehensive term of “ defeatists.” When the
supply of military spies ran out, these “defeatists™
were always ready at hand to be “discovered” and
placed” under '* preventive ™ arrest. Since the
nominal conelusion of peace, Sir Basil and his
slenth-hounds have -specialized in spying on, harass-
ing;. dveporting, interning,  &e¢., &o. “ bolsheviks ™
and “ communists.” Sir Basil in the anguish of
hissoul-gives vent to his despair in the paper of
his own heart and party, the Morning Post, which
of course takes up the wail on seding the work of
the last-seven yenrs awept.on to the: dust heap to
whioh it properly belongs. .Spying is not a profes-
sion which appeals to the average clean-minded
persan, nor does it coincide altogether with one’s
ideas of justice, to punish peopls, not for what they
do, but for whatthey think. Itisinteresting to see in-
the. Nation (of Nov.5th) that Oxford undergradaates
used to receive special attention from these “Intelli.
gence officars:” for young Oxford to-day thinks much
. on “Labouz” lines—to the grave concernof all the’
aufhoritios, whether anademis, political or parent-
al. i. It is indeed-a matier for congratuiation that
+ England should now have -decided { even. if only~®
y 8561 anti-waste maessure) Lo retum to its old ways-
, of;j individual and political hiberty: prinoiples,.
- whion, after all haxe made England what she - ises
or.uged to-ba. Kapionagn is essentially un-Englisk

The Basliisks’
Eaod.
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and all true Englishmen { not the new Anglo-
Prussians of post-bellum times!) must rejoice at
the removal of this blot from English public life.

L 4 % *
FORTIFIED by an inexhaustible faith
in the power of non-co-operators to
restore order in Malabar without the use of force,

Casulstry.

Mr. Gandhi thinks that the present hostilities—for

the continuance of which strangely enough he
holds Government solely responsible—mean a
wanton destruction of the Moplahs. 1t is unthinlg-
able that the hostilities will terminate only after
the whole Moplah race is exterminated, but to
those who have the misfortune not to share the

simple faith of Mr. Gandhi in the magiocal powers |

with which the pon-co-operators are gifted, the
problem presents complications to -which happily
Mr. Gandhi’s mind is a stranger. However the
casuistry of his appeal to the Liberals is hard to
beat. Ho is precluded by his ‘principle of non-co-
operation from directly, approaching Government in
regard to anything ; and therefere he wishes to ap-
proach them we Liberals in the matter of Malabar.
For his appeal to the Liberals is for the purpose
of getting Governmen: to agree, among other
things, to let non-co-operators go to the disturbed
area. Is this not co-operation, we ask. In the
second place, there is no general prohibition; the
non-co-operators as a body are at liberty to travel
about in Malabar just as well as anybody else, and
they have not yet brought peace to that harried
distriet. But if Mr. Gandhi alone isable to restore
order, we would humbly suggest that when the time
comaes for commeneoing civil disobedience, he had bet-
ter seleot this prohibition order for non-compliance.
In that case he would be able at once to break the
Government and to prevent the eruelties which are
now in progress. In the meantime, he might try
and convert at least the non-co-operators in Mala-
bar that the best way to stop the trouble is for Gov-
ernment to withdraw their troops. The complaint
that we have heard is that, instead of Government
employing exessive force, they are not employing
enough, and are thus deliberately protracting the

agony, just to teach non-co-operators a lesson.
L » *

IT would be meet to refrain from
commenting on the dreadful trage-
dy of 64 Moplah prisoners meeting

- Asphyxiation of
Mopiah Prisoners.

their death in a railway waggon, till we have had

the findings of the committee which has been ap-
pointed to investigate the matter. The presence of

Mr. Manjeri 8. Ramier onthe Committee—than’

whom there is not & more independent man in
Malabar—is a guarantes that the investigation
will be searching and that all the relevant facts
will be brought to light. For the moment-.we are
willing to leave it there, but the fact about terrible
overcrowding in a olosed van isundisputed and may
be commented upon. In a carriage of the capacity
of 26 x 8 or 208 sq. feet, 106 prisonera were huddled
together ; that is to say, each prisoner had not even

2 #q. Teet to himself. Now the least sitting accom- 1

modation required for a single person is 214 sq. ft.
Thus the martial law prisoners carried in this van
over the distance of nearly a hundred miles in a.
very leisurely fashion had not even the bare sitting
accommodation required for each individual. Add
to this the fact that the waggon was a closed one,
and the inhumanity of the proceeding will be appa-
rent. Now the question that ocours to one is: are
all prisoners treated in a similarly inhuman
manner, or is itthe fate particularly of the Moplah
prisoners 2 In the latter case the Government
would be guilty of a vindictiveness which we re-
fuse to believe until it has bsen proved; in the
former case the whole penal system needs drastio
amendment immediately. Onthis question the Gov-
ernment should be able forthwith to publish full
information.
® L 2 -
IN Bengal and the Unifed Provinces
Government has been driven to
take action under the “Samiti Aot”
and to proolaim ecertain bodies of non-co-operation
volunteers to be unlawful associations, Lord
Ronaldshay, in justifying the action taken by him
to the Legislative Council in his opening speech,,
remarked that during the past week or two whole-
sale intimidation and terrorism had been practised in
Caloutta and hinted that if this state of affairs con-
tinued, Government would be forced to impose res-
trictions upon the freedom of holding meetings and
processions, the freedom accorded till now having
been scandalously abused, Perbaps no part of India
is now completely free from coercion of one sort or
another, and in the Bombay Presidency especially we
have had a most deplorable exhibition of thespiritof
violence and intimidation. Andyet,onreading Lord
Ronaldshay’s speech which describes how grave is
the menace to the liberty of law-abiidng citizens in
Caloutta, one wondered if the situation was quite
ag bad as it was depioted, Any doubis one may
entertain in this connection will be dissolved, not
only by the unanimous approval which the speech
met with from all quarters in the Bengal Council,
but by the utterance of Sir Ashutosh Chaudhury, in
which he did not support the Government’s drastic
action so much as demanded it. The position
which Sir Ashutosh holds in Nationalist councils
forces on one the conclusion that Government is
not, for the moment, without justification in the
restrictive measures it has taken.
l'. * -
INDEED in the policy which the
Changed Policy of Bengal and the U. P. Governments
' have initiated, they_ have, as it now
appears from Lord Reading'’s reply to the deputa-
tion of the Punjab Chamber of Commerce, the un-
wavering support of the Government of India. The
Viceroy warned the country on this occasion that
“the full strength of the Government wonld if
neoessary be exerted for vindicating the law and
preserving order.”’ He olaimed that the Govern-
ment had till now sought to avoid action which
might either bs misconceived or misrepresented as

The Policy of
Intimidation,
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00 severe or as provocative and disclaimed the
intention ever mow to interfere with the lawful
activities of political parties, but he intimated that
Government would not hereafter hesitate to take
action that might be necessitated by the course of
events Itmust be admitted that no fair-minded
person can refuse his testimony fo the policy of
forbearance which Lord Chelmsford’s Government
insugurated in regard to the movement of non-co-
operation and to which, on the whole, Lord Reading’s
Government has loyally adhered till now. But
that.polioy is now to be changed for one of “ vindi-
cation of the law,” and if the present turn of events
justifies this - change, we hope that the Government
will speedily return to its old policy and will dis-
eard the one which it has been forced to adopt.
- % »
ON the other hand, we fear that Mr_
Ol Pelicy of  Gandhi is not going to desist for
long from the inauguration of civil
disobedience. The Working Committee’'sresclution
passed on the 24th instant, warning Provincial Con-
gress Committees against! embarking upon mass
ecivil disobedience without first making certain of
a peaceful atmosphere throughout the province, is
interpreted as foreshadowing abandonment of the
projected movement in Bardoli, but we must not
delude ourselves into thinking that the intervsl of
suspension will be long. The Working Committee’s
resolution itself should guard us against any such
illusion. It says that “the Committes notes in the
voluntary restoration of peace the great advance
the nation has made in the practice of non-vio-
lence.” One should not thus wonder if Mr. Gandhi
declared his conviction after a few days that the
nation had learnt the lesson of non-violence, if not
thoroughly, at least well enough to6 enable him to
commencs passive resistance without danger to the
preservation of peace, and started it. It therefore
becomes all the mora inoumbent upon us, in view of
the changed policy of Government, to prees the
view thich we advanced before—that the best
means of counteracting the new movement is to
leave it alone till thers is immediate danger of
order being overthrown. If non-co-operation is to
be killed, it should be killed not by the syperior
material force which Government canalways bring
into requisition, but by the will of the people them-
selves. 'We hope thereforsa non-eo-operstion will
yet be given free scope—so long as it is kept within
the limits mentioned abova,
* * |

AFTER establishing the need for
pushing forward the movement of
non-oo-operation ia an Intensified
form, Mr. Jayakar, in his speech at the Thana
Distriot Conference, proceeds to oriticise the
various items in the programme as probably few
* eo-oparaters " have done before, and conocludes
by meking suggestions for amending the scheme
which amount in effect not to its partial contrac-
tion, but total rejostion. - The oriticism- itself has
now become almost trite by repetition and aoquires

-

Absorption la
Qovernment #

significance only from the personality of the
speaker, inasmuch as it affords infallible proof
that by this time every other Nationalist has
become severely critical of the Congrees pro~
gramme. We need only refer hers to Mr. Jayakar’s
description of the Liberals as a party of politicians
bont on assimilation with the bureaucracy. This
is a perversion of facts, no doubt unintentional, bug
still entirely inexcusable in view of its repeated
contradiction. The Liberals consent to be merged
iunto the Government only in so far as the Govern-
ment changes its policy so as to accord with their
conviotions ; and self-government is nothing else
than an extension of this process of absorption so
that ultimately the aifairs of the country come to
be administered 1n entire eonsonance with ¢he coun-.
try's wishes. But the Liberals have not failed to
oppose Government wheneverits policy was eppos-
.ed to their views. And Mr Jayakar's speech itself
furnishes testimony to this fact. Take, for instance,
the plucky fight put up by the Liberals in the
United Provinces on- behalf of the fenants, to
which Mz, Jayakar refers. But the ill-success
which attended their efforts is adduced by him to
prove that the reforms are ilusory. If the reforms
have proved shadowy, then the expectations not
only of the Liberals, but of politioians like Messrs.
Jinnah and. Jayakar as well, have beon  falsifi-
ed. We will leave this peint om eme side for
the moment ;- but we.may ask Mn Jayakar,- what
else would.the Nationaliste have done if they
were in the couneila? Their view of any parti-
cular question might eonceivably have been
different, but surely Mr. Jayakar does not expeet’

‘the Liberals to adopt Nationalist opinions because

Nationalists have chosen, against their better
judgment, to boycoté the councils. All that we
desire to show is that the Liberals fight, and hava
fought, Government whenever necessary, though
of oourse they fight it with their- own eon¥ictions,
and not with the borrowed convictions of any other
party.

- » » e _ .
THIS charge has been laid at the
door of the Liberals in order to justi-
fy the giving up by the Nationalists
of constitutlonal agitation (of which they approve)

Whare Lies
Common Groand??

| in favour of non-oo-Opera.tion\‘( of which they dis-

approve)., * We have numerous differences with
Mr. Gandhi,’* says Mr. Jayakar, “but we have stil}
more with the Liberals, who have identified them-
selves with the bureaucracy.” If so, the Nationa-
lists could have carried on constitutional agitation
independently in their own way, without joining thae
Liberals and yet without taking up a programme
of which their conscience speaks in clear accents
of disapprobation. At any rate, as Mr Gandhi
himself says in the last number of Young Indig,
there can be no meeting ground between a non-0o= -
operator whose moral prinoiple strictly forbida him
to enter the council and a Nationalist who thinka
it both right and expedient to do so. On the ether .
{ Continued on page 5£3.) '
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MULSHI PETA.

THAT the present position at Mulshi Peta caunot
indefinitely be prolonged, is self-evident. The erisis
of the whole drama has been reached and it is only
a question now which of the two ways open will
be taken by the opposing forces which have been
gathering for so long : the way of defente or detona-
tion. At such a time all men of goodwill have a
very real duty to perform, and since we may fairly
claim to have taken all along a perfectly unbiassed
and impartial attitude, we venture to sum up the
present position, not for the purpose of generating
more heat, but for spreading more light, as it can-
not be denied that the real issues have been not a
little obscured of late,

There can be no question but that the husband-
ing of a country’s resources should be the first
duty of statesmanship; and of such resources that
which easily takes the first place is water, both for
irrigation and power purposes. More and more now-
adays is it being recognieed how stupendous-the re-
serve of power is, which hitherto has been allowed
to run to wasfe. All mountainous countries of the
world have an unfailing and cheap form of power
readily available in the torrents and streams which
rush downthe hillsides, tolose themselves eventaal-
1y in the broad rivers of the plains and in the ocean.
Norway and Sweden, where nowadays electricity
is laid on in practically every house as: water is
already in all civilised countries, are good instances
of the wonderful development that has taken pilace
;ip this Pespect in modern times. There is no
guestion but that the Western Ghauts of India pro-
vide an ideal opportunity for tapping similar
reservoirs of power. The more closelypeople live
packed together, the more urgent is it. to maka
power universally available—whether for lighting,
for transportation, for pumping, for heating, or for
more specifically industrial purposes. With a great
city like Bombay lying at the foot of the ghauts
it is almost a platitude to say that the whole of its
inhabitants should have electrical power made
readily available through the harnessing of the
water resources of the ghauts by a system of tiydro-
eleotriq power stations. Toemploy instead coal,
gotten from the other end of the continent,: from
Bjhar, Bengal or where not, is sheer - economio
madness, That this present-day msddness must

give way to a more sensible-system, is: therefore

not only devoutly to be desired by all well-wishers
of the country, but it is clearly a developmont
which is inevitable.

[t. may here be interposed, whathér it is right
to leave the supply of such & findamental
nqoessity as cheap power to private 'enter-
prise. It may well be argued that to make eleotri-
city readily available to every citizen is a publio
utility which should be the concern of Muniocipality
or State, but not of a dividend-seeking private com«
pany. Against this it is necessary to say that the
State has fully recognised this principle, by only

giving a “license” to.the private company and by |

resorving to itself the right of taking it over (after
fifty years ), in the same way as the State is about
to take over railway cempanies. One may deplore
that the State has not felt equal to start and ram
such an undortaking itself; one may feel that it is
shirking a responstbility ; one may think that im
any case fifty years is too long & period in which
to give a free run to a private company. DBut
granted all that—and what good erying over spilt
milk =it remains yet true that all this does not
affect the individual case of Mulshi Peta. For it is
the State that expropriates the Mavalas for a State
power scheme. Thatthe State happens to farm out
jts scheme may be bad policy, but it does not alter
the fact that the State feels obliged to move
gsome thousands of some people for the greater bene-
fit of some lakhs of other people; and that in doing
g0, the State is acting upon a perfectly legitimate
and sound principte. That this prineiple has been
obscured is primarily due to the fact that all along
the licensee has ia the eyes of the public been simply
a private owner, who owing to his influenoe is able
to enlist the powars of the State, the better to en-
compass his sole object, the amassing of still more
wealth. However, no one who is not altogether
blinded by prejudice can deny that with the private
owner in the prosent instance the industrial deve-
lopment of the country is at least as powerful a
motive as that of pecuniary gain All -the same it
seems to us & great tactical mistake that the Tata
Company has been brought in at all at this stage
ard-still more so, that it has been allowed to occupy
the whole stage. No doubt the reason was once
more roluctance’ on the part of Government to
shoulder tasks—but the result has been as natural
asit is deplorable. All the more reason that the
true-position should now be more openly vindic ated
and the Tata Company relegated to the only posi-
tion-it is entitled to-<that of & pis aller, and a tem-
porary one at that.

Having cleared the ground in a general way,
we now come to the partioular case of the Mulshi
Hydro-Eleotric Scheme. As is well known, the
water to ba-caught is to be stored in a tank which
will-submerge 3,500 acres of good agricultural land.
Now, Writh the great pressure of population on all
food resources, such as is the case im India, the
destroction of any area of good agricultural land
is & grave matter. We presume that engineering
gkill has exerted itwelf to find another way of tap-
ping these water résources, without having to sub-~
merge so much of good rice land, but has failed to
discover s practinable alternative. And when we
say “practioable,” we do not mean.a nomore expen-
givealternative, but.an alternative, which, although
more difficalt. and. therefore costly, yet will not
make the:ultimate cost per electric power unit pro-
duoed altogther unremunerative. ‘We say, we pre«
sume that this question of an engineering alterna-
tive has been carefully gone into and found want-
ing : if 80, we have never seen it stated, and, again,
we think it advisable that a.clear statement on this
point should be made. However, taking it that the.
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submersion of these fields is ¥nevitable, we then
have to take the relative value of the food poduc-
tion and power production available from the same
area, and we think it is obvious that the latter far
.outweighs the former in the economie life of the

_country. If, moreover, as we undersiand, the over-

flow on the Konkan side will be turned to irriga-
tion purposes there, the answer to perfeotly legiti-
mate misgivings as to a reduction of the eultivable
area would be complete. -

There remains the orux of the problem, the
personal question of the Mavalas who are to be
taken from their ancestral hearths and homes, for

“the benefit of the Commonwealth at large. About
9,000 people are concerned. Even

from an
sconomic point of view. it' is no light matter to

-risk the transformation of such highly skill-
‘ed labour, as all agricultural labour is, into that of
unskilled navvies.
‘alone, it is of the greatest importanoce to see to it,

Even from that point of view

that that agrioultural skill is not lost to the coun-
try:and it is therefore very satisfactory to hear
that the Government have land available on which
to settle the expropriated Mavalas and there to
give them the opportunity of turning their agrioul-
tural skill to the same good account as in their old

. home, -

= But the question iz more than an economical
one, for it is & human one, first and last. The idea

therefore that all that was needed, was to value the
land to be submerged and to pay down the market
price for I, is as mischievous, as it was generally
prevalent. Whatever may have been the outlook at
first, we have it on the best authority that at present
nothing like such an impersonal view is being
taken, whether by the Tatas or by the Government
The duty of the.expropriators is very properly re-
oognized to consist primarily in finding another
home for the expropriated. Hence Government is now
much more looking upon these people as it ought

.0 have done from  the start—i, e, as reopie who

vre suffering for the good of the Commonwealth and
who therefore ought to be treated, not as land specu-
lators, but as refugees. This is the proper pringipla,
the only possible principls, to adopt; and Govern-
nent have adopted it. But if that is only right
ind fair, it is equally right and fair that the Mava-
&8 also should accept this principle. Once this
wrinoiple is mutually agreed upon, the road is
Mlear to a settlement of details by arbitration.

We understand that the Government are not
mly willing, but anxious to go to arbitration on
he details; we have been assured that “the whole
f the Government machinery would be placed at
he disposal of the Mavalas,” to settle them: happi-
7 on suitable land. in the Nasik .District, or per-
aps if feasible on the Neera. The Government
rould have to be held responsible for giving each
umily the offer of land, not so much of equal area,
ut of equal produotivity ; and not only that, but a
beral money compensation as well for * disturb-
nee’. These details are necessarily open to fur~
1er discussion, but they represent to our mind the

right spirit in which compensation for the Mavalas
should be conceived. The one thing needed is
mutually to agree upon such principle, and, based
on it, to prooeed to arbitzation. :

" The alternative to that is for the Mavalas to
persist in what could only be the utterly selfish or
ignorant attitude of refusing to listen to reason
and to the larger intorests involved. It is empha-
tically not patriotism on their part to eling to the
land, but to surrender it; in fact, in the one case
they would behave as ememies, in the latter as
benefactors of the country atlarge. What ocourse
is ultimately adopted is the tremendous respon-
sibility, not of the Government now, but of the
Mavalas themselves and of those who advise
them.

CALCUTTA MUNICIPAL BILL.

SIR° SURENDRANATH BANARJEE introduced the
Calcutta Municipal Bill in the Bengal Legislative
Council on November 21, A bill revising the pre-
sent Act of 1899 was prepared and introduced in
the Council in 1917, but was withdrawn in 1919 at
the instance of several public bodies on the ground
that a' question of such tremendous importance
ought'to be left over to the Reformed Council. An
informal conference of all representative men—offi~
oials and non-officials—was called by him in March
Iaat to discuss the necessary amendments in the
present Act before the bill now infroduced was
even drafted. This was & very desirable departure -
and the present Bill embodies the recommendations
of that conference in the main. ‘

The constitution of the Municipality has been
sought to be liberalised by this Bill. It now con-
sists of a paid chairman, nominated by Govern-
ment, and fifty members, called commissioners, 25
of whom are elected by the citizen-voters, one from
each of the 25 wards, 10 by the Chamber of Com~
merce, the Trades Association and the Port Trust,
and 15 nominated by the Government. The three
bodies named above are almost wholly European
elaotorates, so the representation of Indians is just
less than one-half, a result of {he Aot of 1839 which
created at the time a great stir in the then capital
of India, and which reduced the popular represen-.
tation given by the Aot of 1888 from two-thirds to
one-half. The new Bill provides that the total num-
ber of commissioners should be 80, of whom 55 shall
be elected by voters,'12 by the three bodies men-.
tioned above, 5 aldermen co-opted by the Corpora-
tion and 8 nominated by the Government. Thus
the nominees of Government will form only one-
tenth of the total number. To the Mahomedan
community 13 seats are reserved out of the 55, thus
dispensing with the pernicious practice of separate
communal electorates, Botk Mahomedans and
Europeans may got themselves elected by the gene-
ral eleotorate, thus winning seats in addition to-
those reserved for them. It istobe deeply regret-
ted that 21 out of the 29 Mahomedan members of
the Council opposed -the introduction of the Bill

*
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merely on the ground of the omission of provision
for separate electorates, regardless of the great
benefits that are expected to accrue from the Bill.
The institution of aldermen will be introduced for
the first time in this counfry and will supply the
wmeans of utilizing the services of such experienced
and eminent citizens as may be unwilling to face
the trouble and risk of a popular election.

The Bill proposes an advanoce in the matter-of
franchise also. Under the existing law (1) those
who pay municipal taxes not less than Rs. 24 per
anpum or (2) license fee on profession or trade not
jess than Rs. 25; or (3) those who own and ccoupy
1and or building assessed at not less than Rs. 150
per annum ; or (4) those who either own or acoupy
1and or building assessed at not less than Rs. 300,
are entitled to vote. The Bill lowers the first limit
from Rs. 24 to 12 but fails to make any change in
" any other limits. We very much wish that those
tooc had been lowered to one-half. 1t is cal-
culated that the proposed lowering will bring a
larger number of Mahomedans than Hindus on the
electoral rol]l, and thus reduce the disproportion
that exists at present between the voters of the two
communities and their total population. It would
be interesting to know what will hereafter be the
total strength of the voters and what proportion it
will bear to the whole population. At present the
franchise for municipal election is the same as for
the election of members from Caleutta for the Bengal
Legislative Council. The Bill proposes to lower
the former which is a satisfactory advance,, espe-
<ially in view of the fact that the Bombay Corpo-
ration has recently recommended to keep the mu-
nicipal franchise in Bombay higher than the legis-
lative. Plural voting has been considerably reduced.

The present Act of 1899 limited the powers and
functions of the Corporation by oreating co-ordi-
nate bodies—the (teneral Committee (correspond-
ing to the Standing Committee in Bombay) and the

Chairman, who holds the dual position of the Pre--

sident of the Corporation as well as the Committea
and of the chief executive officer. This arrangement
is said to have been based on the Bombay model,
though the popular element in the General Commit-
tee is much smaller than in the Standing Committes
and the Calcutta “Chairman’ has more independent
power and authority than the Bombay “Commis-
sioner.” With the passing of the Bill supreme au-
thority will be restored to the Corporation in Mu-
nicipal matters, the General Committee and the
Chairman, to be now styled the Chief Executive
{Officer, being authorised to wield only such powers
88 may be delegated to them, as is the case at pre-
sent in mofussil municipalities. The Chairman
is now appointed by the Government, but under
the changed circumstances will be appointed by
the Corporation, subject to confirmation by Gov-
ernment. The Corporation will elect their own

president, who will be oalled the Mayor, perhaps

the Lord Mayor, at some future date.
The Bill has no doubt givengreat personal gra-
tiﬁoatlon to th ' Minister who has introduced it,

——

and will give general satisfaction in the oountry,
The serious mistake which the Bengal Government
and Lord Curzor’s autooratic Government commit-
ed in the testh of severe public opposition by paa-
sing the retrograde Act of 1899 will be rectified in
1922, about a quarter of a century after, by a par-
tially responsible Government. During its passage.
through the Committes stage, we hope, the Bill
will be improved in several directions. We would
emphasize one, i. e, the disqualification of the fo
male gex, both from voting and election. The
Legislative Councils of both Bengal and Behar and
Orissa, have, by theirrejection of “vote for women'
resolutions, proved themselves backward, but we
hope that our Bengali brethren will not let this:
opportunity, of righting the wrong they have doner
to the weaker sex, pass, Women in Bombay city:
have exercised the right of voting for a long tima:
past and no evil has happened to them nor to the
men of Bombay. We wish better luck this time to.
our sisters in Calcutta. We also hope that our-
Mahomedan friends will hereafter adopt a saned
attitude than they did when the Bill was intro
duced. How long do they wish to cling to thaxrﬂ
separatist tandencies ? oh

GOD OR CAESAR ? y

{ Concluded from last issue.) iy |

SINCE, then, there is more than one Supernaturali
Religion acoepted by different men and singe;
modern States are composed of individuals differ-i
ing in their Supernatural Religion, it is common-‘r:
sense that a State should only concern itself abouf.f{
the natural law of Natural Religion, which is com-|
mon and fundamental to all mankind qua rationa!
beings. It is even more than commonsense: for
the State is itself subject to the authority of!
Natural Religion only and therefore by its ver
constitution incapable of dealing with Supernatural
Religion—just as foundations cannot determine the
architectural style of the building. The State
lacks competency to adjudicate in supernatural
mafters, and History bears eloguent testimony
to the hopeless disorder into which human affairs
have inevitably been thrown whenever that plain
lesson has bedn :neglected and theocracies been
attempted.

From all that hasbeen said it is therefore olear,
that the State can only admit a plea that such and
such a statutd of his is in confliet with Natural
Religion, but never, with Supernatural Religion.
It furthermore admits the existence, the reason-
ableness, the legitimacy of the existence and prao-
tice of supernatural religions. But the c¢laims of
these latter are conflicting, since every supernatus
al religion demands a unique relationship—as for
instance Hinduism that of the Vedas to the rest of
beings; Islam that of Mahomed to other men
Christianity that of Jesus to God: therefore the
State, recognizing the limits of unaided reason'.!
must necessarily make the selection of a particular|
supernatural religion the prerogative. of the indi-
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swidual and it is thus that we demand from the
t State “ Liberty of Conscience, " i. e. of Religion.
.One thing only the State can except and must
Lexcepb—-viz. that the' unimpeded exercise of indi-
f{vidual religion must not olash with Natural
1 Religion, The latter comes first : and if there is s
tolear, logioally irreconcilable oconflict between
Natural and Supernatural. Religion, the second
must, in the very nature of the case, give way to
i the first, If, therefore, to take an illustration, can-
+ nibalism or human sacrifices was the injunction of
t some religion, the State would rightly have to pre-
' vent the exercise of that religion in that rospsct
-=—not because it is competent to interfere in super-
'patural matters, but because supsrnatural religion‘
cannot contradiot natural religion.

If therefore a ocitizen is impeded in the exer-
-cise of what he holds hia religion to be, the ques-
tion is not merely whether his religion really does
bind him to some such conduot : but whether such
conduct is against reason and moral order, i e.
Natural Religion. In the case of the Karachi trials
therefore it follows, that the acoused ought not to
have meroly pleaded before a'secular tribunal that
Islam obliges them as Moslems to disregard certain
Stiate.laws : they ought also to have proved that
the Islamioc law in question in no way interfores
with or contradicts the natural law of Natural
Religion whioh is binding on all men gua rational
beings. In other words, it was only competent for
them to prove that the contract entered into bet-
woen the * seduced " soldiers and the War Office
was against natural law, against public polioy, im-
moral. Being that—and if Islam is a true super-
natural religion—it would naturally follow that
suoch contraot was against Islamic law too; but in
itself, it being a Moslem precept is no argument
whatever before a State Tribunal.

The learned Maulana is satisfied that the con-
traot, to which the Indian Government would hold
its Moslem soldiers, is contrary to Islamioc law;
other Moslem doetors hold that it is not. This is
a matter for them to decide ; but what Moslem and
Non-Moslem alike is interested in, what is of rele-
vance and even of great importance to all Indians
qua oitizens, is whether

(1) killing in itself is wrong ;

(2) if not, whether killing in war is wrong;

(3) if not, whether this contract to kill in

~ war, is wrong.
TIh the latter case, it could have been® pleaded, for
instance, that the contract was invalidated through
ignorance on the part of those enlisting, as to the
full extent of what they were committing them-
selves to. But if it is lawful to kill in war and if
the would-be recruits knew that they contracted to
kill, at the ward of their superiors, Afghans, Turks,
Persians, Arabs, no less than Germans, Armenians,
Bulgars, Russians—yes, aud fallow-Indians too: not
because of their nationality or because of their
faith, but because opposed to the Government re-
presented by their own superiors : then it is im-
possible to see, how it can be pleaded to be against

* the law of God™ to earry out the contract. If the
nature of the contract itself is lawful, the contra=
hents on the one part (the soldiers) contracted a la.w- :
ful debt towards the contrahent on the other part
(the State), and they are in justice bound to carry
out their part of the convenant. The communit¥ is
entitled to proteot itself and if such protection im-
plies the maintenande of police and military, then
individusl police and military by the law of God
are bound to the terms of & dovenant, which, ex
hypothesi, is lawfui and has been freely entered
into. . | o
There remains one more point—and that is
whether the Government, which at the time of
the contract may have been the legltlmata govern-
ment of the country, has not in the meantime so

- soted as to have become in itself contrary to
. Natural Religion.

A govercment must be carried
on with at least the tacit consent of the majority
of the governed and must in any oase intend the
welfare of the whole community. But if the Gov-
ernment of India fails on either count and has
become ** tyrannous™ in the technical sense of the.
torm : then * the law of God,” i, e. of Natural Reli-
gion, releases from the covenant, not only Moslem

-soldiers, but all soldiers, and from any sort of

allegiance to such Governmen$ not onIy all sold-
fers, but all other oitizens as well.

I may perhaps be permitted to add, parentheti-
cally, that if the Indian Government can be called
tyrannous at all, it ocan only be so called in a
Ioose, . e. a rhetorical, sense, baaause even if this
or that concrete aot of a partlcula.r official was
technically “tyrannous,” nothing has happened to
vitiate, strictly speaking, the whole basis of gov-
ernment and to make it immoral for any citizen to
obey it. Yet only in such a ocase could in stnct
parlance of the smanoe of Ethios any government
become a * tyranny. '’ This is not the place to
develop this further: it has only been adduced to

'show a lastaeventuality in which the “Law of God"”

supersedes the " law of man.” |

The purpose of this study has not besn to eluci-
date the ethios of “Civil Disobedience,” but to make
olear the principle on which a conflict between
State and Religion must be judged. Supernatural
Religion, we have seen, musf, if true, reinforce,
or at least not contradioct, the diotates of Natural
Religion; for if there was a real incompatibility
between a point in Natural and one in Supernatu-
ral Religion, that would ba prima facie evidence
tbat the latter religion in that respect was falsa,
Again, if there ie any true conflict at any time
between State and Raligion, that confliot affects
every single citizen qua citizen, qua rational
human being, immediately and individually; and
if, on the other hand, oitizens as a whole are not
involved, it proves again that there can be nosush
coniliot, -

If the law of British India was contrary to
the law of . God, it could not be a Moslem, but’
would be an Indian conocern. And if it is not an
Indian conoern, then Indians wl_m happer} f«o bs -
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Moslems have no rational alternative but to obey
the law of their country and to revise, if necessary,
their own interpretation of this or that “ Islamio
law *’ in the light of Natural Religion, * even
of that light which lighteth every man coming into
the world.”

' H. C. E, ZACHARIAS,

LAND IMPROVEMENT IN THE DECCAN.

AT a meeting of the Bombay - Provincial Board of
Agriculture recently held in Poona, under the
chairmanship of the Hon. Mr. C. V. Mehta, Dr. H.
H. Mann read an interesting note on the “Prepara-
tions for Famine Conditions” so far as the Agricul-
tural Department is concerned. In this paper Dr.
Mann discussed the problem of the wutiliz ation of
insufficient and badly distributed rainfall for
the purpose of preventing famine especially in the
typical area of the eastern part of the Bombay
Deccan. In 1919, the attention of the Government
was called by a resolution passed by the Indian
Board of Agriculture to the question of regulating
the run-off of water on the soil and the nesd of ex-
tensive development of embankments and other
village works was definitely suggested as a measure
for the prevention of famine. Ths remedies adopted
in the past consisted of the development of large
schemes of irrigation and construction of wolls,
financed out of tagavi loans. Dr. Mann has at-
tempted to prove in his note by means of facts and
figures that the- possibilities for the development
of irrigation in the famine tracts of the Bombay
presidency are extraordinarily poor and hence
they must either depend on the rainfall or adopt
some other methods for improving irrigation. Even
-supposing that all the recommendations made by
the Irrigation Commission of 1901 be carried into
effect, the relief that would be granfed would not
reach more than 8 p. ¢. of the land in these tracts.
They will have to depend more or less on the
annual rainfall. There are about 206 lakhs of acres
of land under crop in the Bombay Deccan and the
Karnatak. Of these, according to the estimate made
by Dr. Mann, not more than 15 lakhs of acres can
be irrigated by canals and wells.: Therefore, the
problem is mainly that of preventing the run-off and
utilising the rainfall to the utmost. ' In considering
this question, the case of altogether dry years must
be left out of account and attention confined to
those years in which there is & rainfall, but it is
either badly distributed or is somewhat insufficient.

From the history of famines in these tracts
during the last fifty years it is found that the
majority of the famines ‘are eaused by unevenly
distributed raififall, and henoe, if this ean be uti-
lized, the problem is brought within the reach of
solution. The average annual rainfall in these
traots is about 18 inches, but for the jowar crop
which is usually oultivated in these distriots, the
amount of rain that is required is about 614 inches
only. The wastage of the rainfall is due to (1) run-

off on the surface, (2) but of season rains, {3)loss.

by evaporation from monsoon rains, and (4) loss by
drainage. Supposing that the average total rain.
fall is 18 inches, according to Dr. Mann's calouls-
tion, the average run-off carries away 2'2 inches,
the out of season rains are responsible for a wast-
age of 1'8 inches, and the loss by evaporation
amounts $o 57 inches; but the loas due to drainage
is variable. Thus, though out of an average rain<
fall of 18 inches only 614 inches is required for the}
crop, it is not available owing to a loss of 9°7 inches
due to the above-mentioned three causes, and
variable amount due to the last one, viz. drainage.
Dr. Mann suggests that if ran-off and eveporation,,
which consume about 7°7 inches, be kept down tof:
the above proportions, the occurrence of faminesy.
may be rare and less severe. The method Bug=
gested to bring it about is to develop the construo«
tion of embankments and fals' in these tracts. ]
According to him two things seem to be wanted fag:
this connection:— (1) An exper$ officer who will be
charged with the work of preparing schemes for em-
bankments or other means of preventing “run-cfl™’
for individual cultivators or for groups of cultivators:
working in co-operation; and (2) co-operative’
bodsie of cultivators who will be ready to risk'
money in carrying such schemes into effect. ' ‘
The suggestion for the appointment of an ex-
pert land development officer is not likely to meelrl'
with -the approval of the public in general. The
higher posts in the Agricultural Department have:
recently been increased enormously, but the utility;:
of the Department has not been enhanced to the.
sameextent. The postsof Deputy Directors of Agl'i-*i
culture and Divisional Superintendents have been
multiplied beyond expectation and the officers .
who were originally intended for research work’
have been engrossed in mere clerical and adminis-|
trative duties. The appointment of a land deve-
lopment officer will therefore be an additional
burden on the public treasury. This work can be
entrusted to one of the Deputy Directors of Agri-
culture, who, if mecessary, should be assisted by a
staff of agriculturalgraduates who had studied land
development as a special subject for their B. Ag.
examination. The object of the new proposal. viz.
the development of embankments by preparing
schemes for ° individual oultivators, can be
carried out by the help of the subordinate staff.
The idea of employing a land .development expert
from a foreiga country will not be profitable in th.a
long run. He will have to be paid & comparative-
1y large salary and will in all probability be quite
ignorant of the real conditions in this presid-
ency. He will waste a couple of years in study-
ing the conditions here and even then may not b
successful. Again, if the contemplated land deve-
lopment officer is to be appointed for the whole of
the presidency, he will not be able to do much good
to the public. He will spend the greater portion of
his time in touring over the whole of the presidency
and yet may not find sufficien ttime to study the .
conditions in any part thoroughly. We would there-
fore suggest that the work of land development be

*




[ 4
DECEMBER 1, 1921. ]

THE SERVANT OF INDIA,

525

‘made a necossary part of the duties of the Deputy
Directors of Agriculture with'the assistance of a
special staff if necessary. The croation of a new
office is not expected to do muoch good to the
peodple.

As regards the financing of these schemes,
none can deny that much can be done by co.opera-

tive sssociations of the' oultivaturs; but the Gov-

ernment musf take the Initiative in this mntter.
Every year the Government 6f Bombay is required
to set aside a sum of Rs, 63 lakhs for the purpose
of famine insurance. A part of the money is spent
on protective irrigation. It is perfectly reason-
able to expect the Government to spend a part of it
on land development which so far as the 90 p. ¢. of
the land in these tracts is concerned is the only
éffective method of protection from famines. The
Government should not therefors wait for the pro-
motion of co-operative ‘societies for the embank-
ment schemes, but should launch the project on its
owh initiative. ‘Loans s¢hould be advanced to in-
-dividual oultivators for the special purpose of
construotion of embankments and fals, if the
‘sohemes are apptoved by the Agricultural Depart-
ment. . It may not be out'of place hére to suggest'
that these loans may be gthnted through the agenoy'
of the Agricultural rather than the Revenue Depart-
mént. The experience of tagavi loansin the past,
which are obviously granted for effecting im-
provements on lands, shows that they are not uti-
lized for their original objeot on account of bad:
supervision and lack of interest on fhe part of the
‘revenue officars, who, being gbnérally overworked,
do not find sufficient time to inspect ' iwhether the
loan has bgen properly utilized. Again, the revenue
-officers cannot be expected t6 see' whether the loan
has been used economically, The' Agricultural
Department cam do both these things effioiently and
will be able to bring home tb the oultivatorsthe uti.
-!ﬁty of such operations. ' This problém is of imrizensé
importance and it behoves the ' Minister for Agri-
-Gulture to take it up it right earnest withdut muoh
Joss of time. : SR

AN AGRICULTURIST.

A LETTER FROM LONDON.
(Faox OUR OWir OOARESPONDENT. )
Lowpo¥, NOvEMBER 10,
IRISH NEGOTIATIONS.
“THE political situation is inchosYe, Parliament is
*to be prorogued this evening, but no-one seems to
know whether, after all, there will be a new Session
ora new Parliament. Everythiag will tum upon
thd sucoess'or faflure of the present mnegotiations
on the Irish question. These have gone beyond the
-stagd pf discussion betweéen the Government re;ire-
sentatives and those of Sind Feiu. Apparently,
these have come to an agreement—a contingent
one on the questions of allégianoe, non-coercion of

Ulster, and Imiperial'seourity guarantees, and the

-agresment that has beer reached, for the moment,
has been‘'apparently raduced to a series of proposals

which have secured the unanimous support of the
Cabinet. It is at fhis stage that Ulster has been
called into council, for Sinn Foin insists that Ire-
land shall be treated as a self-governing unit, and
not a partitioned territory, expressing at the samae
time the utmost willingness to give to Ulster every
guarantee as regards autonomy in her interna
affairs. Whether Ulster, whose Ministers are now
in London, will agree is a very moot point. Last
night, speaking at the Lord Mayor's Banquet
—what they wanted a Banquet for, after a day
of pea-soup fog, no-one quite seems to be able
to explain—the Prime Minister made tht im-
portant remark that at no time had the settle-
ment of the age-long Anglo-Irish quarrel seemed
30 near as at presont, and 6ne draws som: com-
fort from a declaration of this kind coming at *hig
moment. Neverthaless, there are few public signs
that Ulstet is willing tb make the step in advance'
that is roquired of her, and thus make her contri-
bution to Irish peace and the stabilisation of thd
Einpire. It is, of course, asking & great dedl of
Ulster to surrander some of the . powers that weré
oonferred upon her s6 recently under the new Act,
but things have changed with an astonishing rapi-
dity, and thése who rely upon Mr. Bonar Law to
lead ar anti-Government eave of Unionists on the’
strength of his known commitments on the Ulster’
guestion some time ago are rckoning without this
change in the time spirit. The fact is, éven among
Unionists; s was shown in last week’s debats,
when the Government achieved an overwhelhing’
victory over the Unionist-* Die-Hards,” tﬁei‘ﬁ is a
strong desire that at last the Ifish problem should
be got out of the way. But if it is not, on' account
of Uliter obstinacy, thet it is olear, after what thé
Prime Minister said last week, in thé debate, he
will nd'longer be'd party to the' coercion qf the
South of Ireland, any more than under his pledges,
hé will be in’ the case of Ulstér. So we may, after
all, have a General Election, and there may be a
great change in the political situation as 8 _resul€
of the forces set in motion and the others that will
bé released by the resulting split among the Uni.
onists on the Irish question.
A STRAIGHT TALK,

The Rev. H. T. Vodden, 4 missionary of Au-
rangabad, had some unpleasant things fo tell the
Northern Congress of the Church Missionary

| Society, at its sittings last week end. He desoribed

the impressions of the Christian Church and Chriss
tianity ourrent in India. To the non-Christian
Indian, he said, all Western oivilisation wasg
supposed to be the, religian of Jesus Christ put into
practice. These last few years had brought &
terrible disillusionment, for the non-Christians had
seen all-the leading Christian nations of the world
at war. This fact alone, ie remarked, possessed  ters
rible significance. Theti again Christian ind’us’tti_dl’-‘
fsm in India had led tothe building up of drowded
pities where hundreds of thousands of .tho"Irid‘}q.n‘s'
fellaw-countrymen weré herded togathe¥ to minister
to the greed of Christian men. The Indian saw
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that men in Christian lands were bound by vite as
foul as any in his own. It had led one Indian to
say, “Your Christianity is nothing but dancing
and drink.” They had got the impression that the
British had relied more on the power of the gun
than on the strength of spiritual forces. Could it
be wondered at, that Christianity as seen in our
Christian civilisation was not wanted ? That is
the kind of straight talk that does much more good
than harm and is badly needed.
“THROWN TO THE WOLVES."

Among the extreme reactionaries in Anglo-
Indiag circles, undoubtedly 8ir Michael O'Dwyer
stands pre-eminent. He has written a long screed
to his favourite orgap, the Morning Post-—I suppose
that he could not write a short letter if his life
dopended upon it—in which he holds the Govern-
ment of India.and Mr. Montagu, of course, up to
ridicule and shame for the manner, in which, he
declares, they have offered up the Indian civil
servants, who are unwilling to accept the detested
reforms, as a sacrifice. The paper, under the head-
ing, “ Thrown to the Wolves, ”* naturally points the
the moral, and declares that because they saved a
desperate sifuation in India, and because some of
them in difficult ciroumstances gave orders which
are not strictly covered by the letter of the regula-
tions, they have been officially rebuked, and are
treated as marked ‘men, who must be shelved or
shunted, so as not togive offence to the seditious,
“To such depths has British policy fallen in India,”
laments this impartial critic. And then to show
how clearly things appeal to it, it aseribes to the
cowardly policy of throwing over the gallant
General Dyer the present Moplah outbreak and the
heavy loss of life fhat has ocourred in overcoming
it “Such evil consequences have flowed from the
policy of sacrificing friends to please enemies.”
Another reactionary, of a somewhat minor charac-
ter, but who has done a great deal of mischief
here, is the Rev. C. Poyntz Sanderson, who spoke a
few days ago on the position of India in the Empire
at the Newcastle Rotary Club. He took up the
bold, bluff British attitude, and strongly supported
the position taken up on Indian questions by no les
an authority than the Duke of Northumberland,
who sees Bolsheviks everywhere, and is just now
providing much amusement for the Labour Party.
Mr. Sanderson, too, sees the hand of Bolshevism
in Mr. Gandhi’s movement, He expressed great
sympathy with the educated Indian, and went on
to say that India could never hold the same posi-
tion as Australia or Canada. What the status of
India should be he would not venture to prophesy,
which is a pity, but he still hoped that it would be
found possible to rule out impracticable ideals,
and find a status which would gratify India's
legitimate desires without entailing misery wupon
multitudes. That, he thought, would be a danger
to the Empire. In these expressions of opinion, he
seemed to have the support of Sir Theodore Morison,
Principal of the Armstrong College, who moved the
votg of thanks, From these experts it is pleasant to

turn to such a convert as Sir Valentine Chirol, who-
has just published'a new book entitlcd “ India Old
and New,” in which he reproduces the bulk of his.-
recent articles to the T¥mes, with a good deal of
original matter. His main thesis is very different
from that of the others whom I have quoted, for he
is firmly of opinion that the solution for Britain's
Eastern problems is to be found in **a frank recog-
nition of racial equality in the sense of equality of
rightful opportunity for both races, Asiatic and.
European.” Partnership in the Imperial Common-
wealth—partnership in rights and duties—is the
one means, Sir Valentine Chirol insits, whereby
throughout India and all over Asia a reinvigorated:
faith in the British Empire’s mission may be
restored. Fortunately, Sir Valentine better re~
presents average British opinion than Sir Michael
O'Dwyer or Mr. Sanderson. '
THE CHAGRINE OF THE DIE-HARDS.
That this is so is clear from the non-success of

the Unionist “ Die-Hards” in obtaining a day

specially set aside to debate the wickedness of
present British poliey in India, which is apparent-
ly causing them much alarm. Undeterred by their
defeat the other day over the Irish question, they
evidently thought they might obtain a better success
here of showing the Government what they thought
of them and their laches, But Mr. Chamberlain,
simple man that he is, was not to be eaught in
their trap. He suggested that they should see him:
privately, and then, after explaining the difficulty
of setting aside a day for such a discussion just as:
Parliament was to be prorogued, he suggested their
sending a deputation to Mr. Montagu. But this
was being thrown out of the frying pan into thefire,
and with some precipitancy, they declined this
suggestion without even thanking its proposer.
Then yesterday they brought the matter up again,
but once more Mr. Chamberlain was adamant.
Even were there time, he thought, and so did the
Government, that the present time was inopportune
for such a discussion as that proposed, and he could
hold out no hopbs. Nevertheless, it having been
pointed out to him that since the Secretary of State
for India’s salary had been placed upen the British
Budget, there had been no debate on Indian affairs,
ho took pity upon the unfortunates whom he had
50 sadly disappointed and promised them an early
day next session — if there is a next session and
not a new Parliament, with an entirely new ad-

ministration. .
THE FRANCO-TURKISH TREATY.

The independent Turkish Treaty with Angora,.
on the part of France, has given rise to much
controversy, and is now the subject of diplomatie
exchanges between the two countries. The French
cannot understand the British objection at #his.
stage to some of the proposals, which, they allege,.
are exactly the same as those previously submitted
to the Foreign Office, without any objection at the
time. This is denied entirely, and there is a pretty
mess to be 6leared up. But the most startling faocg.
arising out of the controversy lies in France's



DECEMBER 1. 1921. ]

THE SERVANT OF INDIA.

527

“having agreed to the transfer to the Nationalist
Government of Angora a part of Syria which she
held, not as a Colony of her own, but as a manda-

" tory under the League of Nations. This is an in-
tolerable breach of the very spirit of the Covenant
of the League, revealed at the very moment that
the Washington Conference on the limitation of
armaments is about to open. It is to be hoped that
Franoce will hasten to repair her error in this matter,
and make it clear that she does not interpret a
mandate as conferring upon the mandatory the

- yight to dispose of the mandated territory as she
plasses, and without reference to the "League from
which she draws her powers and rights, and to

-whom she is in the last resort responsible. .

SELECTIONS.

THE FAILURE OF NON-CO-OPERATION .
‘ MR. JAYAKAR'S TESTIMONY.

MR, M. R. JAYAEAR, in his Presidential Address at the third

" Thana Distriet Conference, thus testified to the feilure of flon-
o0-operation i~

I¢ will not be difficult to find out in what directions the

programme (of non-go-operation) has not achieved the sxpected

suooess and the reasons for the same. For instance, the boy-

oott of sohools and colleges has not suocceeded and even:

persout of known and undoubted loyalty to the cause, complain
that the action of Congress workers has caused more ‘harm
than good. They concentrated too much on the disruption of
. existing institutions and less bn the oreation and maintenance
.of new ones on “nationsal’ lines. They forgot that a student
. eannot be left idle in the street and that, if the Congreans must
oall him ous, it can only be after it has provided for him a
good substitute. In Bombay, we let pawss the psychologioal
moment when we could have founded and reared up an ex-
. oellent oollege with various branches. Publioc enthusiasm was
glpe for it in the early part of the year, but we let it evaporate

in deolamation and emotional exaltation. Some went so far {

an to suggest that it was no part of the Congress programme
to gtart national oolleges, though the terms of the Congress
resolution specially provided for it. 50,000 boys are out in
idleness, says Sir Ashutosh Mukerji. Some may glorify in
' this gatastrophe, but there are many who regard this disrnp-
: tive event with sad dismay. We have exporimented too much
in youthful ssorifice. Our youth have reciprocated with more
Iove and tenderneas than we have shown for their welfare
“Tha few good institutions, whioh ‘Congress workers have
- oreated, are suffering from our neglect and apathy and drag-
ging & weary existeuce. The shadow of a name has very often
been puraued to the abandonment of the substance, and we
now find a large number of boys in the country, who are
practioally loafing in the streets, with a vague ambition “to do
something patriotie.”
Our ban on lawyers has, likewise, not attained much suo-
. cess. Few lawyers, whose aacrifice of* their practice has
added strength to the Congress oause, have responded to the
oall, Litigation has not gone down ; in Bombay, on the Ori-
ginal Side, it haa very much inoreased. The preatige of British
- Coursa, in oivil suits between an Indian and Indlan has unot
been destroyed and cannot be 50 ensily destroyed; for, ordi-
narily, this variety of legal aontests iz not much coloured with
injustioe, aa politioal trials are. If lawyers had baen eoulled
-out, bacause, being a trained olasa of workers, the aocuntry
wanted their undivided time and attention at this oritioal
hour, it would have been a different matter, and, perhaps, If
the call had besn 50 made, many more wonld have responded
%0 is. But it was pus the wrong way, and the Jawyer was
mads te appear as If, in pursuing his profssgion, he was acting
-giafully and muxt atons for it by a complets withdrawal from

practice. The result was that, out of sheer solf-respeot, many
really good lawyers have declined- to respond to the oall
Many ooculd not give up their practice for pecuniary reasons
and were too honest to adopt subterfuges caloulated to oreate.
a semblance of sacrifice. Lawyers have become “pariahs” of
our present political life. Bome of them had borne the brunt
of public agitation for more than two decades: their place is

.vacant and no class of workers of egnal intelligence and keen-
1 ness has come forward to take it.

Thig part of the Congress programme has created a foul
atmosphere of hypoorisy, intoleranos, imposture and donceis.
in the Congress camp, in which modessy, self-respact, and
honesty oftentimes find it hard to hold their place. In onr
enthusiasm, we forget that many lawyers value their profes-
gion for the training it affords in courage, trazhfulness, honour
and tolerasion. No other profession trains a young man Eo
well to withatand and expose injustice and. to uphold the
sraditions of truth and honour. Qur past political history of
thirty-three years is a brilliant record of the services l_'endered
by lawyers to the Congress cause. If a greater sacrifice shan
before was needed now on their part, a direct ocall oo their
self-respect and patriotism on this footing gshould have been’
made, but no good has arisen from puttiog the lawyer
ander the ban. of ridioule and infamy. The call  made.:
upon them was singularly harsh. No other olass of public
workers was required 40 give up his means of livelinood. The |
importing merchant supporta British prestige as much a3, if .
not more thanp, the lawyer and yet he atalks unabashed iz the
Congress camp without olosing his shop. No ban was pus on
litigants,® without whom the lawyer cannot thrive. I am, .
therefore, surprised that nofwithstanding so much hardship,
86 many lawyers have come out and are to be found in the
vanguard of the movement, The few courts of justice, we
called into existencs, have not had enough gupport and are &
mockery. :

The .failare of these parte of the programme is now
praotically admitted and they are now pushed into the baol=.
ground. It would be bettar if, in revising the programme in
the next session of the Congress, these limbs, which have
osased to funotion or respond to the laws of our growth, are
boldly amputated. In any event, they make clear the necessity
of & revision, 3o as to render the programme more effective
elastic and praotical. Let us keep in view the main alm of the
movement, vis. to develop the strength of the people, thelr
confidonce in themselves, their self-respect as Indians and
their power and capaocity to Fesent national wrongs. Let ua
also keep in view the other object of the movement, vis. to’
weaken the irresponsible power of the bureaucracy and %o
make Goverment by fright impossible,and let us, for this pur-
pose, take advantage of every clean weapon, even if it is not
of the true N.-0.-0. brand, provided it is effective for our pur-
pose. Let us not negleot or despise any legitimate avenne of
fighting against the administration. The fight requires to be
oarried on in manifold ways. Some may carry it in the
connoils, face to face with the officials,” Why cannot *‘mou-
ao-operation ™ in its proper sense, be practised in the Councils?
Sir P, M. Mehta when he left the Council Hall with his
colleagues on a memorable ocoasion or when he, face to face
with the then Home Mesmber, mercilessly uncloaked the
preposterous pretensions of the beaucracracy, was fighting
with weapons und a spirit which many non-co-operators of the
true and acoredited brand may envy in these days. 1fnon-co-
operation is an aititude of the mind, as its eminent author
conceives it, and not so much a programme or a oreed. &
Couneil Hall is as fisting & place for its display as a mass
meeting in Marwadi Vidyalaya. The spirit resides in the
mind and is independent of the envircoment., It is no ground
t0 aay that, oftentimes, the environment frightens a weakling,
for we do not build cur dootrines only on the possibility of
‘men being weak and timid.

We'have already departed from the original rigour of our
programmse in thia behalf, A nog-co-operator ckn nOw oOm=
pote at municipal elections. Hs can offer advice to Govern-

® The ban was extended to litiganta as well.—Ed.

'
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ment in or ouside private interviews. Non-ce-operator papers
do report the procesadings of the Legislative Bodies, comment
on them, and svggest remedies for the benefit of the Govern-
ment. Soarcely a non-co-operator now-a-days speaks without
rafernng to gubernatonal utterances and orders In Council.
Ee comments on ‘the policies of (Government, suggesting
nmedlel ashe goes on with his comments. Several lawyers
in Bombn;r. who are still in practice, are now allowed to
oocupy prominent places as speakers at non-co-operation
meet:ngs This is asit should be, for we cannot afford to ignore
or deuplse. in the stinted stats of our resources, the co-
oparatmn of any honest worker propared t¢ make a sacrifice
oommensurato with his capacity. This'is all done now silently
and as a concession. My plea in for making the programme so
wide, elastic and natural, as to turn these concessions into ac-
nowledged rights. The Congress creed calls upor us to obtain
Swaraj by all legitimate and peaceful means. All weapons,
all avenues of work abd all manaer of publio workers ars en-
joined on us, for the attainment of the common end. Why
set up ascetic standards, impractical tests, and unpatural bane
which may often let in the dishionest but keep out the hones
man, whose co-operation, even with a difference, im often
worth having. The programme may becore theoretically less
perfect, perhaps logically less consistent, but it will certainly
be more natural, real and effective. If people are a living
organism, subject to changes from time to time, you cannot
cure them by an unalterable shibboleth. You must vary your
‘programme from time to time in exact proportion with their
requirements, ag they advanoe on the path of their progresas,
Weapons, once coveted as useful, may gt blunt. Theories
once charged with potency may become obsolets. A wige
leader has to reject these, time after time, rogardless of their
ancient utility. This is often a merciless process, like the
citting off of a gangrenous limb, but the bedy politic needs
such excisious for its growth, aven more than the human frame,
The boast must be confined to Manu's age that he could speak
and write for all times. Wo moderns take an humbler view of
our efforts. The apirit of the times requires that we -guit ouar
programme to the meed of the hour and the oapaeity of our
comrades. The Gandiva (717 ) was a strong how, but only
Arjuna could wield it. In the hands of Uttara, it proved an
encumbrance, a menace and danger. FHis safety lay itihaving
s weaker weapon, which he could wield with ease and com-
fort,

{ Continued from page 519.)

hand, there ought to be much common ground bet-
ween Nationalists and Liberals who are. both ins-
pired by a common faith in council work but whose.
methods of work possibly differ a little. - ‘The
differences that divide Liberals and - Nationalists
dre differences on detail, while those that divide
Nationalists, from Non-co-operators are differences
on principle, and therefore irreconcilable. If, how-
ever the Nationalists scorn joiné action with the
Liberals, we have no desire to press it on- them,

but they should recognise that it is not right or just
to misrepresent the Liberals in order to defend

their own departure from, the path marked out by

their conscienoe.
. )

THE Nationalists of Maharashtra.

oy " are meoting to-day. in conference

‘at Akola.to- discuss their future
poliey. There, will ba a practical unanmnty
in (;hls oonferenqe as to the,need for. what, is LBun
phemlstmally called rovision;ef. the present non-
cp-operation, pla-n, for 1tbﬂ Poona organ of Nationa-

.

lism correotly represents the prevalent feeling in-
these ranks thus,— —"“Constitutional sgitation is

quite intelligible, similarly organised obstruction
is intelligible, and armed resistance also is intelli.

gible; but what is not intelligible is non-violent
non-co-operation which suffers from the combined
drawbacks of all these three courses.” But the

question is not as to the opinion of the Nation alists,
but as to their ability to give effect to it. In the

Calcutta. Congress the Nationalists of Maharashtra

were equally unanimous in their opposition of non-

co-operation, but their opposition was overborne by

Mr. Gandhi's following. It remains to be seen whe-

ther they will show more strength this time, If the

Nationalists in all the provinces make a combined

attempt tosecure & majority at Ahmedabad, and, in

the event of their failure, break away from the Con--
gress, or, remaining in the Congress, accept only

such of its resolutions as are approved by their con-

science, then only will the Nationalists have a
chance. It will be very difficult for any party ina-
single province to assert itself without aid of the-
other provinces ;and it will loock very ungracious

now for the Nationalists in one province to secede:
at a time when the movement of non- co-operation

isunder a cloud. Everything therefore depends

upon concerted aotion.
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