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TOPICS OF THE WEEK,

India of April 23 makes commants on eertain
matters oontained in the draft manual of business
proposed for the provincial legislatures by the Gov-
sronmsant of India. Woe oannot imagine any wvalid
reason for supplying coples of the manual only in
England and not supplying them in this country.
The Covernment have taken stepa to consult non-
official opinion both in the provinoces and at the
ecentre in framing rules, and although Bengal
seoms to have a grievancs in the matter, other
provinoces have liitle to complain ef, so far as
opportunities for giving sounsel are comeermed.
Yo are not unmindfal of the criticiam levelled
against the one-sided composition of the com-
mittee appointed to advise the Government of
India, This eriticiam is just and we hava our-
selves endorsed it, but on the whole, conaidering
- the time at the disposal of the Government, it must
ba acknowledged that they have taken effactive
measures to oonsult non-officials, and we have
heard no complaints of any attempt on the part
of the Government at whittling away the Aet,
whatever honest differences of opinion may have
arisen st the informal meetings of the advisory
hodigs. But the fact ia there that lively ap-
prahenaions are felt that sush will be the result,
spd the Government only lend suppert to this
suspioion by withholding from the general public
in this ocountry information whioh they make
available in England.

- » * *

ONE of the proposed rules included in the
manuai i8 as followa;

The membsr aaking lsave ({0 maks a motion for the
adjournment ) must hand to ths Prosident a written state-
meont of the matier proposed 1o bs dissumsed, and muas
surnex sherto the consent of the Governor to his motion.

It seems inconceivable that such a preposterous
rule should pass the scrutiny of Parliament, but
that the Government of India should proposs it, is
itself exceedingly strange. The Joint Committes,

1 as he

in recommending that the Governor should not
preside over the sitiings of tha council said: they
“ attribute the greatest importanee to this question
of the presidency of the legislative council. "It
will in their opinion, conduce to the successful
working of the new counocils if they are imbued
from the commencoment with the spirit and ocon-
ventions of parliamentary procedurs as dsveloped
in the Imperial Parliament.” One would have
thought the Governor would be excluded attogether
from the whole business of regulating the pro.
ceedings of the council. It is nothing less than
an outrage upon parliameniary usage {o require
the consent of the Governor to a motion for an
adjournmoent of the hoase. Such a motion “on a
definite matter of urgent public importance' is
a most valued privilege of the house, which eannot
be enjoyad on the sufferance of the bureaucraocy.
Evon now the Governor's consent is nol necessary
to such a motion; hereafter the Governor should
have no eoncern with the matier. Our -con--
temporary alsc oritioises rules as to the power
propossd to be retained by theé Governor in dis-
sllowing the puiting of questions and the moving
of resolutions. This too must remain outside the
soape of the intereforence by ths executive. But
it is not worth while to pursue the master till we
have the final draft of the rules as it has emerged
from e¢onsuitations with the informal advisory
committee.
» [ -

IN what precise manner General Dyer has
besn dealt with we do not know. That he has
been asked to go is oertain: that he will he
deprived of his commission there seems tittle doubt.
A compassionate pension is spoken of in his case;
such an idea must be stoutly resisted. India's
treasury must not bear an anna's burden en
hiz aceount He is still unconsoious of any
wrong-doing on hia part. He bragged in England
that all Englishmen approved of the massacre
bragged in India that all thoughtful
Indiana supported him. The statement is as
untrue of the one class as of the other. The
Times of India, which certainly represents the
better mind of Eurcpeans in this country, express.
es deep disgust at this episode. Unfortunately,
however, that paper is almost as solitary among
English-edited papers voicing their “sense of
irremovable shame ** as the Indian Mirror is the
only ocne amongst Indian-edited papers {o approve
‘of General Dyer’s action. We have not the least
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doubt, however, that the Times of India expresses
the true feelinz of the European community, al-
though its comment stands in such sharp contrast
with that appearing almost in every other Anglo-
Indian paper.

L % »

AN illustration of the manner in which ex-
tremist politiciansbeliftle the merits of the Govern-
ment of India Act is afforded by the interpretation
" which Mr. Bepin Chandra Pal puts upon a ssop-
tenece in paragraph 4 of the Joint Select Commit-
tee’s Report. Answering criticisms made sgainst

the system of dyarchy, the Committee say :

Itg eritics forget that the promouncemenst { of the 20th
August, 1917 ) spoke of a substantial step in the direotion
'of the gradusal development of self-governing inetitutions
with a view to the progressive realisation of responsible

. government and not of the partial introeduciion of responsi-
ble governmsent ; and it is thie distinction whick Justifies
the method by which the Bill imposes responsibility, both

' on ministers to the legislative oouneil and on the members
of the legislative council to their conatituents, for the re-
sults of that part of the admtntstrst;on which is trans-
ferred to their charge.

It is clear that in this passage the Committee prac-

tically adopted the contention of thoss who
argued that the terms.of the proncuncement made

dyarchy inevitable : tha.t responsible government

must be introdued from the outset and thit jts
sphere must be widened by successive stages.
®* = 0= E 3 ’
WHETHER this contention is valid or not is a
different matter. But & passage which® purports to

justify a method of government imposing respon-

sibility ought not to be construed, as Mr. Pal does,

to mean that there is no sort of responsibility pro~

vided for anywhere in the Act, even as regards
transferred departments. He says:
This ought to diseipate all notions that the Moutagu
Aot gives the legislatures in the provinces any manner of
real contro} in regard to the so-called transforred subjects.
The difference betwesn the reserved and transferred de-
partments is simply this, namely, that while in regard
to the reserved departmeunts the Governor's authority is
equally shared by his exesutive councillors,-and ke cannot:
sxcopt under vory oxceptional circumstances, override the
decision of the majority of his exeoutive oounsil; in regard

to the so-calied transforred departments, ho shares his au-

. thority neither with his exeoutive council nor with his
ministers, but can, in so far as the Aot is concerned,
act upon his sole respomsibility whenever he Snds his
rainisters do not accept his adviss. ., . And this being the
real mensure of the powers of minlsters, it has bseen
truly ssid that the position of these high-sounding off-
oials will differ very little from that of the secretariss
to the Goversment.

* » *

MR. PAL’S deseription is true enough of the
position that was assigned to the ministers in the
Government of India's dispateh of March 5 of last
" year, but it is a sheer travesty of the Joint Com-
mittea’s recommendations in this behalf The
QCommittee ssy :

He { the Governor ) should never hesitate to point out
to ministers what he thinks is the wrong course or warn
them if he thicks they ore taking the right course. But
if aftor hearing all the arguments, ministers should decide
not to adopt his advice, shen, in the opinicn of the Com-

raitteo, the Governor should ordinarily allow minigters to
have their way, fizing the responsibility upon them, evan
if it may subssquently be necessary for him to veto any
particular piece of legislation. It is not possible but that
in India, as in all other countries, mistakes will be made
by ministers, aoting with the =approval of » majority
of the legislative oouncil, but thers is no way of learning
exoept through experience and by the rsalisation of
responsibility.

Again

Ministers who enjoy the confidence of & majority in
their legislative council will be given the fullest oppor-
tunity of managing that field of govarnment which ie
enirustad to their care. In their work they will bs as-
sisted and guided by the Governor, who will acoept their
advice and promote their policy whenever possible. If he
finds himself compelied to sot against their advice, §# wifl
oniy be in circumsiances roughly analogous 1o those in
which he has fo cverride ki3 executive council.

The words which we have italicised in the above
passage shows how absolutely groundless is the
fear that the institution of transferred depart-
ments will, instead of conceding any real power,
remave the only check, however imperfect, that is
now impoasd upon the autooracy of the Governor.
Mr. Pal also maintains that the Montagu Aectdoes
not confer on the provincial legislatures any
manner of control over the provincial sxecutives.
The fact is that, so far as transferred subjects are
concerned, the legistature’s comtrol is complete,
' L J * *

THE criticism lavelled by Mr. Pal against the
Reform Act is, of course, ridiculously wide of the
mark, and yet the Nationalists cannot help pro-
fessing eoncurrence with it. Should they differ,
they would, by implication, own to too many good
points in it to it in with the character which
they wish to give it. If a fairly large domain of
provincial government is entrusted to the charge of
the ministers, and if over this feld the ministers,
responsible {o the popular legislature, axercise con-
trol, without the inferference of the bureaucracy,
then this statement itself beliss the epithet “dis-
appointing,” which the Congress has stamped upon
the Aot. But agresment with Mr. Pal's eriticism
leaves the Nationalists no alternative but to accept
the policy which he proposes o them for adoption,
viz. to decline the office of ministers. Ifministers,
even under the scheme recommended by the Joint
Committee, are to be in no betier position than the
one described by Mr. Pal, no one can accept office
without loss of self-respect. When the Govern-
ment of India’s fifth reform dispatch was publish-
ed, we said that no self-respecting Indian counld
oonsent to become a minister if the reactionary
modifications suggested wore therein confirmed.
If the Nationalists. read the Joint Committee’s
report and the Act in the way Mr. Pal does, and if
the powers of the legislature and the non-official
exscutive are praotically the same as were in-
tended for them by the Government of India, the
oourse urged by Mr. Pal is the only one open to
them. They cannot “honestly’”” make themsslves
responsible for carrying out the provisions of the

Act. Mr. Pal bae placed them in a dilomma.
» * #*
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IT must be concoded in fairness to Mr. Pal,
that, for those who take the pessimistic view of
the reforms which the Congress has sanctioned,
there is no getting away from the policy of uni-
form opposition which he has been advocating
with great force in the pages of the JIndependent,
He would have the Nationalists play the réle of
the Opposition. They are to bethe unfriendly crities
of all measures proposed by the executive, what-
ever ithe intrinsic merits of those measures may
be. Bad measures they will naturally oppose ; but
gocd measures also they must oppose, for some
defect or another in them, which one can easily
discover if one is bent upon doing so. A bill for
compulsory education, for instance, is to be op-
posed if it is accompanisd by a proposal for
taxation, notbhecsuse fresh taxation is not necessary
( it may be mecessary for aught one knows), but
because it iz the business of the Opposition to
oppose. There iz only this difference between the
Opposition party in western coaniries and the one
Mr, Pal proposes for India, that the Opposition
hare is to remain in opposition till full responsi-
ble government is established. Mr., Pal carefully
oonsiders whether it would be easier to produce
deadlocks, which is theavowed objectof this policy,
by the Nationalists nominslly taking office and
trying from within to bring the administration to
a standstill, But he cannot trust his party to be so

.averse from power as all this implies—theraare too
many black sheep in it to remder this course
foasibla. To ensure sucoess for his policy, there-
fore, Mr. Pal recommends that the Nationalists
should remsain in perpetual opposition till full
home rule is won and, utilising every possible
opportunity of obstruciion which the new econsti-
tution places within their reach, cause the maxi-
muin amount of friction and trouble to the execu-
tive, and bring about & breakdown of government.

- ] #* L 4

MR. PAL is one of the Trinity in the Nationa-
list pantheon, but now there is none so poor as to
do him reverence. The Nationalists de not deign
even to show him the common courtesy of exami-
ning his proposals. They condemn them out of
hsnd as though they were afraid lest, on reasoned
examination, it should appear'that, starting from
the same point, they have to reach the same alarm-
ing oonclusion which he has drawn. A solitary
journal like the Janmabhumi may eay: “'if the re-
forms are not up to the mark, cur duty is clear
—ohuck up the whole lof,”™ but with the rest of
the exponents of the Nationalist thought, mum’s
the word. They inwardly resent that Mr. Pal
should tnke them at their word, as it were, and
strictly interpreting the expressions used by
them in voioing thelr dissatisfaction with theshort-
comings in the Acf, should lead them, by a few
short steps of unanswerable logic, to a conclusion

whioh is so very distasteful to them.
& *» *

IT must ever be inconsistent with the charac-
ter of the Congress as a national institution to

play the part of one constituent party in it and to
run candidates in its interest. Bul, even assuming
that & fundamental change in its original charac-
ter is now to be effected and that it is to be made
apartyorganisation,at any rate the eriterion divid-
ing the shesp from the goats ought to be clearly in-
telligible and ocapable of only ona interpretation.
concurrence with the Amritsar reforms resolution
is made the acid test in the present case, but that
resolutiod itself, as is now plain, was, for the
purpose of preventing an open rupture, deliberately
so phrased as to disguise differences of a radical
character. If is not & mere chance that the Amrit-
sar resolution is interpreted to endorss the poliey
respectively of co-operationand obstruection by two
schools, but the resclution was of set purpose so
framed as to admit of two interpretations in con-
trary directions. And this very resolution, stand-
ing Janus-wise with different faces to different
sats of politicians, is made the touchstone of one’s
loyalty to the Congress and is being used to eox-
clude the Liberal party ! It is noteworthy that none
of the leaders oufside the Liberal ranks, who
ordinarily are exfremely anxious for unity, has
raised his voice of protest againat the worst ex-
clusive tactics that have yst been proposed in this
country. But by now even the theory about the
Congress is changed—Mr. Tilak’s paper deolares
thaf, striotly speaking, the Congress €s a party
organisation. There is of course an end of ths
matter, so far as Mr. Tilak iz concerned.
* * 3

HAVE any changes bean effeoted in the dirge-
tion of popularisation of government in the con-
stitutions of the Crown Colonies? The Under-
Sscretary of State for the Colonies made a statement
to the following effect : Stops have been tsken to
introduce an elected element into the Legislative
Council of the East Africa Protectorate, and there
has been an increase of the unofficial element in
the Councils of Gambia and the Gold (oast.
Proposals for a reform of the Ceylon constitution
arg now under consideration. Those for constitu-
tional reforms in Malta are based upon the
general prineciple that “the lsgisiative, administra-
tive, and financial control of all the purely loeal
funotions of government will bes entrusted to the
loesl Legislature and to Ministers respoansible to
that Legislature, the conirol of the services re-
gerved as apportaining to the position of Malta as
an Imperial fortress and harbour remaining vested
in the Governor." In Uganda a Legislative Coun-
¢il is being established,

» » -

MR. TEAEKEAR, who has gons to Puri to or-
ganiss famine relief, reports: The disiressed arca
is about 250 square miles consisting of about 500
villages with a population of one lakh and a half.
The distress has developed since August last. Now
gratuitous relief is being given to over 5000 perscns
from four centres and 3 free kitchens have heen
opened, but relief works for able-bodied persons
are badly needed.
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COMPULSORY LABOUR.

IN March Mr. Spoor asked the Under Secretary
of State for the Colonies (1) whether a Government
Commission on Native Labour sat in British East
Afries in 1912-13 ; whether the Hon. A, . Hollis,
C. M. G., Secretary for Native Afiairs, gave evi.
dence showing that labour recruited through the
native chiefs was in practice compulsory labour;
whether it is the policy of His Majesty's Govern-
ment now to introduce compulsory labour in
British East Africa; if not whether the Governor’s
inetruetions to Provincial and Distriet Commis.
sioners, that the onus of finding labour was to be
put on native chiefs and elders, will now be with-
drawn : {2} Whether the Governor of British East
Africa has issued instructions {o Provincial and
District Commissioners to inform native chiefs
and elders that it is part of their duty to advise
and encourage young men in their areas to go out
and work on plantations; whether any such duty
has been imposed by law on native chiefs and
elders; if not on what authority the Governor's
statement was made; on what authority .reports

ara called for on any headman who is impervious

to His Excellenocy’s wishes; and what is the nature
of the action which the Governor proposes to take
against any such headman? To this question
Lieut.-Col. Amery returned an evasive answer. He
avoided a reference to the Commission of 1912 and
only promised that the whole question of native
labour in East Afriea would be discussed with the
Qovernor by the Colonial Secretary on his return.
The reader, we aresure, will be anxious to know all
about this Commission. We give an aceount below
in the words of Mr. Leonard Woolf, who in his report
to the Labour Research Department has described
in sufficient detail the evidenes given'by the white
gottlers and the Commission’s recommendstions,
The report has just been published in the form of
a book entitled “ Empire and Commerce in India™
by Allen & Unwin. '

In 1912 the complaints of the European land-
owners and farmers with regard to the shortage of
labour induced the Government of Brishsh East
Africa to appoint a * Native Labour Commission ™
to enguire and report on the subjest. The Com-
mission consisted of a Judge, two Civil Servants,
the Chief Enginear of the Uganda Railway, four
persons representing the European community,
and two European missionaries, The Report to-
gother with the evidenoce was published in British
East Africa, but not in England.

A large number of European planters and
farmers gave evidence. They all complained of the
difficulty of obtaining native labour. Their evi-
dence was confirmed by the Secrstary for Native
Affairs. The native would not work voluntarily
for a wage, but only if he was forced out of the
Reserves to work, “ It was, generally speaking,
not the really able-bodied, but the old and young
who were forced out to work.” The method of
sorcing the native out to work was described by

this Government official. The white settlers go o

an Agent who undertakes to supply native labour -
from the Reserves. A native who leaves the
Raserve to labour has to . be registered with the
District Commissioner. * There was no doubt at
the present time,” said Mr. Hollis, " that when-
ever an Agent wanted labour, he went to the chiefs
and bribed them, with the result that & number of
men were brought to the Commissioner to be re-
gistered. If £} ese men were asked if they wanted
to go they often said: ‘No.'. .. One conld not call
this voluntary labour.”

~ The evidence of a Chief, Muturi, shows how
this system of forced labour actually works in the
Reserve. “If,” he said ( p. 238), " word came .
through the Distriot Commissioner that a Euro-
pean previously unknown te¢ him wanted labour,
he would summon a large number of men, and ask
who wanted to go. If the number fell short of that
asked for he would report to the Government
Officor, and if informed that he must make the

o, L

number complete, he would order certain men to ;
go. A spearman would ba sent to arrest any man :

who refused to go, and he wounld be taken before
the Native Council at headguarters, by which he
would be fined three goats for disobeying the chief.

The goats would be slaughtered and eaten by the .
Council. The Council would then order him to :

go to work, an order which he could not escape '

4

obeying.” The white farm-owners are very much
agsainst any Distriet Commissioner who does mof }
lend himself to this system of forced labour. Mr.
Owen Grant, of the East Afrioan Estates Company, ‘
Limited, said (p. 10): * Every possible assistance
bad been given him by District Commissicners, but
he considered that they were very much hampered
by rules and regulations. It was wrong, however,
that District Commissioners should ask natives
who were brought before them to be registered
whether they wished to go out and work. The
native would naturally always say ‘No.” ”

RV —

Such native labour as is obtained by the white .

settlor is, therefore, on the evidence of the Secrs-
tary for Native Affairs, forced labour. Let us exa-
mine the conditions of employment which are

offered and refused by voluntary, and imposed |

upon forced labour. The evidence of the planters
and farmers shows that the wages paid by them
vary from Re. 3 per month (4s. a mounth, ora little
over a penny & day ) to Rs. 7 per month {9a. 4d. a
month, or a littla over threepence a day ). One

native labour appeared to him to be excellent.
“He himself had had splendid results from utilizing

 planter said that methods of indenturing young

child labour on his farm, both boys and girls of .

about fourteen yesrs of age. ... Children were
paid at the rate of Ra. 1 {1s. 4d.} for fourteen days
aotual work, without food.”

It is perhaps natural that an employer should
consider that results are excellent when he can
obtain children of fourteen years of age to work
for him for one penuy a day, and able-bodied men
for threepence s day, the hours of labour varying -

e kb B
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from eleven to nine (with one to éwo hours’ break
at mid-day). It is perhaps also natural that even
Bast African natives will not work for these om-
ployers unless they are forced to do. The disincli-
nation of the native to work on the white man's
farm becomes even more inielligible when one en-
quires into the way in which he is treated. When
the labour recruiting agent has bribed the chief and
the chief has mads hisforced levy on the tribe and
registered his viotims before the Distriot Commis-
gioner, the labourers have to be removed frem the
Reserve fo the white msan's farm. The Commis-
sioners reported that the disinclination of the
natives to go and work on these farms was in part
due to the method in which this removal was con-
duoctad on the railway. The gonditions are thus
described by the Commissioners {p. 325} ¢
It is an acknowledgsd fact that uative lsbourers sare
paokeqd tight into sha ordinary third-olass coaches and
even iron-coverad goods vans daring their journeys, which
msy extend to taree consecutive days and nights, i they
are travelling the whole length of the line, as thoy are
not conveyed by the ordinary pussenger trainm and sre
liabls to be side-tracked to allow other trains to take pre~
cedanos of them. The heat during the day, owing to the
want of ventilation and the eramping for ssveral bours at
a strstoh, must bs well-nigh intolerable., Combined withk
this ia the sustom of looking the doors for long pericds
during the journey, with the natural result that the coa-
chen become fouled, adding to the already inhsman crowd-
ing on unsspeakable imsanitary condition, In addition
water oan only be obtained now at such places where the
doora ars unlocked in acoordancs with existing railway
regulations, {[talics ours.}

Under such eonditions the British Government
and English settlers have found it impossible to
inculecate in the native mind the dignity of human
labour. Perhaps we should at this point say with
Montesguieu, “If I had to prove our right o make
the negros slaves, I would say: the people in
question are black from head to foot; their noses
aro so flat that it is imposasible to pity them. OQOne
cannot believe that God, who is & very wise Being,
has placed a soul, at any rate a good soul,ina
body which is completsly black."

At any rate, even with these inducements in
the rate of wages and the amenities of railway
travel, and with the system of uncificial compulsion
described above, the English settlers could not in-
duce the natives to work forthem. The planters and
farmers who gave evidence before the Government
Commission wers practionlly unanimous in their
demands for a solution of this labour problem.
Their solution was a simple ons. They asked the
Government to cut down the native Reserves so
that they would be unable to maintain the native
population and to increase the hut tax to Rs. 10
for those natives who did not work on a European
farm while reducing it for those who did work. At
the same time many of them asked Government to
fix by law & standard wage of Rs. 4 {5s. 44.)a
month.

It will be sesn that this is & demand for
slavery pure and simple. The reader who is fami-
liar with the psychology of economioc imperialism

may, perhaps, be disposed to think that I have mis-
understood or exaggerated the demands of. these
Enpglishmen, I have not. Nearly every white setftler
who gave evidence bafore the Commission was in
favour of these proposals. I will quote at random
from their evidence. Mr. H. Soott of Limoru
said {p. 5 ):

In his opinion the free movement of natives from one
locality to another abould bs done away with., Tkia
would go s long way $o0 solve the labour diffioulty. . . .
_His idea was that the nativass resident in suy one District
should supply the labour for the Distriet. . . . 4
standard wage of Rs. 4 should, he thought, bo established.
.. . Inoreased taxation would, he thonght, increase the
labour supply, not 80 muoh, howevser, near fowns, as ia
such cases the natives would be ablsto obtain the mneces-
sary money by raising and selling of additionai produce.
Boys who worked for s certaio number of months in the
year should pay less than those who did not work at. all.
The tax, therefors, should bs raised to Rs. 18 for boys who
4did not work, and reduced to Es. 3 for those who worked.

Mr. Fletcher of Eyambu said (p. 7):

In his opinion the only way to obtain more labour wonld
be through inoveasing ths cost of the natives living by
means of additional taxation. He was in favour of a
fairly heavy Poll Tex with s remission proportionats to
the numbser of months & native had worked for a Euro-
pean farmer, The farmer would grant a certificate to all
n&tives working for him showing the lepgth of time ha
had been employed. A ocertifosie from Indians should
not.be accepted. . . . The Roserves ware & great deal tao

- large....If the Beserves were eut down suficiently it
would undouhtedly have the effact of turning off a large
numbor of natives who would be mads ta work for their
living.

Mr. P. E, Watcham of Ruaraka eaid (p. 9):

Rexorves, he thoughs, should be cut down so aa to force

the natives to take up their residence on European farms.

These quotations, which aratypioal of the pro.
posals in the 300 pages of gvidence which the
Report containe, show clearly enough the attitude
of the English settlers. In their opinion the
native has no right to land and no right to live
his life for himself; he shonld be compelled to
work on the white man's land for a wage fixed at
twopence per day by law by the white man. They
propose to use the power of the Stats to cut down
the land, in oocupation by the natives, until it is
unable to support the native population. The
native will thus be faced by ihe amlternatives of
starvation or of working for the sstiler on the
seitler’s torms. And in order to make the result
still more certsin the ecost of the natives’ living is
to be inoreased by faxation, so that they will be
ocompelled to work for the white man in order to
sarn sufficient money to pay the taxes. Ii may be
sdded that in British Nysasaland this system had
already been adopted, and there the native who
cannot prove that he bas worked has to pay
double taxses.

The white settlers, it will be observed, ropeat-
edly in their sevidence stated that the native
Reserves were much “ too large.” But Dr. Norman
Leys, Government Madical Officer, Mombasa,
stated ( p. 274 ):

The inadsquacy of the Ressrve in the Fort Hall snd
Nyeri diassrict for future development is patent. There is
listle unused land except what is necessary for pasture
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and fallow. There is s consisnt movement down into the
poorer land on the plains { Crown land } from pressure be-
hind. ... The Reserves are thus below the standard de-
manded by Sir Edward Grey from the Congo Free State,
namely, land adeguute for the development of fwo genera-
tionas.
The views of the English settlers which we have
given above are merely a refleotion of the
beliefs and desires of economie imperialism. The
Government, they hold, should see that the land
and peoples of British East Africa perform the
function destined for them, namely, to promote the
economic interests of the white settlers. The atti-
tude of the Commission in its Report and recom-
mendations towards these demands is very curious.
For instance, on the question of Reserves the Com-
mission held that ithad “imsufficient inform-
ation before it to decide whether the demarcated
Reserves are too large, though there seems to be &
goneral opinion in the counfry that this is the
case.” This was, it should be remembered, &
Aovernment Commission, and yet it statea that it
eannot obtain information as to0 whether the
Reserves sre or are not sufficient to maintain ths
native population. There is nothing in the
evidence recorded fo show that it attempted to get
the information. It quotes a ‘‘general opinion in
the country” that the Reserves are too large; but
that general opinion to which it refers was the
apinion only of white settlers, who frankly stated
that the Reserves ought to be cut down until they
could not support the native populstion. The
Commission in iits recommendations, in effect,
adopted the white seitlers’ demand and proposal,
though it did not state them quite so baldly. It
recommended that all natives living outside the
Reserves be removed within them, and that the
Reserves should then be re-demarcated and cut
down “with a view to reserving sufficient land for
the present population only.” The effect would
thorefore be that any increass of native population
would immediatsly make the Resarves insufficient
to maintain the pupulation, and natives would be
foreed out of the Reserves to work on the white
man’s land.

But the recommendstion of the Commission
with regard fo taxation is still more significant.
It started by stating that “it is recognized thst . ..
taxation does hring natives into the labourmarket,
but that to increase taxation... with a view to
increasing the supply of labour is unjustifiable.”
In the very next sentence, however, the Comission
expresses its opinion that Increased taxation
should be imposed upon natives to meet the ox-
~ penses of its recommendations, and that owing to

their wealth they are well abls to pay higher taxes
upon property. The casuistry of the Jesuit is
famous, but surely it was never equalled by this
casuistry of imperialism. For the recommenda-
tions of the Commission are not intended to pro-
mote the interests of the natives; the re-demarca-
tion of the Rcrerves, ete., are recommended as
means of increasing the iabour supply, of promot-

t

ing. the economic interests of the white settles,
The Commission admits that increasad taxation
will “bring natives into the labour market;” it
holds that inereased taxation in order to bring
natives into the labour market is -unjustifiable;
and then it finally recommends increased taxation
(which will bring natives into the labour market)
not in ordér to bring them into the market, but in
order to pay for other recommendations the whole
object of which is to bring natives into the labour
markst |

INDIANS IN EAST AFRICA,
{ Concluded from last $ssue.)

THE ECONOMIC COMMISSION.

A REFERNCE was msade sbove to Chapter 7 of
the Report of the Economic Commission. The
Commiesion appointed by the local Government
did not include a single Indian representative,
and by way of protest no Indian evidence was
tendered, and practicaliy no evidence bearing
upon the Indian situation was produced beafore the
Commission. Yet in that chapterthe Commission,
without supporting testimony of any kind,
delivered an attack upon the commercial methods
and thse private morality of the Indian Community
of such a character as it is impossible for any
self-respecting and high-spirited peopls for one
moment to tolerate. Thess allegations, of a most
offensive type, have been made with the very clear
object of creating an atmosphere of prejudice
against the Indian section of the population.
Europsan and Christian civilisation has been de-
liberately invoked and contrasted with Eastern
and non-Christian civilisation to the detriment of
the latter and in the alleged interests of the
native population and recommendations have
been made that the Protectorate should be treatad,
together with adjacent territories, as a quasi-
Dominion, and that power should be handed over
to the small olizarchy of white ssitlers, whose
views meed no elucidation in the light of the
declaration on the Indian question of the Conven-
tion of Associations of East Africa (the most im-
portant non-official body of Europeans in the
country, which is often known as “The White
Man's Parliament™), that their object was to
change the whole charaoter of the couniry and its
population by the stoppage of Indian immigration
and the gradual elimination of the Indian popa-
lation. The Indian Community has felt that such
a campaigh, undertnkea ostensibly on bshalf of
the native population, by the white setilers, is
hypocritical in the extreme. Thoss who are best
acquainted with local conditions and who can read
between the lines of the proceedings of the Conven.
tion of Associations and the Report of the Econo-
mije Commission, are under no illusion as to the
altruism of the motives of the European settlers.

The present agitation is strongly reminiscent
of similar campaigns condacfed at various times
in different parts of South Africa preliminary to
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the introduotion of anti-Asiatie legislation im-
posing further disabilities upon the residentIndian
populatfon., The Indiam Community in East
Africa has bitterly resented the imputations that
have been made against it, and it challenges im-
partial investigation. It desires at this stage to
make no oounter-charges, but it is content to
quots the opinion of the authorised representatives
of the Native people themseeives. Mr. C. F,
Andrews, who was specially deputed by the
Imperial Indian Citizenship Aassociation of
Bombay to investigate the situation in East
Africa recantly, made a special point of meating
the Prime Minister and the Chief Justice of
Uganda, two Ministers of the Native Parliament,
This is what Sir Apollo Kagwa, Prime Minister,
and Mr, Staisles Enganya,the Chief Justice, say
in & lotter to Mr. Androws: “With refersnce to
our meeting with you in our Native Parlinment
this morning, we beg to confirm in writing our
opinion we expressed on the following two points

which oame out—namely: {a} We do want the

Indians to remain in cur couniry, as we consider
that their being here would improve our country,
and would do no harm to the couniry. Besides,
wo find them moral people. We would, of course,
like better Indians. (&) We do not want our
country to be united to any other Protectorate,
for we consider that if this was done it would
greatly interfers with our Ugsnda Tresty, 1900,
and cur customs. We have other ressons hosides.
Therefore, we would vary muoh like this Protsec-
torate to remain as it is. ” Dr, Cook, the well-
known East African medical expert, has publicly
ocorroborated the evidence'of the Native leaders
regarding Indian morality. In the light of this
disinterested testimony, it is clear that the sole
motive for the hostile activitios of the European
Colonists lies in colour and race prejudice and
trade jealousy., It is significant, too, that the
Convention of Associationshas deliberately sought
to raise the question of religious privilege and
to destroy the religious neutrality for whish the

British Administration is supposed to stand, as the

word “Christian” does not appear in the original
draft of the deolaration that the Convention
oiroulated to its members. It is, howaver, no
funotion of His Majesty's Administration in
East Africa to promote specially any form of reli-
gious belief or civilisation. The threatening
attitude of the Eurcpean settlers towarda the
Indian colonists and sympathetic offioials alike
bas filled Indians with alarm lest His Majosty's
Government should mistake s olamorous and
spurious agitation, based upon orude self-intersst
for a reasoned demand for changes in the Ad-
ministration that will, if given efiect to, com-
pletely alter its oharaoter, with oalamitous con-
sequendes for the old-established Indian population.
Indians recogaise fully the fact that there are a
number of officials of all ranks in the couniry
who are anxious to administer it sympathetioally
and impartially. But they are not blind . to the

*

hoatile activities of the bulk of the European populas
tion, which includes a most viclent element, and
which threatens tham whenever they show ‘a dis-
position to fair-minded and just administration.
Recent episodes of this character ars well known,"
and it is strongly felt that His Majesty's Govern-
ment ought to discourage severely the anti-Indian
tendencies that are locally prevalent, and whiochg
are fraught with untold mischief to the Empire,
Having thus reduced to its true meaning and
propertions the European opposition, the Indian,
Community desires to place the following views
on record, in the knowledge that they have tha
support of the Indian people and the sympathy of

the Government of India.
WHAT INDIANB WANT.

It iz no longer possible for the people of
India and the Indian settlers in British Easi
Africa to tolerates or recognise anything in the
nature of racial differentiation, whether a3 a matter
of “administrative convenience” or by statutory
enactment. If the European seftlers could not
eontent themselves with equsality of treatmeni
with their Indian fellow-subjects, they need not
have oome to or stayed in a ocountry already
widely populated by Indians, and in which
Indians had preceded them by many generations;
and had His Majesty’s Government done their
duty towards the Indian population, the dis.
shilities to-day complained of would never have
been imposed. The Imperial Government have
never justified and eannot possibly justify to the
people of India the anti-Indian policy that has
been taoitly and officially adopted for the past
thirteen years. The Indian communities in the
neighbouring territories of Zanzibar, Uganda, and
Tanganyika have watched with alarm the growth
of anti-Indian feeling in the Protectorats, whose
effogts they are already beginning to fesl. The
policy of racial differentiation as regards owner
ship of land in townships has already been put
into operation in Uganda, where it has hitherts
boon ahsent. Yet the Ugands Eecnomic Com-
mission, which has just reported, says of ihe
Indian settler: *The country owes much to the
Indian trader, and we oonsider a broad policy of
toleration should be adopted towards him. Ha
has shown energy and enterprise, and has assisted
in the opening-up of the more remote districts.
Ho is also of value as an agriculturist, and his
activities in this direotion migh{ be wsll en-
couraged,” That India is far from reconciled to
the evil fate that has bafallem her children - in
South Africa is vvident from the anxiety with
which the mission to the Union of Sir Benjamin
Robertson, on behalf of the Government of
Indis, is being watched. It would be disastrous,
and it would be regarded as & breach of faith on
the part of the British Government, if the history
of the South African Indians were repeated in the
East Afrios Protectorate and the adjacent
territories. India is proud of the results of the
‘efforts of her colonists settled for centuries in
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East Africa, and she cannot possibly look with
squanimity upon & movement oalculated to in-
jure fatally a most important portionof her foreign
trade. It is folt by all classes of the Indian psople
that, when the temperate parts of the Empire, con-
trolled by self-governing European communities,
are, for all practical purposes closed to Indian im-
migration, it would be inequitable and unpardon-
abls if, as ia now being atfempted in the East
Africa Protectorate, the same poliey of exolusion
were adopted, Therefore, Indians deem itessential,
in the interests of all the elements of the mixed
population of the country, that an absoiutely open
door, as regards immigration, should be main-
tained. Immigrants of both European and Indian
erigin should be equally welocome and giver equal
opportunities for the development of individual
enterprize, and no special privileges should be
given to any section of the population.

The politicsl, as well as the municipsal, fran-
chise, which are at present confined to Europeans.
should be equsally conferred upen Indians.
absurd to hold that Indians, who, in large numbers,
in their own country, in British Guiana, Trinidad,
Fiji, and oven in the Cape Colony, have been
snfranchised, should, when settled in East Africa,
where the average is higher, be incapabile of ex-
ercising the franchise, It iz noft even disguised
that the BEuropean community have opposed an
extewsion of the franchise to Indians because they

wish, in a Colony that owes its very existence to |-

Indisn foresight, courage, and enferprise, to enjoy
s monopoly of political power in the pretended
interests of the Native inhabitants,

The people of India naturally look to His
Msjesty’s Government to remove all racial checks,
bars, and differentiations: such, for example, as
the exclusion of Indians from the Executive
Council; the practical municipal disfranchige-
xnent of Indians in Nairobi; the preforentiai grants
of land to Europeans; the encouragement of settle~
ment by Eurcpean ex-soldiera without correspond-
ing encouragement of settlement by lcdian ex-
goldiers; the sale of Crown lands by auction at
whieh Indians are forbidden to bid, to the defri-
ment of the finances of the Colony; the power
granted to the Governor, under the Crown Lands
Ordinance (1915), enabling him to veto {as he has
invariably done in practice) the transfer of Euro-
pean-owned land to Indian purchasers; the policy of
racial segregation in townships and exira-munioi-
pal areas; and the introduotion of legislation,
ostensibly of & general character, but capable of
special administration for political purposes sgainst
* Indians, by an Executive -controlled by a hostile
white minority.

The East Afrioan Indian community has
piaced its views on the various maiters of com-
plaint and disability upon record in a series of
moderate and constructive resclutions passed
unanimously at the recent session of"the Eastern
Afrios Indian National Congress, to whieh re-
eranoe is hereby made, in the earnest hops, that

#

It is |

in 80 far as they fall within the competonce of His
Majesty’s Government, full relief will be granted.
And here it may be added that the local Indian
community is much alarmed at the prospect of
ruin resulting from the adoption by the Colonial
QOffice of a new polioy of ourrency and exchange,
without consultation with the East AfricanIndians
or reference to the India Office, and whieh it
believes to have been adopted mainly in the in-
terest of a small section of the European settlers.
That this view is held by indepsndent observers is
evident from the opinion of the English President
of Kisumu Chamber of Commerce, among others,
and from the following message to The Times from
its Mombasa correspondent :(—

*“ The Times, ' March 22, 1920,

“MOoMBASA, MARCK 6 ( Delayad ).

“ Recent legislation respeoting the rate of exchange
enforced on instructions from the Colonial Offics, by
which the value of the rupes is fixed at 2s. 4d. mow, 2s. 24,
as from July 1, and 2s. as from December 1, while in India
the rato remains at sbout 2s. 8d., has resulted in a serious
dislcoasion of the trads of the Protectorates’ of Zansibar
and Tanganyiks (fomerly German East Africa). In ths
first place, a considerable quantity of the trade and Snance
of the territorries is geographically dependent upon India;
sscondly, the position is aggravated by the already serious
ghortage of silver; and, thirdly, the legislation is en-
forced during the harvesting of the Uganda sotton crop
requiring about 150 lakhs (£1,750,000 at the} exchavge o
28. 4d.) to purchase the 60,0600 bales of native preoduction.
The impression locally is thas in the introduction of the
recent measurss toe greats conslderation was given to
gottlars’ inserasts, to the direct exclusion of established
commercial and industrial interests, and entailing restrio-
tive oconssquences wpon hative production. The looal
conditions resulting from these factors warrant the
assumption that there will be 2 breakdown of the country's
trade, and that a financial crisis is imminent.”

CONCLUSION.

India is to-day entering upon a new path, as a
free Nation, on the road to Dominionhood within
the British Empire. The suscepiibilitiss of her
people can no longer be ignored, as they have, in
the matter of the welfare of her colonists, been
only too often in the past. In Scuth Afriea, the
existence of an independent Dominion Govern-
ment has been held by the Imperial Government
t0 excuse them for non-intervention on behalf of
the unhappy and ill-used Indian population. The
same considerations do not apply tc Bast Africa,
where ihe Imperial Government are solely res-
ponsible for policy and administration, a res-
ponsibility .-which they cannot share and have
no right to delegate. As to the Tanganyika Terri-
tory, which will be governed under a mandate
from the League of Nations, the British Govern-
ment will be respomsible to the international
oonscience of the world. But India, too, ia am
original member of the League of Nations, and is
antitlad to demand not only that all peoples alika
should be treated equally in the mandated ares,
but that in the neighbouring British Territory
equal treastment should be adopted, lest the evi]
results of the opposite policy reaot adversely upon
the peoples on the other side of a vague and artifioial

*
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boundary. In the eyes of ths Indian public, the
sincerity of Grest Britain's attitude towards India
on Imperial questions will be tested to a great
sxtent by the policy onforced in East Africa.

: Indiane look upon fthe British East Africa
Protectorate, Ugands, Zanzibar, and Tanganyika
as one territory which was for centuries settled
and developed by Indians residing under the
jurladiotion of Asiatic sovereigns,and who brought
with them large amounts of capital whose invest-
ment in the country acsounts for its present pro-
sperity. Throughout this vast area there was no
Europesan seitlement whatever until the mushroom
growth of the last twenty years. If the Indian
population wera to leave East Afrioa to-morrow
the entire territory would immediately fall into
ruin and decay, and its Native population relapse
into barbarism. It is believed in India that, when
reminded of all the facts, the British people and the
British Governmeant will not allow judgment to go
by defaulé, but will respond generously to India’s
olaim to the equal treatment of her ooclonists in
East Afriea, and the reversal of the present
prevalent anti-Indian policy,

A LETTER FROM LONDON.
{ FROK OUR OWE CORRRSPONKDENT. }
Lonpos, Arnip, 22,
AN AFFRONT TO THE INDIANS,

OXE of the most outrageous pleces of osarelessness
and ignorance that I have ever observed in this
country on the part of organizations pretending to
& sense of responsibility, has just come to my
rotice. Mz E, D. Morel, s prominent writer for
the Daily Herald, and an suthority on Afrioan
peoples in the Congo region, besides being a well~
known pacifist who sufferad for kis convietions
during the war, has evidently & deep-zeated sense
of injury sagainst France, for reasona that are
somewhat obscure. A fortnight ago, he wrote
some articles in the Daily Hereld, in which he
charged France with deliberately =ending black
Afrioan troops to Frankfort, in order {6 work their
will upon the women of the cocupied territory, as
part of her polioy of revenge and humiliation npon
Germany. Anything more horribie it would be
difficult to charge, in time of pesce, sgainst any
oivilised nation. Thers is no doubt that this
episods, whether real or imagined, has been used
for propaganda purposes very widely, for it would
seom that there iz to be a public meeting at the
Central Hsll Westminster, next Tuesday, ad-
vortised in the news ocolumns of the Hergld as
followas:

The Daily Herald andibe Women's Internationsl Leagus
ate holding a protest meeting in the Central Hall,
Waatminster, on April 37¢th st which the fellowing resolu-
tion will bs moved +— )

This mesting oalis upon the Leagus of Nations to prohi-
bit the imporiation of Aasiatio or African troeps into
Europe, for warlike purposes, and their use anywhers exoept
for purposes of policein the country of their origin.

In urging thin polioy thres sonsiderations are of su-
prems importance —

{1} 'The sstablishment of good relations between white
ocloured peoples in Asia arnd Afriea.

(%) The prevention of the possibility cﬁntlrfannu n
European labowr disputes by means of Asiatie or Afrisan
troops.

{3} The security of Eurcpean women from cuirage by .
Asiatio or Afrioan trocps. ]

Othor societiss so-cperating in the meeting are: The
Women's Co-operative Guild, the Nasional Federatioa
of Women Workers, the Federation of Women Teachers
the Association of Wormen Clorks aad Seoretaries, the In-
depondent W. 8. P. U, and the Standing J emt Conmiitas
on Women's Industrial Associations.

The Indians Overseas Association and the Britain
and India Assocition immediately took excepiion
to the injurious character of the proposed resola-
tion, and the latier Association promptly addressed
& letter of pratest to the various bodies participas .
ing in the propesed meeting, eoalling #heir atten-
tion to the harmful nature of the proceedings,
and urging suitable modification of the resolution,
so that, at least so far as India was concerned,
it should confain no cause of offence. The Britain
and India Association objected to the resolution
as advertised on the following grounds, which it
embodied in a rezclution of its own—

“The League of Nationa is ocalled upom to
prohibit the importaiion of Asiatis troops imto
Europe for warlike purposes, and their use any.
where exocept for purposes of police in their country
of origin, without a corresponding demand for the
prohibition of importation of European troops inte
Asia or Africs for similar purposes or their use
anywhere except for police purposes in the country
of their origin. The Britain and India Associa- .
tion objeots to the demand upon the Leagus of
Nations, because fnter alia {a) it is calculated to
ereate the goneral impression that the degree of
oivilisation of Asiatic and African peoples is ap-
proximately the same and that in the case of
Asiatio peoples it is lower than that of European
peoples ; (8) it is thereby ocalculated to frustrats
the establishment of good relations between whits
and ooloured populations in Asia and Afriea;
{c) to prevent the possibility of interference in
European disputes by means of Asiatic or African
troops without taking corresponding steps to pre-
vent a possibility of similar interference by Euro-
pean troope in Asaitic or African disputes is
calculated to give rise to feelings among .Asiatie
or Afrioan peoples of an intense racial charaoter;
{d) to desire to secure European women from out-
rage by Asiatio or African troops and to refrain
from expressing a desire to seoure Asiatio or
African women from outrage by Eurcpean troops
s oalenlated, in the first place, fo create the as-
sumption that Asiatio troops, including the Indian
troops, are pronato the sommission of such offences,
which is untrue, and, secondly, that, in the opinion
of those responsibily connected with the meeting,
the seourity of European women is of greater im-
portance than that of their sisters in European
or African countries. Tha Britain and India Aas-
sociation sirongly and emphaticslly protests
against resolutions of this character being puy
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forward for adoption by British audiences at a
time when everything possible should be done teo
ramove the suspiocion in the mind of non-European
poeoples that sfrong racial and solour prejudice
exists among the British people.”” To have passed
such a resolution as that proposed by these organi-

zations in sheer ignorance of its implications

would bave been an affront of an unforgivable
character, especialiy when, es the Indians Over-
seas Association has pointed out, New Zealand
troops have been used to intervene in an Indian
labour dispute in Fiji. By the way, it would be
interesting to know by what authority Dominion
troops are removed from their territorial confines
in time of peace, and used for such purposes in a
+ Crown Colony whose jurisdietion is entirely under
the Imperial Government and not of that Domonion
at 21l. However, to return to our immediate sub-
jeot, it is interesting and encouraging to know
thai, as a result of the representstions thut have
been made, the promoters of the meeting ir ques-

tion, having reconsidered the matter, have deoided

£o withdraw ths obisctionable resolution, and o
subsatitute another of an innocucus character and
with far narrower implications.

EAST AFRICAN INDIANRS.

Last Monday, another matber of outstandivg
importance, from an Imperial point of view, came
to a head. Theo East African Indian delegation,
through the sgeney of the Indisns Overseas As-
sociation, has bean gathering a volume of support
for the cause that it Has been busily advocating,
and after the two Departments of State had besn
for weeks bombarded by the Association with
protests against_ various individual disabilities,
Mr. Montagu and Lord Milser agreed fo receive a
deputation to make personal and constructive re-
presentations on the subject. The .Association
acoordingly organized an influential deputation
composed of the following gentlemen, who waited
upon the Ministers, separately, on Monday after-
noon :—Lord Islington, Mr. Charlas Hoberts, Sir
J. D, Rees, Col. Wadgwood, Major Ormsby.Gore,
Mr. T. J. Bennett, Sir Charles Armstrong, Sir
Krishna QGupta, Sir Mancherji Bhownaggree,
Mr. F. Sandbach-Baker, the East African pioneer,
Mr. J. B. Pennington, Mr. H. E. A. Cotion,
Mr. B. Dube, Mr. A. M. Jeevanjee, Mr. 8. Thakors,
Mr. 8. Achariar { the last three from East Africa},
and Mr. Polak. The deputation would have bsen
even more imposing had not the following gentle-
men, who wrote expressing support, been prevented,
for various reasons, from joining :t, namely, Lords
Olewyd, Carmichael, and Lamington, Sir Wm.
Meyer, Sir M. Visvesvaraya, Sir Frederick Fryer,
Sir Charles McLeod, Rt. Hon. Awmseer Ali,
Mr. S. Digby, and Mr. G. Owen Dunn. I am pre-
oluded from giving any report of the proceedings
at either reception, for as Lord Milner desired to
treat ths matier as one of privacy, Mr. Montagu,
who had laid no such embargo npon the deputs-
tion, later felt obliged, for obvicus reasons, to

 follow suit. I am in a position to say, however,

that the deputation to Mr, Montagu was led by
Mr. Charles Roberts, and that the Secrstary of”
State for India expressed himself in powerful
language as being in whole-hearted sympathy with-
the objects of the deputation and promised hia
entire and energetic support, which, of course, was
only what was to be expected of a Minister whe-
ragards himself ss the ambassador charged with
the interests and welfare of Indians wheresosver-
they may be, whether in the British Empire or
outside it. I understand thathe took oceasicon $o-
offer & word of advice, which was intended to be-
of wider application than to the immediate circum-
stances, in pointing out that possibly the East:
African Indians had made & grave mistake in:
deciding to boyeott the East Afries Protectorate
Economic Commission. He was of opinion that
it was far more statesmanlike to put one’s best
evidence before even the most unsatisfactory or
prejudiced Commisaion, and leave the matter,
under protest against the naturé of the composi-
tion of the Commission and its proceedings, rather
than let the case go by default. Incidentally, it
is interesting in the extreme to note' that the:
neighbouring Uganda Commission, which included
two Indian representatives, has reported highly
favourably to Indians, which leads & writer in the
Euast African Stendard to ask: * Is there a totally
distinet genus of Indian in Uganda from the one
known here snd which alarmed our Economio.
Commission so thoroughiy 7" The Uganda Com-~
mission remarks: * The couniry owes muoch to

-the Indian frader and we consider thst a broad

policy of toleration should be adopted fowards.
him. He has shown ensrgy and enterprise and.
has assisted in the opening up of the more remote
districts. He is also of value as an agriculturist,
and his activities in this direction might well be:
encouraged.” All of which supportz the testimony
sent back from that country by Mr. Andrews.
LORD ISLINGTON'3 STRONG SUPPORT.

Lord Islington led the deputation when it.
went before Lord Milner, who received it with.
great courtesy and consideration, as was to be
expected from a statesman of his broad experience
and strong Imperial sentiment, to which, I under-
stand, he several times, in the course of the
proceedings, gave expression, as well as to his
disapproval of the offending passages in the report.
of the Bast Africa Protectorate Economic Com-
mission. As to the rest, it remains under eareful
and impartial consideration.

I have had the advantage of discussing the
whole matter with Lord Islington, who holds strong:
views on the subject. He is of opinion that it is
ope in which there iz an asbsence on the part
of the Imperial Government of a clearly defined
line of poliey possessing econtinuity or oon-
sistency. He does pot regard the pousition of
Indians in East Africa as satisfactory from many
points of view, or to contain any elements of per-
manency, and thinks that the increasing acuteness.
of the position constitutes a serious problem with.
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in the Empire. The action that has hitherto been
-adopted by the Imperial Government has, he be-
lieves, justified the anxiety existing in the minds
of Indians that it is based upon racial ‘differentia-
‘tion oausing disability to the Indian settlers.
-From an administrative point of view, the adop-
tion of administrative aotion, in this connexion,
has invariably entailed a conflict between the two
Depariments of S8tate directly affected. When the
‘Colonial Office has set it in motion, the Indis
-Office ig urged from India to remonstrate. This
interdeparimental divergence on mattere of high
Imperial policy is not, in Lord Islington's opinion,
-oslculated to produce Imperisl harmony. It tends
o0 give the impression—a disastrons one—that
Indian interests abroad are regarded by at least
-one Department of the Imperial Government as
-subordinate to non-Indian interests. This relates
in particular to East Africa, whars, unlike the
-oognate case of South Afrioa, the Imperial Gov-
~ernment are directly responsible, and, through the
-agency of the Colonial Offics, exercise sole autho.
rity., He thinks that, now and onwards, it is of
vital importance that the impression should not
be created that there exists a differential policy by

‘which the Indian community suffers in status and.

rights adversely to other communities by the
-direct action of the Imperial Government The
East African Indian population are espegialiy en.
titled to sympathetio treatment, having regard to
:their prior colonisation and their long establish-
‘ment in the territories concerned, besides the con-
-siderabls character of their finanocial investments
snd their influence upon the industrial development
of the country. Lord Islington quite appreciates
that, haviog regard to the close economio relations
between the two countries, India is very sensitive
-on the subject of the treatment and rights of her
people settled there. She naturally looks apon
‘the solution of this problem as in the nature of a
test of the reality and sinocerity of the recent con-
-stitutional developments in Indis, and Lord
Islington points to the tremendous ohanges of her
status within the Empire of recent years, A policy
that would injure the growth of Indian industry,
-by ruining or restricting one of the oldest markets
for Indian goods would undoubtedly render a
-grave disservice to the Empire. He is therefors
driven to the conolusion that the solution of these
problems ocan no longer safoly bs loft to the sole
-discretion of a single Department of State. They
appear to him to be beyond the soope and responsi-
-bility of any one Department, but are eminently
fit for the fullest consideration of the Imperial
Government a8 a whole. He therefore suggests
that an independent and impartial inguiry should
be held immesiately, in whioh all jinterest
ed parties should be adequately reprasented, so
that a fair and just polioy may be maintained and
_give reasonable satisfaction to all ooncerned,
which, at the same time, would have the sanction

snd authority of the Imperial Government. Thers |

-should, be thinks, be no delay either as to appoint-

i j
raent or as to report, ss delay merely serves to
accontuate an already diffieult position and render
its solution more difficult. Matters of this ur-
gency and importance should at once be removed
from the region of inferdepartmental conflisf, for.
they are of the utmost concern o the Empire, and
should be dealt with as being of vital Imperial
"importancs.

I have no doubt that Lord Islington Iaid great
‘emphasis upon these aspects of the problem, and
‘I know that that old watch-dog, Sir Mancherii
;Bhownaggree, is in full accord with his suggestion,
.88 regards something in the nature of a Royal-
‘Commission. He himself pressed s similar sug-
gestion years ago upon Mr. Joseph Chamberlain in -
;the case of South Afriea. 8ir Mancherji specially
.emphsasises the unity of Indian sentiment on this,
‘and sllied questions, and he tells me that he has;
,taken care to represent to His Majesty’s Govern-
.ment the keen interest felt in the aotivities of the
§Association by friends in India, inciuding the
- Aga Khan, its Chairman. [ am informed that Mr.
Charles Roberts, Sir Mancherji, Mr. Benneti,
‘Major Ormsby-Gore, and Col. Wedgwood contri-
buted powerfully to the generally satisfactory
-results of these representations, and I shall be
greatly disappointed if something substantial is
.not done to remove the sense of grievance from
the minds of the local Indian community and the
.sense of injustice and humiliation from the minds
‘of the paople of India.

TOPICS OF THE WEEK.

THE demand of the Cape Indians as expressed
in & petition presented to the Asiatic Commission
iz that the power to grant or refuse licenses should
be vested in judieial officers who should bs govern-
od in their decisions by cerfain definite ruies; that
before a license is refused the objections on whish
‘the refusal is based should be stated befere the
Magistrate and an opportunity allowed to the
applioant to meet the objections; and that the
‘Magistrate should be required to siate reasons for
'the refusal of the license and that thare should be
an appeal to the provincial or local divisicns of the
Suprems Court. The Indians want the rules to be
similar to those under section 90 of the Transvasl
Licensing Ordinance of 1912, exeept for the delotion '
of sub-section {e) which makes " the opinion of
the Council that applicant is not a desirable person
to hold such license’ a valid reason for refusing s
license. This sub-sestion opens the door to racial
disorimination whioh it isthe objeot of the Indians

{o prevent.
| * L

CRITICISING what has come to be called Na-
tionalist Finanee, the Janmabhumi says: Such a
oourse is illogiosl and difficult to comprehend.
It has only one merit, and that is that i, strangely
encugh, agrees with the setflement announced by
Mr. Todhunter the other day to have been reach-
ed between Lord Willingdon's Government and
Lord Chelmsford’s. Some of the Nationaiist leaders
ggve the kuack of thinking in vnison with Lord
‘Willingdon on the question of the president of the
legisiative council, provinoeial contributions to the
ceniral exchequer, or tho Prince of Wale's visit.
Their co-operation in these matters is ungrudging
and unbounded.
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GET GO00D SIGHT.

By removing the canse of bad sight. Don't commit
the gommon error sod take to spectacles ag the enly
remedy for eye-trouble—they will correct your sight.
But what you want i« gomething to cnre your syes vig-—
the Aotina Tresiment. Actine has succeeded where

Bpecialists had failed, simply beecange it aseists and not
o8 Nature. It is essentially a natursi trestment
the bundreds of testimonials are proof that itisa
saocesaful treatment. To use it is simplicity iteelf—
remcve the two screw caps from the Actina Instrument
releasing the powerful vapor, which applied to the eyes
- amdd inhaled b the mouth and mostrile sets up and
_puaiptaing a2 g clroulation in sl parts of the oye,
removes congestion and restores in the organ io eot
-Aeaith. It ie just as effective in other catarrhal Diseases
suoh a8 Hay Fever, Asthina, Bronchitis, Headuche, Sore.
Throat, Influenss, Doafness esc. Invest R £5-8 inm an
Actine snd save gpocislists’ feeid. Veluabls booklet
entitled *Prof. Wilson’s Treatise on Digease ** coutain.
ing particulars of Conditionsl Trial Offer end convincing
testimonials post free from Rsi B. 8. Bhandari M. A.
Batala ( India ).

2 THE ACTINA WAY,

Dr. BAILUR'S MEDICINES.

HIVA-JWAR. 47 ) BALAGRAHA
Ague pills. APy - CHURNA.
Price As. 8, A -#4&4 Epileptic powder,
Per bottle. 3P /W FriceRe 1
: d 1‘ Por bottln,

Ask for onr catalogne for other wedicines &
Particulara. '

Liberal commission for Merchants,

Dr. H. M. BAILUR,
Dispensary, BELGAUM.,

THE BOOK OF THE HOUR.
THE GOYERNANGE O INDIA

A HAND-BOOK OF FPROGRESSIVE POLITICS
BY BABU GOVINDA DAS
Babn Govinda Daa's bock on the * Governauce of Indis™
stfers a vonstruotive scheme of reforms in the Indianconstmo- |
don. The hook is full of origingl and fruitful cbservations,
the result of the suthor's continuous study snd reflestionon |
the subjeot for years. .
) Crown 8 vo. Cloth Bound.
?rice Rs. 3. Subscribers of Indian Revisw Re. 3-8,

G. N. NATESBAN & Co., Madras.
BOOKX OF THE HOUR.

Currency Reform in India

BY
Prof. V. G. KALE,

The author has made out a very strong case in
" favour of a sound currency and exchange system
for India.

is extremely instructive,
Price Rs. One,
Copies may be had from bocksellers or — :
The Aryabhushan Press, Peona City,

[ secution of the war to a victorious issue.
~ desoribes the effetes of the war upon Indian

'THE “CITIZEN”

Every one who wishes to understand }
the exchange problem should read the book, which §

~INDIA'S WAR FINANCE.

POST-WAR PROBLEMS,

By Prol. V. G. Xale, ¥.A.
. The boock luocidly reviews the administration

' of Indian finance during war time and olearly

brings out the great services randered snd saori-
fices made by this country for the suocessful prio-,
t

finance, ourrency, exchawre, trade and banking
and points out in what directions urgent reforms
are called for in view of the requirements of the
_.oountry’'s progress in the ora of reconstruction and
rapid development. Every student of public ques-

- tions and of Indian Eoonomics ought fo buy a
. copy. Cloth bound Rs. 2. .

Copies may be had of Ieading booksellers

| and the Aryabhashan Press, Voona, and
‘:Bombay Vaibhav Press, Bombay,

QUT ME OUT

aad msil me, with your name and address, to
' (Goed Luck Co., Benares City.
I will bring you, per V. P. P., one COSBI SILK SUIT leagth
for Rs. 12 only. Thege pisces are economioal, hard wesr

3} spd bandsome aver made.

Test them any Way

you please-Why not give it a riai ?
NEMB. .. cotciracrsasaaroarsrnssnsnsonr svevrapes 5ol cos 196 F92900 a0t srennetbs -
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The Madras Co-operative Leather Goods
Factory, Ltd.,

STARTED & MANAGED
BY

.. THE SERVANTS ©OF INDIA SOCIETY,

'Will make all kinds of Boots, Shoes, Sandals,
Belts, Bedstraps, Handbags, Hold-alls, ete., to your
complete satisfaction.
It is a8 workmen’s Society. Workmanship

Excelient. Rates Moderate.

THE SERVANTS OF INDIA SOCIETY,
ROYAPETTAH—MADRAS,
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{ Including postage. )
Yearly - - - ..Re. 600
Half yearly ... . . «.Rs, 3-8-0
‘Quarterly o s s ..Rs. 2-0-0
Great Britain { Yearly )} - 16 shillings.
Single Copy ... - — wohs, 050
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