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TOPICS OF THE WEEK.

So after all England has not been able to avert
the coal-miners’ strike which began on QOctéber 18
and the country is thus faced with a serious situa-
tion, None of the alternatives propossd by Gov-
ernment succesded in satisfying the miners,
though soms of their most prominent leaders seem-

sd to tavour the Government's offer fo refer their-

claim for increased wages to an imparkial tribunal
and abide by its decision. In view of the scant
gourtesy shown by the GQovernment in similar oir-
cumestances to the recommendations of the majo-
fity report of the Sankey Commission, the miners
wore perhaps justified in their attitude of distrust

of ministerial pledges, The . offer to admit the

miners’ claim on condition that the preseat low

production was raised to the figure of the early
part of the year was also refused. We are far
from suggesting or implying that the strike was
precipitated as a result of the want of the spirit of
compromiss on the part of the miners. Indeed the

fact that they agreed to suspend strike noticss on

two oocasions proves their unwillingness to resert
to this extreme step. The net result however has
been that millions of people hava besn thrown out
of employment and will have to suffer all ths hard-
ships of the situation for & pretty long time, as a
determination is expressed to fight to ths bitter
and. Whather the other partners in the Triple
Alliance also j join In the {ray, it is yet too early to”
forecast. 4

2 B *

THE strike sifuation in Bombay still remains
unaltered, though over a month has elapsed sinoce
the first strike, viz. that of postal peons, began.
There have yet beon no visible signs of restless.
naess and the strikers seam to be proving themselves
possessed of remarkgble self-restraint, Aas for the
publie, i oontinues to auffer & good deal of inceon-
venience in consequence of the irregular reseipt

of its mails, all the eforts of the postal authorities
to the gontrary notwithstanding. This extraordi-
nary situation sanmot last long and the Govern-
ment must sooner or later do ssmathing to meet
the demands of the strikers, Even supposing that
the present improvised arrangements continue for
an indefinite period, the Government can ill afford
to add to the existing volume of unrest and dis-
content by letting the grievances of this elass of
useful public servants remain unzemadied Itisa
pity they have allowed things to take their own
oourse so long. The gasworkers’ and the tram=-
waymen's strikes also continu.. If indications-
are to be trusted, the former might come to a close
any day ; as for the latter, the contagion has now
spread even fo inspectors and ifs end does nof
¥ot seem to be in sight. .

* * * .

THE Stores Purchase Committee enjoins on
the . Government the need of Swadeshi in the
maiter of parchase of stores required for its use.
So far back as 1906 an identical recommendation
bad been made by & similar committes; but
evidently very little was done to give practical -
effect to it. We hope the present committee’s re-

-commendation that “ all stores required for the

publio service shall bs obtained in India whenever
they are procurable in the looal market, of
suitable quality and reasonable price, prefer-
enca being given to articles of Iadian origin,”
will be accepted not only in theory but also in
practice. This will neeessitate the employment,
at an estimated cost.of a little ovsr fourtesr lacs

~and a half of rupees & year, of s highly trained

staff to do the work of purchase and inspection of:
stores ; and perhaps to start with, it might be neces-
sary in a few oases to avail ourseives of the help:
of foreign experts. Bat this should be only for a
time, the general policy being that * whenever
suitably quslified men can be obtained in India to.
fill vacancies, preference shall be given to stata-
tory natives of India.” - The inspection branch,
especially of the Indian Stores Department, can do
a good deal to help on India’s industrial develop-
ment by not ounly pointing oub to suppliers the
defects in their manufactures, but indicating ¢o
them the directions in whmh their quality could
be ungraved
N * * ll .

-THE primary school teachers have a good ease
in snpport of thair demand for a starting salary of
Rs. 30. Their present acale of pay was settledat s
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time when the 008t of §§v1ng was notas high as it
is to-d&y;and &he ‘soiall war_ sllowance sanctioned
for them could hardly be said to cover the addi+
tional cbst entailed by the rise in prices, When the.
students at the Government Training Colleges, who
are men without families, are given a scholarship
of as much as Bs. 15 and when a revenue olerk with
an idenfioal educational eguipment starts with a
much better salary, it- is unfair to the primary
-school master to expect that he should remain con-
tont with & salary which in thess days is hardly
.sufficient {o keep hiz body and soul together. The
nature of the work with which he is entrusted is
admittedly of a responsible character and nothing
should be spared fo keep him in an efficient stats,
* * * —
A DETAILED medical examination of students
in &ll the cclieges affiliated to itself is the leading
feature of the Caleutta University’'s welfare scheme
for students. The object of the schemae iz to collect
dats for forming & reliable estimate of the state of
general health of the studeni communiiy so that
measures might be devised for its improvement.
The scheme came into effect in July last and the
examination carried out so far has brought out the
serious fact that more than 50 p. c. of the students
suffer from some sort of eye trouble; while the
percentage of defectives is as highas 70. With a
view, therefors, to ramedy this dizquisting state of
things, the University is now confemplating the
* establishment in the near future of an eye, ear and
dental clinics where fres medical advice will be
given, faulty teeth soraped, glasses supplied at
oost prioo or even free of chairge in case of indigent
-gtudents and other defects attended to. If the
other Universities follow -the lead given by Cal-
cutta, an appreciable improvement in the health
of students might be expected in the near future.
* -+ »

THE Bombay Government’s resclution review-
ing the reports on the administration of local
boards in the presidenoy for 1918-19 disclozes one
or two noteworthy facts. The policy of replacing
offioial presidents of district boards by non-officials
was initiated about four years ago ; but while publie
testimony is borne to the satisfactory character
of the duties discharged by non-official presidents
and vice-presidents, no more than three such ap-
pointments were made during the year in the
presidenoy and so far as Sind was oconcerned, the
matter did not advance beyond the consideration
stage. This seems to be surprising, in view of the
" Government's much adveriised anxiety to push on
the polioy of the expansion of the rights of loocal
bodiea, Lack of properly qualified persons to

uvndertake the duties of presidents ¢of these boards
oannot be seriously brought forward as a justifica«
tion for the Governmoent’s failure to take bolden
stops in the matter; for in Madras the experiment-
has been tried on a large scale with the result
that over & half of their boards at present enjoy
. the privilege of having non-official preaidents. Even |
jn respeot of appointing non-official presidenis to

-~

Taluks boards, very little progress seems to have ‘
beon mads in Bsxnbay, but it iy some consolation to
nofe that at the close of the yoar more than half
of themhad non-officials as their vice-presidents.
It is to be hoped thaf the next report will ba abls

to resord better results.
L * »

THE reasoning by which My, Gandhi supporte
the withdrawal of children from schools naturally
eompels the interrogation as to why the railways
and the post and the telegraph are not to be boy- .
ootted equally with the schools. If no benefit of any
kind is to be received at the hands of Government,
one must be tabooed as well as the other. If Mr.
Gandhi had answered with Pandit Nehru that it
was & question of what was feasible and what was
not, one could understand his position, though few
would be ready to sacrifice children's education
with Mr. Gandhi’s nonchalance. Education’
should be not the firet, but the very last thing to
sacrifice in our struggle with Government. Mr.
Gandhi, however, did not put the matter on the

| ground of practicability, but advanced the ourious ;

plea in defence of his use of the Government's |
railways that he regarded them as the nation’s
property. Such quibbling one would hardly ex-
pect from Mr. Gandhi. Railways are no more the |
nation’s property than schools, and if the former -
could be used withont doing violence to one's !

eonscience, so also the latter, :
. » * # P

SOME persons seek to defend the boyeott of
schools, which is the least defensible item in the
non-co-operation programme, on the ground that
they are anti-national. That plea, however, is
wholly without substance; for with the passing of
the educsation deparfment under the control of the .
ministars, the education system becomes nationsl. 33
National education is variously defined, but the
definition embodied in the. resolution of the Cal- -
cutta Congress of 15067is perhaps the most autho- ; -
ritative and likely {0 be most acceptable, Ac¢oord.?
ing to it, education, to be national, should be* suit-
ed to the requirements of the country, on national :
lines; and under national control.” If will certain- -
ly come under national control when its direction ;
is transferred to the Indian miniaters, responsi- i
ble to popular legislatures, and it will only be ¥
a guestion of time as to when the national control f
will so change its character as to suit the country’s ;
requirements and be on national lines. What, '

- therefore, non-oo-ocperationists are now boycotting

is not non-national but national education, and ,
this boyeott is for that reason the least justifiable
We cannot help thinking that the lack of response -
to this item of the programme from the youth of §
.the oountry is due to the fact that they are nat
yet convinced that sacrifice of education is neces- g
sa1y or even desirable for the redemption of thej

country. - » -

THE National Congress of Ceylon has desided
upon boyocotting the new constitution. Opmko
a,mong the leaders would appear §o b still- d:ﬂde
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—the distinguished brothers, Mr. P, Ramanathan
and Sir P. Arunechalam are ranged on opposite
gides, the latter being for and the former against
the proposed boycott. Still there is, we bslieve, a
solidarity of feeling in its favour among the rank
and file, We are not sufficiently acquainted with
the local conditions to judge of the extent to which
the boycott will be carried into effect. But one
thing ig clear; even if thé demonsiration should
fail to move the British stalesmen to grant some--
thing of real power to the Ceylonese, tha latber
lose little by remaining aloof from the so-called
reforms. The case of Ceylon, it is clear, stands on
& very different footing from that of Indis, as will
ba sesn from the differing estimate in which the
Indian and Ceylonese sochemes of reform are held
in Labour circles (vide page 454). The Ceyloness
do not approve of the extensive non-scc-opsration
adopted in India, but restrict it merely to the boy-
osoft of ths new ocouncil. This has given the
- Hindu an opportunity to pick holes in Mr. Gan-
dhi's programme which is sc pervasive as likely
* to fall by its own weight” and to praise the Cey-
lonese for their practical wisdom in selecting a
restricted plan of non-co-operation. One would
think that the Hindu was sall in favour of the buy-
cott of councils in India and that its objection
was direoted against the other forms of non-co-
operation, while as a matter of fact Mr. Das’s plan,
to which the editor of the Hindu gave his support,

differed from Mr. Gandhi's chiefly in thaf it ex-’
cluded the boyoott of eouncils, while Mr. Gandhi’s
plan included it

] » o

OUR readers will remember the deep offence -
which we gave to the aditor of the Hindu by our
description of his policy on the question of the re-
forms scheme as one of rejection, pure and simple:
they will recall how eagerly his papsr disowned
that policy and, In its anxiety not to be mistaken
for a rejeationist, it laid down the theory that
India must gratefully mocept whatover reforms
were granted to her. Thus for a Jong tima thoss
who had declared that the scheme gould not sven
form the basis of discussion, yet maintained that
they were as far apart in their attituds to the pro-
posals of reform as poseible from those who wera
pledged to reject them ¢a fofc. Now, however, pub-
lic feeling has swung round to the side of rejsetion,
and those who were at first for that policy but had
executed a volle fuce in order that they might
be in accord with the prevailing sentiment havse
made bold to avow their orginal intention. Thus
‘wa find Mr. Satyamurti proclaiming that the
Madras Nationaliéts, including the Hindu's editor
waere originally for boyootting the new reforms
" and had issusd B manifesto in that sense, and we
find Mr. George Joseph saying that they were
for total rejection—the uply word which the Findyu
was careful to avoid as sin itself. In the matter
of utilising the reforms, toco, Mr. Kasturiranga
Aiyengar has alternately favoured the two methods
of working the constitution with a view to giving

#*

it a  fajr chanos and wrecking it, The Na-
tionalists have by turn assumed every cozmgivable’

" posi ion in regard to the reforms.

* * &

THE adoption of non-co-operation naturally
rules out the metheod till now followed by the Con-
gress organizations, viz. that of making represen-
tations to Government for the redress of grievances.
The Mahkajan Sabha of Madras is thus engaged in
considering whether,.as a body affiliated to the
Congrass, it should not remove this from. its ob-
jeots altogether. It has not yet settled the ques-
‘tion, but the Deccan Nationalists, though they
have deoided to abstain from the edumncils, still
think that they are free to represent maiters to:

Government. Only the other day Mr, Kelkar led -

& deputation of the primary school teachers to the’
Education Member of the Bombay Government,
and bogged for an increase in their salary. Wa can-
not understand how Mr Xelkar reconciles the
two things. He has no objection to stand ss a
suppliant before Government, bui boycotfs the
counoil where he oould raise the question as a
matter of right and, with the support of the majo-
rity, direct the Government’s educational policy.
Porhaps he thinks that non.co-cperation forbids
the exercise of rights, but allows the use of pure

mendicant methods!
*

THEexplanation, now offered by Mr. J éjwaha'r;
ial Nehru, Scoretary of the Swaraj Sabha, of the
ciroumstances -in which Mr. Jinnah and others

* *

- elected to resign their membership of that body,

shows oconclusively that even on technical grounds

which if they were of the strongest, would mnot
justify thiz extreme step, the ssceders had little
cause to feel aggrieved. No one can dispute the
right of the general bedy of members to change the

constitution of the Sabha at will. That the Sabha

had delegated this powar to the Central Council

does not divest the gemeral body of that power
which is inherent in it. The rule about three-

fourths majority applied to the Central Council,

but sinoe there was no rule prescribing a majority

of any particular size in the- case of the general

meeting of the Sabka, it must be held that a bars

majority of votes at the mesting was perfectly en-

titled to bring about changes in the constitution.

I4 this particular instance the majority was more

than two-thirds. But, asit now turns out, it was

at Mr. Jinnab's own instanoce, that the matter was

referred to the general body. In these circum-.

stances we are unable to see how Mr, Jinnah eould

raise any objection at all. As we have said above,

howaeaver, his secession from the Swaraj Sabha cquid

derive no justification even if, techniocally, he was
indisputably right and Mr. Gandhi indisputably

wrong. How light-heartedly some of those who

ware loudest in condemning a temporary absten-

tion of the Liberals from the Congress turn their

backs upon the Swaraj Sabha for good and all !

» * L]
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THE WILSON COLLEGE TROUBLE.

THE present trouble with regard to the compulsion

to attend the Bible.class at the Wilson College on

all students, whether Christian or not, is an imme-
diate by-productof the non-co-operation campaign,
because this eompﬁismn has been in vogue since
the foundation of the College and except for occa-
sional murmurings and light-hearted remarks
had not previousty led to any trouble. The eleotri-
fication of the political atmosphere has caused a
spatk even in the non-conducting material of a
College—and the students now think that they
ought to protest against this practice and getit
aéogpe& as soon as possible. Meetings of students
and their sympathisers were held, and a deputa-
tion waited onthe Prineipal who said that religious

instruction was one of the essential objscts for-

‘which the College was founded, that it compelled
no student to join it and that those who did join
it knew the conditions of their admission: Later
on the Principal gave nine of the leaders of the
students and the guardians of three girl students to

- underitand thet they would not be admitted to the

College next term. An outery has been raised

against this order of “rustication” though it can be '
hardly so called as the students will be given a
leaving certificate and allowed to join any other”

College without prejudice. Wsa do not know  if
there is anything at the back of this movement
and shall deal with it only in its public aspects.
It must be admitted that the-position of the
Wilson College authorities cannot be legally chal-

Ienged. The students knew of this compulsion

when they joined the College : it is not & new.con-
dition imposed on them since last June.
must therefore be taken to have .-tacitly acquie-
sced in the practice.
taking up & new line. Again, the College authori-
‘ties are technically right in determining what stu-
dents they will admit into the College oraven
allow to continue as members of the College. If
the authorities of any College are dissatisfied with
the conduct of apy student, but not so dissatisfied
with it as to take the far more rigorous step of

rastication against which an appeal may lie to the

syndicate, they habitually get rid of him in this
gilent way. If the student does not lose a year by
this dismissal, he cannot ask the university or any
other authority to force the College to keep him.

Again the College has beon recognised by the Uni~

versity for its various examinations on & conside-
-ration of the provision it makas for teaching the
prescribed courses, of the general tone and charac-
ter of the College, of its buildings, hostels, labora-
tories, liabraries, &o. The Upiversity is absolutely
" indifferent to the other special conditions of
College discipline, and certaiuly oannot ask the
Collegs to change one of its long-standing !prac--
tices on pain of disaffiliation,

There is also this to be said in fairness to the
College. The missionary body which maintaians it
does s0 perhaps not from the secular motive of

They

It is the students who are

spreading English collegiate eduoation, buf

beécauss it wishes to advance the cause of ite faith™

by giving instiuction to the students in Chrislian
scriptures. Thepeople of Sootland who contribute
funds to the mission may very well say that they

will cease to do so if this practice is given up.  One

may reason with them about the sfficacy or othar-

‘wise of sompulsory attendance of unwilling and

even hostile hearers gt these scripture lessons and
ask whether it is not more likely to turn the stu-
dents against Christianity. But if they chooss to
take up the attitude that they have done, they can-
not be said to be legally wrong.

While admitting the technical justice of
their position, we do mnof, however, think that
the Collsge authorifies have "‘done wsil to insist
upon their rights. They would have done better
to have given up a position which is difficult to
sustain from a wider point of view. The world is
now gradually being convinced that compulsory
religious instruction is not desirable aod is in-
efficacions in its purpese. If that is the spirit of
the times, the world in general will be still more
stongly against compulsory aftendance at lessons
in & religion in which the hearers do not believe.

| It would have been a more tenable position to

refuse admission to all non-Christians to the
College. THen it would have been a mers Chris-
tian seminary in which secular subjects are subsi-
diary. Further if the College yields on this point
of compulsion, even this very tolerance shown by

i the autherltles would have done more to consoli-

date the College position in an indirect manner.
Can then nothing be done to relieve the stu-
dents of what they have now begun to think is a
great hardship? They have of course the theoreti-
cal remedy of leaving the College and joining
some other. But this is easier said than done.
There are only thres arts colleges in Bombay and
they are all very erowded. If ssven or eight hun-
dred students of the Wilsop Collega suddenly
wish to join another college, there js no room
for them in the other two Bombay colleges, though
the Elphinstone College can perhaps take a hun-
dred or two hundred mors. Possibly rcom may

also be found for them with more or less difficulty -

in the moffusil colieges but that would be sasking

' many of the studentsto migrate from their homes.

The real difficulty of the situation is the virtual
monopoly that the College now enioys. Even if
enough funds ocan be procured for starting anothsr
college, it would take about. four or five years to
bring it into being and the question of a site is
not so easy {o solve in Bombhay. Govsrnment have
announced their intention of starting the Sir
Mahammad Yusuf College in Salsette for which
funds have been provided; but nothing seoms to
have been done in the matter yst.

We think that this question of a conscience
olause as a condition of grant-in-sid to institutions
which are not purely sectarian is sure to arise
early in the new Councils and they will prob-
ably pass 8 resclution insisting on such a clause

-
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in the grant-in-aid code. In single-school areas
‘and in cases where the institutions enjoy a virfual
monopoly, the code can very rightly insist that
every student should be at liberiy to faks this
religions teaching or not. This question was ¢ill
recently not so pressing in our Presideney as it is
in Madras where the number of missionary insti-
tutions is much larger. The Hon. Mr Sastri rais-
ed this question two years ago and only rscently
it was debated in the Madras Legislative Counoil
where it was decided in the negative. But in the
" counoils under the new régime, if is likely to have
8 different fate. Government will probably insist
-on it under the eondiftions of & real or wirtual
monepoly for & missionary institution. I¢ is of
course possible that if such a condition is insisted
on, the Wilson College may decide to forego ths
grant sltogether or sven close its doors. The lat-
ter would be a very unfortunate decision if taken.
The former would practically tend to the same
result. For the Coiiege now gets & considerabla
grant from Government and if this grant is to be
foregone and the number of students is also sud-

denly diminished to a very great extent, it will -

not be able to maintain itself for many years
Already weo are hearing complaints that the
British people do not now-a-days contribate so
generously to the mission funds as they did befora..
The expense of running an educational institution
bas largely increased owing to the prgvailing high
prioces everywhere. At present, we understand, the
mission pays for the services of its seven or eight
European professors; while the fees and the grant
cover the salaries of the Indian staff and other
expensea. With diminished numbers, the expenses
of the staff and other requirements do not diminish
in the same proportion, and the College_is likely
“to be in & state of insolvemcy very soon if the
grant also goes. We do not wish to see extin-
guished an institution which has done such valu~
able work in the cause of the higher eduoation of
Indians for pearly thres guarters of a century,
and we think that it will be an aot of sound siates-
manship on the part of the College If it yields to
this demand of liberty of sonscience. We do hope
that no spurions ideas of prestige will weigh with
the authorities and that they will look at the
matter from the standpoint of that liberalism of
whioh many of the British professors of the Wil
-son College have recently given such signal proof
by signing the manifesto against the Punjab etro-
oities and risking great unpopularity among their
kith and kin in India. .

HINDU LAW IN THE NEW ERA,
v
WHA?T then is the Hindu Law that the couris are
supposed to administer to Hindu litigants at pre-
sent? How far is it the Law as laid down by the
ancisnt Rishis of hoary antiquity, who are fondly
believed aven by many present-day University

*Previouk artiolen in this series apprared in ths issues of
. Beptember § and 23 and Ostober 7 and 14,

graduates to have had the heavenly gift of trans-
osndental vision, and for which special qualifica-
tion their teachings are regarded as direct com-
mandments emanating slmost from the Almighty ?
It is not our purpose here to question this fond be-.
lisf, nor to examins the grounds on which such a
belief is supposed to rest. - But surely one may be

pardoned for enquiring how far those teachings of

the inspired Rishis'are at present current coin in
our Courts of Law, and whether we are not paying
all that undue homsage to spurious principles sub-
stituted in course of time in the place once occu-
pied by those Rishis' teachings.

Further, one may as well ask the gquestion as
to how long this gift of {ranscendenial vision was
available to our ancestors, aud from what pericd it
ceased to be available ? One may grant that sub- .
lime vision to the Rishis who visualised the four
Vedas, or at the most to their successor the greas
Mann who composed his immortal Smriti in about
800 B, C, but to postulate the same vision fo all
the writers that flourished from that time onwards
until the advent of the English in India is indeed
a tall order. And if the advent of the Epglish on”
the soil of India had such a miraculous effect on
the Rishis of India as to deprive them of their
transcendental vision, Indiens should have one

‘more serious grievance against the British and it

would be of such a magnituds that i may very
safely be added to the list of those grievances that
call for absolute non-co-operation! To save us
from such reductio ad absurdum, wé must be pre-
_pared to limit the transcendental vzswu only to
Vedic Rishis and Manu. -

' Even Ysjnavalkya who composed his Smriti
af about 350 A. D. and his great commentator who
wrote his great ocommentary, the Mitakshara,
about 1150 A: D. must, if the above limitation is to
be accepted, be deemed to be only highly learned
individuals, no doubt entitled to respest, but not 50
absoluts blind acceptancs at our hands, -

And yet what is the actual state of things that
we find in our Law Courta? One would think
that anything that is to be found in Sanskrit verse
in any book professing to ba a law-book is looked
upon as possessing not only as mueh authority as

'_ is ascribed to the Vedas and to Manu Smriti, but

in many instances is deemed to possess an influ.
enge strong encugh to override the express com-

| mandments of the Vedas and the Manw Smritil

Thus the result is thatthers is the -utmost chaos.
the moat perfect uncertainty as to what points are
or are not to be considered as binding upon present-
day Hindus, and yet the Hindus themselves are so

] much ‘enamoured of this glorious (!} uncertainty

that any attempis made by present-day Hindus to
evolve some harmony out of this chaos is looked
upon as downright violation of the transcendental
wisdom of the great ancient Rishis!

To take only one instance, let us take the
great Manu Smriti, and let vs see how much of it
is current ooin at prasent in our Law Courts.
Roughly that Smriti contains about 2700 verses
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divided into twelve chapters and professes to con-

‘tain the law upon all matters relating to every day

life and activities of the Hindus, and yet at pre-

sent almost the whole of if, excepting about three

hundred verses, have been thrown on the sorap- |
‘heap as utterly useless from the standpoint of

ourrent litigation in the Law Courts. The case of

the Vedas is perhaps still worse in this respect. The.

preseat Hindu Law concerns 1tseif only with the

-three mattors that relate to the personal law of the |

‘Hindus, viz., marriage, adoptien and succession.

‘The verses dealing with adoption in the Manu.-
.Bmriti are not mora than about half a dozen, and

these also go no further than merely giving a de-

finition of an adopted son and declaring that such

son can inherit to his adoptive father., Thus the

present law of a'doptio‘n that extends over a hun--
dred closely printed pages in any standard work

on Hindu Law at present ia absolutely non-exiat.

ent in the Manu Smriti, nor in the Vedas. Even
the later Yajnavalkya Smriti treats of adoption

with equally scant courtesy, as would be evident

from the fact that out of 334 verses that comprise
that Smriti, only one verse mentions an adopted

son while all the rest deal with other matters.

" As regards marriage and succession also, the
parts dealing with these subjects in the Vedas and
thesa Smritis are & very small fraciion of the whole
“work, the various developments to be found in mo-
dern English Hindu Law books being the creafion
of the brain of British Judges and lawyers and]yet
all this heterogenous mass of law has to be guiet-
ly swallowed by - present-day Hindus in the com-
fortable delusion that they are religiously and
sorupulously being governed by the ancient and

sacrosanot laws laid down from times immemo.
rial by hoary sages possessing tranacendental
vision!

The fact is that the British Goverament could
no mors succeed in stopping the development of
the Hindu Law than Canute could succeed in
stopping the tidal wave of tha sea. F'rom the times
of the Vedas onwards, until the advent of the Bri-
tish on the s0il of India, the Hindu Law wasnot a
fixed and inert mass of rules unchangeable as the
Laws of the Medes and Persians. Each succeed-
ing generation had to face new problems and diffi-
culties and accordingly learned men used to for-
mulaie suiteble laws by new interpretations of old

" texts and even by actual suspension sn& cancella»
tion of those texts. Thué arose all the various
Sanskrit Law books from the pens of jurists and
ocommaentators from time to time, and the new laws
or rather new interpretations formulatéd by them
used to be accepted by the people at 'ia’rEQ in pro-
portion to whether such interpretations were ap-

.proved or disapproved by the commeonsense of the
community at that time. Thua from time to time
disused dootrines, or doctrines inoconsistent with
ourrent feelings, used to be cast away and new
ones consopant with current sentlmeats used to
bb substituted. This process was going on un-
ohecked from genamtion to generaiion, thersby

' along the line.

clearly demonstrating the truth thatlawisa living’
organism that develops from day to day. :

But the British Government fancied they'
could put a stop to this growth of law by a legal
enactment prohibiting such growth. JIa this at-.
- tempt they have, however, signally failed as they
were bound fo. They could not stop the growth of
the law in its various departments and had there-
fore to recognise such growth by themseives enaot-
ing new and suitable laws in the form of codes and
acts. But this recognition they have hitherto Btu-
diouely denied to Hindus and Mahomedans in’
matters that vitally concerned them most, viz.,
marriage, adoption and succession. And this has’
been s0, in spite of repeated requests on the part of
thoughtful Hindus to ‘recognise the existenece of
the growth and make amendments in the law (rom
time to time.

But this stern refusal has had -very disastrous
consequences for the Hindus, ‘The biological truth
of the impossibility of the stoppage of growth:
of a living orgauism could not certainly be set atﬁ
nought with impunity even by the British Govern-|
ment. Theé normal growth upwards having been!

{ -obstructed by peremptory legislation, the organism,

put forward lateral shoots and blossomed in un-
fortunate dirsctions. As the gardnershut his eyes:

- anid pretended to beliove that there were no new]
-shoots, he'did not’ take care to prune them and

tend them into proper directions, sc as to give the;
organism & pleasing and healthy shape. There-
wasg no gerious planning and thought given by~
anybody to these new shoots, and the resuit has
been a growth unhealthy and awkward, unpleazant
to ‘the eye as well as unga.mly in shape.

“Whereas in pre-British psriod new eomment33
tors and jurists eonsulted with each other in t.akmg?
oare of the growth and pruning the new shoots 80~
as to render the whole structure useful and pleas-.
ing, and bring it into comformity with the general;
‘faelings and opinions of ¢the Hindus, the Bntxsh‘
judges and pleaders never carad to see whether'
the growth which they were bringing into exist-
enoe by their guibbling and their hair-splitting’
logit was or was not conduoive to the general wel-
fare of the Hindu community. The lawyer's sole
idea in arguing a case was to win victory for his
olient and Bakshis for himself, and he never oasred
whether the line he was taking in his argument
was warranted by the general spirit of the Hindu

‘Law or whether it was grossly opposed to that spi~

rit. Indeed instances are not wanting when law-
yors unblushingly advanced theories and sargu-
ments without in the least minding fhe general
welfare of the Hindu community.

The result has been entirely disastrous all
‘The only oasgis in the arid deserf
is supplied by some of the broadminded European
judges in the High Courts and the Privy Councily
who strove hard to impart their gensrous ideas of
running to the succour of the weak and éewn-tre-
dden intc the uncharitable precspts of the olq
Hindo Law. It is to such mnoble souls that the
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Thelpless Hindu widows, to cite only one izzstanés,

- owa their right to obiain maintenance from their’

" husband’s people even though they may be residing
with their.own parents. The Hindu pleaders were
' ..quite véhement in contending that a Hindu woman

under the Hindu Law being perpetually dependent, |

it would be quite alien to tha spirit of Hindu Law
to concede full liberty to a Hindu widow to live
wherevar she pleased and yeitocobtain maintenanes
‘from her husband's people. But the European
judges, trus to their instincts, overruled these con-
tentions (though they were unquestionably in con-
. sonance with the spirit of Eindu Law) and boldiy
declared that a widow would be given perfect
-1iberty to select her own place of residence and
- obtain her maintenangs money thers, so long as
.she was living an honest and ohaste life. '
But except for such stray bright gleams in-
-terspersed here and there, the growth of Hindu
.Law duriog the last century since the advent of
the British has bsen very unfortunate, to say the
ieast. 'Well may Dr. Gour, the eminent author of

the latest work on Hindu Law, exclaim with'

~despair: “There is no hope for the Hindus, unless
-& now Avatar rises to simplify their religion and
codify their laws ™ .

In our subsequent articles we shall consider
‘whether and how far this necessary business could
+be undertaken by the new lsgislative councils in
£he coming era. -
- - LEX.

NON-CO-OPERATION AND MR. GANDHL
IT is to be hoped that British statesmen and Bri-
tish publicists, of whatever political persuasion,
~will appreciate, in its true perspective, the deplo-
reble situation which has arisen in India and
-which has resulted in the adoption of Mr. Gandhi’s
"“non-co-operation” programmé by a majority of
the delegates who votad on it at the special session
-of the Indian National Congress recentiy held at
Caleutts. Some are apt to exaggerate the gravity
of the eituation, in order to justify a policy of severe
-repression—a polioy which would never allay but
-would assuredly aggravate the situation, Others
may be inclined to belittle its significance, so that
.no serious notioe be taken of the underlying oauses
which have gradually brought it about. While
the latier would leok upon the present state of
~things in India a8 a mere passing phase of Indian
-agitation which is bound to fizzle out in oourse
of time, the former would acoount for it solely as
the result of the pernicious activity of Indian Ex-
tremists, who deserve to be repressed and suppress-

-ad with a high hand. Either will be a mistaken
wiew. )

. Mr. Gandhi is not an Extremist in the sense in
which that term is generally applied and under-
stood in Indian politios, Indian Extremists, right-
1y viewed, are Indian patriots in an angry mood,
“That mood necessarily postulates absence of ¢ool-
‘headedness. Mr. Gandhi is nothing if not cool-
headed. He is an idealist, pure and simple—an
idealist with an unshakable faith in adamantine
**soul-foroe” as the only foree opposed to physical
_-foroe which can dompel the most powerful Gav-
-ernment, however stern and unbending, to yield to

the diotates of justios, a8 he conveives it. His
strength lisa in his transparent sincerity and

honesty of purpose and his unflinohing determina-
tion to practise what he preaches at all risks and at
all hazards. His weakness lies in the fallacy of his
supposition that the vast mass of the people can
be trusted to imbibe his doctrines of peaceful aloof-"
ness from Government without transgressing the
limits of law and order. Further, it lies'in the in-
herent impracticableness of his concrete propo- -
sals, notably the boycotting of the courts by law-
yers and of foreign goods by the publia generally,
and the withdrawing of boye and girls from sehools -
and colleges. . His proposal, which he puts in the

forefront of his programme, that the reformed
legislative -councils should be boyoctted, may

succeed for a while and to some extent in gertain

quarters. Bat the vast bulk of the thinking publie

in India is not going to be guided In this matter

by Mr. Gandhi's suicidal policy of not availing

themsealves of the opportunities which the Reform

Act throwa open to Indian talent and Indian capa- -
eity, to further the growth of Parliamentary ins-
titutions in India, to have control of the adminix-
trative machine from within and to wutilize it to
the best advantage for the welfare and uplift of
their own counirymen, 80 a8 to justify and secure
complete responsible government as rapidiy as
possible. Mr. Gandhi's programme ard - activity,
therefore, need not cause undue anxiety and ap-
prehension on the part of the authorities in India
and betray them into any indiscreet action of a
repressive character. - 1he -fact thai his pro-
grammaé has been endorsed by a majority vote of
those who were present at the time of the
voting at the special Congress—for more than half
of the registered delegates absented themselves
when the vote was taken—does not necessarily
mean that the people at large or even the bulk- of
those who voted in hiz favour are going to carry
out his programme., Mr. Gandhi himeeif has en-
unciated the doetrine that a resclution of the Coa-
gress is not binding upon anyone whose conseience
diatates that he should not abide by it. Many of the
Extramist leaders are opposed to his programms,
snd it does not seem likely thaf they will, in
spite of their own sonvictions, carry out that pro-
gramme. Basides, that programme is opposed to

the constitution of the Congress itself. , .. o

As for the Moderate Party or the National
Liberal Federation of India, as it has been  recent-
1¥ known, I can say with confidence that there is
not one among that vast body of the sober opinion
in the couniry who favours Mr. Gandhi’s move-
ment. Several of them have publicly pointed out
ite unwisdom and absurdity. -A capable writer in
an open letfer to Mr, Gandhi, published in the
Times of India, points out that his policy of non-
eo-operation is impraecticable and impossible of

' adoption, and observes: * Even for you it is im-.

possible to follow. Are you prepared to avoid ai
Goveroment concerns? You must cease to take
advantage of post and telegraph services, law
courts, and Government protection. You should
have nothing to do with the Government officers.
You should avoid Government coine and surrency
notes, and sc on and.so forth. Will all thoss who
advocate the policy of non-co-oparation cbservse it
striotly? Then it will be a blessing to many a
masn, because debtors of such creditors can die in
pesce. Is it not idle to imagine that (Government
oan be brought to its knees by the policy of non-
go-operation ¥

Thus there are many fastors militating against
the acceptance in practice of Mr. Gandhi’s pro-
grammae by the people at large. Nouseful purpuse
wiil, therefore, be served by exaggerating the im-
portance of the resolution passed by the Congress,

Lal
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- or imagining that something disastrous is going to
" “take place in the near future as the result of it

.. There is po doubt that it reveals a sulkiness
. which the Government can soarcely afford to dis-

-~ regérd. But the task of wise siatesmanship lies

> not-in iutensifying it by playing the agitator's
game, buf in diagnosing the real inwardness of
".‘thie outward manifestation; and in doing so, the
- ‘'question which "naturally svggests ~itself ia:
. ~What is it that bhas created such & ferment in
~Indis latterly as to have made it possible for
. an idealiat like Mr. Gdndhi to suceeed to  the
- extent that he has? - He first started his campalgn

of what he palled Safyzgraka as'a protest against
"that ill-advised measure known ag the Rowlatt
~Act, which was in excess of the necessities of the
. dage, going, as it did, in its drastic provisions
“even beyond the Irish Crimes Act, and which,
- although there was no urgency for it, the Govern-
. ment of India paseed in the teeth of unanimous

Indian non-official oppoesition toitin its Legislative

Couneil. It is sometimies urged by some of the

advocates of the messure that the opposition to it
meant nothing élse than sympathy with ssdition
. and apnarchism. Thatis an unjust asccusation
* pgainst & whole body of non-official : Indians,

nominnted as well as elected, in the Government of

‘India’s legislature. Apart from the intrinsic

_publiec.

and the failure of the Government of India.
to mete out adequate punishment to those Pun--
jab offiécials who ware guilty of exdesses, and. -
whose punishment was promised in the Cabi-

net’s desprich on the Hunfer Commitiee’s report :

-—all these have produced a general fesling of -

regentment among all sections of the Indian
Add to thess the grievances of Indians in
South Africa and East Africa, and the perpetua-
tion of their unfair freatment based on racial
grounds, and the tendency of the Goveroment of
India to provoke -even Moderate public opinion
sgainst it by its arbitrary and despotic action now
and again—and these, apart {rom the events in
Egypt and in Ireland, will explain the unfortus-
nate, but by no means unjustifiable, tension of
feelivrg which has been graduslly brought about
among generally all classes of the people in India
and it is this state of things upon which Gandhism
as well as Extremism work and thrive. And they
will continue to thrive so long as this state of

~ things is not radically remedied.

No radical remedy is perhaps possible unless.
& broad-minded statesman of the Canning-Eipon-
Hardinge type is sené out {o India to succeed Lord

- Chelmsford; and, further, unless the present Secra-

tary of State for India, whose splendid work,.
against heavy odds and amidst tremendous diffi-

" demerits of the measure, what provoked and ex- | culties, on behalf of India has won for him the

asperated Indian feeling against it was the manner

‘_in which it was passed by the Government of India,
.. betraying a spirit of riding rough-shod on Indian

public opinion, as though it was absoluteiy un-

worthy of considerate treatment. Mr. Gandhi ex-

“ploited public feeling.on the subject to propagate

his doetrine of “soul-foree.”’ - The soil was ready

- for the seed. ~ But he sowed the wind and reaped
- "the whirlwind. He.owned his mistake, however,
" and recoiled from it, but only when it was too Iate,
" Then camse the Khilafat agitation.

- grievance, found in this an excellent opportunity

_to enlist- Moslem opinion in faveur of his favourite .

panacea. It is idle to deny that Moslem feal-
" ing ip India has been embitiered by the way in
. which Turkey has been deslt with by the Allied
" Powers in the Peace Treaty.

.~body of thoughtful Indian however,

opinion,

" both Moslem and non-Moslem, which is fully alive

%6 the fact that the Goverament of India and the

" Secretary of State pressed the Indian- Moslem
- point of view with vigour and emphasis; and if the
“rasalt has not been 'in: accordance with Indian

" Moslem feeling in the matter, they cannot be held
" responsible for the ultimate deocision, and there is
" mno .justification for carrying on & campaign of
" hatred against the Government of India and in.
flaming popular opinion against it. If this were
the only handle avaiiable to those who are creat.
‘ing discontent in India, the agitation would have
" soon subsided. Buf unfortunately, there are other
“eireumstances which have given rise to a general
 feeling of indignation against the Government of

" India ahd the British Government. The foremost '

" among them is -the Punjab affair. - The attacks
“made on Mr. Montagu in the House of Commons
“and in a certain section of the. British Press in
. connection with the DPyer debate; the vote of the
House of Lords in favour of General Dyer; the
funds raised in England and by certain European

- jadies and gentlemen in India to present a purse
- to General ‘Dyer, and the considerable amount thus
" eoliected: the lavish praise bestowed by the

' British Csbinet on Sir Michasl O'Dwyer, whose |

iron rule ip the Punjab made the irom enter
.-into the soul of the people in that province

‘ _ Mr. Gandhi,
- “gver on the alert to take advaniage of any general.

There is a large

- ed.

esteem, regard and admiration of sll those wheo -
are not blinded by prejudice, is given an absolute-
1y free hand by the British Cabinet fo improve the
situation by pursuing a wise, courageocus, and
sympathetic poliey, and, in regard -fo the status.
and treatment of Indians in the Dominions and
Colonies, proposing a solution compatible with the
rightsz of Indians as King’s equal subiects, which
the British Cabinet should not hesitate to enforce
in any part of the British Commonwealth in fa-
vour of India, which is now a member in her own
right of the League of Natidns. Until an atmos-
phere of genuine goodwill, fellow-feeling, sympa-
thy and confidencs in British sense of fairness and
justice inregard {0 Indian aspirations and demand
is created, there is little hope, I fear, of a sul

.stantial improvement in the tons and mobod of

large section. of the Indian public

{(From tk
“Agiatic Review.”) :

N. M. SaAMARTH.
LONDON, . ’
September 16, 1820,

SELECTION.

MRE. BHURGRI'S VIEWS ON

NON-CO-OPERATION.
THE following letier was sent by Mr. Bhurgri to Seth .
Abdoolah Haroon, President of the Sind Khilafat Committ
to explain his attitude to the non-co-operation movement.

Dear Mr, Haji Abdullah—I am in receipt of your lstter o.
the 23rd instant. ' .

I am surprised and sorry to find that s¢ much misappre--
hension should exist respecting ths position of honest dissen-
tera from the policy of non-so-operation. This wonld not be
if thers were a clearer urderstanding of the real issues invelv-

I taks it that the case for mon-po-operation is thaé the
settlomont of the Khilafat question invelved in ths Turkish
peace treaty s a griavance of the Musalmans; that the Khilafat
being a gacred institution, it is the religions duty of all troe
Musalmans to endeavour to obtain a redress of that grievance;
that the grisvance can oniy be redressed by obtaining seif-gov-
ernment for India, to put the scheme at its lowest; and that
the only means to this end {s non-co-operation. '
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N ow; I am m'eaﬁarsd to gran& thaf. the Khﬂafaf. ina religh

~ Ofs qusstma, and that it ;g the duty of every iegal Eqsatmaa
R suppe;rt it. I algc agree that the best way to adazg.ga tha.t
- cenuss iz o oi)f;am Bgft(}ovsfns)eat for Ingia. Bat the ques-
tien stﬁl remains as to the.-ways and means of anhlevmg Sglf-
Government. I think thers ean be no doubt that this {s
pamly & spoutar and politieal quesison. In this view, the reli-
-ghons. siqmegs is, ‘thergfore, sltogether irratevant to the only
isane involved. The ond is  piear and undisputad, ‘aad that is

- Self quernment

. theang to that snd. This, I would again repeat, is entirely

* ~tioa for the purpose of orippling and paralygisg it.

'ztm-talsgmus in charaoter. On this aubjest every iadividual
- i8 entitled to his own optmon, inciudibg the dootors of he
- iaith, whose opiniona am hbwaver, eatitled to o greater

weight than the opinioas.of oeher przvate citizens. It is,
: t?gerefore, to my mind, pezfenﬂy anremnahlg, ahfa:r aaé futile

- toiintrodues religious considerations in a' zzzazter Whmh‘gzs‘N

purely secular. The goal of both non-co-operators aad tixgu‘
- opponsnts i3 indentical, It is SeifGoverameni for icﬂra Ty
.-is only the routes chosen by the two parties that are- diver-
gent,

‘Now the three main ways to this goal are ayen violence,
non-cG-operation and constitutional aglsation. Open violence
- has no partisans, rot even amo1g thos doctors of the faith
- who are prapared to hold that a ‘jshad’ is 4 justifiable weapon
with which to avenge or radress any injury fto the canse of
- religion. Tt is presumably discredited because it is regarded
- a8 impracticable, Then ocomes non-co-operation, of with-
- drsw&f of asgociation with the administration in every direc,
Now et
18 examine 'the merits and prospects f this yolmy a little
-Jmore closaly than is wout to be done.

I’hg sy stops of the non-oo-cperation poliey are the

- bo;cetk ‘of connoils, the boyeott of schools and the boyoott

[

« of foraign geods. First as to the boyeott of the souneils. This
~ sehoma will aeither work nor-pay. To. connt on #uch & couLsy
 i8 to reckon withiout your kést- For one man that avoids slee-

. tigp, there wil be several to-seak it. [t is idle to expect that

* ihe counsils . will remain empty. They will be filled somshow

: of a certainty; To know this needs but 2 small knowledge ‘of
. buman nature: However, even if this policy did work to &
‘certain-extent, iv would assuredly not pay- It would keaP
away precisely the most ficted and most useful, and put in

- their places not only the leakt deserving and least serviceable,

ibut most mischievous and most dingercus, Wonld shig he a -

service or a disservica to the evonatry ? Would this nat frustrate
" instéad of furthering, thé one great common national “purpose
" of Belt-Government? Would hot the very “sucosess™ of the
~council boyoott be the greatest failure? The bureauc:a.ey
woul& only stand to gain by the support of those who would
: be only too ready to play into their bands. I guite sgree that
. the effect of such a-schume would be to cripple and psaralyse.
- But the party so afieoted would be, not the Government bat
tha peopie thomselves,

" Next as to the boyootting of sochools. 1donot thisk any

" measurs could be more gratuitons and mischievous than this .,
It is absolutely unealied—{or, inasmuch as the people ars asked
to deprive themselvas of the benefit of what they pay for. zs
lt is_the iex-payers’ money that evantually supports ihe

: ‘sohools. The present system of education may be defective,
and greatly defsctive. Bus to say that it is wholly useless s

.~ certainly to say far too much, Tt mnist never be forgotton that

the very development in men and affairs that is our pride and

- our hope to-day is & producs of it. Fducation is she one great

-

naed of the country. It is the special need of the Muilim
- community, partioularly in Sind. The condition of the Muham-
madans in this Provines is an instractive object-lesson on the
.. GTAve drawbacks stiending an attitude of ® indifference or
. hostility to education. Oa svery side afforts are being made

*_to promote this grest sause as much as pogsible. Free and
- compuiSory education has been the cbject for which every

Indian patriot hes been ttﬁvsng, The Reforms have given the
. administration of edueation to the people’s représentatives as

‘.« & transferred snpbiect and h;va opensd up splendid cggortana

The only guestion is the ohoice of the |

ties for the grsatest prqgesss. A.zx& nsw the gaapie are. asm
inthe same beaath o gever thelr gonnection with the schoels,:
Ngoase is fakan that shete is or eill,be. immpdiste. and_ ade-
quatq provisiop for the education of the children so with-—
deawn. Thers are. naii.har in .¢ss¢ nor in, proximata posss:
‘ather saheola ssfﬁeasnt in nurmber and sasiafactory in. guality.
te meat the l‘ggﬁ;&p;% nis. A h};,g Aime must elapse beforp:
isrepor(y eqmm)gd schools are. fuilg avgilable without the sid,
of Goverament. -
The boysott of foreign goods ig n]su 2 most imgra.sheab}s
and prejudicial scheme. It will scarogly work at all, and, if
% doas, it will do more harm to tné:gqneas mdustry than to
foreign. ' Besides, thiz is ons of those matters which it, in
ea&viar to preach than to practise, Vory little heart-searching ,
will suffice to show how hollow arfé such professions whean
Brought to the test of sacrifice, I imagine the numbars of
those who are ready to close down their business, whieh
means profit, at the call of pnne:ple, which means loss, aro
fvezy few indsed. I would enly ask every advocate of non-
co-operanon to apply this test to himself to prove tha since-
pity and stremgth of his convictlons. I shall ba very much .
raistaken if the vass majnmy are not fonmd wanting when
sried In this balance. To oohe nearer home, I shall ?aegrssﬁy
surprised to hear that any merchent in Bind has closed bis
business in forsign goods.

The re.unciation of titles, odd honorary offices is a mat-
ter of oomparatively trivial imporiance, the sucoess or failure
of which is of 00 consequencé whatever. However, the fesble-
ness of the response in this small maiter is an Instructive
commentary on the prospecis of the bigger iterus of the pro
gramms,

I have been at some pains to show that the only qnaﬂtiea
before thie people i that course which ia most Hkely to pro-
mote the general caase of the country, My next position is:
shat th:s is 2 questicn wh:e& every individual must ask and
decxda for hmzsolf with all the smcar:;y and soarage that are
in him. 1 beg to dissent from the view thdt the mere aplnion
of a m,]oﬂty should override ‘the honest and dalibseate
epinion of ‘a considerable and enlightened minority in all
oldases, updor aB ozrcumanm and irrespective of all

- sonsiderations.
There are matters and ogcasions oo which every indivi-

dusl must think out for himself. This is fiok saly biﬁ
clear right but his plain duty. I do oot subscribs to the dost-
rine that a man's association with a body operates as a merger
of his whole individuality and the disposal of his mind and
soul &nd conscience. This is a doctrine that was boldly repu-
diated by the greatest of al] statesmen, Edmund Burke, in his
memorable address +0 his electors, who sought to place their
interests above the distases of his conscience and the welfare

of the country. I, $00, whils a member, and a loyal and zeal-
ous mawber, of the Congress, maks bold to voserve t¢ myself
-Tuy own liberty of conseiencs and to place its dictates above
the decision of thaf body. I am not the only ons who so thinks
and fesls. I am happy to think that, though in & minority, I
am in the best of company composed of the intellect and ex-
perience of the couniry. I feal forsified 'y the opinicn ofoneof
India's greatest sons whose reputation for wisdom, hones-- .
ty, patviotism and independence is above reproach, Pandis
Madan -Mohan Malaviya, who, thoughk a distinguished and
veteran membar of the Congress, dissents from this pelicy of
non-co-operation, and hias given open expression to his views
ofi the szbject in his recent speack at Caleutta, In thiz connec-
tibn, it is {dls to oite instances of men who have waived their
opposition to non-co operation in submissien to ths decision
of the Congress. I, with many others, feel that'they have fail-
ed in their duty in so doing. At any rase, their sction is the
result of their own judgment, and cannot be held up as an ¢x-
ample to others who think and fesl diffsrently.

Toany uons;derat:ens personal tb myself, T am perfectly
indifferent. My position’in the eonitry has been sufficiently
established. I was the first Musalman to enter the Cohgress
amidst %hs howls and curses of my so-religionists. For many
years T wax amopg the smell nimber of Musalmans  who
ta3k &otive part ip national'politios. I was the first Musalmn
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membsr of the Home Ruls League in Bind when that aswocia-
tion was despised and decried- I can, therefore, justly claim
0 be one of the poineers of my community in the domain of
politica. I bave slways held to my principles with honesty,
strength and oourage in spite of oriticism, slander, abuse, and
#ven perssoution. And I am happy to find that time and

progress have been my vindication. I have fought a long and |

stranucus battle with the bureaveracy on many an issue, Jam
‘wtill as ardext a Congressman and Home-Ruler as ever before.
If I disagres in a certain decision of the Congress, it is not
because I am disloyal, but because I honestly feel that that
.decision is prejudicial to the very interests that the Congress
espouses &nd the very purpose ths Congress has in view,
Those interests are tho interests of the Indian people and that
purpose is Self-Goverpment. Ifsel thaf the country’s cause
will best be served by the best men and ithe largest number
getting into the Councils, there to work out she policy of Self-
Government for India. I sincerely believe there is great scops
for good work in the new Councils, To take only one instance.
The Reforms have made over the management of educa-
tion to the people, This may be made the means of
achieving the éreatast result in the way of compulsory
education. This one measure, if it comes to pass through the
oo-operation of the people and their representatives, will be
worth infinitely more than all the sapposed good that non-co-
operation promises to achieve. It is only for this reason that
I am seeking election to the Council of State. My oxne inten-
tion and desire are to contribute my humble quota to the great
.wurk before the people. It is not from any petty purpose of
vanity or prestige that I am acting. My one and only motive
is service to the country. I am not enamoured of the Councils.
I buve shown that they are not the be-ali and end—all of my
existence. I was among the first to resign my seat on the
Provincial Council. Ib so'acting, I obeyed the call of my con-
acience, and not the will of party. I then thought that as the
Peace terms were under discussion, strong pressure from #he
#tusalmans might result in 2 better settlement. But now that
+ « Peace Treaty has been signed by Turkey, there is no hope
“ny revision in the mear future, whetber the Couuncils be

"+ ¢otted or not. It is therefore that I have decided to stand.

Yours sincerely,
&. M. BEURGRL
September 20.

TOPICS OF THE WEEE.

THE defence which Lieut-Col. Amery, Colonial
Under-Secretary, gave in the House of Commons
on August 11 of the proposed Ceylonese constitu-
tion was most disappointing. Even such ' a Con-
servative member as Mr. Bennett was foreed to
describe the constitution as a sham snd a camon-
flage. The Labour members who are not particular-
Iy enamoured of India's new Reform Act lament-
ed that, compared to the latter, the constitution
¢f Ceylon was ‘“a smaller measure, and a very
great deal smaller measurs, of self-government,”
and that it fell, ' in many material particulars™
*lamentably short” of the Indian scheme. Is
Ceyvlon, then, backward in comparison to India?
No;amemberwhokeenly regretted that the paternal
form of Government waa being too precipitately
discarded in Ceylon in favour of the representative
form, himself remarked from personsal knowledge
that Ceylon was " a great deal In front of India.”
In some respects this is true. 40 per cent. of -the
population are educated’; ‘' the glasses intermarry;
‘vou have not the much-maligned Brahman domi-
peering over the rest of the ocountry, and, in fact,
for political purpores Ceylon may fairly be des-
cribed 8s & bomogeneocus community.”

* * »

WHAT is the reason of this differentiation in 1
trealment between ‘India and Ceylon? The one

advanced by Lt.-Col. Amery is far from convinecing.
Ceylon, he observed, must not be compared with
an Indien province; it ie a central Government,
and the constitution proposed for Ceylon must be
compsared with that of the Indian Council of State.
This argumsent is fallacious, if not disingenuous.
Malta, like Ceylon, is a central Government, but
that did not deter the British Government from
conferring upon it, as Lt.-Col. Amery deolared with'
much pride, “ a very wide measure of responsible
government,” from giving “ to & population not of
British birth, in respect of all the more important

functions of governinent, full responsible govern-

ment by ministers eleoted by themselves.” Ta
Malta it is proposed to give “ practically all the
powers of an Australian State.”™ Is it seriously
urged that merely because Ceylon happens to be &

. separate Colony by itself, it is to be denied ali

power, and that no branch of the sdministration
is to be brought under popular control ?
* * #*

The Under-Secretary of State sought to make
out that the popular representatives would exercise
offective control over finances. There would be,
he said, a Finance Commitiee on which there.
would be only three official members as against,
the whole body of unofficial members, the recom-:
mendations of this commiites, however, being
subject to revision as a whole. He explained that.
the power of revision would be rarely exercised.
The reserve powers of the Governor also would be
“very rarely exercised.” Few would be inclined
to such a complacent view of the matter, and in the:
practical working of the scheme the Under-Secre-
tary's assurances would be of little avail. What,
again, will be the position of the three unofficial
members .of the executive council? Mr. Mae-
Callum Scott asked: * Ars they to hold pertfolios,
are they to be members of the Government, having
administrative duties, holding administrative
office " .This important question Lt.-Col. Amery
left unanswered, and in the absence of a clear
answer it must be assumed that unoficial membera.
of the executive couneil will not be in independent:
charge of any of the departments. Itisa consola-
tion to have given the assurance that the communal;
franchises are not permanent, that “when they
have served their purposs, possibly proportional re-.
presentation or something else which may secure
the same cbject may enable us to do away with
them.”

ST e T SRS R SR SRS
ladies and Gentlemen. ;

Have you ever heard of the world-renowned “Actina’
instrument ; the restorer of lost vision, the deaf man's

¥ best friend, the eradicator of Catarrh, and the avowed
enemy of doctoring, drogging and probing ? If not, just
drop a post card to us’,and obtain, free and for nothing:
our100 page illustratéd Booklet called Prof. Wilson's
Tentine on **Disesse’”. It will tell you sll about this
wonderful Messiahe of the age.

Thousands have beens sold in India, and poople
universslly acknowledge it to be & marvellons God-send
boon for all diseases of the Eye, Ear, Head and Throat.
It is priced at Re. 25-8 only, packing and postage

¢

. % obarges extra, but is worth ite weight in dismonds.

Wrifs to:r—Rel B. S. BHANDAR], M. A.
$ K Batals ( N. W. R+, A. P. By.)

T T
Notice to Contributors.
The Editor cannot undertake to return refected
Mss. or any other contributions senl to him,

~
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FISH MANURE AND HSH GUANO :
the cheapest az;d best forms of _gr‘ga,mc mai}ure s §
' Fuller particulars and quotations c?;m be obtained( ’ §
From— ﬁ ' - o g
INDIAN FERTILISERS Ltd, 4
- TRICHUR %
‘( Malbar @oast.) g
R

“SWARNA RATHN AKARAM”

A Specific Consumption, ' -

Asthma, Diabetes, Leprosy, Chronic Skin diseases, Nervous diseases, and diseases
-of the Liver, Lungs, Kidneys, and Generative Organs.. The price is Rs. 10-8-0 per
bottle. Numerocus Testimonials fo prove the efficacy. _ :

Manufactured by Pandit C. T. Arumugam Pillai who also undertakes to treat ail
«iseases of the Eye, left as hopeless by the Hospitals.

Apply to :—. Bkaskdr_ & Seons. ]eeﬁardks?:amiﬂba Pharmacy,

195, Mint St., Post Box 131, MADRAS.

‘Tole. Address:—" BHASKARAR, " MADRAS. _
AWARDED A FIRST CLASS CERTIFICATE BY THE SOUTH INDIA AYURVEDIC CONFERENCE AND EXHIBITION,

SIDDHA KALPA MAKARADHWAJA

THE WONDERFUL DISCOVERY IN THE MEDICAL WORLD. N

FOR ALL “ACUTE" AND “ CHRONIC ™ DISEASE.

Propared Sclentifically by Ayurveds Ratos Pandit N. V. Srirama Charlu, Ph. D. Sc. and Ayurveda
¥aidya N. Narasimhacharia, Retired Sub-Registrar. :
Thiu unparalisled and Ancient medicine is prepared in exact accordance with Aurvedio and Western Modern Principles

-cavefully tested and Standardised by sxpert analysis and found to be an nnrivalled Elixir for the general prolongatien of life,

and partioularly & guaranteed remedy for Nervous Debility, Skin Eruptious, Eosema, Vertigo, Loss of Nerve Powsr, Vigour,

Memory and Appetite, Depression of Bpirits, constant Mantal Misgivings, want of spirit and snergy. Melancholia, Rheuma-

tism, Gout, Paralysis, Insanity, Hyateria, Dropsy, Diabeates, Piles, Asthma, Consumption, Dyspepsial sll Uterine nomglamts. and
_all sarts of Urethral Discharges, Aocute or Chronio, of all kinds aad all men apd women' salimants, ato. This iz the only safe and
-geliable remedy for all diseases resulticg from youthful indiscrations and loss of Vitality, It imparts New life and Energy, by

inorsesing snd purifying the bloed. It containg such valuable ingredients as Siddha, Makradhwaja, Mukta Suvarna, Leba and

vegetable druga. Tbhis can be taken 2130 ug & tonic by every one of eisher sex, without any restriction of Diet Seascn or Climare
Complets Directiions are sens with the Phial one Phial of 60 pills (fora gomplete sure ) Price Rs. 10 {Ten) only. V. P. Extra

Apply to —THE MADRAS AYURVEDIC PHARMAEY,
#Telelegraphic Rddress"—“KALPAM,” MADRAS, - POST BOX No. I51 MADRAS.
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Peston’;‘eé P. li;ochdand Sons,

Seed Merchant Poona,
Bombay Presideacy,
-INDLA,

Nomination of Candidates.

Statement showing the names of candidates
for the Poona City Non-Mohamedan Urban Con-
stituency, who have been validly nominated, and
symbols allotted to each candidate under Regula-
tion 5 clause (1) part III of the Electoral Regula-
tions.

Symbol allotted

Berial Namse of the
No. candidate. to candidate.

1. Apte, Laxman Janardan, ... Horse,
2. Gupte, Vasudeo Rajaram. ... Tiger,
3. Khopkar, Vinayak Narayan. ... Elephant. -
4, Manurkar, Sidharam Anns. .- Sword.
5. Shinde, Vithal Ramji. ... Flag,
6. Sule, Raghunath Shripat. ... Cart,

Statement showing the names of _candidates
for the Poona District Non-Mohamedan Rural
Constituency, who have been validly nominated
and the colours allotted to candidate under Regu-
lation 5 Clause (1) part Il of the Electoral Regu-
lations.

Serial
No.

Name of the Colour allotted
candidate. ~. to candidate.

Deshmukh, Harjirao Janrao, ™. ... Black.
Godbole, Kashinatha Remchandra. White.

»

_n‘:\ﬁH

3. Gokhale, Laxrman Raghunath. ... Yellow.
4, Kalbher, Gangeji Mukundrao. ... Red.
5. Khedkar. Raghunath Vithal. ... Green.

~ W. F. HUDSON,
Collector & Returning officer,
‘ Poona.
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The following two books on trads ehd industries, by J. Li
Duveji, M. 4. v. P, are indispensible to every English-Enowine
Indian gentleman:— :

(1} Vyapar Mitra,—It oonsists of § parts contsining more
than 325 origlnal recipes for making marketable articles for
trade, such as Boap, Varnish, Polish Ink, Sealing Wex, Rubber

" Toys, Imitation Gold, Silver, Pear], Ruby, Coral ete., Cigaret-

tes, Matches, Carbon Papsr, Pocket Press, Buttons, Gilding
Powder, Hair Eiller, Hair Cils, Seent, Syrups, Essences, Medi-
cines, etc, ete. .Price Re. 1, V. P. As. 4,

" The book ** First Lessons in Photography " will be given
free to every purchaser of Vyapar Mitra.

(2} Trade Secrets or How to hecome healthy and weal-
thy.—This book consists of 10 parts of chapters, each deal-
ing with a series of articles on trade and industries, such
as perfumery, dairy farming, agrieulture, manures, ete. It
algo deals with cattls and human diseases with suitable pre-
scripticns for all of them. Besides, a collection of several
bundreds of other useful infermaticns and money-msking
secret formulas and processes have greatly increased the "use-
fulness of the book. Reduced prices Re.1, V. P. As. 4,

N. B.~—On aceount of the scarcity of pager, the next edi-
tion of these books is not sxpected soon. Hence to avoeid dis«

appointment send for them to-day. .
Address:—MANAGER,

THE WALXER PRESS,
MANIPURY, UL P

Dr. BAILUR'S MEDICINES,

HIVA-JWaAR., 7 A" " BALAGRAHA
Ague pills, ] ?EURN&
Price Ag. 8, Epileptic powdar,
Par bottle. Price Re. L.
L b A Por bottle,

Ask for our cafalogue for other medicines &
Particalars,
Libera! commission for Merchants,
7 ‘Dl‘- Ha Mt BgILUR’
Dispeneary, BELGAUM.

CUT. ME OUT

and mail ms, with vour name aod address, to
Jood Luck Co, Beparza City.

I will bring you, per V. P. P., one COSSI SILK SUIT lenath
for Rs. 12 6nly. These pieaes are economical, bard wear-
aod handsome ever made, L. ]

Test them any way you please-Why not give it 8 trial ¥
Name..cinivane e
AdAreBa...... .. oo sasaiinisnacacaenans oz enes

THE BUSINESS REVIEW.

A high class monchly magazize devoted to the discussion
of all topics of practical interesta. Itis _invalsabla to all
" businessmen, publicists, students of Economics and all others
interested in the material progress of India,
Annual Sabscription Rs 3.

Sampls copy free on application.
Best medium for advertisement,

For rates appiy:
Post Box 281, MADRAS.
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