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TOPICS OF THE WEEK. 

HAS Government nothing better to offer to the 
people of the Punjab than an appeal to forget the 
bitter memories of official excesses. in the confid­
enoe that in any future disturbances a recurrence 
of such outrages is impossible? It is easy enough 
&0 ask people to forget;. we wonder what would 
have been Sir Edward Maolagan's feelings if the 
Indians and the Europeans had interoharged places 
in the last year's disorders. .Besides, an oblivion 
.of past events connot be had to .order; people 
would have readilY forgiven and learnt to forget if 
Government on their side had imposed condign 
punishment on the officia) culprits. But what 
they are now doing is to flaunt their impunity 
before the public so as to force the convioton 
upon the publio mind that Government's agents. 
however heinous their misdeeds. are beyond the 
~eaob of justice. Sir Edward gives a quite super­
fluous assurance that, in the event of such distur­
bances in the future, .. roughness and irregulariw 
( to some extent inevitable) will be reduoed to a 
minimum;" and" all that has given rise to un­
neoessary bitterness will. as far as possible. be 
studiously avoided." Small thanks to 'Govern~ 
ment if such provss to be the result. It will be 
due entirely to the growing force of public opinion 
&nd to the greater oonstiiltion,alpower which 
people will wield in the new ,ra. As fa. as Gov­
ernment are conoerned.unless a sudden change of 
heart takes place. they will be &nxious then as 
• ow to shield the official •• 

• • • 
AFTER Aligarh. Banarea. Having done his 

best t<> destroy the one. Mr. Gandhi will be forced. 
. if only to avert the suspioions of the Mahomedans 

to which he will naturally expose himself. to des­
troy tbe other. For the . present. however, he 
8eems to have detailed lesser folk for tbe,fask. 
Dr. Ansari, Mr. JawaharlalNehrn andotherll hue 

. . 
begun their assault. They seem destined, however 
to meet with an even greater ill-success there than 
at Aligarh, for while the authorities of Bena~9 
are 8ure to be as firm as the trustees of the M. ' 
A.-O. College. the students are not disposed to b .. 
half so rowdy. The heady elements among the 
Allgarh studente are still causing trouble. bu t in 
Benares tbe majority cf students are said to real· 
ise tbe injury whioh non-oo-operation as applied 
to eduoational institutions will inflict not only on 
their individual careers. but on the interests of the 
country in general. We hope that Pandit Malaviya. -
who is lying ill at Benare •• will soon be restorell 
to health and be enabled to repel the attack which, 
we feel sure. Mr. Gal).dhi intends to direct against 
Benares. 

* * * 
COL. WEDGWOOD said in a speeoh in Lahor ... , 

. "He disliked the non-oo-operation movement, be­
oause he was sur" that it would promote race ha· 
tred·; and he hated raae hatred. Of course, he did 
not mea'; that Mahatma Gandhi preached race' 
hatred, but he knew that every body was not a . 
Mahatma: The effeot of the movement· on the 
common run of the people would be to estrange 
them from the British.... He wanted the two 
races to live in amity." "He thought the non-co- -
operation movement made a mistake in boycotting 
the oouncils. Opposition to Government wouldbe 
more· effective from within. As to the boycott of 
schools and oolleges. he was of opinion that it 
should be avoided till national sohools and univel'o 
sities oame into existence." Asked how Indians 
could go to the legislative oounoils which were a 
part of the Government machine, with the Khila­
fat and the Pu.njab wrongs before them, Col. Wedg­
wood replied that "in the attainment of self-gov­
ernment lay the surest guarantee against a repe-. 
titian of such wrongs and that was why he advo­
cated opposition to Government from within the '. 
council. 10 or 12 good men could surely be found <,-, 
in the Punjab wbo would serve the purpos •. " 

• • •• 
THE establishment ofa Labour Bllreau under 

an offielal of the Board of Trade. which Sir George 
Lloyd announced in his reply to the deputation of 
the Trade Union Congress will be eagerly wel­
comed by the people. It is but too true that. owing 

. to the lack' of aocurate statistical information, 
there is very little understanding of the rights and 
wrongs of any industrial dispute that may break 
out &lld UlepuhUo are often guided by their gene-
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ral sympathies to espouse the side either of labour 
-or oapital. If reliable statistics can· be compiled 
and made available to the public in a popular 
form. there is no doubt, as Sir George observed, 
that it will be not only "of the very greatest value 
to Labour as a whule, but will enable the news­
papers and the genera1 publio to take a wider and 
more intelligent interest in the affairs of Labollr, 
and, when the workmen's case is a good one and 
bis claims are fair, will rally to his side a well- ' 
informe,d public opinion." In view of the strikes 
whioh are constantly breaking out in Bombay, the 
supply, of reJia'lle information which will be en­
sured by the setting up of the Labour Bureau is an 
urgent'neoessity, and Sir George Lloyd's Govern­
ment ,deserve credit for taking suoh prompt actioll 
in a matter closely affecting the interests not only 
of Labour, but of the general publio. .. .. .. 

ONLY last "Week Mr. Gandhi reprimanded the 
people of Poona for assemblingintheit thousands 

',at a gathering where the Governor of Bombay 'was 
present. The Poona publio who attend indifferently 
Mr. Gandhi's-and the Governor's meetings may be 
justly condem1,led'for their tepid sympathy with 
non-co-opera.tion, but the Nationalist leader, Mr. 
Baptista, so far forgot non-co-operation as to 
send an invitation to the same agent of the robber 
Government, Sir George Lloyd, to attend a labour 
,conference. This time, however, the Governor was 
'unable to be present. Directly, Mr.- Baptista 
arranges a Nationalist deputation and waits, at its 
head. upon Sir George Lloyd, expressing regret 
fOF his inability to attend the conference and "lays 
before Your Excel!ency the resolutions of the con­
ference." Mr. Baptista cannot bear that Govern­
ment's attitude to labour is one of" benevolent neu­
.trality;" he hopes it will be changed into one of ac­
tive intervention in tbe interest of labour. It is only 
with" assistance -from Government" that he can 
look to the fruition of the objects with which the 
labour agitation is started. ., Will not Your 
Excellency exercise your influence and powers of 
,persuasion to induce the Government of India to 
acoept the delegates we wish to nominate?" Thus 
we find Mr. Baptista praying for this. that and the 
<>ther thing at the deputation's interview with the 
Governor. When fn the Calcutta Congress he 
lIuggested resort to the weapon of " strikes, general 
strikes all over the country" as the best form of 
non-co-operation. one would have thought that this, 
was to be independent of all Government support. 
But Mr. Baptista's idea.seems to be that he is to 
organise strikes and tbe Government is to termi­
nate them by intervention. Thus by taking Gov­
~rnment's assistance is Government tc be brought 
to their knees. 81lch are Nationalist non-oo.opera­
torsI .. .. • 

IN hi. tour of the Mabarailhtra Mr. Gandhi was 
encountered with the non-Brahl11an agitation, the 
.. eal inwardness of which he does not seem to have 
grasped from his utterances. The non- Brahman 

agitation in the Deccan is inspired by far differenq 
ideals and carried on by far different methods from\ 
those which are pressed into service by the noni 
Brahmans of tbe Madras Presidency. There is in ... 
deed a section cf th~ non-Brahman community, 
in the Deccan which wishes to imitate Madras and. 
promote Brahman hatred, but this section Is inl 
l small minority. The bulk of the non-Brahmans 
who are at all active are engaged in the noble task) 
of overthrowing the social and spiritual domina-; 
tion of the Brahmans and gaining for themselves'l 
a position of equality. On the politioal side, theyl' 
wi,sh nothing mOre than that tbeir rights of citi-' 
zenship shonld be fully seoured to them and that" 
meaSU1"8S should be promptly taken to remove their 
present backwardness. This, everyone will re­
cognise, is a worthy object, and all the, Liberals 
in the Deccan, many or'them Brahmaos b;V caste, 
are doing all they can to help their non-Brahman:, 
brothers to come. into their own. 'In faot, the non- i 
Brahman agitation is really a joint endeavour "fi 
all Liberals to reoonstruct society on a 'b~sis of, 

.jllsti:R~:A:::~t;;hiS s:eecb:s are correctly re.i 

ported, evidEntly regards it as a revolt of the < 
non-Brahmans whioh must be put down at alll 
hazards- In Madras he 'said that the treatment; 
of non-Brahmans by the Brahmans wa~ as satani<>, 

, as the treatment of non-Brahmans by the Bri~iBb.1 
and he added that the non-Brahman demands shoul.dJ 
be fully met without trying to make terms. It is!" 
difficult to reooncile ,these sentiments with thOSe! 
which he is reported to have voiced in his lecture~ 
in the Sabra district. There he is alleged to 
have exhorted tbe non:Brahmans ,to teach them­
selves to look upon tbeBrahmans as super·men 
and to worship them as such. It is p,ssible tbat; 
this version of his speech is incorrect, and we~ 
should have ta.ken no notice ofit but for the fact 
that he is reputed to be a believer in the caste: 
system ·based on the acc~~ent of bi.rth\ and ther, 
is no limit to the absurdities to which suoh a be­
lief will drive men whose logic on other mattera is, 
entirely sound and unexceptionable. If Mr. Gandhi i 
had inquired more olosely he would have fouud, 
tbat the cause of the non-Brahmans is wholly just. 
und, what would have interested him more, thatj 
they have already forestalled him in his campaignl 
of non-co· operation, 'for, driven to desperation., 
they have ca.rried oui non-oo-operation against the) 
Brahmans in several places. ' 

• *. j 
No one has suffered more in the Punja.b andj 

no one is better able to exact retribution for hlsi 
sufferings than Lata Harkishan Lal; and ;vhe~l 
8uoh a man as he seeks entry into the counCil, ltl 
may be safely presumed that to him no more p~-I 
mising means 01. obtaining ju~~ioe. in a collecnvl 
way is apparent than the utll1satlon of the con, 
Btitutional power that is oonferred upon the conni 
try_ Again, no one was more horrified by the; 
Puniab atrooities than Mr. Eardley Norton, an~ 
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the moral indignation that was roused in him has 
moved him now to go into the Legislative As­
sembly with a view to seeking redress there. His 
opposition to non-eo-operation is uDCompromising ; 
it will only lead. in his opinion. to politicalsuic;ide. 
80 far as It is effective. The reforms are. in his 
judgment, not inoomiderable. and he counsels the 
Indians to aocept - them as an instalment of the 
greater reforms to oome. To take a third iustance, 
we have no better champion of our cause in Eng· . 

. land than Col. Wedgwood. who feels for the Punjab 
outrages no less keenly tbau anyone amongst us. 
He also advises the same coarse-Io make the 
fullest use of reforms. The citation of these in-· 
stances sbould be a oonolusive proof of the dis­
interested patriotism of those who are oandidates 
for election to the counoils. if not of the sound; 
ness of the method they employ. Lala HarkishanLal, 
Mr. Norton, and Col. Wedgwood roalise that the 
Government is a sinner, but non-on-operation is 
not the proper msans to bring them to repentance. 

• • • 
AT a Bocial function at Dibrugarh held on the 

4th instant. Mr. C. R. Das, the great Nationalist 
leader of Bengal, spoke at length on non-eo-opera­
tion. He traversed the whule of Mr. Gandhi's 
programme, taking strong exoeption to every IIem 
in it, not exoluding. that of the boycott of couneils 
Stm he protesta his unshaken and unshakable be· 
lief in Don· eo-operation. As the Calcutta Servant 
remarks: M •• Das .. is not prepared to abandon 
the principiI! of non-eo-operation. after all possible 
applications of the principle have been banned. 
Mr. Das has not favourQd Ul! with the programme 
of non-oo-operation which is the outoome of his 
attachment to tbe non-co-operation principle. Are 
we to understand (the paper as)[s) that tbe bare 
conoept, stripped of all its con lent, h ali that N a­
tionalism demands 1" At any rate Nationalism in 
the Deooan demanda no more. Every prominent 
Nationalist there is. in the expressive phrase of 
Mrs. Besant. a Principle-with out-Practice Ncn­
Co-operator_ 

• • • 
IT ie amusing to see how the fierce leonine 

roaring. of Mr. SatyamlUti in British India BUb­

side Into tbe oooing> of the gentiest of doves in a 
a nalive stale. Last week he presided over a 
gatherIng in Pudukottah, where he Clould muster 
nc more courage than to exhort the people to de­
mand that the Legislative Council in the State, 
composed of a "distinct majority" of eleoted mem­
bers, should have the pewer to make laws, to put 
questions and move resolutions "which may in the 
first instance be in the nature of reoommendations 
to the Darbar." "The Darbar shall place the bud­
get before the Counoil who shan have the right of 
passing it or rejecting it, subjeot to the power of· 
the Datbar to reBtors disallowed items of e:a:·pendi­
ture in exceptional Oa8l!s." Dyarchy is no doubt a 
very had form of government; it is bad hecause it 
institutes responsible government only in certain 
clepartmente. whlle18taining the ollioials in irree-

ponsible authority over others. .\)yarohy appears 
perfeotly damnable ·to Mr. Satyamurti, but perhaps 
even he will grant that it is far better than a con­
dition cf utter irresponsibility in regard to all depart­
ments, whioh. however. he thinks is good enough for: 
the people of native states to begin with. The en~ 
aotment of the Montagu reforms is, ae it appears to. 
him, a visible proof of the bankruptcy of British 
statesmanship, but the concession or the exiguous 
reform he outlines above ror the espeoial bllhoof of 
the native states would be, in Mr. Satyamudi's 
eyes, a crowning glory on the pal1i of the benign­
ant rulers. He drew the attention of the conferenoe 
to the change proposed to be made in the Congress 
oonstitution in regard to the native states whioh 
would in effeot .. reduce .the States, he said. to tha 
status of mere British province .. " We have an 
idea that the people residing in these states would 
desire nothing better than to be admitted to the 
same politioarpower as may be bestowed in th .. 
British provinces. 

. . • • 
THE suggestion of the AU· India Congress Com­

mitte8 that n6n'co-operationists should wait in 
deputat!on on candidates for election to thl!' 
60U neil with a view to dissuading tbem from this 
form cf sin is not aoted upon to any appreoiable 
aegree. Tbereason of it seems to be that there arl!' 
few persons in- the country who. b1!cAuse of their 
own inability to acoept the non-eo-operation pro­
gramme in its entirety, do not expose themselves. 
by expatiating upon the sinfulness of entry into the 
counoils, to a tu· quoque retort. In tbe Deccan 
especially there is not a single man of note among 
the extremists who does more than aoquiesce, 

• against his better judgment; in one little item of 
the programme, viz. the boycott of counoils. The. 
dilliculty of-making up a decant non-co.operati~n 
deputation oan therefore be imagined. If one such 
is formed and ventures to approaoh candidates, it 
finds itself worsted in argument in the-very first 
enoounter. Mr. V. R. Shinde, for instanoe. who is 
seeking the suffrages of the urban oonstituency of 
Poona for eleotion to the local oounoil. was able to 
silence the deputation whioh visited him in no time 

. UDo you. gentlemen, beUev~ ,. he asked, "that &hsteutto~ 
from th" oouno.ils would bring home rule nearer!'s uNot 
tba\ we believe In tbe utility of boycott. Left to our .. 
selves. we would have &lUered oounoils aDd fully utilised 
the uform8~ But adoption of the non-co-opertuiou resolu­
tion by the Congress ohanges the oomplexion of thhlgs. !t­
is now our duty to set aside our own oonvlotio.Dt and 
oarry the resolution "into effect. It u So it i. oul,. a 
matter of obeyiDg the Congress mandateY" "'Quite."· ·'WelI. 
I suppose. gonilemen. you will agree tha t ever,. reaolution 
of the Coogrel8 demands the SADie degree of loyalty from. __ 
70U~ The Congress has also ordered the oountry 1.0 fa. 
mo-ve the untouohabillty from the depressed classeS, and: 
to treat them OD terms of equalitY' with others. Let BODle 

of these people for whom I am labouring all my Ufe draw 
water from the pubJio cisterna and pour it 011 a god sup,.. 
poaed to be tbe uclusive· property of Brahman&. I~ as 
true Congretsmen. 'lOU allow thisf I w ill retire from the 
eleollOD conteat." 

Needless to say. the deputation, being dumbfound­
ed, had no alternative to wending ite way home. 
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' .. EVElt'¥ Cwr,O IN SCHOOL. 
«SCHOOLS for all childr,en an~ ali children in 
school" is the ideal which India must keep ,steadily 
before herself and attain at all costs wil.hin a few 
years of the working of the Reforms Act. In the 
Boznbay Prt!sidenoy the problem is not 'a little 
-oomplicated by the' fact that the ill·gotten gains of 
the'sale of alcohol go to swell the educational bud­
get, The auction system which has been recently 
introduced has added more than 42 lakhs a year to 
the abkari revenue within the last four years, th~ 
percentage of increa~e being over '651 The aboli­
tion of drink being as near the heart CJf Indian re· 
foI'nlers as the e~pansion of education, the minis­
ters chargeil with the conduct of these two depart­
ments will b .. faced with a task of unusual diffi­
culty. With a sweeping reduction and an early 
-cessation of the liquor money and with notoriously 
ine~pansive revenues, the minister of education 
will find it e~tremely bard to finance schemes of 
-educational progress, particularly because the' 
Government of India has with a pigheaded obsn­
nancy set its face against giving the provincial 
Governments tI. share in the receipts of the in. 
.eome-ta~. Even so, the minister will have to'take 
'the courage in both his hands, and with a wise 
,adjustment of the 'financial burdens achieve both 
the objects in the space of a few years. He will at 
all events receive the unflinching support of the 
mass of people who are ready to suffer almost any 
burdens to get rid of the two terrible evils of illi­
teracy and drunkenness, The Liberal party in 
the Deccan have already begun a campaign of 
"rlu,cat'ing the masses, and the response which they 
met "ith is indeed gratifying. At several confer­
-ences ofthe backward cl.asses and at several public 
meetings resolutions were enthusiastically passed 
affirm ing ,the people's ,readiness to pay additional 
taxes in order to sweep away their ignorance and 
intemperance. In places where the leaven of re­
f~rm ideas is at work and which are not yet touch­
ed by the e~tremist propagand& of negation, popu­
lar enthusiasm will not be wanting for the rapid 
spread of education and an early 8xtio.otion of al­
coholism. 

At a time when -we are on the threshold of far-­
reaching reforms 1n the constitution, making it 
possible for the first time to secure a wide exten­
sion of education by a popular vote, it is stimulat­
fng to read how other countries, whioh are far 
ahead of us on their way to the goal of universal 
-elementary education, have been' speeding up their 
progress which was somewhat slackened by 
the European way. In America the Children's 
Labour BUl'eau of the U. S. Department of Labour 
carried on a vigorous campaign of "Back-to­
School .... with the object of Bending back to school 
thousands of boys and girls who had been drawn 
into work by the war.time demand for l&bour and 
a n allied campaign of "Stay-in.School" with the 
o'>ject of keeping them there. "In many oommu-

.u Every chi ld in School; A IInfeguard againat Child Labour 
alld IIliteraoy," PublioatioD No. 64 of the Children', Bu..eau, 

nities all the children who had left' school during 
the few months previous, were visited and an; 
effort was made to return them to school. Children 
who had left sohool in rural districts were follow­
ed up and urged to continue their schooling as 
well as the children iIi the cities and towns. In a 
number of rural' districts committees were appoint­
ed for eaC/h township and an effort was made to 
convince the parente that farm work for children 
is a loss rather than a gain if it is a substitute for 
schooling. It was pointed out to them that if the 
boys and girls of to·day are going to increase pro­
duction on the farms in the future, they must go 
through a prolonged period of intelligent trainin!IJ." 
Because the success of a Back-to·School drive is 
largely dependent upon the parents, in some loe's­
lities schools with travelling teache.rs were started 
for parents. The homes were visited for the pur­
pose of informing the parents of tbe educational 
opportunities open to their children in the schools 
in order that they might understand what the boys 
and girls are being deprived of when they lsave 

'school early. Various ingenIOus methods were 
employed to awakencommUl;tities and individua.l 
parents to the value of education, As a result of 
the campaign the school period for many boys and 
girls has been prolonged. "But the real "alue has 
been even more far-reaching than keeping a few 
boys and girls in school. Communities are being 
awa.kened to the needs of the working child, They 
have discovered that the million or ,mora children 
under 16, who leave school each year to go to 
work, are not forced into work by poverty. Many 
of them. are unaware of the advantages of an edu· 
cation or are moved simply by youthful restless-' 
ness or distaste for school. They have found that 

, many children begin their working lives with only', 
a scant educational equipment, and before they 
have had a chance to develop physically. - They 
are more and more becoming awara of the waste 
of early employment and are reoognising the faot 

. ' that' every chlld who goes to work prematurely 
contributes to ill, health, .industrial inefficienoy, 
unemployment, low wages, poverty and illiteracy." 
"It is not sufficient to secure legislation compel­
ling children to attend school. There rol1st be 
schools for them to go to and they must be made 
so plainly attractive that boys and girls will want 
to attend. The results of the Back-to-Sohool drive 
indiaated that the majority of children leave 
school because they are not interested in sohool 
and that the school fails to 'provide the training 
whioh meets their needs. If we are to keep 
children from going to work too early in life we 

-must provide a sohooling which holds their inter­
est, satisfies their need, and gives them a sound 
foundation on which to build their industrial life 
when the preper time comes for them to enter in­
'dustr~" 

As a result of little or no s,ohooling, lout of 
every 10 adults in the city and lout of every 5 
adults in the country; o'an, neither read nor write 

, in the ,United St&tes, and the illiteracy rate is 
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eighth In ihe Ii.t of civilised countries. One of the 
prlnoipal causes of this baokwardness is the in­
adequacy of the law of compulsory attendanoe. 
Employment in agriculture and domestio servi"" 
are BIempt from the operation of the State laws. 
It is true that the Federal Government has stepped 
in and has said that child labour must be prohi­
bited in every State up'to a certain age. But the 

'Federal child. labour law which provides {or an 
exeise tax upon the profits derived from the work 
of children prohibits only the employment of 
children under 14 in manufacturing establishments. 
agriculture being exempted. Nearly three-fourtha 
of working children between 10 and 16 'years of 
age are employed in agriculture, and they are not 
protected by the child-labour laws. The English 
law i. more stringent. Under the Fisher Educa­
tion Act nc child in all England can work at any 
occupation, including agriculture, before the age 
of 14. Up to that age he mu~ attend school every 
year for a full school term o{ nine mo;nths. In 
America "it is proposed to extend the principle of 
Federal aid to the elementary school. The Towner 
Bill introduoed in Congress in May, 1919, provides 
for .. n annual Federal appropriation of $100,000,000 
for educational purposes which would be distri­
buted among the States acoording to population." 
If Congress grants this appropriation it will mean 
that an the children of this country (th& United 
States) may in Ume have equal educ .. tional oppor­
tunities." Io~a passed a new school law this year 
which provides for the standardization of rural 
SCtluul;:.. J. Ull:S it'w oarries w Uti it,; bu appropria.. 
tion of $100,000 to be used in bringing the country 
schools up to a recognised standard of efficiency. 
If the school is designated by the State superin­
tendent a8 I/, standard school it will receive $6 per 
oapita for eaoh child who has an average attend­
ance of six months for the preoeding school year. 
A number of States .ecured legislation establish~ 
'lug. minimum salary of not less than $1000 for all 
teachers in the State. ,In other States $1,200 has 
been fixed as the minimum salary for elementary 
school teachers. 

At the conferences held by the Children's 
Bureau la8t year. the following standard. for work­
ing children were proposed by I/, committee cf 

. persons experienced in m .. ltor. pertaining to 
children in industry :-

.... g3 mini ... "m.-An age minimum of 16 tor employ­
ment in an,. 00"',\11)8tlon. loxcapt that ohildren be"tween 14 
and 16 tnuy b6 \\mplo,.ed 1ft asricolture and domestio· 88r­

viae during Y8Calton period. until sohools are oontinUOUIl 
1brou.bout tho year. 

Educahonul mini",um.-AU ohildren between '7 aDd 16 
.- years of 8gt' Ihall be required to atend lohool for at least 

Dine mouths eanh year. 
ChUdr~n between 1& and 11 yeara of age who have oom­

pleted t.ba eighth .... d. and are It'llalll' and regul"rly em­
ployed ,ban be I'e;}uired to atqud day oon'inuatiolJ sob,oals 
&t leaa, eight hours .. weer. 

Children bet.ween 16 aDd 18 who 11& .. not oompleted the 
eighth grade and are nat .... gulariJ" employed Ihall at .... d 
fuU·tim. sohools~ Oooupationel ir.lning especially adap'" 
,N, to tbetr n.ed£ chaU be providtft for tb.on children who 

are unable NCall" of mental I!ubn.,rmality 1:0 prone: by 
ordinary sehool instruction. 

Vaeation schools ~ing special emphasis.' cn healthful 
play and leimre time aC1Oiviti.,a; shall ~ provide~ for all 

, iJ.nildren.. 
Phgfiica' minimum.-A child shan hot be allowed to, 

go to work until he bas had a physical examination by a 
public-school pbysician or other medical cfficer especially 
appointed for that purpoH by tbe- agenoy cbarged with 
'the enforoemenl of the law. ami has beeD found to. be of 
normal develcpment for. ohild of hia age and phY8ically 
tit fortb. work &$ wbich h. is to be employed. , .' 

TJ:.ere sban be annual physical examination of all work­
ing ehildre.n wbo are under 18 years of':tge. , 

Hou.,.s of emplollmeDt.-No miDOt' ahall be employed more 
than 8 bouTS -a day, ~ 44. hours a week: .. , The, maxi­
mum working d&T for children between 16 and 18 shalL be 
shorter than the legal working day for adubs. . 

The hours apent af continuation' schools by ohlldl'tIn 
u.nder 18 years of age IhaU be C3Un.t&d as part of the work .. 
iug clay. 

Nigh'i work for minors shall be prohibited betweea' 6 
P. 11. aad 7 A. Ii. 

Minim.llm lDagtJ.-M'inora at ""ork !hall be paid at ,6 
rate of wages which for full-time.work shllll yield nct leu 
tban tbe minimum essential for the U neceasary cost of 
proper living .... &8 detennined by a minimum 'Wage com­
mission or'otbv similar official board:- During a period 
of learning ille,. may be rated as learners and paid acc«d­
ingly~ The leogth of the learning period sh-ould be fixed 
by such commission or other Ilmiler official board ~n edu­
cational -prinoiplea only. 

THE :MEDICAL SERVICES IN INDIA.-III.* 
HOSTILITY OF THE EUROPE1 .. NS. 

IN .. previous article I have dealt with the I.M.S. 
in its two aspects. i. e •• in,its relation ·tc the civil 
side on the one hand ... nd to tiui RA.M.C.on 
the other. In that article I 'have show .. how· the 
presence of the civil side was detrimental to its 
efficiency as I/, milit .. ry service. and how it was an 
obstacle to its amalgamation with the RA.M.C. 
We .. Iso s .. w that the LM.S. h .. s three elements in 
its composition-the milit .. ry element as against 
the civil. and the European a.s against the, Indian, 
element, .. nd that the conflict of dIvergent inter­
ests. of thes~ elements millt&ted greatly agaill$t the 
hcmogeneity aDd smooth working of a public ser­
vice. In the present article' I propose to. di~Cii8S 
the European. and the fndian elelU~hts, in order 
to see wherein the· antagonism of their interes' 
lies. The European element domina"" 'the ser· 
vice numerically. The Europe .. n agit&tor has ex­
hausted every argument to' shoW' that the increase 
of the Indian element is highly undesirable in the 
interests of the service. He ·has not been v~ry 
modestinextolling his own virtues-'-hia profes­
sion&! and social superiority. lie h .. s appealed to 
the effioiency of tjle service. to the maintenanoe of 
discipline and the western standard of progress of 
msdical soience in Indi... Nor has he spared him­
self the pains to vilify the Ind iAn in his attsmpts 
to' show th .. t he (the Indian) not only I .. cks these 
excellent qu&!ities. but that he is inoapable of 
developing them even nnder ~be hest of conditions. 
And lastly. falling in .. rgument, he has not hesi-

·"Prmous· anioles in 'hie lenes appeared IU &h. iMuN of 
N~ember 4 and U. 
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.tated, as.a dernier resort, to &ppeal; to the preju-, 
dices of his race,-that the wives and families of 
the service me'n prefer to have medi%l attendance 
from men ot their own race. And to giVi! this 
appeal the apPeaI:ance of a general demand, he 
hM had memorials sen t"j'rom all the rabid members 
of the. Anglo-Indian ,community, such as the 
ph,nters and the Boxvalas of Ca.lcutta, who. have 
notlliD!/: whatever to do with the service. 

FrX"A1'[)~ Ot' A PROI'ORTION CON'DEMNED, 

Unfortunately for him the great war has 
proved the inanity of these arguments. It has 
'dispelled' for ever the halo of virtues with which 
the Englishman in In dia had enclreled h·imself as 
peculiarly his own· It has further shown that 
giv,en the opportunity and given the right 'man: 

. the Indian is every bit as good as the Englishman 
in. taking initiati ... e and respcnsibility, in main-
'taining discipline, in a ReMe ofh<>nou I', and "in 
"fficial. raQtitude. At the present momen t, anum­
ber of medical formations are maDned and run 
entirely by Indians, with equal, if not better, suc­
oess than those run by Europea.ns. The present 
proportion of lJldiansin the service is about lO~~ 

. of the total strength: The Secretary' of State for 
I ndia has decreed that the numbor of Indians in 
the servioe may be raised to 30;~, This the Euro­
pea.ns are opposing tooth and nail. If the wives 
and families <>f EuropeanS" want dootors of their 
own race, let their wish be l<!:atified by all means. 
But they must not forget that the Indians, with 
whose money the service is paid, also claim the 
sams privilege. The Europeans oannot hll.ve it both, 
ways. Now the number of permanent I.M.S. men 
is about 800 in all. If this number is to bl! divided 
up according to race and nationality, the share of 
the wives and families of European Government 
~ervants as against 300 milion Indians would be 
very s.mall indeed. No doubt, the Secretary of 
State meant well by increasing the proportion of 
Indians; but in doing so, he has unfortunately 
played into the hands of the European agitato·r. 
The' fixation of numerical proportions meaps the 
-'rp"etuation of the raoial bar which, we had all 
~:ped, tns .;.;,ew era was guing to remove: It may 
ope laid, 011 thll otherhBna, ~:;:!t this is only the 
beginning, lilld that In time .the numhers Willi 
increase. That, howe"er, remal..s to be -seen.t, 
ca.nnot be too strongly emphasised that Indians 
are notin favour of preferential treatment. either 
for themselves or for Europeans. They have never 
asked for special concessions or privileges, either 
fOl" this or any other service. They have never 
asked that a certain proportion of appointments 
in the publio services should be reserved for them .. 
If any Indian politioian, oarried awal by,the zeal 
of reforms. bal demauded' it, he has done 80' 

behind the country'. baok:alld behind the baok of 
5uvioe men whose inte~eat he has betrayed. All 
that the Indians aslll. beg aud pray for 'is fair field, 
and no favour, neither more nor l&8s. At present, 
the Indian has not only to oompete ·withthe 
beat produot of the British schools; but with 

Canadia.ns, Australian;, South Afrioans, and a4' 
otherI' who choose to be known as Britishers. 
"He has to go to a foreign country, study and 
compete in a foreign tongue, incu r large expenses 
and then run the risk of failure. U nfortunatell 
after overcoming these difficulties successfully, 
his troubles do- not end, btlt begin there. He is 
subjeoted to official and sooial p!n-pricb. whioh 
make lars life unpleasant. The treatmen' bs 
receives from the predominant partner in th~ 

service i. calculated to be such as to deter other' 
from following in hig footsteps. We only ask , . 
that the obstacles, which are designed to keep. 
raoial distinction in the service and whioh have; 
been placed in our way, may be removed. Let thlf 
standard for examin.ations be as severe as possible.: 
Indians are prepared to compete with English­
men on equal terms, Let the best men be seleoted. 
irrespective 'of considerations of race and numbers" 
so that the State ml\Y have the benefit of the best 
men in its servicee The Indian has been ad.mitted 
into the service from its very beginning, bu t with 
the welcome of an uninvited guest. The attitude 
of EnglishlJlen towards him has always been 
that of thinly veiled hostility. Having made a 
virtue of necessity, they have tolerated him in their 
,midst whh indifference, if not actual ccntemp$, 
The number of Indians .has been carefully kept 
down, and they have been, studiously kept out of 
all places of power or emolument, on one pretext 
or another. 

REAL CAUSE OF THE {;PHEAVAL. 
It was hoped, however, that with the, lapse of 

time and w1th the comradeship in arms, a. better 
f'eeling would prevail, as became members of the 
same service. But to the genuine regret of all 
wellwishers ot India and the' medical service, these 
hopes have not been realised, and matters have 

. steadily gone from bad to w<>rse. We. all know 
that the desire for place and power is a frailty 
which is common to all humanity. W,e also 
know that the megalomaniac delusion of his own 
superiority is a malady, from which the English­
man peouliarly suffers, when he comes out to this 
country. But it,was hoped that the advent of new 
forces which are shaping the course of events in 

-the oountry and the new economic and political 
'conditions which have c,ome into being in the 
world wou1d bave a' corrective influence on the 
paroohial mentality of the Englishman. They have 
affected 'him iii away, but they have done So for 
the worse: The much talked-of angle of vjsion 
has changed, but it has made the Englisllman 
blinder than ever to the harmful course whioh he 
is parsuing. The 'Indian reforms were expected &0 
'u.he~ In Il new millennium in the, cQu!ltry.when 
, thlil wolf and the shee» shall sleep together in peaoe 
and. goodwill shall prevail between Indians and 
Ellropeans. U ntortunately, 80 far the reforms 
have brought nothing but strife and disaffection in 
iheir wake. -Indeed Chey have unchained the de­
monsot hatred and opened up the floodgatea of 
wrath which bad been pent,' up in ~he orealt of 



NOVE~BER 18, 1920. 1 THE ~ERVANT'OF INDIA. 4$9 

Englishmen from the days of Plassey., The. reo. 
rforms h .. ve been made the text of homilies . to 
. preach. U discJutent. uneasin&s~' and uncert~inty 
in the service," They h .. n been m .. de the pret~xt 
of a demand for tb .. t .. holesale robbery, .. hich bas 
been so unblushingly going on in the servioe under 
the guise of increaeed pa.y ... eeeler .. ted promotions, 
more leave. early pensions, fre~ pass .. ges to Eng-

·.l .. nd, .. nd overse ... &Ilow .. nce. The Englishman is 
a long, headed animal. Like the red Indi .. n, he c .. n 
ken where the ordin .. ry aye cannot see. He knows 
by in.tiuct that ilie .eform~ 11)'8 the thin end of the 
;wedge. What he i. really dre .. qing is th .. t it will 
nut be long before the tables are turned upon him" 
He knows that he h ... tre .. ted the Indi .. ns in the 

.pastct'Ilelly .. nd abomin .. bly, Hi. own sins Hamlet­
,like ... , now rising to hsunt him .. In the Indi .. n 
reforms he ..... the Nemesis which is thre .. ~ning 
;0 overtake him. This is the .. eoret of so much 
uphe .. val in the European commun~ty" Tbis js 
really why they make the Indi .. n reform., like the 
" Gott Str .. ffe England;' a lied ~f h .. te t~ b~ sung 
in private and offici .. l circle., I .. m sorry to have 
dipped my pen iu the ink of politics, I .. m not a 

'politician. But politioian or no politici .. n, such 
xetl<Hltions are foroed upon one, who h .. s eyes' to 
I'~e and a mind to .reflect, upon wh .. t is going Oil 
around him in public .. nd private life, 

TEMPORARY 1. M. S, OB'FWERS. 

Beside. tbe dust which has beel\ raised by 
the European agit .. tor over tbe question of reforms, 
,~ere ie .. nother f .. otor which h... aggr .. vated the 
present situ .. tion in the service to no sm .. l1 degree. 
That factor is the advent of the tempor .. ry 1. 
M, S·. offioers, There are .. bgut SOO temporary 
officers .. t tbe present moment serving in the army, 
a major; ty of th •• e being Indi .. ns, These offioers 
were enlisted to meet the speci .. 1 dem .. nd of .. 
.-peclal emergenoy. T'he need of medic .. l men .. t 
the time .... s so great th .. t any:' penon with .. di­
ploma or medical degree was only too weloo'me, 
The ru.h .. t tha same time w .. s BUCh. th .. t it w .. s 
,pr .. ctio .. lly impossihle to piok and choos8. Even 
in the cl)mb .. tant ran,ks aU 80rta of unfits, the bllhd, 
h .. lt and m .. imed were gr .. tefully aocepted. so long 
' ... they could st .. nd on two legs and' were able to 
do something, The civil medical men wbo h .. d 
vulunteered themselves for service in the I. M. S. 
were naturally of various types. Of cour.e they 

_were .. II oivllians, who h .. d had no milit .. ry train-
tug .. nd oonsequently had no idea of disoipline: 

-Tbey had never moved in English society before 
9n terms of equ .. lity or f .. miliarity and were th~re­
fore innooent of the soci .. 1 amenities of service 
life, A good m .. ny of them had never Bsen a, :fire 
form in their life. except perh .. ps in a "mage n.elee 
w here a vmage. bad been shot (aooidentally of 
ouurse) by "str .. y shut from a white man's gun. 
They bad a vague idea of tield service al a pande­
monium of flying buUeta .. nd_ bursting s1!slls. 
where the tre.eberous foe hub!!' bebind ever" 
lent pelr. Among them were medical practitioJ;le):1 
of fair!,. long atao.din3 il! their PNfea.io~. witb fa-

mily,and professional "'.ppnsil?iliIi"", , Then there 
were oivil Assistant Surgeons who had served in 

. ~ub()winate capaoityand had looked upon the I.M . 
S. Blen with .. kind of reverential a .. e, They cO!1ld 
not feel oomfortable i.n their oompanyon' terms of 
equality, There'were m.en also whe .. ere imbued 
with theapirit of Young India, self-respecting,­
self-relia.nt.of an indepedentturn of mind ,to the 
'point of, touohiness .. They Ba~ i!lsult where per­
haps no.ne wa.s intended" Again,there were yeung 
men who h .. d been educated in Europe •. passessed 
Britil!hqualiqcations, ",nd ,"f!re as tiue a ~et of 
men as one' oould wish· tJ meet any·where. 
AU theBe .men had made sacri·tices in joining 
the; service. All bad borne' privations and per­
'son;"l discomforts. The old.r men h .. d gIven np 
their pr .. otioe, and the younger men their promis­
ing c .. reers. espeoi .. lIy at' a' time when all profes'­
sionai c~mpe~ition w .. s withdrawn, .. nd they h .. a 
goodp~o'l>ects of setting' them~lllves up in p'riv .. te' 
pr,!-ctice. , They ali bad high bope~ of being given 
permanent .eomm issions, This heterogeneous' eon­
glomeration of 'ulluained reeruits -;. not to be 
j\Jdged by the high sooial and professional 
st .. ndard of the permanent service men., 
In assessing their shortcomings ... Ilowance "hquld 
bl!' made fOl all these circumstances, t .. king 
every tbing into. I'ccount, it m .. y safely be said 
without rear of contradiction that the work of the 
temporary I. M. S. men has been Q~ite,s .. tisfactorY. 
Th~ dllcar .. ticns and distinctions whieh the •• men 
h .. v'; ... rned oompare r ... vourably with those earned 
l1y the permanent men. I repeat that th •• e men. -
by thelt timely help, have saved the I. M, S, from 
complete and ignominious breakdo .. n. 

, This is one side of the picture. Now let us look 
tQ. the-other side and see how .their'services have 
been re .. arded. We have' noted pefnre _what the 
Eshe. Committee were made to rem .. rk .. bout the 
tempor .. ry. men: in theht report th .. t " out of 900 o~ 
mare temporary Indian medical officers employed, , 
in the w .. r,we understand th .. t only.. sm .. )l pro­
portion have proved themselye.soti~ for .. eti.va ser­
vice as to justify selectton for permanent appoint~, 
ments" {p .. ra. 46). Temp.or .. r •• ,offioers bad ro seue 
under I. M.S. offioers,who were already je .. lous of thl' 
Indian element. It is easy to find f .. ult wheq one 
ie determined to loult for one. And&' m .. n ,hlinde~ 
by prejUdice is a man without reason. He, se" 
f .. ult '!Vhere 'none exist .... nd he visits ~e'sins of 
oDlI on tpe head of all. A B;itish offi..cer. ~hatbu 
~e~porary or permanent, by virme .of hie _ oom"1is­
~ion, is lin titled to .. oert."iI> .offiQ~I"1j4 sooial.oan-" 
8ider~Uon. But the tre .. tment meted out ro thllBe. 
men, ..... far frolll ffie~dlYl o(»);Iside~aia or' '~mpa-, 
thelia, Indeed:,in same instanoes, it was such th .. t· 
it could pardly be imagined' as -possible any~here. 
else except in the I. MfS. Tbe .trutb ia that. ,these" 
men.,at least the self-respectinjl'.PQrtion ,of th"m" 
are so disgusted with the .ociai 'llld, offici .. i treat-. 
m~ntthey have, baan re~ei~iDgthat they' .... ould 
~ot ilave anythill8 to do .'!Vith· ~ service. ' l',hie,' 
~ Ute .real reason why a very sm,,!! frao-
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tion out' of the 900 men has applied fot' per:­
manent commissions. It is" a pity ,this side 
of the picture was JlO' shown, to the E.her Com­
mittee when they penned the above remark. Offi­
oially tbe temporary officers' are given a separate 
scale of pay, promotion, and ,gratuities,which is 
distinot from the permanent service. This is only 
'right. But these officers mak'e a grievance that, 
apart from ·this distinction, they should be permit­
ted to participate in command and other .. harge 
allowances of the servioe towhioh for the time. 
.being theybeleng. From their point of view this 
di~tinotion is unfair. 

DIFFERENTIAL TREATMENT. 

The European is engaged on two years' con­
tract. He is offered outfit allowance, a 'first class . 
passage out to India and back and a gratuity. 
.over and above this he is given Rs. '150 > a: month 
more pay than the Indian officer. Now the Edro­
pe&n, when he oomes out to thj. country, is little 
more than a school boy. Besides being new to the 
oountry, he is more 'liable to suffer from the Kinder 
Kranheiten of tropioal India. It takes him quite 
two years or more to know something or the, 
language and customs of the country. And as 
often as not, his professional attainments are not 
so good as those of his Indian colleague. It is 
therefore evident that, from the point of view of 
efficiency and usefulness, he is not so good' as the 
Indian article. These attractive terms may induce 
Europeans to come out to this country for a' holi­
da.y trip, bilt they do not make for the good of the 
servi08. They may even rejoioe the heart otthe' 
I!iuropean agitator to see the colour bar so ia­
~olently brandished in the' face of India, but it 
is not sound business. This differentird treatment 
is of course entirely 'indefensible. The salarie8, 
which are paid to Government servants, are the 
wages for tlte work they do, and the better the 
quality of the work the nigher is the scale of 
wages. Now in this case the higher wages are 
paid not beoause the work is good,bilt beoause the 
workman has whiter skin. There is strong feeling 
of ~sentmeDt among Indians over this question of 
a differential scale of pay. Their silence should 
not ba taken to mean ,that they will take it lying 
down. Silence is the measure of the deptli of the 
current. 

This resantment is already b,eginning to show 
itself, ' as 'evidenoed by the fact that out of 900 
temp~rary offioers a very ~mall proportion is ap­
plying for permanent commissions, and those who 
are doing 10 are not the right stamp of men. 
Memorials and representations, we understand, 
are al800n their way. It is only the taotful 
handling by the D.M.S., India, and his sympathetio 
treatment and oonsiderate postings, whioh is keep­
ing the temporary offioers in the service. This, 
differential soale of pay has been extended to tQ,e 
permanljnt service also. This the Indians regard ae 
a barefaced attempt, to perpetuate' the raoe 'distinc~ 
tlon'in its most objeoti~nable form. 'Thet' are not 
deoeived by Its o&mouflaged name of ~ersea8 al~ 

, , 
. '£ 

lowanoe. ' Self-respeoting Indians refuse to join th_ 
. servioe o.n these humiliating terms. If iHs desired­
that the Indian should keep up the' sooial pretltig.t 
of the servioe, that he should frequently visi, 
Europe to keep himself abreast in hi" profession, 
and if it is de aired that he should turn out equally 
good work as the European, then it is equally 
desirable and fair .that he should be treated in the 
matter of pay and other allowances on terms of 

'equality with his European colleague. If smaller 
pay is offered, it will onl'y keep out the verY clas, 
of Indian whom it .is desirable' to enlist in the 
servioe. It is 'a thousand pities that the medicrd 
advisers of the Governmlrnt of India did not prace 
the interests of the service before considerations 
of raoe, and that' they did n~t foresee the die­
aatrous effect which this measure will have on the 
effioiency of the service. Tbe Indians look to tha' 
head of the I.M.S. fOr proteCtion of theirillterest~ 
as much as the Europeans. Therefore. it is ai 
matter of great disappointment to them that h~ 
should have permitted himself to be a party to ih~ 
sanotion of this iniquitous measure whioh is a 
impolitic 85 iI is unjust. It 'will be observed the. ' 
some of the a.bove-mentioned grievances are tangiol 
ble, while others are subtle and intangible. It il 
the presence of the tangible which gives lioenoe to1 
and makes the intangible po!sible. It is therefor'; 
up to those'heads of the service who 8t'e responsiJ 
ble for its smooth and effioient workin'g to see thJ 

, , 
raoe distinctionS' remoyed and thereby to make the 
existence of the impalpable grievances im~()8.ible; 

( To be continued. ) 
AN 1. M. S. OFFICER. 

HINDU U. W IN THE NEW ERA..· 
,.A.DOPTION,-III.. 

WE shalI- next proceed to discuss the disastrous 
effeots of another principle introduoed into the 
law of adoption by the Privy Council. It was ir8~ 
faintly enunciated by Lord Kingsdown hi 
Bhoobun Mogee VB. Ram Kishore as early as 186S; 
It was not necessary for the purpose of that case 
to lay down any suoh new prinoiple. And indeed 
it may ,well be doubted whether Lord KingsdowD 
was consoious that he _8 introcucing a nevi 
prinoiple at all. It is also further worth! 01 
remark 'that the language ueed by Lord Kmgs, 
down in that judgment clearly "ShoWS that in one 
very material point his Lordship woefully failed 
to understand the main principle underlying thf 
fabric of adoption among the Hindus. That' pasS! 
age was as foHows:- ; 

It could hardly have been intended that after the lapse 
of several successive heirs a. sou should be adopted t,: 
the greatwgrand-futber of the last taker. whe~ lilt the sp~ 
.·itaal pu.rpOsu of a .. Oft, aCCOTdi~g to the largest con8trUt;~~ 
lion oj fMOI, would have hff" 3atlsjieJ. 

It oan be clearly shown that this idea of hi 
Lordship did not conform to general Hindu senti~ 
ments and ideas. The spiritual purposes of a son 
according to thfllargest construclton oj them, coul 
be satisfied aCQording to Hindu ideas only Wh~dd 
there is the BOn or' his own linear deac~dants 1 
existence oapable of offering Pinda snd water t~ 

.'> ' ,. P.revious articles in this series appesriJd in the issues'" 
: September 9 and 2S, Oo\ober 1: 14 and 21. N o .. embe. 4 and 11. ~ 

\ 
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-the anoestor. As soon as there oomes to be !Po 
break in the continuity of linear descendants, the 
propositus oan never feel satisfied until the breach 
is repaired and a oontinuous line of desoent reesta­
blished. The propositus can never he satisfied in 
his mind if the continuity gets broken and another 
line is substituted to carryon the work. To give a 
latter-day illustration. The G. I. P. railway 
would always wish that they have their own 
~ireot line from Bombay. right up to Nagpur and 
that they should have their oWn direct conneotion 
with Nagpur and vice ver8ll. They would never 
feel oontent if, their direct line gets breaobed at 
Bhusawal and from that place anotber railway 
-company continues the traffio upto N agpu .. , and 
t4ey would strain every nerve to reestablish their 
Ilni!. Ii would be poor. solaoe .to· them to kno. 
that till Bhusawal they have their own dileot line. 
;Similarly every Hindu propositus oould never 
feel contented to have his own direct line stopped' 
at any intermediate generation and a new colla­
teralline established to oarr, on the lineage. His 
utmost solicitude would be to have a direot lineal 
<lescendant until eternity; 

.' It is this sentiment that Lord Kingsdown 
falled to understand when his Lordship penned' 
th~ above pa~Bsge. Indeed even according to best 
HlDdu !deas .It was not at aU necessary for his 
Lordship to lD~roduce any such foreign prinoiple 
for ~he decision of that partioular oase. The son 
~avlng .left a widow competent to adopt, the direct· 
ltn eal IID~ was capable of being kept intact by the 
-daughter-lD-law making an adoption. and so. 
~handrabullee, the mother-In-law, had no oooa­
.slon to make an adoption, because the adopted son. 
of the daughte,:.in law, Bhoobun Moyee, would 
bave been the lineal grandson of the propositus. 
And so no doubt Chandrabullee had no 810Use for 
making a fresh adoption to her own husband. 

admitted in their Hindu Law, that Hindu Law 
proper or Hindu Lawyers never knew of such 
principle; and indeed, in tile varioUll oases argued 
hefore the High Courts, Hindu· lawyers h\\ve 
repeatedly raised the same complaint in' .vain. 
To cits only one ill-stanoe, we find that at XXVI 
Bombay 532 Justice Chandavarkar says:-' ". 
.. "It was much pressed upon us that- this prineiple- was 

Dot in accordance either with ,the letter or spirit -oi.tbe 
Hindu. Law as expounded in the books. or as understood 
by the Hindul themselves. -'But it i8 not open: to 118 t6 go 
into that qu.estiml and we must take the la", as it was JAId 
down in Bhoohun Moyee"a ('ase by the Privy Oouncil and 
a.s it waR interpreted and reaffirmed in hIo of their Lord~ 
ship's later decisions ... 

The law laid down in Bhoobun Moyee's oase 
had to be ~n8idered and interpreted and explained 
and expanded and contracted ag .... n and again not 
only by the Privy Counoil but by all the High 
Courts in India eaoh in its own way. That process 
has been going on uninterruptedly sinoe 1855 till . 
to·day, i, e" ior a pe.riod of more than half a century. 
and yet it mllst be oonfossed that the process of 
explanation has not eome to a satisfactory end. 
'Tbe chaos reigning in this branoh of the law issuch 
that no body could definitely affirm what the final 
decision of the Privy Counoil will 'be in a given. 
Bet of circumstances; nor oould the. law-expounder 
olearly define what the law generally is so as to 
be able to reconcile and explain all 'the decisions 
on a sound basis. The latest expositor of the law 
is no less than Dr. Gour, and that learned writer 
has beeu compelled to admit that the rule that he 
has evolved as the net result of numerous deci, 
sions which he has embodied in his sec, 34 of the 
Hindu Oode, i. not by any' means wbolly oonsis-· 
tent with some of the deciSIons. Dr. -Gour 
deserves great oredit for evolving his rule and his 
being able to enunoiate it in only a short sentene ... 
We may as well reproduce. tbe. section:. ;' 'rhe 
widow's power to adopt becomes inoap"ble' of 
e:uoution on the vesting of her husband'. estate in 
another by inheritance (but not bysurvivorsh·ip). 
But, as we have seen, even this rule cannot reeon. 
cile the various decisions hitherto given. .1:t is 
further worth, of note that, even as it is, it works 
ia many oases a great deal of mischief of 'quite 
an un· Hindu character. . 

.. Bu~ Lord. King~d.o,",n, instead of reRting the 
PlIvy Vounot! decIsion' on this .simple Hindu 
,ground, prooeeded to advance quite un-Hindu 
reasons. for the deoision, as mentioned above. His 
Lordsh!p b~ld that as soon as the estate reaoiled 
the son 8 Widow, Chandrnbullee's power of adoption 
had become '1icapahle <if execution· These words 
.subsequently. ,:"ere understood to mean· that the' 
.power of adol?ho,n had beoome extinguished. And 
naturally th,S Interpretation gave rise to the 

.c.oroll.ary tb~t When onoe the power beoame 'ex­
tIngUished,. It oould never tIIereafter be revived, 
whatever Olroumstanoes may later on int~rvene. 

What Lord King"down. probably meant to 
ear was. that Chandrabullee's power of adoption 
~eoame In.capable of el[8oution only so long as her 
daughter-in-law,. Bhoobun Moyee, oould herse1f 
adopt and oontlDue the lineal suocession. But 
~!!e High Courts in India understood the meaning 
in the I~rgest sense, viz., tbat the power of a:loption 
was eXtinot for ever and could never possibly be 
r$vlved. Properly speaking, under Buoh oiroum­
"tan?es the po~el' of adoption of the widow higher 
ul? In, the hne is only suspended, Indeed a 
Wldo1\' 8 power of creating an heir by adoption 
,ooul~ neve~ be wholly extinct under Hindu ideas. 
A Widow IS, under Hindu law . the surviving 
,h~lf of her husband's bod" and n~turall, this sur­
'vlvin!!" half must be as oompetent to make any 
,adOPhon a. the full bod, of the husband. She 
do~s the aot, not on ber own authority, but ezactly 

·as If sh. were the husband himself. 

Th,. ruling of the Privy Oounoil in Bhoobun 
Moyee. oase was understood all OVer India to 
have introduoed a new prinoiple till then quite 
unheard of in India. Even Wast and Buhler have 

We shall illustrate our meaning by' taking a 
very general 08ge of mischief. A and B are two 
joint brothers,. of whom B dies first, leaving a 
widow. Then A dies, also leav(ng a w.idow. 
Suppose A's widow also dies: Then there re­
mains only B's widow alive to represent the whole 
family and yet the wonder is that this sole sur­
viving widow i8~ by the 'present, law, debarred 
from making an adoption to continue the line of 
her own husband. And this disability subsists 
even though B may have .in the most solemn 
terms direoted his wife to make an adoption or 
even 'Successive adoption. I Thus, aocording tn' 
the present law, B'a widow is prohibited from 
adoption and must, on her death,hand. Oftr the 
whole' estate to distant relations of B, or if there 
be none suoh in existence, then she must hand 
over the estate to the Orown I Thus the' present 
law, by its rantastio notions of vesting and divest­
ing, allows the interests of total strangers and 
even of the Crown to override the natUral wishes 
of A and B to be represented ill the world hy .. 
4ireot male line of heirs. Travesty of Hindll senti­
ments oould, we feel sure. hardly be carried to 
further lengths. . 

Similarly take another oase. A dies leaving 
a widow and a son B, and then B dies. In thia case 
A's widow is at present oompetent by law to make 
an adoption. But if B happened to leave a widow, 
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and that widow also dies, then A's widow is deba ..... 
J'ed permanentlyl It is sickening that in over 75 
per cent. of the cases of adoption reported in the 
Law Reports, the fight is behnen the widow·wish­
ing to adopt and trying to contiune her huebap.d:s 
line and straugers who want to grab that famlly s 
estate for themselves, unmindful' of the fact that 
the original members in the family go to hell, ac­
cording to Hindu ideas, by reason of there being 

. Dobody in existence to give them Pinda and waterl 
In some cases (notably in the case reported at 38 
Madras 1105 on appeal to the Privy Council at 41 
Madras 855) the estate of the· propositus was 
diverted, by reason of the western doctrine of 
vesting and divesting, into a collateral channel in 
which the propositus most solemnly had warned 
his wife that it should not go at any cost, and this 
in spite of the fact that there was living the 
",idClw of the propositus hiDil!elf, ready and will­
ing to faithfully carry out her husband's solemn 
behests. We certainly think it is never too late 
to alter the law so as to make it conform· to the 
feelings of the community who are to be governed 
by its pr;)visionsl 

Thus the result of the introduction of an alien 
principle at the hands of Lord Kingsdown 'has 
been disastrous all along the -line. It has 'Dot 
only brought in general ohaos and unoertainty but 
it has upset and - destroyed the main m&tive that 
was the basis of the idea of Hindu adoption. We 
are perfeotly sure that if the Hindus do not rise 
to their dignity in the new regime and if they do 
not take immediate -steps to make the necessary 
emendations, .they will have proved to the world 
their utter incapacity to manage their own affairs 
in consonance with their own wishes. 

We admit that it is no easy task to cleanse 
this Augean stable in which filth has been accum­
Ulating for nearly a century. But that, is no 
FeabOn why we should not try to remove the 
filth. Indeed tue magnitude of the rubbish 'Ought 
to be an incentive to strenuous efforts on the pnrt 
of the leaders. . 

We hope to throw out some suggestions fo, 
construotive amendment in the Hindu law of 
adoption in the next article. 

LEX. 

AMONG THE MASSES. 
TIME was when Indian masses took practically no 
interest in politics. No such interest was created 
in them by leaders of politioal movements. Per­
haps they required all their energies for their work 
as oritios of Government and had none to spare 
for this work. Maybe they found no stimulus for 
this work. But things have materially altered. since 
the passing of the Reforms Act. The Aot has en­
franchised many of our people - and has thus 
given tnem a new political status in the country. 
In faot·the· enfranchised have noV{ beoome the 
"masters" from whom our politicians would dllrive 
their power to work for the good of the people. No 
one who is no.t able to secure the confid.snoe of his 
people can hope to play any signifioant part in the 
politics of this country under the Il~W dispensa· 
tioll. No wonder then that Indianpolitioians of 
all shades of opinion are now seen to !Dove ·among 
the masses and to educate their masters to use 
their new powers to their best advantage. And al· ' 
ready we see very remarkable results of this new 
political movement. A new awakening is coming 
over our masses. They now seem consoious of 
their new position and appear to take that interest 
in politlcs which they had rarely shown in the 
pa"t. 

As one of the party of Liberal workers, Ire. 
cently had ocoasion to travel in Berar and East 
Khandesh. Similar eduoative propaganda was 
oarried on in Sholapur and Satara districts. We 
Aisited several places, some of them mile. 
away from the railway line, and in each we 
lived and moved among the masses. We had 
thus numerous opportunities of coming into 
intimate contact with them and entering into their 
thoughts and feelings. Indeed we kne;y there the 
people of the land much better than we could ever 
have done living in cities like Poona. We were BUI'­
prised not a little to find that these men showed un­
mistakable signs of a new-born interest in politics. 
They could distinguish the provincial from the 
Imperial legislature and seemed already familiar­
w.ith many things connected with eleotions and 
other allied matters. They appeared to realise the 
immense value of the franchise which, they saw 
they could use for their own good. We, therefore' 
needed not many words to persuade these men' 
assembled in their thousands in the conference~ 
and meetings .that we addressed, to resolve to 
leave unheeded the appeals made to them by the 

. apostles of non-co-operation, Borne of whom were­
present in these gatherings to preaohtheir gospel 
and- proper!::r to use their vote to seoure their own 
welfare. 

Now' the first requisite of· national welfare is 
universal education. That is the basis of aU pro­
gress. Without mass education we can never hope­
to carry out with any remarkable success our 
schemes to increase national wealth and to im­
prove national health. This was cleluly recog­
nised hythe people we _ met everywhere in our 
tour. Their one cry was education and more edu­
cation for the mass of the people. They were­
ready to make the necessary sacrifice for the edu­
cation of their children. In their conferences and 
meetings resol!ltionB were adopted by them re­
questing the new councils to take immediate steps­
for the spread of education even thougn that might 
necess.itate fresh taxation. EverywhH8 we saw. 
a keen desire to make up for the iost time in this 
respect. They were sorry that all their children 
were not in school. They rightly attributed their 
backwardness in many things to the absence of 
education. No wonder then that they treated with. 
uttet scorn the idea of withdrawing children from 
schools. 

Our new councils then may well count upon 
the co-operation of the people in their endeavours 
for the spread of eduoation. They would in the 
same way get the support of the people in their 
attempts to prom·ote national wealth and health, 
provided men inside. and out.ide the councila 
move among the people and explain to them the 
nature of the measures to be t"ken for the pur­
pose. We could, for example, enlist the support of 
the oonferences and meetings we addressed for 
the abolition of drink that so Diuch oonoern8 the­
health of a people. What could be done in one 
instance may well he attempted in others. What 
we want is strenuous work. Qarried on from day to 
day in the right spirit of faith and hope. With 
men to do this work in this spirit, we oan. creale 
heal thy publio opinion to support the popular re­
presentatives on 1:he new councils in their work 
fol' the good of the pli'Jple and can thus secure the 
utmost benefit we can possibly get from the new re­
forms. I .efuse to believe that men of the righfo 
sort will be wanting to undertake this work. 

V. K. JOAG. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 

lIR. GANDHI AND UNTOUCHABILITY. 
To THE EDITOR or THE SnVAlil: OJ' IllDI.A.. 

SlR,-Tbe. Associated Press reports '\hat .. Mr. GaDdhi 
wanted. to make it olear tbat he .-as aD advooate of the ewe 
system. onl,. he wanted tbe untouohability lo be remoyed:~ 
But tbere Bre 'twenty items or degrees of uotouoha.bUity. Is he 
f.,. remOYiDg them all! 

If & Bud,.. or Ka.yastha or & high caa1e nOll-Brahman 
.pw:1l <he cooked food of a Brah...... ill Bangal, "liliough <he 
aame priut may conduct the religious rites alld oeremonies of 
the Brahman. Baidya and Kayastha. the touoh cODveys lJollu­
'lion to the food. Will Mr. Gandhi stop ihis kind of untouohabi­
Ii",., And what will remain of Hinduism ..or Brahmiuism 
.IleD!- Y CDH, .... 

4 Ray Street, Caloutta, 
November 8. 

SRII .... ra DliTT. 

TOPICS OF THE WEEK. 

EVEN the Nationalists are not quite easy in 
their minds over the change which it is proposed 
to' introduce in the creed of the Congress. The 
Mahratta thus reprimands the -authors of the 
<3hange: "It does not serve the best interests of the 
country to think or talk of severance of the BrUish 
connexiont nOl" anyone wishes to do 80 .. " MI'. A.. 
Rangaswami Aiyengar writes in the same strain. 
After making petulant oomplaints that the amend­
ments which purport to be r~oommended by a sub­
committee of the All India Congress Committee 
were not decided uponen regle, he observes: "Taking 
things as they are and having in view tbe fact that 
the Congress is a working political organisation, 
there is no point in looking too far ahead, while 
wisdom and common sense suggest that we should 
place for the present full responsible government 
within the Empire a8 the immediate objective of 
the Congre,s." If independence is seriously to be 
thougllt of, it is unwise to limit tl).e Congress h· 
"peaoeful methods. .. Our goal must he related to 
"the means we adopt, and "independenos" and 
1'peaoeful means" go ill together, If we are 
not serious about independsnoe, there is no occa-· 
Ilion for the proposed change. By the way we 
may adO here that Mr. C. v: Vaidl'a and two other 
oonvinced Nationalists suggest that to Article 1 
·as drafted by lhe . sub-committee defining the goal 
'of the Congress should be added the words "with­
in the British Comnionwealth." making it impos­
sible for the Congress to work for independence. 
Their oomment on the proposed constitution is that 
it "oonfers almost oligarchic powers on the All­
India. Congre.. Committee" and reduces "the 

.anrage delegate to the Congress the position of a 
mere vote-registering maohine." . .. .. 

THE Amrita Bazar Patrik4 :remains as un­
convinced as ever about the uillity and advisabi­
lity of Mr. Gandhi'. programme of non-oo-opera­
tioll, every item in whioh i& condemned by n in 
deteil. It truly remarks that .. except Pandii 
Motllal Nehru there is not a single Nationalist 

leader who. suppods all the items of the pro­
gramme;" it may well have said, "no Nationalist 
supports any important item in it." The Patrika 
hopes against hope that the N agpur Congtess will 
revise the programme, which. interpreted, means, 
.. express academic approval of- the non-eo-oper&-' 
tion prinoiple and refrain from carrying it into 
aotual practice." ~ It realises that at N agpur the 
majarity will be on Mr. Gandhi's side. but. it 
pleads that even a majority ought to defer in such 
a matter to the opinion of the " influential minori­
"y" consisting of Nationalist leaders in all the 
provinces. Tbe Servant makes very oaustic re­
marks about the Patrik4'8 unwavering ,support. of 
the non-oo-operatlon principle joined to stern COIl" . 

demnation of every conceivable mode of practising 
it, and mskes the just remark about its pres. of 
.. influential minority" that it " is· the age-old cry 
of autocracy. It is the modernised variant of 

.• I am the State:" Nation&lism is truly in a very 
sorry plight. 

eUTMseVT 
_ malt -me, wltII YOllr _me aDd addreu, to 

G_ Lllck Co,. Be ...... City. 
I will mas 1'''''' por V. P. P., one C:OSSI SILK SUIT leng ... 

for Its. 11 only. These pieoea an eooDomioaI, hard weD 
and bandeome eV81' made.. . -

__ Teat them any way you pleaae-Wh, not give it a tria! , 
if ame •••• uu ............... u" ............. un ........... _.u .......... .. 

Addreu ................................................................. . 

THE ROSINESS REVIEW, 
A high olasa monthly ma.gazine devoted to t.he diseussiba. 

of all iopics of praCtioal interest8. It. is invaluable to..alJ 
businessmen, publicists. Btudents 01 Economics and all othera 
interested in the material progress of India. 

Amlao' Sab"".lptlon .. 3. 
8&1111>1. 001>1' free OIl applicalion. 
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ehari &teO. . Post Bo:r: S81, MADRAS •. 
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A New Liberal Weekly. 
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t Udits and Gentlemelt. _ + 
+ Blll'e you evei' heard of tile world .. renowned ".detma" t 
i iIlBtrtfn;ent j the .re6~fef of lost V,ision, the .deaf maD'S 1 
T best fnend, tbe,ero.dicator of Catarrh, and the avowed I 

enemy of doctoring, drugging and probing? If not, i1lllt 1 
,.drop .. p;ost card to 11.' ,and obtain, fr .. ana for ""tAiNg' Y 

our 100 page ilIu8lrated Booklet called Prof. Wilson's "1 
Teatis9 on .. m......... n .. ill tell you all aboui tbi. I 
wonderful Messiab. of the age. 

Thousands bave been sold in Indi", and people 
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