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TOPICS OF THE WEEK, 

IN spite of efforts to the contrary, the status 
of Indians in the self-governing Dominions of the 
British Empire is to form a subjeot of deliberation 
at the Imperial Oabinet now in session in London, 
The scandalous way in which they are treated in 
some parts of the Empire has aroused deep resent
ment in India and has acoen~ated raoial feeling 
to an 'extent not knowr. before. If the' Dominion 
Premiers had suooeeded in burking a disoussion of 
this problem, it would have createn a most unfortun
ate impression in India. The Hon'ble Mr. Sastri spoke 
nothing bu' truth when he deolared, as has been re
ported by Reuter, that the treatment of the question 
by the Dominion Premiers "would be regarded in 
India as a test by whioh the whole position would 
be judged." India is as muoh a part of the Empire 
as the Dominions th~mselves, and if their subjects 
enjoy equal rights in India with any other olass Of 
His Majesty's subjeots, it is diffioult to seo why· 
any speoial disabilities should be inflicted on her 
sons who are settled in the Dominions. India's in
terest in the Cabinet mainly oentres round the dis
posal of Mr. Sastri's resolution in favour of equal 
civio rights for Indians in the Dominions; and it 
is to b. hoped that as, a result of the exertions of 
Indi,,·. represonta.tives, the problem will be solved· 

[I in a manner, alike hunourable 'and satisfactory to 
, all concerned. . 
~ '~, .. '. 
f W'E are sure ·Mr. MontagQ'S intention to 'grant' 
I further incremen~ to the higher sarvice~ In India, 
: which he took occasion to announoe a few days 
; ago in the House of Oommons, will evoke' strong 
I proteste from India, It, was with great diffioulty 
I that on the eve of the introduotion of the Reforms 
~the country reconoiled itsetf to thll revision of their 
II 

salaries which was. more or less looked \lp'ori as a" 
price for' the new' political advanoe promised to' 
her. The result was that these revisions swallowed 
a greater portion' of the growth in provincial reo' 
venues, leaving the nation-building servioes like' 
education and iri.dustries half-starved; The first': 
budgets in the new era in most· of the' provinces.' 
were defioit budgets, which ha,s. already given 
rise to wide-spread disappointment in lildia. Even 
without the proposed revision. the popular ministers' 
have an extremely difficult situation to face. The 
oontemplated improve",ents in the emoluments of 
these servioes, if oarried out, will indefinitely add 
to the difficulties of their position; and might even. 
endanger the success of the constitutional experi
ment, upon whioh the future of India so much de
pends. Moreover it is unjust to overfeed the higher.' 
ssrvices at the cost of the lower ones which are 
greatly in need of relief. We feel wo cannot too 
strongly plead for the abandonment of· a scheme 
whwh will have such far.reaohing oonsequences. 

. ... ' 
IT wilI be generally agreed that the c'ase ill; 

whioh Mr. Hanmantrao Kaujalgl of Bijapur was 
cherged with oontempt of court for appearing in the· 
District Magistrate's Court with a Gandhi oap on 
his head to answer the oharge of sedition has come· 
tCl a satisfaotory oonclusion. He preferred an appeal 
to th~ Sessions Judge against the order of the Oity 
MagIstrate, who, under the. direotion of the Dis-' 
riot Magistrate tried him for contempt of court. 
The Government chose to offer no defence the 
result being that the order of the lower 'court 
was reversed and the acoused acquitted. The 
deoision of the Government to let the case go 
undefended indicates that· they view the 
District Magistrate's action' in objeoting to the 
Gandhi oap with disapproval. Had it been other
wise, tbey would doubtless have taken all possible 
steps to contest the suit; and in the absence of the 
popular. element in the inner councils of Gov
ernment, it is doubtful if even this esse would hav" 
been sO satisfacturily settled. This only illustrates 
how the presence of ministers in Provincial Gov- . 
emments helps to prevent repression. For minis
ters,far"froln being. absorbed in the Government 
are e~erywhere leaving their impress on·the admini~ 
stratlOn. . 

• • • 
ELSEWHERE we have dealt with Mr. Paranjpye's 

sehemes for the extension of primary eduoation. 
an important part of these schemes consists in add: 
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ing to the remuneration of the teachers who would, 
by using personal influence, prevent an early with
drawal of cbildren from school. Such a withdrawal 
entails an almost absolute waste and must be pre
vented by all possible means. Mr. Paranjpye has 
outlined a scheme for the promotion of secon<lary 
education of the depressed classes, by establishing 
some 200 scholarships of the value of Rs. 10 to Rs. 
15. so .that no part of the burden on account of these 
students will fall on the parents. Again, a hostel of 
about 50 students of the depressed classes will be 
opened and maintained at GovernQ1ent expense. It 
will be realised that, for a beginning, this is a very 
important step. Mr. Paranjpye is also taking steps 
to adopt vernaculars as media of both instruction 
and examination for Matriculation. There are 
several other reforms which he has detailed in his 
speech as being contemplated by him. 

* * * 
WE have said that the all-India Congress 

Working Committee's resolution regarding the use 
of law courts was a direct condemnation of Mr. 
N. C. Kelkar's conduct in a recent case here. Ap
parently Mr. Kelkar himself regards the resolution 
as being aimed at himself and denounces it in his 
paper in downright language. This Working Com
mittee's resolution was passed, we are told, "in 
view of the misunderstanding in the interpretation 
and meaning of the Congress resolution regarding 
the lawyers and law courts." Mr. Kelkar declares 
that he has been compelled to fulminate his thun
ders in view of the misinterpretation of the Con
gress resolution contained in the Working Com
mittee's resolution which purports to define it. 
He thinks that the Working Committee in this 
resolution carries the boycott of law courts to 
grotesquely impracticable lengths, and Congress
men need not profess to carry it out; they might 
construe the original Congress resolution in the 
way they think proper and act accordingly, never 
minding what construction the Working Committee 
puts upon it. This revolt from the authority of the 
all-India Committee on the part of one who is 
charged to direct the non-eo-operation movement 
into right channels throughout the Deccan is signi
ficant. And it is particularly significant, when one 
remembers that Mr. Kelkar and his associates 
joined non-eo-operation merely because the Con
gress supported it, although they themselves were 
against it.. Mr. Kelkar evidently feels that the 
Buppression of conscience has gone too far. 

• • • 
MR. KELKAR reasons out his position in this 

way. Even the Working Committee admits the 
necessity of self-defence inasmuch as it allows of 
a full statement of facts to be made. If self-defence 
is permissible, it ought to be permissible to make 
the defence efficient, on the principle that what is 
worth doing is worth doing well. Then why not 
put in evidence and also employ oounsel? It can
not be argued, says he, that to make a statement of 
one's position and leave the rest to the court does 
not enhance· the prestige of the law-courts or en· 

trench the bureaucracy firmly in its present strong
hold, but if the same statement was made through 
witnesses or pleaders these dire results would fol
low. Mr. Kelkar stamps the whole resolution as 
illogical. It would be intelligible if the Congress 
were to ask its followers to disown the jurisdiction 
of the law court~, but their authority being allowed, 
and the need for some sort of defence being admit
ed, it is absurd to stop at a point where a non-co
operator's action would merely contravene the 
fundamental principle of the boycott of Jaw courts 
and still leave the defence inefficient. To Mr. Kel
kar the right course seelDs to be "not to recognise 
the authority of the British Government in political 
cases and sulJer punishment, but in private civil 
and criminal proceedings against them they should 
vindica.te their private rights and their innocen'ce 
by efficient means." The Working Committee's 
resolution is objectionable both in recognising the 
jurisdiction of the courts in: political cases 
and barring the door to self-defence in private 
cases. 

* * * 
Now, this conclusion will be found to be only 

partially conect. For it is accompanied by a rider 
that people" ought not of their own accord to seek 
redress through these (British) courts." In an earlier 
portion in this article this proviso is proved to be 
unsound inasmuch as it is admitted that even 
non-co-operators must protect themselves against 
thieves and dacoits. So it must be permissible to 
proceed against such pests of society in a court of 
law, although you may have to do of your own motion. 
This reasoning may be carried one step further. 
Suppose your neighbour quietly takes your land; you 
must certainly be allowed to proceed against him 
as you ought to be allowed to proceed against a 
thief, for he has done' thieving to your land. This 
really means that whenever a man has a grievance 
against another, resort to a law-court must not be 
forbidden, though in every case it would of course 
be better to avoid such resort as far as possible. Mr. 
Kelkar, in thus defending his own conduct and de
nouncingthe Working Committee's resolution as an 
unreasonable and unwarrantable extension of the 
Congress resolution, really proves the boycott of law 
courts itself to be impossible and irrational. It is 
of course universally admitted that arbitration 
should be substituted for law courts wherever possi
ble. This is true in all ciroumstances and has no 
particular reference to a scheme for withdrawing 
co-operation from Government. But beyond this, 
on Mr. Kelkar's own showing, the boycott of law 
courts is a chimerical idea. 

• • 
WE draw special attention to the article en

titled" Coolie Life in Assam" which appears on 
pages 162-63. The reader will realise for himself 
how much tragedy is contained in that brief article, 
written by a man in very high position who knows 
the whole thing at first hand. 

• • • 
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BOMBAY DEVELOPM.I:."NT SCHEME.-Il." 
II You will observe that; we have Iried to cater for four 

great nBeds. We have tried to cater OD a big scale, but 
Done too bigsscale f"'r the housing ohbe labouriDg class
eI. You will Bee that in Back Bay. if Bomba, is to remain 
and est8ud a.s a great business centre. we have provided 
{or whu I 08" 'he housing of tbe wealthier classes. or 
rather I should say the business houses. for offices and aU 
t.be ntber big buildir gs whlcb are necessary iu a great. 
town. You WIll see tiJat in schemes. SOruB of which or all 
of which lie in the hands of the Improvement Trust, we 
are trying to pro.ide read,. made land Buitable for tbe 
acoommodation of the middle olasses.. who Dsed it. the 
lower paid middle 01as8&8 particularly, whose need in 
housing is almost as much. if not more. than a~y oloher 
l!IIeetion of society in India to·day. You will have seen tbo.' 
we have spread out in oW' imagination aud in our proposed 
actioD, toward!! those areas whioh are healthy areas and 
whioh 18em, but for a few barriers that could easily be 
overcome, to be toe natural luburban areas of. tbis great 
city. We bave taken in band the Question of Trorubay. 
We ha~e taken in hand the Question of Salsette."-Sir 
(1eorge Lloyd. 

WE propose to-day to examine some of the import. 
ant sohemes of the Bombay Development Depart
ment in the light of the above observations made 
by His E"oanency the Governor of Bombay in his 
August speech. Out of the four great needs of 
Bombay, viz. industrial housing, business housing, 
middle class housing and suburban extension, we 
have already, in our previous article, dealt with the 
first, and in our opinion, the most important and 
most urgent of them and expressed our opinion that 
the schemes, in so far as they concern the labouring 

. class •• , would not at all satisfy the immediate re
quirements and that the problem of the industrial 
housing would remain unsolved as hitherto. 

Next in importance from the standpoint of im
mediate necessity oomes the housing question of 
the middle .classes. e.pecially the lower middle 
classes, U for whom," to quote the Development De~ 
partment's report, "the provision of decent housing 
accommodation in the Bombay Island is hecoming 
a mntter almost of impu'sibility owing to the high 
oost of land." But with all this correct diagnosis 
of the situation, we are afraid the Development De
partment has utterly f .. iled to apply the right 
remedy. A passoge' in His Exoellenoy's speeoh, 
quoted above, leads us to believe that' instead of 
building tenements for the middle classes Govern
ment propose to give them ready made land for 
housing, the sohem,.of which are in the hands of the 
Improvement Trust. The se sohemes a1'8 obviously 
the sohemes of the Salsette and Trombay Develop
ment. But the progress so far made in the direo
tion of developing these areas fills one almost with 
despair. "Praotically the whole of Trombay Island, 
oomprising twelve villages, Was notified for aoquisi. 
tion by Govemment before the formation of the De
partment." The report has nothing to add beyond 
reoording this faot. The Department itself has not 
so far done anything towards the development of 
this island. In Sal.eUe, some 3,366 aores of 8gri
oulturalland was notified in January last, whioh, 
with the western side of Trombay, is intended for 

-Tbe fire' article appea.ed ill our isaue of June I. 

residential pur;lOses, This is all that the Develop
ment Department has been able to du ill the matter 
of providing ,c. decent housing a.ccommodation" for 
the middle classes. N o'thing has been done beyond 
the acquisition and notification of land, nor is the.re 
any indication that the Department intends going 
beyond these two steps in the immediate future. 
The public is not informed as to the time by which 
suitable lands will be made available to the middle 
classes. The Department has not seen its way 
to give in the repurt the approximate number of 
tenements that can be built on the lands, set apart 
for the residential purposes of the middle classqs 
At this rate, we fe.ar the Government would require 
decades to complete their schemes. Time, the great
est factor in the solution of the housing problem, 
has been ignored. We cannot too strongly oondemn 
the halting manner in which and the slow pace at 
which the Government have thought fit to approach 
this thorny question. They seem to have made the 
housing question a side-issue in their programme 
and concentrated their attention on the r~cl"mation 
Behemes. We need make no apology when we re
emphasise here that .it was the housing famine in 
Bombay which first prompted Sir George Lloyd to 
find out means with which to put an end to it and 
chalk out plans for building new houses. The 
Bombay Development Del'artment is the fruit of 
His Eecellency's thought and effort in this direc
tion. But it is going about its business in a wrong 
way. We wonder how His Excellency has alowed 
it to do so. 'We feel certain that it is not yet too 
late. If Sir George Lloyd would take prumpt action 
and revert to his original determin .. tion of remov
ing the housing scarcity during the shortest pos-

· sible time, the matter can still be set right. It is 
· absolutely necessary in the interests of Bembay 
that the Development Department should cuncen
trate all its energy aDd efforts OD building tene
ments for the labouring classes and making suit-

· able land available to the middle classes. Delay is 
not only dangerous, but suioidal. We would like 
to remind His Excellency of his own words uttered 
in August last. .. Anyone who realises," said he, 
" the inevitable results of any delay in a me8~ure 
of this kind, now already too long de;uyed, muSt 
recognise clearly the responsibilities of breeding up 
an unhealthy, an unfit and squalid race of people. 
Unless we give them better air, better light, better 
cleanliness and better oonditions, we shall not 
breed a race worthy of this great city." 

Suburban extension is another urgent need of 
the congested Bombay. Without it, the growth of 
that great city is bound to be stopped. The Deve
lopment Department has undertaken to develop the 
Salsette and Trombay islands to relieve the city 
of its present over-orowding and to provide accom
modation for its future expansion. In Salsette, as 
many as sixteen schemes are proposed to be car
ried out, out of which only two have been sO far 
completed. In Tromhay, as'we have just said, the 
Department has not gone beyond the aoquisition 
and notification of land. Progress in this direction 
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has not been what it should be, though it is much 
better than that of the industrial and middle class 
housing schemes. 

To make suburban extension II success, the 
first essential is the provision of means of rapid 
transit. The present facilities afforded by the local 
services of the G. I. P. and B. B. ok C. I. Railways 
are inadequate; but with the quadrupling and 
illectrification of both the lines, the Development 
Department hopes that they will be able to carry 
per hour during the morning and eyening rush 
periods 20,000 more passengers. At the same 
time it fears that the G. I. P. Railway will take at 
ieast five years to reach this maximum and the 
B. B. & C. I. not less than ten; The Depllriment 
has therefore proposed to construct a fast eleotric 
tramway or light railway starting from the neigh
b.ourhood of Andheri and running through the 
Central Salsette area, acros~ the G. I. P. Railway 
at Kurla, and along the west side of Trombay." 
We entertain very grave fears about the success of 
a fast electric tramway or light railway service. 
The fastness of such a service, and for that matter, 
any level transit provision, has proved in other 
·countries to be too slow as compared with otber 
transit provision, such as the over-head or under
ground railway service. If the experience gained 
by such big cities as LondoD and New York is 
worth anything, we are strongly inclined to believe 
that level transit provision will be found in course 
of time to be quite inadequate to meet the growing 
-requirements of a great industrial centre like Bom
bay.. Sooner or later, Government will have to 
consider the question of over-head or under-ground 
railway service. It is therefore well if the depart
ment will consider this point along with its other 
1iChemes so that there may be no delay in formulat
ing the necessary schemes and making financial 
provision for caming them out in case such a 
-service is found necessary. 

Equally essential for the success of suburban 
.extension is the provision of police protection, 
water supply and schools. People will not move to 
the the suburbs if their lives and property are not 
assured against danger. Water supply is also an 
indispensable factor. Bombay has been going 
duri'Og the last few months through great hard
ships owing to the shortage of water and the vari
ous kinds of epidemics resdting therefrom. With 
such bitter experience behind them, the Develop
ment authorities will not, we hope, fail to make 
-every effort to provide adequate supply of water to 
the suburban population. It is not necessary to 
dilate upon the importanoe of sohools in the suburbs 
if every possible encouragement has got to be given 
to those moving to the suburbs. It is not possible 
for the parents to send their children to Bombay 
every day for their eduoation. Nor is it desirable 
that children should have to travel suoh a long dis
tance. It is the duty of Government to start 
Bchools in the localities where they want people to 
go and stay. 

The reclamation schemes are being pushed on 

with great vigour and speed. Sir.George Lloyd has 
made it quite olear in his speech that -the ground 
gained in this way will be utilised for building 
houses for rich olasses and for business purposes. 
We realise the need of making such a pro
vision. But we are emphatically opposed to ex
pediting the schemes of beautifying Bombay at the 
cost of her most urgent and pressing needs. The 
housing famine is the one orying need of the day. 
Every effort ought to be directed towards removing 
the congestion and making people breathe freer air. 
But the wonder is that the Development Depart
ment has allowed the housing schemes to proceed 
slowly while the least urgent schemes of reclama
tion are being expedited with usual rapidity and 
enthusiasm. The latter are not going to help the 
poor or the middle class men in any way. We 
therefore appeal to His Excellency to push on the 
various development schemes according to their 
urgency and not to allow his subordinates to do 
things according to their sweet will. 

The newly constituted Ambarnath Taluka h~& 
been set apart for the industrial expansion of Bom
bay. All the new factories, mills and other indus
trial conoerns that will spring up in Bombay here
after will be located there. The water supply made 
by the Department is, in our opinion, satisfactory. 
Bombay is at present overcrowded with mills and 
factories. It is true that Government has stopped 
people from erecting new factories in the city; but 
they at times allow the old factories to extend 
their limits. We fear this facility afforded to the 
factory owners nullifies the restrictions placed upon 
the new factories. We therefore strongly urge that 
not only should the new factories not be allowed to 
be built in the oity, but the old ones also should be 
forbidden from extending. We would further like 
to recommend to the Government of Bombay that 
they should appoint a oommittee to consider the 
possibility of removing the existing factories out of 
Bombay so that she will be free from a good deal of 
industrial congestion. 

Finally, we are rather puzzled to see why this 
new Development is made a reserved subject and 
plaoed under an Executive Councillor. That it con
cerns Local Self-government in Bombay is as 
clear as anything. It should have been, therefore. 
made a transferred subject and placed under the 
control of a Minister. We still hope that the mis
take will be corrected. 

MR. PARANJPYE'S POLICY. 
THE Hon'ble Mr. Paranjpye's speech at the Deccan 
Sabha last week is the first important pronounce
ment he has made on his educational policy, and as 
such it will attract, we believe, wide notice through
out India. Mr. Paranjpye, by reason of his except 
tionally high attainments and his long record of 
devoted service in the cause of education, is every
where regarded as the Fisher of Indian politics, and 
although responsible only for the education of the 
Bombay Presidenoy, he is naturally looked up to 
for guidance in other provinces as well. It will 
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,field: and on this or a simil .. r nse of physical force 
,the very existenoe of the whole human raoe de. 
.pends. On the other hand, out of spite to plough 
·up the standing crops of a personal enemy is obvi· 
ously an unjust exercise of an otherwise beneficial' 

·employment. A. regards the indi vidual too, physi. 
0101 exorcise has COnIe to be recognised as not only 
beneficial, but essential to good health: yet, one 

'can go in for so much exercise, as not to promote, 
but to injure one's health. Such exercise is not 
just to ourselves, and therefore it is rightly called 
violent. 

From these illustrations it has already become 
olear that the exercise of pt.ysical force is just or 
unjust, according to the purpose for which it is em. 
ployed : just, if e. g to produce food, unjust if to 
vent one's spite; just, if to keep one's health un. 
impairod unjust if to pander to ·one's vanity as a 
'record breaker. This fnct ~omes out still more, if 
we consider the application of physical force to 
another human being. 

Can the applioation of physioal force to another 
·ever be just? Obviously so, if the· "ther a.ks for it. 
The extraotion of a bad tooth requires muoh physi. 
cal foroe; yet my dentist, applying that force to 
me, is lOoting justly. But what, if the tooth is not 
really diseased and the dentist fraudulently per. 
suades me to have my tooth out, simply so that he 
may charge me? The dentist will still have my 

·consent for the extraotion and yet he would be 
aoting unjustly. The justice or injustioe of the ap. 
plioation of physioal foroe, then, does not only de. 
.pend on the consent of the other party, It depends 
on the justioe of tbe intentions of both parties. 

But if it is the .justice of tbe intention whioh 
.alone oounts, is oonsent at all necessary? It would 
not seem so. My ohild's tooth may be very bad and 

. the only re~edy may be its extraction; yet he 
may be so frightened by a dentist that the latter 
has to apply his physioal foroe against the will of 

-the ohild. For all that, he oannot be said to have 
. done violenoe to the ohild; his ex:eroisd of physioal 
'power ,!as rightly intended and therefore justly 
,applied. , 

. So we see that physical compulsion is not 
,always wrong in itself, but tbat, to turn it into 
viol?nce, there must enter the factor of an evil in. 
tention. Neitherphysical force in general, then nor 
even oompulsion in psrtioular, can he called ~vil' 
it is the will behind the aot. which determines: 
whet~er we have to deal with a just e:rercise of 
phYSical force or with "violeuce." 

But in th .. t oase would I be justified to use 
physioal foro. to a perfoct stranger, a gl'own up 
man whom I happen to s~e suffering from toot!:.. 
ache? M lOy I illstl~ IIse oompulsion and drag him 

t
t? a ~entist to have his tooth extracted? My inten. 
Ion IS of tho best Bnd purest· r PI'ty th ' . . . e maD S 

8u1fQrlUgs and .wlsh to. restoro him to perfect health. 
He str?ngly obJects, bemg convinced that his SWollen 
cheek IS due to a hornet's sting. M'; intent' . 
. ht . h' A I . Ion IS 

rig ; so " IS. Dl jllstifi.d to use compulsion? 

Without a doubt, all men would agree that I 
was not justified in doing so, but th&t I would be 
doing "violence" to th" man. 

True, his will and mine are both Bet upon the 
Bame good purpose, viz. his restoration to health. 
But there is a difference between us; and that 
difference is not a difference of wills, but of opinions. 
He thinks the purpose we both have in Common can 
best be achieved in one way; I in another. The 
concord which should follow from each of us having 
the same purpose in view is destroyed, not sub· 
stantialIy, but accidentallY, through a difference of 
opinion. 

Then what happens in such a case of divergent, 
opinions? Whose opinion, should prevail? It is 
clear that there must be a oomplete deadlock, unless. 

, there is an umpire to decide, whose opinion should , 
prevail. Such an umpire may be calIed in at' the 
instance of the two parties ooncerned: such a one 
might be an amused by·stander, who has watched, 
my antics with the man with the swollell ,face; 
such a one might be the magistrate, before whom a. 
guardian of the public peace may lead us. In th~ 
latter case, however, we see, that the consent of th~: 
two parties is not really neoessary to the appoint
ment of an umpire: there may be one already ready 
made. Ready made by whom? By the rest of' 

·Society. In other words, it is the oommunity which 
gives "authority" to some one individual to deoide 
on behalf of the whole community in case of differ· 
enoes of opinions. More than that, such authority 
has been delegated once for all to oertai!} parties to 
a quarrel-to parents as against children, for in· 
stance. So we find, that to take my child by force 
to ,the dentist would not be "violence," but to take 
the stranger with the swollen face there woul!! b&, 
"violence"-because in the one case I have, and in 
the other I have not, been ;given "authority" to do 
so. 

But what happens in the oase when the two 
antagonists for some reason or other will not or can 
not oa11 in an umpire, to decide between the two 
opinions, which one is right? Two' alternatives 
offer themselves':"reasoning it out, i. e. persuasion; 
or fighting it.out, i. e. force. The p,oint' ROW is, 
whether, sinoe obviously persuasion in all cases 
must be lawful, foroe in all .suoh oases must be 
unlawful? 

The infliction of force can have two results, .. 
positive one and a negative one. In, the latter case, 
the opponent would b,e restrained from doing what 
he originally wished to do; in the other he would 
be impeIled to do wha,t he originally obj~oted to 
doing. To revert to our illustration, the case of the 
stranger with the swoIlen face: n.~ .. tively I oould 
employ my force so as to render h;'D sellseless' or 
incapable of resistance and thus, li_~ e an inanimate 
bundle, take him to the dentist; or 01 e, p.ositively, 
I could inflict suoh physical pain ·,n him by my 
superior foroe, that I would iatimi 1 .. ,·, him, i. e. 
make him fear an increase of 1.lis p',in ,.() such' an 
extent that he had rather subm itt J I Y viulence . 
"Violence" this .learly would be i:. 0': pr osse; but, 
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in what does the "injustice" of it essentially lie? 
Surely in tin! verY fact that the man has become 
like an inanimate bundle or like an automaton; in 
the fact that he no longer acts on his own free will, 
but on that of another. In other words, the man 
ceases to act as a man, he has been robbed of that 
which makes his act to be human, as distinct from 
the reflex act of an animal or from the mechanical 
action of a piece of machinery. That is what is so 
revolting in the exercise of force; that it degrades, 
nay more, that. its only purpose can be to degrade 
man and to reduce him to a sub-rational level. 

Therefore, except in the case of people whose 
opinions are not fully human (such as of immature 
children or of mad people), there is no justice in 
applying force at all, and least so in order to deoide 
the truth of two opposing opinions. At one time, tc 
be sure, force was invoked to that effect, so that 
through 'an ordeal by battle truth might be establish
ed. The underlying idea of course is that, there be
ing an omnipotent God of truth, t):lat opinion must 
necessarily be the true one, whose holder prevails in 
a physical contest. But the reductio ad absurdum of 
that is that in that case pugilists' opinions must be 
accepted as true against the opinions of the wisest 
and the best, whose physique happens to be delicate. 
Mankind has therefore 90me to see that there is some 
faulty logio .in that conclusion and that God 
evidently vindicates truth in a less direct and more 
complex way. 

Hitherto we have spoken only of differences of 
opinions. not of wills (i. e. intentions), and we have 
seen that it is "violence" to apply force in that 
case, unless one is specially "authorized." What 
then about discord proper, i. e. when two people 
differ not merely in their opinion, as to how to 
achieve a common end, but differ as to the end itself? 
A burglar and I have not only a difference of opinion, 
as to who should possess the contents ·of my safe, 
w? also have a difference of aims, of intentions, of 
Wills. The burglar's intention is to advantage him
self regardless of the good of others; my intention 
is, to frustrate its accomplishment. It needs no 
elaboration to establish the fact, that if the inten
tion is not just, the employment of force to carry 
it out must likewise under all circumstances be 
unj~st; the burglar is always using "violence," 
not Just force. 

evil? Have I the right to give a burglar such ... 
castigation as is likely to deter him from repeating 
his offence, provided my ~ntention is not one of 
private revenge, but a pure desire for the man's re
formation? That! am acting lawfully and justly in 
the case of my own child, whom I may be caning 
for a serious offence of his, is due to the fact that 
in this case, as we have seen already, I have been 
given specific "authority" so to do: but no autho
rity has been delegated to me in the case of the 
burglar. I am not using "violence," as long as I 
confine myself to restrain the man's evil action. 
but to do more even for his own good, is to place 
myself in such a diffioult position (seeing that I 
must be accuser, judge and executioner all in one): 
that Society has rightly decreed that no unautho
rized individual may assume it. 

But what, if there is no third party, to whom 
I may accuse the burglar? What, for instance, in 
the case of a raid made on behalf of one nation 
against another nation? What of war in general? 

It is agreed by all, that only a "just" war is 
morally permissible; i. e. a war, engaged upon by 
people having a just end in view; e. g. the right of 
small nations, as was the case in the last great war. 
Both parties in fact may profess the same aim •. 
differillg only in their opinion, as to whether it is 
the rights of Alsace-Lorraine or of Ireland which 
require first attention. In that case, i. e. when 
called in to settle a difference of opinion, we have 
seen already that ethically force is always unjust 
and becomes violence. 

But what, if the intention of a nation is mani
festly bad-such as Germany's desire of annexing 
the Belgian mines and sea ports? On the strength 
of the principles we have tried to elicit above, it ia 
clear that it would be only just for the Belgians in 
such a case to try and restrain the German in
vaders from carrying out their evil intentions. But 
does such "restraint" authorise the use of all the 
military technique of wholesale killing? Does the
intention of the J:3elgian "sniper" or artilleryman 
remain just? Does he still desire the good of the 
German whose life he is trying to take? N abody 
could m~intain it. However extenuating the cir
cumstances may be, the cold fact surely remains 
that in a war the combatants on either side are not 
seeking the good of each other and that therefor,,· 
their use of force cannot but be morally wrong. 

(To be continued.) 
H. C. E. ZACHARIAS, 

But what about his victim? Clearly, to prevent 
the .burglar from carrying out his evil purpose, is 
praiseworthy and to emplcy force to that end must 
likewise be held to be just. 'But what if I get angry 
and if my purpose is no longer the protection of my 
safe, but revenge on the ruffian whc threatens my BURMA REF9RMS. 
property? Preventing the burglar from burgiaringTHE House of Lords has agreed to the second read
is to the man's real good; to injure him for the· ing of the.Government cf Burma Bill, the o~po~i
satisfaction of my own evil passion, is not to aim tion of such well-known friends of democratIc .m
at the man's good at all. Hence, in suoh a case it stitutions in India as Lord. Sydenham notwlth
is I who should be using viclenoe, however extenu- standing. This is due as much to the earnest plea 
ating the oiroumstances may be, seeing that I am for prompt aotion made out by the Standing Joint 
aoting under great "provocaticn." Committee cn Indian Affairs in their report on t~. 

But is intention alone suffioient to justify the Bill as to the -presence of Lcrd Chelmsf~rd ID 

use of foroe again.st Clle whose will is bent cn England. As Lord Lytton acknowledged 1D the-
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Dot be amiss therefore if we attempt a clcse, if 
critical, review of the educational policy laid down 
by him. Before doing so, however, it is but fair tq 
state that the enunoiatioD of the policy which W8 

find in his recent speech dces not pretend to be 
complete; it must Dot be assumed from what he has 
stated to be his immediate aim that nothing more 
is to be expeoted during his regime. For our part 
we expect from Mr. Paranjpye at least this, that he 
wiJI take a long view of the work that lies before 
his department and lay the foundations of a policy 
which, pursued during, say the Dext ten or twelve 
years, wilJ land us in universal elementary educa
tion. It mey be admitted at once that this is a stupend 
ous task demanding a mint of money, but it must be 
faoed, whatever sacrifioe it may entail even as 
England one-pointedly devoted 1011 her national re
sources to. the winning of war, Dever minding the 
c~st. The framing of suoh a oomprehensive polioy 
requires muoh thought and care and we feel sure that 
there will be no disposition in any quarter to blame 
Mr. Paranjpye for not producing a cut and dried 
programme of eduoational expansion just yet. He 
has contented himself in his last week's speech 
with stating the problems with which he is im
mediately concerned as they appear to him, and the 
statement he made on that occasion must be under
stood in that light. But we will rep.at, if only for 
the sake of emphasising it, that, to serve as a guide 
for the next few years, the educational policy must 
be conceived on bolder lines. 

The first step which the . Bombay Government 
have taken in the matter of greater extension of 
education is the inorease of grants-in-aid from one
half to two-thirds of the educational expenditure 
incurred by munioipalities, provided the Govern
ment are satisfied that the munioipalities in ques
tion stand' in need ef this larger subvention. 
out of provinoial funds. Mr. Paranjpye has now 
deolared that the Government wiJI interpret 
this proviso in a liberal spirit, and we believe every 
munioipality which is in earnest about the diffusion 
of education, may oount on an inoreased grant. We 
must say it is a long step forward, supposing it ia 
sound polioy to depend upon local bodies for ac
oelerating the paoe of eduoational progress. If with 
this is combined the system of double shifts, whioh 
first originated in Poona during the memorable 
coutroversy about the primary education of girls 
last year, it should be possible for many munici
palities to introduce compulsory education in their 
araas. It will be remembered that in this contro
versy it was common ground between both the 
parties that, with a two-thirds grant from Govern_ 
ment, the Munioipality of Poona could apply com_ 
pulsion to the education of the children of both the 
sexes even without economising by introduoing the 
shifts system. The finanoes of the Poona Munici
pality are, if anything, in a more straitened con
dition than those of the averase municipality in 
ihis Presidency,and if even the confirmed Opponents 
cf girls' education could not tind any excuse to 
clefer universal compulsory eduClation on rsoeipt of 
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a two-thi~ds grant out of the provincial treasury. 
one is entitled to cherish the hope that most .. muni
cipalities will put the Compulsory Education Act 
in effect. 

An earnest attempt must be made by aU who 
have educational progress at heart to induce 
the municipalities to 'avail themselves of the en
banced scale of grant-in-aid to. introduce compul
sory education, but although there is no good 
reason why sucb attempts should not succeed,· we 
are not without doubt that, even when placed in 
possession of a larger share of the total oost of 
education, several municipalities, ·particularly in 
the present temper of the public, will fail to take 
advantage of this concession. We would, there
fore, suggest that Government sbould not altogether 
leave it to local bodies to introduce compulsion at 
their will. Where the munioipalities are clearly in 
default, the Government can and ought to require 
them to take the necessary steps for the introduc-
5ion of compulsion, if necessary in stages. In th .. 
article on the Madras Elementary Education Bill 
(now passed in50 law) that appeared in ·this paper 
some time ago, the writer very pertinently pointed 
out that the measure, while fol1owing the English 
Education Act of 1870 in adopting loc&l. option for 
the purpose of introducing compulsion, had deviated 
from it in:one.eesential particular, inasmuch as it. 
omitted to make it obligatory on the local bodies to. 
provide sufficient accommodation for al1 the ohildren 
of the school-going age residing in their areas. This 
criticism applies equaUy to the other provinoial 
Elementary Education Aots, for they are aU of a 
permissive nature. We wonder if suoh permissive 
oompulsion has suooeeded anywhere. The English 
Act required each local authority to increase the 
rates to the extent that might be necessary and to. 
provide as many school places as there might be 
children in tha(district. This obligation to provide 
adequate accommodation was enforced on' all 
local bodies; what wa. left to their option was the 
. application of compulsion to the attendance of 
cbildren.We cannot see why Governments in 
India should not apply oompulsion fll the matter of 
providing necessary school aeoommodation. This 
was regarded as a necessary preliminary to the 
sucoess of 100101 option in England; to our mind it 
will be found necessary to the complete success of 
local option in India also. Indeed, in this country. 

,unembarrassed with ideas of individual liberty 
ourrent in England at the time, the oompulsory pre
vision of schools will praotioal1y mean the applica
tion of oompulsion to attendance as well. Let the 
Government find out, on a careful survey of the 
finanoial positioD of munioipalities, what amount 
of pecuniary assistance is necessary in order to 
enable them to introduce compUlsory education in 
their areas. When that much assistance is rendered. 
an obligatory duty may be cast on those bodies to. 
provide aocommodation for all the children in the 
locality. This peouniary assistance may be variedl 
within oertain limits to suit the varying conditions, 
but lInless the Government takes the initiative in 
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80me such direction, we are not very sanguine of 
any considerable progress being achieved. 

As to the introduction of compulsion in rural 
areas, Mr Paranjpye seems to be overwhelmed by 
administrative difficult1es. Without minimising 
these difficulties in any way, we think that they 
will not be very serious. A p.eople used to State reo 
gimentation for generations past is not likely to 
make much trouble if education is compulsorily 
imparted to their children. It would be a different 
matter if the c3ntentioll of the Government is that 
in villages there is still s~me field for the diffusion 
of education on a voluntary basis. If it were found 
that schools are only awaiting erection to be filled 
up, then there would be no need for compulsion in 
those aretts for some time to come. In such villages 
at any rate a policy of opening more schools must be 
vigorousl? pursued, and the public are anxious to 
know how much money the Government are prepared 
to spend on education on rural areas, whether on a 
voluntary or compUlsory basis. For our part we shall 
require a lot of convincing if it is sought to be made 
out that, even if the necessary funds be available, 
compulsi,m is not at present practicable because of 
administrative difficulties, as one hears it main· 
tained s,)metimes. Even so, there may be some vil· 
lages which will have such largely attended schools 
as to make it advisable to use compulsion for the pur' 
pose of requiring the attendance·of all the children of 
the school-going age in that area. There is not 
even an enabling Act which is applicable to rural 
areas in the Bombay Presidency. But Mr. Paranjpye 
sees a difficulty bere. He says there is no machi
nery available in villages for the enforcement of 
compulsion, even if provision were made in law for 
it. The Bombay Government contemplates con· 
stituting punchayats in certain selected villages, 
and when these are set going, then it will be time 
to consider if tbey can be entrusted with a compul· 
sory Edll"ation Act. We are not convinced that 
the constitution of punchayats is necessary to the 
introduction of compulsory education in villages. 
In the Punjab, the Central Provinces, Bihar and· 
Orissa and Madras, the Elementary Education Act' 
applies to rurai as well as municipal areas; it can· 
not be contended that in all these provinces every 
village is endowed with a punchayat or that the 
application of the Act is confined only to suoh' 
"illages as can b'Jast of punchayats. Indeed, in the 
Madras pra"idenoy, although there are union pun.' 
chayats in certain villages or groups of villages,' 
the local autborities empowered to administer the! 
Act in villsges are only t,,[uk boards. These latter 
oan certainly fUlletio" through local attendance 
oommittee". It is th~rofora quite unnecessary to 
adjourn (,:OfoJpl-lISlon in educa.tiou to a day when 
punchllovnl< 'He 'n wort; ing order. It will take two 
years for the formation of punchayats, and even 
~ben thev will be forme,l on " very limited scale. 
To us it lIu:lenrs to he ql11te unjustifiable to wait so 
long, if in ether resp"l't< it is possible to push 
ahead. We have not cOllsi<i"red here the financial 
difficulties that may bo,(\ "ur path; but finances· 

forthcoming, we cannot think of anything that need 
seriously hamper our progress or c"use muoh delay. 

But the whole question is one of finance; as 
to how much additional funds the Government is 
prepared to make available for the spread of educa
tion. It is calculated that universal primary edu
cation will require an annual outlay of 3~2 crores 
and the point for consideration is over how long a 
period this expenditure is proposed to be spread by 
Government. Provided the nec~ssary funds are 
raised, it becomes comparatively a minor matter 
how it is spent; whether part of it is devoted to ex· 
tending education on a voluntal"Y basis, and 'Uso, 
what proportion it bears to the amount spent on 
compulsory education. What the pe'Jple are and. 

, ous about is that the greatest possible progress in 
education should be made' compatible with the abi· 
iity of the people to bear additional taxation; and 
our hope in this connexion is that the Minister will 
take courage in both his hands and propose bold 
schemes for the expansion of education although 
they should entail large addit.ion to the present 
burdens and consequently much popular odium. 
We believe that the Council and the leaders of 
public opinion will give bim their cordial support. 
It will, we think, be a very good iuea to appoint a 
Committee of the Legislative Council, with per· 
baps "ne or tw~ added members from outside, for 
tbe purpose of investigating the whole problem of 
education. The Committee should be specially 
charged with tbe task of recommenJ ing to what 
pitcb and in what furm additional taxation may be 
levied. If the Committee is sufficiently represen· 
tative, it will afford the Minister some clue of the 
preparedness of the people to make sacrifices. If 
there is a disposition on the part either of the 
Committee or of the people outside to shirk the 
burden' which they must bear for the sake of educa
'tion, it is the duty' of the Minister to do propa
ganda work, for we are sure it is only necessary to 
beat up public opinion a little in order to obtain 
popular support for fresh taxation. If Mr.Paranj
pye will only try to enlist the sympathy of the pub
lic, we are sure that the' whole Presidency will 
rally round him. 

THE ETHICS OF VIOLENCE. 
IN these days when the problem of Non·Violence 
can but be deemed by all thoughtful students of 
Indian affairs to be of all pressing, problems the 
most fundamental, it'may perhaps be of some ad
vantage to think out its implications and under
lying principles in order to clear away the many 
misconceptions, half-truths and fallacies which 
beset its path and to make room for that clear 
thinking in which alone I can see hope for clear 
and right action. 

In law, "Violence" means any unlawful ex· 
ergise of physical force. If the physical rorce can 
be used unjustly, it follows that there must be 
occasions wben physical force can be used justly. 
In other w'ords, force is not wrong in ibelf. Physi· 
cal force is employed, nnd jl1stly so, b pj,1ugh a 



JUNE 30, 192L ] THE SERV Aft OF INDIA. 261 

, aourse of the debate,. the ex-Viceroy "had been able 
at the meetings of the Joint Seleot Committee to 

,express the views of the Indian Government." It 
is olear that he considerably influenced the ulti
mate decisiou of the Committee in favour of dyar-

, cb)' for Burma. Its exclusiou from the itinerary of 
the Secretary of State aud the Viceroy in 1918 had 
been adversely criticised and Sir Reginald Crad-' 
dock's scheme of reforms had created the impres-
8ion that the problem of Burma would uot be tack
led in the only right manner possible under the 

,ciroumstances. Lord ,Chelmsford is thus proving 
, himself more servioeable to India, whioh, of oourse, 
inoludes Burma, in his:unofficial than in his offioial 
life as Vioeroy. Our only regret is that the pre
sent agreement between Mr. Montaguand Lord 

, Chelmsford on the question of Burma Reforms was 
, not found possible at an earlie,r stage. In that oase 
the Seoretary of State coqld have, in virtue of the 

: powers v'ested in him by the Government of India 
Aot, 1919, created Burma a Governor's province 
without reoourse to the dilatory method of parlia

'mentary procedure, and Burma would have been 
enabled to oome into her own even simultaneously 
with India. 

As to the suitability of dyarohy to oonditions 
in Burma, opinion in the Committee was somewhat 

,divided. Some of the members were favourably 
disposed to the Government of India's plan whioh 
was more or less oast in the mould of the Morley
Minto scheme. The disadvantages oC granting to 
Burma a scheme of reforms which merely allowed 
the legislature the right of critioism over a wide 
..field unaooompained by any sense of responsibility 
are obvious, and the experienoe of India in the 
matter whioh is by no means reassuring must have 

, impressed them with the very limited nature of the 
aoope for advance in the same direction, ~hen the 
time oame for a forward jump. Nor oould they fail 

,to take aooount of the impression that might have 
been oreated by the Committee's deoision in favour 

, of the Government of India's soheme, as it would 
,have meant a negation of Mr. Montagu's promise 
,'Of Deoember last. It is a matter for satisfaotion 
therefore that the Committee recommended with 
one voioe the soheme of dyarohy embodied in the 
Bill, The vague idea entertained in some quarters 
for Burma's separation from India was made by 
some noble lords the ground for delay in passing 
the measure in question. We are glad that better 
oounsels prevailed, They failed to reoognise, ~s 
the Committee reoognised, that suoh a step, when
ever It would beoome a matter of praotioal politios, 
would not be hampered by the limited provinoial 
autonomy oontemplated by the Bill. The question is 
thus a oomplioated one and all the issues involved 
in the idea of separation must be properly explored 
before any solution Is finally oome to. 

It need hardly be made olear that the soheme 
outlined in the Bill will necessitate the colleotion 
of detailed information as to qualifications for fran
ohise, oomposition of the oounoil, the method of 

"eleotion, the olassifioation of subjeots into ".eserv-

ed" and "transferred'" and similar matters by par
sonal investigation and a Committee will shortly 
visit Burma to this end. In order that the experi
ment, of dyarchy may be started under favourable 
conditions, it is necessary that the franohise should 
be as wide as local conditious will allow aud there 
should be direot election even in oase of rural 
areas. The Burma Government have now modifi~d 
their original proposals to the extent of withdraw
ing ,their partiality for indirect elections; and it is 
to be hoped that the fullest effect will be given to 
the wishes of the people iu this regard. The Com
mittee would also do well to bear in mind the fact 
that the Burmaus have beeu insisting upon a 70 p. c., 
instead of a 60 p. o. eleoted element in the Council, 
its maximum suggested strength being '100. ,It 
would also be desirable to transfer the complete 
oontrol of education to natives of the soil, as in tjJe 
oase of Indian provinces. The eduoational poli~y 
of the looal GoverllJ!lent has aroused very conside
rable opposition in the province, so much sO th,at 
that itself has been regarded as justifying a resort 
to non-co-operation with the Government. ,Eve,ry
thing should be done in the new order of things to 
allow the Burmese Education Minister an unr~s
trioted field for his oonstructivo ability. Female 
education having made greater strides in Burma 
and women being in the enjoyment of a greater 
measure of liberty in the social life of the oouutry 
than in India, the problem of female franchise lire
sents less difficulties iu Burma. In fact it would 
be more correct to say that it presents no diffic"l
ties of a serious nature. The wishes of the people 
as expressed through their accredited, representa
'tives in the counoil have been in favour of suc'b. a 
step, for we find that so far back as 12th February, 
1921, it adopted the following resolution unani
mously :-"This council considers that frauchise 
should be extended to women from the outset, in 
view of their advanoed position in Burma." It is 
to be earnestly hoped that this sex disqualifioation 
will find no place in Burma's first electoral rules. 

D. V. AMBEKAR. 

REMOVAL OF UNTOUCHABIUTY, 
MR. GANDHI has now explained that when he in
vited the ao-operation of the Liberals, he did not 
invite them to join in the pioketing oampaign, but 
only to try to abolish drink in their own away. Let 
me olear away one misoouoeption. The Liberals as 
a body are not opposed to pioketing; they readily 
admit the utility of that method under certain COn
ditions; but they think that, with the transfer of the 
abkari department to the oontrol of popular tDinis
ters who are wen aware of the publio feeling in the 
matter, picketing is uot ueoessary. It ~will at best 
produoe a temporary effect, and when it is open to 
the Liberals to devise means for a permanent sup
pression of the drink traffio, they must not be held 
to blame if they do Dot feel much enthusiasm about 
the pioketing movement that is now going on. 
though it is wrong to say that they are hostile to 

• 
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it. Mr. Gandhi now invites the Liberals to pr0hi
bit the sale and manufacture of drink by legisla
tive action. I must say that I read this statement 
with a sense of relief, for I had thought that Mr . 
Gandhi intended to practise non-co-operation not 
only with the Government, but also with those who 
"':ould deign to take part in the Government. If Mr. 
Gandhi welcomes legislative action in this matter 
it follows that he must likewise facilitate the taking 
of measures calculated to lead to prohibition. He 
will admit that prohibition, extremely desirable as 
it is, will create a serious deficit in the provincial 
revenues which has to be made up. He feels that 
there is much room for economy in the present 
scale of expenditure; in this view all will agree. 
He feels that there is no room for further taxation; 
with this view few will sympathise; his own collec
tion of a crore merely for the purpose of setting 
some charkhas going disproves his statement. But 
whatever truth there may be in either view, Mr. 
Gandhi will recognise that economy to the extent 
that is desired cannot be effected at once, that it 
will necessarily have to be spread over a series of 
years. He will also realise that if it is an evil to 
be made to pay more t:,,:es than one can bear, it is 
a greater evil to have the drink curse in our midst. 
So, whatever his opinion of the expensiveness of 
the present administration and the resourcelesmess 
of the people may be, he ought to support the pre
sent Minister in the prcpossls he may bring forward 
for additional taxation with a view to the immediate 
abolition of drink. Mr. Gandhi may later en cause 
the administrati ve machinery to be so readiusted 
that the additional taxation, to be leviEd now, will 
be unnecessary and that even the present pitch of 
taxation may be lowered. Thus. without commit
ting himself to the soundness of the existing arran
gements, he may, for the sake of abolishing the 
drink evil, himself support, and advise his non-co
operationist followers to support, the taxation pro
po;als that may be found necessary by the present 
councils_ That anyone should go into the council 
and take any legislative action must seem to Mr· 
Gandhi reprehensible, but to him far more repre
hensible is the drink traffic; and in order to put an 
end to it he does not mincl asking the Liberals to go 
forward in what be doubtless regards as their evil 
ways and to stop the curse of drunkenness. In a 
similar way, he can, and in my opinion he ought 
to, put aside for the moment his views about the 
present financial arrangements of Government and 
lend his active support to schemes of taxation, al
though if he had the control of the whole machi
nery such schemes would perhaps be unnecessary. 
It is only in this way that there can be any useful 
co-operation between the Liberals and the non-co
operators. If Mr. Gandhi does not agree to this, the 
Liberals mayor may not succeed; but there cannot 
be the co-operation between them which Mr. Gan
dhi desires. 

A.nd I wish to invite the co-operation of the 
non-co-operationists in the work of abolishing the 
untouchability of the depressed classes. This item 

at one time occupied the first .I'loce in Mr. Gandhi's 
campaign of non·co-operati0n, end although the 
Liberals cannot comprehend how this purely social 

. matter can at all be related to a ,ccheme for with
drawing co-operation from Government. I feel cer
tain that on that point, detached from other items 
of non· co-operation, Mr. Gandhi will have the ac
tive support of all the Liberals. Let the non-co
operaters and Liberals join hands with regard to 
this single item and lead it to success. If it is true 
that slL'a)aj cannot be attained till the higher class
es cease to treat tbe depressed classes as worse than 
brutes, the non-co-operators must really devote an 
appreciable part of their energy to tbe moven:ent 
for putting a stop to the" touch-me-not .. spirit of 
the higher classes. The non-co-operationists hope 
to establish complete s!faraj by the end of this j-ear 
at the latest, and yet their labours in the CallSe of 
the removal of untouchability. which they ,:eclare 
to be a necessary pre-requisite of 8!ramj, are practi
cally nil. If the non-co-operationists do not dis
dain the help of the Liberals, it is po,sible for b~th 
to work for some such plan as the following:. The 
untouchableness of the depressed classes must go' 
immediately, Everyone must undertake not to 
regard the touch of the depressed clasoes as poll u
tion. But the anti· untouchability campaign must 
aim higher; those who engage in it !':lUst try to 
populalise interdining with members of the depressed 
classes, and those who declare themse!v"s to be in 
favour of the ele,ation of the social status vi the de
pressed classes should be asked to give an undertak
ing in wl'iting to make no difficulty about interdin
ing. These things can be done immediately, but there 
are other things which, though they may not be 
feasible at the present moment on a very wide scale, 
must still be placed before the country as items to 
be practised within a short time; they are, e. g. the 
throwing open the public wells and cisterns and 
temples to members of the depressed classes.. The 
Hindu religion is the most cosmopolitan in the 
world, and it should not be impossible to throw 
down, after a brief . propaganda in its favour, the 
barriers of caste within the precincts of the Hindu 
temple under the very nose of the god. Some day 
may be fixed, on which prominent members of 
the higher castes may march the so-called untouch
ables into the temples in procession. Such a de
monstration will have a great moral effect, and per
haps some hartals may be observed as a sign of 're
pentance for the sins committed by Hindus for 
generations past. Thus can the gateway to Slfaraj 
be really opened by the non-co-operatorsand Liberals 
working conjointly. 

A CRITIC. 

COOLIE LIFE IN ASSAM. 
THE eoonomic and political aspects of the coolie 
question in Bengal have obscured the moral aspect. 
What is the moral atmosphere of a tea garden in 
Assam? Comparison with mill or coal districts is 
misleading. Conditions in a tea garden. away 
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from public opinion and inaccessible to the ordi
nery visitor, are entirely different from oonditions 
in mill or coal districts. The latter are near 
big towns or on the railway. Life in a tea garden is 
1!hut out from the public view. There live the 
stlhebs in their bungalows and the coolie. in their 
lines The coolies are recruited from various parts 
of India. In a coolie line are to be found Madrasis, 
Santhals ,Ooriyas, Mundas, Oraons, Assamese, Cha
mars from Behar aud United Provinces and theC. P., 
low-caste Bengalis, and hillmen,-a motley crew in 
different stages of physical and moral development. 
Many of these are born in the garden and almost 
'all are completely out of touch with their villages. 
They have no place to go to, no aspiration in life, no 
hope of material or moral improvement, no standard, 
no ideal. The ray of religion does not penetrate 
the coolie lines; education is unknown; instinct 
governs their conduct of life, chastened by the rules 
and regulations of the garden. They are slaves ~f 
the planters, body, mind and soul. It is a low 
'animal existence, an agency to create dividends for 
the Oompany. As regards the planters, they are 
out to make money. In their compulsory exile, the 
only amusement they indulge in is physioal; in
>tellectual amusement is not appreciated. Sports and 
games, riding, shooting, drinking and swearing are 
-the order of the day. Such as are not votaries of phy
sical energy have little to relievp. the dull monotony 
·of existence. In their day-to-day life there is no re
finement or culture. Physical pleasure and animal 
gratification are indulged in without restraint. 
Absenoe of white women is more than made up by 
drawing upon the young womanhood in the ooolie 
lines. It is a traditional right, which no coolie can 
resist on pain of severe chastisement. The degrada
tion of the coolies is so complet.. that in most oases 
they cannot conceive of any right in them to 
thwart the desire of the saheb.. Are they not the 
slaves of the sah-hs, and are not their wives, sisters 
and daughters the ultimate property of the sallebs? 
A kind saheb pays for his indulgence in the shape 
'of a few rupees; a bad salleb does riot pay. When the 
saheb wants .. woman from the lines, she must be 
supplied by her father, brother or hu.band. A young 
coolie woman going of one evening to the bungalow 
in the oompany of the saheb's bearer or cMukidar 
is nothing strange, it involves no disgrace. It is a 
sort of tax which may be levied on any coolie's hut~ 
Some tlahebs stick ~ one girl; others like 
change. In the Khdrsal shooting case in the 
Caloutt .. High Court/it oame out in the course of 
the evidence .. nd a, a matter of normal conditions, 
that the manager .bf the garden. Mr. Grant. kept 
Nasib Ali's sister ... his mistress. N .. sib Ali was the 
assistant manager's bearer. Mr. Grant g .. ve evidence 
in the case; he did not deny the faot. There it is. 
What is wrong. why make a fuss about it? Mr. 
{irant h ... the reputation in AS8&m of being a pious 
Scots~n. . 

¥' ag .. inst this picture. there are well ordersd 
g~~ns where planters live with their wives and 
.ct d~n. Life is healthy and ~h" atmosphere sweet 

and purs. The Rev. Mr. Andrews is going to see 
for hi'mselC the coolie in the garden. WiIl be 
enquire into the moral aspect? 

ASSAM. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

DYARCHY IN THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT. 
TO TRB EDITOR OF THB SEBV AlIT OJ' INDIA 

Sla.-With regard &0 Mr. T. V. Seshagiri Ayyar'a article in 
your issue of 16th instant, member. of the .Assembly will 
generally, I am sure, be very glad to see a membet of Mr. 
Ayyal"s attainments and persoDal distinction taking a broader 
view of S~ate affairs and his relation thereto than he BeeMed 
to take when disoussing the codi6cation of Hindu Law: But I 
auggest to Mr. Anal' the Constitution is so new. that the 
powers of the Assembly are not yet exerted or even asserted, 
and that. till tbe powers already granted to tbe AssemblY have 
been exerted and asserted and so tested, ii would be absurd to 
go to Parliament with a request for amendment of the existi!lg 
CODBtitutioD. Reading t.oget~er the Constitution as it exist
aud Ria MajeMY's instructjons to his Governor-General and 
Vioeroy thereanent, I can bUI; think there are wide develop~ 
ments to be made under the existing law before change by law 
is neCf"Ssary or advisable. ADd personally I am dead against 
dyaroby in the Central Government '&ill the ~ssembly has, 80 

to speak, "found itself." Till the As .. mbl, has itself formed a 
policy and founded a party thereon, i'& oaDnot influence the 
oourse of government whatever the Constit.ution; but a polioy 
and party being formed. iii can wholly influence the course of 
government, without. any change ofConstiiution. I hope Mr. 
ArJar is not induced to make his Buggest;ioD8 by '8 wish to 
placate non·oo-operat.ora. The spending of effort to 'ry to 
reoonoile the irreconoilable. to placate the implacable. to m01'8 

to usefulservioelthose whose hearts are wholly given to· 
U AU oenturies but this one, ., 

like Mr. Gandhi, or to 
"Countries other than their own," 

like the Ali brothers. is to 'Plough the sands.- Yours, eto., 
E. L. PRICE. 

Karachi, JUDe 20. 

TOPICS OF TRE WEEK. 

OUR c7iticism of the Ali brothers' apology is 
based. Mr. Gandhi says in Young India, on a mis
understanding. Our standpoint is so radically 
different from that of non-co-operators that it is 
quite possible that we have been betrayed into a 
misunderstanding of the position of the Ali brothers. 
But it is superfluous for us to give the .. ssurance that 
there is no wilful misunderstanding or misinterpreta' 
tion in what we h .. ve written. On the contrary. we will 
take le .. ve to 8&y that we did our level best to under
stand it from the point of view of non-co-operators 
and to sympathise with it. but we have evidently 
failed grievously in it. We must make it clear that 
we have no fault to find with the .. pology itself, but 
we cannot appreoiate the efforts made aft....wards 
to expl .. in it away. We are not surprised at 
our failure to understand the apology and the 
sequel to it. seeing that "one of the greatest of non
co-operators" who is believed to hail from Allaha
bad .. nd the editor of the Ja7lmabhumi, th .. n whom 
we cannot conoeive of any two truer .. nd more ardent 
non-oo-operators (after Mr. Gandhi of course). have 
also similarly failed. All the same we feel sincere 
regret if unwittingly we have done any injustice 
either to Mr. Gandhi or to the Ali brothers. 
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can he grown I 
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for Indian 
eHmatelt 

PESTONJEE P. POCHA &: SONS, 
SEED MERCHANTS. POONA, 

Bombay Presidenoy. 
INDIA. 

TRADE UNION LEGISLATION 
OR 

Notes on the Trade DisputeS Act. 
A reprint is being'taken of the four articles that 

were oontributed to the SERVANT OF INDIA by 
.. A Labour Advooate." 

To those who wish to study the subject, this 
little compilation, which puts, together materials 
rather inaccessible to the ordinary reader would be 
found highly useful. 

Register order~ immediatelY. 
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