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TOPICS OF THE WEEK,

THE anniversary of the foundation of .the
Servants of India Seciety was as usual celebrated
this year on the 12th June ‘and subsequent days
In the absence of the President, the Hon, Mr. V. 8,
Srinivasa Sastri, Mr. G. K. Devadhar conducted
the proceedings. The heads and other membezs
of the different branches gase an account of the
work done by them duriug the year and explained
their plans for the immediate future. The most note:
worthy event was the admission of several young
men as Probationers. They are: Mr.
Chatterjee, B, 4., from Orissa, Mr. Har Datt Sharma,’
B. A, LL. B, from the Punjab, Mr. M. 8. Madhava
Rao, B, A., Joint Seoretary of the Depressed Classes

R. M,

‘Mission, Mangalore, Mr. P. Kodanda Rao;, M. A.,.

who was leoturer in the Central College, Bangalore,
and Mr K. G. Sivaswami ALyar. B. A, from Tlnna-
vally. . -
®,., N

.

-t

IN regard to the apology of the Ali Brother's,’

Mr. Gandhi practically endorses everything said
about it by. M». Mahoniad Ali: that the spesches for
which the apology is tendered . Ware not really in.
ducive to violenoe or open td any other serious ob-
jection, their only fault' being that they wereso
worded as unfortanately to render them . suscepti-
ble of an advarse interpretation: and, 'again, that

both the apology for the past and: the undertaking:

for the future were intended for friends dnd not far
the bureaucracy. No final verdiot on this i

is possible till the whole ascount of what passed at
the interview is available, but what has been so far
published makes it extremely hard for outsiders to

1il, B

accept wathout demur the version - ef tha Maulana.
and the Mahatma. Ifthe speeches:in question
were not really calculated to incite to viglenege, but
were only capable in unfriendly hauds of sucha n

interpretation; we ocannat ‘understand why Mr.

Gandhi should have at all worried about them.. If
the worst .about these spesches was:that '‘some
passages in them did not read well,” the anxiety
which - Mr. Gandhi showed in persuading the bro-
thers to apologise and {0 engage themselves not to
ntter incitements to viclence in future was excessive,
if not entirely misplaced. This atopement, Mr.Gandhi
SAYS, Was necessary.‘ to put themselves right with
their own conscience and with their friends.” What
bad they done to put themselveas wrong with their
conscience? That they made speeches which were
unjustly suspected of instigating to violence, per-
haps by Lord Reading? In that case Mr Gandhi
should have made the Viceroy - apologise and not
the Moulanas, . Again, who are the over-scrupulous
friends to whom the - speeches appeared tu be of a
violent. character? Not Mr, Gandhi, nor any other
friends whom we know of; for they have all been
saying that the speechss did not in faet contain an

" instigation to violence ?. To whom, then, was the

apology due? To none _
. »
BUT was it requlred by the Government ?
Thera is no clear answer to this question either in
Mr. Gandhi's or Mr. Mahomed Ali's statement, but
this much is ceritain that the whole affair was ini-
tiated by the Government. The Viceroy plaeed the
Moulanas’ speeches before Mr. Gandhi, presumably

‘in. order that he. may judge for himself whether

the speeches did not contain incitements to vio-
lence.. , Mr. Gandhi’s opinion about the speeches.
does net seem to ba. very harsh, he feels that
they were somewhat  ineautiously- phrased and are-
likely to oreate a wrongimpression,but thatthey are

. not. objectionable in themselves, And yet instead

of assuring tha Viceroy shat:-there was nothing
serionsgly . wrong in them and that he need not
trouble at: all, -Mr. Gandhi beeame so uneasy
on .account of the Maulanas that he ran wup to-
them and obtained thejr apalogy. Till then no
friend of the Ali brothers seems to have felt any-
alarm for their speechas; Mr. Gandhi alone had be-
gun to think sinde the Simla: interview that the

- speeches “did not read well.” And still Mr. Gandhi

thoughs it: necessary to publish the apology to the
world. The Government have since deciared their
intention to drop the prosecution which they say

L
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was contemplated against the Ali brothers, in view
of the expression of regret and the undertaking into
which they have entered. Mr. Gandhi and Mr.
Mahomed Ali feel aggrieved that the Government
have taken undue advantage of the Ali brothers’
action, which arose from causes quite independent
of what the Government had intended to do to
the Ali brothers. It is very material to the deter-
mination of this matter to know whether or not in
the conversation between Mr. Gandhi and Lord
Reading the threatend prosecution of the Maulanas
figured, If it did, there is not much force in the
complaint.
. * * +

THE Temperance Association of Poona intends
shortly to call 8 Provincial Temperance Conference
for formulating the demands of the people in regard
to excise reform in the Bombay Presidency. From
the preliminary discussions which the Committee of
the organisers had, it is clear beyond doubt that the
ideal of total prohibition of the manufacture and
sale of spirituous liquors is acceptable to all with-
out any exception. But a- considerable difference
of opinion prevails as to the method by which the
ultimate goal should be reached. Ome school of
thought, which was in the majority at the meeting
of the Committee, advocated the prohibition of drink
by direct State action, while the other was inclined
¢o adopt local option for the purpose. 'The ultimate
vesult of the informal discussions was that a strong
endeavour should be made, in the first instanee, to
bring in a bill in the local Legislative Couneil for
the prohibition of the manufacture and sale of spi~
rituous liquors in the Bombay Presidency after
ths 1st April 1924, failing which, another measure
based upon the principle of local option should be
introduced as early as possible.

+* » *

THE Social Service League, Bombay, has sug-
gested some important modifications in the Indian
Factories Act Amendment Bill, which will result
in affording greater protection to factory workers
than is contemplated in the Bill. This provides
that the minimum number of employees neces~
sary to constitute a factory should be 20 instead
of 50 as at present: while the League desires
a further reduction with the object of bringing
even smaller factories within the purview of
the Bill and presses that the minimum should be
fixed at 10. The Bill ocomtemplates the vesting of
the Local Governments with the power of bring-
ing small factories employing between 10 and 20
people under the Act. It should be noted that
they enjoyed a similar power even under the old
Act; but that it was never put to use. Henoe the
necessity of incorporating the above provision in
the amending Bill itself. The weekly hours of
work are proposed to be limited to 60 under the
Bill; but the League proposes that there should bea
34-hour week rather than a 60-hour one. The
Bill proposes to fix the hours of work for children

at 6, which the League desires to see reduced to 5.
* * *

The League's other suggestions are also well
worthy of note. As regards factory inspeotors, it
suggests that they should be recruited from the me-
dical profession in India and that ther should
possess some knowledge of mechanical and engi-
neering science. It is also recommended by the
League that none but Indians should be appointed
to these posts. 'The welfare of the female and child
employees would be doubtless promoted if the
League's suggestion for the appointment of “a few
lady inspectors in every large industrial centre’’ is
given effect to. We agree with the League in think-
ing that the appointment of honorary inspectors or
visitors “with definite powers and working under
the chief inspectors on the lines of the honorary
organisers of co-operative societies” would also
help in achieving this object. The League supports
the idea of employing whole time medical officers
by provineial Governments to administer to the re-
quirements of labour, but rightly emphasises the
need of their being none other than Indians. It has
also been suggested that no over-time work should
be allowed until the hours of work are brought
down to 8. In the opinion of the League, repeti-
tions of offences on the part of employers should be
visited, not with mere fines, but with simple impri-
sonments. The League has also suggested that the
Bill should provide for the grant of privilege leave
to women for six weeks before and six weeks after
confinement. .

» » »

The report of the Committes appointed by the

Cochin Government to revise the educational sys-

‘tem in the State has been published. The Com-

mittee has ruled out compulsion even in regard to
primary education as being uncalled-for. The pro-
gress made by the State in educational matters on

& voluntary basis is, in the Committee’s view, so

satisfactory as fo make a resort to compuision un-
necessary. ‘70 p. ¢. of the total school-going popu-
lation is already at achool and the State has every
hope of bringing another 20 per cent under instruc-
tion by opening more schools. The State seems to
be specially fortunate in this respect. Its authori-
ties are never faced with the problem as to how to
fill their schools. Their experience in the past has
been that no sooner are mew schools opened than
they attract the necessary number of students.
There are, however, in Cochin some backward com-
munities which are rather slow in realising the
value of education. It would, in our opinion, have
quickened their educational advance if in their
case the Committee had recommended the introduc-
tion of the principle of compulsion. Such a recom-
mendation would have been more in accord with
modern requirements in the light of which the Com-
mittee was asked to frame their recommendations.
This would have prevented all avoidable delay in
bringing every child of school-going age under in-
struction. It is true that coercive action even in
regard to education should be adopted only asa
last resort ; but it is equally true that it should no
be shirked in case of necessity.
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THE CHANDPUR INCIDENT.

IT is sad to contermplate the needless misery and
loss of life to which the unfortunate Assam la-
bourers at Chandpur were subjected by the wrong
attitude of the Bengal Government and of the local

non-co-operators. Mainly on economic grounds,

but to some extent being misled by outside agita-
tors, the coolies began to migrate from Assam and
found their way to Chendpur in Bengal. In the
interests of public heslth and humanity, it was
necessary to help them to go to their homes as they
refused to go back to the tea gardens under any
circumstances. Mr. De, the Commissioner of the
Division, sent about a thousand ocoolies by steamer
to Goalando at the expense of a private fund ; but
when it was exhausted and the stream of coolies
continued to pour in, he moved them on at Govern-
‘ment expense, but without the sanction of the local
Government. When, however, the latter came to
know about his action, it disapproved of it in ad-
herenoce to the principle, in the words of Sir Henry
Wheeler, “that in the case of labour disputes to
which Government itself is not a party and of the
merits of which this {(Bengal) Government is not the
judge, ils attitude should be one of neutrality, It is
not the duty of the Bengal Government to side with
one party or the other. To do so would be to inter-
vene gratuitously in favour of one party to an in-
dustrial dispute and to create a most dangerous and
unjustifiable precedent for the future.” This deci-
sion was most unfortunate as it was the main cause
of all the subsequent misery and loss of life, - If the
Assam Qovernment had argued in this manner
there might have been some force in it, though we
should still have disapproved of such an attitude as
rights of property are always subordinate to the
right of life. The duty of the Bengal Government
was only to lock upon the situation from the point
of view of humanity and public health. The indus-
trial concerns were in Assam and not in Bengal
Mr. De took the nght view of the situation and
moved the coolies on until his hands were
stayed by the local Government. The latter forgot
the good old maxim that prevention is better than
oure and while it refraimed from helping in the
matter of repatriation, arranged for medical aid—
in othor words, refusing to give food to a starving
man, met his funeral expenses after death. .
Though Mr, De’s attitude was perfeotly rl,ght

on the repatriation question, he was absolutely
wrong in employing force in the way he did in
clearing the railway station. No doubt it had been
rendered dangerously insanitary by the voolies who
squatted there and it was necessary to remove them
to another place. But they olung to the station
platform because they wanted repatriation and
Mr. De's own action had strengthened their .de-
mand. He also knew that local non-co-operators
bad influence with the ooolies, and what he should
have done was to have assured them of repatriation
and to have invited the local leadars to persuade them
to camp elsewhere. But instead he wired for aGoorkha

contmgent a.nd as soon a9 they arrived employed
them in clearing the station. He did so, according
to his own admission in an interview with the local

‘leaders whose assistance he however sought after

creating the trouble by employing the Goorkhas, in
order to produce a moral impression, which Mr.
Andrews more correotly described as an immoral
impression. -Mr. De surely could not have been un-
aware that the Government of India had, in con-
nection with the Punjab disturbances, strongly re-
pudiated the employment of force for creating a
moral impression. It is passing strange that the

" lesson of General Dyer should have been so easily

and 50 soon lost om him. It is this attitude of
his and the refusal of the local Government to help
in repatriating that led to the long hartals and the
railway and steamer strikes, which-resulted in ag-
gravating the sufferings of the stranded ocoolies, in
spreading cholera and disease and in paralysing the
business of the town. In the Commissioner of a
Division more tact and foresight are, certainly ex-
peoted. His and the local Government's follies
were & godsend to the local non-co-operators. They
provided opportunity and excitement. The embers
burst into high tongues of flame,

But it is reprehensible that in catching a poli-
tiocal opportunity, the non-co-operators shonld have
paid no heed to the dictates of humanity. Medical
help for the sick and dying from Government was
not acoepted with any readiness. Aid from a
relief fund was rejected beosuse Mr Te was in-
directly connected with it. The hartals and strikes
called by the non-co-operators interfered with the
sipply of food and medicine to the patients, besides
putting the general community to great hardship.
They were continued with the object of ‘bringing
the Government on its knees * though by doing so
the repatriation of the coolies was necessarily post-
poned, and cholera and disease found time fo play
dreadful havoo. Thus the lives and interests of the
ihnocent ¢oolies were sacrificed for the sake of a
political gain by those "who ‘professed to’ be their
friends. The follies and paesions of the Govern-
ment and non-co-operators thus added an unneces-
Sary loa.d to the melancholy burden of the country.

.DYARCHY IN THE CENTRAL

GOVERNMENT.

ONE of the problems which, in the near future, should
engage the attention' of thoughtful politicians is
the introduoction of dyarchy in the Central Govern-
ment. Notwithstanding the Cassandra-like fore-
bodings of many persons, the system devised by the
Montford scheme for the Government of the Pro-
vinces has been a success. The working of the
system has revealed certain defects, and has also
convinoed the evil prophets that the people at this
moment have the oapacity and statesmanship for
shouldering a larger measure of self-government
than the Montford Reform proposals have given
them. But the time has come for considering seri-
ously whether the plan which has worked so well
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in the Provinces should not be introduced in the
Central Government. It is true that from the Im-
perial Councils more tban from the Provincial
Councils very many capable men have kept away;
and yet the testimony borpe by the President of the
Legislative Assembly proves that the Assembly asa
whole is capable of undertaking heavier responsi-
bilities than have 'been entrusted to it. I have no
doubt that it can as efficiently as the mofussil
councils discharge the functions which dyarchy
will confer on it,

_The determination of mndus operandi for the in-
troduction of the scheme deserves serious thought.
The proper procedure would be to dissolve the pre-
sent Assembly and to bring in a new set of members
for working dyarchy, because the present Assembly
was not elected for that purpose. But it may be
said that the sitting members have put themselves
t0 considerable expense and trouble, and it would
be unfair to ask them to go away within a year of
their election. If the members consider that the
sacrifice they are asked to make with a view to
ushering the new order of things will not be suffi-
oienfly compensated by the step, they cannot be
accused of being indifferent to the welfare of the
country. They have two alternatives before them—

one, personal sacrifice and the prospect of being

turned out in the hustings, and the other, the pros-
pect of securing for their country a real step in the
path of self-government. As regards the second
alternative, there is the prospect of giving opportu-
nities to men who had stood aloof in the elections
10 come in and to assist in the administration of
the country. On the cother hand, the members of
the Assembly can argue that they are as capable of

undertaking the new responsibilities as those that, |

like Achilles, have skulked in the tent. If that is
the predominant view, they should ask that further
powers should be conferred on them. This ought
not to be difficult. Anyhow, the time is come for
claiming to go up another step in the ladder.

I have written this note with a view to elicit-
ing public opinion on the suggestion herein con-
tained. I am sure that the subject would be dis-
cussed with the seriousness and responsibility
which it demands.

T. V. SESHAGIRI AYYAR.

AN EXPERIMENT IN HAND-SPINNING.

AN experiment on a fairly large scale is being
carried on in Kathiawad some months past to see
if hand-spinning and weaving can be made re-
munerative. In January last I received an offer of
a lakh of rupees’ from a friend to- be utilized as
capital for the encouragement of spinning and
manufaoture of khudder in Kathiawad. Before
closing with the offer, I had to oonsult friends and
colleagues as to the feasibility of the work : there-
fure in order to study the local conditions anhd to
see the work of a ovlleague who was already work-
ing in that direction, I went to Kathiawad and ulti-

mately decided to try the experiment with head-
quarters in Amreli town.

Cotton of the Mathia variety, which is shorte
stapled and the cheapest available in this country,
is grown in abundance in the southern half of the
province and is considered best for making coarse
cloth. Kathiawad is a poor province comparatively
and the charkha has not yet died out there. It was
therefore considered t0 be the best place for the ex-
periment. I have been working there for the last
four months and the following facts in connection
therewith will be found interesting to the reader.

Over 5000 charkhas are now at work at 25
centres, a quarter of them being supplied to the
spinners by the promoters of the experiment, and
the rest being supplied by the spinners themselves.
Cotton is regularly supplied and yarn collected at
the different centres by paid agents. The spinners
mostly belong to the ordinary culfivating class
and the lower middle class and earn at the rate of

“about two annas a day. They are all women and are

not in a position to go out to earn a livelihood.
Some of them are purde women, who will not stir out
of their homes. However small the income may
appear to be, they feel it a great boon and bless the
soul that has revived the spinning wheel. It must
be borne in mind that it is only a supplementary
income. Two annas a day may not be much, but
it is better than nothing to these poor people. As
was mentioned in this paper in its issue of May
19 last by “An Economist” of wide repute: “The
possible subsidiary earning by means of spinning
wheels in a family of a poor ryot or agricultural
labourer is very likely in millions of cases to make
all the difference between adequate and inadequate
maintencnce” or in other words between a state of
sufficiency and semi.starvation., (The italics are
mine).

Carded cottor is supplied to the spinners, card-
ing costing about an anna per 1b, which brings
about rupees two per day to a carder of ordinary
strength. The yarn is given to the village weavers,

‘who are exclusively members of the Dhed com-

munity; for the ordinary weaver has not yet over-
come his objection to weave handspun yarn, on
the score of its béing uneven -and breaking often,
thus requiring a longer time fo weave than the
mill-made yarn. The weaver gets four to five annas
alb, whereby he is enabled to make about a rupee
a day. The khiudder that is produced is sold either
locally or in Bombay. The percentage of local sale
at present is small, but it is hoped that in the near

‘future by & little advertizing most of the Fhudder

produced will be consumed in the province. A
maund of 40 lbs. of ginned mathia cotton costs at
present about Rs. 9 and the same quantity of cotton
turned into cloth {about 31'1bs)) costs about Rs. 32.
Of this Rs. 214 go to the carder, Rs. 614 to the
spinner, Rs. 1014 to the weaver and Rs. 334 for
supervision and miscellaneous charges. The khu-lder
costs about seven anaas g yard by 27 inches. The

"whole business is conducted on commercial and not

on philanthropic lines; byt no,profits are earned and

Al e s
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the khudder is sold at cost price. At present about
80,000 rupees are employed in capital expenses and
during tha last month over Rs. 20,000 in all were
distributed in wages to the different classes of
workers. If is hoped to extend the business after
the rainy season. Spinning is the least remunera-
tive of the three operations, but in spite of that,
soores of women ¢ome every morning, some from
distances of four to six miles, and some have to be
sent back withous$ cotton, as the yarn collected can
not be woven as fast.

From my experience I can say that there is a
great future for spinning but as a supplementary
home industry only, provided cotton is regularly
supplied at various places. By providing such an
occupation, it adds to the slender income of the rural
population and is bound to prevent the tide of men
and women going in search of employment to towns
in normal times and prevent them flocking to relief
works in famine times. The indirect benefits to
the weaver and the carpenter are obvious. So long
as the country remains a predominently agrioul-
tural one, some supplementary source of income is
absolutely necessary for those who depend upon
land for their daily bread. Next to that of food,
clothing is the greatest universal need and spinning
is the most suitable home industry for this
country. If may be said that the demand for
khudder cloth is artificial and hence ephemeral and
is bound to disappear sooner or later: but this is
due to the misapprehension that mills can make
even conrse oloth at a cheaper rate than tha charkka
and the handloom. When such ecloth is produced
locally and is known to be decidedly more durable,
and the middieman's profit eliminated, it is bound
to supply all local demand, at any rate on the part
of poorer classes of the population, who form such
a large percentage of the total. So the revival of
the spinning wheel can be locked upon as a per-
manent feature and not & mere passing phase
in rural Indian life. The nation lives in villages,
not in towns,

A. V. THAKEAR.

RACE FEELING.

STUDENTS of ourrent politics all the world over
will easily recognise that the most diffieult
problem whioh requires immediate solution is the
question of the relations subsisting between the
different races inhabiting the giobe. Everywhere
the conflict is growing and in spite of the efforts of
well-meaning statesmen to bridge the gulf and
establish cordial feeling, the progress made in this
direction has so far not been satisfactory at all
To the white, liberty, equality, fraternity and other
ideals to which he pays homage have no meaning
when other races are concerned. His dominance is
of greater importance and usefulness to his race.
This deplorable fact makes one despair of any
immediate prospeot of the establishment of that
high ideal,* the brotherhood of man”™ which ail
raligions have preached time and again. - Some
historical ciroumstances have enabled the white

man to extend his rule over lands where he has no
right to govern. He speaks of the civilising mis-
sion of his race, but rarely understands how best
that mission could be carried out unless what is
professed is also practised. In most cases be has
failed to live up to the ideal set up by his religicn
and in his lust for power and money he has totally
neglected his mission. Even the missionary working
amidst other races often forgets the fundamental
truths of his religion and falls an easy prey fo
passions which speak of a less developed mind.
His close association with those .permeated with
race feeling has discredited the religion of Christ to
propagate which he migrates at great personal
sacrifice to far-off lands. So everyone interested in
the reformation of the existing state of things will
read with great relief the proceedings of the con-
ference on International and Missionary questions
that assembled at (Glasgow in January last wherein
much attention was devoted to the subject of the
confact of the West with Asia and Africa.

‘We have heard it said that if political justice
is administered properly alien rule may be consi-
dered tolerable. If this is a fact those familiar
with conditions in India can bear testimony. The
Britisher often boasts of his impartiality, upright-
ness and efficiency. He has stood for justice bet-
ween many warring elements. While it is not
possible in the course of this article to examine this
extravagant claim, we must emphasise the fact that
he at any ratg has not stood for equality between
race and race, especially in a matter where the
white and the ccloured races are involved. Lord
Reading’s recent speech wherein he speaks of race
equality is a confession of the existence of this
just grievance, It is in the interest of all concem-
ed also to bear in mind that mere political justice
even fully adopted will not go much to smoothen
the present strained relations between the governors
and the governed. Rev. Lenwood of the London
Missionary Society in a paper read at the Glasgow
Conference says: ' I am inclined to think that good
social relations are more important than political
justice.” The insults that Englishmen in India
offer to Indians is the main cause of the present
unyrest, Mr. Curtis of the Round Table fame ex-
presses with refreshing frankness the disgracef::
behaviour of many Englishmen in this country.
He observes:

* If the true history of every Indian anarchist is writ-
ten I venture to auy that hardly one would be found is
which the bent to political crime has not been giver by
some disgraceful inoident of tLe kind. ... I fear that the
class of Englishmen who not mersly offer, but consider -
it their duty to offer, these inmulis to Indians, whenaver
the occasion arises, must also be numbered in hundreds.
To the peace of India and the Britlsh connection they
constitute an Incomparably greater danger than anare
chiste.”

The events in the Punjab during the martial law
regime, events of which only vandals can be proud,
and the numerous instances of the manner in
which justice is administered when Indian lives
and Indian honour are concerned afford ample proog
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of this. Race feeling, as Rev. Lenwood remarks,
becomes worse when it is reinforced by theories of
white dominance. The Non-co-operation movement
in this country is in effect a revolt against the
prejudice with which Englishmen start their career
in India, “Indians must be kept in their place.”
Every circumstance that a ruling class possesses is
taken advantage of to carry out this idea. The
arrogance of the ruling class is so great that as
Rev. L.enwood mentioned at the Conference even in
England Indians find'it difficult to get rooms in
English Hotels.

If Englishmen in India are filled with such
extravagant mnotions of their own importance,
it is no wonder that the educated Indiar
resents their interference in the affairs of his
country. The Indian feels that these English-
men have a controlling voice in the Government
and any act, however good its intentions may be,he
looks upon with suspicion. Of course the inaugu-
ration of the reforms has led to the decline of the
bureaucracy. The system meant to perpetuate
the ‘unquestionable claim’ of the white man to rule
India is being abandoned. Whether they will or
not, they are forced to acquiesce in the new arrange-
ments. But Sir William' Marris pertinently says
in his paper read at the Conference that the success
of the new order of things will largely depend not
only on Indians who will act and utilise the powers
vested in them with a due sense of responsibility
but also on Englishmen who will give their lives
to India in what is called the missionary spirit.
They must be prepared to give of their very best in
the spirit of Christ.

It is well to bear in mind that the worth of
a movement is generally judged by the actions of
its followers, Christianity is judged by the action
of Christians. It behoves a Christian to do all he
can to change his standards of value which are now
based on race prejudice. He must be able to recog-
vise the good that is in others and give up looking
down on their ways merely because they differ from
his. Rev.Lenwood asked his hearers to cultivate a
very sensitive imagination. He says: “The imagina-
tion of others' feelings is one of the rarest gifts, yet
for want of it infinite harm has been done. We must
learn instinctively to see every situation as other
races see it; to know what they desire, to under-
stand why they are repelled. Let us avoid accept-
ing privileges given to us because we belong to a
ruling caste, but denied to the real inhabitants of
the country. At lJeast we need not forget to be
gentlemen,"”

Social intercourse plays a great part in remov-
ing suspicions that people of different races enter-
tain of each other especially when one belongs
to the ruling race. Many Englishmen are often
given to express their sympathy for India's
struggle for freedom. But how few have really
helped the cause is & matter of history., The feel-
ing of brotherhood can be considered genuine only
if it is shown in act. That is the only way of re-
moving the suspicions that lurk in the Indian mind.

So Rev. Lenwood concludes that positive creation
of friendship at all costs iz the only solution for
this difficult problem. The mentality of the English-
man that makes him believe in the superiority of
white races must undergo a radical change.

In this connection it is necessary to recall to
our mind the treatment acoorded to Indians in the
Colonies. Judged by the standards enunciated by
Rev. Lenwood, it is un-Christian. Tt is scarcely
conducive to mutual good feeling without which
no friendship can grow between the communities
inhabiting these colonies. Nor is it consistent with
the spirit of the British Commonwealth in which all
members should receive equal treatment, The bad
feeling exhibited by the colonials in South Africa,

' Canada, Austré.lia., Fiji etc. towards Indians and

other Asiatic races is a serious lapse of good sense.
Unless equal treatment is accorded to all alike, the
prospect of removing racial feeling is not hopeful.

The existence of the evil of race feeling: is re-
cognised ; remedies have been suggested. What is
it then that stands in the way of accomplishment ?
It is prejudice due to selfishness. Allare sons of
God. If thissonship is recognised, brotherhood must
follow. This, Rev. Lenwood thinks, is God's view
of man. This is the only tolerable view of human
beings. Even historically the permanent superio-
rity of the white races cannot find support. Supe-
riority run on the races of the past has faded away.
The appeal which Rev. Lenwood addresses to
those that come out to work in India must certain-
1y find response. For the mutual good of the two
races which by Providence have been brought to-
gether, recognition of the brotherhood of man is
essential. Any deviation from this course will
greatly reflect on the character of the offender.
‘While recognising the tremendous sacrifice the
non-co-operation movement calls for from its fol-
lowers, one cannot be blind to, the fact that it is
likely to end in the danger of creating race feeling
too. In either case the result is deplorable. The
sooner this race feeling dies ouf, the better for India
and the Empire.

R, 8. R.

MR. GANDHI'S APPEAL TO THE
LIBERALS.

IN the last issue of Young India Mr. Gandhi
has addressed an open letter to the Liberal party,
appealing to them to lend assistance in working
out such items of non-co-operation as command
universal assent, and he particularly mentions tem-
perance among these items as one which ought to
evoke their whole-hearted support. This appeal has
already baen fully answered by the party through
theiraceredited organs, and their unreserved support
has been pledged not only to temperance, but also to
the elevation of the social and political status of
the so-called untouchables. It is somewhat strange
that, although the latter oceupies the first place
in Mr. Gandhi’s revised programme of mnon-co-
operation, it is the former for which he seeks

[
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Libersal support, in the first instance. The Liberals
do nof belisve that temperance or removal of un-
touchability can at all form part of a movement for
the withdrawal of co-operation - from Government;
did it really form an integral part, Mr. Gandhi
-could not in reason ask the Liberals to participate
in it. Nor is Mr, Gandhi's assurance of much valua
that “ the deprivation to the Government of the
drink revenue is of the least importance in the
campaign " in the face of the resolutions passed in
due form at political conferences, and adverted
to editorislly in the SERVANT OF INDIA, to the
effect that the temperance movement must be sup-
ported by the country becauise thereby they would
be able to paralyse the ministerial section of Gov-
ernment. PBut, even 80, the Liberal party, and 1
may say the ministers drawn from that party, are
-eager to give their unstinted support to this move-
ment, although intended to hamper themselves and
.although identified with & political movement of
which they strongly disapprove, Surely, the move-
ment would have gathered greater strength if it
had heen kept ¢lear of these unnecessary complica-
“tions, but the Liberals as a party, I am: proud to
say, have risen superior to these minor considera-
“tions and welcomed help from all quarters, irres-
peotive of their political persuasion, in the aboli-
tion of the drink fraffic, which forms a leading plank
in their own programmae.
Mr. Gandhi's appesl is thus already answered
‘by the Liberal party, but may I, as a young Liberal,
‘state my personal view that the methods adopted
-by non-oo-operationists in the cause of temperance
are incapable of doing abiding good, if not
-absolutely futile? What is it that they are now
doing ? They picket as many grog shops as they
oan and try to dissuade the usual frequenters of
-these shops from drinking. I will at onee concede
‘that in this they have suoceeded to a large degree.
-But my contention is that this does not go a long
way. It will not be claimed for piocketing that it
‘turns back the drinkers, converted to abstinence.
All that oan be reasonably claimed is that the very
sight of the picket, if strong in .numbers, is often
enough to shame the would-be drinkers info going
-back to their homes without their usual dose. The
sbattle is thus won at the first blow, but the victory
will last only so long as the picket is maintained.
Directly it is withdrawn, the shop will be alive with
-the usual frequenters. No permanent change in
habits has bean effeoted, nor did I see any serious
-attempt at persuasion made at the oentres I visited.
The net result of the present movemen* will therefore
be that while the enthusiasm which is just now
. observable lasts and liguor shops are attended by
‘volunteers in large numbers, the shops will be' de-
~gerted, but not a day longer. It ia thus inherently
“impossible to close down permanently any of the
-existing shops by thess means. The Liberals
have ready to hand a much. more effective
means of suppressing the drink traffic, of which
«4he non-gco-operationists in their perversity have
«deprived themselves. It is caloulated to yield

lasting results, of which the present movement
is from its very mnature not susceptible. To my
mind, therefore, there is very little advantage
in the Liberals participating in the picketing
that is at present going on; I would rather have
them concentrate on the method whioch is exclu-
sively open to them and devise the best practicable
means to prohibit, once and for all, the sale and
manufacture of liquor by legislative action. Mr.
Gandhi invites the Liberal party “to take advantage
of the wave of feeling that has been roused against
the drink traffic.” It is perfectly unnecessary ; the
Liberal party are quite aware of the feeling on the
subject. The picketing movement had a utility of
its own when the matter was 'in the hands of an
irresponsible (Government which 'questioned the
strength of the popular sentiment in favour of abo-
lition ; but mow that it is amenable to popular con-
trol and in charge of ministers who are quite alive
to the public feeling, the demonstration serves no
very great purpose. 'If the ministers do not adopt
prohibition forthwith, it is not because they fear
that such a measure will meet with popular opposi-
tion, but only because they do not see their way clear
to replenishing the treasury which will be largely
depleted by the immediate application of prohibi-
tion. The non-co-operationists do not provide a
solution for this financial difficulty. Even if picket-
ing were to lead fo a complete -cessation of the
drink traffic, the financial difficulty would remain
as before. The non-co-operationists do not even
attempt its solution. Mr. Gandhi says that, even at
the costof the stoppage of education and otheruseful
activities, prohibition ought to be introduced. If
ministers were to take up this position and to.per-
suade the gemeral public to' undergo this grave
sacrifice for the sake of & dry Indias, dripk traffic
would be abolished to-morrow. But suoch a serious
question cannot be tackled in this airy fashion.
Alternative sources of revenue have to be provided,
if it is desired to dispense with the drink revenue
in the near future. What is Mr. Gandhi's contri-
bution to such a permanent solution of the problem ?

1t is only this: he declares that “ the country can-

not bear fresh taxation ; even the existing taxation
is unbearable.” By such pronouncements Mr.
Gandhi, without intending it, is seriously retarding
the advent of prohibition or temperance. No one isa
greater enemy of progress in India at the present
moment than he who persuades the people into be-
lieving thatthe limits of taxation have baen reached.
The disservice which Mr. Gandhi is unwittingly
doing to the cause of political and social reform
is proportioned to the influence which he wields.
The non-co-operationists are going the . wrong way

_about the work, and if they continue to preach

what Mr. Gandhi has been doing, namely that the
Indian people have come to the end of the tether,
they will prove in practice the greatest stumbling
blocks on the way to the attainment of what they
and wo have at heart in common. Nor is Mr.
Gandhi’s statement true in fact; if he can raise, as
he hopes to do, several orores of rupees merely for
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“ With such a state of affairs existing, ” said Mr. Sastri,
“ India would definitely oppose the poliocy of Imperial Pre-
ference. Freedom to trade also means freedom to enter
another country, snd so long as this is denied so long will
India continue to demand a Dominion status in the Empire.”

PROBLEMS OF IMPERIAL DEFENCE. )

With regard to the problems of Imperial defemocs, Mr.
Sastri thought that the discunsions of the Conference would
range chiefly round naval matters. He was strongly in fovour
of an Indian navy, manned by Indians; bat he was of the
opinion that India wished such a navy to be controlled from
India and not from the Admiralty. The relationship of an
Indian navy to the Imperial Fleot had to be carefully discuss-
od. For example, be could not imagine an Indian navy being
ordered, in the event of war, to the proteciion of Australia, who
bad definitsly olosed her doors to Indians. But these were
not new problems and at the coming Conference India would
merely reiterate claims often put forward in the past.

Discuasing the present gituation in Indis, Mr. Sastri said
there was no question of immediate danger to British rule.
There had besn sporadic outbreaks, and the danger had

not yet passed, for Mr. Gandhi had by no means emptied

: his quiver. The full strength of his campaign had yet
to be folt. But the reporis of discussions between the
Viceroy and Mr. Gandhi were a hopeful sign, and he thought
they would probably lead to a happy compromise.

The new ocouncils were working well—extraordinarily
well. At first it was feared that obstruotionist taotics would
be used, that votes of aupply would not be passed, and general
disorganisation of the administrative machinery ensne. How-
ever, thanka to the abstinence at the elestions of the extre-
miats and non-oo-operators, the new souncils were composed
of men with sound moderate views. Much useful legislation
had been passed, and bills of a definite scoial reform character
were now being introduced by members.

The appointment of Lord Reading had been very well
received in India. The meathods of the naw Viceroy in visit=
ing certain places, such as Jallianwalla Bagh, and conferring
with the leaders of the Nationalist movement showed a defi-
nite sympathy towards Indians and Jndian opinion. It was
hoped that under his guidance India would enter upor a new
relationship with the Empire of sympathy, reapect, and pros-
perity.—Manchester Guardian, May 19.

NATIONALIST ATTITUDE TO NON-CO-
OPERATION.

THE following translation of passages from articles that
have recently appeared in local vernacular papers edited by
prominent Nationalists reflect the views held in Nationalist
circles with regard to Mr. Gandhi's non-oo-operation move-
ment, the fear of an Afgan invasion and the Ali Brothers’
apology :(—

For GoD'g SAKE, DON'T FALL INTO THIS MISTAKE.

It must be frankly admitted that the nonsco-operation

movement of which the object was stated to be the fulfilment -

of Indian aspirations by bringing. abous a paralysis of the

Governmental machinery bas failed to achieve its purposa, .

Educational institutions have as usnal been filled to over-
flowing ; some eratwhile non-co-operating professors are sur-
reptitiously trylng to secure employment inm semi-Govern-
ment colleges; pleaders and litigants ars.seen o crowd the

law courte as before ; Government servants are firmly stiok-

ing to their posts, and non-co-pperationist lenders have begun
to run up to the hill sope of Simla. If there is any item of non-

co-operation that has done great harm to the nation than any '

other, it is the one relating tothe boyoott of councils. Whatsver
other items of the non-co-operation programme the country
might have acoepted, in no case should we have thrown away

the opportunity afforded by tho ocounoils. Look at Jreland. .

Why has the Binn Fein party which has set up a rival
‘Government of ita own oompletely captured the Southern
Irish parliament established -under the Government of Ire.
land Act? ...Are they fools? -and are we the only wise
people omthe fooe of the globs? The reason rather §s that

the Irish patriots are practical-minded men ; while we ure
mere visionaries. ...Had the councils been filted with large
numbers of Coogressmen the bureavcracy would have had no
alternative left for it but to sit and sulk in its teuws. In
the present state of India, the real way to swarej lies, not in
keeping aloof from the bureaucracy, but in putting in as
many of our own men into the different Government depart-
ments and institutions as possible, Take local bodies. or uni-
versities or couneils, or even the several Goverament services,
an attempt must be made to control the riens of Goveroment
by flooding all these with members of the Congresa party and
their friende, That is the only way to bring the bureancracy
down on its knees. ... The handle of the sword ought really
to adorn the hands of our young men; but it is a matter for
profound shame that no effort is spared to sen that the char-
kha replaces the sword. Mother India has in the past given
birth to such manly women as Jijabai, Yesubai and Laxmibai,
Queen of Jhansi; the same motherland is now bringing forth
feminine men who rels upon the charkha as the only means of
attaining swaraj. . ..Speaking at the Gujrat Politic! Con-
ference on the resolution regarding noa-co-operaticu, Mr.
Patel said that the couatry must as from the beginnirz of the
next year absolutely refuse to pay taxes. Mr. Gandhi, who
was presont, did not dissociute himself. from this statement.
Some newspapers are making the suggestion that ihe Con-
gress should “establish” sweraj in India. Non-payraentoftaxes
is no doubt an effective means of making the bureausraoy
powerlese for evil. But the point is, not whether the remedy:
is the best, but whether it is practicable. And {rom this point
of view any reasonable man will pronounce it 38 unpraciical.
Refusal to pay taxes is ordinarily a precursor of a declaration
of war. The same phenomenon is nosiceable, whether in re-
gard to America or any other country which has won its in-
dependence from a foreign people. Can anybody say that we
in India are yot ripe for such a grave step as non-pay¥ment of
taxes? .., War will always be carvied on with weapons of
warfare and oni scientific lines. To distinguish micely bet-
ween & peaceful war and a bloody war is to practise self-
deception and to delude the whole nation. ...Isthe nation
to-day ia a position to declare such 2 war? If not, why in-
dulge in such impessibilities 7 If the nation has been found to
be unequal to the burden of the' present non-co-operation
programme which is admittedly far less radioal than non-
payment of taxes, why run after a thiog beyond your ocapacity
and strength? This year's Congresa is to meet at Ahmeda-
bad and there is every possibility of there being no lack of
peoplb to blindly raise their bands in the Congress. It iseven
likely that Mr. Patel's propesal about the non-payment of
taxes mighs come up in the form of a specific rasolution. All
reasonable and thoughtful peocple 'must from now prepare
themsslves to oppose such a motion, if made. Mahatma Gan-
dhi was notin favour of this step at Beswada. Whether it
has now found favour with him, we cannot say. Whatever

| that be, all Congressmen must seriously ponder over the sisu-

ation. For our pars, we are opposed ta it. It is our wish that
a reaponsible body like the Congress should pass oniy such
resolations as can be carried out by the people. It is nothing
short of madness to pass a resolution declaring the establish-
ment of swaraj and the non-payment of taxes, if such a
resolution remains a mere pious wish with no ocorresponding
action on she part of the people, Buch resolutions would
only help in crowding Indian jails with leaders of secondary

importance. ... —Lokasangraha, June 8.

‘Ir INDIA I8 INVADED.

... We may have to practise non-vo-operation with, or for
¢that matter offor-opposition to, the bureawcracy; but when
our motherland is threatened with foreign invasion, we must
whole-heartedly co-operate with the bureaucracy in repelling
it. Hindus ought to, and as a fact do, sympathise with Maho-
medans on the question of the kAilafaz, and they should by all
means hslp the Mahomedans in every poasible way in getting
that wrong righted. But if{some of them would pervert the
khilafat movement to the end of establishing & Mubama~
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dan power in India, Hindue and genuine non-co-operators
will have no alsernstive but to dissoclate themaselves coms
pletely from it. ...

We caanot help saying that the views sxpressed by
Mahatma Gandhi oa the possibility of an Afgan invasion are
most vnsatisfaotory. We have high respect for him.., He is
a saint ! he has undergone yreat saorifices for the country
aund he is a geouine patriot. There can be no difference of
opinion abous this. But he lacks shat brillianos of intellect
and that independence of judgment which i; required in the
successfiul leadsr of a vast covantry like India. Not only
that, sigtg are not wanting which convey the impression that
his anxisty to give a trial to the principles of Tolstoy and
Thoreau in India regardless of the limitations of Indian oca-
ditions and without minding whether they are praoticable or
undesirable or even ludiorous is getting keecer and keener
day by day. And we are poerfectly certain that urnless he
ourbs his anxiety 1n thie regard there is sure to set in a re-
action iu India wooner or later against his philosophy of life,
He says: “I shall try my best to prevent the Afgane' entry
into India but will not help Government either by men or
monsy.” When the war wag in progress and when India ‘was
not faced with the dangsr of a foreign invasion, Mahatma
Gandhi ses himself in opposition to Mr. Tilak and remarked :
“Tt is only by helping the Imperial Government at this crisis
that India will attain swerajea.” Hae also carried on a vigor-
-<ous recruiting oampaign throughout Gujarat in those days,
That the aame Myx. Gandhi should now say that he would do
his bess to repel Adgan invasion in stead of helping the British
Government in repelling it is a thing we confess we fail to
understanpd. Supposing the armed foroes of Afganistan invaded
India, what steps will he take to turn them away? Will he
waiseanindependent army of his ownuader his tricoloured banner
bearing the mark of the charkha to fight them, or is he going
to use the sharp ends of the charkha instead of sthe bayonat
to wound them ? 'Will he bombard them with machine guns
or will he try and orush them by means of the ehariha? Will
he sttack the ememy's forces in order to kill them or will he
obstruct their progress through Northern India by making
non-co-operators lie flatly on the ground in their path¥ It is
'difficult 10 know what courae of action he would adopt. .. To
tamely accept this philosophy of life is to replace the slave
mentality engendered under the bureauceatic dispensation
iby the siave mentality induced by the Gandhian dispensation.
We for our part thoroughly disapprove of this step and shall
"Wry our best to prevent it to the best of our capaoity. Only
-one¢ sourse seema olear to us in case of an invasion. Mayba
bureaucracy has killed our sense of self-respect ; maybe it has
-aven ruined the khilafat ; ac long as it is a fight botween de-
mooracy and bureaucracy, the Indianm must persist with their
agitation on a fleroe sosle until at last the hureaucracy is fore-
rod into submission, But if an outside nation took advantage of
the pressnt political upheaval in India t¢ invade her, the
‘people must at onoe sink all their differences and must range
‘themeslves on the slde of bureancraoy and place all their re-
souroces at the disposal of Goverament. There will be tima
-enough to agitate for swaraj with redoubled force, If necessary,
.after the fear of such an invasion is ses at rest.

. Lokasangraha, May 27.

ALt BRoTHERS' APOLOGY,

The reasoning that the Ali brothers nf)olngised. beoause
ithe uae of strong language indulged in by them in the flow of
their aratory was oaloulated to inoite people to viclence and
“was thus detrimental to the movement of non-violent non-ea-
-«operation might appeal o Mahatma Gandhi ; but it will oer-
“tainly not appeal toall. It would be better not to give ex-
presalon to thoughts for which an apology would ba necessary
later on, The brothers Ali repeatedly boasted of their pre~
paredness to go to jail. Iz isnot jn keeping ‘with such tall
-talk on their part %o escape a trial for sedition. by tendering
the apology. Who bad asked these Islam heross to indulge
in guoh vain and self-conceited talk? It would have been

- «better not to be responsible for the kind of spesch which

Mahomed AH is credited to have done at Madras, Howaver
muchk you may defend she Ali brothers, ascordizg to the well=
known adage that reputation onoe lost is dificult to recover,
people will properly rate all their fature boasts of bravery
and boldness. —Rajkaran, June 5.

TOPIiCS OF THE WEEK.

The Irish Government is freely accused in Par.
liament of condoning the unspeakable outrages com-
mitted by the Black and Tans in Ireland. The ex-
ouse put forward by the officials is that the Auxi-
liaries wore improvised in a hurry, and in the pro-
cess some men got in who were undesirable and
who did certain things *“which are not defensible.”
The Prime Minister, by way of extenuation, thus
desoribed (April 24) the conditions in which they
had to work : they were

“Working in the terror of their lives, with hundreds of
them killed, never knowing when they were walking
along the street whether the man pasring them would not
shoot them when they had passed, never knowing when
they entered their houses, even when sick, ¢r for repose,
that someona would not kmock at :the door and that
troubls wrould begin. Fourteen of them were killed in
thoas conditions; people going for food to a bakery shot
by mer who happened to be in the street. Thirtr of them
on their way to the worship of their God were killed.
Most of them wore of the very faith of the people who
killed them. ‘Those are the conditions under which these
men, meeting for the first time, undertuking a new task,
having to organise whilst they are fighting, . . . . have had
to work, Is there no allowance to be made for them "

One cannot but feel a certain amount of sympathy
for this plea, but the Government’s prineipal defence
is that they have adequately dealt with the de-
linquents. M. Lloyd George said : “.A considerable
number have been punished, A considerable number
have been dismissed.”™ IJrishmen are by no means
satisfied wtih this treatment, but look at the diffi-
culties the Government of India make here in regard
to the punishment of the officials who, in the judg-
ment of their own Commitiee, were guilty of excesses.
Even Mr. George, who is openly charged with de-
fending and encouraging the miscreants in Ireland,
does not trot out the theory that to a military man
censure is worse than death, and that therefors such -
an one should be mildly reprimanded and kept in
service rather than be dismissed. '
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