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TOPICS OF THE WEEK,

1

AS a ruthless, if logiesl, ocutcome of the spirit
that has brought about the change in the Congress
oreed and engendered the policy of non-co-opera-
tion, the British Congress Committee has been
abolished .and with it the paper India, the last
number of which was published on January 14.
A fow days’ midwinter madness has been suffi-
oient to wipe out of existence an institution to
build up whigh it took the devoted labours of ovar
a quarter of a century of some of the noblest souls
that have ever served India. W. C. Banverjes,
A. 0. Hums, Dadabhoy Naoroji, the fathers of the
Indian National Congress, and Sir William Wed-
dorburn~—it is & consolation to think that these
have been spared the sorrow of witnessing the
death of their dear offspring. It is fouching to re-
oell the great ssorifices that Sir William Wedder-
burn made year after yearto keeptheflagofthe Con-
greda flying in the cnpital of the Empire, the quist
heroism with which he fought for the Indian cause
in the midat of disheartening adversitiea, It was
the privilege of several members of the Servants of
India Society, including Mr. Gokhale himself, %o
help Sir William in s humble capacity by canvas-
sing for several years subscribers for the paper
India. Nct very long ago the late Mz Tilak vala-
ed the work of the British Congress Committee
and its organ fadia so highly as to direct all his
influence to get them under the tonirol of his
party.

And to-day hisfollowers hive besome a
party to their destruction under tha hypnotie in-.

fluence of & virtual dictator. Such is the vanity of
human wishes or the fickleness of human nsturs,
as ona may ohoose to call it. To the followers of
the old Congress apd its ideals there is some satis-
faction in the thought that ere the British Con. -
gress Committee and its journal were abolishe
ed, India was well on its way fo realize seli-gov- g
ernment and scquire an honorable place in the
British Empire,
» » *

PERHAPS some people would like to know
how Messrs. Setyamurti, Rangaswami Aiyangar
and other Madras congressmen, who accepted the
Nagpur resclution on noa-eo-operation, are recon-
eiling themselives to their Fellowship of the Mad-
ras University—that is, supposing they have cared
to think over the mnatter. It should be quite eaay
for them, and for our parf we can think of several
ways in which it could be reconciled. Firsily,
the Nagpur Congress deliberately drovped the
injunction contained in the Calcutta resclution to
give up honorary offices. It was done obvicusly
to meet such eases. No doubt there is the contin-
genoy of their being called upon to renounce their
Fellowship by the Congress or its All-India Com-
mittee at some future time; bur when the occasion
arises it will be time snough to think. Meanwhile
they can surely be frusted to rise equal to it
Secondly, there is no dirsct reference to fellow-
ships of universities and even to universities in
the non-co-operation resclution. Thirdly, that
part of tha non-co-operation resolution-which re
fers to colleges, and indirectly to universities,
applies only to students aund not to members of
the senate. Fourthly, the Naegpur Congress has
givern a ¢lear direciion to managers of schools
and colleges tv nationslise them. The senate
of a university is its managing body. It is
therefore the duty of congressimnen to be on it and so
work as to nationalise the whole of university -
education. Do you eall it a wretched Moderateo -
argument, say that the Moderates also want to so
work institutions as to nationalise them ® But
then, you see, nothing that Moderates do can
nationalise a thing. Itis only Nationalists that
can nationalise anything.

» - *

MR. RAJAGOPALACHARIAR as Ssecretary of the
‘Congress and an suthoritative exponent of pon-ge-:
operation has dirested- non-eo-operaters in the -
Madras Presidency to contest municipal and local
board elections and not to boyoott them like the

/
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council elections. His ground is that through
munieipal councils and local boards, primary
education could be nationalised. It passes our
eomprehension how 50 acute and sincere a politi-
¢ian as Mr. Rajagopalachariar iz reputed to be,
can make & distinetion between municipal councils
and legislative councils in this respect. How can
he hope to nationalise schools through the muni-
cipalities? They are getting ‘tainted’ aid from the
State and are under its ‘wicked’ control. A muni-
¢ipality may do away with the financial aid of
the State by enhancing its own rates, though it is
very problematical whether the rate-payers would
sgree to it even if called upon to do so in the holy
' name of non-co-operation, But even then the con-
trol and supervision of Government would remain,
which .eannot be changed unless the Municipal

Act itself in amended by the Legislative Council,

Thus without legislative action no change towards
nationalization would .be possible. But if by
nationalization is meant complete independencs of
Gavernment, then it would be equally unattainable
through municipal and legislative cotneils. It
would bave to Be attained by gquite independent
mesans, One cannot therefore undersiand how if
the one is taboo, the other is not,

* » *

MR. GANDHI also makes & similar distinetion
betweon the municipal council and the- legislative
council; but on a different ground from that-of Mr.
Rajagopalachsariar.

as we believe, is it consistent and logical that we
shall refuse to co-operate with it in legislaiive
councils, couris ete. but should continue to co-
operate with i$ in municipalifies?' Mr. Gandhi's
reply is: “the municipalities do not consolidate the
power of the Government as do the Councils. Once
we admitthe wickedness of the Government system,
we 'maust admit the necessity of doing nothing to
strengthen that system. I will not. dispute the
necessity even of dissociating ourselves from
murnicipalities. And any counecillor is free to re-
tire, or court disbandment, if they fee! that they
gre helping the present system. The Congress re-
solution is an indisation of how far the nation as
a whole should or could go. But there can be ne
limit put upon iudividual renunciation.” Why

Mr. Gandhi thinks that the power of the Govern- !

ment is not consclidated by municipalities while
ke thinks it is consolidated by legislativa counoils,
we cannot understand. His making it a matter of

individual opinion appears to be quite arbitrary, :

The ayerage dweller in the municipality is cer-
tainly intelligent enough to associate the police,
education, lights, water and other municipal con-
veniences with the Government from which alone

the munioipality derives its powers of taxation

and expenditure. But he also says that he does
not dispute the necessity of dissociating from

municipalities. If he thus admita the necessily, how .

oan he leave it to individual opinion ?
®* » L 2

A gorrespondent asked Mr. .
Gandhi : * If the Government is wicked and unjast,

WHAT is tainted money ? According to Mr.
Gandhi, the money paid by the people to the Gov-
ernment in the shape of iaxes, becomes tainted
when wused by the latiter to consolidate their
power. Though all grants made by Government
have that character, the Congress has recommend-
ed for the present only the boycott of educational
institutions, because, according to Mr. Gandhi, the
power of Government is consolidated to a special
degree through educational institutions. In formu-
lating this theory of ‘taint’ he has overlocked a
very important faet. The Government consolidate
their power much more by coining money and en-
forcing its ourrency than by spending 1t on various
useful purposss, A scrap of paper acqmres a
money value by bearing the stamp of Government,
Similarly & bit of metal gots an extraordmuy
value by baing put through the Govemmsnt mint.
If one thing consolidates the power and prestige
of Government more than anything else, it is the

. acceptance of these artificial valiies by the people.

If Mr. Gandhi rdally wants to save his followers
from the most corrupting-influence of a wicked
Goverament, he should call money tainted at the
vory scurce aud not by the purpose for which a
grant is intended. In fact how ¢an a mnon-co-
operator ignore the very stamp of ‘taint’ that stares

him in the face ?
* * E

THE starting of an sssociation at Patna under
the leadership of Mr, Hasan Imam, who prasided
over the Bombay special session of the Con-
gress, and of similar associations elsewhere to
countsract the movement of non-co-operation is aa
unmistakesble sign of the country’s willingness o
return fo sense. The decision to keep the Patna
League distinet and separate from the National
Liberal Federation of India may confer upon it
gome advantages in Behar We shall, howsaver,
consider the workers that have gathered under Mr.
Hasan Imam's banner to be of us so loug as fhe
lines of their work are similar to ours. As wa
have said on a former oocasion, our registers will
paver show our strength. Other associations with
a more decisive identification with the Liberal
party have made or are about to make theirappear-

“ance at different places. The Dhulia Liberals have

published & manifesto, cailing upon all well-wishers
of the country to range themselves on the side of
law and order and the establishment of a Liberal
League there will before long become an acoom-
plished fact. The Liberal forces at Satara have
also organised themselves by the formation of &
league which will be affiliated to the Western
India National Liberal Association at Bombay,
and under the leadership of Rao Bahadur Kale
who has just resigned his public prosecutorship to
take a more earnest part in public affairs, they,
soem to have befors them a career of great useful-

Dees.
L] = L

TRE agrarxan troubles of the United Provinoce

do not seom to "have -ended yet. Now and the



JANUARY 27, 1921. 1.

THE SERVANT OF INDIA.

615

reports of fresh disturbsnces and wunfortunate
oases of shooting are being reported. It ia gene-
rally conceded that the ryots have legitimate
grievances, to enquire into which, it is rumoured,
Government are shortly going to appoint a oom-
mittee. That ex-conviots and other bad characters
ars exploiiing the ryots and misguiding them in
various ways for their own snds, also seems olear
It does not surprise us at all that these bad
ocharacters have used Mr. Gandhi’s name with the
ignorant villagers to misguide them. Such things
were expected and pressed upon Mr. Gandhi as a
danger besefting his satyagraha snd non-co-
operation campsigns. The U. P. Government have
given their own version of the faots and have
made out that cxcept in one case firing becauss
sbsolutely necessary and was resorted to only
when inevitable. Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya
and some others left several days ago for the scens
of thie disturbances, but they have not yet pub-
lished any facts or results of their enquiry.. The
public therefore are unable to form a correct in-
dependent judgment. But a sad feature noticeable
in all such regrettable incidents—whether they are
the Kisana of the U, P,, the Kallars of Madura or
the mill-hands of Bombay or Madras—is that the
police seem to resort to firing somewhat too readi-
Iy, creating the impressicn on one's mind that
buman life was held here very cheap. Would. the
British police—we dor’t mean Irish—have used
bullets under such ciroumstances ? It is time that
our Governmenis enjoined .a higher standard of
humanity and a groater degree of forbearance on
our police. At any rate we should be justified in
expecting our ministers to do what lies in their

- powaenr.
¥ - - *

DR.- MANN speaking the other day before a
London gathering of temperance reformers show-
ed & correct appreciation of the problem of Indian
tomperauce when he described it as a Sfnancisl
one. The people of India nre teetotallers by nature
and all their religious injuctions enjoin complete
non-oo-operation with drink in any form. They
would be ouly too glad to stop the drink traffio by
maans of local option or even of total prohibition, |
if no other oconsiderations bad added to the com.
plications of tha problem. Such a courss of ac-
ticn was not going to.cause inconvenienoce to any-
body, if the class of legitimats consumers whioh is
. entirely foreign to Indian society and is a micro-

sepic minority is left out of acoount. The soly-
tion of the problem lies in the finding out of alter-
native sources of revenue to replace our receipts
on account of excise. Itis also clear that any
fresh sources that it may be deoided to tap to this |
end must not touch the rural population, which
has mdre than its fair share of the burden of taxa-
tion to baar. - “The imposition of death duties and
ths taxation of land values in the nelghboarhoed
of growing towns, as saggestad by Dr. Mann, will
_probably gos. long way m makmg a solution of
this problem a matter of praetmal politics. L

STUDENTS AND NON-CO-OPERATION.

THE tide of non-co-operation among students in
the form of boy-potting aided educational institu-
tions which began fo rise some months ago and
attacked Aligarh with all its force and Benares
with less impetuosity, ebbed away somewhat ra-
pidly and before the Congreas met at Nagpur was
slmost at its lowest point. But that congregation
kas aeted like another moon and the tide is again
rising, the tidal wave rushing this time up some
creeks with a destruetive velocity and volume
‘that was unknown before,” When Mr. Muham-
mad Ali led his attack against Alizarh and Mr,
Gandhi tried to pull down the Benares University,
the Nationalist leaders of Bengal, and -Mr. C. R,
Das more prominently than others, warned the
students of the dangers of non-co-operation and
reminded them of some of the very costly lessons
which the Swadesk: agitation days had taught.
Bengal consequently remained unsffocted, to the
agraeeable surprise of & good mwany people all over
the country. Only a few days befcre the Nagpur
Congress mat, Mr. Das and Dr. Minje were grest-
ed with hisses by the extremist students of Nag-
pur. But the few days of the Christmas wsek
seem to have brought about a complete changse in
him. The unbeliever became an apostle as if by a
miracle. The vivid memories of the Swadashi
days are .now remembersd no more. Alwsysa
favourite with students—a very gensrous suppor-
ter of the poor among whom he has always been—
he has succeeded in drawing away thousands
them from their colleges. It would perhapsh
difficult to find a ‘parallel to his influence over stu-
dents anywhere in the world, After hearing of his

' remarkable sucoesses, Messra. Gandhi, Muhammad

Ali, Shaukat Ali and others tried to do similar
things in Bombay. A meeting which is reportad
to have been attended by about fifteen thousand
students was harangued in the right approved
manner and Mr. Shaukat Ali tried to imitate Mr.
Das’s manner. “What is the use of speaking to
colleges you ? You are no good. You don't give up
your and do as I tell you™ said Mr. Das and it told
upon his audience. Similar words addressed by
Mr. Shaukat Ali fell flat on the Bombay students
and out of the audience of fifteen thousand only
one responded tothe oall. The next day a fow
more joined him, but on the whols the. result has
been such that the students of ‘Bombay deserve to
| ba heartily congratulated on their level-headed-
ness.

The student situation in Calcutta. iz very seri-
ous. We-do not think any one with a sense of respon-
- 8ibility- would minimise it. But we do not think it
| is such'as to make one despair. We donotthink the
students have withdrawn themselves from schools
and colleges out of an understanding or appreeis-
tion of the doctrine of non-co- operation as applied
L to. . Indian polities or of the moral - philosophy . of
Mr. Gandhi. They appear to have merely obeyed M.
.Das’s call out of their aﬂ'ectmn for Lkim, If we had,
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thought there was conviction behind their attituds
we should have thought the situation hopeless,
The Caleutta sfudents have indeed besn guilty of
excesses which have already, alarmad soms
people. They have altogether ignored the refar-
ence to conscience made by the Nagpur resclution
and have adopted picketing, obstruetion, lying
down in front of doors and othar objectionable
methods. To call them non-violent becauss no
physical injury is inflicted on the victims is a
misuse of language. Preventing a man from do-
ing his duty or exercising a legitimate right, by
catching hold of his arms or lying down in num-
bers in front of him, is as violent as simple im-
prisonment or deportation. It is establishing
tyranny in the name of liberty. Strongly as these
excesses are to be deprecated, we do not, however,
think that the students are so much to blame %for
them as their leaders. The Bengali students have
always been a very generous, if somewhat too
emotional, and trastful 1ot who have shown them-
selves capable of the highest sacrifice and the
finest emotion,‘ It is the very excellence of their
qualities that has made them the victims: of un-
serupulous persons or misguided patriots. It is
indeed pathetic how easily they sllow themselves
to be led by some people. A small incident in the
present strike is quite to the point. Some students
were lying down before the gates of a college and
were deaf to all arguments, physical or moral till
a note from Mr Das arrived tfelling them that as
non oo-operators their bodies wore holy and there-
viore not to be sallowed to be trampled upen, and
Fimmediately they gave up that posture. Such cre-
<dulity is amazing when found among persons seek-
ing unlversity education. But thers it is asa
fact and it ought to inoreass the sense of responsi-

bilisy in thoss who have power over them. What

need oause uneasiness to any oneisnot the axoesses
committed by the students but the absence of an
unequivoeal disapproval of them by the leaders of
the non-co-operation movement and}its organs. So
far as we are aware, it is only the Caloutta paper,
the Servant, that has condemned these obstructive
mathods and neither Mr. Gandhi nor Mr. Das,
though we are sure they do not approve of them.
On the whole we fosl warranted in taking an

optimistic view of the situation on acecunt of the

inherent weaskness of the non-co-operation causé,
particularly in its application o students. Very
sooa they will begin to see that their generosity of
nature and immaturity of mind are exploited fo
support a cause which grown up men either reject or
shrink from supporting ; that while direot appeals
are made to them for sacrifioe, the parents of
ohildren under sixteen and persons-in the legal
and other professions are let off easlly. They will
also ses how their leaders are shifting their
grounds and changing the hopss held out by them.
At firat it was given out that paralyzicg ‘e wicked
Government was the main object of the non-co-
operation movement. Mr. Gandhi, whose ideas
frequently change, now tells us that it is only a

b

secondary object, the primary one boing self-
purification. Puarifieation for what sins and when
committed? Is it the sin inherent in human
nature, acecountsd for variously as commiited in a
former birth or by an original ancestorlike Adam ?
If it is some such thing, then it is trne of all times
and all countries and not peculiar fo the present
Government in this country. Or is it the sin of the
Government for which we are asked %o undergo
vicarious self-suffering ? Such a doctrine coming
from Mr. Gandhi should not surprise anyone, for
in South Africa he inflicsted suffering on himself
on several ocoasions for others’ breaking the vows’
of passive resistance. We do not believe that ocur
gtudents will be prepared to undergo such vicari-
ous suffering. If they are told that self-purifica-
tion means only self-protection from contamina-
tion they will see that in & hundred ways the
contamination is taking place snd the fanoied
purity is impossible. At one time the starting of
taint-free institutions for the benefit of the non-
coroperating students used to receive prominence.
Mr. Muhammad Ali found it necessary to declare

himself the principal of a new ‘university® at
Aligarh and his generous brother to promise &
munificent grant of a crore of rupees. Now the
starting of national colleges and schools is made &

secondary matter, service of the country bsing

emphasised. It isshort time service, just for a

year, we are told. But what kind of service is it
tobe? If Mr. Gandhi’s idea should provail the
students who come out of their schools and col-
leges should take the spinning wheel, spin for the

nation and remove India's chronic poverty. We

gubmit that the longest yarns which our non-co-

operating students could spin over a whole year
will not in the least affect the poverty of our coun-
try. Ata modestestimate nearly fifty per cent. of the
population of the country would be undar the poverty
line, while all the college students put together
would be oaly about & couple of lakhs, and surely
most of them will not non-co-operate. The yarn
produced by a single mill and now exported to

China or Japan would be more than & year's com-
bined output of sil the non-cc-operating students.

By doing more useful work they would be serving,
the countiy better. We are sure that after a few‘%
daye' spinning they will recognise it themselves.;
They will also see that the millennizm promised ta
come &t the end of the year or in eine montha, wﬂ{;
be elusive like all millenniums in the history of thes
world, We should mot be surprised if, before th

millennium is dué, wé are told one day that Swarc

means self-rule or rule of the self, that it is's

“peligious and moral ideal and has nothing to d

with politios. Though the students and some o
their alders are under & sort of hypnotic spsll ;3
present and unable to think for themselves, we
sure that their normal faculties will soon sssag
themselves and they will ses the futility and a
surdity of non-co-operation. It is this faith tha
makes us take an optimistic view of what is indae?
a serious situation.

E
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CIVIL LIBERTY IN AMERICA.

Some people basa their opposition to the Gov-
ernment of Indis Act, 1919, ou the ground that it
fails to secure the Indian perple in the enjoyment
of their rights of freedom of spesch, of freedom of
meeting and of freedom of movement by not con-
taining a clear declaration of rights. It seems to
be the view of such people that a declaration of
rights would make a repetition of the Punjab im-
possible in tha future, would put & stop once and
for all to deportations and imprisonments without
trial, and would make arrests and houss searches
without warrants an event of the dead past. We
have repeatedly exposed the holiownsss of such
& supposition on the strength of certain happenings
in America and have held the view that a mere
declaration of rights unaccompanied by & devalop-
ment in the political consciousness of the people
was not going to carry us very far. The U, 8. of
America with perhaps the most parfeoct constitution
the world has yet sesn, have oot besn able toprevent
calculated in roads on thse civil liberty enjoyed by
her citizens. In our issue of Deosmber 16 last, we
published some extracts from the rsport of &
committes of eminent sttorneys made after full
inguiry. The following further extracis from the
same report illustrate the manner in which houss
searches are carried out in America even at the
present moment and how the horrors of the old
lynch law ars repeated in open day-light under
official auspices with a view to extort confessions
from people under suspioion:—

HARTFORD JAIL SITUATION,

In Bridgeport, Conn.,, on November 8, 1919
various workingmen had come together fo discuss
ways and means for buying an automobila tc be
employsd for instruction purposes. The meeting
was raided end 63 men arrested without warrants
by agents of the Department of Justice and taken ta
the police station. A day or two later, 16 of these
wore released, The remaining 47, after being held
‘three daya in the police station, where thay slept
vn iron bunks without oover or mattress, sand
whare they wers fod on little or nothing, were
transferred by the Department of Justice to the
Hartford Jail. Other persons who were arrested
in this way or who had applied at the Hartford
Jail for permission to see their friends, were also
taken up and confned to jzil. There were finally

57 men held for deportation. Most of them were |
quastionsd by Departmient of Justice agents; some |

wero beaten or threatened with hanging or sufices-
tion in order to cobtain answers from them.
Warrants of arrest for thesa men were requested
and obtained from the Department of Labour by
the Department of Justice. - Most of the 87 pri-

soners remained in practically solitary confine-

meat until the end of April, that is, for five months,
‘When the facts finally ocame to the attention of Mr.
Louis F, Post, Assistant Seoretary of Labour, he
ordered all the men to be transferred to the Immi.
grant Station at Deer Island, Boston,

During these five months the prisoners were
allowed no reading matter; were kept alone in
their cells except for occasional visits from the
Department of Justice agents or hearings before
Department of Labour Inspectors; were refused in
some cases knowledge of the charges against
them; were refused, in some cases, knowledge of
the amount of bail under which they were held;
were allowed only 2 to 5 minutes a day to wash
their face and hands at a sink outside their- cells,
and 5 minutes onee 8 month to wash their bodies
in & tub, were given practically no exercise, and
wore fed with foul and insnfficient food.

In the Hartford jail there exist four punish-
ment rooms, all alike, unventilated and utterly
dark, size 4 feet 3 inches by 8 feet 10 inches, with
solid concrete floors, no furniturs of any kind, and
placed over the pump room of the boiler so that
the temperature in them becomes unbearably high.
A pumber of the supposed anarchist or Commu-
nist prisoners, probably ten to fifteen, were confin-
ed in these rooms for periods of 36 to 60- hours.
During their imprisonment in the suffocating heat
without air, they were given one glass of water
and one slice of bread every 12 hours, Some of
them on being released had to be revived before
they could, be ocarried to their cells; one man
who was in only 36 hours was able to get to his
call unaided. .

These Hariford prisoners were practlcaiiy
buried alive for five months, being even demied
the privilege of seeing their relatives or friends,
who made constant attempts to communicate wit{
them. Only after a lawyer had finally suoceeds
in gaining access to the jail, were the conditions
at all ameliorated and the men ultimstely moved
to Deer Island, That there were no substantial
charges against at least ten of them is shown by
the faot that after being held in 10,000 bail for two
months and & half, those ten were released with-
out bail on January 24th. If seems probable that
at least a majority had no political views of any
special nature, but were simply workingmen of
Russian nationality speaking little or no English.

The foregoing statement, with many details,
is evidenced by the statements of Isaao Shorr of
the New York bar, who represented these men, by
an impartial expert investigator who was sent to
the jail, and personal interviews with soms of the
men.

RAID ON RUSSIAN PEOPLE"S BOUSE.

On November 7, 1819, the most violent of six
raids by agents of the Department of Justies and
the New York Bomb Squad, was made upon ths
Russian People’s House, 133 East 15th Street,
New York City, in search of supposeé snarohxsts
and anarchistic literature.

The executive oommittee of the Feaderated
Unions of Russian Workers occupied an office in
the building, which was confined t¢ one room.
The other rooms-were 2sed principaily as educa-
tional olass-rooms, except a smsall restaurant or
cafetaria,
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At thé time of the raid Department agents
bad a fow warrants for the arrest of supposed’

" -offenders, They went through the building, and
broke up and destroyed most of the furniture

in the place, including desks and typewriting

machines. They “beat up" the persons in the
place, amounting to several hundred, with black-
jacks and stair rails; broke up all the classes then
in session and herded the students to the stair-
ways, beating them as they went, shoving them

from the landing on to'the stairway so that many
fell and rolled down the stairs and were, trampled

upon by those who wers shoved after them.

After this raid several hundred prisoners were
takon to the office of the Depsrtment of Justice at
13 Park Row and there put through tbe third
degree of inquisition. Less than one-fifth of them
were held for deportation charges and all the re-
mainder were released to go about their business
as being innocent of any wrong-deoing.

Many of the persons assaulted suffered seri-
ous wounds, and one man who was taken to
Bilis Island was in a terrible condition. The
manner in which these acts were committed caus-
ed & mass meeting of protest to be held the fol-
lowirg evening { Nov. 8} at Madison Sguare Gar-
den, presided over by Dudley Field Malone.

All these facis were immediately put before
fthe Atforney-General in detail, in a respectful
letter written to him by Isaac Shorr, of the New
Work bar, on behalf of the persons so sarresied.
Mz, Shorr asked to be informed whether the asts

sf the Department’s agents had been committed

by the suthority of the Department, and, if not,
that the Depariment institute an investigation to
fix ?bhe’ responsibilily.

MINISTERS' SALARIES.

LIKE most of the recommendations of the Joint
Salget Committee on the Government of India
Bill, 1919, their suggestion to the legislative coun-

cils ‘that it waa reasonable for the ministers of the -

provincial government domiciled in Indis to be
paid on & lower scale of remuneration than the
Yuropean members’ should gain the general assent
of all Liberals in India. How strongly public
opinion is in favour of fixing a lower salary for
ministers than that of executive councillors, is
apparent from the fact that notices of resolutions
recommending the fixing of something detwesn
Re. 100 and Ras. 3500 have bsen given so far
in ali the provinces except the Punjab. The
advocates of this measure do not intend to resort
to it as & constitutional device for getting rid of
an ubnpopular ministry. The demand is based
purely on financial and moral grounds. This as-
paect, it is hoped, will be remembered by the
members of the various legislative councils, when
the question comes up before them for disposal.
It will certainly be more graceful for the ministers
to proposée of their own accord a reasonable salary
which they can accept consistently with the
msaintenance of their status and position and the

pressure on publie finances. It appears that in’
some provinces ministers do not favour the pro«-
posed lowering of their salaries, which they seem
to think is bound to lower their status. In the dis-
cussion on the resolutions, this view is bound tobe
advanced wilh all the arguments in support of it,
but it is to be hoped that the ministers will not treat
it as a vote of censure on tham, if their view fafls to
find adequate support aAmong the members of the
legislative couneils. The resolutions are hot meant’
to {uestion 'the leadership of or thé donfidende ‘in’
the ministers, but only to give an early opportunity
to the legislatures to demonstrate their resolve to
practise the greatest economy in fixing the sala:
ries of public servants without loss of effciency.
Among the arguments advanced against this
promosal, the objection raised by the Tribune and
the Leader that such a differentiation will neces-
sarily entail a differentiation in the matter of

status and position, both in the eyes of the civil

service and other cognate services and of the
public generally, is the one that most strongly
appeals to some people. But a little reflexion will
show that the status of a public servant is not so
intimately conneeted with the amount of his salary
‘as it is supposed to be. His status depends entirely
on the rank which he occupies in the official hierar-
chy and the powers with which he is invested. The
various Indian deputations fought for equality” of
status for ministers with that of the executive
councillors, and their claim - has been fuily con-
ceded. The Joint Selsct Committee have unambigu-
ously recommended that * the status of ministers
shouid be similar to that of the members of the
executive council.” There is no reason to- mini-
mise the importanca of this assurance or to expect
that it would be more honoured in the breach than
in observance. With such a clear guarantee- for
eonferring on the ministers a status identical with
that of the executive councillors, Indian ministers
need not labour under the falss impression that re«
duetion in their remuneration. would entail lower.
ing of their status. They should on the other
hand think of the morsal influence which they
would be able to wield by surrendering their
high salaries. The people hope to have only
such men at the helm of affairs as -will
maintain their assured status without in any
way proving themselves a burdem to the State.
We want strong ministers who can teach the Civil
Service angd other sister services how to respect
¢ hem and ctey them. This cannot be done by mere-
)} ¥y maintaining a highly paid domestio establish-
ment or by livirg in costly surrocundiogs. It re-
quires indeperdence of character, self-respect and
real patriotism. We trust nome of our present
ministers is lacking in any- of these qualities,;
What is reguired of them is to get rid of the false!
notion that status iz materially dependent ony

‘salary. i

The opponents of reduction of ministers’ sala=
ries evince great solicitude for securing tha
services of the best men in the land as m:n;steri
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"Thay say that if remuneration for ministerships
were to be made-less attractive then that of execu-
- tive oouncillorships, you will not get capable- men
to accept this responsibility. Such a view, how-
- ever, entirely. fails fo appreciate the growth of
publioc spirit and self-sacrifice that has taken placs
in the country., The Deccan Rayais’ Assoaiae
tion, which is & body representative of backward
olasses in the Deccan, went so far as to suggest
that ministerships should be honorary offices,
People earning large incomesin professions-have in
the past shown their readiness ta serve the country
on & much lower temuneration, and thers is no
-avidence to show that this spirit is on the wane.
What is required ie opportunity. The salaries of
British cabinet ministers are fixed without taking
-into consideration the sacrifice whiock they would
be required to make in accepting office. Is it right
“to adopt a different principle in a country which
is admittedly among the poorest and the people of
avhich are suppesed to be spiritual in a special
~Jdegrea ?

Of all the avenues for national service opened
to Indians under the British Government, none
will deny that except for the Governorship of a
wprovinge, the ministerships offsr by far tho best
wopportunities for work. Those who valuse real ser
wiceto the nation will certainly not mind a little
eacrifica. We have had men like Sir Sankaran
Nair, Babu Bhupendranath Basu, even Lord Sinha
ssrving in England on a salary not exceeding
Rs. 1,500 per mensem. Will the nation have no

-right to expeot the services of the sons of its soil
on similar conditions in India ?

Again, thers ara others who ‘hold that afier
Ahaving pleaded before the Joint Select Commitiee
Jor equality of status, position and emoluments, it
*is improper for Indiane to go baok upon it. This
contention assumes that the conditions under
«which the claim was made before the Joint Salect
Committes still continue to operate. The present
-demand for even drastie, reduction in this matter
is not at all inoonsistent with our past contention.

When the deputations pleaded for equality of sa-

-laries, they had before their mind the proposal
.that the Governor should be empowered to fix it
‘They would not have done so if resl responsibility
had besn conceded in the bill itss}f. It wasbut
natural for them to insist on the equality of sala-
«ries bacause'the minister was tobe appointed and
dismissed solely at the will of the Governor
‘The position has materiaily changed in this res-
pect by the grant of zeal responsibility in certain
departments, Now the ministers are the servants
-of the people and not of the bureaucraey. They
interpret and carry out the wishes of the Councij
and the people. Whether they receive salaries
equal to or even less than those of exeoutive coun-
-oillors, their status remains unimpsired, which
would oot have been the osss when th&il‘ responsi-
bility was not recognised. .

Iu dealing with the question of salaries of
ministars, membars of legislative counoils will do

b United States of America or Japan.

wall to compare the salariss granted to British Cabi-
pet ministars, or similar ‘officers in France, the
Evai a front
rank gohtrcmn like Mr. Fisher.serves on an annual’
salary of £1,500 only. Even ‘the recommenda~.
tions of the Yelect Committeeon the remuneration
of British ministers, whose report was issued
in December last, make it quite plain that the
remuneration for the British Cabinet ministers

is.not such as to make their position gquite

comfortable fox aver. Except the prime miniater,
no cabinet minister is to receive more than
Rs. 4,200 per mensem. They do not participate
inthe payment of members of the House of Com-
mons. With these.fgures before them, is it fair foz
Indians tc fax their fellow-countrymen under
fanoiful notions of prestige and dignity 7 Have we -
not condemned them in the past, when British
officers took their stand upon them? The Indisn-
National Congress and all other public bodies in
India have been condemning for years together the
top-heavy character of the administration. How
does it behove us fo forget our contention when it

is given to us to put it into practice?

K., G, LIMAYE.

STABILITY OF EXCHANGE.

FOREIGN oxchanges are & mechanism by which

- the money of one country is changed into the

money of another. The fluctuations in the rates
cf exchange are caused by variations irn the raiaf
tive value of the ourrenoies of the countries bet-

| ween whioh exchange is quoted. These variationd

are generally dua to (1) the Balance of indebtsd.

ness, {2) Loss of oredit, (3) Depreciation of the *~ .»

currency, {4) Rate of interest in the two countries,
{3) Distance between two couniries, {6] Panic and
{7) Stais of amargency like that of war. One more
factor which ought to be taken into account is the
relative value of the two metals if the currencies
of the two'countries are in different metals. Of
these factors the two most important which are

‘aifecting India heavily are the first and the last

viz. the balanoce of indebtedness and the relative
value of gold and =ilver.

During the war the most important factor
affacting exchange viz. the balance of trade was
favourable to India. This balance would have been
settled by the import of precious metals if con-
ditions had been natural and normal. But on
account of war, restriotions were put upou—the
movements of the precious metals. When such
was the state of things silver began to appreciats,
Before the war silver used to be in the neighbour-
hood of 27d. per cunce. The rupee could rsmain
a token coin till the rate reached the limit of 43d.

_per ounce, After thislimit was passed, in order to

prevent the melting or sxport from India of silver
rupees, the Government of Indis, as they said
found it necessary {o raise the tate of _exchange:
Thae first changs wag made oa the 20th December
1915 and then gradually the rata was, as is well

i



