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TOPICS OF THE WEEK.

WHAT Mr. Gandhi wished to lay down in law
his followers have brought about in practice in the
Madras Presidency. Tho Congress having adopted
the programme of non-co-operation, mo-one who
does nos carry out in his own person that portion of
the programme which nearly concerns him should
be antitled to hold responsible office in the Congress
organisations. That waa Mr. Gandhi's desire, but
it was foiled by the leading Nationalists of Madras
and Poona, who naturally saw in such a resolution
their own political extinction. Mr. Gandhi gave
in for the moment, but his disciples, the true non-
co-perators, have begun the process of weeding out
pseudo-non-co-operators from the Congress execu-
tive. In Madras the editor of the Hindu, who in
his personal conduet has been maintaining a ‘con-
sistently dafiant attitude towards non-co-operation
is the first to be thrown out Suek a sorting-out
was surely needed to purify the movement and $o
put it on a secure foundation. If non-co-operation
is to be tried, let it at least have a fair chance.

- * L 2

IT is very funny to see Mr, Gandhi putting up
the vendors of abkari licences to approach the
Government for a refund of their licence fes. On
acoount of the picketing campaign the contractors
have suffered a losa. Now, picketing;, in theory at
loast, means nothing more than an intensified use
of moral suasion. Persuasion has always been
allowed by law and the cantractors when they bid

always take into acoount the possibility of persus- .

sion being used on a large scala, M=z Gandhi does
not oertainly mean that any other msethod than
persuasion is being foilowed. by the picketa We
also hear that in Poona at least those who came
forward to take part in the auotion were warned by

-{he Collector of a likelihood of picketing being
orgsnised. I$ is difficult {0 understand how in
these circumstances the contractors can claim a
refund. Even if any part of the lossi which they
have sustained is of such a character that Govern.
ment shonld make it np, we do not know yet the
extont of the loss which has resnlted. And, further,
whatever compensation the abkari contractors may
be entitled to receive, we fail to see how Mr.
Gandhi can go so much against his principle as
to advise them to apply to Government. They are
not non-co-operators; it is open to them to take
Government's money, he says. People are now-
adays made co-operators or non-oo-operators just as
it may suit the convenience of the moment. But
Mr. Gandhi at any rate is & non-co-operator. Can
he consisiently give them such advice, just to obtain
a respite for picketing volunteers.

- *® 0@

MR. KELEAR has the best of reasens to: resent
the Working Committee's' resolution * unneces-
sarily (?) bringing under judgment the conduoct"’
of certain persons, as his own conduct was involy-
od in the resolution. But his protest, which is now
formally submitted to the All-India Congress Com-
mittes, really proves too much. In frying to prove
that the boyoott of law courts, carried to the length
to whioh the Working Committee seeks to carry it,
is unreasonable and impracticable, he really proves
that the whole programme of non-co-operation. as
-coneaived by Mr. Gandhi is futile and injurious to
.the-best interests of the country. Instead of resist-
‘ing the attempts .0f  Governments. to put. national
workers hors de combat, why should we, he asks,
by our own action help such attempts? Non-
.oo-operation is certainly not meant, he says, “to
facilitate the designs of Government upon politieal
workers, but to accentuate the fight to the point -of
maximum resistance to Government such as may
bo: compatible with non-violence.” And there is
much more in this strain.. What he says of boycott
of law: courts applies with equal or greater force to
the. boycott of councils or the boycott of schools, and
‘Mr, Kelkar's opposition to one form of non-co-
operation, because he is personally implicated init,
must really be taken to extend to all forms of non-
co-operation, for they are al based upon the prin-

eiple of non-resistance, which he abhors.
» * - L ]

MR. JINNAH evidently is no believer in the
.dootrine that Indians must not breathe a word of

censure againsé popular movements in India fo
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English audiences, but must present a united front
to the English people; for in his speech at the
Caxton Hall the other day he took, we are told,
“ very considerable exception ” to the programme of
non-co-operation, He took up the several items in
this programme and declared that all of them had
failed and were bound to fail. Indeed, his condemn-
ation of the non-co-operation movement was no less
strong than the Liberal condemnation of it; only
his violent disapproval is too seldom expressed to
incur popular odium. However, the leaders of non-
co-operation are well aware that in Mr. Jinnah their
movement has an adversary quite as relentless in
his hostility as can be found anywhere. Mr. Jinnah
no doubt qualifies his opposition to the new movement
by the statement, - which he repeated at Caxton Hall,
that he is in favour of the prineciple of non-co-opera-
tion: such qualifying clauses will, however, deceive
nobody. For what remains of the principle of non-
co-operation after a detailed denunciation of every
conceivable ‘application of if, except that ome
should offer constitutional opposition to every Gov-
ernment measure which requires opposition? In
this sense every one supports non-co-operation, and
Mr. Jinnah need not single himself out from other
opponents of non-co-operation as assuming a pecu-

liar attitude to the movement.
* * *

HE even promised his hearers to give a detail-
ed scheme of the kind of non-co-operation he would
support; and the correspondent who reports his
speech says that “ Mr. Jinnah was a long time
coming to his own constructive proposals.” The
fact is, that he has no alternative to suggest except
that of constitutional opposition. So, the corres-
pondent tells us, * it ultimately appeared that in his
opinion the Congress party ought to have seized the
opportunity of capturing the legislative councils at
the racent elections”™ and opposed all unjust
measures of Government. But this policy is iden-
tical with what the Liberals are pursuing at the
presert moment. Thus, both in his negative criti-
cism and positive proposals, Mr. Jinnah takes up
the same position as the Liberals, and the definite
suggestions which he made in his leoture with a
view to the Indian setilement are of the same kind
as those which wers put forward, e. g., by the U. P,
Liberal Association the other day. Nor does he think
that constitutional methods have entirely failed
and that recourse must therefore be had to extra-
constitutional measures. On the contrary he feels
that, ac a result of the influence exerted by the new
legislatures, a different spirit has come over the
European officials the true significance of which is
not sufficiently recognised. For instance, Govern-
menf has apologised for the excesses committed by
officials in the Punjab. Those he said, who thought
this was a small matter were very much mistaken.
In such constitutional action, he declared, lay their

salvation for.the present.
- » L ]

IT is superfiuous to examine in detail the de-
mands which Mr. Jicnah has made, but one can-

%

not help noticing that among these demands

there is no definite proposal as to how the Khilafat

wrong oan be rectified. - Again, he blames thse

Khilafatists for making a religious question of
what is wholly a political matter. Nor does he

support the Congress demand for immediate swaraj.
He asks for a further instalment of reforms, but only
for an instalment, and that, again, to come not
immediately but after three years. Among the con-
structive proposals which he makes is the one for
the prevention of the recurrence of atrocities such
as took place in the Punjab. He understands that
a military manual has been prepared which pro-
vides the necessary safeguards, and he asks that if
it cannot be published it may be shown in con-
fidence to a few select people who may afterwards
issue a manifesto expressing their satisfaction with
its terms. We believe that Mr. Jinnsh is imper-
fectly seized with facts about the military manual.
It cannot be and is mot intended to be & con-
fidential decument. Its revised versicn must be, as
the present one is, available to the public. Mr.
Jinnah is wrong in supposing that there must be
something secret in 8 military manual. The English
military manusal, which clearly indicates the
limitations upon the use of force in case of a riot,
is published for general information; and so must
the new Indian manual be.

L ] - L ]
IN the Times of June 29 appears a letter from

Mr. Jinnah in which he practically summarises
the points of his lecture. In this letter there is one
point, not mentioned in the lecture, which deserves
attention. He suggests that the present councils
should be dissolved and fresh elections held. One
has often heard of this suggestion being talked
about in whispers, but it is put forward now for the
first time under influential auspices. Now, what is
the raison d'étre of this proposed dissolution of
councils ? Is it because they are not fully repre-
sentative ? If they do not contain representatives
of a certain section of politicians, it is so by a free
choice of the latter. They were implored by the

Liberals to contest the elections; but they were
taught by Mr. Gandhi to believe that councils were

death-traps, and they did believe so. The conditions
which necessitated then the boycott of council elec-
tions remain now and would persist even when Mr,

Jionah’s requests are fully granted. If non-co-
operators now take part in the elections on the pre-

sent councils being dissolved, they will do so mnot

because any change in the conditions which now
makes co-operation desirable, but only because they

have ceased to believe in non-co-operation. We

do not think, however, staunch non-co-operators

will look upob such a proposal with favour; those

who make this proposal only show thereby that

they are bitterly regretting their own abstention

from elections. Goverament, wo are sure, will at

once put any such suggestion out of court; for it

will not pacify genuine non-co-operators, whom

alone, if at all, Government will try to pacify.
* * -*
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INthe Commons debate on the work of the Im-~
perial Cabinet on Jume 17,  India figured promi-
nently. Moen of differing views like Sir John Rees,
Sir T. Bennett and Col. Wedgwood united in in-
sisting on the recognition by the Cabinet of India's
equality of statns with other Dominions.
named, who is the most conservative of the three
and who could not understand why Japan should

not be aliowed to annex Korea, laid down the broad.

principle that  when you have many nations eon-
stituents of one Empire, you must provide for equal’
status for them in all parts of that Empire,” and as
au instance of the apblication of this principle he:

hoped that * on all occasions .whenever the two

races (one black and the other white) come together
at loast thera shall be: no possibility in future of
reserving an ares of a country for what is called
white ocoupation.” Bir John does mnot think that

there is anything in the white skin which can be re-.-

garded as indicative of a superior moral virtue; on
the contrary, he reminded the House that “ through-
out a great part of the world a white skin is looked

upon as a sort of leprous eccentricity which is by
Ia--

no means regarded as beautiful or superior.”
dians do not cherish any such valgar prejudice, but

they certainly do not regard the whites as neces- .

sarily supsrior to the blacks.
- . -

CoL. WEDGWOOD thus defined the eguality . of

status, that ** every British citizen, whether he be.
brown or whether he be white, has a right to anm .

equal vote, to equal justice before the law, to aqual
treatment.” The best way to seocure equal rights
for Tndia in the Dominions is, he says, for the
British Governmen! $o accord such rights in. the

Crown Colonies and then to leave India to use re.:
taliatory measures against the Dominions if they do -

not yield to the voice of reason. “ The acceptance

by us,” Col. Wedgwood observed, “ of the prinociple -

of equal rights, of equal statas doss not involve cur
going to Mr. Hughes and telling him he must let

Indians into Australia or elss the British Empire

will break dowa. It does not depend upon our

coercing South Africa even -into that.elementary.:

justice of giving votes ta-our Indian fellow.subjects

in South Afriea. Let India apply to South Africa,-

if she chooses, the same regulaticns that South
Africa applies to India.” . What scope there is.for
suoch reciprocity has not .yet been fully explored,

but it is at least clear. that before England pleads .

inability to interfere in the domestic concerns of
the Dominions, she must. give ,equal rights to
Indians in colonies directly governed by her.

= oo

THE latest move of the British Medieal Council
is quite in keeping with its traditional policy of

straining every nerve to keep the I. M. S. as a olose

preserve for Europeans. It has now suggested that
medical degrees of Indian. Universities should be-

made non-registrable in the: United Kingdom un-
less the maternity training obtainable in our medi-

oal colleges is brought up to.the standard in British _

Colleges - by February nmext. . If parried, into

The fiest-"

effect, the proposal will result in making competi-
tion by Indians for the J. M S. examination a
matter of great difficulty. Graduates of Indian
Universities ¢an at present appear for this examin-
ation without being put to the necessity of acquir-
ing a British degree. Indeed, cases are known in
which they have passed this examination within
six months of their reaching England. The proposal
of the British Medical Council, in case it mafteri-
alises, will not only deprive promisingIndians ef the-
facility they have been enjoying for years past, but
will place an additional obstacle in their way. If
will moreover blast the chance of graduates holding -
Indian medical degrees now have of starting private
practice in the United Xingdom. Indian publicists
have been demanding both in the Press and on the
platform that the I. M. S. examination, being. in-
tended mainly as a reeruiting ground for service in
India, should be helad in this country rather than.in
England.- :So far from supporting this demand, the
British Medical Council aims at restricting the ad-
mission of Indians in the I. M. S. as much as pos-
sible by such questionable taetics. We have no
doubi Indian publio opinion, especially the medical
profession in India, will not be slow in giving et-
pression to its strong dlsapproval of the C‘ouncﬂ'
activmas
. i ' g 3 k] E i
- -AS & sure means of inviting the attention of the
Government to the serious defects and draw-backs
in the Poona drainage and water supply works, Mr.
Kelkar has suggested the non-payment of further
munioipal instalments towards the liquidation of
the loan advanced by Government for the purpose.
His motion will shortly form a subject of discussion
in the ldcal mutioipality ; but whatever its fate, it
shows how the municipality: having despaired of
securing due relief by the usual means, is forced to
resort to this extrerhé method. It is time the Gov-
ernment paused to consider if their- officers charged
with the execution of the whole scheme have pro-
perly acquitted themselves.. It is a matter of com-
mon knowledge that not long ago' Poona was noted
for its healthy and bracing olimate; so much so that
for middle-class people  in the neighbouring pro-
vinea of Berar and C. P. it did duty more or less as
a sanatorium.  All that is ohanged and it has now-
becoms the hot-bed of malaria and similar other
complaints,” Its' health has deteriorated and its:
mortality has proportionately increased. Thé per-
colation of lakhs of gallons of water gonsequent on
the leaking settling tanks and the defective and in-
complete drainage for 'the oity is promoting the
spread of discease among the inhabitants; and the
sooner steps are taken to check its growth, the
better for all concerned. The Government wants to
keep the actual management of the works in its
own handsin the hope that it will ensure their
efficient upkeep. The experience of the people how-
ever points quite the other way. It'is to be hoped
that the Government will look into the matter and

restore the city to its former health.
Y S I
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YOLUNTARY AND COMPULSORY
EDUCATION.

IT ie admitted on all hands that universal primary

education cannot become possible in a day ; it will

take at least ten or twelve years for all children of

sohool age to he brought undar.instrugtion. The main

difficulty is that of finance. The vast inorease in

the present resources that will be. nesded to make

oducation availahle to all; can come abouf only.

gradyally. In the meantime - the gquestion that

arises for oonsideration is how much money oan be
spared altogether for being expended upoa primary

education, and in what propertion it should be
divided between direct compulsion and extension
on a voluntary basis. It may be assumed that, in

the new régime, compulsion will soon form an impor-

tant feature of the educational system of all pro-.
winces; but it cannot be altogethar eompulsion. For,

in the first fow years, compulsion will have to be

confined to municipal towns and large. villages. If all;
the available funds are applied tathe introdugtion of

ocompulsion in towns and big villages, the rural.
tracts not included in the ares of campulsion will.
suffer. On the other band, tducation eanmat pro-
oeed en the sole basis of voluntary extension, for in

that case many localities which are quite ripa for

compulsion will have unnecessarily to wait till the

progamme of expansion is worked -ouf, in full.

Thus, it is elear that the interim measures whiock:
axe npoessary with a view to the eventual establiah~

ment of a complete national system of edmeation,
will partake in most provinces of both compulsion

ang extension on & voluntery basis; apd; the pro-

blem i§, how should the funds at the disposal of the

Education Minister be allooated to these two pro-

grammes ? It is of course impossible te . determine

apon any fixed ratie for all provinces, but the pros

portionate ugefulness of adopting: either measure.
may be considered:

It may at first sight appesr that, it. is unneces-
sary -and inadvisable to adopt. compulsion till ex-
pansion. on, a. non-compulsory. basis- has. exhausted:.
itsglf. It may be thoughtthat if, as soon as. your
open ngw: schoals, they:filli with scholars, there is
olaarly 1o need for enforeing compulgion; compul-;
sion. is after all an ewil, though, in; certain. eincum..
stgnces, a necessary evil. If, then; you oannot:
arrive-at unjversal- education in one beund; but
have necessarily ta reach-it. by saveral sucoessive.
steps, why should. you. segk, in the intermediate .
stages, to feree: education on,those' whe: are uns:
willing te receive it when:there' are. quite emomgh::
whom you.oan.first approach; whe are-willihg, nay |
angious, to-have the advantages:of edireation:? The-
objestion:is:therefore raised, not-always | by people.
who aze opposed; ty compulsioner:ge, that there: is:.
still wide sonpe; fon the extension-of. educastion on: &..
voluntary basisi and tha till:the. maximum, use: is
made of the latter; compulsien shouid notbesdopted:.
Thage.whe..urgs: syoh - an, objectien:.are: nok. fuily!:
alive to the comparative mezits of the two .methods: .
In villages where education is practically unknown,

wholesale compulsion cannot immediately be in-

/| troduced, but in placed whiare edacation has already

made some amount of progress, it is nasier and less
costly to bring all the children of those localities to

.school than to tap new areas and o provide educa-

tional fmoilifies in them. A given amount of
money will £o much farther when applied to en-
faroing compnlsion in.an area which has already
made some advanct in éducation, than when
applied to the estahlishment of schools in an edu-
cationally virgin area, That is to say, the former
process will bring, at the same ¢ost, a much larger
number of scholars under the influence of edusa-
tion than fhe latter process, and, therefore, when
the funds a} our disposal are limited, it will be
more economical to spend them on compulsory edu-
cation in tracts which are vipe for it than on
voluntary education in trasts in which there is no
general appreciation of edueation. Although volun-
tary eduoation has not yet penefrated the lower
‘strata, still complaint.is. héard in some pravinces
‘that the seheols started éven in big villages con-
taining from 500 to 1,000 population are languish-
‘ing for lack of local intereste 'We believe that the
‘experience of Bombay is not dissimilar; the atten-
dance in several schools is too poor to make good
work possible. It is only when there is good and
regular attendance that efficiency can be main-
‘tained, and-it is often: found ‘that. in some rural
tracts wherd schools rave recantly been opened, not
only is thé number of scholars unsatisfactory but
the quality of education js infarfor. This shows that
‘there are real limitations om the spread of edu-
‘cation without the aid of compulsion.

Whiab wo have said abowe with regard to the
'ecunomical nae: of money applies'with tenfold force
to the adoption .of the two-shifts systern. With
25% ndditional  expenditure, we: can by means of
this systam. increasd the namber of scholars by 1007,
the same buildings and the samae teaching ataff be-
ing used for tworsetsof pupile. Clearly thers is no
room, for a:double-shifts system im & place where
.onky onerschoolcan goon. To utilise this system
to the full, we must seldct;plaves where'rtiore schools
will be required: thax we: cax afford to conduct with
the reseurces st ouy: command. It will therefore
‘have the utmost:scope in- towns or. villages where
the number of pupiis' in schoocls adinits of & large
‘inorease; but where the increase will entail expense
‘beyond; ol .capatity to-beas: It isthus found tbat’
in: the Bombay Presidency; with:atwo-thirds grant
from Governmanrt, wo ¢an sover almast. the! whols
field of primrery-education.at meanly the same cost
to municipalities as at present,- if we adopt the
'system of double’ shifts" ( leaving .out: of: asocount,
fop the preseht; the additionsl' 'expendituse’ due to
{nerements ih the -salavies of primany teachers’).
The introdustion of sompulsion is thus brought wall
withia the-bsuhds of practioabllity in- munieipad-.
areas, and with noserfousadditiontto: the ‘present:
‘soale ‘of expenditure; manisipalities ‘edw bring all-
the ohildrén. ofi-school age inty sohool ; that is;
'they can:provids education for'the-rémaining* 60 %
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children who do not attend school at present, Com-
para to this the additional expenditure that will be
required in opening new schools in villages which
are not yet endowed with schools, and see how
many scholars will avail themselves of sucn schools
there. Measured in the number of pupils that will
be brought to school, it is clear that the results that
will be yielded by the former process will be far
superior to those that will be yielded by the )atter
process., Ignoring, for the present, all other consi-
derations, we can assert that our object of bringing
the largest number of scholars under instruction
will be bast served by devoting the money that we
can spare for this purpose to enforcing compulsion
in loealities which are sufficiently advanced in edu-
cation to admit of the introduction of compulsion.

But other considerations cannot be altogether
ignored. Although it is doubtless true that it is
proportionately more economical to introduce com-
pulsory education in advanced areas than to extend
education on a voluntary basis in areas not so ad-
vanced, it would be highly unjust to leave the pre-
sent educational destitution of backward areas un-
remedied, and to devote all the moaies available to
the betterment of advanced areas alone. Itwill in
efflect mean making the rich richer and- the poor
poorer—comparatively. Till now no serious com-
plaint was made of making education compulsory in
urban areas at the cost, so it will doubtless be repre-
sented, of rural areas, because the rate of progress in
general has been much too slow. Butif now we in.
tend to spend much larger amounts on education and
to quioken the rate, the gross injustice that will be
entailed by the exclusiveapplication of all the funds
that may be forthooming to compulsory education in
urban areas will be felt and must be avoided. Some
portion of these funds ought to be applied to the ex-
tension of education in rural areas on a voluntary
basis; and in opening more schools care must be
taken not to starve altogether any large area. If an
extensive programme of eduoational expansion is to
be,undertaken, necessarily more taxes will have to
be levied, and in such taxation the rural classes
also will have to bear their share. It is therefore
necessary, if we have to devote the greater portion
of the money to compulsory education in localities
which are more favourably situated, that the villa~
gers should be satisfied. that if they have mnot yet
had a school in their village, they -have it in the
vicinity, and that after a short space of time their
own village will boast of a school. It is only when
such a feeling is induced in them that it will be
pussible to impose a general cess on land revenue,
and it is diffioult to see, when such a huge task lies
in front of us, how it can be avoided. Our purpose
here i{s to show the neocessity for appurtioning the
money available for primary education between
compulsory and vnluntary education, keaping in
view the larger roeturn which the former yields, It
is time that our educationists ‘decided in what
ratio the money should be divided and Ly what
steps our progress towards universal education
should be completed.

FACTORY LEGISLATION IN INDIA—L

IF there is one problem more than another, on the
satisfactory solution of which depends in a very
large measure, firatly, the allaying of the present
discontent and unrest in the whole world, and,
secondly, the future universal peace and prosperity,
it is labour. It hasbecome a mighty force which
it is impossible 0 ignore. Never, perhaps, has it
organised iiself in such an extraordinary manmner
as now. Labour is determined to win for iiself a
position of equality with other factors of industrial
development. It has already begun fo assert itself
and make its influence felt in all directions. .And
the day is notfar off when labour will have ‘gained
its legitimate place in the industrial world.

To attain this natural position, which has

aiready been secured to a large extent by western
labour, Indian labour has yet a great leeway to
make up. An awakening has taken place, and
Labour is impressed with the necessity of organisa-
tion. Labour unions have been and are being
forined in great industrial centres. Strikes and
lock-outs, the lawful weapons in western countries,
are resorted to for the redress of grievances. Labour
has its representatives in the Legislative Assembly
and the provincial legislatures created by the
Reforms Act of 1919. Indian labourhas thus begun
woll. It has, however, to carry its organisation to
a high pitch of efficiency and to secure the moral
support of the public. It has also to obtain its
legal position in the syes of the law.
. At this psychological moment in the history of
Indian labour has been introduced in the Indian
Legislature a bill * further to amend the Indian
Faagtories Act, 1911, This bill is the direct result
of the Draft Conventions passed by the Internation-
al Labonr Conference held at Washington in 1919,
under the auspices of the International Labous
Organisation of the League of Nations. It is one
of the important measures with far-reaching resalts
that will be considered during the comwing session
of the Indian Legislature ; and as such it deserves
careful study. But before proceeding to do so, it
would be advantageous to review briefly the history
of Indian Faoctory legislation so that we may be
able to get a correot idea as to how far the present
bill takes us; and in what respects it falls short
of our expectations and the necessities of the
time,

The time when India began tc move in the
direction of developing her textile and jute indus-
tries unfortunately coincided with the time when
England’s textile industry had enormously grown
and her export trade in that commodity had found
in India & very good market. The result was a
regular conflict of commercial interests between
India and England. This conflict continued until
Indian Factory legislation reached such a stage
that Lancashire was convinced that its export trade
to India had nothing to fear. This struggle con-
stitutes a sad chapter in the history of Indian
labour legislation, and, we are afraid, has added
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not a little to a feeling of bitterness between the
two countries. We shall have further occasion to
refer to and critise the action of Lancashire in this
matter. We simply note this fact here in order to
remind ourselves while treating this subject that
unlike other countries, India had to reckon with a
powerful factor, viz. Lancashire, when she had fo
find an issue out of the conflict between labour and
capital. ‘

Since the beginning of the latter half of the
last century, the cotton industry in India began to
make rapid progress. In 1818 the first cotton mill
was started in Bengal; and Bombay established
her first mill in 1851, By 1880 there were as many
as 58 cotton and spinning mills and 22 jute mills in
India, with over 70,000 men daily working therein.
The great prosperity that this new industry brought
to the millowners tempted them to run their mills
for from 13 to 16 hours in some cases. The Col-
lector of Broach repurted, in 1875, cases from his
own district in which some of the ginning mills
ased to work ‘20 out of 24 hours, Sundays and
week days.” The result was obvious. The output
increased; and English capitalists thought that
their export trade with India was seriously
threatened. Agitation was started both in England
and India almost simultaneously for the regulation
of factory labour and for shortening hours of work.
About the year 1872-73, Mr. Redgrave, H. M. Inspec-
tor of Factories, first drew the attention of the
English public to the factory conditions in India
and declared :—"It is well that the Legislature
should step in while the industry is, so to speak, in
its infancy, and by wise and moderate regulations
stop the growth of habits of long hours and of the
employment of child labour.” -Major Moore, Ins-
pector-in-Chief of the Bombay Cotton Department,
did in India what Mr. Redgrave did in England :
but instead of proposing new legislation, he thought
that a secfion added to the existing Act would be
sufficient. A deputation of the Manchester Cham-
ber of Commerce waited upon the then Secretary of
State for India in 1874, imploring him to repeal the
import duty on cotton goods and commending the
subject of factory legislation to the best attention
of the Bombay Government. The matter, however,
did not stop here. Parliament was next approached.
A question in the Commons in 1874 and another
next year forced the Secretary of State to direct the
Bombay Government * to enquire into, and report

on, the present condition of system of work in the*

factories in Bombay and its vicinity, with a view
10 determining whether any legislation is neces-
sary for regulation of the hours of labour, especially
in the case of women, young persons, and children,
for the protection of labourers against accidents,
for the proper ventilation and sanitation of the
factories, and generally for improving the condi-
tion of the workpeople employed.” The Bombay
(Government accordingly appointed a Commission
in the samea year which presented its report within
four months. They found that the machinery was
protected fairly well, that the children above 8

were generally employed, that the hours of work
were from sun-rise to sunset with half an hour for
midday rest, that the working days Jduring the year
amounted to between 300 and 320, and that the
health of the operatives was generally good. The
Commission found themselves divided on the ques-
tion of legislation. The President and another
member (Dr. Thomas Blaney) were in favour of &
simple legislative enactment. The majority were
of the opinion that legislation was unnecessary.
The Bombay Government, therefore, decided to
shelve the question.

But the comuercial interests of Kngland
would not allow the question {0 be shelved. They
succeeded in raising it againin the House of Lords.
The view put forward on this occasion by the Earl .
of Shaftesbury deserves to be quoted here, as it
well illustrates the motives that prompted the Earl
and men of his ilk to take interest in the Indian
factory question. * We must bear in mind,” said
the noble Earl, “that India has the raw material
and cheap labour; and if we allow the manufac-
turers there to work their operatives 16 or 17 hours
and put them under no restrictions, we are giving
them a very unfair advantage over the manufac-
turers of dur own country, and we might be under-
sold, even in Manchester itself, by manufactured
goods imported from the East.”

A counter agitation on the part of those who
were deeply concerned with the Indian textile
industry, followed close upon the Lancashire agi-
tation. The Chambers of Commerce of Bombay,
Calcutta, and Madras and the Bombay Millowners’
Association strongly protested against the unneces-
sary meddling of Lancashire. They declared that
factory legislation would only check the progress of
an industry that was growing rapidly. The majority
of the local Governments, also, were not in favour
of introducing any legislation.

But, at last, the Government of India prepared
in September 1877 the first draft of a bill “to pro-
teot children and young persons employed in fac-
tories.” * This left,” to quote Mr. A. G. Clow of
the Government of India, *‘ the lower age of child-
ren blank and fixed the upper age of children at
11 and of * young persons*’ at 14 ; but as no differ-
ence was made in the draft. between children and
young persons this distincticn was superfluous.
The draft permitted children and young persons fo
work only 8 hours, limited the hours of females to
10 and provided one holiday in 7 days. In a second
draft prepared in January 1878, the provisions
relating to females and holidays were cut out along
with some sanitary provisions, but a clause was
added requiring notice of injuries to children and
young persons. This clause was widened in the
third draft (May 1878) so as to require injuries to
all employees to be notified; and in July 1878 the
final draft was prepared for issue. This restricted
the hours of work of a child to 6 and for a young
person to 8 and provided that the lower age for a
child should be 7 in 1879 and 8 years thereafter.”
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The bill in its final form was introduced in the
Imperial Legislative Council on the 7th November
1879.

R. R. BAXHALE.

A LETTER FROM LONDON,
{ FROM OUR OWN CORRESFONDENT.)
LoxDoN, JONE 30.
LEAGUE OF NATIONS ANNIVERSARY.

LAST Saturday was the second anniversary of the
inauguration of the League of Nations, and it was
celebrated in characteristic British fashion by a
great assembly at Hyde Park, when at different
platforms large gatherings were addressed by some
of the most prominent men in our public life. They
united to emphasise the spiritual meaning of the
League, in spite of its imperfections, and the grave
danger to mankind unless its promises were fulfilled
and its contracts implemented.

In the House of Commons this week, Mr.
Montagu gave particulars regarding the coolie
‘troubles in Assam and Bengal, but definitely laid
down the principle that the liability and responsi-
bility for breach of contract by a cuolie owing fo
gross misrepresentation must mot fall upon the
Government of India. . . Mr. Monfagn was not to
be caught in Sir Charles Yate’s net by supplying a
-definition of bogus candidates to the Councils. He
will not meanwhile decide what steps shounld be
‘taken to prevent freak candidatures at future elec-
tions. That was a matter that the Government of
India would doubtless look to in due course. The
present system of emigration will continue to Cey-
1omn, pending the passing of the Emigration Bill
But this whole matter will need careful watohing.
Mr. Rupert Gwynne is still anxious to know who
suthorised the inoclusion of Mr. 5. M. H. Kidwai in
the Islamio delegation from India, and what was
the cost. Some members were quite disturbed be-
.oause Mr. Montagu was not there to answer ques-
tions that they were not present to put. It did not
seem to occur to them that he was attending the
Imperial Confersnoce at the time. The Indian Divorce
Bill has now passed both Houses of Parliament and
should become law at any moment.

Mg. SASTRI'S SPEECHES.

Mr. Sastri had a very fine reception at the Em-
pire Parliamentary dinner the other night, His
-speech at the conclusion of the proceedings in re-
sponse to the toast of India was received with ac-
clamation, and was generously applauded by the
Lord Chancellor, who presided. It certainly con-
trasted with the somewhat pedestrian platitudes of
at least one of his Dominion colleagues, who, so I
am told, spoke more in the manner of a country
squire addressing a village political meeting than
o responsible statesman addressing a distinguished
audience. The E'rening Standard comments that “by
-common consent™ Mr. Sastri's speech was the best
of the evening. When he rose to speak, everyone,
guest and host alike, rose to pay him oourtesy.
Perhaps out of these little things more results ensue

than out o_f greater and more formal oceasions.

At the Empire Development Parliamentary
Committee’s dinner, last week, Mr. Sastri, respond-
ing on behalf of India, thought that the fact that he
was there was evidence of the recognition of India’s
advance towards Dominion status. He was of

-opinion that despite temporary aberrations, India’s

loyalty to the Empire was deep and true. She felt -
that within the Empire she could attain to the full
height of her political aspirations. . But if that
ambition were to be achieved, the Empire must
stand for something higher than a mere comity of
white peoples. It must transcend race and colour.
No lesser ideal would do. The speech, which made
a great impression, was received with loud applause.
THE IRISH SETTLEMENT.

The Irish situation hasundergone kaleidoscopic
changes during the last fortnight. Some time ago,
it was announced that the King,in going to Ireland
o open the Northern Parliament, was doing so under
the advice of His Majesty’s Ministers in London,
and that his Speech from the Throne would be in
terms that they had approved. It would seem, how-
ever, that at that time, the pacifists in the Cabinet had
for the moment gained the upper hand and all koped
that the Kizg would make an announcement of a
kind that would facilitate the movement for peace
with Ireland regarding which moves have been
mada behind the scenes for a long time past. His
Majesty did, in fact, make a most human and sym-
pathetic appeal for reunion, which, coming on top
of the statement of the Viceroy at the first meeting
of the Ulster Pariiament that the Act was already
in need of substantial amendment, which was in-
terpreted to mean a move in the direction of Domi-
nion Home Rule, made an admirable imprassiun
upon a generous people quick.to respond tc an
appeal couched in a generous spirit. But to the
immense astonishment of everyone, on the very day
that the King was making his great attempt to
bring the two countries together and heal the
breach of centuries, the Lord Chancellor, in the
House of Lords, in reply to an interpellation, made
a epeech of utter frightfulness, in which he an-
nounced a programme of military repression, com-
pared with which what has gone before was & mere
preliminary. His language was harsh and his
manner was gloomy in the extreme, and people’s
hopes were rudely dashed to the ground, for it was
openly stated next day in the Duily Express that
the reactionaries had once again gained the wupper
hand in the Cabinet, in spite of the opposition of
the Lord Chancellor himself and Mr. Churchill, and
that they had done so at the instigation and under’
the persuasion of the Prime Minister himself. It
was also stated that in making the speech he had
made, the Lord Chancellor had not sought to wrap
up in diplomatic language the real implications of

the new Ministerial policy in regard to Ireland.’

There, for the time, the matter remained to the im-
mense distress of all who are eager for peace in
and with Ireland. Another rhake of the kaleido-
sCOpY Was given at the week-end. It wasannounced
that Mr. Lloyd George. witk a dramatic sudder-
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ness, had, in the spirit of the King's Speech,
issued an invitation, without conditions, to Sir
James Craig, the Ulster leader, and to Mr. De
Valera, the leader of the rest of Ireland, to meet
him, with their advisers, in London at an early
date to discuss the possibilities of an Irish settle-
ment by consent. After consulting with his c¢ol.
leagues, Sir James Craig accepted the invitation.
Mr. De Valera, whose position is a much more
difficult one, thought that the best way of dealing
with the matter would be to have a preliminary
conference in Dublin of the leading Irishmen of
the different parties, and accordingly invited Sir
James Craig and the Southern Unionist leaders to
meet him there. Sir James Cralg has so far re-
fused, on the ground that he has alreads accepted
the Britain Prime Minister's invitation to go to
JLondon. The others have accepted, and the Dublin
meeting will now take place. Mr. De Valera, in
expressing regret at Sir James Craig's decision, has
written him that Mr. Lloyd George's proposal, be-
cause of its implications, is impossible of accept-
ance in its present form. Irish political differences,
he says, ought to be adjusted, and can. he thinks,
be adjusted, on Irish soil; but. he adds, it is
obvious that in mnegotiating peace with Great
Britain the Irish delegation vught not to be divided,
&nd should act as a unit on some common principle.
Sir James Craig’s reply to this suggestion is not
known, but I hardly think it likely that he will
assent to the suggestion that his party, at any rate,
is in need of negotiating peace with Great Britain.
INDUSTRIAL SITUATION.

The industrial situation is being slowly smooth-
ed out. The coal strike is practically over, the
miners having come to the conclusion that they
cannot carry on any longer on the basis of their
demand for a national pool. A settlement was in-
evifable, in spite of the adverse ballot of the men
recently, when the executive failed to give them a
lead. The only question was how to bring it about.
The threat of a general strike was regarded from
the commencement as a bluff and o one was sur-
prised to find that the other unions, wio had been
very hard hit by the stoppage and tie consequent
industrial depression, would follow the miners’ lead.
What has happened is that good friends in the
Labour Party have intervened between the miners
and the Government, and have induced the owners
to reconsider the wages out proposed, in the light
of the immense hardships that would have to be
endured in any event, and with the renewal of the
Government’s offer of a subsidy of 10 millions
sterling, in order to help the wage adjustments re-
quired by the economic needs of the period between
the presen$ time and the date when a permanent
wage base could be arrived at, a settlement has
been at last reached. The strike has lasted for
three months, and could have been settled un the
present basis & long time sgo  There has been
much selfishness, muddling, and obstinacy un the
part of all the three parties to the settlement. None

and especially having regard to the splendid
manner in which the miners have kept a strong
confrol over themselves, in spite of the great suffer-
ings that they and their families have had to under-
go, public sympathy has been mostly with them,
and public opinion has understood that the main
claim of the miners has been for the certainty of
a descent livelihood. The struggle has, however,
resulted in an enormous weakening, both morally
and financially, of the trade union movement. The
trade unions have shown very little statesmanship
and the executives have shown a lamentable lack
of moral courage in going frankly to the rank and
file and explaining the possibilities and the im-
possibilities of the situation. It must be admitted
that, with the suspicion that riddles the trades
union movement, ihe position of the leaders has
been none too pleasant, but nevertheless one feels -
that there was much that they could do, if they had -
been willing to face a temporary unpopularity. The

man who seems to have come best out of the trouble

is Mr. Frank Hcdges, who is more convinced than
everthat great changes depend vwpon the proper use
of the ballot box, and who was Ladly let down by
his own executive. Nor is the coyl settlement the
only one that has been reached. In the frades con-
nected with engineering, cotton, woolens, road
transport, tramways, gas works, and railway wagon
building, wage reduction settlements have been
reached in an amicable fashion, and at last there
seams a likelihood of an industrial revival. Hard
work. for less pay, and maybe longer hours can
alone save this country from fhe peril of losing
markets that will otherwise fall to Germany, who
has to pay, her reparations bill by goods which she:
cannot sell except at cut prices.
IMPERIAL CONFERENCE.

The Imperial Conference has bardly yet got to
grips with its business. It is now discussing the
Japanese Treaty, and in all likelihocd it will,
adopt dilatory tactics, for there are strong differ-
ences of opinion already developing as to the
desirability of continuing the Treaty and if so of
the conditions. But there seems to be a growing feel-
ing that it will be impossible to have a stable situa-
tion in the Pacific unless the three main parties,
the British Empire, America, and Japan can come
to a satisfactory arrangement, at a conference,
having for its object a reduction in armaments.
But this can only come after frank talks on policy.
There must be a great deal of concession and
understanding on all sides, and no-one can yet say
whether a basis of agreement can be reached. If
it is not, then war must be the inevitable result, in
which either Japan will have to stand alone, to be
erushed, or she will have to take the hegemony of
Asia, with such assistance as she can get from
other hostile powers. ‘

The Greco-Turkish situation remains where it
was. The Greek Government has rejected the
Allies' proffered mediation between Greece and 5
Turkey. and has replied that the matter must.

of them escapes free from blame. But ,u the whole ) depend upon the arbitrament of the sword. Itis,
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- doubtful if anything useful .will result from that
_srtbitrament. At any rate Turkey Wwill continue to

fight for Anatolia, and for a wider territory in
Europe, even if Eastern Thrace fall to be adminis-

- tered under the League of Nations. Muech will

depend upen whiat happens in the neighbourlood

. of Smyms during the next few weeks. The Greek

offensive is expected to open “within a few days
Publie opinion is on the whole veéring towards
Turkey, and the Treaty of SBevres is certain evens
tually to be largely scrapped.

Lord Lytfon's Students’ Commitiee will be
beok in London for ééme time, about the middle of
next week. I think that it has already doné a great

- deal of good at the various University centres. Mr.

Ramchandra Rao and Mr. N. M. Chatterjee are
reported to bave done very useful work, but fhe

- same may be said of several of the other members,

and the Chairman is showing that he has not for-

. gotiten kis Indian birth,

RACE EQUALITY. :

Mr. Montagu hae won & considerable victory

in Imperiad politics im indueing Mr. Churchill to
aooapt, on behalf of the: Colonial Office,. the prin-

- oiple that in Crown Colonies there ounght to be no
. racial distinotions and differentiations. It is to be

hoped thet this prineiple will be translated into
useful action in the case of Kenya The first fruits
haxe, heweover, to be sought in Fiji; where the Gov-

- erpment has accepted the proposition that the

Indian residents are to be placed upon the same

* termn of equality as the mwost privileged residents

of the Colony. Mr. Sastri's Committes, consisting
of Messrs. Kuneru and Corbett besides, should de

. & great deal to clear up the looal situation. But

the: problem of the self-governing Dominions

" remains, and one cannot say how far the Dominions
- Governmerits can be got to accept the. principle of

racial equality as regards their Indian residents,

" That guestion hes, I understand, not yet been

reached at the Imperial Conference, though it is

- definitely on the agenda.

THE WORLD OUTSIDE.
OUR analysis last week of the forces leading
to the dramatic réeversal of policy in Irelandé  finds

- gorrobaration in an acoount to hand by mail of the

Comnions debate on' June 2nd, whell for - the Hret
time apparently even the Conlitioh members turmed
upon Sir Hamar Greenwood. This revolt of even My
Gaorge’s faitliful finds expression’im suoh" utteran-

- ces as that of General Sesley, who deolared: “It iy

novesshry to stop bratal murders snd to respect the
komes of the Irish peopld.” Lord Henry Bentinck!

- said : “We art-not going to get péack in Iveland by
. & polioy of areém™ Captaid Moskey, son<indaw of

Lord Oureon; added: “You are venting ox the innow |

cent the spleen of your ineffiviehcy’ besause youw

. osn't oatblr the guilty:® And be pleased to note' the

- order of & Brigadier Generah"
+tlew it What has not India missed by not having |

only reply: 8ir Hamar Greenwoed could give!
“Nothiny is everr done by way of reprisal; execept by
That of courseisets

bad 8if . Greenwood &8 Secietary of Staté! Why,
thers eould never Have been any pother about that
littlo affair at. Amritsar; for would he not bave
triumphantly closed the whole inoident by showing
that there too nothing had been done, except by
order of & Brigadier Geners], to wif, Brigadier Ge-
teral Dyer ¥ S L

No wonder Mx. George has had to look for an-
other Irish polioy. :

TULSA is a town in the State of Oklahoma, U.

8. A., and" happens to be within the petroleam belt,
Which in that part is 6nly just beginning to bé ex-
plofted. Duting the war, to bé correct, on Novers-
ber 9, 1917, the looal paper (with the modest title
of the World) came out with an editorial, in the
oourse of which the oitizens of Tulsa were exhort-
ed aé follows — o L .
I the I W. W. of its twin brother, the Oil Workers

- Union, géta buvy in your meighbourhood, kindly take oo~
oasion to.deorcase sha snpply of hemp. . . . The first stép

in Whipping Germany i¥ o strangle the I. W. Wog Kill

Don't scokoh ‘em ; kill 'em. And kill 'em dead. Itis no
time to waste money on trials and continuances and
thiigs like that. All that is necessary is the evidence
and a firing squad:
Axd wheit ong of the members of the- “Independent
Workers of the World” came before Judme' T. D.
Evana there, hé wad'told “You are not guilty, but
I will hiave to fine you $100." Theso aré no: ordinary
times.”

THE disgrdcefut lynelings and: riots sgainst
the Reds at that time took place because a white
worker organization was threstening to reduce the
‘ofl dividénds by ihsisting on better working condi-
tfond. Theso scenes, however, were éven surpassed
iisdvagery by & rade ¥ot botwdeh Negroes and
Whites whioh téok place ii the same towm some
fow weoks ago (June 1st and 2nd), -when 30 peopls
Jost thefr lives- and thé whole. Negro -residential
distriot of the town, valued af $1,500,000, was des-
troyed. At fitst blusk, therd seems little connec-
tion betwaen the former and the’ ltter events, ex-
cept that lawlassness breeds lawlessriéss. A better
clue however is provided by the New Republic of
Now York which reports that *business interests in
Tulss were -seeking. to disposseas Negroes of real
 entate holdings-valuable for oil.” L
; A fine example of the crude and unvarnjshed
' ways of Capitalism! Ix older countries Capitalism
| attacks its victims in more subtle ways—but can
one dony that they aré any tha less 'da'mnable_ for
that? And i< if reslly fhevitable' that™ Indid must
| go through thit hell’ of Capitalisin, if she is to in-
orease her produbtivity ?

AS fo¥ the genesis of all this rave-riot" of mur-
dé¥ and arson’and for the' mentality: of race-hys.
' toria out of which afl sicki horrors arise, the  New
' Repdlic of ‘Juné 22id reports ‘and°comments as
follows — ‘ '
‘ Thé vaow fesliug in Tulsh beforé the rict sewme to have

boeri’ just 8o muokk gunpowder’ that laokéd nothing but

.thent, just as you would kill any- other kind of a-snakte. -
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PESTONJEE P. POCHA & SONS,
SEED MERCHANTS, POONA,
Bombay Presidency,
INDIA.

TRADE UNION LEGISLATION

Notes on. the Trade Disputes. Act.

A reprint is being taken of the four articles that
were ocontributed to the SERVANT OF INDIA by
“A Labour Advooate.”

To those who wish to study the subjeef, this
little compilation, which puts together materiale
rather inaccessible to the ordinary reader would be
found highly useful.

Register orders immediately.

OR terms of Advertisement, please apply
to the Manager, SERVANT OF INDIA,
Kibes Wada, Budhwar Peth, PooNA CITY.

READY FOR SALE.
A, reprint of the articles

~

Corva OoN
Medical Services in India
BY
AN 1. M. S, OFFICER,
Price As. 8 Postage extra,

In convenient form. Only a limited number of-
copies available for sale.

Please order your requirements at once from ~—

THE ARYABHUSHAN PRESS,
POONA CITY.

HIVA-JWAR, BALAGRAEA
Ague pills. g CHURNA,
Price As. 8. ¥-8 Epileptio powder,
Per bottle. Price Re. 1.
Per bottle. -

,.“.w ~

As for our catalogue for other medicines &-
Partioulars.
Liberal commission for Merchants,
Dr. H. M. BAILUR,
Dispensary, BELGAUM.

CUT ME ©OUT

and mall me, with your name and address, to
- Good Luck Co., Benares City,

1 will bring you, per V. P, P., one COSS1 SILK 3UIT
length for Re. 12 only. These pieces are ecomomical, hard
wesr and handeome ever made,

Test them any way you please—Why not give it & Lrial ¥
Nﬂmﬂucno.n-u}u-uu--"--l""---nu-. Nevagemevean

AdArons... ..ccaveen snsunerssssninrarsenans . . wneannsrssnn navans ovs nas 88
Currency Reform in India
BY.

Prof. V., G. KALE,
Price Re. One.
Coptes may be had from booksellers or i—
The Aryabhushan Press, Poona City:

AWARDED A FIRST CLASS CERTIFICATE BY THE SOUTH INDIA AYURVEDIC CONFERENCE AND :EXHIBITION,

SIDDHA KALPA MAKARADHWAJA
THE WONDERFUL DISCOVERY IN THE MEDICAL WORLD.

FORALL “JACUTE™ AND “ CHRONIC " DISEASE.

Propsred Scientlfically by Ayurveda Ratna Pandit N. V. Srirama Charla, Ph. D. S¢. Sole proprietor
""" and ‘Semlor physiclan of the Madras Ayurvedic Pharmacy.

Thin anparslleled and Ancient medicine is prepared in exact accordance with Aurvedic and Western Modern Principles-
oarefully tested and Standardised by expert analysis and found to be an vnrivalled Elixir for the gapera! prolongation of life,
snd particularly a guaranteed remedy for Nervous Debility, Skin Eruptions, Ecsema, Vertige, Loss of Nerve Powen, Vigour,
Memory and Appetite, Depression of Spirits, ¢onstant Mental Misgivings, want of spirit snd emergy. Melancholia, Rheumoa-
tiam, Gout, Paralyeis, Insanity, Hystaria, Dropsy, Diabetes, Piles, Asthma, Consumption, Dyspopaial all Uterine complaints, and
sll sorts of Urethral Discharges, Aoute or Chronio, of all kinds aad all men and women’sailments, ote. This ia the only safo and
reliable remedy for all diseases resulting from youthful indisoretions and loas-of Vitality. It impartx New life and Energy, by
inoreasing and purifying the blood. It contains such valuable ingredients as Siddha, Makradhwaja, Mukta Suvarns, Loha and
vegetable drugs. This can be taken also as a tonic by every one of either sex, without any restriction of Diet Seascn or Climate-

*Complete Directiions are sent with the Phial one Phial of 60 pilla ( for a complete cure ) Price R, 10 (Ten) only. V. P. Exwua

Rpply to :—AYURVEDA RATNA, PANDIT N. V. SRIRAMA €HARLU, Ph. D. Sc,
‘The Madras Ayuryedic. Pharmacy,

<Telegraphic ﬁddreps?—"KRL?HM.” MADRAS,

POST. BOX No. 151, MADRAS

Pripted et the Arya-Bhushan Press and published at * The Bervant of India * Office,
541, Budhwar Peth, Poous City, by Anant Vinayak Patvardhan,



