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TOPICS OF THE WEEK,

THE oonseience clause provided for in the
Madras Elementary Education Bill is of a very
restrictad character. In the first pince, it is only
in single.school aregs that the rights of consoience
are to ba respected, though even hers to a limited
extent. And the protection that isafforded inof a curi-

-oussort. Itis provided that the District Educational

Counoil should persuade the managers of private
schools to exempt schoulars from attendance during

. religious instruction, and if the Couneil should
" fail in this attempt, the responsibility is cast upon

it of stariing an alternative school. It is diffioult
to see how the Councii can discharge this duty,
laoking as it does all independent power. It is no

. use the legislature saying that the District Eduoa-

tional Council shall arrange with thelocal suthority

ooncerned for the establishment of a school,when the |

. Council sxercises no sort of control over the local

asuthority, with whom alone rests the final word
in the matter. But apart from it, is it just thai
beoause the managers of private schools refuse
to oome to an understanding, the Council or the
local autbority should be made to open new
achools ? It is only in this matter that some sort

of eompulsion ia contemplated in the Bill.
R »

- freedom of religious teaching on the cne hand, |

*

» »

WHAT reaily is want=d is the application of
the prinociple in its full force, that, with perfeot

there should be perfcot freedom of withdrawsl on
-the other, in BState-aided achools.
have a right to the secular instruction imparted in
every such school for their children, and if reli-

- gious instruction should alsc be imparted in the

school, they ought to have the right of conveni.
ently withdrawing their ohildren from it As Mr,

- Forster said: “Wae wished to give every parent the

-most complete power to withdraw his child from
. any religious education of

which he might dis-

The perents

approve, and at the same tima_we desired to pro-
vide that his child should not lose the secular in-
struction to which he has e right and for which
the rates ara paid.” This right of withdrawal
holds good irrespective of whether there is oris
not a public school in the neighbourhood of
the private school where religious instruetion is
given. Both in single- and in multipie-school
areas relief of conscience must be equally provid-
ed for,

L] » .

THE Madras Bill, again, requires a written
request for withdrawal on the part of the parenis
who may object to their children receiving the
religious instruoction imparted in any school. The
cohsoience olause introduced in Mr. Forsters
Bill also had originally such a provision requir-
ing the parent to send " his objection in writing to
the manager of the school. But it was felt that
such a provisc might prove omercus to the illit-
erate parent and that the conscience olause would
not be availed of The proviss was tharefore even-
tually removed. The time-table conesience clause
which was. ultimately adopted is reproduced be-
low for ready reference : '

(1) Itshall not bs required, as = condition of aoy child
being admitted iuto or continuing in the school, that he
shall attead or abstain from attending sny Sunday achool
or any place of ruligious worship, or that he shall attend
any religious observacoe, or any instruction in religious
subjects, in his school or eisewhers, from which observ-
ance or ipatruction he may be withdrawn by his parent,
or that he shall, if withdrawn by hie parent, attend
the sohool on any day exclusively set apart for
religlous ohservance by the roligious body to whioch his
parsnt belongs;

¢3) The time or times during which any religious
obsorvance is practised, or instruotion o religious
subjects i8 given at any mesting of the school, shall]
be oither at the beginning or at the end, or at the
beginning and the end of suck ‘meeting, and shall be
inserted in a time-table to be approved by the Education
Department, &nd to be kept permanently and conspioucus-
Iy affixed in eack school roomn: and any sokolar may be
withdrawn by his parent from sush observancs or instruc-

ticn without forfeitleg any of the other benesfits of the
ashool,
. » -

THE attitude adopted by the Nationalists of
Poona tothe compulsory education of girlsought to
be a standing warning to those to whom it may fall
hereafier to frame a law for compulsion. It must
not be possible any longer, without the strongest
reason, tcintroduce sompulsory education for boys
slone, and to postpone girls’ eduoation indefinitely.
Three allernative schemes were proposed in Poons
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which, whilebringing down the expenditure to the
point desired by the Nationalists, made compul-
sory educsation available for children of both sexes,
but the extremist parfy do not deign- even to con-
sider the schemes. They quietly vote down these pro-
posalsin the municipality and insist upon limiting
compulsion to boys. When any local body thus
wantonly leaves behind the education of girls the
Government must have tho power in law to "reject
its proposal for applying compulsion only to boys.
‘We are glad that the Madras Government definite-
ly takes this powsr under ils new Elementary
Eduocation Bill. One of the provisos in the com-
pulsory clauses runs: * Provided further that if
the resolution { submitted by the local authority
to the Government that compulsion shall be intro-
duced within its area) extends only to the children
of one séx, the Governor in Council may reject
it unless satisfied that sufficient accommodation
is or will be provided as required by sub-clause
(b) of the foregoing proviso for all the children of
school age of the other sex resident in the area or
for such proportion of them as the Governor in
Council may in each case dirget” This at least
insures that the education of the other sex will

not be altogether neglected.
* L

AT the Belgaum District Conference also the
present delegates were refused free admissian,
again under the inspiration of the Poona Nationa-
lists. Here, too, no excuse was left to the orga-
nisers of the conference to pretend either that the
request was made too late, or that the peasants
themsslves had mads no applications in dus form
to the authorities—the extremists &are so quick in
adopting the bureaucrat’s ways and expressions.
Nor can it be pretended that the exigencies Of
space rendered the admission of tenants impracti-
cable, they not being admitted even in limited
numbers. Itis not to ba wondered at that the
extremistsin the Deccan fear an awakened tenantry
will not make the most docile of followers and
therefore shut them out from their gatherings. The
Reception Committee of the Bombay Provincial
Conference have already besn approached with s
request to admitryois free,butitis tobe feared that
the Committee being under the domination of the
very men who manceuvred their exelusion from
the Poona and Belgaum conferences, the request
will meet with a refusal, (We understsnd that the
suthoritias of the Conference propose admitting 65
ocultivators from the whole presidency!) In the
Deccan, thanks to the awakening of the ryots,
the Nationalists, although they have captured the’
Congress organisation, find their position ohal-
lenged in every place wherever a crusade is carried

against caste distinotions.
* » >

THE Mahratia laya great store by the faot that,
although the Chairman of the Reception Commit-
tee of the Poona Conforence flatly refused to ad-
mit any cultivators free, the Subjests Commities
resolved to admit five such men from each taluka |

-*

L

sign.

committes. Will our contemporary say how many
taluka committees at all exist in the distriot, and
howmany culfivatorscould come in under the torms
of this resclution, 5 or 10? He makes 50 much of
the resolution, because it olearly shows, so he
thinks, that the Nationalists in the Decean are
not opposed in theory to the admission of peasant
delegates. We will concode as much to our con-
temporary, and even more. The extremists are not
opposed, even in fact, to admitting cultivators free,
only provided that the oultivators are of the
political complexion desired by themselves, But
the question is: What if the complexion is differ-
ent? The extremists have given an answer which
there can be no mistaking,
* L]
THE effort recently made by the Liberal party
and the leaders of the backward classes to assert
themselves af exiremist conferences so that the
ascendancy of reactionary views which is & mark .
of these gatherings may be broken down has not
been altogether fruitless, The mouthing of pro.-
gressive sentiments in which Mr. Tilak indulged
at Belgaum I8 & direct consequence of the vigor-
ous activity of the Liberals. People in the
Decean know that his pronouncement in favour of
gocial reform is not to be taken atits face walue,
but that he is constrained to do lip homage to:
ideals which he spent the best years of his life in
denouncing is itself a very promising sign of the °
change that has come over public opinion in re-
gard to social matters. Mr. Tilak declared that -
he would rejoice if even all political power was
conferred upon the non-Brahmans slone, and if’
the Brahmans did not share at all in it; and yet in
his papers of this very week he vehemently main-
tains that no more than two or three seats, if any,
must be reserved for the Mahrattas in the whole
of the Deccan. Suach discrepancies are only to be
expected from Mr. Tilak. No matter. But that he
voices such gensrous sentiments, though itbe asa
mere rhetorical fourish is itself an encouraging

L

*

-* *

AGAIN, as a counterpoise, perhaps, to his
refusal to sign the anti-untouchability manifesto,
Mr. Tilak slso expressed willingness to dine with
untouchables for the genersl weal if and when
the latter required it. He will soon have an op-
portunity to say if, in the existing oircumstances,
the public weal does require it. One may well
anticipate his answer. But we attach greater im-
portance to his declarations than to his personal
conduct, for the former indicate the emnormous
change that has taken place in public feeling,
while with the latter we ars not conocerned. With
one point in Mr. Tilak’s speech, however, it is ne-
oessary to deal. An unwary reader may gather the
impression that Mr. Tilak all along was favourab-
ly disposed to social reform, butthat only his glose
absorption in politics prevented his active par-
ticipation in social reform propaganda. Nothing is
farther from the truth. He did not remain neutral

5
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to social reform, but sxerted himself to the extent
of his capacity in opposing it, and, what is worse,
helped in the persecution of reformers like
Agarksr in ways over which it wers best now to

draw a veil,
. » - *

.THE Commissioner of Labour appointed by the
Madras Qovernment has set to work vigorously o
fmprove the lot of the untouchables. The note just
presenied by him is full of melancholy interest as
showing the many grievous disabilities to which
the Panchamas are still subjected. - We commend
it to the earnest attention of thoss who are work-
ing for the betterment of these classes, In six dis-
tricts these classes are theoretically forbidden to
come within a distance of 64 feet of higher castes,
and, though largely neglectad, the restrictions are
still effoctive in some parts, especially on the west
coast. “ Even to this day the Nagadis who live
iargely by begping have to leave their elothes on
the roadside and reiire to some distance whence
they call out to the passers by to deposit their
alms upon the cloth. Slavery has been forbidden
for many yeare by the Penal Code, but in C. A.
Nos. 26 and 27 of 1917 the High Court of Madras
had a case before them which they instance as
&n undoubted example of the sale of aslave. The
public water-supply has been absolutely forbidden
in nearly avery village to castes which number
one-sixth of the peoplo of the Presidency. Many of
the hamlsts where these people live... are cut
off from acoess to the main village or the road ex-
copt at the good will of the bwner of the fields
they must traverse. To get to their water-supply
{such as it is ) or to their burial or burning ground
they are often similarly at the merey of the land-
owners. The system of non-mortgage by which
the labourer binds himaelf and frequently hia hairs
to service till a debt is redeemed is well-known.”

The degradine condiiions here depicted are of too-

long a standing to be remedied at once, but the
Government must adopt a bolder policy than it has
done. For instance, the note says: “If orders be
passed that no public money should be spent ocn
water-supply for partiounlar classes, till & supply
open to all is assured, the pace &t which these
poor people are supplied would be appreciably

quickened.” This mustbe done forthwith.
L 3 *» *

"I think," said Dr. Macniocol of Poona about
Oristian missionaries, “that those who say that
we held vur peace in the matter of the Punjab
disorders in a way that was cowardly have justi-
fioation for thuir charge against us.” Fortunately,
however, there are not wanting missionaries who
have ocondemned the Amritsar massaore in no
hasitating terma, Mr. Winslow, replying to Canon
Guilford's letter, says in the Challenge: “There
are hundreds of Englishmen who in their dealings
with Indians are animated entirely by the spirit
of Christ; and they are the salt of the British rsj.
But nothing is gained by trying to conoeal in the
sountry the faot of the wide prevalence in India

of a different temper—the temper which looks upon
the ‘native’ as an inferior order of being to the
Englishman ; whoso business is to know his place
and to keep it; whose feelings don't matter so
long as they don't become inconvenient in their
expression, and the thought of intimate friendship
with whom, as brether with brother, is ona to
arouse only feelings of amussment or repulsion.
It is this fundamental denial of the Gospel of
Christ of which the Amritsar massacre was one
outstanding and appalling consequencs against
which Christians must unitedly set their faces.
Had the victimas been English, we know that a
voritable tornsdo of denunciation would have
followed. Shall we condone or palliste the scl

bocause they are Indians? That is the issue.”
[ * *

THOSE who c¢laim for Mr. Tilak téaa.t he Ia{ivo-

- cated India’s right to self-determination befors the

Peace Conference know not what that term means.
To ask that the British Parliament should pass a
more liberal measure than the one Introduced by
Mr. Montagu is not to claim self-determination
for India, but to accept other-determinationin the
plainest terms. The New Statesman’s following
observations with regard to Ireland are quite ap-
posite to India’s case: . )
Self-determination clearly means a great deal more
than home rule. Home rule may mean anything. from a
mete devolution of certain powers fo local bodies up to:
the kind of linited autonomy graunted undur the Aet of
1814. But self-determination can only mean that the
Irish peoylo are to determine their own fu'urs fate and
devise their oW constitution ; that they are not merely
to exerolse certain powers of self-gevernment, but ave
- themseives to define those powers, That is what is meant
wherever it haz besn applied in the resettlement of
Europe; and, indeed, to suggess that it would mean any-
thing less would be Lo make it meaningless. A devolution
of powers whese limits, however wide and generou®, are
datermined by some outside #nd higher authority plainly
cannot be terred self-determination.
* - ®
AN idea of the heavy burden thrown upon the
Indian excbequer by the enormous increases im-
the salary; of the Imperial services may be gained
from ithe statement laid upon the table of the
Indisn;Legislative Council by tke Finance Mem-
ber. The Indian Civil Service is responsible for
an inereasejof Ra. 36,00,000 per annum; the Indian
MedicalgService ifor Rs. 25,00,000; the Indian Edu-
oatlon Service for,Rs. 10,00,000,and so forth. While
the pay of the already excessively paid services
is thus increased, the proviscial services have
shared to a very small extent in this general in.
oremsnt. Thus, the Provineial Civil Servivce, withits
far larger cadre, receives anaddition of Rs 13,00,000
to its salary, while thesuperior service receives an
inorement of nearly “thrice as much. The Provin-
cml!Educatmn[Serv:ce{recelves Rs. 6,00,000, while
tgg_Impensl'j service -receives R, 10 (0,000. The
scale oflsalaries indeed requires readiuvstment, but
not in-theldiretionlin;which’ tke Government are

effocting it.

L 4 L L4
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REVERSE COUNCILS.
THE loud and persistent outery of the Indian
mercantile community against the continued sales
of reverse councils carried on by Government
evoked from the Finance Member a lengthy ex-
position of the whole question in the Indian
Legislative Council. Last fonth Government
sought to justify their policy connected with
reverse councils by saying that the sale of the

drafts was necessary to enable those people in

this country who had accumulated large war
profits to remit them to England in view of the
new rate of exchange, which had besn fized in
econformity with the recommendations of the
QCurrency Committes. Govarnmentknew perfectly
well that the demand for reverse councils pro-
ovoeded very largely- from speculators who were

trying to take advantage of a high sterling ex-
change to send funds abroad only to bring them-

back later on when the rate declined. It, thersfore,
decided to discriminate between bona fide pur-
chasers of sterling drafts and speeulative remit-
tors of funds, and fo require that a part of the
parchase price of the reverss councils should be
laid down at the time of bidding for remittance,
This procedure did not result in any abatemsnt
of the demand for drafts, and Indian merchants
found that the discrimination was, in effect,
practised against them. Government sold drafte
at rates which were appreciably higher than the
market rates, and those who would secure the
drafts were able to make a profit on them. This
was the position with regard to-exchange when
the Hon'ble Mr. Hailey was called upon.to defend
and justify the policy pursued by Governmant.

In explaining the attitude of Government, the
Finance Member travelled over extensive ground
and dealt at length with the different aspects of
the probiem of our currency and exchange. He
started with a fair statement of the case of Gov-
ernment’s oritics and of the situation as it strikes
the man in the street. This case is based upon a
two-fold objection. First of all, Government is
selling raverse councils at a time when the balance
of trade is not adverse to India and when exchangae
does not presumably require propping up. Gov-
ernment i3 not only selling remiitances week
after week, but is selling them at rates which are
mors than three pence above the rate which the
remittors could obtain in the open market. This
acts like a bonus at the expense of the Indian tax-
payer to paople who are lucky enough to obtain
the drafts sold by an obliging Government.

. Secondly, the sale of reverse councils is nothing.

less than an invitation fo peopls to transfer capital
out of India to ths serious” detriment of the in-
dustries and trade of the country. Mr. Hailey
attempted to demolish this case by showing how
a high exchange would enable Government o

obtain a larger amount of sterling in London-

against rapaees paid out in this country, -to pur-
+hase an adequate quantity of silver, and thus

sucocessfully to dodge the nightmare of incon- "’
vertibility and to oombat the evil of the high level
of prices from which so many of ‘India's popula-
tion are suffering. He proceeded to place before
his hearers the bait of the gains from exchange
which could be utilised to relieve provinecial
Governments of the contributions they Bre ex-
pected to make to the central Government. A high
exchange rate obviated the necessity of immediate
additional taxation and of demanding larger
financial contributions from the provinces. The

' Finance Member had to admit that the saving

made by Government on the remittance of home
charges to the extent of 1214 crores would fall
upon the producer who would have to bear this
indirect tax ; but he minimised the effect of the
burden by saying that s considerable portion of it
was borne by the foreigner.

The statement of the Hon'ble Mr. Hailey that
the loss of the Indian producer would be inconsi- -
derable and that it would be made good by the
high prices obtainable in foreign markets, was not -
accurate. The loss on other remittances from
this country abroad mu:t be taken into account
and much reliance ought not $o be placed upon the
high prices of Indisn commodities exported to
foreign markets, Conscious of the weakness of
this argument, the Finance Member drew s dark
picture of the situation as it would develop ifa
low rate of exchange wers to be adopted. There
would be high prices, and sericus discontent and
a financial disaster would stare Government in
the face. Proceeding to attack the problem of
sterling drafts direct, he stated that the exchange
policy recommended by the Currency Committes
and acoepted by the Seorstary of State could not
be effeclively carried out unless Government pro-
vided ftrade with the remittance it required at the
fixed ratio. This was the crux of the whole gues-
tion, The position was this. Government linked
up the rupes to gold and, having done that, was
bound to maintain the ratio by selling reverse
souncils, if there was & demand for them owing to
the low rate which prevailed in the market. Leav-
ing the rupee to find its own level was to aban-
don the exchange value of the rupee fixed in re-
lation to gold. Whether the trade balance was
adverse or not, there” was the demand for remit-
tance which tended to depress exchange sand to
break the fixed parity, and it was the duty of
Government to support it by the only means at its
disposal, viz. reverse councils. There is indeed a
wide gap between the market rate and the theore-
tical gold rate, but it would have been wider still
if roverse bills had not been sold by Govern-
ment,

With regard to the loss on exchange, Mr.
Hailey stated that in any case it was there and
gould not be avoided. The reverse councils did
not produce the loss whioh arose out of the depre-
viation of sterling ; and India's funds in London
must be transferred back to this country at & rate
higher than the one at which they were originally
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remitied to England. We are afraid the Finance
Member here asssumes that the rate of exchange at
which the reverse bills have been sold will not
decline and ignores the consideration that if the
tranefer of Indian reserves in London is made at
a later date, when the sterling-dollar exchange im-
provea, our loss will be reduced. But Mr. Hailey
goes further and states that the loss involved in
the sale of roverse councils is not & loss at all, but
the expenditurs necessary to earn the advantages
which India will secure on the saving in the
home charges and many other directioms. The
eountry wants to benefit by & high exchange, he
argues, and it must be prepared to pay the neces-
sary price of this great advantage. Does not this
argument come to this, that the rate of exchage
has been fixed high to enable the Government
of Iudia to levy indirect taxation upon the
people and that the ocurrency policy of India
is subordinated to the supreme object of reduc-
ing the sxpenditure of the Btate on the remit-
tance of home charges ? It is difficult to say if
the Currency Committee itself would have accept-
ed this line of reasoning as a justification of the
high rate of exchange, in view of the faot that it
regarded the saving in the case of home charges
88 an incidental advantage merely. Everybody
knows that the Committee did not expect the
severe slump which has taken place in the ster-
ling-dollar exchange, and did not contemplate the
sales of reverse councils at a rate in exoess of the
market rate by & margin of three pence. The Secre-
tary of Btate ought not to have adopted the recom-
mendation of the Currency Committes with res-
pact io the exchange rate when the circumstances
were 80 different from these which the Committes

- had taken iuto consideration. The very fact that

the Government of India has made suggestions to
the Secrotary of State with the object of bringing
the market rate of exchange and the rate at
which they are selling reverse councils in harmony
with each other, ia enough proof to show how the
present polioy is wrong. Mr. Hailey, repressut-
ing the Government of India, which is only carry-
ing out the instructions of the Finance Committes

of the India Offive, has dutifully and ably putup

the best defenoe he could, and it is not his faulg
if the Indisn public is not impressed by his argu-
ments. Wo are of opinion that the whole policy
underlying the sale of reverse counocils is wrong,
and that the attempt which the Finance Member
made to defend it haa exposed its weakness and
aggravated public dissatiafaction.

THE FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

EXCHANGE and military expenditure are the two
factors that dominate the Financial Statement
that Mr. Hailey has lsid before the Council.
While presenting the sstimates for the current year

- 8ir James Mesten took the gain on exchange ut a

little over a million sterling and desoribed tha
figure 838 " high.” The revised cstimates s cw

that in spite of the losa due to the sale of reverse
councils, the net gain is expacted to be 1134 orores.
But for this loss-it would have amounted to 2334
orores. And for next year it is estimated to
smount to 3034 crores. But these huge figures do
not furnish matter altogether for congratulation.
They represent a large addition to ocur resomrces,
but fluctuationsin the medium of exchange produce
economioc disturbances of a far-reaching character.
They dislocate trade, alier the relation between
debtors and creditors, and coreate sn uncertainty
which is highly prejudicial to the sconomic deve-
lopment of the couniry concerned. The mainte-
nanoce of the standard of value is, therefore, a sub-
jeot of grave concern to everybody, and no change
should be made in it except for imperative reasons.

The appreciation of the rupee was the result
mainly of two causes, the rise in the price of silver
and the increase in the irade balance in India's
favour brought about by the war. Exchange, how-
ever, need not necessarily have followed the rise
in the price of silver. It is impossible for laymen
to be dogmatic on so technical a subject, but Mr.
Dalal gives strong reasons in his minority report
for believing that Government was in no small
degree responsible for the rise in the exchange
value of the rupee. Whatever may be thought of
his recommendsations, his ceriticism of the policy
pursued by Government seems to bs thoroughly
sound. The greater part of therise has taken place
since the conelusion of the war. It ooourred sftor
1918, when demands for war requirements wore atan
end. Besides it was not neocessary to force India
to receive the balance due to her in silver. If
gold had been allowed tc be imported freely after
the United States had removed the embarge on its
export, it appears that the present situaiion would
not have arisen. The demand for silver would
have slackened and there would have been nc need
to push up the exchange. But, as Sir Stanley Reed
stated in the memorandum submitied by him to
the Currency Committee, in spite of the pro-
nouncement of the Chamberlain Commission, Gov-
erninent have not allowed India to determine for
itself the form in which its debts shall be paid.
Counoil bills have been sold when the Secretary
of State’s requirements had been satisfied, with t' e
sole object, it seems, of diverting gold from India.
It is principally this policy which has sreated the
problems which the Currensy Committee was ap-
pointed to solve. As Sir Stanley Reed vbserves in
the memorandum above referred to, “ the present
exchange and ocurrenoy difficulties have largely
arisen from the arrest of the normal flow of gold to
India and the substitution of credits abroad by
Government for the liguidation of the large balance
of trade. Deprived of the normal supply of gold
bullion, India has turned to the ouly precious
metal available, and has sbsorbed coined rupees
in prodigious quantities.

But, howsvever open toattack the official mani-
pulation of the currescy may have baen, our im-
mediate interest lies in seeing how the gain due to
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exchange is to be disposed of. No poriion of itis

to be credited to revenue in the current year. Out-

of 1134 crores, 74 crores will be credited te the
railway, irrigation, and Delhi capital accounts,
and 414 crures utilized for making up the Joss due
to the fall in the rupee value of the sterling holgd-
ings. .x:;onr 1234 crores will be used for the
formes puspuse and 12 crores for the latter, while
the revenues will get the benefit of the remaining
6 crores. The raillways account chiefly for the
proposed increase in capital expenditure. The ad-
dition is justified by a curious argument. For
every million pounds spent on the purchase of
stores and machinery in Europe or America, says
the Finance Member, * the actual cost to the In-
dian taxpayer is now very considerably less than
previously, and it would clearly mnot be right to
charge the capital accounts of our railways with
amounts which are fictitiously inflated, and have
not actually been spent thereon. We have decid-
ed, therefore, in view of the large sums involved,

that our capital accounts should properly get-the .
benefit of the higher rate of exchange prevailing.”

Payment for purchases made in Europe has fo be
made ingold. We require, accordingly, as many
rupees as will be equivalent to the value in gold
of the articles bought, and when the exchange
value of the rupee rises, it is obvious that fewer
rupees will be needed to make the necessary pay-
ment. Ifthe azcounts are still kept on the old
basis, the allotment for railways (in sterling) cught
to be represented by a smaller figure. But to
maintain it at the old figure and then {0 use it as
a ground for increasing the capital outlay (in ru-
pees) on railways is merely to juggle with words.
Why not say frankiy that, with the partiality
which Government have always shown for the
railways, they have 'ecided to increase the capi-
tal expenditure on them, because they have more
money in hand now ¥

In providiag £17-7 million for the railways dur-
ing the current year, Sir James Meston stated thatit
was “the largest amountthathas ever been allot-
ted to railwaysin any one year.”” It was probably
higher by 30% than the highestgrant made till then.
The railvays have been starved during the last
five years. Oa account of want of funds and the
difficulty of obtaining materials, they have not
been kept up to the standard, and have suffered a
great deal of deterioration. Itis not unreasonable,
therafore, that Guverament should take the earliest
opportunity of making good the large arrears that
have accumulated. The railways are a vxluable
asset to the Siate and a source of rapidly expand-
ing revenue. They should, therefore, be maintain-
" @d in a high state of eficiency. But the standard
representad by the current year’s estimate, the
whole of which has not been spent owing partly
to the failure of English supplies, sheuld have
sufficed for this purpose.

The railway department isnot the only one that
has suffored on account of the war. The depart-
moats whish have an intimate bearing on the

welfare of the peopls. have suffered equally, if
not more, Money is required urgently for educa-
tion, sanitation, medical relief and a number of
other vital purposes. The additional sum which
has been assigned for railways may well have besn
spent on these objests. And the same remark applies
to the increase in the capital expenditure on rail-
ways provided for in the Financial Statement for
next year. But thera is not the slightest reference
in the Statement to these matters, whish are, even
from the economiec point of view, of greater im-
portance than the extension wnd development of
railways. In spite of the war and z falling ex-
change, England has added considerably to her
expenditure on education. But the Government
of Indis have not been able to make even the
most meagre provision in that direction.

The poliey of Gevernment in regard to the
sale of reverse councils has been sharply eriticized
in Indian eommercial quarters. It has been pointed
out that they are being sold at a time when the
balance of trade is in India's favour, and it is being
asserted that the interests of the people are being
sacrificed to those of European merchants and ex-
change banks, The Finance Member has devoted
a large portion of his statement to an elucidation
of the exchange, but has significantly refrained
from referring to the above-mentioned topic. His
silence can only lead the country to the conclusion
that the position of the critics of the Government
is not one which can be easily assailed.

Including the coniribution to H. M.'s Govern-
mont, the budgetary provision formilitary expendi-
ture has been taken at £40 million. Of this £38°55
million will be available for the army serviess,
The burden is staggering, but we are told that if
the operations on the frontisr continue, even the
expenditure proposed may not suffice. The defeat
of Austria and Germany and the disappearance of
Russia from among the European powers has
brought no relief to India. The anarchy in Russia
threatens Indias with a greater danger than did
the armies of the Czar. Government is bound to
take all necessary measures to protect India from
external nggression, and in such a matter it must
act on the opinion of its military advisers. But it
must be pointed out that the Indian army is not
maintained solely with a view to the defence of
India. It is also meant to serve Imperial purposes.
Besides, high as the expenditure on it is, it is in-
expansive. It is not backed up by a territorial force
or a system of reserves. Generally speaking, in-
crease in its numbers can be secured only by a pro-
portionate addition to its cost. Again, the almost
complete exclusion of Indians from commissioned
ranks prevents them from regarding it as a national
army. It is to them an instrument in the hands of
Government not mersly for repelling foreign foes,
but for keeping the people of the country in sub-
jection. So long as the resources of India do not
grow, the financial burden involved in maintain-
ing it will remain a crushing one, but the denisl te
Indians of all opportunities of receiving military
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training or occupying responsible positions in
their own army considerably reinforees their oppo-
-sition to the growth of military expenditure,
Without admiring the currenoy policy of Gov-
erament, one may well be glad that the rise In ex-
change will enable the previnces to start on their
new career with muoch greater resources than they
would otherwise have enjoyed. The Montagu~
Chelmsford report anticipated an Imperial deficit
of 131§ crores. But in viaw of the new rate of exy
change racommended by the Currancy Commities
{10 Re. for a gold sovereign), the Government of
India have informed the Committee on Financial
Ralations that the Imperial deficit may be reckon-
ed at 6 crores. They have further indicated that
they “propose to assume the liability for extin-
guishing these contributions within & measurable
time.” )
H. N, KUNZRU,

THE MADRAS ELEMENTARY EDUCA-
TION BILL.

'THE Madras Elementary Education Bill, besides
introducing permissive compulsion, also seeks to
improve the existing voluntary system, and for
this purpose power is to be taken under the Bill
to organise a District Educational Counecif in
avery distriet whose function it will be to co-ordi-
nate and direct the activities of the various agen-
cies working in the field of elementary eduoation.
This proposal to form an independent ad koc body
in every district for ascertaining its educational
needs naturally suggests the analogy of Mr. For-
ster's Actof 1870 in England which provided for the
creation of School Boards. Several of the provi-
sions in the Madras Bill are no doubt copied from
the English Act, but a closer examination of the
two measures reveals more points of contrast than
of resemblance. Altogether, compared to the great
Aot which esiablished & complete system of na-
tional education in England, the Bill put forward
by the Madras Guvernment is a puny thing,
which has nothing in it which will inevitably
tend to make eduocation universal within a short
period or even to quicken the pace of eduoca-
tional expausion. The principal feature of the
Forster Act was, in Mr, Forster's own words, “a
legal enaoctinent that thore shallbe afficiert schools
everywhere throughout the kingdom.” Although
the Aot left compulsory attendanco of children to
the opinion of local bodies, it made, be it remem-
bered, compulsion in the matter of provision of
adequate school accommodation absolute. It fast-
ened on & school district the duty of providing
achools sufficient to acoommodate all the ohildren
of sohool age resident in the locality. The agengy
to enforce this compulsory school provision was
that of the School Board, and the inquiry to ind
out the educational want, provided for by the Act,
was only preliminary to the taking of necessary
steps to supply the want. The Madras Bill also
has the inquiry, but, under it, no action nesd

follow upon the -inguiry.. A liberal minded Gov-
ernment will ng doub$ take . suitable measures for
the spread of education. after the inquiry has re-
vealed the extent of the deficienoy, bnt, no statu~
tory.obligation reats sither upoen the (rovernment
or the District Edueational Couneils o be brought
inio existance, or the lccal bodies to supply it in
any measure. Lhal is the greal lack of this Bill,
and that is why it is nof to be compared with the
Act of 1870, The scope of this latter measure will
be .properly appreciated when it is remembered
that its author and ths Government of the fime
sxpected that in twoor three years. after the Aok
came into operation, elementary education would
become universal in England, or s¢ any raté tha
means of it would be within the reach of every
home. Mr. (Gladstone, the then Prime Minister,
described the Act in the following terms. ''Let us
ask oursslves,” said he, “whether any epitheta
exéept the largest and strongest are sufficient to
describe the seope and purpose of a measure which.
contemplates universat eduecation in a ocouniry:
which, even acoording to our present: statistios,
aslready presents a very large—]l wiil not say an.
unimeasurable—void. In truth, we cannot fairly
describe the popular education of this.country by
anything weaker than this, that down to the pre-
sant moment—guantity and guality taken together
—it remains miserably deflcient. Well, the Gov-
ernment have endesvoured %o construct a machi-
nery ... that shall be equal to the gigautic task—
a8 I may veniure to oall it—of bringing within
the course, perhaps, of two or three years,ors
period extremely shert, the means of popular edu-
cation up to such & point ss that they shall be
abls to grapple sffectnally with the entire neces-
gitics of the country.” The eduoational destitu-
tion in the Madras Presidency is, if anything,
graver than that which faced the statesmen of
England half a ¢entury ago, but the machinery
provided in tha Madras Elementary Education Bill-
to meet is thoroughly ineffective.

The District Educational Councils are to
colleat information regarding the existing provi-
sion for slementary education and the further pro-
vision necessary to place elemeniary education
within the remch of all children of school age.
Such a preliminary census is, of course, necessary,
but what next¥ The Councils are then to prepare,
in cousultation with the authorities ooncerned,
sohemes for the extension of slementary education
in each taluk board and municipal area;: and to
arrange, again, in consultation with the authori-
ties conoerned and with other eduoational agen-
cieas, for the opening of additional schools and the
expansion of existlng schools with a view to
giving effect, as funds permit, to such schemes
It will thus be ssen that the Councils wield no
independent power to increase sochouol provision to
any extent; the local bodies are to retain their
authority, and the Councils must get everything
done through them. If the local authorities pre-
sent a blank nsn possumus the Councils become
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powerless, Now, ocontrast with this the position | District Boards created under the English Act,.

assigned to the School Boards formed under the
Act of 1870. Under this Aet, the whole country
was properly mapped and divided, and power was
taken to oollect returns showing what in each
distriot was the number of schools, of scholars and
of children requiring education. Power was also
taken to send down inspectors to test the quality

of the schools. This inquiry was made, it should

be noted, not by School Boards—ihey came in aé
» later stage—but by the Department. Where the
existing provision was found insufficient, either in
quality or quantity, and after taking into account
the noacessities, not only of the would-be scholars,
but of all the children of achool age, a period of
six months was allowed within whioh voluntary

agencies might, if they chose, supply the deficiency. !

‘Where, at the expiration of this peried, sufficient
school accommodation was not provided, the State
stepped in and required the formation of & School
Board, upon which was cast the duty of providing
the means of education for every child of school
age within its area by means of levying upon thas
locality the necessary rate. Ordinarily, the rats was
not to exceed 3d. in the pound, but whatever money
was requirad fo finance the education of all the
children in the district under the rules framed for
the purpose, the School Board was, not empowered,
but required to raise by rates. The purpose of
creating School Boards was thus, not to make an

inquiry into the educational condition of the’

country—that was already done by the Eduoeation
Department—but to find the necessary funds.
As Mr. Forster said : “The object of School Boards
was rating. There wers other duties for them to
perform, but that was the one thing for which they
were called into existence.” Tha Board was to be
elected by the goneral body of rate-payers; and if
the rate-payers of any locality were perverse
and refused to slect the Board with a view to the
avoidance of rates, the Edueation Department was
empowered to form a Board by nomination and to
confer upen it the power of rating. This insured
ocomplete provision of educsaticnal facilities. It
will thus be seen that the District Eduoationa)
Council in the Madras Bill is not the eguivalent
of the Sohool Board in the English Act, having nei-
ther the function ner the power attached to the
latter. ‘What iz mainly required for the extension
of education in Madras or in any other province is
the provision of larger funds: the constitution of

District Eduoeational Counecils does not assist in-

this object. These bodies, therefore, while they are
not directly useful, may even prove an unnecessary
sncumbranoe.

Circumseribed as is the scope of the proposed
Distriet Eduoational Councils, it is hardly neces-
sary to eonsider their composition. The provisions
regarding this matter are rather complicated, but,
briefly, the Government are empowered to nomi-
nate one-fourth of the total number of members, the
Collector snd the Inspectior and Assistant Inspee-
tor of Schools being appointed ex officio. The

on the contrary, were wholly elected by the rate-
payers. The Government had at first proposed that
thoy should be elected by the town ocogueils and
vestries. It was feared that the body of burgesses .
would be guided by narrow pecuniary considers-
tions, and it was also felt that the town ocouncils
would better discover men suitable for appointment .
to the Board than the mass of rate-payers. The Gov-
ernment, having no decided opinion on the matter,
yielded fo the pressure of men like Bir Charles
Dilke who preferred election by rate-payers. What
the Government were deoided against, however, was
nomination by themselves or the sppointment of '
any ez officio members, They felt that if the Govern-
ment took any share in appointment of members.
they would diminish their power of dealing with
the Boards in cases where the latter did not do-
their duty and therefore they decided that it was
“far better to rely upon the results of inspection
than upon any ocontrol to be exercised by the nomi-

“nees of a Government Department.” The following

remarks of Mr. Forster are noteworthy in this
connexion :

Now, they had not thought it right that Government.
nominees should be sppointed with a view to seoure the
proper performanoce of the duties of the Board. If mem-
bers ware appointed by the Government, even if they were
overraled by their collengues, it would be very diffionls
for Government, shrough its nominees, not to be responsi-
ble for the doings, and, possibly, even for the misdoings of”
the Board. It bad aslways appesred to him that they
oould exercigs more inflnence over the Board by trusting
them entirely,and by giviog them considerable powers ¢
for if the Board did not in that case do its duty, they
could more easily interfere and fnsist upon the perform-
ance of what was necessary, saying to thesm—"We tell
you olearly what you have to do, if you do pot do it wa
will step in and do it ourselves'”

Of ex officic members he said :

Weo might certainly add ex officic members to the School
Bosrd; but we have come $o the conclusion that no real
strength would be given tc a Board by putting ex officio
menbers on it., We believe that the very men fit to be
ex offcic members would come in with greater influence
and almost with equal certainty, if subjected to popular
elaction.

The English Aot conferred upon the Education
Department the power of dissolving School Boards
if they neglected to do their duty and requizing
new boards to be elected. This provizion has bgen
incorporated into the Madras Bill; but the other
provision requiring a report of the cases in which
this powor had been exercised to be made fo Par.
liament annually—which is a safeguard againstits
possible abuse—is not adopted in any form by the
MadrasGovernment. The relevant clause in the
Aot ran as follows: “The Education Depariment:
shall eause to be laid before botbh Houses of Parlia-
ment in every year a spscial report stating the
oases in which they have made any order under
this section during the preceding year, and the
reasons for making such order.” The obligaiion to
state reasons for the exeroise of this power should
be particularly noted.

Since so much parallelism is found with the
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English Aot of 1870, which was introduced soon
after the extension of the franchise to the work-
Ing olasses, I may as well quote the following ex-
traot from the speech of Mr. Forster in introducing
the Bill, which is so very apposite to our case, as
w9 are on the eva of the establishment of &' wide
franchise in conssquence of the rocent constitu-
tional reforms:
Upon this speedy provision {of slementary, sduoation)
* dspends also, I faily bolieve, the good, the safe working
of our constitutional saystem. To its honour, Parlismant
. has Iately decided that England sball in fature begovera-
od by popular government. I am one of thoae whe would
Dot wait yatil ths people wers educated before I would
trust them with politionl power. If we had thus waitad
‘we might have waited long for eduostion; but now thai
" wa have given them politioal power we must not wait any
loager to give them education. Thers are questions de-
manding answers, problems which raust bs solved, whioh
ignorant constituencies are ill-fitted to solve, ’

S.G V.

MILL LABOUR IN BOMBAY.—IIL

THAT the Bombay mill-hand is a workman of very
low efficiency goes without saying. His physique
is poor and he is not capable of strenuous work,
Mr. H. Q. Wells has made a humorous reference
to this condition of the Bombay mill-hand in one
of his novels and characterised it as juvenile
labour, because even the adult workman looks liks
achild so far as his stature is concerned. The
mill-hand’s physique is not only poor, but in fact
deteriorating. Apart from considerations of humani-
ty, we cannot hope successfully to compete with
other nations in the industrial field with this sort
of labour. Japan has proved by her efforts that
the poverty of physique ean be remedied, and now,
thanks to the strides made by physical develop-
msat in that country, a man measuring six feet
tall is not a rare phenomenon. The causes of the
physical inferiority of the Bombay mill-hand are
various. They ought to be carefally investigated
and ooncerted mesasures must be takenm by the
State, mill-owners and the general community,
The mill-hand’s low vitality renders him an easy
prey to diseases like tuberculosis and epidemios
of chalera, influenza, &c. Not only that, but the
consumptive mill-hand, who generally goes to his
native village to die there, carries the seeds of
infeotion with him and unconseiously beocomes
an instrument in spreading the white plague
among his fellow-villagers. These far-reaching
consequences of the neglect of the labour problem
deserve to be seriously considered.

The mill-hands are a floating population in
Bombay,and urban working-classes ofa permanent
character are yet to come into existence. The
mill-hand of to-day is partly an agriculturist and
partly an urban workman. He bacomes the latter
- out of pure necessity and never feals st home in
Bombay. Hs is extromoly comservative in hia
attachment for his native villags and the ancestral
plot of land. There is the joint family system
and also there is the subdivision of ancestral

1anded propsrty, both of which help to maintain
the mill-hand's eonnection with his native villaga:
Moreover, what is there in Bombay eoxeapt the
meosans of making a little addition to the family:
exchequer that the mill-hand should forget his
native village altogether * The climate of Bombay
is enervating, the whole atmosphere is uneongenial
to the man who has epent the days of his boyhood’
in a village, and the surroundings are unhealthy,
Is not, then, the man who spends s few months
of the year in his native village well advized im
doing so ¥ That is the only way in which he can
recuperate his health and thus inorease his life by .
a fow years. In short, the mill-hand does not lock
upon his work in the mill as his westéern somrade
does, and thus he has no heart in it

The mill-hand is illiterate and possessea very
little skill. The S8tate has not yet made primary
education free and compulsory, and- the iiliteraey
which has resulted from this policy of neglect is
responsible for not a few evils, You may Gry your
best to educate the mill-hands by starting news-
papers, by issuing pamphleis and leaflets on thsir
rights and daties and on subjects like sanitation,
co-operation, &e., but so long a3 the present extent
of illiferacy continues, only a microscopie frao-
tion can be touched. Illiteracy means ignorance,
and the evile which ignorance brings in its train
are a legion. Had the mill-hands beon literate as
s class, they would have long ago organissd them-
seives. Self-conscious, well-organised and wall-
disciplined working-olasses must sver be an im-
portant asaet in the all-round progress of & nation.
Also it must bo remembered that an illiterate
population can never be expected to producs effiei-
ent workmen, workmen who can dotheir work skil-
fally and with as little waste of time and material
ag possible in the conditions of modern industrial-
ism. It is not possible to impart technical eduoa-
tion to thoss who are unacquainted with the three
R’s. Want of education has also tended to keep
down the atandard of living to its present level.

When a strike occurs the mill-hands are com-
pletely in the hands of irresponsible and reckiess
men smong them. Very fow of these men are
regulsr workers and are losers under nmo circum-
stances. They are active, and scme of thom are in-
telligent tco. They are, however, unprincipled
and anscrupulous and totally unfit to assume lead-
ership. In the sbsence of betiter leaders and om*
account of the unorganised oondition of labonyr,
they find it sasy to constitute themselves an leaders
of their less aotive brethzen. When a strike is on,
those people create rumours, raise false hopes, bar
the way to compromise, and, when other mesana
fail resort t2 intimidation. Thus, negotiations on
& systematic basisbesome impossible, and the mams
of the strikers has to suffer on account of the loew
of wages ocnsequent on the unnacessary prolonga-
tion of the strikes. It is not an unusual thing to
£nd that when & strike ocours somse of the strikers
arc unshle to tell why they have struck work, and
it beoomes a diffioult task to ascertain the ceuse.
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Tiioss of the strikers who can desoribeYthe griev-
ances which they want to have redressed are as
often as not afraid to come forward to do so,fearing
logt their namesshould be put down in theblack list
by the employer. Really speaking, the mill-hands
bave no leaders, whether belonging to their own

olasss or to the educated classes, who can authorite- -

tively speak on their behalf. There are men who
olaim to be the Keir Hardies, Bob Smillies, Tom
Manns, &o., of the Bombay mill-hands,but the only
pity isthat they are leaders without any following |
Some men belonging to the educated classes move
among the mill-hands. A few of these are the work-
ers of the Social Service League who carry on
walfare work, and they do not lay any olaim to
leadership. The rest of the educated people are
divided into two parties, and there is a regular
tug of war for leadership between them. There

are several “ Labour Assoociations and Unions,”
None:

and they belong to either of these parties.
of these so-cailed Associations or Unions has dven
s few hundred members. There is - only one
‘ Labour Asscciation ' which is quite s non-party
affair, and it is the oldest of all. But, with & big
signboard of that name, it is nothing more than
a mere notice office. The newer institutions are
little better. One of the said parties rely ‘on some
Talimwalias and a few jobbexs for their leadership
and seek its recognition specially in the official
world,and the other consist of some political en-
thusiasts of the extreme school whose only object
in espousing ths cause of mill-hands is to gain in-
fluence over them and utilize their numerical
strength for political purposes. These people roly
for their leadership upon some half-educated

boys who happen personally to know a few mill-

hands. One of such would-be leaders of A mill-
hands has provided employment for some buys
in his private concern. There is a mill-hands’
union, the name of which is every now and
then boomed in certain vernacular prints. » This
Union has the distinction of baving a boy of sight-
een as its chairman. This boy was selling. news-
papers only a few months back ! Democracy with
a vengeance, indeed | The guiding spirits of these
bogus unions weloome the cpportunities that are
afforded by a general strike and suddenly leap into
prominence. Those.who practically know nothing
f the mill-hand’'s life come forward as labourlead-
ora. Bo long as these outsiders encourage the
strikers in their uncompromising attitude their
advioce is listened to,"but_as soon as they utter a
word unpalatable to the.mob they are hooted ocut
-and pelted with stones. The last strike has clear-
ly demonstrated that theymill-hands bave no lead-
ors worth the name. This chaos is only due fo
want of education and organisation.

Ad regards the sconomio condition of the mill-
hand, it can_be safely stated to'be far from satis-
factory. Over 70 p. 0. of the Bombay mill-hands
are in debt. Marwaris and Pathans drive & roar-
ing trade among them, and tha debts are contracisd
at an usurious rate of interest. Most of the mill.

hands are thriftless, and once they are in the-
clutches of the Marwaris they are doomed to per--

' petusl indebtedness. The co-operative oredit so-

cieties started by the Social Service League are.
doing much to counternct this evil, and with the
extenaion of the movement a considerable improve-
ment in the economie condition of the mill-hands
will be effected. The improvidence of the mill-
hand is largely responsible for his indebtedness.
Some of his. social customs involve extravagant.
expenditurs; but the greatest evil is drink. All
the mill-hands are not, it should be remembered,
poorly paid. Men working in certain departments
of the miil are, no doubt, very inadequately paid i
but the wages of certain classes of workers are
not insufficient, considering their standard of
living, Even before the last general strike an
ordinary weaver, for example, used to earn some-
thing batween Rs. 40 and Rs. 70 per month, sn
income that may be envied by a number of the
poorer middle classes. The former has to pay leas
for his house-rent, food and ‘clo‘ching than the
latter, who has also to provide for the education of
his children. The mill-hand’s women and children
are also earning members, and with all this the
mill-hand’s economic condition is, on the whole,
much worse than that of & poor middie class man.
Drink formsa big item in the miil-hand’sbudget, and’
most of his misery must besttributed toit. No tem-
perahce propaganda can root out tkis evil. The
(Jovernment must radically change its Abkari
policy, which in its present form has proved the
ruin of the mill-hand’s domestic happiness, physi-
cal fitness and economic well-being. If America
can afford to go ‘dry,” why should it be impossible
for India to adopt the poliey of total prohibition ¥
Any man who cares to visit the mil} localities will
find that in the heart of each locality and af the
most prominent centres there are liquor shops, and’
some of the owners of these shops have becoms en-
ormously rich. The Abkari revenue is taintefi"'
with the very life-blood of the nation, and no sacri~
fice will be too high to effect its extinetivn.
PARELWALLA.

A LETTER FROM LONDON.

{ PROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT. }
Lospox, FEBRUARY 12.

MRER. N. M. JOSHI'S IMPRESSIONS.
MR. N. M JosEI has now returned from Amer.ioa:
and locks well and active. He has thrown him-
self into fresh work hers with his. a.ceustomed‘
energy, and hopes to leave for India in about a
month's time with a whole store of fresh informa-
tion regarding labour conditions h.ere. He h?s un-
doubtedly come back a more econvincad ‘adn:nrer of
this country than ever. As regards organ tsa%ion‘and'
method, he cannot apeak too highly of America §
put for humanity in the treatment of labour ‘and
eonsideration forthe whole labour problem, he is of
opinion that America has a very .great d.eai. to
learn from England. His observations coincide
with the opinion of most other people who have
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investigated American conditions. And he is
under no illusion at all as to the charactar of the
support given in America to anti-British props-
-ganda. It iz not always bacause the Americans are |
~ really friendly to the caases that they ars pudblicly 1
advocating withsuchan appearance of enthusiasm,
“but often because these are useful and convenient
. channels for the expression of none too friendly
sentiment towards the sountry, Here, too, ke con-
firms the views of so experienced an cbserverasthe
Times’ correspondent at Washington. Asto Mr.
Joshi's work as & mamber of the British delega-
tion as a non-official representative of Indian la-
bour, you have already published his excellent
speach in favour of the raising of the age of em-
ployment of children in iIndusiry in India, and
that, I believe, ia a good index of his activity, His
-influence has been a sobor but broaderning one. Nao
-one oould reasonably say that his opinions wers
not sufficiently advanced, or that they were put
forward in any hesitatiog manner, and he appears,
from independent accounts, to have gained the
<confidence and estesm of his colleagues and others
~who came into contact with him, for his ability,
Jknowledge, earnestness, and thoroughness. Hse
-speaks in very high terms of Mr Laipat Rai's
work in the States.
THE STATE OF BRITISH PARTIES.
The new session of Parliament that has just
been opened in great state by the King in parson
s likely to be a historic one in the history of this
country, apart altogether from the heavy pro-
gramme of legislation foreshadowed in the King's
- speech. Upon the course of business will largely
depend the future of the present Government and
the prospects of a Geueral Election, which the
Prime Minister professes to regard with confi-
dence, Forthe moment affeirs in Parliament are
dominated by what is happening outside. Within
a fortnight we shall know the result of the Paisley
by-election, where polling takes place to-day.
There are only three ec¢andidates—Mr. Asguith,
Mr, Biggar (Labour) and Mr. Mackean {Coslition
Unionist). Asto the last, his candidature is not
regarded serioun-ly, save in 80 far as it helps to
deprive Mr. Asquith of votes most of which would
-otherwiso ba cast for him. Mr. Biggar stands as a
Labour and Co-operative candidate and claims to
have the support of the great bulk of CO-Cpera~
tors and Irish voters in the constituency. If his
claim bs gorrect, he will undoubtedly be slested,
But it is believed that he exaggerates his pros-
pects, and undoubtedly Mr. Asquith has groaily
improved hisown during the last four days., He
hoas treated the country to orations on foreign and
domestio politios on the big scale, and has besn
proving that, 30 faras shesr ability and experi-
‘ence are oonoerned, his opponenta cannot reflect
oven & pale light, as eompsared with himself. Lord
Haldane's scarcely veiled invitation to the elec-
tors of Paisley to oppose his former chief has
been treated with the saricusness that it deserves,
but Mr. Asquith has boldly accepted the challenge,

and hss declared that, in matters of political idesl-
ism, Liberalism has nothing to learn from =and
much to teach Labour. Two instructive events
bave just happened. It was only natural that ihe
shade of Gladstone should be lavoked 2t Paicley
by so accomplished a eampaigner as My, Asguith.
But within the last four days he has received
encouragement of 4 less shadowy kind. Lord
Robert Cecil, who carries great weight as a moral
force in this country and who i{s an independent-
minded Coalition Unionist, with a useful follow-
ing in the House, has sent 2 letter fo My, Asquith
expressing the hope that he will head the poll
and return to the House of Commons. Lord Chap
lin, & Tory of the cld school, has also written to
Mr, Asquith in the same sonse, on the ground that
s strong and effective Opposition is a necessity of
good government in the country. With all praise
for and appreciation of his work in the House as
Ieader of one of the two Opposition parties, Sir
Donald Maclean has none of the fighting gualities
of the leader of men., He iIs & lisutenant, though
& very eapable cne. In his speech on Tuesday, in
the course of the debate on the Address in reply,
Mr Lloyd Georgse caustically reminded Sir Donald
Maclean that he should notspeak disrespectfuliyof
Coalitions, but noteven the most sanguine Liberal
aould hope that his party, unaided by other poli-

tical factions, would be abla to return to office.
TEE SITUATION IN GERMANY.

- The German situation has once mors become
acute by resson of the Allied demand, for the
surrender of war-oriminals under the Treaiy. All
Germany is aflame with bitter indignation, and no
one scoms disposed to surrender the 900 persons,
kigh and low, who are demanded in expiation of
war-crimes. Someof the names are obviously un-
puitable, unless the high moral issue is taken that
the supremely guilty are those who, by letting
loose this horrible ecatastrophe upon mankind,
havo the ohief responsibility for ali the aocts of
cruelty sand horror that intensified its awfulness,
But the general feeling sesms to be that a neut-
ral court would be better than an Allied one, and
against which Germany could not legitimately pro-
test ; and nlso that the demandshould be limited to
those who havo acbually and personally offended
against the laws of war. It is difficult to see how

the present impasse is to be esoaped from,
THE AMRITEAR MASSACRE. .-

Sir Michasl O'Dwyer has succeeded in heaping °
ecoals of fire upon his head for his ili-judged
attempt to browbeat the Times into a resiling from
the position that it had faken up on the Amrit-
sar scandal. All he has done by his insolent in-
tervention is to induce that paper to reiterate its.
views on what took place and the responsibility |
for it in even more foreible language, and to deli-
ver upon him a well-merited oastigation for his

attempt to hinder the paper in the performance of
its public duty ia commenting upon the affair.
Amritsar will not be forgotten here for many a
long day, and the heroes of it will not be Dyer

and O'Dwyer.
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{ACTINA CURES DEAFNESS,

Not merely hinproves the zenee of hearing tempo- ¥
rarily s do Flectrophones, Ear Drums, ete. but réally §
p cures the disease permanently. The secret of Actines’ [
| wuccess is that it removes the cause of the diseasze and }
| thst is where it differa from all other trectments. 3
) The principsl ceves of Deafnees is Catarrhal. In- §

flammation of the thicat and middle ear and until thie is ll
§ removed the hearing cammot be restored. The powerful

1 vapours ammatinﬁ from Actina inbaled through the &
‘H mouth and nostrils and applied to the eye, course

| through the delicate nerves and blood-veseels, removing }f

i Congestion stimulating szd invigorating and restoring [
N the orgaos to their normal healthy activity. £
i -Acting is the surest, simplest and most satural cure |f
. for Deafnoss ang is just as effective in other Catsrrhal |

A diseas such ez Eye Troubles: Hay Fever, Asthma ; 8
% Bronchitie ; Headache ; Sore Throat; Influenge. ete. §
Costing only Ras 25-8 ( plus postage ete.} This wonderful 1§
¥ instrument should find s place in every home Booklet
3 entitled “Prof. Wilsor's Treatise on Disease” contain-
g ing ueeful health advice und full Particulase of our Con-
g dit nnpel Trial Offer, post free on request. Write to-day
j| toikai B.8. Bhandan, M. 4., Batalo (Indis.)
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Dr. BAILUR'S MEDICINES,

BIVA-JWAR, BALAGRAHA
Ague pills. CHURNA.
Price As. 8, Epileptic powder.
Per bottle, Price Re. 1.
Per bottlo,

Ask for our catalogue for other medicines &
Particulars,

Liberal commissioz.x f;r ”M;rehants.

Dr. H. M. BAILUR,
Dispensary, BELGAUM.

THE BOOK OF THE HOUR.

THE GOVERNANCE OF INDIA

A HAND-BOOEK OF PROGRESSIVE POLITIOB
BY BABU GOVINDA DAS
Babuo Govinds Das’s book on the * Governance of India™
affers 8 constructive scheme of reforms in the Indianconstruc-
slon. The book is full of original and fruitful cobservations,
the result of the anthor’s continuous stody snd reflectionon
she subject for years.

Crown 8 vo, Clotk Bound,
Frice Re. 5. Subscribers of Indian Revisw Rs. 2-8.

G. N. NATESAN & Co., Madras.
BOOK OF THE HOUR,

Currency Reform in India

BY
Prof. V. G. KALE,

The suthor has made out a very strong case in
favour of a sound currency and sxchange system
for India. Every one who wishss to understand
the exchange problem should read the book, which
is extremely instructive.

Price Re. ©One,

Copies may be had from bockseilers or :—

The Aryabhushan Press, Poona City. 1

" ing the eame iitle.

CUT ME OUT

and mall me, with your name and sddress, to
Good Luck Co., Benarea City.

&I will bring you, per V, P. P., one COS851 SILK SUIT length
for Rs. 12 only. These pieces are economical, hard wesr
and handsoms ever made.

Test them any way you please-Why not glve it a trial ¥

EIFTE YL

Self-Government for India.
IN TAMIL.

The “ Hindn » anys:— ¢ Thie is an adaptation in sasy
Tamil of the Hon. Mr. V. 8. Srinivaea Baetri's pamphlet bear-
Mr. B. M. bichael of the Servaute of Indis.
Bociety has done a usefni sorvice to South India by meking it
;vaila te to the Tainil-reading public. The book is priced at

at. :
Apply to ~=The Seccretary,
‘ Servants of India Soclety.

The Madras Co-operative Leather Goods
Faciory, Lid.,

STARTED & MANAGED

BY
{THE SERVANTS OF INDIA SOCIBTY, _

§ .. Will make all kinds of Boots, Shoes, Sandsls,

Belts, Bedstraps, Handbags, Hold-alis, eto., to your

complete satisfaction.

It is a workmen’s Society, Workmanship
Excellent. Rates Moderate,

THE SERVANTS OF INDIA BOCIETY,

ROYAPETTAH—MADRAR,
Rates of Subscription.
{ Including postage. )} ;
Yearly e «.Bs. 600
Half yearly ve «.Re. 3-8-0-
Querterly - «.Ra. 2-0-00
Great Britain ( Yearly ) 16 shillings.
Single Copy ... A8, 0-3-0
Old issue, per Copy .. e An. O-40

Subtcriptivn payabls strictly in advance.
THE MANAGER, SERVANT OF INDIA.

INDIA’S WAR FINANCE.

POST-WAR PROBLEMS.
By Prol. V. G. Kale, ¥. A

The book Iucidly reviews the administration
of Indian finance during war time and cleasly
brings out the great services rendered and sacri-
fices made by this country for the eacce_ssfui pro~
seoution of the war to & victorious issue, It
describes the effetcs of the war upon Indian
finance, currency, exchange, trade and banking
and points out in what direotions urgent reforms
ars oalled for in view of the requirements of the
gountry’s-progress in the era of reconstruction and-
rapid development. Every student of publie ques-
sions and of Indian Economics ought fo buy &

sopy. Cloth bound Rs. 2 ] ,
@opies may be had of leading booksellers.
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