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TOPICS OF THE WEEK;

GOVERNMENT 'cannot be said to
have gained anything asa’result of
. the: Karachi trial; The" accused
were acquitted on the'main charges of conspirasy:
to seduce Muhammadan soldiers and were conviet
od only of intention to make them fail in'dischargu
ing  their duty, which is a technical-and trivial
offence in the present politieal condition of India.
Nor can it be claimed that law has been vindicat:
ed as from numberless platforms the same 'offend-
ing resolution has been repeatad, subsequent to the
launching of the proseoution, without any .legal
action being taken against the offenders. The

"The Kneachl
Trial.

Government could easily bave foreseen that such

would be the result and that there would be a
politioal gain to the adversaries, It is inoredible
that in such an important State trial the prosecu-
tion should have made an untenable oharge. The
only useful purpose from the Government view-
point served by this trial is—and it is useful to a
very limited extent—that it gmphasised that reli-
gious opinion cannot be pleaded as an excuse for

breaking the law of the land. In spite of the un-"

dignified and truoulent bebaviolur of the accused,
the judge preserved an admirable judicial detach-
ment and his oharge to the jury is & model of fair-
ness which other judges trying politioal oases will

do well to copy. Regarding the acoused he said :
“ Bome of the accused seemed learned and plous :men.
and all seemed eateemed oitizens to whom the ocountry

would owe much if they' followed the right path, and
Islam and the Empire and this country might bave pro-'

fited by them had they not taken 'up the mttitnds they
had done. Yet the aconsed could not but deeply regres -
that some of them wers ab the barin this court instead
of being high in the nrvloo or the oouncils of Hin
Majesty.™

Such men 'oartain‘ly ough't‘ not to be traa.ted a8 or,gh-
nafy eriminals and we truﬂ that Lord Rea.qu will,
reduce the séntdnce to ohe ‘of sxmple lmpnsonment
and in othdf ways mitlgat,e it.

-
*

v WBILE at Karachi the oharge of
Repression Uns godition agaiiist the AlN brothers
. . was withdrawn, ths Government of
Madras. with its usual gift for blundenng, has i m-
stituted proceedings against Messrs. Yakub Husa.n,
Abdul Majid Sharar and Varadarajulu Naidua for
sedition and for promoting - olass-hatre& Sura'ly
thase man have not heen more sedxtioua than i:he
A,h brothers or Mr. Gandhi. Mg, Yakub H'anan 1s
1n no sense a danger to the peaoa of Madras Tho
dignified tone of his brief statement’ before the try-
ing magmtrate is in every respect a perfect con-
trast to that of M% Muhammad Ali.” No’ nermus
consequenoas have resulted from his Tanjore pl‘BBI-
dential address which had. a.lmost been forgotten
by the publio, until the proleoutmn gave fresh
publicity to it. It i§ the" oft-repeated policy of
the non-co-operators’ to speak wildly and court
imprisonment. -‘Thé Government generally has
refused to play into their hands and adOptad a
policy of patienoce, trusting in the oommon sense,
of the people! Sedition has now become so com-
mon and has been so much tolerated that any
special potice of it comes as & surprise. By pro-
vincial Governments departing now and then from
this wise policy of tolerasnce they are only adding
fuel to a dying fire. The mass of non-co-operators
are quite tired of the movement and their enthu-
giasm can be kept up only by excitements such as
these trials afford. During the next two months
non-co-opérators are bound to do their utmost, for
it is fairly certain that after the time fixed for the
attainment of Swaraj is past, the movement has not
a ghost of chance. During this period not only
will there be more sedition ; .but civil dlsobadlenoe
of various kinds will be praotised in several placas,
although the conditions laid down by the All-Indm
Congress Committes for persons and looahtles 1n
respeot of the use of Khaddar, may not be fulfilled.

| I is now that G-overnment should exercise the
| grehtest pat;enea It is now that the polioy follow-

ed by it so long" will be really tested. We hopa
that the looal authorities will be instructed to keep
their heads quite cool.’ .

-+ ™ .
No important military operation
againet the Moplahs has been re-
ported for some days. Aftergetting

Malabar,
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a good taste of the Gurkhas, the Moplahs seem tobe
avoiding them as far as possible. Mr. Knapp, the
newly created Commissioner, has interested him-
self in the formation of a territorial force which is
to counsist of 800 men. A local recruiting commit-
tee has been formed and we hope the required
atrength will be easily made up. They will be
trained at Cannanore for one month from the 15th
of December. Refugees are daily pouring into the
relief camps at Calicuf, Palghat and other places.
The local non-official committee had in its charge
nearly 10,000 refugees a fow days ago but the num-
ber must have increased considerably since then,
The Congress Commitiee also is reported to be
giving relief to an equally large number. Mboney,
however, is not coming in as quickly as it ought
to. Mr. M. S. Madhava Rao of the Servants of
TIndia Society, who is joint secretary of the Central
Relief Committee, complains that little babies, ex-
pectant mothers, as well as those who were recent-
iy delivered (often during their flight from the
Moplahs) are in great need of milk and other
nourishing food, which for want of funds the com-
mittee is unable to provide. The country has not
responded to the call of fe'lowship and humanity
as generously as it ought to have donme. Madras
bhas contributed very much less than what is ex-
peoted of her, while nothing has yet come from
geveral provinces. There is no room for party
feeling in this humanitarian work. We earnestly
request the hearty co-operatian of all.
twice who gives promptly.
* * *
WE are much pained {o learn thag
Mr. C. F. Andrews was assaulted at
a railway station in East Africa
when he was proceeding to Uganda and that as a
result he will be unable to move about for a fort-
night. We presume that this brutality was the
work of some European, who vented his spleen in
a blind rage at the outrage of “white” prestige by a
“white”” man who places justice and righteousness
above loyalty to race and nationality. Is fhis per-
son fit to teach Africans, we wonder; is a brute fit-
test to civilize a savage? As for Mr. Andrews, our
deep sympathy is mingled with the knowledge that
he, the truest disciple of Christ it has ever been our
good fortune to meet, will rejoice in the blessing
of his Master, “Blessed are they that are persecuted
for righteousness’ .sz';ke; for theirs is the Kingdom
-of heaven. Blessad are ye, when men shall revile
you and persecute you and shall say all: manner of
evi'{ against you falsely for my sake. Rejoice and
be ‘exceeding glad i for great is your reward in
beaven; for so persecuted they the prophets which
were befota you.”

Brutes,

* [ ] -

HiI8 HIGHNESS the Thakore Saheb
of Rajkot has, in consultation with
the leading ocitizens of his State,
issued some rules under which public meetings
may be convened. They lay down that the con-
vener should be a tax-payer, merchant or cultivator

A Pirst Stop.

He gives |

names of the president and the convener should be
given to the authorities at least three hours before
the proposed time and that the subject should mot
be such as to create disaffection against anyone.
Every meeting, it is laid down, should be attended
by a Karbari, or a first ¢lassmagistrate of the State,
'We should like, of course, that no restrictions of
any kind existed, excepting those imposed by the
ordinary law. But we recognise that for an Indian

State these rules are not illiberal and that their

mere presence restricts the arbitrary exercise of
power by local autorities, ° Disaffeotion against
anyone ’ is t0o general an expression and requires
amplification. The provision that a Karbari or firet
class magistrate should be present at every public
meeting may act as a restriction, though not meant
to be one.- In practice it may mean that when he
js on tour or is otherwise unable to attend a pro-
posed meeting, it could not be held. It would also
make meetings in rural areas impossible. We
should therefore urge the removal. of this provi-
gion or at least that it should be made clear thaé it
is only an injunction to the officers and no disabi-
lity on eonveners of meetings. 'We make a present
of these rules to the Chief of Bhor whose absolute
prohibition of meetings created a very unpleasant
gituation in his State a few weeks ago.
» * -+

WE were able in our last issue to
congratulate Travancore on the pro-
gress made with reforms which in
other Indian States seem still matters of a dim
distant future. But in Travancore no less than
anywhere else, the reformer’s path seems to be not
always one strewn with roses. Another reform in
Travancore which we understand is about to be
carried out, is the separation of the Devasom
from the Revenue Department. Hitherto Temple
Management and Public Revenue have formed one
department, because according to tradition &
former Maharaja once offered up, when in great
peril, the whole of the country as the .privata
property to a deity, which returned it to hlm_ as &
trustee and temporal steward only. Public Re-
venue thus being only & special form of Temple
Revenue, it follows that none but caste Hipdus can
fill posts in the Revanue Department, which thereby
becomes c¢losed to the Caristians, Moslems, Izhuwas,
&c. who for some years now have protested against
such curtailment of their ecivil rights.’ The tradi-
tion certainly is a very convenient one for the
ruling classes, whose'sons thus have at least on.e.
preserve in which they are safe against compet;-
tion. The reforming zeal of the present Dewan is
therefore mot everywhere appreciated and the
recent students’ strike at Trivandrum is said' to
have been in reality nothing but a damonstrat}on
against him and his declared policy of thl:owmg
the Revenue Department ‘open, the question of
enhanoced sohool fees being merely & peg on whic_h
to hapg action ultimately intended to _discredlt
the Dewan aand to result in his supersession by a

Action ar.tld Reaction
An

Travancore.

in the State, that notice of the meeting with the ¢ more conservative official.
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CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE.

AMONG the several things which have remained
obscure in the campaign of non-co-operation, the
connection between the charka and eivil disobedi-
ence is the most obscure. One can well under-
stand that the boycott of schools and law courts,
or the remunociation of titles snd QGovernment
servios, or civil disobedience and non-payment of
taxes are different forma of non-co-operation, but
why home-spinning should find a place in the non-
co-operation programme is more than one can
understand. The spinning wheel may work all the
miracles which are claimed for it or may have a
limited utility which no one denies ; whatever may
be the value of spinning, it can never be part of a
movement which professes to bring the Govern-
ment to its knees by ocutting off all intercourse with
it, The strongest adhorent of Government may
happen to have faith in all the magic virtues of
charka which Mr. Gandhi is so fervently preaching;
and the bitterest snemy of (Government may feel
sdeptic about the economics of spinning as Mr.
Gandhi puts it forward. There is no essential con-
naeosion between the desire to promote hand-spin-
ning and the desire to taboo Government for the
wrongs of the Punjab and Khilafat which it has
inflioted upon the people. If it is not intelligible
as to why the charka movement should be made an
integral fastor of non-oo-operation, it is still less
intelligible as to why the adoption of civil resistance
and non-payment of taxes should bg made oontin-
gent on the spread of Swadeshi in the narrowest
sensa of the term, ¢. 4, on a general use of khaddar
of hand-madé yarn. And yet that is what Mr.
Gandhi has been saying and that is what has now
_been endorsed by the All-India Congress Com-
mittee,

According to the decision of this body, any indi.
vidual who uses only hand-spun and hand-woven
clothes and any traot a vast majority in whioh also
use this kind of clothes 'are allowed, under the
authority of the Congress organisation, $o prac-
tise oivil disobedience. Why the use of khaddar
of this variety should be a mnecessary and suffi-
oient qualifioation for civil disobedience no one
has yet taken the trouble to explain, though My,
Gandhi has often expressed this idea with much
unotion. In the last issue of his paper, he says that
when we are fully possessed of the Swadeshi spirit
(in Ais sensa), * thousands of us jnvoluntarily, as
if by a common impulse, will march forward to
oivil disobedience.” But those to whom a mere
energetio reiteration of a proposition is no substi-
tute for a convincing reason must still continue to
ask the why and the wherefore of the thing. We
should have been greatiy surprised if in"the All-
India Congress Committes thia question had not
been raised. Mr. Hasrat Mohani, who blamed Mr.
QGandhi in the U. P. Provincial Conference, for
first launching the country on the movement of
non-oo-operation and then taking out of his cam-
paign every single item of non-co-operation, leaving

in it only the khaddar and anti-untouchability
movements which, whether good or bad, do mot
reaot upon Government at all, except indirectly.
He and several others inquired how the completion
of the Swadeshi programme fifs any individual or
place to offer civil resistance to Government. They
objected to the condition laid down by Mr. Gandhi
on two grounds : (1) that it is impossible of univer-
sal practice; and (2) that it is ecoromically ill-
conceived. In spite, however, of these objections
forcibly put, Mr. Gandhi's reasoning carried the
day, as is to be expected from the present personnel
of the All-India Congress Committee. There. is
one distinction to be noticed between the qualifica-
tion prescribed for individual and that for mass civil
discbedience. In the case of individuals it has -
been laid down that they must show in their con-
duct that they do not regard the depressed classes

| as untouchable, while no such condition is to be

enforced when a distriot or a taluka adopts oivil
disobadience. We do not see any organie connexion:
between anti-untouohability and eivil disobedience,
just as we see none between the charka and eivil
disobedience. But active opposition to untouch-
ability seems to be required as a necessary condi-.
tion of Swaraj. Mr. Gandhi has often declared it
to ba so; if an individual must be an adherent of
the anti-untouchability movement in order to
become a oivil resister, so must be a district. But:
while the use of swadeshi olothes is enjoined upon:
both individuals or territorial units practioal
support of anti-untouchability is required only of -
individuals, territorial units being -relieved from

| the obligation. Being ourselves strong supporters

of ;he anti-untouchability movement, we rejoice
that it has found partial recognition in the All-.
India Congress Committee’s resolution though we
fail to see any -logical conmexion between that
movement and civil disobedience ; but our rejofcing
is rapidly dissolved by the resclution oalling upon
all workers to * devote their exclusive attention to
the completion of the boyoott of foreign yarmn and
cloth,” thus again throwing the anti-untouchability
movement into the background. The way in which
the Congress is dealing with this question leads one
to suspeot that that body is not after all very serious
about it.

The All-India Congress Committee's resolution,
with Mr. Gandhi’s gloss on it, amounts to this, that

"Mr. Gandhi will commenoe civil disobedience in

Gujarat and that workers in other provinces will
watch the result fur some time, I{should be noticed
that the oivil disobedience campaign which Mr.
Gandhi will now initiate is not a “conscience move-
ment'"’ like the one which Thoreau and Tolstoy
preached. It is not proposed that those laws should
be broken whioh offend against the consoience, but
all laws whioh it may be convenient to break, how-
ever consonant they may be in themselves with the
diotates of conscience. Mr. Gandhi says in Young
India, that“those only oan take np civil disobedience

who believe in willing obedience sven to irksome

laws impoeed by the State so long as they do not
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hurt their conscience or rehglon." but we doubt
whether Mr. Gandhi intends to observe this condl-
tion himself. 'We feel sure rather that the move-
ment of civil resistance will not be limited to laws
which hurt conscience or religion, but will be ex-
tended to all laws which Mr. Gandhi may think it
expedient to break. It exemplifies what we have
said befora that it is on expediency rather than on
principle that the movement of non-co-operation is
based. ' '

THE TRIAL AND AFTER.

THAT WAY DOES NOT LIE THE SOLUTION.
THE groat State trial of the Ali brothers and other
Khilafat leaders has ended. I wrote a few days be-
fore their arrest and prosecution of the unwisdom
of such a course, not on the merits of the case it-
gelf, but on grounds higher than even the formal
vindieation of the established law of the land, penal
or criminal. My contention was twofold. I showed
tha: the harm arising out of that step—whether in
the case of the very vindication of the law and the
maintenance of the authority and prestlge of the
Government or of cOpmg with the situation’ a.nd
restoring calm and quiet in the country—would out-
woigh all other considerations combined together.

And therefore, I submitted, That way did not lie the “

solution.
I now write after the great trial has ended to
examine briefly, not the judicial ﬁndmgs of the

Judge and the jury, but the position of the Govern-_

ment with respect to the Khilafat and non-co-
operation movements, during and after the trial.
I have carefully watohed the proceedings and tried

to study the effect of those proceedings on the

public mind from day te day of the progress of the
trial upto the verdiot of the jury and the Judge,
and finally the very partial convietion of the six
learned Maulanas and the a.cqulttal of -the
Shankaracharya.

The very first question that I would like to BSIS
the supporters of the prosecution is, Have the pro-
ceedings in the courts, both the lower and the ses-
gions, added to the prestige of the law courts and
the majesty of thelaw, or shaken that prestlge and

brought the ridicule and jeering of the man in the
streot at that majesty of the law which it was in- ,

tonded to vindicate ¢
And then what is to be said of the verdioct of

* Not Guilty ™ of the Judge and the jury on the.

main charge of criminal conspiracy and attempt to
seduce troops, to safeguard against and to prove
which the whole prosecution, I understand, was start-
ed. Even where the verdiot of the majority of jurors
and the Judge is * Guilty,” what is the case ? The
Government by the prosecution of the seven leaders
have incited anybody and everybody in the Khila-
fat and non-co-operation movements to issue mani-
festoes or hold public meetings to proolaim and
repeat the very resolution which was the sole con-
tention of the subsidiary charges and conviction,
and thus defy the Government in their face and

proseoutmn Has that, I ask, added to the prestige
of the Government,®and helped to vindicate the
majesty of the established law, or undermined that
prestige further and flonted the very law it was in-
tendoﬂ to vindicate? ILet the supporters of the
prosecution once again answer after due reflection.

What then is the sum total of the result of ‘the
whole trial? Has it abated the fury of our non.
co-operating friends and made them relax their
programme ? Or,’has it been a fresh moral and
political viotory for the non-co-operator, and} an

impetus to him for further drastic action? Has

all that brought the solution of the great-' problems
confronting the Government and the well-wishers
of the country nearer or, has it made the issues
more complex, more bitter,.and the situation graver
and graver ?

" And yet I am not quite without hope. I see
that there is yet & way to bring pe ce and harmony
in the country-so far as the Khilafat and the
Turkish Peace terms are osacarnsd oa
mainly rests and which fosters the great non-co-
operation movement.

' HOW IT CAN BE DONE.

Let the Government of India, and through it
all suppnrters and well-wighers. of the ocoun-
I:ry. say to the British Government: ° Vindicate
your. pledge to the pepple of India, the pledge
which Mr. Lloyd George gave to the Indian Mus-
salma.ns in- 1918, before. it is possible for us to
vmdlcate the law, in its reality and restore true
peaoe and ha.rmony in the, country.” That is the
great truth. which the Government of India them-
selves ‘have to reahsa first, and then openly to press
it upon the Brmsh Cabinet, The Government of
Indla are fully aware of the intensity of feeling on
the subject, of Khilafat and the Turkish Peace
Treaty among not only the Musalmans of India
and the entire Indiap community, but also other
A.smhc Powers. punmpa.lly Muslim. It will serve
no useful purpose, at; the, present moment, to go

“into fshei nghtness or otharwise of this feeling.

The fact remams. tha.t nothing short of an honour-
a.ble peace. conswtent with the digaity and inte-

grity of Islam, would satisfy fhis. feeling. The
Governmeant of India themselves have from time to
time expressad their fullest sympathy with the
people of this country on this subject. They and-
that great champion of the Muslim. cause, the
Secretary of State for India, have bsen putting for-
ward the Muslim viaw before the British Cabinet
from time to timé. Bui the reason why their
efforts have not brought due reocognition from the
appreciation of the Indian community is that these
efforts have led to little or no appreciable results so

‘far as the early prospects of an honourable settle-
| ment are concerned.

On the contrary . .the unfortunate. course of
events that have followed leading to and in the de-
velopment of the Turco-Greek War has created a
veory strong impression.in this country . that the

.| British Cabmat. fhough apparently observing neu-

the very law it was intended to vindioate by the ?rahty. are flouting tha Muslim. sentiments by per..
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mitting a private supply from England of arms,
ammunition and money loans to Greece and thus
equipping Greek armies with what the Angora
troops 50 badly need but are unable to have.

In this connection, it is worth noticing what
the attitude of the Prime Minister was, till very

lately, IHe was emphatic in his reiteration of the

statement which he first made when approached on

behalf of the Angora Government and the Mussal-
mans of India to intervene in the Turco-Greek War

that the poliey of his Government was to leave the
issue to be decided between the Greeks and the
Turks themselves. His recent statement after the
firat reverses sustained by the Greek armies that the
“ proper moment for intervention had not yet ar-
rived ” has, however, given rise to snother suspi-
oion that the prasent refusal may be made the pre-
text for an intervention of another sort, wheh the
Greeks are completely beaten. Should this sus-
picion, rightly or wrongly, gain ground and should
an intervention take place at a latter stage when
the Greeks are actually completely beaten, it wonld
lead to disastrous effect not only in so far as the
movements of Khilafat and non-co-operation are
concerned, but also as the various Mnussalman
States in Asia go. It would be going against the
veory vital interests of, nay, it would be a death
blow to, the British Empire in Asia.

To show that I am no alarmist, that this is not
my view alone, but also of those who represent the
Government of India, I may be permitted to point
out what the Honourable Mr. Bray, Foreign
Becretary to the Government of India, said in the

course of his speech on my motion of adjournment

regarding the Khilafat movement in the Delhi
sesgion of the Counoil of State:—

“There is & great bett of Islamic countries stretching
unbroken from the south of the straita of Gibraltar far
away into Northern China. One block of India iteelf
stands w thin thas belt—that great frontier buttress on
the North-West made up of the Nort ~West Frontier
Provinoes and Baluchistan, But it is even mors relevant
to my present purpose that within that Islamio belt are
included nearly eil sthe forsign countries with which

" Indie js most closely concerned. It is thua palpable that
from an external point of view alone the welfare and
goodwill of Lslam must in the very nature of things be of
paramount importance 1o India and tue British Empirs.
Thin faos is in itself a powerful reinfarpement of the cause
which Muslim India bas at heart.”

Reuter informed us the other day that the
Afghan armies were fighting by the side of the
Turks against Greek armies. A later telogram
announces the oconclusion of a defensive and offen.
sive alliance between Afghanistan and Persia.
There are also signs which portend that the prob-
lem is assuming larger dimensions and prejudicing
friendly relations between Englad and the various
Islamisc powers which are at present neutral, for
the reason that England, being the most importang
and influential of the Allies, and wielding largest
influence in the conferences and - councils of the
Allies, is, as I have stated abave, suspected at this
moment of befriending Greece againt Turkey,
whereas France and Italy are said to favour the

conclusion of the Treaty with Turkey, more or less
on the lines laid down by Mr. Lloyd George in
January 1918,

I have already pointed out abhve how the re-
cent prosecutions and convictions have given =
fresh lease to the grave discontent and excitement
already prevalent in the country. Add .to this the
further excitement due to the confiscation of the
Ulemas’ Fatwa, and also all kinds of rumours of -
Msahatma Gandhi’s and other leaders’ arrests,
should they resort to civil disobedience or acts of
that kind. It is only desirable that fhe Goverament,
not out of their weakness but strength, should
pacify the discontent and exg¢itement as far as it
raasonably conld bafore it is too late.

The only way by which, it appears to me, the
Government of India can do so, and thus avert both-
the external danger of an anti-British Alliance by
Foreign Muslim Powers and internal discontent,
riots and bloodshed is for the Government, for Lord
Reading himself, and for various Governors and
Governments of Provinces to use their personal and
official influence with the British Cabinet and move
it now, and atf this stuge to conclude sn honourable
peace with Turkey without waiting for the results of
the Turko- Greek War, on the lines laid down by the
Prime Minister on behalf of the whole Empire on 5th
January, 1918, viz, “not to deprive Turkey of their
capital and the rich and renouned lands of Thrace
and Asia Minor" ‘

This surely cannot be characterised as any-
thing like or approaching the ‘impossible’ demand
of status quo ante bellum. What it in fact amounts
to is that Turkey should not be treated worse than
other enemy Powers, that she should retain those

provinces which were admitted even by the British

and Allied statesmen to be predominantly Turkish,
that the Arab Provinces should be granted full
autonomy and finally that the Holy cities of Meces
and Medina may remain under the suzerainty, kow-
ever nominal, of the Khalifa.

Is this too much to ask of the Indian and the
British Governments? Will they be so biind or
stubborn as not to see facts in their true perspective,
and not to resort to the proper remedy at the proper
moment ?No, I still retain my optimism, my faith in
the statesmanship and farsizhtadness of Lord
Reading and his Government, and hope that they
will take time by the forelock and press on the
Cabinet the necessity for immediate action in.the
diraction, referred to above. .

G. M. BHURGRI.

“LAND AND LABOUR IN A’ DECCAN
VILLAGE."

THE question ag to whether India is getting richer
or poorer is of & very long standing and it isa
well-known faot that several Government officials
always maintain that it is getting richer, while
most of the leaders of the public hold the op-
positeview. Noiwithstanding this keen difference
of opinion, nobody until very recently attempted to
collect firsthand and detailed information to as.
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eertain the truth. Dr. Harold H. Mann and his
colleagues started in 19i2 a close study of the
Deccan villages'in order to throw some light on the
question. A very large majority of the Indian
.paople are living in villages and therefore they
naturally thought that if typical Deccan villages
were studied the information gained would lead to
some definite results especially with regard to the
Decoan. The firat book containing a detailed study
of a village near Poona was published by them in 1917
and now they have brought out another bock of a
similar nature which we propose to raview to-day.

Land and Labour in a Decoan Village, Study
No. 2, by H. H. Mann and N. V. Kanitkar, has

been published by the University of Bombay as one |

. of their Economic Series. Even a very cursory
reading of the book will show that these gentlemen
have combined their scientific methods with their
knowledge of Agriculture and Economies in ocol-
lecting information. There is not a single aspect
-of any importance in the study of the village which
they have left out. Climatic conditions, rocks, soils
and waters; cropsand caétle; division of land and
land tenure; population, income, expenditure and
debts family by family and also the information of
the village from old records simce 1698, are all
recorded in the book. The special feature of this record
g that all the information it contains is firsthand,
collectad oa the spot directly from the people and
confirmed by cross checks and hence thoroughly
reliable to draw conclusions from.

The subject-matter of the book is a village
called Jategaon Budruk about 25 miles from Poona
on the Poona-Nagar Road and had until recently
communication with Poona enly by an unbridged
road and hence is not much under city influences.
It might, therefore, be taken as a typical village
representing a large dry tract in the Deccan. In
the dry fracts water supply acquires great im=
portance and has been properly treated along with
the soil. In this village with anarea of2,450 acres
there are 26 wolls actually in use and two chan-
nels (only one in use now) for irrigation. In the
year 1886-87 there were only 16 wells and now the
number has gone to 26, but one of the channels has
gone out of use. The use of the channel involv-
ad an anpual expense for olearing out the head
which silted up every year. The removal of the
silting was getting more and more difficult until
at last the cultivators gave it up altogether and
_ now the ohannel is all silted up. It is a pity, as
the authors say, that no help is given to the oul-
tivators in gefting over the undoubted engineering
and other difficulties that oocur in maintaining
such a channel.. When every attempt has to be
made to make all possible sources of wateravailable
.to the cultivators, it is disappointing to find the
existing sources disappearing under the eyes of the
Government officials.

The division of land has almost reached its
limit in this village as in other villages. The ques-
tion of the fragmentation of land is still under
consideration and no definite solution has yet

been proposed which would be considered satisfac-
tory on all sides, .

With regard to the land revenue one -interest.
ing fact brought out by the authors from the old re-
cords is that in pre-British times assessment was
paid only on actually cultivated area and not on
the whole village land as at present, Another im-
portant fact connected with the payment of land

 revenue is that whenever any expense was incarred

on account of Government officials or impressed
labour orany loss was sustained on account of the
ravages of armies or barglars, &c. all the loss was
made good out of the revenue collected before it was
sent to the central Government. The prineiple under- -
lying this system is sound. It savesall extra burden
on the villages and puts it on the central Govern-
ment which takes the responsibility of proteoct-
ing the villages for the payment it receives from .
the cultivated land. A

The most important crops of  the village are
Bajri with mixtures and Jowar with safflower,
These ocoupy- nearly 2,000 acres. Wheat and gram
which come mnext occupy about 100 acres each,
while the most paying crops like sugarcane and
oranges oceupy about 15 acres. If the sugarcane
and oranges are excluded the average nett return
comes to Rs, 5-12-0 per acre in an average year.

,This nett return when considered in conjunction

with the fact that 70 out of 146 holdings are of less
than 10 acres each, it brings out clearly the pitiable
condition of the people.

All the information about land, crops and
caitle must culminate in an enquiry of an economie
type in a study of the economie condition of fthe
people of the village. The information must be
able to tell whether the bulk of the people are in a
sound economic condition or no. There are 147
families with a population of 736 souls. All the
people are in whole or part cultivators. The neces-
sary oxpense, excluding the interest on debts, has
been ascertained to be about Rs. 220-0-0 per family
or Rs. 44 per head per annum for providing food to
maintain efficiency and for clothes required to
maintain self-respect. The total income of the
people as calculated for 1917 (considered to be an
average year) is Rs. 24,963, This works out at Rs.
167-13-0 per family per annum or an annual income
of Rs. 33-12-0 per head. The debts of the village
weore Rs. 29,348 in 1917, the rates of interest varying
from 12 to 72 per cent. while the average rate works
out to be 23.4. per &ent. These figures show the
whole state to be unsatisfactory, but that it is worse
still can be seen when the families are divided into
three groups. The first group consists of families
whose income from land alone can maintain them
in a good economio position and there are only 10
such families, the second oclass with 12 families
oan maintain themselves from the incomes derived
from land and labour together ; while the last group
consists of as many as 125 families whose incomes
of all sorts put together cannot give them a sound
economic positién. What is true of this village is
true of & large number of villages in the precarious
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wraot of the central Bombay Decoan and lit is
eertainly disheartening.

In old days these villages were self-govern-
ing and self-contained, they protected themselves
and were not much affected by changes in the
sontral Government ; but that state is now passing
away. It is high time for the leaders of the people
to decide whether they want the old self-contained
and self-governing villages or they are in favour
of doing away with the villages as in England and
other countries. From the information collected
by the authors it seems that the rainfall at Jate-
gaon is very precarious and even in a good season
the corn produced is not sufficient for one year for
sll the people. What can be done then to improve
the situation ?

It is an oasy matter to put all the blame at the
doors of the cultivators. They are generally con-
sidered lazy and ignorant; but at least in the
village under consideration that does not seem to
be the case. Even in recent years the villagers
have introduced improved ploughs and the culti-
vation of such a paying crop as the oranges. They
are trying hard to keep their land in good condi-
tion by building new embankments and repairing

- old ones. They are also trying to tap all the sour-
ces of water supply.

Then it would naturally be proposed tbata
large number of the people be induced to leave
their village and go to some place like Bombay
where labour is in great demand. This wonld
reduce the pressure on land but would not neces-
sarily belp in getting the village richer, Many
people from this village did go to Bombay at differ-
ent times, but only one of them was able to buy
land. Others must have learnt the wasteful ways
of the oity. If the present state of affairs is allow-
ed to continue, the village life of the old times will
soon disappear and the country will tend to be
what England is to-day, full of factory labourers,

If the self-contained and self-governing units
which these villages are, are to be preserved then
-definite efforts in that direction must be made.. It
was onos thought that the rise in prices would
benefit all cultivators, but the authors have concly-
sively sh>wn that the gap between the rioh and the
poor inoreases by the rise in prices. Debt redemp-
tion may bring a temporary relief, but it will be
only femporary. A single famine will put the
cultivators into debts and as therg is a likelihood
of having one famine at least for every eight years,
in sbout 40 yeare the viliage will be'as bad as it is
at present. Yet debt redemption would g0 & groat
way and should be encouraged. Another sugges-
tion we would like to offer is the improvemeant in
eultivation. This may not oompletely solve the
problem; yet it should bring about ten per cent. re-
lief Co-operative work in supplying ploughs,
seads, &o,, also will help a great way, but above all
and aspecially in combination with the improve-
meonts suggested above, secondary and cottage in-
dustries will go a great way towards the solution
of the problem. A serious attempt must be made

to introduee suitable secondary and coitage indus-
tries which witll bring work to the doors of the
cultivators so that their unemployed time wili be
utilised and they will get additional income. All
these improvements must be tried before the villa-
ges are allowed to run their own course of des-
troying themselves.

In conclusion, we congeatulate Dr. H. H. Mann
and Pref, N. V. Kanitkar for the very excellent
work they are doing in bringing facts to light by
publishing such nseful data. Their methods of
work are strictly scientific and therefore thorough-
ly reliable. The Government and the public can
no longer shut their eyes to facts revealed during
enquiries made by these gentlemen. S

D. L. SAHASRABUDDHE.,

A SCHEME OF COMPULSORY PRIMARY
o EDUCATION.

THE Government of Bombay have appointed a
committee, consisting of the members of the Legis-
lative Couneil, to consider and report on the gues-
tion of introducing free and compulsory elomentary
education in municipal and rural areas of the Pre-
sidency including Sind but excluding Bombay City.
The Committes is instructed to submit a definite
programme which can be carried out in successive
steps, so that a complete system of free and com-
pulsory elementary education may be introduced
throughout the presidency within a definite period
of time. The committee has begun its work and it is
quite possible that several schemes might be placed
before it for its consideration. Those who are
familiar with the atate of things in this country
will at once realise that -universal compulsion in-
troduced at once will only defeat itself. All parts
of the country are not equally ripe for it and hence
we must go in for compulsion gradually, piecemeal,
and area by ares. Taking into consideration the
magnitude of the problem, and the financial burden
it involves, it i3 necessary to proceed step by step.
But the ideal must be reached in as short a period
of time as possible. I should like to suggest: the
following stages in which elementary education
should bs made compulsory in this presidency :—

1 Municipal areas =—Primary education ta
be made compulsory at once both for boys and
girls simultaneously ;

Rural areas :—Compulsion should be intro-
duced in the following stages:-

1L For boys only :=—{i) In villages with a
population of more than 2,000,

(ii) In villages with a population of lass than
2,000 but more than 1,000, :

{iii) In villages with a population of lesa than’

1,000, but more than Su0.

III For girls as well =—(iv) In villages with
a population of more than 2,000, '

{v) Ia villages with a population of less than
2,000 but more than 1,0u0, ,

(vi) In villages with a population of less than
1,000 but more than 5.0.
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IV For boys -and girls simultaneously :~(vii)
In villages with a population below 500, and
sparsely popuiated localities.

Stages i, ii, iii, and iv should be completed in
one year each and the remaining in two years each.
.Compulsion, in order to be really effective, must
be directly enforced by the (Government; mere
permissive legislation will not achieve the de-
sired object. If the schools will be run in two
shifts throughout the compulsory primary course,

the question of providing additional school acco-

mmodation will be largely solved by using the
same teachers, buildings and appliances for two
sots of pupils in one day. This devise will enable
us to increase the present school accommodation
by 100 per cent. at an increse of about 25 per cent.
in the cost. The adoption of the double shift
system will be much welcomed by agriculturists,
who will, thereby, be able to utilize the services of
their children for domestic or other kind of work for
at least half the day.

The following table shows approximately the
present diffusion of primary education in the four
main groups indicated above :—

( Figures in thousands)

Group. I ; II I11 v
. t i
Population | 2,400 12,000 | 12,000 3,600
Children | '
of 300 750 750 450
school age |
Pupils in M. I R
or L. B. 130 410 33 nil.
schools | i
Pupils in | '
aided | 50 40 20 nil.
schools
Expenditure Rs. Rs. Rs. .
Provincial | 1,300 | 5,400 | 450 | =il
Local 1300 | 600 50 nil.

The proportion of children of school age to the
total population is calculated at 1214 p. ¢. The
following table shows the approximate total school
accommodation that will have to be provided by
local bodies on the supposition that the number of
pupils in aided schools remains constant :—

{Figures in thousands)

Group. | I oo

Agccommoda.-
tion required.

250 710 730, 450
Accommoda- i — |- -
tion secured by| 260 820* 66

double shift |

Additional —
accommodation
to be provided

nil.

nil. | nil. | 664* | 430

¢ In this o.-;ael by adopti'ng the double shift system, we
get accommodasion for 1 10,000 pupils in excess of the require-
yoents, As groups II and III cover the aame area the exces-
li.vr nc%‘t:lmmoganon in sccll:oola for';‘.;oys can be utilised for
girls. en the accommodation to be provided f
will be 664-110-=55¢4 thougands only,. ‘ or group Il

I. The present expenditure on primary edu-
cation in municipal areas is Rs. 26 lakhs approxi-
mately, out of which the municipalities are spend-
ing Rs. 13 lakhs and the Government contributes
an egual amount. To this we must add Rs. J
lakhs required for giving salaries to teachers
according to the revised scale. There being af
present 4,373 male and 874 female teachers in muni-
cipal schools the above amount will suffice for the
purpose, if on an average an increass of Rs. 8 p.
m. is granted to a primary school teacher, :

The total expenditure will thus be Rs. 31
lakhs, One-fourth of this amount will be required
in addition, on account of the introduction of the
double shift. Then the total expenditure on pris
mary schools will be Rs. 38,75,000. Of this Gov-
ernment should contribute %4s. Then the Govern-
ment share would be Rs. 26 lakhs and the munici-
pal share would be Rs. 13 lakhs approximately.
This means that the municipalities will not be
required to increase their present expenditure,
while the Government’s share will be doubled by
introducing compulsion in municipal areas,

Thus, if the double shift system is adopted in
municipal schools, the necessary accommodation
required by the adoption of compulsion can be
obtained, at an additional expenditure of Rs. 13.
lakhs only on the part of Government.

II. In 1919-:0, the total expenditure on Local
Board primary schools for boys was Rs. 57,08,369,
out of which Rs. 50,30,212 were spent from the pro-
vineial funds and Rs. 4,42,447 were spent from
Looal Fund cess. To this we must add the amount
of Rs. 16 lakhs approximately for revision of the
salaries of male teachers in Local Board schools,
whose number in 1919-20 was 17,627, and an -
additional expenditure of 14 of the total for the in-
troduotion of the double shift. Then the total
expenditure=Rs. 73 lakhs + Rs. 18}4 lakhs=Ras.
9134 lakhs. This shows that by incurring a total
expenditure of Rs. 92 lakhs we can provide accom-
modaton in Local Board schools for 8,20,000 pupils_
Supposing that the Local Fund contribution re.
mains eonstant,-the (overnment will be required to
spend Rs. 87 lakhs, i. e."Rs. 37 lakhs in addition to
their expenditure in 1919-20. But in 1920-21, the
provincial grant has risen to Rs. 54 lakhs and the
Loocal Fund contribution to Rs. 6 lakhs. Therefore,
Rs. 32 lakhs only will be required for additional
expenditure. But it must he noted. that by an
additional expenditure of Rs. 32 lakhs and. the
adoption of the double, shift, the Local Board . pri-
mary schools for boys will provide accommodation
for 1,10,000 pupils in excess of the present reguire-
ments of the villages in this group.

"TI1. In 1919-20, the total expenditure on. Local
Board primary schools for girls was Rs. 4,23,789,
of which Government contributed Rs. 3,72,286, and
the Loocal Boards Rs. 50,359 The inoreases jn the
salaries of 591 female teachers in Local Board
primary schools for girls, will amount to Rs.
50,060. The sum of Rs. 6 lakhs on an average
is required for introducing the double shift in
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) the existing schools for girle and providing acco-
mmodation for 66,000 pupila. For the remaining
5 54,000 pupila, an additional expenditure of about
Rs. 66 lakhs will be required, if we caloulate it on
the bagis of spending Rs. 12 per head. The ex-
penditure per head is less than Rs. 12 in the case of
boya.
Rs. 72 lakhs will ba required if the prineiple of
"oompulsion is extended to giris in the villages men-
tioned in group II, Out of this amount Govern-
.ment have baen spending Rs, i lakhsnow and hence

Ra. 67 lakhs more will ha.vo to be raised annually |

“for this purpose.

- IV. With regard to this group, the' principle
.of compulsion should be applied simultaneously for
boys and girls ; otherwise the requisite number of
pupils for a sohool will not be obtained. The

popuiation of these villages is about 37 lakhs, and |

their number is about 15,000. It will not be poasi-
ble to provide a school for everyone of these loca.
lities, Children of school age in such’ of the
villagee in this group as are within a reasonable
distance from localities where compulsory edu-
.oation is introduced should be made to attend
.sehools in the latter areas. In other localities, the
primary schools 'should meet for three daysin e
weok, and the teachers should be itinerant. The

. post of compulsory education.in these arens will be-

-about Re. 40 lakhs. _
" To. this expenditure- must be added Rs 3

lakha for inspection of schools and Ra. 7' lakhs for |

-training of teachers in addition to' the present ex-
penditure on these heads. ' Then the total new ex-
penditure involved by the intraduction- of free and
compulsory primary . eduocation in- the presidency

. axcept the eity of Bombay; comes $o Rs.' 160 lakhs'

annusally:; But provision has already been made in

the budget for 1921-22 for expenditure of Rs. 22 lakhs

_on revision ofsalaries of primary sohool: teachers.

Therefore Rs. 160 lakhs—Rs, 22 lakhs=Rs. 130 lakhs

will have to be.raised annually by fresh taxation.
K. G. LIMAYE

“ NON POSSUMUS!”

“THE speech addressed by Dr. Nansen to the -recent
Assembly of the League of Nations is' one “of the
" -most noble and most moving ever delivered any-
where.. After the blight of disillusionment which
hes fallen on publio affairs subsequent on the high
emotional and moral pitsh of the war .effort, Dr.
Nansen is the first statesman who,once more calls to
al] peopla to rise above the ethios of dirt; the blind-
‘ness of spirit, the oallousness of ocunning and bruta-
lity, into the oclear atmosphere of Truth and Righte-
-ousness. Even to read his speech is to refresh one's

weary spirit and to invigorate it, asby a breath from |

the eternal snows. But the speech is not “only all
that : it conatitutes a historie document of the first
importance, to which succeeding ages will turn as
-evidenoe of the criminal folly, nay, the satanism,
which ruled unchecked the peried of the Versailles
Penace.  Wheat rotting in the States, maize burnt as

-engine fuel in the Argentine, ships idle snd mariners |

' drawing unemployment doles—and on the other

hand twenty million human beings in Ruswia dy=~
ing ; dying because the ships are not used, because
the oorn is not shipped ; dying because an a‘ﬁciqnt

debt has been repudiated |

* Lot mie romind the Assembly,” said Dr. Nansen, “in
one sentence of the situation which I laid before you..
There are at this moment batween 20 and 30 millions of
people who are threatened with starvation and death, If

" hélpis dot fortheoming within two months from now
their fate is sealed. Everything that is needed to save
them is only a few hundred miles away. The necessary
transportation oan be available at a month's notice.
Agfeements have been made for perfect control and dis-
tribution in Russia of the surplus that we may brlng The
‘tneth'ods for the exedution of those agreementa are ready
There has been raised in committes no valid objection
against those agreements or the methods proposed for
their exeountion.

No more is necessary o avert appalling disasta: than
the provision of & relatively small sum of Govarnmens
money. It isac grea.t sum that we ask for; we havo only
asked for £ 5,000,000, If we get that, we tlnnk. mdoed we
are convinced, that it is possible to carry cut very impor
tant work before Christmas and save the situation to &
great extent,

The QGovernments have said that they cannot do 1&,

The Governments throw back the whole responsibility on
to the vo‘luntary organisations. ]I oannat think that that
is right, ' None the less we shall' go on with cur appeal to
ptivate oharity. Wo have already made a start. We are
doing what we can through private oharity, but even onr
charityis being impeded, and being very aseriously. im-
peded, by the campaign of misrepressntation whioh is
belng carried on. There are any amount of lies being
ciroulsted:: ' Lo '

I may remind you of one story that went to the papers'
whioh you all remembar—namely, that the flrst train that
My, Hoover sent in to feed the Russians was looted by
the Soviet Army in Russia. It was a lie, bus still: the
same story is repeated over and over again in . the press
of Europe. I was abused for having sent an'expedition
to Siberia, and I understand that it was said that I was

" bringing arms for & revoiution. It was a lie. )

Thers are many similar stories being vitoulated. It is
perfootly evident that they come from - some central
agenoy, I do not know where. It is from sombody who
se=m3 vory mugh interested in preventing auything being
dons to savae the starving people of Russia, and I think
that I know what is the underiying thought of this: cam-
paign. It i3 this: that the action whioh we propose will, ,
if it suoveeds,'strbugthen the Soviet Government. I shink
that that ia a miotakeé: I do dot think that we shall
strengthen the Sovlet Government by showing the
Russian people that there are hearts in Europe and that
there ara people there ready to help the stamng Russian
people,

But supposiog that it does strengthen the Soviet Gov-
ernwment, Is there any membaer of this Assembly who is
prepared to say that rather than help the Soviet Govern=
ment he will allow 20,000,000 people to starve to death?t
I challenge this Assembly to answer that guestion. The
situation |8 this: "In Canada this year the orop is so
good that Oanada will be abls to export three times as
@auoh as 1s nesessary to meot the diffioulty cansed by the
famine tn Russis.’ In the United States wheat is decam-
posing ini the farmera” stores beoauss they oannot find
purchasers for the surplus. In Argentine maize i3 lying
in sooh abundance that they cannot get rid of it, and it is
being used as fuel in locomotives bacause that is the orly
way in whish they oan uwse it. Between na and Amerioa

" shiph are lying idla$ we cannot find employment for them;
and on the other side, in the ‘east, twoenty or thirty
million paopls are starving to death.
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The Governments are not able to give £ 5,000,000! At |

this moment they cannot do it! They cannot find
amongst themselves this gum, which only means about
the amount whioch it costs to build a battleship !

Is it possible that Europe can sit quietly and do nothing
to bring that food over and save the people on the other
side? I consider that to be impossible. I feel convinced
that the people of Europe will compel the Governments
to reverse their decision, I believe that the greater
number of those Governments who are represented in
this room to-day will join the ranks of the few who have
alraady scted, For let me remind you that a number of
pmalier Governments ars already giviog help to relieve
the famine in Russia. [f they only sacrifice the cost of
haif a battalion of troops alone they would be able to find
tho money. They cannot doit? Then let them say so
frankly, but do not let them go on summoning committees
and conferences and discussing day after day and month
after month while people are dying.

Do try and imagine what it will be when the Russian
winter sets in in earness, and try and realise what it
means when no food is left and the whole population is
wandering through a barren land in search of food ; men,
women, and children dropping dead by thousands in the
frozen snow of Russia. Try and realise what this means.
If you have ever known what it is to fight against hunger
and to fight against the ghastly forces of winter you will
realise what it means and understand what the situation
will be. I am confident you cannot sit still and answer
with a cold heart that you are sorry and cannot help.

In the name of humanity, in the name of everything

.noble and sacred, I appeal to you who have women and
ohildren of your own to consider what it means to see
woman and children petrishing by the million. In this
place I appeal to the Government, to the peoples of Eu-
rope, to the whole world, for their help. Iasten to act
before it is too late to repent.”

The Manchester Guardian, reporting the speech

adds :

During this apeeoch Dr. Nansen seemed, in spite of the
hostility of osrtain delegates, to dominate the Assembly
as it has never beon dominated before. He was pale, and
feemed at times to master his emotion with difficulty,
especially when he alluded to his own experiences in the
northeen snows, battling against death by famine, When
he énded, the public galleries burst into uncontrollable

applause. It was the trinmph of the practical man with-

s heart over the theorists and doubters of the Assembly,
Quly one man in the Assembly; Corthin,the Serb, ventured
to ‘take up his challenge and declare roundly that he
would rather the Russian nation died than risk aiding the
Soviet Government. '

Butr it was the Corthins that prevailed.........

SELECTIONS

LUMBWA ANTI-INDIANS.

TREE following letter appears in the EFast African Chronicle
of Beptember 17 :—

818,—As most people are aware, many of the settlers in
Kenys are in financial distress, They possess farms, it is
true ; but they oannot realise any money on them for the
reason that Furopeahs have no money to invest and theae un-~
fortanate people are not allowed to sell any land to Indiana.
They have sunk their original oapital and in most oases com-
mitted themuelvea for further liabilities in the way of
wortgages. Now they have no mobey with which to mes,
their bills and are in the galling position of knowing that
they could do profitable business with Indians, whioh, how-
ever they are debarred from doing, st least openly. The
reason {s not far to seek, the only reason, namely, that would-
be purchasers are ooloursd people.

I am aware that almoat ali the European mni-rm-lim..a.ﬁ :
have taken advantage of Indians in one way o other, and
some of them are on frisndly terms with Indian leaders, .
Some are in business partnership with Indians, but that is.
kept dark. Why then do they carry on and seek to foment -
thin artificial agitation, and pretend to be vialently oppoged
to Indians owning land? Those whe caa afford to do tkhla
oalmly look on and see the amaller men being gradually frosen .
out, when by the halp of Indian capital they might be enableg
to carry on themselves, while giving eaterprising Indiana the -
opportunity of developing the country in their turn. Do these-
hypocritical European settlers care? Not they. Beaing that
while certain of them are agitating against the transfer of
land to Indians in the highlands, would it not be s good plan.
to form a syndicate, buy ou: the small and unsgocessful
farmers and so relieve them of their distresa? There wonld.
be less of ** the dog in the manger” in such a acheme, Aft
present Europeans will not help Europeans and will not sllow
Indians to come to their rescue, '

It is not likely that any such scheme will be promo{ed.
however, bacause thess very people will be oaly too willing to.
transfor to Indians, and will be first in the field if Me,
Churohill proves fair and just in his decision on the Indian
question, and has the oourage to take the bold and righteouns.
step.

T am convinced that before long, many who may differ
from me now, will be erying out, “Save us from our seif-atyled .
leadera, "—Yours ete,.

A D1BTRESSED EUROPEAN SETTLER,

THE NATIVE PROBLEM IN KENYA.

THE following is the Fast African Chronicle report of the
speech delivered by Mr. B. 8. Varma at the Pan-African
Congress which recently met in London :—

Mr. Varma, who is a member of the Indjan Dslegation at
present in London, said that the Africans of East Africa had
delegated him to represent their grievances befora the Oolonisl
Ofice and other societies. The Africans bad many problems.
First of all he would take the question of native reserves, He.
knew & reserve, Likipia, whore. the Europeans had taken
possession of the torritory and had shifted the natives of
Af;[ca. to some other place, Likipia had been very fertils and
the place given to them now in exchange was not so good as
Likipia. That was an opportanity for the Pap-African Con--
gress, if any further attempt should be made to dislodge the-
natives of africa from their land, .

Apg far as the native vote was oconcerned, the Africans.
were the ohildren of the soil and he would pat their intersss
before the interest of anybody else. It did not wmatter
whether they were Europeans or Asiatios; they were inter-
lopers in Afrioa. That was the position he tcok up, and their
eflorts should be to see that Africans should stand on their
own legs. Bo longas they did not, others were there; but.
beside that it was not right to be in that country. They could
glive thelr support economically up to the time the African
could take up the work of developmens. That was quite all"
right. That wae the position he took up; #t did not matter
whether they wers Europeans or Indians there in East Afrioa.
—he included Kenys Colony and Uganda, Zanzibar and
Tanganyika Colony, which used to be called German Hass.
Afrios, e ‘

In talking of Kenya Colony the population of natives was:
approximately 3,000,000; the population of Indians 23000;
and the population of Europeans was 9,000. They would see-
what he meant by putting those figures before them. Nine.
thounand setilers there wera.given the land mostly. Now,
Kenya Colony was not a white man's country because no
white labour could be used in that coloby. Consequently the-
European asttler, th ¢ Indian settler, or any other gottler had
to depend ultimately upon native labour and it was there the-
issue veached. They should remembsr that with an ever in-.
oreasing number of Evropean and Indian settlers they wanted
more native labour. Unfortunately the polioy whioh very re-
cently the British Government in East Afrisa had committed
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*iteslf to was a policy which he would sall “ back to slavery.”
‘It waa the policy of foroed Iabour. That was another danger
-against whioch the Pan-African Congress conld protsst. A
native was required to work about eighty-four days in a year
*before he got any exemption. On the other hand there was a
‘movernent on behalf of the European settler to reduce the
waged of the native. They would be surprised to learn what
they got now when wages were not reduced—six rupees and
ten rupees to the pounod. They conld just imagine it. And the
latest movs was %o reduce wages Btill further ty 33 per cent.
"That meant four rupees instead of six and ten rupees to the
pound (ories of “ robbery ”). These are facts and the thing
*which surprised him most was thit these ‘gentlemen wers
-supposed to bhe the protestors of the interests of native races.

The: natural result of the forced labaur, the " back to slavery "’

1policy, was registra:ion. He was simply surprised that
these things conld be done within the British Empire. As
opponernts of forced labopr, they knew that siavery degraded
tha slave owner as puoh as the slave. Ax a remult of this
tforoed labour, they found sbdses. The natlves retaliated. As a
'barrlster praotising in Nairobi, e vould not shut his eyes to
thoge abuses. A Eurcpean whe knooked out a native's eyes
wad fined thirty rupees, that was £35. A native who knocked
out the eye of a bull was sentenced to four menths, They
could deduoe from that what was the status of natives in ths
jadiocial eyes of the people thera. (A voice :* He I less than
an animal. ") .

Unfortunately, or fortunately, he was a member of theBoard
of Eduoation and there he had to fight for the education ofthe
native. Thers was 1o native on the Board of Educaticn in
Kenya Oolony. They would be simply surprised at the treat-
ment whea he said that their population was 8,000,000, the
European population 9,000~- and thers was an even groater
disparity bstween the numbers of native children aud Euro-
pean ohildren—and the uatives got for education one-fifth of
the money voted for Europeane. Counld shey believe it? That
was what they called a sense of equity and fair-play! And
this game had been played for the last fifteen yoars. Instead
of improving the little education of the ehildren of the soil,
they were reduced to the position of hewers of wood and
drawers of water. That was the gratest danger against which
they had to fight,

The position of Africans in East Africs was far from satis-
faotory and if the Congress wanted to watoh their Interests,
they should do it now, The Africans were not magters in their
owe houne, ( Voices: ** Not at all” and “ Nor in other parts
of Africn.™) He told them the ground was being cut away
from under their feer.

TOPICB OF THE WEEK.
a ' .

WE have seen with much pleasure
Plckating Brothets. g yoport from Amritsar by the
Bombay  Chronicle oorrespondent
there to the effect that picketing of brothels is be-
ing carried on over the whole city with remarkable
success and that in the face of threats of violence

the picketers have been able to dissuade visitors by {.
purely peaceful means to keep away from these |

houses. The women affected by the picketing re-
quested the magistrate to give them protaction, it
seems, but he rightly refused to interfere so long as
no complaint of assault or violence was mada. As
aresult & large number of them .are reported to
nave left the place and let ua hope they -will also
\eave the profession. We wish to see similar steps
saken in every oity. We understand that ‘some
7ears ago the Christian missionaries in Colombo
yrganised a vigilance committee, who, by determin-

'd peaceful pioketing, suoceeded in ridding the |

rort of its lurid plague spots. We commend their

‘4.

example to missionaries and Bther public workers
in India. It is work in which all sooial reformers
can join hands, whatever their other opinions be,

eare being taken to avoid objectionable methoda.
* * * '

WE wish to draw the attention of
Indlags represest gur readers to two extracts from the
‘ East African Chronicle which throw
an interesting light on the real character of the
anti-Indian -agitation which is carried on by some
Europeans in Kenya Colony. One is a letter from
a European which shows that there is a class of
settlers to whose interest it is that Indians should
not be prohibited from purchasing upland proper-
ties. The other is a summary of the speech deli-

vered by Mr, B. 8. Varma, a member of the East -

African Indian Delegation which recently visited
England, delivered at the Pan-African Congress
held in L.ondon in the first week of London. The
Native Africans requested him, his colleague and
Col. Wadgwood to represent them st this Congress:
The fact that the Native Africans chose the In-
dian Delegation to represent them. shows that they -
have full confidence in the Indians of the Colony .
and effectively proves the hollowness of the infer-
ested ory of the Europeans that the Indians are a
danger to the children of the soil.
Indians are asking for equal treatment with Euro--
peans nof only for themselves but for all civilised :
persons in the Colony. Therefore they have the
support of the natives.

Books of the Daj.

10: R'-‘-po
6-0-0

1. lndlan Egonomics- o
by Hon. Prof. V. Q. Kale, M, A., Fergusson Collega,
Poons., (3rd edition). ‘Demi 8 vo. pp. §20. Cloth
Bound. ‘ . ‘
Gokhale and Economic Retorms—
by Hon. Prof. V. G. Kale, M. 4., Fevrgusson College,
Poona. Crown 16 mo. pp. 250, Oloth Bound.
3. Indian Administration—
by Hon, Prof, V. (3. Kale, M. A., Fergusson College,
Poona ( 4th edition ). With additional ohapters
on the Reforms Acs. Demi 8 vo. pp. 528. Cloth
Bound.
The Retorms Explained— ) )
by Hon. Prof. V. G. Kale, M. A., Fergusasn College,
Poona, Demi 8 wo.pp. 100.
5. Indian lndastrial snd Economic Problems— 1-8-0
" by Hon. Prof. V. &.'Kale, M. A, Fergusson College,
Poona. {2nd edition). Crown 16 mo. pp. 340,
6 India’s War Finance and Post-War Problents-—
by Hon. Prof. V. Q. Kals, M. A, Fergusson Collega,
Poona. Crown 16 mo. pp. 164. Cloth Bound.
7.. Corrency Reform in India— .
by Hon. Prof V., G. Kale, M. A., Ferguason College,
Poona. Crowa 16 mo. pp. 120. -

3-0-0

1-0-0

1-0-0

8.. Writings and Speeches of the Iate Hon. R. B. G. V. Joshi,
Domi 8 vo, pp. 1400. Cloth Bound. 5-0-0
9. Writings and Speaeches of Sir N. G. Chandavarkar, 2-8-0

Demi 8 vo. pp. 660. Cloth Bound.

{ N. B.—The above prices do not include postags, which
wiil be extra.)

These books oan be had of >—
1. The Aryarbhashan Press, Poona City.
2. The Bombay Vaibhav Press, Bombay 4.

The fact is the .

2-0-0.

2-0.0 -

1
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" ORD-EREAT ONCE JUST ARRIVED.

THE bWARTHMORE - NEW ERA SERIES.

International Hardbooks. . What$I Saw in Russia,
. By George Lansbury.
Nationalisation of Mines,

Can ses-of International War.-

:"‘ Bj G L_QWQ§ Diﬂkinﬂon By;Ftank Hodges.,
Patriotism{andSuper-State, { Secretary,}Miner's Federation.)
"~ By T L. Stocks. After the. Peace.
Nationalism By H. N. Brailsford.
By G. P. Gooch. : AiPolicy for the Labour Party.
Germany in, Rexolution,. 1 - _ By Ramsay Macdonald.
By L. E. Matthaei. Labour and National Finance.

By Philip Snowden..
:Public[Ownership of the Higher Trade
By Greenwood. .
The NewLabour QOutlook.

Economig Imperialism,
By L. S. Wolf,

{ ThejWorkers{International,

By:R. W. Postgate, By Robert Williama,

Unifying the World; Direot Kotion
By G, N. Clark. , .BY Mellors ' 2
Diplomacy Old andiNew. . %A New]Aristocracy of Comredship, ;’
By, George Young, By Paine:
B8, 2:+3+0 eagh. | Es..3-15+0 each,. !
Apply“sharp:to '

TAGOREI&; Co., I0ZEsplanade, MHDRHS.N

Post !Boxr, 208; e e

——5, GUT ME OUT

nd :
THE DEAF HEAR! B oo Tack oy B on padress,

(AND THE HEAD NOISES CEASE) || | 1,701 birgyom s LE' P, one cOSSH sk sury
by using the new remedy called “ EUS- wear and hendsome ever made, P econoraosl, har
TOL, *’ one box of which is sufficiént to Test them nny wa.y yon plenae—Why not nge it s trial ¥
completely cure any ordinary case. This 1;:3‘!‘;“ s
wondeli)rful ointment is ?repared dfr?..m ;ha sravssons
valuable prescription of a noted London

. ear specialist, and has permanently cured hu EHINDU LHW
! numerous severe oases of deafness and ( 3rd Edition. )

head-noises, where others have utterly

failed. Every sufferer should certainly BY

try it, for its efficacy is beyond question.. : J. R. GHARPURE, Esq., B. A. 1L B.,

Send for a box to-day, Price Rs. 4. High Court Vakil, Bombay.
Address—*.EUSTOL,” The Bungalow, f]. Price Rupees Ten, Postage Extra.

Copies can be hall at :—

The Aryabhusha.n Press, Poona City.

—_— &’@3 - rEaDY )
' ‘ BOOK~KEEPING & SHORT~-HAND BOOKS |}

O'I]II' ency . Reform 1n- Indla l With Complete Explanations and hints within Rs. 10

Tyler's Green, Godstone, Surrey.
ENGLAND;,

BY only. Hoelpful to Students to learn the samewithout the
Prot. V. G. KALE aid of & Teacher at home. Apply to:

TEx TYFISTS AND COMMEROIAL-TODTORS
Price Re. One. L Barods, 25,
The Aryabhushan:Press, Poona City. e — T —

Printed at the Arya-Bhushan Press and.published at * The:Servant of India * Office,
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