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~ Topics of the Week

Ordinances:

THE Viceroy has issued ordinances and Parlia-
ment has passed the India Aot Amendment Bill,
which was shelved for some time, the practical
effeot of which would be to nullify provineial
autonomy in so far as it affects action to be taken
during the international crisis. Everyone krows
that In war-time stringent restrainta hava to be
placed on the normal powers of the legislature.
But, in a self-governing oountry, the legislature
itself imposes such restraints, and they are such
as are admitted by the publio at large aa neces-
sary, In an autooratioally governed country
the people have no opportunity of complaining if
even the little freedom they ordinarily enjoy  is
restricted, But in a country like India the peopls
oannot cheerfully submit to restrictions to which
they are subjected by the order of superior authority.

* - *

IT i8 olear that their sympathies are all on
the side of those who are fighting Germany, This
being recognised, the Viceroy and the British Gov-
ernment should not assume that the Provinoial
Governments and Legislatores will obstruct
measures whioh are essential to the winning of
viotory., And if this assumption Is not to be
made, there is no remson for issuning the ordi-
nances and passing the Bill. The Viceroy admits
that popular freedom Is nowhaere honoured and
prized more than in India. Thia admission com-
ports i1l with the assumption underlying the
measures taken in hot haste without  consulting
public opinion. And it may also be added that
while India values freedom for other nations, she

does not despise freedom for herself. It being ao,
it is hot sheer opportunism to plead with the
British Government that if they desire to ocall
India’s undoubted sympathy with the Anti-Aggres-
sion Front into full activity they should endow
hor with self-government. One is naturally re-
luctant to give under compulsion what one would
enthusiastically give of one's own fres will.

» *» »
Russla's “Double-Dyed Treachery”

IN the debate in the House of Commons on
26th August, Mr. McGovern of the L L, P. spoke
as follows on the Soviet-German Non-Aggression
Pact:

The ons ecuntry in the world which desired war
was Russia. 8he wanted a prolonged struggle in
whioh the oonditiona would be suitable for world
revolt or, if she did not seoure world revolt, she.
wanted at least to weaken those nations whioch were
dominant and which were feared by her. Tha
leaders at the Kremlin were prepared to sacrifice

20,000,000 or 30,000,000' lives in that gambls for
themgelves.
If thers was a downbt in Hiiler's mind as to

making war, the Russian Paot had dtiven him along
the oourse of war, becanses it had removed the fear
of a tremendously powerful factor with bombing
aeroplanes, artillery, and meohanized armies om his
frontiers. It waa bound to inorpase the momentum
towards war,

Treachery of the moat dounble-dyed kind had taken
place on the part of the Kremlin in regard to the
British and Fremch nations. How oould anyona
ooncaive of inviting military, naval and air forse
loaders to a oountry and disoussing with them
problems of defence and probably pooling ideas in
ciroumstances of that kind? If we were to believe
the conclusions of the past, there were spies in the
Comintern at one time who were prepared to gell
Russian seorsis to Britain, Was it not possible.on
the mame analysis that thers might be some of the
sasme kind there who wers prapared to mell the allisd
plana to von Ribbenteop and  Hitler in order to
bring about the destruoilon of the French and
British nations ? .

Even if we did oconolude a paot with Russia ib
would, in his estimation, give no real aid, Ruassia
was liko the man who went to the sea and
prooclaimed that he was going in to bathe, but only
paddled hia feet in the water, (Laughter.) That
was all Russia would bave done, to fan the flameas,
to bring about that extended pericd of war.

» » *
Sir Rights in U. P.

THE U. P. Tenancy Bill is now being debated
in the upper chamber, where the Congress party,
as a correspondent says in the Leader, is “ln a
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microscopic minority.” But the Government, by
making concessions to the gzamindars in certain
respects, seem to have ensured the passage of the
Biil. This became clear when the definition of
sir was discussed in the Council. All the amend-
ments moved by the landlord opposition were
thrown out by a large majority, and it appears
cerfain that the restrictions placed on the extent
of sir of the so-called larger landlords will not be
relaxed in the course of the further stages of the
Biil,
* * *

THE main concession made to the zamindars
as a price of which the provisions concerning
sir will be maintained intact is in respect of
eJectment of tenants on account of non-payment
of arrears of rent. The Bill as passed by the
Asgembly provided for ejectment of a temant
from half his holding if he failed to pay
within a year the rent due from him for the pre-
vious year and the current year. If he defaulted
again the following year he would be liable to
ejectment from the other half of the holding also.
As a result of negotiations carried on with the
zamindars, the Government have agreed to drop this
intermediate stage of ejectment from half the hold-
ipg and propose that when ejectment takes place
it should be from the whole holding. This streng-
thening of the stringency of measures for the
recovery of rents induced several zamindars to
agree to the provisions of the Bill as a whole,
and indeed the Government have stipulated that
they would stand by this and other concessions
only if no opposition was offered to the other pro-
visions of the Bill,

* *

AMENDMENTS were moved by some zamindar
members to clause 7 defining sir, which, if carried,
would have removed all limitations proposed to
be placed on the extent of sir that a zamindar
may possess. One amendment was to the effect
that all landlords paying more than Rs, 250 asiand
revenue should be allowed to retain sll their
existing sir, though the Bill propoges to take
away from them the sir land which they acquired
under the Oudh Rent Act and the Agra Tenancy
Act. Another was to the effect that such land-
lords should be entitled to hold 50 acres of sir,
not in the provinece as a whole, but in every sub-
division in which they paidland revenue. As the
Minister of Revenue pointed out, a landlord as a
result of this latter amendment would be enabled
to hold 800 acres of sir in his possession. A third
amendment sought to confer upon zamindars power
to create new sir, which the Bill proposes to
abolish altogether. All these amendments were
moved in the supposed interest of agriocultural
labourers as well as zamindars, the oontention
being that the larger the size of sir a zamindar
has the larger will be the number of Ilabourers
he will be in a position to employ. In order to
show how unreal was the solicitude of the zamin-
dars for landless labourers, Mr. Harihar Nath
Shastri moved the following amendment :

Lsnd, which immediately before the tommencement
of thie Aot was sir under the provisions of the
Agra Tenanoy Aot of 1926 and the Oudh Rent Aot
of 1886, shall automatically go in the hands of the
Government to be administered in the interests of
the landless labourers in such manner as may be
presoribed by rules framed under this Aot by the
Provinoial Government.

It need hardly be said that the zamindars were
not in favour of the amendment.

* & %*

WHEN the clauses dealing directly with sir were
reeched. further amendments were moved with the
object of increasing the size of sir land. The limitas
tion of 50 acres in the case of a larger landlord who
pays land revenue of Rs. 250 or more was sought
to be removed in favour of a limitation of 100
acres, and there were several other similar pro-
posals, but all of them were defeated, leaving this
part of the Bill unchanged. At the end of the
debate, Mr. Rafi Ahmed Kidwai, the Revenue
Minister, in answering the objection that the sacred
rights of the zamindars were being trampled upon,
explained how these sacred rights had come to be
acquired. Formerly, all land cultivated by the
zamindar used to be entered in the patwari’s books
a8 sir land, but if the same land was found in
the following year to have been let out to tenants
it ceased to be classed as sir land, The Govern-
ment would be quite prepared to follow this ancient
practice if the zamindarg preferred it; but it would
hardly suit their purpose. There was at present
no limit on khudkasht land that a zamindar might
hold, The limit of 50 acres would operate only
in the cmss of land which could be lot without the
tenants acquiring hereditary rights., Nor was the
limit too low. About 90 per cent. of the zamindars
in the province did nof possess mare than 50 acres
of land in the aggregate, The' larger landholders
ought to be satisfied with 50 acres of sir, when
they were to have as much land as they desired
for personal cultivation.

* * +*
A Rap on the Kunckles

THE Bombay Government has received a rap
on the kunckles from the High Court for their
order establishing a cemsorship in regard to the
property tax. Such a censorship is unheard of in
any civilised country in peace time, but Mr.
Munshi requires very little provocation to take
the most rigorous measures of repression. 'There
was a disturbance in Bombay City onlet August;
the disturbance was in connection with a procession
organised to protest against the property tax.
These two facts were apparently encugh to the
Bombay Government to make them oconclude that
publication of even comments in newspapers on
the tax must be controlled, and orders were accord-
ingly issued to five newspapers prohibiting them
to publish uncensored comments.

& * *

THE capacious Section 144, Cr. P. C., comes
handy to any administrator bent upon repression.
He has only to state that a breach of the public
peace is likely, and be can under the Section use
preventive powers of almost unlimited scops. The
only effective remedy against arbitrary use of these
powers is a vigilant public opinion which will
call the administrator in qustion to account. But
in a legislature dominated by one political party
public opinion becomes powerless before the ruling
party, and outrages on civil liberty can bas com-
mitted with impunity. It is a matter of sincere
satisfaction, therefore, that in this particular case
where the legislature could give no relief the
judiciary could. The High Court set aside the
order against which application was made by the
publishers of the Jam-e-Jamshed as being outside
even the wide scope of Section 144, propal_-ly
interpreted. In his judgment the Chief Justice
BayS:

Prima facie, in a country which enjoys liberty of
the press, the applicant is entitled to publish in his
newspaper any news and to make any comments which
he chooses, provided he does not infringe the provisions
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of the Isw. A Magistrate wuoiing under Section 144
may no doubt restrict tha# liberty, but he shonld only
do so if the faots clearly maks wuoch restriotion neces-
sary In the public interest, and he should not impose
any restriction which goes beyond the requirements of

the case.
- ™ -

ONE would have thought that If a prohibitory
order was to be issued, the Magistrate would issue
it only against papers which habitually iIncited
ita readers to rioting and violence. But the Jam-e-
Jamshed is a very respectable paper of over 100 years’
standing and throughout ite long career has ex-
pressed its views with dignity and restraint, It
wag such a paper that he thought fit to penalise,
The Chief Justice saye :

The Magistrate, bowever, gives no reason whatever,
a8 t0 why he proceeded against this partiowlar
newspaper, and why he seleoted osrtein newsapapers
and omitted others., He says that after due and care-
ful inquiry he had decided to iesue the orders only
on certain newapapers. He does not attempt to ans-
wer the evidenoe put in on behalf of the applicant and
suppllies no evidence as to why he seleoted this paper
and what conneotion there. was between this paper
snd the disturbance om August 1, That being so, the
order cannot stand, .

It has been attaoked on a good many other grounds,
and gertainly I think the fact sbould have been very
stropg indeed to justify such an order as in this oase,
partionlarly that part of it whioh prohibits publication
of news regarding protests againat the Property Tax
except am are approved by the Publioc Relations

Officer.
* » »

THIS Publis Relations Officer’s duty is . that
of “advertising the benevolent activities of the
Government " ; but he was made in this instance
a8 hand-maid of the Magistrate, The Chief Justice
says about this officer:

My only official experience of this officer has been
that I received &n order ftom him direciing me to
take part in a politioal demonstiration on August 1,
the very day on which the rlot coourred. It is true
that I recelved the order about & week after the
prooessien took place., Bus it la within my knowledge
that other- Judgen of whe High Court alao received a
similar order, I must oconfesas that a public official,
who knows 5o listle of oconstitutional propriety as to
imagine that Judges are %0 be ordersd to take part
in any politioal proceasion is not ene im whoss

. discretion the Magistrate oould safely rely.

That brings me t0 another ground on whioh this
order is olearly illegal. The Magistrate has delegated
to thia Public Relatlons Officer a disoretion whioh
he should himaelf exerclae. In my oplnion to say that
a peracn should refrain from doing something whioh
& third party does not like In mnoé an order that a
Magistrate oan make. It i for him, and not for the
third party, to judge the nature of the matter which
a newapaper is .asked to refrain from publishing, In
my opinion the order of the Magistrate {a not one
that falla under Seotion 144, Cr, P. O, and i should
be 38t aside,

* » *

MR. MUNSHT caren little now what oriticiems
are wade against him for violations of ecivil
{iberty. He apparently thinks that they all pro-
veed fremn dootrinaire politicians who do not
understand the requirements of practical adminis-
tration. To prove that the Congress Government can
be as strong as the old bureaucratic Government in
maintaining peace and order reems to be his moat

paasionate ambition, and it must be conoceded that
in this he has achieved undreamt of success. He
bhas demonstrated mot only that the Congress
Government can be as ruthless as the bureauocratic
Government in suppressing individual freedom Iif
required, but that it can be even .more ruthiess.
And now that the Angio-Indian press and the
European community are shrieking that he is
going too fast and are orying halt to repression,
there is & possibility of his imposing s voluntary
restraint on his overzeal.
+ . ¥

Divorce Bill
THE debate in the Central Legislative Assembiy

, last wesk on Dr. Deshmukh’s Bill on Divorce
1 contained the same gull chain of arguments against

the measure that were advanced hitherto from many
platforms. It was emphasised that Hindu marriage
was a sacrament ard not a contract; and as a
direct corcllary it was even contended that custo-
mary divorces prevalent among meany ocastes had
no religious sanction behind them, Ninety-nine
per cent, of the Hindu women, it was alleged,
were opposed to the Bill, Finally, came the
warning that domestic peace and harmony would
be destroyed by the introduction of a sysiem
which brought unhappiness and misery and wrecked
homes In the West. ‘

» * »

AS My, Aney, who chose so stalwarily to
champion the cawse of the stalus quo, himeelf put
it, absence of religicus wanction does not mean
that this or any other reform should not necessarily
be atternpted. And it would be ridiculous now to
deny the sanction of religion to a practice freely
in vogue among the so-called lower castes and also
rescrted to by not a fow of the so-called uppsr castes.
Yerily, the above two arguments, viz, that divorce
is not sanctioned by Hindu religion and that
even the divorce common among & large section
of the population is irreligious, merely beat about
the bush. The real obstacle to this rationsal
reform lies in the obstinate mentality, complaisant
in its wselfish privileges, of men aoccustomed to
dominate in a mocial system unjust to women.
The slave ever shrinks from msking s bid  for
freedom, though- one doubts wvery much the authen-
¢icity of Babu Baijnath Bajoria's remark that
women themselves wera wagainst this measure,
Those who ssy that the messure is ahead of the
times may be eaid to have a poor apprehension
of the present social problems demanding prompt
attention. Though admittedly oursorily drafted,
Dr, Deshmukh’s Bill ocorrectly disgnoses the situa-
tion and presoribes a proper vemedy for it, in.
asmuch ag the Bill is founded on the recognition,
a3 he himself puts it, “ that the Hindu wife has
& human personality.”

L * *

IT is s pity that the principle of the Bill
was not explained and its utility emphasised from
the point of view of its present urgency. Muslim
members admirably backed it up in theory; and
Mr. N, M. Joshi peinted out very olearly the
weoakness of the stendpoint of those who opposed
it. Still one feels that & very important plea for
Social Reform went this time rather undefended.
Mr. Aney gave the Impression as if he could not
support the Bill because it was not comprehensive,
because the benefit of it would accrue only to
women and not be extended to men,  This in-
equality oould be removed, but that is oceriainly
pot the main ground of Mr. Aney's opposition.



440

THE SERVANT OF INDIA

i SEPTEMBER"!. 193%

deeper, and he probably

His objection goes far
Bill was

would not mind for what reason the
defeated, provided it was defeated,

* * *

Sagotra Marriages

THE Bombay Presidency Social Reform Asso.
ciation has drafted a Bill of which the object is
to remove the existing ban on marriages between
parties belouging to the same goira and pravara
among Hindus. The statement of objects and
reasons, which fully explains the necessity for
the introduction of such a Bill, is as follows:

It is no doubt true that under the Hindu Law
marriages between members of the same gofra or
prevara have been regarded as null and void, It might
be that in the most ancient times the membership of
the goira was confined to a small group living olose
together and oonneoted by aotual ties of blood. The
times have changed considerably since then and at
present it is impossible to trace the reason on whish
this probibitjon came to be based, Research during
recent years bas shown that neither the gofra nor the
pravara is indicative of the ancestry of a person. Tt
is further to be noted that originzally only the Brahmins
had the gofre and the Kshatriyvas used to adopt as
their own the gotra of their priest or purohit, In
this respeot Sir P. S. Sivaswamy Aiyer observes: ""The
interdiction of marriage between sagotras ocap only
be regarded as a surviving taboo, based upon no rea-
son or reasen which has long since disappeared. This
interdiction is a needless and vexatious interference
with personal liberty, and oiroumscribes the choice of
a bride or bridegroom.”

In recent years attempts have been made to circum-
vent this prohibition by giving the bride in adoption
ioto another gofra. It will have to be conceded that
an adoption of a girl is opposed to the very principle
of the institution of adoption, and it would be a
debatable question whether the giving of the girl in
adoption before marriage would ensure the validity of
a marriage, if tested in a court of law.

In the Barcda State, the Government, after con-
sidering the opinions of medical men and other ex-
perts, has removed this restriction. This action has
not caused any sccial resentment in Barcda. Even in
the Province of Bombay: opinion is gaining ground
that this restriotion ought to go. The removal of this
restriction would cause no grievance of inconvenisnce,
This legislation should have retrospective effect so that
the validity of marriages resorted to in violation of
this restriction with the help of adoption, etc., should
be placed beyond doubt or question.

This Bill is not intended to affect in any way the
rale of prohibition based on the sapinda relationship

between the parties to a marriage.
- » *

Drive for Industrializatlon

OUT of evil cometh good—sometimes—if we
are wise. The European war will dislocate India's
foreign trade. The normal imports from the bslli-
gerent countries will dwindle, if not cease alto-
gether. So also the normal exports from India to
those countries. If India be not alert, neutral
counfries will attempt to capture India’s markets,
And India will have to look for other markets
for her exports, The war gives India a great
opportunity to accelerate her own industrilization,
the manufacture at home of goods hitherto import-
ed from abroad and of utilising the raw produoce
which she has been exporting. The circumstances
are most propitious for a big industrial drive
in India. QGreat Britain, which has hitherto taken
& step-motherly interest in Indian industrialization,
will now be glad to take a motherly interest in
it, for she is not anxious to hand over the Indian
market to other countries, if she cannot reserve
it for herself. In fact, the war-needs of England
will make her solicitous of India’s industrializa-
tion. Thus the cordial co-operation of the Gov-
ernment of India may be counted upon. The
Provincial Governments, both Congress and non-
Congress, can also be depended upon to give sll
possible encouragement. It now remaing for the
people of India to take full advantage of the
propitious—for this purpose—circumstances and
forge ahead with an active and intense programme
of industrial development,

* * * .

INDIA has the resources in men and materiala
for an all-round industrial development. What is
needed is an organization to mobilise these re-
sources, Above all, a new psychology in favour
of industrialism has to be developed and the
general run of people enthused about industrial
development. It is necessary to have a great came
paign sponsored by the most influential leaders in
the land. If the drive is conducted with vigour, India
will be able to take full advantage of the unique
opportunity offered to her unsought for industial
development. It is up to the Planning Commission to
rise to the oocasion and preach with all the zeal
of a crusader the gospel of industrialism for India,
The main problem before India is not one of a
better sharing of her present poverty, buf of
creating more wealth, in order to share it at once
more richly and more equitably.

WAR AGAINST NAZIISM

(b HOULD French and German blood flow again
as 29 years ago,in a longer and more horrible
war, then both nations will fight, confident in

their own victory,” wrote M, Daladier to Herr Hitler

in a final attempt to persuade the latter to give up
the method of unlawful force in favour of the
method of reason and negotiation on a footing of
equality. And this dispatch M, Daladier conclud-
ed with the very true, if poignant, observation:

* The victors will most certainly be destruction and

barbarity,” However righteous the cause, no nation

can come out successful in a modern war without

suffering the most terrible privations, Great Britain
and France have resolved to bear the worst suffer-
ings in order to succour a victim of Nazi aggres-
sion. As Sir Archibeld Sinclair said in the House
of Commons on 24th August :

What is at stake in Herr Hitler's demand for
Danzig is not some triviality which we ocould concede
without damaging the interests of Britain. If we
yvield to that we should have to face in the near
future further demands, each one more threatening to
our vital interssts, and we should have to face such
demands weakened and disoredited by our betrayal
of the Poles, to whom the support of Britain is
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pledged in homoor: We should' be: a nation on whioh

. our bes¥ friends and sllles would hesitate to rely
with ' diminishing pewer and inoreamsing loneliness,
inoapable of appealing to the oonscience of the world
in ths name of freedom, law, and justice, for we
should have proved ourselves unwilling to make
sacrifices for those oauses, We should have o await
the onslaught of' dictatorshlp on the power and
wealth of the British Ewmpire and the homes and
liberties of cur peoples.

The issue, speaking broadly, is not one .of the
status of Danzig or the Polish Corridor or seven
of- the independence: of Poland: nor is it one of
preserving the interests of' the British Empire,
though it is all these, The jssue is one of the
overthrow of Naziism and of the establishment of
the reign of international' law' and morality. It
is: an' issue from whith no pesce-loving and justice-
loving ecitizer of any country cen withheld sym-
pathy, and the hearts of all must go out {o the
British statesmen who have- finally decided at a
tremendous sacrifice to give battle to lawlessness
and brigandage.

One only hopes that the sacrifices of those
engaged in:this cause will not be too great and
that the. cause itself will. ultimately win. But to
those like us who are not aoquainted with the
comparative military. strength of the oppesing
foroos the enterprise appears hazardous; Mr: Cham-
beriain evidently feels that without the assistance
of Russia, QGreat Britain will still be in a position
to enforoe the guarantee given to Poland, and ome
wishes he.-is rights Butr misgivings cannot bub
arise. in. the minds of those who: place- a: high
walue on the military' assistance that conld have
been ' fortheoming, from the Sovietr Government
and. on. the. strategioal position: which Hussia
ocoupies;,. One thing at least. seema too be ocertain,
via. that. after her pact of! non-sggression with
Germany, Russia« will be: estopped from giving
any military help to Poland,,. It ia being said by the
apologiste- of the Soviet Government that the Russo-
German Non-Aggression. Pact does not militate in
any way against Ruasia joining an Anti-Aggression
Poaok: with Great. Britain and France, But there
is; no. “ eseape’ clausa "' in the Non-Aggression Pact,
and it~ should be remembered that' Herr Hitler
made' the very fact of Polish-British gusrantes of
mutual’ assistance the ground for dencuncing the
Polish-German Pact. of . NonAggression. of 1934,
which was ooncluded for ten years and which
gave no option to either party to denounce It before
the lapse of this period. As a matter of faot, the
Paot of 1934 was based upon the Peace Paot of
Parls, which madeé the specifio reservation that
"“every signatory Power which would bhenceforth
seck’ to' promoty: ite Sthatd* intoresty through' war
will' bave to be déprived’ of the benefits of  the
present Treaty." The Polish-British guarantee was
not thus incompatible with the Polish-German
Non-Aggression Pact, sinoe the guarantee would
come into effect only when Germeny ocommitted
s act of aggression by breaking the Pact herself,
The truth is that the Pact was designed for iso.

lating Poland and meking it impossible for her
to participate it any general international colla-
boration; Poland, knowing this, agreed to the
Pact at' the time sinee it gave her at any rate, as
is well said, “the' temporary immunity promised
by Polyphemus to Ulysses—of being the last to
be' eaten.” Wili Herr Hitler tolerate Russia joining
the Anti-Aggression' Blo¢ any more than he could
tolerate Poland doing so? M. Stalin may well
have been mistrustful.of British diplomacy in the
beginning, when the policy of appeasement was
still dominant. But he sees nmow that that policy
has been thrown to the winds and war has besen:

declared against the aggressor. Nor is Russia so

powerless & country as not to be able to oheck-
mate 8 policy' of appeasement being followed again
by Great Britain aftes a little' show of strength, if
such is M. Stalin’s fear. Poland has now waived her
objection, if she did mot waive it before, to Soviet
armies pamssing through her territory. Aggression
is being committed; a fight is waging to resist
the aggressor; and yet the Soviet does not move,
The Nazi gangster' has held it captives Mr.
Brailsford aptly' says: " He (M. Stalin) has gone
out of his way to make an unprovoked attack onm .
Poland esasy: and safe. Europe has become a
finishing ‘ school for' cynics, Munfch was the
kindergarten; Mosocow is the graduate’s class.,”™

" Thae. military effect of Russia's volle face would
be extremely favourable to Russia.- As Mr. Brails-
ford says; ' With Russia & friendly meutral, blockade
has lost- all” its' terrorsi The Germans can’ now
sipply themselves' with Russian oil, Russian iron
and' Russian grain, Without conquering the
Ukraine, they havé won access to the raw materials
of victory. The: entire- caleulation on which we
in' this -island had built has crashed in a night.”
Again, without Rusesia’s help, Rumania's position
will: be. almost  impossible. * Herociem will bs un-
plensant; compliance: will be profitable. If' they:
(the Rumanians) should follow the fashion set
by Moscow, the Germans will have two oil-fields
and two wheat-fields on which to draw."” There
is one element of comfort. The war will ulti-
metely: be & war of finance. Great Britain and
France, unable to reach’ Poland, will try to establish
& naval and aerial supremacy on the western front.
In this they are likely tosucceed., Great Britain
has. increased her strength considerably, and: the
strength of British and Fremch forces will go on
increasing, For every aeroplane brought down
many more will be supplied from Canada and
T, 8, A., but every German aeroplane brought down
will be a net loss to Germany. She canncf hope
to. replace it- on. account of her extremely low
financial ' condition. Germany’s friends make up a
large population,’ but they are all in the utmost
economic straits. And no one will be so foolish
as: to sell. armaments to Germany exocept on cash,
which she cannot spare. Though thus, in the
goographioal situation in whioh they ure placed,
Great Britain and France may be unable to achieve
a deoisive immediate viotory, they will make a
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good showing at sea and in the air in a long
drawn-out fight, as this is bound to be. The duty
of all lovers of freedom is at this hour plain. 1t is,
as Mr. Brailsford says, “to do all that in us lies to
defeat the enmemy of any civilisation worth pre-
serving. To go under without fighting would be
to doom all Europe to slavery.” And the enemy
is not the German people, but the gangsterism
of the man who bappens to rule over them.

A .
“MEIN KAMPE'", a N Jc? -

ALUABLE as are all the Oxzford Pamphlets on
World Affairs so far published,* noue is of
more topical interest than the one called “Mein

Eampf” by Mr. Engor, in view of the European War
and the part played by Herr Hitler in it. As Mr.
Ensor says, “Few great men of action have ever
disclosed beforehand so clearly as Adolf Hitler the
principles and purposes that guide their acts.” Andthe
frankness with which he disclosed his views, even
when they were brutal and oynical and uncom-
plimentary to his followers, is amazing to a
degree and is perhaps unprecedented. Here is his
sizing up of mass psychology :

The mentality of the people at large is not seusitive
to anything hesitant or weak. ... The masses
would sooner bs dominated than supplicated, and feel
more Teassured by a dootrine that brooks no rival
than by one which offers a liberal freedom of choics.
With the latter they hardly know how to deal, and
tend therefore to feel let down. Of the baresfaced
intimidation practised upon their minds or the viclent
outrage committed upon their human liberty, they
are no more oonscious than they are of the whole
dootrine's fallacies. They ses only the ruthless foroe
and the brutality of its determined assertions, to
whioh in the end they always submit.

This is of the essence of authoritarianism, with
which reason and democracy have ever been in
conflict, whether in the home, or the city or the
state or in international affairs, in religion or in
politics; in fact, in all human affairs. It is no
new discovery of Hitler, nor propounded by him
alone. It is much more universal. Mr. Ensor aptly
trecalled Browning's lines:

Oh, the orowd must have emphatic warramt ...

Right arm's rod-sweep, tongue's imperial fiat;

Never dares the man put off the prophet.

Only Hitler makes no bones about it; he does not
apologise for it. As Mr. Ensor says:

Herr Hitler has never put off the prophet. He
bases principle and practice, if ever a ruler did,

upon the gulling of gullible humanity, And yet
(such iz  his strange oandour in that and many
other matters) this sinister source of power, this

arcanum tmperii, i3 not concealed from the gulls, but
paraded before them.

* The Prospects of Civilization, by Sir A. Zimmera;
The British Empire, by H. V, Hodson; * Mein Kampf.™
by R. C. K. Ensor, and Economic Self-Sufficiency, by Prof
A. G. B. Fisher. Oxford Pamphlets on World Afairs,
published by tho Oxford University FPress. 1939, 3rd:
each 32p.

The Oxford University Prass, Bombay, are prepared
to send a free copy to all applicants who send them
one-anna stamp to oover postage free of all obligations,

Regarding the practice of his principle, Hitler first
ridicules the technical method of the Social De-
mocrats and suggests his own superior recipe:

They (the Social Democrats) would select the
adversary whom they thought formidable, and on a
signal given would bombard him with a regular
drum-fire of lies and ocalumnies. They kept it up, till

the nerves of the other side broke down, and to
regain some peace they saorificed the victim of the
odinm.

Only, they never got their peace, the foolst

Roepeat the same performangce over and over
again; and dread of wmad dogs exercises through
suggestion the effeot of paralysis.

It is hard to beat the brutality of this cynical
fiendighnegs. Here again one may ask oneself if
this technique is peculiar to Hitler or is more
universally practised by other people in other
cirecumstances, though not with such open avowal
and bombast. Hitler is no sanctimonious Satan.

II

Hitler's starting point is his theory of the
hierarchy of races. The Nordic race is superior;
it is the source of 'all ecivilization, culfure and
progress. Its preservation and extension is vital
to civilization and to all mankind. At the other
ond of the hierarchy is the Jewish race, which is
aggressive and acquisitive. This race does not
deserve to survive and should be destroyed. In
between are the other races of the world whose
business is to labour for the benefit of the Nordic.
To preserve the purity of the Nordic race, mis-
cegenation should be prohibited, To provide for
its extension, more territory must be annexed to
Germany. The other races must be conquered and
subjugated to the Nordicsa. Mr. Eusor explains
that even liberal-minded Germans acquiesced in
these theories and this programme because they
bitterly resented the post-War settlements on the
eastern frontiers of Germany and the subjection
of German minorities to non-Germans.

When, therefore, Herr Hitler reaffirmed the Germans

as a ruling race, and denmounced the post-War
treaties as an infamous violation of their natural
rights, and declared his intention, not only of

cancelling them, but of bringing all Germans under
the German flag and of immediately extending the
German habitat, he won some measures of assent
from most of his hearers and readers.

Even these theories of race superiority and
race consolidation do not seem to be peculiar to
Hitler, For instance, Mr. Ensor himself seeks
the analogy of the TU.SA. to exemplify the
attitude of the Germans.

They felt somewhat

foreign conquerer wWere

under negro mule.

Tt is to be found within the British Empire
itself, as in the race relations in South and East
Africas and in Fiji; in fact, everywhere. Hitlerism
in this sense is not confined to Germany, but is
more universal,

a3 an American would if a
to put the Southern States
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Hitler desires that not only should the Nordio
race expand for the benefit of menkind, but that
enough territory should be made available for the
enlarged Nordie race, oven if it means the annexa-
tion of other territories. An incressing population
may be supported either by inoreased manufactures
for export or by the acquisition of new territory.
Hitler does not favour the former for reascns
which recall Mabatma (Gandhi's own aversion
to fndustrialism, He hates the urbanization and
Dproletarianization of the German people,

He fs at heart a oountry-bred; his hatred for
‘whas he zaw and suffered in working-olass Vienna iw
blistering ; he regards great oities and factories ax
man-eaters, farmsa and craft-trades as man-makers.
Beyond the industries required to provide war-material
he does nct wWant any mors than will creats an
-autarkic reciprooity bestween town and country, each
deriving all that it nesds from the other and con-
suming the whols of the others output. His

wongeption of the future of Great Germany is essenti-
ally a rural one,

As Hitler himself puts it, he does not- want
Germans fo -live “squeezed togsther as factory
coolies for the rest of the world, but as peasants
and workers, who reciprooally assure each other’s
livelihood by what they produce,”

The necessary territory for the expandi ng
German race can be had only by annexation,
The German sword must prepare the ground for
the German plough. “He does not flinch from

saying outright that his policy must be one of |

annexation by force, or from naming the main
victim to be despofled, viz. Russia”

IIX

Hitler's character has in it a rich straim
of high idealism, which Mr. Easors says recalls
St, Paul. )

In an age of moral relaxation aod hedonistio self-
sseking be stood out against the German background
as the unabashed apostle of effort, duty, self-sacrifice,
-the ideslistio subordination of individual interests to
those of the community ; and he won his power on
that appeal. Rarely bhas a man prevailed more
oonspiouously by his belief that spirit dominates
matter, that where there ia a will thers is B way.

This aspect of Hitler's character is illustrated in
his reply to the question asked and 'answered in
his book when Germany was disarmed and pro-
hibited from arming hergelf under the Versailles

Treaties.

To recover Germany’s power you must not ask
‘*How are we to manufactars arma!’ but ‘How are
we #o breed the spitit that makes & pesople capabla
of  Dbearing armes ?' If that epirit rulea a people.
they will find a thousand ways, any one of them,
leading to armament! QGive & coward ten pistols
and when attacked he will fail to fire a aiogle shot.
He oan do less with them than & man of spirit
with a mere blackthorn,

And Mr. Ensor remarks that this was not rodos
montade; it was ftruth, as msubssquent events
showed, .

On Herr Hitlor's acosssion to power in 1933 he
at. once began rearming with feverish energy in flat
defianoe of the other Powers. Round him they lay,
each with their ten pistols — that is, with armaments
that ocould have stoppad his aotion by the motion of
a finger, while he was atill powerless to resist, And
not one of them had the nerve to act. The man of
spirit with a mere blackthorn rearmed Germany.

THOSE XB ENGINES

VI

JMHE whole edifice of the huge supply of the
TX class engines of the Pacific type Is reared

mainly on two pillars. One is the vision oon-
jured up of'a cloud of boomy traffic suddenly
bursting on the heads of the Railway Board,
burdened as they were with their new-found
responslibilities for making the railways an effioient
-oommercial undertaking. The other is the dire
economic necessity of reducing the .heavy coal
bill by extending the use of the cheaper second
grade ooal. We have already shown in a
provious article how very weak the first pillar
is. As‘regards the second piller, need for curtail-
ing the fuel bill, the Pacific Locomotive Com-
mittes have in the concluding portion of para-
graph 19 put the oase thus:

It will bs seon from thess figures that; whils the
sogine mileage betwesn 1913-14 and 1933-33 had only
inoreased by 12 per cent. on the Broad Gauge and
by 4 per ceunt, on the Metre Gauge, the fuel bill had
grown by 110 per ocent, and 118 par oent. respect-
ively. One way of reducing thess ocosts was by
extending the use of wmaoond grade soal, suppliess of
-which, were avallable over a wider arsa than firat

grade, and wers ample in certain eollieries whioly
had ‘%een acquired by the Railway Board as some
measure of protection againgt continually rising
prices. Wa underatand, however, that an investigation
into boiler ratioa then' indioated that existing types
of losomotives would be unsuitable for the sconomie
uge of thia ocoal, and that, to obtain [the necessary
boller horss-power, wide fire boxes were scnsidered to ba
essential, Hence the demand for the whesl arrange-
ment of the Pacifio type In place of the existing
narrow flre box 4-8-0 type, If suffiolent power wam
to be obtained %o meet the anticipated neod for
heavier loads, :

Again, paragraph 182 gays:

No oriticism oan be raised against the Board'w
desivre to reduce the fuel bhill; indeed, 1t im muoch to
their oredit that they have developed Railway
oollieriea and aogquired others with a view to redwing
and stabilising coal prices, That this polioy has
succgeded is shown by the faot that oontrol of
prices has been oonsistently effeotive since 1937,

As regards the unsuitability of the 460 type

engines for burning second grade ocoal as dis-
closed by an investigation of boiler ratios, it
has no doubt since been found to be perfaotly
practical for engines of the 4-5-0 type to burm
second grade coal. This perhaps is due to the sbock



AL

THE SERVANT OF INDIA

[ SEPTEMBER 7, 1939

of the world’s knowledge being so low at the
tima of the investigations of our experts!

In this connection we desire to invite atten-
tion to Sir Seymour Tritton’s note of January
12, 1925 ( Appendix V). This note was written
full: eleven months before the placing of the first
order for tliese arrogant XB class engines de-
manding homage from railway track, As we read
the concluding portion of his note, Sir Seymour
seems to have then given it as his opinion that
the 4-6—0 type engine could be built so as to
permit of burning second grade coal. Thers is
nothing in the published papers to show that he
intended, as stated at the end of paragraph 30,
that certain B. E. S, A, types should be retained
in addition to the new standards,

Be that as it may, the success of the policy
of developing existing Railway collieries and
acquiring many new ones is, however, open to
sarious question, The Committee evidently rely on
the figures furnished to them by the Railway
Board and reproduced in paragraph 18. It is
admitted by the Committee in this paragraph that
the cost of coal is subject to considerable fluctua-
tions. But there is nothing in such fluctuations
to make it impossible to reduce the costs to com-
parable figures. The fact that neither the Ralil-
way Board nor the Committee have done so is
evidence presumptive of such eomparison not being
favourable to the desired deduction, that actusl
goin in the shape of true money economy has
accrued by the use of wide fire box engines.
As a matter of fact, coal won from Railway
collieries and issued to engines i3 priced at
lesa than its true cost, so that the only result
of the development and acquisition one after
another of these collieries by railways has only been
to spite private collieries without any material gain
to the State. This reduction of the total coal
bill is induced by doubtful methods., The process
of artificial reduction. of the fotal cost of coal
consumed by engines has gome so far that, as
stated by Earl Winterton in the House of Com-
mons on 26th April 1928, ** 2 great many of these
(State-owned) mines supply coal to the railways
which. is not charged for.” This extraordinary pro-
cedure means that railways- in certain cases are
free granted a subsidy in the shape of supply of coal
of charge—at the expense of the general tax payer—
and to that extent the results of the working of
the favoured railways as a commercial undertak-
ing are artificially made to appear better than
they actually are, But, as we said in our article
of August 3, 1939, Railway Aeccounts are a store-
bouge of & number of convenient irregularities
available to be freely drawn upon to “suit the
book,” The c¢ollieries were acquired at a cost of
anything up to Rs. 4 crores, but there jis no
account published to show that these investments
are at least not losing and that we are not merely
spiting private collieries by pursuing the mirage
of ‘quantitative and economic self-sufficiency. Some

meagre information relating to the net gain or
. loss resulting from the working of these proper-
" ties used to be furnished up to the end of
1921-22. Appendix 18 to the Railway Adminiatra-
tion Report for 1920-21 showed that out of the
seven railway collerice named therein no less
than five were losing concerns entailing a deficit
of anything from Rs. 2 lakhs to Rs. 7 lakhs s
year, without reckoning charges on account of
interest, sinking fund, ete. But with the advent
in 1922-23 of the much boosted new regime ushered
in with a fanfare of trumpets in the interest of
commercial or business-like administration of
railways even this meagre information has com-
pletely disappeared, with the result that the public
is effectually prevented from knowing how the
huge investments in these properties are behaving.
Further, even such information as is vouchsafed
to the public in the statistical section of Railway
Administration reports is presented in a capricious
manner. For example, the Sor colliery, which
figured in tbe reports for the years 1918-19 to
1921-22 with & capital outlay of Rs, 10 lakhs,
disappeared altogether from the reports of succeed-
ing years; similarly the Jarangdih colliery with
'a capital outlay of Re. 16 lakhs also disappeared
from Administration Reports for the time being
to emerge again three years later with capital
outlay increase to Re. 58 lakhs,
: These columns have since ns far back as 1922
 repeatedly drawn attention to the economic mspect
,of the development and acquisition of collieries
by railways, But then the spirit of facile opti-
mism was rampant, and when the head swells the
brain shrinks !

The Committee, it seems to us, have
ghowered indiscriminate praise without testing
‘the basis; they have not tried to find out the
.facts for themselves, but have merely accepted
‘them, without any critical examiuation, in the
form they were presented to them by the parties
interested ; and the whole report is coloured by the

Committee's moral stamina hesitating, to quote
their own words, “ to be criiical after the event.”

It is no wonder therefore that the spirit of a party
pamphlet attempting to prove a case appears to
pervade the report of the Committee !

EXCLUDED AREAS IN BOMBAY

HE Report of the Special Inquiry Officer, Mr.
T Symington, L C. S, on the conditions and
problems of Bhils, Katkaris and other tribal.
people in the partially excluded areas of admi-
pistration in the Bombay Presidency make interest-
ing reading.

In the four districts of West Khandesh, Thana,
Nasik and Panch Mahals, the total population of
these tribal people is 9,16459. They are honest,
simple and law-abiding people, cultivators of fields
and: forest labourers. Unaccustomed and ignorant
of the sophistications of civilised people, they are
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described as iiable to be cowed down, degraded
and exploited by their confact with other people,
* Their problem lies not in their isolation from
but in their contacts with the main body of the
communily,” so much so that they are actually
happier when they are cut off from the rest of
the community.

Gross abuses arising from exploitation of these
people are desoribed in the Report. The inhuman
system of Veth is nothing different from weritable
slavery. Iis extent j8 not so well-known ontside
‘because tale-bearers are victimised. Oppressors in
this instance are landlords in the Thana District.
.All tenants belonging to these backward classes are
liable to be pressed into mervice by their landlords
as labourers, Assaults and cruel beatings are
gommon occurrences; there are even Tumours
from the past of men being killed. Work on their
own fields has to be postponed, and crops suffer
subsiantial damage, Their opportunities of earning
money as forest labourers are curtailed. Veth is
demanded for work in field, for working coups in
forests if the landlord is & forest contractor, for
-domestic work, for loading timbsr at depots, ete.
Remuneration given is oneanna per day; or rice
is given that is barely sufficient for one man for
-one meal,

Mr. 8ymington has recommended that members
of these baokward classes should be granted rights
of permanent tenancy after oultivating the fields
‘for thres successive years. This may lead io the
aemoval of the constant fear of eviction and may
bs helpful in making them a little less servile
in their attitude. But of itself it is no sufficient
remedy to the removal of oppression of such a
rank type and so deep-rooted.

Another instance of exploitation is that by
gowoars in West Khandesh, To quofe the Report
of the Provincial Banking Inquiry Committes,
“* Advance .on the orop is made even before the
.seed is sown, When the orop is harvested, the
sowcar takes the whole of it and oredits to the
Bhil’s acoount the value of the orop as detfer-
wined by himself less the amount advanced to
the cultivator. Loan saccounts are kept on running
{indefiniteiy.” Co-operative Credit Societies have
slready proved a failure among these peopls,
Mr. Symington recommends the setting up of
.another elaborate organisation through the Co-
-operative Department, virtually to manage the
affairs of these backward people and checkmat-
ing the evil influence of the sowoar. How far
an official agency would be capable of oarrying
-out this formidable task is a matter of doubt,
Experiments tried in similar spheres like the
Labourers’ Societies in Bombay City have not
proved a success, But if officials are selected
with care, there Ia no veason why they should
not succeed with the help of non.officiala who
take an interest in such activities.

The Loocal Bodies' Act has resulted in the
abagnoe of representation—so it has been stressed

in the Report—of the Backward Classes on Talukm
Boards, School Boards, ete., excepting a few airay

| nominations here and there. Local affairs are

managed for the aborigines “ by members of the
wealthier communities residing in towns' Mr,
Symington further goes on fo say, however, that
“in the case of the jungle population, it is neces -
gary to avoid most ocarefully any doctrinaire
adberence to theories of represemtative government,
What they need above all is strong government
action to protect them from exploitation and supply
them in full measure with their educational,
gocial and economic needs.” The remedy suggested
is to exclude these areass from the jurisdiction of
District Local Boards, and to be constituted into
separate areas, directly under Government, managed
by Qifferent Government departments. It is hard
to understand how Government can be ‘paternal”
in one area, while it is subjected to the forca of
s fres public opinion in surrounding arcas and
fully responsible &o it. Nor do we believe thak
representative government will not do the right
thing by the aborigines, public opinion is being
inatructed in these matters so rapidly.

A special problem about these tribal people
is  their addiction to drink, Births and
marriages, Panchayat meetings, presence of guests,—
all ocossions are taken advantage of as exouses
for drunkenness, Illicit distillation from Mhowa
flowers used éo be muoh availed of. Government
then reduced the price of licensed liquor, hoping to
save them from the crime of illicit distillation.
This would be an excellent joke had i not been
so tragio. The comsumption of drink smong the
peopls increased beyond bounds as a resuit of this
measure. My, Symington has advoeated trying
the policy of Prohibition. One hopes that his faith
in the innate good sense of this community
would be given a trial and be euccessful. It
is a matter o be noted and pondered over that
in Chhota Nagpur, where the Catholic Missionary
bodies have done such excellont uplift work
among the aboriginal tribes, these bodies, strongly
opposed as they are to the policy of Prohibition in
general, ask for enforcement of Prohibition in
these areas on the ground that the amount of
individual freedom that ean and ought to be
given normally to the public ocannot be given
to the aboriginal tribes who lack self-control.

Deviews

INDIAN ADMINISTRATIVE SYSTEM

SOME INFLUENCES THAT MADE THE
BRITISH ADMINISTRATIVE SYSTEM IN
INDIA. By M. RUTHNASWAMY. (Luzao.)
1939, 22em. 660p. 21/=,

AT a time when great interestis evinced towards
a study of political institutions and when precise
knowledge is sought ms to how various ecountries
came to have certain governmental forms, the book
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before us is bound to be warmly welcomed by
all students of modern history and contemporary
politics, In the book before us Professor Ruthna-
swamy bas dealt with the most important in-
fluences that have shaped the British administra-
tive system in India and he has dealt with the
gubject in such a brilliant manner that the reader
is able to comprehend better the phases of the
evolution of the system, The book is the expanded
and finished product of the Sir William Meyer
Endowment Lectures delivered by the learned
author under the auspices of the Madras University
in November-December, 1937,

Professor Ruthnaswamy possesses many quali-
fications for the investigation of his subject. As
Professor of History, Principal of the Law Collego,
President of the Montford Madras Lagislative
Council and Member of the Public Services Com-
mission, he has had special opportunities for the
investigation of his subject, and we have great
pleasure in saying that has performed his task
with admirable fullness and elarity.

The learned author shows that the administra-
tive system in India was the child of political
circumstances and not of any set political theory.
The East India Company that came to trade with
India feit the need of an organised and systematic
administration to keep the profits of commerce
safe in their hands. Thus commercial motives
drove the English to the gradual formation of an
organised administration in Indie.

The author then points out how ocommercs
drove the Company into Empire and in securing
that Empire the Army was the chief helper,
After narrating the history of the Army in
India the author rightly drawas attention to the
danger of confining recruzitment to the so-calied
“martial classes”. The author puts forward a
vigorous plea for a large national army fully

equipped saocording to the latesi military
astandards.
After the Army, the author discusses the

influence of Land Revenue on the sdministra-
tive system. He olearly points out how Land
Revenue, besides pupplying resources for the
Government, has created rights of property and
conferred them on large numbers of people.

The author next draws attention to the influ-
ence of the Frontier on the political development of
India. The defence of the Frontier has brought
the Indisn States and British India together.
The Puniabisation of the Government of India,
the change inthe equipment and fighting methods
of the Indian Army, and the conduct of foreign
policy are all due to Frontier influence, and thess
guestions are examined with a clarity characteristic
of the author.

~ In the last chapter of the book the author
deals with the social and political ideas forged
by the administration, and he points out how
even social reform was dictated by administra-
tive considerations, “The Company attempted to
interfere with any evil custom or usage only
when the ends of orderly and stable administra-
tion required it."”

The learned author has made a brilliant survey
of the most important influences on the British
Administrative System in India, It is a book of most
absorbing interest. Professor Ruthnaswamy has
already written three deservedly suoccessful books
on contemporary politics, The present volume will
strengthen his claim fo be considered one of the
most intelligent and best informed writers. The
book is packed with interesting information.

What must strike the reader of the book
ia the extraordinary firmness of grasp maintained
by the author over every part of his theme. We
have no hesitation in saying that thie book to
the making of which there bas gone superb
scholarship is 8 wvery valuable addition to the
growing literature on Indian Politiecs and
Administration,

M. V. SUBRAHMANYAM

THE WOMEN’S MOVEMENT

THE AWAKENING OF IND!AN WOMEN. By
KAMALADEVI CHATTOPADHYAYYA and others,

IN a series of articles, Kamaladevi and a small
group of women have presented facts about India
and her women. Mainly meant for American
readers, the book makes interesting reading for
Indians also, as it is seldom that the ‘women’s
point of view’ finds expression in such a clear,
matter-of-fact way. Coming as they do from such
eminent women as XKamaladevi, Mrs. Cousing,
Shyamkumari Nehru, these views deserve careful
consideration,

Speaking of the *double standard’, readers
would find the instance of the city of Kumba.
konam in Tamil country corroborated jin many
other places all over India, where education for
boys was made compulsory seventeen years back,
while it is not compulsory for girls even in one
ward, though the Municipalily has amasged a
reserve of Rs, 45,000. Shyamkumari Nehru quotes
case after case of how Hindu and Moslem women
both suffer under inhuman marriage laws, Kamsala-
devi has laboriously pointed out how ‘a masculine-
deminated society imposes on women the creed of
husband worship and stresses woman's importance
83 & breeder, and how as a result pernicious social
growths like customs of Purdsh and child marriage,
etc. sap the vitals of society. While general
opinion among women would not subscribe tothe
view that ‘the male, savage egoistic passion’
is striving to thwart women’s efforts through
legal statutes, religious canons and social codes,
on the whole one feels that an eloquent argu-
ment has been put forward, meriting sympa-
thetic consideration and humane treatment to
women, ‘the largest single minority in the country,’
as one eminent Professor has put it.

Kamaladevi has rightly emphasized the fact
that the women’s problem is the human problem
end not merely a sex-problem. Imperialism and
jts Indian allies—Princes, capitalists, middlemen,
moneylenders—are pressing heavily upon a
gubject country, and the suppressed elements in
gocicty are trampled more and more to the botiom.
Women’s associations might well ponder over
the point of view so clearly stressed, perhaps
for the first time, as to bow a hostile Govern-
ment has almost choked in its origin all avenues of
social welfare; how the great disillusionment of
the Sarda Act csme; and how, in spite of ceaseless
representations of the All-India Women's Con-
ference, nothing substantial has been achieved.

The organised women's movement would get
food for thought through another weighty asser-
tion in this book. *“Richer classes of women
with brains limp and inactive, and the toiling
women with minds weary and exhausted,” both
are roped together as victims of a class-deter-
mined society. The women's movement must
broaden its basis to advance its cause.
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Altogether the book is a refreshing reminder
-of the insistence of the awakened Indian woman,
‘pleading with Tagore's heroine Chitra: “Allow me
to be by your side in the path of dancing and
danger, then you will know my true self”,

SHANTA BHALERAO

INDIAN STATES

WHAT ARE THE INDIAN STATES? (Director,
Research Bureau, All-India States’ People's
Conference, Allahabad.) 1939. 2lem. 113p. As.8

THIS is the first of a series of pamphiets which
the All-India States’ People’s Conference proposes
to bring out. This one contains information re-
garding the populations, areas and revenues of
the 584 Btates in India classified according to
‘their names arranged alphabetically, and according
“to their areas, populations and revenues, The book
is & great convenience as a ready reckoner.

The form ir which the information is presented
is caloulated to bring home the great amplitude of
‘variation of areas, papuletions and revenues of
the states,  Hyderabad has a population of 14
millions and a revenue of 8% crores of rupees,
while Bilbari has s population of 27 individuals
-and a revenune of Ra, 80,

The All-India Btates® Paople’s Conference held
at Ludhiana in 1939 suggested that only the States
with a population of 20 lakhs or a revenue of
Rs, 50 lakhs should survive as administrative
units and the rest should be amalgamated with
-tha neighbouring British Indian Provinces. It is
-doubt.ful if these limits are adequate. The smallest
Provinee in population is S8ind with a population,
of 39 lakhs; the smallest in revenue is the N, W,
Frontier Province with a revenuwe of 172 lakhs,
inclusive of subventions from the Central Govern-
ment. It is very doubtful if these provinces are
large enough in population and resourses to con-
- stitute efficient administrative units. The standards
suggested by the Ludhians Conference are far
below these limits. Even aoccording to the Ludhiana
standards, only 21 States have the right to
survive,

It is to be hoped that further pamphlets in
the series will soon be issued and will, when
'tsiczg\tgleted, consfitute an encyclopedia of the
: 8,

P.K R

SHORT NOTICES

FEDERATION AND 1TSS PROSPECTS IN
INDIA. ( Marathi.) By T.R. DEOGIRIKAR.
( Chitrashala Press, Poona.) 1938. 519p. Rs. 2.

THIS ia & timely publication in Marathi Sir
Froderick Whyte was very probably the first who
envisaged a federal basis for the future oconstitu-
tion of India. Since then the subject has attraot-
ed the attention of many a student, but most of
thera have presented the results of their study in
English. The average reader, not knowing English,
has to depend wupon either newspaper writings
which seldom give wsoope to any elaborate and
fundamental treatment of the subject or upon an
elementary school taxt-book or primer on the
:subject. Marathi books on subjects such as these,

even if written after m ciose study, seldom pay’
their way and therefore few undertske to publish
them. Both the author and the publishers of the
present book deserve the gratitude of the Marathi
readers for having ventured on this enferprise.
Mr. Deogirikar has not been content with sinply
describing the Indian Federation and pointing out
its defects, but he has contributed a chapter on
, the theory of federation and given an outline of
- the federal constitutions at present prevailing in
various prominent countries of the world. This
enables the reader to take a comparative view of
| the subject and gives him an idea as to why the
| proposed federation is unwanted and what in fact
. in wanted in its place. The author, being a
. stanch Congressite, has advocated the Congress
viewpoint—vague condemnation of federation but
not its emphatiec boycott, faith in non-vio-
lent resigtance and an imperfectiy worked.out
idea of calling a constifuent assembly. Even if
the reader may have to differ from the author as

' a politician, he should oerfainly compliment the
' author on a successful and easy expianation of
' what the subject matter in, That din, fact is the

chief merit of the book, for which the author
deserves every praise. In dealing with the finan-
cial 'aspect of the proposed federation the author's
treatment has been merely  descriptive. There are
obvious diffioulties in writing such a book in good
Marathi and therefore we shall not find fault
with the author, over if it has to be said that

. the book has mneither the style nor the finish
' that good books

in Marathi now-a-days have,
We recommend the book to the Marathi readers,
asguring them that they can with confidence turn
to this book for understanding what the proposed
f%c:memtiion iz and what a Congressite- has to Bsay
about is,

R. V.. OTUREAR

THE MAHAR FOLK. By ALEXANDER ROBERT-
soN. (Y. M, C. A. Publishing House, Calcutta.)
1938. 18cm. 101p. Ra.2. ' t

THE book, though written with the aim of pro-
pagating Christianity, is . & wuseful one both td
the average reader and fo those who are interestad
in sociological studies. The author had ample
scope to study the Mahars as he wag intimately
connected with them for over thirty-fiva years,
He deals with ‘the Mahar in the villags esconomy’,
‘the Mahar in his home °, ‘the Mahar in Maha«
rastra ', ‘the jmilitary record of the Mabars’,
‘the Mahar mind in cult and legend’, eto. The
book is written with an unbiassed mind and can be
taken as & faithful record of the people It
contains, however, some misstatements. The
author, while writing about the marriage ceremony,
says on p. 38: ‘The verses of blessing or mangal-
sufra are then pronounced ’ As a matéer of faob
the word ought to have been mangalshick
Mangalasutre is a mnecklace of black glass beads
which a married woman weara Similarly, he
has given & proverb FMFAZT FWEL, T ][N :mﬁ:
Az® FeR end heas translated it as ‘The Kar
narase is a .cheat, the Telagu iz a thief, and
the Mahar iz an eater of forbidden food'.  The
reviowor thinks that the tranalation of the
word is mos a3 given by the author, bus
it can be expressed by the . word ‘rogue’. The
book on the whole & interesting, ’

GRP.
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HINDUISM AND THE MODERN WORLD.
By K. M. PANIKEKAR. (Kitabistan, Allahabad.)

1938. 20cm, 115p. Re. 1-8-0.

IN this book, the author wishes to prove that
the esocial organisation of the Hindus is suffering
from unregulated growth, stagnation and frag.
mentation of society due to the twin institutions
of the joint family and the caste. Hindu society
can come into its own only by recognising that
these ipstitutions are of a secular nature, needing
examination and reconstruction through the in-
strument of law.

The efficiency of legislation as an agent of
social change is, however, not indisputable. One
may have too much legislation as regards social
conduct. Social legislation should aim at remov-
ing injustices, but should not go beyond.

The author has presented his thesis admirably
in a very clear and vigorous style. Just when
bis condemnation of an institution is at its
strongest, he turns aside to modify his statement
showing that he appreciates the historical stand-
point and the good that an institution may have
done to the society in a former age.

IRAWATI KARVE

TALES OF BROTHERHOOD, By W, M.
RYBURN., (Ram Lal Suri & Sons, Lahore. )
1938, 18cm. 95 p.

THIS book is possibly intended as a non-detailed
text-book in English for High Schools. None-
theless it has its wvalue for the ordinary reader
as a series of short stories. Certain incidents from
the history of the world are described from the
point of view of the spirit of sacrifice shown by all
races of mankind, The author grips the attention
of the reader by his direct and flowing style, his
choice of and concentration on particular situations
and his collection of facts with a central purpose
running through each story. The scenes of the
stories are brought vividly to one's mind by the
ase of .the direct language in describing the in-
cidents, and sometimes the language and express-
jons used at the period of time when the event
happened. The object of the author is to enrich
the vocabulary of students by instructing them in
useful and idiomatic expressions, Every story has
a number of exercises set for students from this
point of view. There are 13 stories in all, des-
cribing incidents connected with all races and all
periods of history. The book ends with a short

story of Mr. Gandhi and untouchability, We
commend the book to the high schools and the
reading public, g

THROUGH TRAGEDY TO TRIUMPH. By
Bastt, MATHEWS, ( Edinburgh Houss Press.}
1939, 18cm. 160p. 2/-

THIS little book was written immediately after
the Conference at Tambaram, and gives the author’s
impressions of the situation of the Church in the
world at that time, He sees the life and message
of Christians in the setting of the several tragic
oircumstances which have arisen both in the
Enst and the West, but he is given some hope
for the future by the possibility of men, otherwise

divided, being able to meet at.such a Conference
as Tambaram.

The book will make agreeable reading to those
who like journalese. To those to whom it is a
torture to see words put to continual and
unnecessary strain snd stress, the reading will be
painful.

W. Q. LasH

AFRICAN MIRAGE. THE RECORD OF A
JOURNEY. By HOYNINGEN-HUENE. ( Bats-
ford, London. ) 1938. 22¢m. 114p. 12/6.

STRANGE and remote places have a great fasci-
nation for many people. Much of Equatorial
Africa, because of its Inaccessibility, still re-
mains a place where courageous travellers may see
sights and have expirences which c¢an be found
in no other place,

“ African Mirage” is the record of the author’s
travels in this little-known part of the world.
This is the firat book of Hoyningen-Husene, but
he has long been known as one of the foremost
of living photographers, This eariier interest is:
evident on every page of the book, for the des-
criptions of places and people are those such as
only the eyes of an artist would see them. The
book is really two series of pictures: ome, the
word pictures of the author; the other, 146 of
his interesting and unusual photographs which
he has used to illustrate his book.

The impression left by the book is one of
regret on the part of the authorthat the modern
age is reaching into these far-away places, and
fast changing the lives and outlook of the
peoples who live there, He regrets the passing
of the variety and simplicity of the life that he
saw there,

M. C. Rao
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