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THE President of the Deooan Sabha, Sir 
Rormasji A. Wadya. has sent the following cable 
to the right hon. the Speaker of the Rouse of 
Commons in view of the debate on the Runter 
Report on the 10th instant: "Counoil. Deocan 
Sabha, Poona, beseeoh Parli~ment when oonsider
ing Hunter Oommittee's Report Punjab Disturb
ances to determine momentous issues therein rais
ed in strictest oonformity with British traditions 
for fair dealing and impartial justice. Indian 
publio has submitted its oase and looks to Parlia
ment to disoharge aaored duty as Indian's trustee 
Empire's hignest triJlunal. As true friends of 
British Rule. Council earnestly submit that, while 
other grave~t questions agitate public mind. pru
denoe and justice alike demand that iniquities 
and indignities unquestionably inflicted on pretext 
of rebellon should not only be oensured and oon. 
damned, but should reoeive thefullest punishment 
they merit. No regard for persons, however highly 

~ plaoed, can justify weak and unwise resolve or 
should prevent slrio~.t and sternest justioe to all 
oonoerned from highest to lowest." Copies of the 
cablegram have also been sent to the editor of the 
Westminster Gazette and to Mr. Polak. • • • 

The r8981'lion of Mr. Thompson to ths Chisf 
Seoretaryship oannot help the work of oon
ciliatlon into whioh 8ir Edward and Lady Mao
lagan have thrown themsel.,es and whioh has, by 
general testimony, been attended with muoh suo
cess. Mr. Thompson was not the unwilling 1;001 

of the polioy whioh he did not approve. In his 
offioial oapacity he was the main partioipant with 
the ruler oC evil name in an administration w hioh 
inflioted untold indignities and Bufferings 011 the 
people and ended in bloodshed of a kind whioh has 
shooked the mora! sense of the better part of the 

English pedi>le. He started oriminal prooeedings 
against the prineipillieaders of the Indian eom~ 
munity and from his plaoe in the Imperial Legis
lative Counoil defended the aotions of his Govern· 
ment with such oallousness and even virulenoe 
that it is impossible for him to regain. if ever he 
possessed it. the respeot or oonfidenoe of the people, 
The least that a Government whioh means to open 
a new page should do is to transfer from the 
service of the Punjab an offioial who, next only to 
Sir :Miohael O'Dwyer on the civil side, lums up i n 
his person a whole history or wrongs and mis
deeds. 

• • • 
THE English Indemnity Bill, to which a seoond 

reading was given by the House of Commons on 
:May 3, has an application to India., Clause 7 
gives power, by Order·in-Counoil, to extend the 
Aot to this oountry. The main objeot of this pro
posed exJ;ension is to p~ven:t any possible aotion 
being brought against the ~ Secretary of State for 
India in respeot of the action tabn by Govern
ment under the Defenoe of India Act, viz. the tak
ing over of the output of faotories, the restriotion 
of imports and the making of regulations for pub
lio safety. Section 32 of the Government of India 
Aot, 1915, preserVes to the individuals the power 
of suing the Seoretary of State, and although all 
these matters are provided for by legisla.tion, the 
Indemnity Bill is made applicable to India with a 
view to filliog up any possible lacuna. The Gov
elnment have also another obiect in bringiog India 
within the ambit of the provisions of this BilL 
The necessary indemnification in regard to the 
measures taken for the purpose of quelling the 
disturbances of April of last year is already afford. 
ed by the Indian Indemnity Aot. Still the powers 
taken under this Bill "re made applicable to India, 
as the Solicitor-General explained, .. in order that 
the same defence maY be open to persons who 
could be sued onr here in respeot of aotions for 
whioh there would be an indemnity under the 
legislation of India ... 

• • • 
THE Bill was opposed from all parte of the 

House. and in faot only one private member sup. 
ported it by speech, while several steady support
ere of Government denounced the measure in vehe
ment language. The opposition, however, was 
largely direoted to the provisions relating to olaims 
in regard to property; the larger question of in
dividual freedom did not attraot muoh attention. 
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Still the latter found strong. champions in some 
members. Major Barnes, in a closely-reason
ed speech, showed how the measure would very 
largely abrogate the rights and liberties secured 
for the people of England by the Petition of Rights. 
The criticism in respect of this matter mainly 
turned upon the question of the burden of proof, 
which also loomed so large in the discussions on 
the Indemnity Bill in this country. The English 
Bill also throws the burden upon the /lerson mak· 
ing the application of proving the mala fides of the 
officer against whom a prooeeding is instituted. 
Mr. Maddocks observed in this connection: .. You 
see the dilemma in which a person is placed who 
has a cause of complaint of a Government Depart
ment. He has to prove that the act of which he 
complained was not done in good faith, a thing that 
is almost impossible to do in law. The burden 
of proof, if it were shifted and put in this way, 
that a person should be ,excused flr doing an 
illegal ac; against another if he proved that he 
did it in good faith, is quite another matter, 
but the Bill, as drawn, puts the onus of proof upon 
the person bringing the complaint." 

* * * 
THE argument was well put by Sir Ryland 

Adkins. "The whole point is," he said, "on whom 
the burden of proof is to lie of proving that wrong
ful acts were done in good faith. If you put that 
burden upon the person who has done wrongful 
acts the courts of our country can be trusted to see 
that when any individual in a moment of crisis is 
proved to have acted honestly, he shall not be 
punished as if he had been guilty of a wilful and 
wrongful act. As put forward in this Bill, that is 
entirely impossible of defence, and I ask the Gov_ 
ernment to see whether this necessary part of an 
Indemnity Bill could not be drafted, constructed 
and framed 80 8S to avoid that to which I have X9-

ferred." Fr'3m the way in which the Governmen 
members defended a similar provision' of the lDdian 
Act as being at the very basis of the criminal law 
of the country, one would imagine that a request 
for amending the Imperial Bill so as to throw the 
burden of proof on the officer charged with doing 
a wrongful act would be summarily dismissed in 
England. It was not so dismissed, however. The 
Attorney-General, on the contrary, promised to 
consider the point carefully in Committee. The 
final decision will be awaited with keen interest 
in this country. 

• • • 
THR interim report issued by the South Airi

can Asiatio Commission reoommends that with a 
view to encourage the return to India cf those < In
dians who are desirous of doing so, the Union Gov
ernment should afford all faoilities, suoh. as ship· 
ping and the suspension of restrctions on the export 
of gold in the form of savings and jewellery, It is 
oonjectured tbat this reoommendation hal been 
made to allay tbe racial feeling whioh is now find
ing upre88ion in very undesirable directions.' 
Whatever may be the reasons that pNmpted the 

Commission to t .. ke this step, there ia no deny
ing the fact that there is much from our view.poin* 
to be said in favour of this course. Mr. C. F. 
Andrews has favoured this step in his evidenoe 
tendered before the Commission and has also 
written time and again in the press in its sup
port. Mr. West suggests that further in
ducements should be offered to indigent Indians 
to return voluntarily to India by giving a grant of 
£10 per head, free of exchange oharges, payable 
through the District Magistrate ill India. Except
ing the European farmers. there appear. to be little 
or no opposition to this proposal either from the Eu ro
pean or Indian side. There is a considerable body 
of opinion that favours voluntary repatriation as 
providing a happy and peaceful solution of the 
highly oomplioated problem. 

• • • 
ACCEPTANCE of this recommendation by the 

Union Government does not in any way weaken 
India's demand fcr the just solution of tbeproblems. 
referred to the Commission. Aiter all the class of
South African Indians who will avail themselves 
of the faoilities to be offered by the Government is 
not the class which, from the view-point of the 
European settler,constitutes the 'eoonomic menace.' 
The white settler is afraid of the shrewd and 
enterprising Indian trader with whom he is not. 
able to compete, and he will not Beek voluntary, 
repatriation. He and the South African born, 
Indian demand their natural rignts. Any attemptl 
to interfere with those rights will be deeply resent ... 
ed. It is not too much to' hope that the Asiatio 
Commission and the Colonial Office will not barter; 
away the rights of Indians for placating the Euro-l 
pean settlers. If India's position as an original' 
member of the League of Nations and her admis
sion into the partnership of the Empire ars to be 
real, her children should receive proper treatment 
everywhere in the Empire. Fulfilment of these 
righteous demands will be the test of the pro
fessions made in high quarters times ·.withou t 
number. 

• • • 
WE were in error in regard :to our oom

ment on the Bombay Council rules governing the 
disallowance of questions and resolutions. The 
draft rules for Bombay are iaentioal with thos& 
for other provinces, and hence the PQwer of dis
allowanoe in respect of questions and resJluticDS 
is vested, in Bombay as elsewhere,in the~Governor 
and not in the President. We were. misled into 
making the oomment we made by the factJtbat we 
mistook standil,lg orders for rules. Standi ~ 
orders have an inferior authority to the rules and 
merely detail the procedure governing the Councll 
business subject to the operation of the ·rules. We 
have,therefore no reason to:exoe.ptthelBombay rule 
from the general critioism·we have made, viz. that 
the power of dis allowan~ should be subjeot to 
definite rules and that it ·should be vested in the 
President and not in the Governor. 

• • • 
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THE HUNTER COMMITTEE REPORTS.-II. 
BY V. S. SRINIV ABA SASTRI. 

As I was entering tbe Counoil Hall in Delhi 
this February, a European coUeague greeted me 
and observed that my awful prognostication at the 
ena.otment of the Rowlatt Aot had oome true. I 
still wonder whether the Government in India and 
in Engla.nd realise how muoh that odious and un
necessary measure lay at the bottom of the Punjab 
tragedy. Here is my prognostioation on the 18th 
March last yea.r : 

In a few moments more this Bill will be law. When the 
Bill is law, it does not remain there. We have still the 
aftermath. the oonsequenoes ofj the law to the Govern
ment of India no les8 than to us. For as a poet 
bas said in a. tragic connection: l If itwere done 
when it is done, tben It were well it were done 
quickly: I will not go further with this awesome passage; 
but the darkened pagl> is there, and unfortunately, although 
80me of us have tried to dissuade him from the oourse, 
M t. Gandhi ba.s taken it up. Well, I know how be will play 
his part; his charaetsry will be bold, blameless, perfectly 
white. I could onl, wish. Yous Excellen07, although 
I trust but faintly. that those of us who also have 
to write on this darkened page,. his follower.., the Gover n 
ment and Government employes, we politi-cal agItators 
and detenuBi tha.t we could all say at the end of the 
business that we also wrote perfectly white. 

, After a perusa.l of the Reports I am unable to 
say that Government, not to speak of their emplo
yes, have come well out of the affair. They began 
with bad statesmanship, then they showed laok of 
pn soien ce, oaught the panio of the European 
community and dropped the reins altogether. Now 
the whole tale of suffering is unfolded. they do 
not perform Ihe only repa.ration they oa.n. They 
do not own up. They will not punish their guilty 
servants. They leave a sense of deep wrong, deepen· 
ed further by a sense of humiliation and helpless_ 
neSI. 

hummon a.ll my philosophy to my aid and just 
save myself from being upset. I remember that of 
the great imperial nations of the world the British 
are the least oppressiYe and oruel by nature. I be· 
lieve tha.t Mr. Har Dayal's testimony to their super
ior virtues is both genuine and oorreot, If even 
they fail in justice and humanity, it is a sad re
minder how far mankind is from oonquest of 
primitive passion or realisation of moral purity 
Till angels oome down to rule over us, it .is folly 
to let our hearts be turned from loyalty. As to the 
alternative of self· rule, I am oonvinced that the 
"uickest way to it lies through the British Empire. 

How muoh a.like men are at bottom I The Reports 
allude to the wild stories about the Rowlatt Act 
that gained ourrenoy among the ignorant people. 
But one feels in rea.ding them a deep underourrent 
of unfounded fears prevalent among European 
men and women of a.!l Indian leaders and our pa
pular movements. It would make strange reading 
if one were to collect all the stories ourrent in cer
ta.in aections of the European and Eurasian com
munities about Gandhi, Malaviya and Banerjea. 
It is oertainly not creditable to a raoe who lay 
olaim to oourage a.nd oommonsense to have be-

Hevedin acoounts of widespread rebeUion in the 
Punjab. I have no patienoe with the seriousness 
with whioh Government set down General Dyer's 
exploits and the movements of aeroplanes and 
appraise their military v,a.lne a.s in a. ca.mpaign of 
warfa.re. In the ancient ohiva.lry of this counl ry 
there was a oerta.in wea.pon of invincible power 
(tho astra of Bra.hma) whioh the warrior was not 
in honour to use till the last extremity. Is there 
no oo;e to restra.in the use of deadly we~pons 
of modern ma.ke against unarmed mobs whiob 
inolude boys a.nd even ohildren? One ·"does not 
know whether to laugh or weep as one rea.ds of re
gula.tions and instruotions to be issued in future 
for this purpose after all these years of Ha.gue Con
vention, Red Cross, a.menities of civilised warfare, 
and so on. Are we asked to believe that monsters 
of raoia.! pride and raoial hate oan be restrained 
by any regulations and instruotions, however 
minute and stdngen!? The only thing that oan do 
so is the certa.inty that publio opinion will exe
onte and Govemmentsternly punish. Unfortuuate~ 
1.1 Government has proved impotent to do right, and 
the publio opinion whioh the monsters oare for is 
that of the unmentionable farewell address at 
J ullunder sta.tion or the unabashed sentiments of 
the Biha.r European planters. 

The chapters of the Minority Report proving
that Ihere wa.s no need either fOJ the proclamation 
or for the continua.noe of martial law. because 
there was nothing like rebellion, are una.nswerable_ 
The Government of Ind ia had some qualms of con
soienoe, but the strong ma.n of the Punjab silenced 

"them. It is a revelation in the art of how not to 
wield authoJity in a.orisi. to see the Vioeroy and 
his collea.gues earnestly and respeotfully pleading
with Sir Miohael O'Dwyer to close the regime of 
martia.!law. I cannot but feel that the Indian 
Commissioners, in judging with extraordinary 
lenienoy of the aotion of the Governinent of India, 
were swayed by the thought that it wa.s to them 
they werB reporting and from them they expeoted 
appropria.te a.ction. 

Indian opinion has been hard on Mr. Montagn. 
It is quite natural, considering that:the Seoretary 
of State oannot be dissociated from the decision of 
of His Majesty's Government. Nor is it my desire 
to shield him from responsibility for the despatoh, 
.. full of sound and fury, but signifying nothing." 
I know, however, how unhappy he was over the 
happenings in the Punjab. He had great difficulty in 
finding an Englishman of any reputation to come 
out to India for the tough job of this Commission. 
I k now the anxiety he felt in fixing on its person
nel, how he hied, above aU things, to avoid a 
racial split and took cars to select men on. the 
European and India.n side who might be trusted 
by theb antecedent reputation to reconoile the 
differing interests of Government and the people 
and produoe a report which, if not unanimous 
would be at least non-racial and non-political. 
I fanoy he has now learnt how impossible it is to 
get a body of Englishmen to oondemn a brother 
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Englishman for admitted crimes committed in the 
interests of their country, and I like to believe that 
his despatch to the Government of India does no~ 
oonvey his personal judgment. It may be my 
ingenuity which suggests· it, but I read such a 
meaning into this passage in the opening paragraph: 
.. They (His Majesty's Government) have desired 
me to communicate to you in my reply to your 
letter their oonsidered statement of these decisions. 
Paragraphs numbered 2 to 8 of this despatch COIl

tain acoordingly this statemen~." The eulogy 
pronounced on Sir Miohael O'Dwyer is contained 
in the eighth paragraph and, on my interpretation, 
would not be his. It is not improbable that the 
delay in publishing the Report which caused much 
surprise in India was due to the pro traded strug
gle that he had in the Cabinet as to the rights 
and wrongs of the grave issues involved. Hi. 
liberalism has the qualities of wide range and 
high courage. His sense of wrong is keen, and his 
love of India and Indians amounts to a passion. 
I cannot conceive of his letting off Genel'f>l Dyer 
lightly, or praising a man who misgoverned llie 
Punjab, persecuted its leaders, and let slip the 
dogs of martial law on its people. 

Lord Chelmsford, I make no doubt, is sufficient
ly punished by his own thoughts. It is a matter for 
speculation how far the action of the Government 
of India was influenced by the exercise of his 
individual judgment, and how far he allowed him
self to be overborne by the judgment of, his 
official advisers. Unlike some other Viceroys, 
he is reputed to be constitutional in praotice. 
Considering on the whole the sort of col
leagues he has had, this oould not rsdound 
to the happiness of the people. In a grave 
crisis suoh as that of the Punjab, the chivalry 
of his nature ought to have been brought into play 
not for the support of a local tyrant through thick 
and thin, but for the protection of the honour, lives 
and properly of the millions entrusted to his care; 
and bis loyalty would have been better manifested 
towards the fairness of the British name than to
warlds his councillors whose narrow official obses
sion unfitted them to be its oustodians. His Lordship 
seems to have been overwhelmed by the magnitude 
and suddenness of the events and sought the 
martyrdom of official responsibili ty for the acUons 
of his Government from whioh his private judg
ment, if it had been brought into exercise, mighi 
have dissented. A sense of official propriety carried 
to a faulty length prevented prompt expression of 
sympathy for the sufferers whioh one would 
have expected from so fiDe a gentleman and 
Christian. That he felt acutely for them is clear 
from the faot which I had from a trustworthy 
Bource that he remitted a considerable sum for 
their relief to the Punjab authorities. Some hasty 
critics have blamed him for not coming down 
from the cool heights of Simla to Bee things for 
himself on the spot. If he had done so, my fear is 
h. wculd havs afforded Sir Michael O'Dwyer, head
strong and foolhardy al he wes, a pretext to throw 

down the reins and ask the Viceroy who had in; 
effect superseded him to pick them up, and'in this 
ccurse he would have been upheld by the almost· 
unanimous ludgment of the Indian Oivil Service, 
and the forces of disorder might have received en
couragement which in its turn would haTe led to 
grave consequences. The Secretary of State has 
justly said to him. "World-wide circum8tanoes have 
combined to lay upon you a degree of anxiety 
such as has only at long intervals fallen upon any 
of your illustrious predecessors. .. Intense political. 
agitation, an unparalleled war, severe pestilence, 
economic and financial troubles, and grave inter
nal disorder have come in quiok succession one 
upon another, and given no opportunity for the· 
qualities of candour. chivalry, hospitality, cour
tesy and unwearied ·industry which are caloulated 
to ahine to advantage in a time of oomparative quiet. 

To Mr. Shafi I am glad to pay my tribute of 
praise for the trenchant manner in which he has 
given expression to his dissent in the two most 
vital issues from his oolleagues in the Government ~ 
[ expeoted nothing less, having known the way in} 
which he acted with us throughout the discuuion 
of the Rowlatt Bill, Unfriendly oritios must take .. 
a lesson frcm the instance of Mr. Shafi and be 
cheered by the reflection that when the supreme 
test comes our men, clothed with responsibility,; 
from whatever ranks drawn, will be found fully, 
alive to the call of duty. Suffioient notice has not.; 
been teken by the publio of a somewhat fresh 
point that Mr. Shafi makes in his note. As it is, 
most important, I will transcribe the sentence, 
containing the point: .. In his opinion, the dis
turbances on and after the 14th of April in the 
districts of Gujranwala, Gujrat and Lyallpul' 
were the results of the commotion caused by the 
Jallianwala Bagh affair." If this was the case, so far 
from crushing a rebellion, General Dyer very 
nearly provoked one, and his punishment should 
be proportionate. 

Of the Indian Commissioners who have signed. 
the Minority Report, it is difficult to speak 100 

highly. So far as one can remember, the Han. Pandit 
Jagat Narain was the only one of the three whose, 
appointment reoeived the generel approbation of the 
public. Sir Chimanlal Setalvad was no favourite I 

amongst the Nationalists, while Sardar Sahibzada. 
Sultan Ahmed Khan was comparatively unknown. 
and his nomination evoked general disapproval. 
As in the case of Mr. Shafi, so in these two oases 
the event has shown how wide of the mark the., 
public estimation.of individuals can be. That four; 
persoDe enjoying the full measure of confidenoe 
from Government agree in momentous findings, I 
gives the utmost moral authority to the views em-, 
bodied in the Minority Report. Allliough the 
Government may uphold the Majority Report, the: 
publio of India of all shades of opinion will bet 
guided in its judgment .without the slightest hasi-l 
tation by the judgment of the Indians whom Govern., 
meat have themselves chosen and whom nothing. 
but a strict regard for truth and a stern sense 0G 
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duty would have compelled to record oonclusions 
so damaging to Government and its servants. 

Out of a total inorease of 18!i orofes in the Pro
vincial revenues, the share of Madras is about 
5%; orore8, and its proposed contribution is 3~ 
crores or 35~ per cent. of the total defioit. It is 
proposed that this contribution should go on 
steadily diminishing till it deolines to 17 per cent. 
in seven years. Now the grievance of Madras i. that 
while Bombay starts with 5~ per oent. and Bengal 
with 6~ per cent., she is made to begin with S5~ 
per cent. and is robbed of a large portion of her 
revenues at the vorl' start. It is felt that the 
Madras contribution has been put at /lo high level 
because the oontributions of the other Provinces 
are taken at small peroentages. Alid the sharp 
contrast between *he restricted resouroes of the 
Madras Government and the liberal soale on which 
Bombay, for instanoe, spends with a smaller popu
lation, is oited to point a moral. The explanation 
of the anomalous position is, however, simple. In 
any scheme of finanoial redistribution, you will 

. not be writing upon a olean slate; but the pro
posed arrangements will be ooloured by .past his
tory. The Provinces have developed their resour
ces in a particular manner and their expenditure 
has grown in proportion to the growth of revenue. 
It is impossible to ask the Provinoes to cut down 
their expenditure or impose additional taxation on 
the inauguration of the reforms. To ask them to 
do so will be perpetuating a more serious injustioe 
than what Madras is protesting against. With 
·half the population of Madras, Bombay spends as 
muoh as the Southern Presidenoy. But Bombay's 
contribution to the Imperial revenues in an in
direot way, through the Inoome tax, railway re
venue and so forth, is much larger than what ap
pears on the surface. And Bombay oannot be 
expeoted to pay more for making up the Imperial 
deficit, by additional ts:tation if necessary, for . 
easing the financial position. of Madras. The in
crease in the spending power of Madras due to the 
redistribution of revenues is 5 orores 76 lakhs 
against only 93 la!ths ·in the case of Bombay, 
and it is forgotten that the balanoe of spending 
power left with Madras even after making a 
contrihution of the Imperial exohequer to the 
extent of 35~ per oent of its total defioit, is 2 
croree 28 lakhs, while Bombay oontributes 56 
lakhs and retains only 37 lakhs. If, therefore, the 
Madras contribution is large, its gain from the new 
arrangements is also large. 

THE MADRAS PROTEST. 
.THE recommendations of the Mestcn Committee 
regarding Provinoial oontdbuUons to the Imperial 
e:tohequer have evoked an angry ohorus of dis
approbation in the Southern Presidenoy. It is 
very rarely that all shades of opinion in the com
munity agree on a question of publio interest and 
oan be expressed on a oommon platform. But in 
tho present oase, Government and people, Indians 
and Europeans, Brahmans and non-Brahmans, 
Liberals and Extremists, have all joined in indig·· 
nant protest against what they believe to be an 
act of sheer injustioe fraught with the gravest 
consequences to the progress of the Madras Presi
dency. The Government of Madras has made a 
strong representation to the Government of India 
against the large contribution proposed by the 
Me.ton Committse as the Madras share of the Im
perial deficit, and at the suggestion of a number of 
members of the Legislative Counoil, a special ses
sion of that body was reoently held to oonsider 
the question and to pass resolutions expressing 
disapproval and to ask forjustioe. The unanimity 
and strength of feeling thus exhibited by responsi
ble opinion in Madras, is by itselfprima!acieproof 
of the unreasonable and unjust nature of the pro
posals made by the Maston Committee. We must 
frankly avow that Madras had a right to expeot a 
more liberal treatment in the distribution of re
venues under the Reforms Act, having suffered from 
financial stringency for years together. The re
souroes of the Madras Government have been too 
restriotsd for the urgent needs of the Province and 
for the revenues contributed to the oommon purse 
of the country hy the people of that Presidency. 
Madras has always oomplained against the finan
oial arrangement. under whioh the Province has 
been prevented from reoeiving its due share of re
venue, and the Meston Committee's report ooming 
on the eve of the inauguration of Provinoial auto
nomy and of a new era in oonstitutional develop
ment, has oaused a natural feeling of resentment 
among all olasses. 

A complete separation between Imperial and 
Provinoisl heads of revenue, a sine qua non of Pro
vincial autonomy, left the Imperial eJ:ohequer with 
a deficit, originally oaloqlated at ovu 13 orOles of 
rupee.. An improvement In the financial position 
of the Government of India, the result of a high 
rate of exchange, reduoed this defioit to 6 C10.-es. 
But the Meston Committee thought it necessary to 
provincialize revenue from general stamps to ease 
the position of some of the financially weaker Pro
vinoes and the Imperial shortge of revenue was in
oreased to about 10 orores. This amoun' of defioit 
had to be distributsd over the Provinoes in oertain 
proportions, and the basis of the Provinoial oontri
butions adopted by the Committee was the addi
tional spending power obtained by eaoh Provinoe 
as a result of ~the new distribution of revenues. 

The mover of the resolutions in the Madras 
Council proposed that 17 per cent. of the Imperial 
deficit only should be taken from Madras Bnd OOr· 

responding standard oontributions from the Punjab 
Bnd the U. P., and that the balance of the deficit 
should be taken from the Provincial balanoes with 
the Government of I .. dia. He here proved the 
fact that i,n seeking justice for M adraa he was 
doing serious injustice to the Provinoes concerned. 
The lattsr will be perfectly justified in resenting 
and resisting the proposed raid upon their balances 
which have. been built out of their hard-earned 
revenues whioh they were preventsd by the. Gov 

• 



THI: SERVAlfl OF INDIA. [ JUNE .to, 1910. 

.ernment of India from spending owing to.the exi

.gencies of the war. The resolution passed by the 
. Madras Counoil that" in any oase if anT amount 
cis levied U1 excess of the due proportion from the 
Province of Madras, it should be reoovered from 
the Provinces oontributing less than their due 
proportion in suoh instalments and at euch Admes 
as the aolfernment cd India may determine" is 
bound to provoke s~rong opposition from the iPro
"inoes whioh it is proposed to viotimise. 

The only satisfactory solution of the problem 
would lie in the Government of India putting an' 
end to its deficit or at least reduoing it to suoh an 
extent that the strain of contributions upon the 
Provinces would be small. The Meston Committee 
based its reoommendations upon the 'prospect of 
an Imperial deficit which it increased by the pro
vincialization of general stamps. It was not its 
duty to suggest means to improve the finances of 
the Central Government, and additional tHation 
it has deprecated on the ground that it would be 
indefensible in view of the increased spending 
powers secured by the Provinoes. But if injustice 
to the P·rovinoes is to :be avoided, the Imperial 
defici.t must be done away with or be substantially 
reduced. Madras protestants have fonght shy of 
.dditional Imperial taxation as a remedy to wipe 
off the defioit of the Government of India alld have 
dIscovered an easy solution in the transference· of 
the burden of Provinces lik.e Bombay and Bengal . 
But it is to be presumed that they will faos addi
tional Imperial taxation which will fall with equal 
incidence upon all Provinces if the heavy oontri
bution which is songht to be impossd upon Madras 
is abolished or reduced. In fact, it was suggested 
in the Madras Legislative Council that it was not 
impracticable to wipe out ths deficit in the Impe
rial exohequer, and inoreased customs duties, 
growing railway receipts and improvement in. the 
income tax proceeds were pointed out as sources 
of additional revenue required for the purpose. 
We feel that it is 'necessary t9 meet the situation 
in some such way if the PJovinces are expected to 
promote their material and moral development in 
the near future. There are so many schemes of 
development awaiting adequate funds to financs, 
and the work of the reformed Councils ought not 
to be made difficult by withholding from them the 
resources to which they are entitled. The Madras 
protest has our strong support. It has thrown a 
powerful searchlight upon some of the weakest 
points in the financial position of the country and 
has raised impOI·tant issues regarding the financial 
relations be~ ... een the Government of India and 
the Provincial Governments. 

H,ETIRIKli THE CURRENCY. 
IT is superfluous to disouss the serious situation, 
from the point of view of social well-being, 
created by the high prices of commodities in 
general. The strikes and industrial disturbances 
oonBequent on the high prices, the starvation of 

the poorer sections of the the people, anxiety of the 
middle class to make two ends meet are themes of 
every-day discourse. Remedies are being 8uggest
ed for the. evil; .hut many people 80 far have not 
realized the.part played in it by currency. It is 
my.intention to draw attsntion to thia aspect of 
the problem. 

Before the war the average circulation of the 
.paper currency was iuthe vicinity of 35 to 40 
Orore8; during the war the cUrJency notes circula
tion went up to about 150 ~Qres. Side by side we 
see that the index nmmber of high. prices which 
was 100 during 1914 beoame 200 in 1918. and came 
toabout 220 in 1919. the closing year of the war. 
The inflation of paper cunencyis thus seen to beat 
least a part cause of the general rising of the 
price level. Although the old quantity theory is 
exploded, the researches of Prof, Fisher and 
others in reoent times have conolusively shown 
that the relation between the quantity of money 
and the prices is very cIo~e. W.eneednoUherefore 
take the trouble to prove a pI'wi that the Indian 
infiation of papsr money is bound to act on prices. 
We might take that as proven and proceed to 
suggest remedies based on this causality. 

It might be said that shortsge of supply in 
many cases would explain the high level of the 
priees, and it is therefore unnecessary to search for 
other causes. But although shortage would explain 
the rise in the cause of some oommodities like 
milk or sugar, it would not adequately explain the 
rise of almost all the commodities. In faot it is a 
truism in the theory of money that a general rise 
of prices must be attributed to the standard of 
value. The rupse as a >standard has depreciated 
woefully, the cause of this depreciation being the 
inorease in the qu.antity of money. 

It would be clear that one remedy, and prob
ably a very efficient remedy, for the rise of prioes 
would be a retirement of the currenoy. The num
ber of tickets must be redueed in order to raise the 
value of a single ticket. The inflation, therefore, 
mnst be the point on which we must hit for the 
cure of the evil. Before answering the possible 
objections to this remedy it is neoessary to Rhow 
the modus operandi of this retirement. 

Aocording to the present statute there are three 
ways in which paper money can be retired-selling 
gold for notes; selling reverse councils and paying 
them in England out of th.e paper cUlency reserve; 
thirdly, to pass an Aot by means of which the 
fiduciary portion of the currency reserve is' les· 
sened. Let us see the working of each of these 
methods in order. 

Selling gold out of the paper currency reserve 
has the efi'811t of inducing the people to part with so 
many notes for buying the gold while the gold cannot 
funotion as money. India having neither a gold 
standard nor a free mint for gold. This has been 
done by Government for the last few months, al
though not with the object which we are referring 
to in this connection. Tbthat extent ths remedy 
is already being put into effect. But it is capable 
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-of an-extended operation. Even 'if it depletes the 
-gold portlon,ot the' Du:rrenoy reseNe it is not a 
matter fen an'.l:iety1ls the gold in'tbereserve is not 
<an accession of strength to the 'currency system 
in any way. 'As for the second method, it will 'be 
'thought to be the height Of -impudence ,to 'recom
mend the 'Sale of 'l'8VerBe councils at this 'time 
'When a storm Of invectives is 'POured on the reo' 
'Venle councils for various Yeasons. Ittvm fhere
fore be necessary to point ontthat we dc D<lt re
commend the sale of reverse councils at the falling 
rate of exchange, but at the statutory ute of 8'.1:

ohange (1.£ -15 Rs. ). Reverse councils sold at 
this rata would 'Obviate all the dangers of the 
waste of India's gold resouroes, inherent in the 

-present mode of selling them. As the gold would 
be paid out of the paper currency reserve in Lon
don the notes in the bands of 'the Government of 
India in India cannot be Issued again as tbe law 
would be violated in that case. There would thus 
be an automatic retirement of the paper currency 
in India. 

It would appear &e it we are here championing 
ilIe sale of reverse counolls, whioh bas latterly 
been the objeot of severe oriticism at the hands 
-of Indian finanoienl and banking interests. Far 
:from it. We are simply referring to it as one 
method inter alia of retiring the paper ourrency in 
India. We do not want to disouss the pros and 
'Cons of the quesUon of the sale of reverse counoils 
here; illl that we want to emphasize is that it is a 
suitable method under requisite safeguards of re
tiring the ourrenoy. We have already referred to 
-one Buoh restriotion, viz. that the rate should 'be 
1 Re. -lSd, so that half the objeoUons to that sale 
are obviated ai a stroke. Another restriotion we 
would suggest, and that is that the sale should 
be for unitg whioh are sufficient] y small to be 
'Within tbe reach of small buyers. The smallest 
unl for instanoe would suitably be fixed at a .£1000 
so that even small banks and private merohants 
oould eaolly get hold of the required number of 
ourrenoy notes to effeot the ilurohase. 

The third method. viz. that of passing a new 
law reduoing the statutory limit for the fiduoiary 
portion of the paper ourrenoy. is in our opinion 
the most effeotive as well as the one least fraught 
with misohief. At present there are 86 orores 
'worth of seourities in. the paper currenoy reserve 
'mostly oonsisting of English treasury bills againet 
whioh an equal number of notes are issued in 
India. Suppose now that a law is passed to the 
effect tha t the fiduciary portion of the ourrency 
reserve should only be SO orores instead of 86 orores. 
n would mean first that the treasury notes to the 
edent of 26 orol'8s must be oonverted into gold or 
ei/ver bullion if the new law is to be saved from 
violation. As nobody oontemplates suoh a 8ale at 
this time when the gold:resources of tbe Empire 
still require to be anxiously oonserved, the onl1 
thing that would prevent the violation of the law 
ia the oancellation or retirement of 26 orores worth 
of notes in Ute nurNlloy reserve Jying ill the bands 

of Government. Thie ie simply 78traoing'the steps 
whioh we had been obliged to cake during the war 
on account of emugenoiee edgent to the war. 'I.a 
response to the trade demand for oertain neOeSeal"7 
things "We .inGre&eed the CUft!8DCy; nowflbat the 
demand which was temporogy is no long&!' -.exi .... 
~ng 'We ought' co put it 'back. 

There ought to be no demurring <to the 1p&8811!J8 

of a new Aot through the 'counoil in order to IessOOl 
the fiduolary eeourities plaoed in the -Cll_BeY 
reseNe. The present ,pollition of the ,gold ...... d 
silver portion fJf the reserve is very precarious, .... . 
alreadY -comments are being heard that,the security 
portion of the paper onrrenoy reserve is tlndnl,. 
swonen and the metallio ,portion it! dang&l'Ously 
low. Even from tbe standpoint, thRefore, -of a 
rea130nable metallic reserve 'a oe88 Olm -be made 
out for a new ~(jt of this desoription. 

After having expl .. ined the methods of reti ..... 
ment it is time to tum to the objections whioh we 
can easily antioipate against any pmPOSM for a 
reduotion Of the surrenoy. The tr.adiag seoiion of 
the community, when it once beoomee intozteated 
with the wine of new ourrenoy, ~s llllwilNng to 
part with this stimulus. The first objeotioo, there
tOM, would come from them. How can the amounii 
of currency when it ie reduced be adequa.te to meet 
the needs of trade at the present 80ale of prices ? 
The answer is that it is a vioious oiro1e. At preseat 
prices we 'Want the inereased ourrenoy, no doubt; 
but reduoe the ourrency and the prices will be re~ 
duoed proportionately so that the lie.... amount of 
ourrenoy oan do the work at the aew priDe 
level. We are paying three or four times the old 
amount of money for praoUoally everything. 
Reduce the ourrenoy by about 40 or 50 crores and 
a new soale of prices would be established. 

Of oourse this rarefioa.tion of ourrenoy must 
be gradual and must be spread over a long period, 
so thet the effects of a sudden fall of prices which 
would oause a transfer of wealth to new hall .. 
might be avoided. But there is nothing sinful or 
iniquitous in this rarefication. On the contrary, 
the present soale has been responsible for an in
equiteble distribution of riohes during the last few 
years. The scaling do .... n of prices, therefore, in
stead of oa.using an injustioe, ... iIl only oorrect a 
wrong that has been already inflicted on a large 
portion of the oommunity, especially the poor COn- , 

Bumers. What we would propose, therefore, is thaI 
about 40 oraTes should be retired within a year 
01' two at a uniform paoe. 

It might be urged that the retiring of about 40 
orores of notes might oause a stringent money
market aud might thus cause injury to the new 
oommercial enterprizes started under the AuspiClE<b 
of the war. The answer is that if the retiring of tLe 
ounelloy produces the effect we antioipate then 
the low level of prioes would oause a weloome re
lief to Ilew enterprizes instead of acting as an extin
guisher. Would oheap cotton and cheap wages 
mean the ruination of the ootton industry? Rather 
the reverse. The same is true all round. A 



THE 8ERV ANT OF INDIA. [JUNE 10, 1920. 

general fall of prices is not fatal to sound entei 
prizes. It is a Bource of apprehension only to those 
who profiteer and those who indulge in wild specu-
lation. . 

There is a school of thought whioh regards 
high prioes as an index of prosperity and weloomes 
every addition to the. currency. There is some 
truth in this mode of thought, but in economics as 
ill other sciences there is a limit to everything, 
and the beat way of meeting such an argument is 
to shbw its reductio ad absurdum. If 156 orores 
are good for trade why not 200 crores or 400 or~res , 
If high prices are good why not have tea at 10 
rupees a pound or sugar at·2 rupees a seer? No 
o,ne would have the hardihood to say that these 
latter would spell prosperity. Iniact, however 
ridiculous Ricardo's position might appear ordi
narily, in such reasoning one is reminded of Ri
cardo's contention that an increase in the quan
tity of currency would only mean alessening of ite 
value, and the proper way of giving a high pur
chasing power to the unit of money is to limit the 
)lumber ~f tiokets representing the standard units, 
whether metallic or paper. 

Another objection that might be raised is bas
ed on past history. The general teaching of his
tory is that when prioes once go further they do not 
retrace their steps backwards. This is generally 
true, but it is because statesmen have not the 
courage to use the right remedies in time. The 
presentinstanoe is a case in point. If stringent 
remedies are used the restitution of prioes is not a 
SUperhuman task. It, is beoause the State does not 
assert ite powers to the utmost that economic 
evils are allowed to aggravate themselves. 

V. N. GODBOLE. 

.A. LETTER FROM LONDON. 
( 1I'R01I OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT. ) 

LONDOY, MAY 20. 

HOUSING IN BOMBA.Y. 
THE Worker's Welfare League of India Is an 
organization established here for' scme time. It 
has had under oonsideration a number of labour 
and industrial problems affecting the Indian 
workers. A great deal of its work has been of a 
purely theoretioal and general character, but the 
faot that it is oonstituted o( Indian and British 
members gives it a somewhat unique oharacter, 
&ad its latest effort is of an eminently practical 
cltaraoter. Under the signatllres of Dr. K. S. Bhat, 
the President, Mr. Shapurji Saklatwala, Secretary 
tJf the Innian Seotion, and J. E, Potter Wilson, 
General Seoretary. and with the support of Alder. 

. aan J. Chaplin, Mayor of Leicester and Seoretary 
of the Leicester Hosiery Union, Arthur Pugh, 
Seoretary of the Iron and Steel ConfederaUon, 
E. L. Poulton, Secretary of the National Union 
Boot and Shoe Operatives, W. J, Riley, Seoretary 
of the Yorkshire Managers and Overlookers Union, 
T. E. Naylor, Seoretary of the London Society of 
Compositors, D. Carmiohael, Secretary of the 
London Trades Oouncil, J. H. Baum, Seoretary of· 

the Leioester Trades Council, C. Eo Wilder, Seo~ 
tary of the United Vehicle Workers, and James 
H. Hardie, of the Barnet Independent Labour 
Party, a moderately worded memorial has been 
addressed to the Secretary of State for India, 
strongly protesting against the proposed scheme 
for working-olass houses in the city of Bombay as 
expounded and supported at the meeting of the 
Bombay' Legislative Oounoil on September 18· 
last by Sir George Lloyd, portions of whose speeoh 
sare quoted in the memorial. The League weloome 
the Governor's recognition of the duty of Ihe State 
to provide the necessary housing aocommodation 
for the working-classes out of publio funds, and 
maintains that to house working-olass families in 
Bombay, the second city of the Empire, in one
roomed tene ments, as is proposed, is, in this' 
century, just as indisoreet and unhealthy as & 

similar proposal would be fQr a city in this oountry. 
The memorialists draw attention to the unpre
cedented prosperity of the indus.tries of Bombay. 
to the immense profits of industrial and commer
cial houses and of land and property owners in the 
city, and the fact that, oompared with other large 
cities, like London, Paris, New York, Berlin, and 
Buenos Ayres, Bombay has far more acreage avail
able per thousand of the population for the erection 
of proper dwellings. The erection of the one
roomed dwellings now proposed, in a city whose 
merchant prinoes, deriving their wealth from the 
toil of the workers, vie with one another in the 
ereotion of luxurious .and palatial dwellings for 
themselves, would, they say, be a very poor ex
pression of Indo-British public spirit, especially as 
to-day the attitude of Great Britain in regard to 
the welfare of ite Indian subjects, is being closely
observed by other countries throughout the ·world. 
The memorialists would like to see a soheme in • 
augurated that could be regarded as an example 
for other Indian authorities to follow and one that 
would refleot credit upon the British authorities 
and would not be held oondemned by existing Aots 
of Parliament in this country. They then make 
conorete suggestions by submitting plans of houses 
for workers in India prepared by their advisory 
architects, who also submit a report, to the effect 
that their plans represent what they believe to be 
the absolute minimum whicB should be a provided 
for human occupation. Plans 1 and 2 represen~ 
usual types where one hundred families, for ex
ample, should be grouped in one village with a. 
community building in the centre, Whilst sub
mitting plans 3 and 4 as being superior to the 
prevailing chawl system, they draw attention to 
the desirabilityof establishing industry under con· 
ditions where there is ample space for factory 
extension and for the provision of housing ac
oommodation in open surroundings. Provision 
is made in each' house to inolude some simple
furniture, such as cupboards, tables, seats, and 
shelves, and attention is drawn to the fact 
that provision of the community house gives 
faollities for many things whioh ciroumstanoee. 
prevent from 'supplying. individually. Alto.. 
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cether. the proposals are a valuable contribu
tion to a very difficult problem, and it is to be hop
-ed that the Secretary of State will forward them 
40 the Government of Bombay, with his own 
.. trong support. 

THE HUNTER REPORT. 
The 'rimes wants to kno,," where the Hunter 

Report is. It was generally expeoted that itwould 
be issued yesterday, but thers appears to have 
.been a hitch at the last moment, and it is now 
believed that it will not be published until the 
Irecess, flO that members will have it for study dur
ing the brief holiday that the exigencies of their 
Parliamentary duties allow them. The Report is 
known to have reached this country at the end of 
Karoh, and appears to have been withheld in order 
that it might appear simultaneously with the 
Iresolutlon of the Government of India on the 
8ubjeot, which has been under the oonsideration of 
;the Home Government. It is believed that it will 
be muoh broader in its apirit than might at one 
time have been expeoted, a faot for whioh the exist
enoe of a strong minority report and the division 
of opinion among the members along raoial lines, 
as is suggested, may aocount. However thatmay be, 
th~ paper urges that, in view of the strong feeling, 
.aroused not only in India but in this oountry, the 
.issue of the Report will not be delayed further 
while the phraseology of the resolution is being 
-considered. Immediate publioation, aooompanied 
by an announoement that the oonolusions the 
Government have reaohed will be issued very soon 
is the Times deolares, essential to publio oon-, 
lIdenoe in British justioe and good faith. The 
paper oannot, however, forbear to have a fling at 
Kr. Montagu, whom it has never forgiven for 
having aooepted the Seoretaryship for India. 
Referring to the Rowlatt Report and the details of 
the Amritsar shootings, it deolares that the delays 
In publioity In those oases do not stand alone in 
-creating the impressoin that Ilr. Montagu has 
been inolined to withhold faots and papers from 
the knowledge of Parliament, and even to manipu
late the dates of issue to suit political exigenoies. 
Quite in the approved Indo. British style. The 
Times oannot depart very far from long.established 
(lU8tom. 

THE TURKISH TREATY. 

The Turkish Treaty haa brought forth some 
interesting oritioism from French journals of 
"pute. The LibsrM. for example, remarks: 

A.a • matter of float. under the appearanoe of internaw 
,"onal equality. the Treaty establishes in Turtey the 
material and moral preponderanoe of England. She it ia 
that iuore&8ea her power to a formidable ex~i by putting 
her hand on aU the rout.s to ludia. As to France, ahe 
finds heHalf diapouIssed, for the benetit of the Leaa:ne Of 
Nationa. of the ploteot.ion of Ohriatians whioh ah. has 
usurad for oenttlries. 

.A peace auoh as haa been made is, in the opinion 
<>f the Tcnnps, .. a drumhead peao.... Presented 
after this lapse of time, U ought to have oonstitut
.d an independent Turkey capable of existenoe; 
it does not do eo, and the Turkish Government, 

whioh is expeoted to put its signaturs to it, pos-
89SseS no effotive authority. The whole thing, 
therefors, gives the impression of having no rela
tion to realities. The paper conclude~ by inter
preting the Treaty as establishing one fact of 
oapital importanoe. Inasmuch as Franoe, Italy, 
and England will have to act conjointly in order 
to utilise feir military purposes the zone of tbe 
Daidanelles, .. it oan be said that the draft of the 
Turkish Treaty establishes a permanent alliance 
between these three Powers for the proteotion of 
the Straits." One of the aoutest oomments that I 
have heard has come from an eminent Mussulman 
friend. ·He remarks that to have placed Turkey un
der the mandate of one of the Great Powers would 
on all grounds be preferable to handing her over, 
for all practioe.l purposes, to a number· of inter
national commissions, which would rule without 
any popular authority or any responsibility to the 
Turkisb people. Those who realise how neoessary 
has been the transfer of the German oolonies to 
some individual mandatory, in view of past ex
perienoe of the multiple disadvantages that have 
been disoovered in & oondominium, where the 
jointly governing Powers have legal authority and 
responsibility, will reoognise the validity of this 
oritio's preferenoe. 

The publication of the draft Treaty has natu
rally affeoted the Indian Khilafat deputation in an 
extraordinary degree, as one might he.ve anticipa
ted from a knowledge of Mr. Mahomed Ali's tem
perament and that of his fdends, The delegation 
has sent a lengthy telegram \0 the Sultan, express. 
illg deep shame that Mussulmans should have 
allowed the Khilafat to have sunk to its present 
distressing condition, veneration for his high 
offioe, and the assuranoe that in &11 conoeivable ... 
oiroumstances and &t all ooats, he will uphold the 
dignity of Islam end will remain steadfast in the 
defenoe of the Khilafat and of the sanotity of the 
J azirat-ul·lslam in its entirety. After setting forth 
the many details of the mission with whioh they 
were oharged, the delegation prooeed to state that 
they have done their best to explain their threefold 
olaim to the Allies, and "in spite of the appalling 
ignoranoe and tragio indifference" even of Bome of 
those who have been making themselves responsi
ble for a new settlement of the world's affairs, they 
have made it sufficiently olear that the reduotion 
of the Moslem olaim by a half will not only be a 
... iolation of the deepest religious feelings of Mus
Bulmans, but will also be a 1\agrant violation of 
the solemn pledges given by responsible statesmen 
representing the Allied and Assooiated Powers at 
the time when they were desirous of enlisting the 
support of the Moslem people and soldiery. They 
add that they have not hesitated to warn the 
British Government that if the pledges were not 
redeemed and effeot was not given to the declara
tion thet brought aboul the Armistice, it would be 
futile to expeot peaoe in India, and that an affront 
put upon the MUBSulmans, and, indeed, upon the 
entire Indian nation, would be inoompatible with 
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the expeotation of a blind loyalty. Having done 
everything demanded of them by their dllty as 
MllSsulmans, as loyal Bubjects of the King-Em. 
peror, and as men deeply anxious to secure a just 
and lasting peaoe, and charged with a mission of 
re conciliation and concord, the senders of the 
telegram now await the response of the Allied 
Powers to their appeals and warnings. But of far 
greater importance to the Moslem world, they add 
will be the Sultan's response. They declare that 
Islam to.day stands solidly by hiB side as it has 
never stood since the last of the Khulafai-Mashi· 
deen passed away. Every Moslem; they aver, is 
now determined to do all that Allah demands from 
him. without flinching and witbout fear, even to 
the extent of offering hi~ life as the price of his 
faith. It is a powerful and ardent appeal, and one 
awaits the pulJIication of the reply. 

THE TEMPERANCE MOVEMENT. 

, This week the annual general meeting of the 
Indian Temperance Association has been held, 
under the chairmanship of Lord Clwyd, supported 
by that splendid veteran in all good causes, Dr. 
Clifford, Mr. Leif Jones, to whom the temperance 
movement in this country owes so much. Mr.Arthul', 
a junior member of the Government and himself 
an ardent temperance man, Sir Mancherji Bhow
nag6ree and others, before a well-attended gather
ing of Iadians, Ceylonese and Europeans. The 
gathering was a great SUccess. Dr. Clifford and 
I.ord CI wyd laid graat emphasis upon the opportu. 
nities afforded for the advancement of the temper· 
ance ,oause in India by the transfer of control of 
the liquor traffic to the popular side of the pro. 
vincial Governments, and the responsibility this 
threw on the popular leaders for the proper educa
tion of public opinion. Foreign Affairs. 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 
The Irish situation has become iIioreasingly 

dangerous. Murder and arson have become oom
monplaces and the Government of Ireland Bill 
seems to promise little hope in the direotion of a 
settlement sinoe the majority of Irishmen entirely 
disapprove of the splitting up of Ireland into two 
seotion.. It is rnmoured'that the Government in
tend to introduce bold amendments, but th is seems 
improbable in view of Ulstor opposition. Sir 
Edward Carson has already rejected proposals for 
bringing the whole ofUlsler under one jurisdiotion 
as this would mean bringing in a population of 
which fuur-fifths would be Catholic, and if Ulster 
is not prepared to take a risk of that kind now, 
with a view to unity, it is very dfficult indeed to 
see how the Province can be coerced into some·· 
thing much biggn involving the whole of Ireland. 

The Polish War against the Bolshevists has 
created much feeling in this country where wide 
circles express the view that Poland is not acting 
without the moral and even the material support 
of the Allies, and that, even if Poland Rucceeds' in 
her present adventure, it' will simply be to pro· 
long and extend the present ohaotio conditions in 
Russia and, eventually, to consolidate the Russian 

people in preparation for a war of revenge. which 
will have its repercussions over tbe whole of Eu· 
rope and AsiB. The neWB that the Bolsheviks, 
have invaded Persia come as an unwelcome re
minder that Soviet Russia is not without its means. 
of aggressive defence against the Allies. of whom 
the most get-at-able is Britain. 

The great French strike has ignominiously 001-

la"sed as everybody imagined it would do. The 
C. G. T., which has been dragged at the heels of 
the edremists, who now aocuse it of ha.lf·hearted
ness, if not treachery, now has publicly to adm,it 
defeat. It is significant that the. speoial corres
pondent of the Daily Herald in Paris explains the
reason for the oollapse on the ground th .. t tae
strike had not the sup port of the workers as a 
whole, and he points out that the net effect of this. 
foolish movement, whiob has riven the whole
Labour Party asunder, has been to encourage 
the rea.ctionary forces. It will be a long time be
fore French Labour will reCover from the blow. 
Meanwhile, as the .Da'ly Herald correspondent 
remarks, the National'Federal Committee of the 
C. G. T is faced with the painful task of register
ing a situation, which it is beyond iis power to 
remedy, and ascertaining who is to blame. 

SELECTION. 

THE COCHIN GOVERNMENT AND 
THE DEPRESSED CLASSES. 

RAO BAHADUR T_ VlJAYARAGHAVA CHARIAR, Diwan 01 
CochiDJ who presided over a big Ezhuva meeting at tb&
Ernakulam College HaU OD Thursday. the 13th May, said in 
the oourse of bis speeoh :-

Whether in education or in,oilier matters, the policy o· 
the Government ha.s been ibe POli3,. upon which has been
buUt the British Empire in India a.nd which more and more is.. 
becoming the polioy of every country in the oivilised world .. 
This polioy is, in a few worda, 'that of equality of treatmentt
equality of opportunity. I am repeatedly told that Coohin is. 
a country of peculi&1' oustoms and practioes, and I must bEt 
oarefulnot tD &-Pitly to it the ssme rule as in British. India. 
I must confess. however. tha.t I fa.il to see what there is in the-
oonditions of Cochin that oall for a different: treatmen<t. Ou. 
the other hand.. tb.e enlightened polioy of suocessive -rulers.. 

lof Cochin has laid down equality of treatment as tbe basis of 
their rule. This is not on17 in aoool"dance with the spirit of" 
toleration which has always characterised the Hindu rulers~ 
but is in strictest accordance with the basic principles of 
Hinduism itiself. The lives and careers of a aeries of great 
Hindu religious reformers. both Vaishnavite and 8aivite, in 
aou&:herDJ Western and North-ern India have illustrated the. 
great- prinoiple .that in the eyes of God DO caste ill to be
despised as low or unholy and that a Hindu can be dograded' 
not by birth but OWl" by his actions. They have proelaimed 
-n imperishable &aoents of truth and beauty the elernal verity 
~at all Hindus a'ra equal. It is, therefore, impossible to aBsert 
that \hpre i. anything in the constitution of the State or i's
history to pr60lude the application of these grea.t principles. 
of human liberty and freedom which have been proved in thl>-
10D8 procesa of bistory to be the only prinoiples OD which & 

stable Government can be founded. 
.And, ooming to matters of detail. the prinoiples whioh ara

beiDg applied by the present Government are not Dew priDoi-· 
plea enunoiated for 1 he first time. It hal long been an 
aooepted maxim of the Cochin courts that in the eye of the laW' 
all men are equal. The Educational Code made. twelve yeare.: 
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. :ego lay. down'tb&'l aU classel:·dfSis J[ighrres'" subjeou an 
·.a1dtled to admi8sion to BOhool. maintained or aided from 
publio fundI. and the Standing Orders of the Cochill Goverl1~ 
ment recognise that members of every caslie are elig'lble for 
public aenioe. There il nothing new. therefore, or stanling ill 
the prinoiples asserted by the Government j only the Govern
ment have been steadily insisting on tbe praotical observance 
of tbese principle .. 

It has beeD freely asserted that. the polioy of the Govern
:ment has been leading to trouble DetwMA the different. 
-uoRUnuniCies. I ha va been at some paiDs to verify this statement, 
aDd I find the lio-oalled trouble is Dot Dew, but· has been in 

...xistence DOW for OV8I' forty yean when Ezhuvaa in this State. 
Travancofe and South Malabar began '0 sbake oft' their 
-ancient bood.. The trouble i. neither of recent nor of 

--administrative origin as alleged. Wjt;h the spread of eduoation 
and oivilisation and the ideas of freedom whioh they engender~ 
"'it is impossible, even if we wish it, to keep castes in their 
..ancient habit of unquestioning obedienoe 10 the diotates of a 
superior social body or oommunity, since social jUltice is 

... weeping throughout the country, and it. is madness to expeot 
.!that Coohin aloDoe can bo kepi as a sbeltered backwater, aafe 
..frcm theae revolutionary ideas. r have been asked why 
I should not. take a strong line and have been assured that 
~t would prevent all troubl~ I do not think this argument 
•• worth answering. The Government exists for the benefit 
AOt. of any partioular castes or olasles. but of the com. 

""!1lUnlty 8B a whole" It nny pa.rty breaks the law swift and 
=8ure punishment will foUow. The· law ia bound to protect 
---everybody in the enjoyment of his rights. 

I have beaD asked. what is the motive of GovernmeDt in 
pur.uing ibis poliGY' My only motive is to make Cocbin 
~eany srettt in the eye. of the civilised world. I wIsh to be 
able to "ell a viahor tv Caohin, like Sir Narayan Cbandavar. 
.Iter. fot iUltaDC8, that in CochiD there iB a U fair field aod DO 
favour." I do not wiBh to be obliged to conceal from him 
th~n •• whicb I feel cannot redound to our oredit. If my 

...-obnot we. only tha.t. of self-gratifioaiio~ Ioould find it sooner 
b7 letting the depreased olasses alone. No administrator who 
value. hi' peaoe of mind or Ii quiet life will take up. the 
~ue&liion of tbe depressed classes here. I know very well that 
.f I lett it alone. evel7body-that is. everybody who is ani ... 
... ula.e-.. ilI ~ hapw, and I shall b. happy too. Bu. I f •• 1 
that is D~t the way to une Cochin.. I feel what ia to be 
SOught IS not lb~ passing Interests of 'lihe houri hut the 

..permanent proapenty and grealiDea of the State. And that 
","an be dODe only by letdDg ever,. claas and community rise:'t 
che Cull stature of ita manhood. .. 0 

To the high., classes, the BrahmaD& aDd Nai- I 
'''Lo k I.h 1 i -~ ··y. o 0 e rea ntereSlis of the oouotry and not to those of 
~ardcular Oas18l or claQUe Lock ahead and 8ee to the 
.ntereltl no' of to .. day or to-morrow but the permanent -
~e~B3ta of the oountry, 20,50 or a h~Ddt&d years henee. I ad~~; 
1t IS no' pleasant lio give up old time·honoured privileges and. 
'&0 treat an equul terma a man who yesterday was below 
..But will you nct make tba\ aaorifioe for the Bake of the la!:; 
interutl of the oountry P" To the eduoated men the higher 
--(tlass~ I say: If Do you not think it :rOW' duty in view of the 
eduoatlon you have reoeived to, 1'0 farthv th 
ih at' I \__ an a more 

~or loa 8UU6Qllption to the doo\rine of 8qunUty leavina 
things to adjua' tbenuielve8? DoubtleaBt things will adjust 
"themlelve .. but don't JOU think it i. Jour duty "lio take an 
-301.1ve part in the ploaeas and _pare the pain and "the- trouble 
'Wh!cb a .l~" prooess of adjl1&tlllent unhelped by you·produoes! 
Do you ihonk your .du.y il w!l!ol .... tly don. by oaying: 'Th_ 

-<oasta ari •• anoes will gradually be remO'f'-&d. ~ Witbout action 
on Dl1 par. thin .. will right themselvee in the course of 
yeal'll?' Don·t JOU think that from. ,.our owa point of Tiew 
it ia a g'l'fIat JOIS o! moral and .personal power that ,.~U Ihould 
be ~Db'H. to~. light that is wilihin you' With the new 
feehng or patrloti8ill produoed in the m&t ten Jears iQ ih 
·rest. of the country a .reat chance has "liahn placl in .cOia~ 
maUfl'8. DOll~"Ii 70U \hink that pfople In. Cochin lIhould also 
.how lb., the), .are & part of India and that; J(lu are not; 

• 

...... If_d by th. g ..... I·.ilIe df .. bought .hat iB ...... pillli: OVer 
the rest of India Y 

You say that. puhlic opinion iaagainst me in this ma.tter. 
Remember however that you yourselves stand at the bar of the 
much larger publio opinion of India. I am afraid we ha\""s too 
long beeD accustomed to judge thinga from the UrI'OW point 
of view of Cochin. Remember that there Is a very much 
larger public. opinion whioh wHl look a' maUera from & rnuo.b 
broader point of .,.iew, and from the larger national point of 
view than from a small parochial &tandpoint~ 

Remember that, even if you wish it. things will not stop 
where you like them \0 stop. The rising sense of nlf-respect 
of the depressed claSB68 reseni8 ma.ny of the practices and 
oust oms whioh their ancestors aDd t.heir elders submiited to 
witbout question. Plesse use your imagination aud realise 
what and how you JOU1'Ieif will feel and aot, if you were in the 
position of the depressed olasses. When yon express an
noyanne at the modern ~huva young rna!! findlng offence in 
hoary pra.otices which hi. fathers quietly aubmitted to, a.re 
you quite sure that you have lirled to look at the question 
from. the olher man's point of vidw? How would you like it. is 
when you went to Madras for your University studies you 
were ordered off pratiou)al" road. ·on the ground "lihat your pre
aenca was a pollution? V~ry often in these matters we ar·e 
guilty of injustice more unoonsciously than cOllBoiouall". It is 
so diffiouh ior a mao who has been in the privileged posit-ion 
to realise thefeeHngs of a man who is in a position ofiuferior
ity. Try to get iuSide his skin, use your imagination; you, 
will probably find that you begin to understand and finany 
sympathise with the other JUan's point of vjew~" 

TOPICS OF THE WEEK. 

THE Indian public are greatly indebted to 
Mr. Andrews and a oorrespondent of the Leader 
for the details of ·th. recent happenings in Fiji. 
When one reads these oommunications whioh give 
a graphio description of the sufferings and in
dignities inflioted on helpless Indians in that 
colony, one canno~ help ooming to the conolusion 
that in far-off Fiji, the Punjab tragedy has been 
repeated on a smaller scale. The oircumstances 
under which firing on an unarmed crowd took 
place, and the events leading to the arrest of men 
and women deserve careful investigation by' an 
independent commission. It is also doubtful 
if there was need for the promulgation of Re~ula. 
tions under sec. 2 (e) of the Public Safety in 
Times of Givil Commotion Ordinanoe. 1920. which 
practically amounted to a deolaration of martial 
law. This fact also needa consideration. We 
earnestly hope that the Government of India will 
take immediate steps to press on the attention of 
the Fiji Government the Deed for suoh an enquiry 

• • • 
THE oirQumstanoes of the oase are so similar 

to those of the Punjab that we are tempted to 
draw some le.sons whioh are applioable to both 
happenings. It is a notorious fact that the Punjab 
Government in a state of panio. with the avowed 
apprQval of the Government of India. treated tbe 
British Indian subjeots of His Majesty in a oruel 
msnner, and that as a recognition of this 
cruel service the satrap rMeived encomium~ 
for saving the iuat of the British Raj. Wilo 
would wonder if the Government of Fiji treat· 
ed with no onsideration the Indians in Fiji, for 
most of them are after all 'coolie.: We hope it i. 
not too much to eIpect the Indian Government to 
move in the matter and demand an open enquiry • 
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