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TOPICS OF THE WEEK,

IT is a happy sign of the times that, in terms
of the Ro¥al Proclamation, the orders now in force
requiring the deposit of securities under the Press
Act, are being canceliad and the securities depo-
sited returned. - This wise policy is general, being

. adopted in sll the provinces. In the Bombay Pre-
sidency, the resfriotions applying to 34 out of 46

‘pressas and b out of 8 newspapers are ordered to be

abrogated. The names are yet not known. Wa
only hope that liberal application will ba given to
the policy, and in any event no press or paper
must bs penalised on its arbltray condemnation
by the exsoutive Goveriment- In Madras also
many of the newspapers are being releassd from

the chains, and we fully expeat that in that presi-:

.denoy the prucess will be carried to the far-
thest limit o which any local Government can
oarry it. In Bihar the Search ight has bean freed
from the security order and we trust that in every
provinoe measures will be taken to undo the mis-
chiof wrought by the Press Aot
o - * L 2

THE Judioial Committes of the Privy Council
beard on the 16th instaat the appeal of Bugga and
others against the conviotions and sentences pass-
¢4 by the Punjab martial law commission.. Ths
contention on behalf of the appellants was that
Regulation 10 of 1804, under which martial law

-was declared in the Punjab, empowers the Gov-
ernor~-General in Council (to establish martial law)
in the oase of those persone who are astually taken
in arms or in the commission of an overt act of
rebellion against the State, and sinee none. of the

appellants was so taken, they were entitled to be

tried by the ordinary sourta. Exoeption was spe-

-¢ially taken to Ordinance 4, which. extends the

r -

soope of Qrdinance 1 and covers offences commit~
ted as,back as March 30. Sir ‘Phivaswamy Aiyer
thus described the effsct of the fourth Ordinance:
“ Whereas by the first Ordinance only persons
cbarged with the offences described in section 2
of the regulation could be: tried,, the  fourih
Ordinance provides . for the trial:of any person
charged with any offence committed on or after
the 30th March, 1919. It may be snything puni-
shable under the Indian Penal Code or, for the
matter of that, even under a speejal or a local law.
The offence may be a simple trespass, defamation,
bigamy or nuisance. It need mot invalve the safe-
ty of the British possessions or the seourity of the
lives and the property of the inhabitants.” If such
an interpretation is to be. placed upon the Ordi-
nancs, it is clear, tha appellants contended, the
Ordinance was ulira virés and unconstitutional.

Judgment is reserved.in the case. . - PR

® -* » -

THE Gokhale Anniversary was celebzated on
the 19th inst. at all the centres of the Servants of
India Society. In Poona a gathering of nearly
five thousand was addressed by Mrs. Annia Besant,
oxtolling the manifold virtues of the departed
leader in ohoicest language and pointing out the
yaricus directions in which his constructive
statesmanship would have applied iiself in
the altered circumstances. Mrs.  Besant also
unveiled a beautiful portrait of Mr. Gokhals to ,
be hung up in the rooms of the Deccan Sabhs.
In Bombsy Sir Narayan Chandavarkar. and
several others gentlemen spoke. In Madras the
oolebration took place under the presidency of
Dewan Bahadur Govindaraghava Aiyar. and
Maessrs, C. P. Ramaswami :Aiyar, T. M. Krishoa-
swami Aiyar and others were the speakers, In
Allahabad Pandit Hirday Nath EKunzra éehvered
an ad.ress on * The Life of Mr. ,Gokhale ™ under
the auspices of the Hindua Boardmg Honse At
Jamshedpur, also, a public mesting was held to
celebrate the anniversary, which was preatdad over
by Mr. Madan. The meeting at Benares. was pre-
sided over by Rai Krishnaji, and among the speak-

‘ers was Paadit Madan Moban Malaviya.

INa ébaeoh'dalim.md by him: the' Q‘ther day,

‘Mr. 8 Srinivasa Iyengar, upon whose re-eniry

into publie life Madras is to be felicitated, gdis-
oussed the present poktmal situation 8s . between
different parties.. This disocussion be might have
conducted on a higher plana. His maip themse is

. i, - .
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one to which we wholeheartedly subscrib;. that
all parties should go into the Congress, each re-
taining its.right to hold its own views and refus-
ing to be bound by the decisions of the Congress if
they rumn counter to its views. Mr. Srinivasa
Iyengar says that » minority may strive to
converd itself into & majority, but must not have
any organisations independent of the Congress.
To withhold from the minority the right to form
separate organisations within the Congress is
practicaily to deny it all opportunity of asserting
itself and becoming a majority. A minority, while
belonging to the Congress, must have its own
organisation where its views will have free play.
This ean happen without any injury tothe integri-~
$y of the Congress, and we do not see why Mr.
Iyengar should rule out this only way in which a
minority can make its influence felt and grow
in numbers.
L * *

The Bombay- Village Punchayats Bill has
undergone few alterations of any consequonce and
its most serious drawback is left unremedied. No
judicial functions in peity civil and criminal
cases are proposed to be assigned to the puncha-
yats, and this, without a doubt, greatly detraets
from the usefulness of the measure. It would
appear that this question of the oonferment of
judicial powers was discussed in the seleot com-
mitiee, but the chairman prevailed upon the
oommittee not to press it to a division. Thus, in
the result, the scope of the measure is unnecessarily
narrowed and much of the beneficence, which
might be legitimately expected from it, is lost.
Diwan Bahadur Mr. Godbole, in his dissenting
minute says that he has agreed to sign the report
on the understanding that a supplementary bill
‘authorising the Bombay Government to invest
select puhchayats with judicial functions” will be
ocoming before the Council in the near future, but
‘why the present bill should not be widened by a
provision similar to the one in the C. P. and
Bengal Acts is not known. '

L *» »

ANOTHER defect in the Bill which requires
rectification is that special provision must be
made in it for the representation of the so-called
untoucheble communities. The Bill is framed on
the thorough-going democratic principle, that the
punchayats should be wholly elestive, and that the
olection should be on the basis of manhood
suffrage. The special conditions of the depressed
olasses, however, practically debar them from any
effestive participation in the election, and it is
therefore necessary that one or mors seats, as
may suit the conditions of the particular puncha-
yat, should be feserved for them. Perhaps, there
need be no specific provision in the Bill to this
effect, and the rules to be framed thereunder will
possibly permit of seats being reserved for classes.
In the Bill, franchise is withheld from women, and
Mz, Desai insists that the franchise onght to be ex-
tended at leaat to the women who hold immaveable

property in their own right and to those who are
literate in thesense of having passed the vernacular

fourth standard.
& & *

AMONG the grounds on which ths introdustion.
of compulsory education for girls is resisted in
Poona by the Nationalist party, there are two of
vital principle, the soundness of which even those
not possessing a knowledge of local conditions can

‘judge for themselves, It is said that becnuse thers

is not enough money to go round for the education
of both boys and girls, boys’ education must be
given precedence, as havinga greater social valus
and beirLg a greater social neceseity. This is M.
N.C.Kelkar's dictum. Letusassume, for argument’s
sake, that a certain municipality can raise funds
sufficient to finance compulsory education of the
children of only one sex. Does it then so olearly
follow as Mr. Kelkar would have us believs, that it
becomes that body’s duty to take in hand only boys’
education, leavinggirls’ educationto the indefinite
future. The dispatch of 1854, en the other hand,
clearly lays down that girls' sdueation eontri-
butes mors to the social and educational progress
than boys' education and has thus a greator value.
Mr. Gokhale expressed the same sentiment. “1 share
the opinion, " he said, “ that the education of girle
ijs with us even a» greater necessity than that of
boys.” - » -

THE other ground which the Poona Nsation-
alists advance is that becauss the State ought to
bear a larger educational expenditure than it is at
present bearing, our energy must.now be con-

{ sentrated on securing a right apportionment of this

‘burden, and till Government beoomes willing to -
pay & grant-in-aid three-fourths, in amount, of

{ the total educational expenditure, all the munici-

palities, even those which are in a position to
jntroduce compulsory education on the present
footing of half the grant, must, as & matter of
tactics, hang back. All are agreed that the Govern-
ment must take a larger share of the burden, but

' fow will approve of the policy of suspending the

operation of the Compulsory Education Acttill Gov-
ernment assnmes that share. Mr. Gokhale thon.ght
that for every rupee spent by the local bodies,

| the Government should contribute Rs. 2; this pro-

portion, according to Mr. Gokbale, should apply in
the oase of boys’ as well as in that of girls’ eduoa-
tion. Yet the Poona Nationalists are prepared o
et boys come under the operation of compulsion
without any additional grant from Government,
while girls’ education must wait till all the nfunis 2
gipalities receive a three-fourths grant | Qutsiders

‘can certainly prononnce on these views of the

Nationalists, for they are not based on any local

cimoumstanoes.
*» »

MR. SRINIVASA SASTRI was invited by the
Imperial Press Assotiation to bea meml;er of the
Press Conference to be held in Ottawa in August

next, but is constrained to decline the invitation.
- - -
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THE QUEST FOR A NEW CAPITAL.

IF anyone thought that the Government of India
éeuld be persuaded to change their seat. ﬁ:om
Delhi, he must be a very simple man. Thisis =
very different thing from saying that the Govern-
ment of India wonld resist or lament if some ex-
traneous influence compelled them to doso. The
statement may be hazarded that no one of any
standing in the secretariat is enthuisastic for
Delhi;: a fow are lukewarm friends, and the rest
are decidedly opposed to it If a Viceroy with
abundance of individuality and driving power
made up his mind that Delhi would not do, he
would find that he had littls to overcome except
ths inertia which characterises bureaucretic ad-
ministrations. Some mild sarprise would ba caus-
ed by the initiation of the propoesl ; but in a short
time, quiet chuckling would- grow into open ap-
planse ;: and it would all wind up with an acknow-
ledgment that the change was inovitable and conld
have been predicted fromthe ontset. A wave of pub-
lic opinion may still perform the feat; the time is
ripe ; the oceasion is farnished by Mr. Sarma’s re-
cent resolution and the forthcoming Budget. The
resolution has been negativéd ; but members could
return to the attack during the discussion of the
Financial Statement and rouse the slumbering tax-
paver. The proposal tobuilda duplicate Parliament
house in Simis is not only an extravagance,one in
itself questionable,but raises the whole issue of the
annual movement to the kills of the various Gov-
erpmente in India. Tho attempt somefimes made
to discriminate between the central Government
and the local Governments and allow the exodus
to the ‘former, while denying it to the latter, is
invidious and without justification. No argument

oan be based on the difference in the parsonnel, the '

quality of the work, oxr the pressure under which
it has toc be done. Every provinecial budget will
probably contain proposals for the comstruction of
pew houses of legisinture at the summer as well as
the winter capital or at least for the movement of
the Government to the plains during asummer to
meot the legislatureas. Either way the publie
throughout the country will have the opportunity,
not lightly to be thrown away, of condemning the
serious administrative inconvenience and blunder
of hill-top government for one half the year away
from the throb of the people’s life The increase
in the outpus of work is more than counterbalan-
cod by the lack of touch, and a double wrong is
inflicted bn the people who get less government,
but are required to pay more for it. The Leader of
Allahabad gave up the fight too easily when it said
the other day that the abaodonment of Dethi as
the Imperial capital was not within practieal poli-
tics. On the contrary, the matter must be taken
up in right earnest and the suthorities compelled
onca for ail by foroe of public opinion to giveup
their Simla abodae during balf the year. That the
poorest population in the world should have the
costliest administration indulging in the luzury

—

of an annual migration to distant hill-stations is
an ineongruity which would not be tolerated in
any country where the people woted the expem.
diture, L

Once Simla s ruled out, the question is:
ie Delhi possible all the year round? Even if
the heat of the summer months were rendered
supporiable by tattis and fans snd other aids.
there seemed to be mosquitoes and flies and dis-
eases to which Dellri is liable. Considering that -
we have to decide for unborn generations, an ouk-
lay of four cuf of the iwelve crores required for
building the new eapital ia not such a loss as to
deter us from a change forced upon us otherwise,
Nor need the fact of Delhi being the King's choice

_keep us for one instant from pursuing the right

conrse at this time. The emphasis laid on this
circumstance by the spokesmen of the Govern-
ment shows us that it is unreasonable to expect
the King’s agenis to take the initiative. The pres-
sure of public opinion musat supply  the motive
power. No eity -unfortunately stands eut as
preeminently suiied to, suppori the honowr and
satisfy the tests of the metropolis of a vast country.
Cslcutta and Bombay, cities that might. claim
Imporial splendour, even if they were not at dif-
forent ends of India, are oo ecngested and over-
grown,  There are places- again that. enjoy tem-
perate and equable climates throughout the year,
but they are nof centres of thought and influence
where a Government will get the stimulus of eri-
ticisin essential $o-its efficiency, Taking all things
together, the city which appears to us make the
nearest approach to the ideal is Allahabad. That
the executive of the Indian National Congress
often chooses it as its meeting-ground is proof thas
it is popularly accopted as fairly accessible from
all parts of India. Madras, which has the most
reason to complain, would be brought seunsibly
nearer, when the Vizagapatam-Raipur line of rail-
way is opened. Though very hot for three months
in the vear, iis climate is not unhealthy or delote-
rious like that of Delhi. Wall sorved by news-
papers, with a High Court and a University, it has
the promise of development into a oity worthy of
Imperial honours. A touch of the farcical was
given to the debate in the Imperial Council the
other day when each speaker suggested his own
place for the coveted honour. But almost any
solution is betier than that of Delhi, coupled as it
necessarily is with Simlia.

THE GOKHALE ANNIVERSARY.
IT is now five years since Gokhale died. But the
loss that the countiry then sustained by his death
is as fresh to-day as it was five years ago on the
day of his departure from this world. Opinion is
ananimous that now more than ever India needs.
Gokhale, Itis indeed a sad thought that India
could not get another like him in the ocourse of
five years, Bnt India cannot go on without many
like him in the new era about to begin with the
introduction of the reforms which would demand
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- of us, to a very considerable extent, falemts for

oconsiructive work:of every kind. Wo must, there-
fore, do all we can to stimulaie in our peopls, and
particularly in our young men, endeavour to make
their-own as many as possible of the. merits that
distinguished Gokhale. One of the many ways in
which we can stimulate this endeavour is to cele-
brate the anniversary of his death. We must,
therefore, welcome the annual celebration of this
anniversary in many important centres in India..

In Poons, the principal centre of Gokhale's
activities, this anniversary is celebrated every
year in one form or another., This year the cele-
bration took the form of a public meeting held un-
der the adspjoee of the Daccan Sabha on Thursday
Iasf on the Liberal Club grounds. The principal ad-
drass of the evening was delivered by Mrs. Annie
Besant who had come down to Poona specially for
the purpose. The Hon. Mr, Kamat who presided
on the occasion paid in bhis introductory observa-
tions a warm tribute to the memory of our departed
leader and requosted Mra. Besant to give her ad-
dress. Mrs. Besant, who, on rising to speak, received
an ovation from the assembly, gave in her address
an eloquent expression to her generous apprecia-
tion of Gokhale’s career. First apd foremost,
Gokhale was a great patriot ready to give his all
to his eountry. If was then but natural that Mrs,
Besant opened her address with an eloquent tribute
to his patriotism. He began his life, said Mrs,
Besant in substanece, asa professor of the Fergusson
College and ended it as a member of the Servants of
Indis Soeiety. It was thus a’life of selfless dedi-
gation to the eauss of the country from one end fo
the other. This selfless devotion to his country'’s
cause could come only from his high spiritual
endowments, His aim was, a8 he used to say, to
spiritualise public life in India, and in his own
cas he successfully tried to realise that ideal
and thus set an example from which others could
take their inspiration in the mattier.

But Gokhale was not a mere patriot. He was
also, observed Mrs. Besant, a great leader of his
people,
their leader, a high ideal 6f progress in all spheres
of life which, as Mrs. Besant pointed ouf, was on
one ocoasion expreseed by him in these words
‘P want India to take her proper place among the
great nations of the world potitically, industrially,
in religion, in literature, in spience and in art.”
It was howsver his reasoned convietion that this
high ideal could be realised within the Empire to
which India, he thought with Ranade, was wedded

_ by Providence in its wisdom. He, therefore, al-

ways asked his countrymen to make this convie-
tion their own and to do ceaseless work for the
attainment of the ideal of progress in all direo-
tions in the true spirit of faith and hope.

But he did not ask others to do what he was
not personally prepared to undertake. In fact he

1sboured for India's progress as few others have-

ever done. More. His work slways was, as Mrs.

He always placed before his people as

,Besant pointed out, thorough. He was one of the
most eminent of our legislators and had, in that
oapacity, to deal with a variety of problems. But

| he never handled them superficially. He studied,

with infinite patience the fundamental principles

r:a.m.’. the numercus minute details of each and he
studied them from all points of view, particularly
from the point of view of those with whom he
could not agree on that question. He had the rare
' capaocity to look at things from the point of view
of his opponents and to appreciate the merits of
their position on any question. So he was naver
one-sided in his conclusions which when reached
in the way indicated, he could always defend with
a persuasive force sll his own, His criticisms in
the Imperial Counoil of the various measures of
Government and particularly of the annual finan-
cial statements attracted the attention they did,
because he could always make themr unassailable.
In fine, in everything he did he was so well equip-
ped that he could rarely be dislodged from his
position.

. Nevertheless he waa always ready to make
compromise, provided the price demanded was
not the sacrifice of one or more essential princi-
ples. like Charles Bradlaugh, Gokhele believed,
Mrs. Besant observed, in gradual progress by States.
He was ready to take the immediate next step
and thus to bring nearer than before the step next
to it. 'This was his attitude towards the Mozley-
Minto teformé which he advised his countrymen
' to acoept and to work in order to secure in that
way further constitutional advance. Had he been
living now he would have {aken the same attitude
towards the Government of India Act of 1919, and
would have given us the same advice tc accept
the reforms and to work them euccessfully in
order sooner to reach the next etage in the pro-
gress towards our goal. Wae could then best show
our regard for his memory, as Mrs. Besant pointed
out in tonclusion, by doing in the matter of the
present reforms what he himself would have done
had he been spared to us. '

After her address was over Mrs. Besant was
requested by the Hon. Mr. Paranjpye to unvsil &
a portrait of Gokhale prepared and presented
to the Deccan Sabha by our famous artist, Mr. S.
K. Pimpalkhare. In doing so, Mrs. Besant hoped
that the portrait would quicken endeavour in many
to follow his great example and to work as Gokhale
did in the cause of India's continued progress. We
.share Mrs. Besant's hopes and frust that men
in all paris of the country would try fo emulate
Gokhale's noble example. Under the new dispensa-
tion, India would need in large numbers mem of
Gokhale's patriotism, selfless devotion, high ideals
of progress in all spheres of life and the capacity
to do, with adequate squipment, ceaseless and
thorough work for its attainment. We frust India
will not want such msn to work for her progress
in the now ora.
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THE DEVIL AND THE SCRIPTURES.

IT is said that the Devil occasionally quotes sorip-
tures for his purpose, but as the Devil can never do
anything honestiy, ha must misquote them, take
them away from their sontext and forgaet the time,
place and circumstancss in _which the passages
weore written. The extremist attitude on the gues-
tion of primary education for girls and boys simul-
taneously well exemplifies this remark. In the first
place, like good boys, they make a great show of
their gocdness in accepting the principle of com-
pulsion for children of both sexes. In our opinion,
the sccsptance of & principle without the slightest
attempt fo bring it into practice and accompsanied
by the most rancorous opposition {0 the more hon-
est persons who make this attempt, is nttorly value-
less, Of course this piain fact is not unknown to
tbe extremists, much as they wish in this quastion
to forget it. The most reactionary bureauncrats
were always ready to give the maost fulsome lip-
bomage to the goal of self-government in India, pro-
‘vided the attainment of that goal was indefinitely
postponed. Buf thepopular party in India, inolud-
ing both theextremista and the liberals, rightly dis-
counted all such lip-homagd. They have been ask-
Ing for soms tangible proof of the actuality of their
belief, . The extramists havenot been satisfied with
only some proof; they want the whole ideal ai
once regardless of practioability, experience, fin-
sace, &¢; and no words are too severe for the
hated libarals if they urge the foroe of any of these
considerations. Now on the guestion of primary
education these considerations are being urged by
the exiremists qd natiseam, They think thata proof
of honesty is afforded by their, readiness to apply
compulsion to boys only. But the principle at stake
is not compulsion, but simulianeity of oompulsion
for both boys and girls. If they resist this, all
theirprotestations are so much waste of breath, and
people will know how to rate their zeal for public
good, regardless of caste, creed and ssx. If they
had come forward with some instalment in the
dirsotion of simultaneity, their oppenents would
have bsen glad to compromise with them, . Bub of
this thers iz no sign in the least. A workabls
scheme made by experienced educationists, which
is declared by some of the nationalists privefely as
well calculated to fight illitaracy, would aot be
locked at by them publicly. .
Then again they claim for themsslves to be

tha elected representatives and say that among
their opponents there are only six representatives
of tha rate-payers. In view of the largs velume of
publio opinion displayed on the side of the latter,
this fact only proves that the franchise in the
municipality is not sufficiently wide-spread, that
it tends to give undue representation to ons class
of people. Thus the depressed classes are keen on
this question. Their only representstive on the
municipality is & nominated member, In the opi-
nion of the extremists he does not represent his
peapla, bu%; their real representatives are two

genitlemen who opposed a resclution for their up-
1ift at the Lonavla Conference two yearsaage! The
Mahomedans have no elected member and it is
alaimed that their four nominated representatives
do not represent them, but that any of the ortho-
dox Brahmans may well be their real spokes-
man. Women have no representatives at sll.
on the body and therefore their proper spokesman
is Mr. Talvalkar, whose work in the causa of wo-
men cannot be disecovered by means of the most
powerful microscope ]| The bogey of a referendum
is trotted forth to support the opposition to girls’
education. A referendum is only feasible if every
adult resident of Poona were asked to give his opi-.
nion and if he were sufficiently educated to give a
considered epinion, :
The weakness of the ocase against girls’ eduea-.
tion is well illustrated by the desperate straits in-.
to which they sre plunged. They are now quoting
what Mr. Gokhale said ten years ago, when he
brought in his bill in the Imperial Council. On
other occasions the extremists are never tired of
saying that the war has changed everything, that
the most revolutionary ideas of six years ago ap-
pear now to be actually reaciionary, that the out.
look or the question of women's rights, duties,
and oapacities has been revolutionised. “When
Gokhale’s scheme for reforms was made publio, the
Kesari had not hard words emough to properly
characterise iis inadequacy, and it them forgot
that the scheme was worked out in the beginning
of 1915, But now Mr Gokhale’s words of 1911 are
to be regarded as gospel truth. To a man who
offers so-operation—of the responsive. variety—in
the working of reforms on one day and on ths
next says that we must so work them as to show
that they are unworkable, this veneration for Mer.
Gokhsle's very words uttered in 1911 is disingenu-
ous at the very least. Those who have besn all
the time associated with him in his work, ashis
willing assistants, are the persons, who can form a
guess a8 to what attitude he would have taken
on this day, and not those whose lives were spent
in nbusing him, belittling his work and hastening
the end of his days by misrepresentation,of aman
who was the soul of honour and was remarkable for
serupulons fairness to his opponents and intense
love for the good of his country even though his
work did not lsad to snccessive stages towards
deification at the hands of misguided followers.
The Kesari and its henchmen have been trying
to make capital out of one phrase in a speech of
the Hon. Mr. Paranipye in tho debate on the
Compulsory Edueation Bill in the Bombay Coun-
cil. But we wish they had read the whols
sentence in which that phrase oceurs. The speach
was made as 3 reply to Khan Bahadur Pir Baksh,
who brought forward an amendment fo restrict
the scope of the bill to boys only. This evidently,
does not look very promising, for any use of that
speach to buftress the cause of the opponents of
girls® education. K. B. Pir Baksk had said that
in Sind espscially, compalsion of girls wounld
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be opposed on religious and soeial grounds. Mr-
Paranjpye said inreply that if this were really so,
municipalities, composed of Indians themselves,
would not be ready to apply this permissive act
to-themselves. “There may be some municipali-
ties,” said Mr. Paranjpys, “in which public opinion
may be prepared to extend this clause to girls. Of
course we do not expect that the bill will be im-
mediately applied to girls, but after all we expeot
that we shall scon advance in public opinion
sufiiciently to apply compuision $o girls, and there
may be some districts where at any rate it will
not doany harm or cause trouble.” Mr. Paranipye's
words have come cut true. In Poona everybody
agrees to the principle of oompulsion and nobody
raises any objection from the sosial or religious
point of view ; the communities specially affected
are keen on it. Where then is the difficulty ¥ None
but in the diseased brains of the Keshri and its
followers. If they had boldly come forward to
oppose the principle of compulsion, we should have
had to consider the point apew. Certainly the
question at the time of that speech was not at sll
a-question of cost or taxes. It is dishonest to take
a phrase from a speech and try to use to support
the sxact opposite of what was intended by that
speech. This ig reslly the Devil quoting, or mis.
quoting, seriptures.

The opposition to girls’ education, indeed if
not in words, is only on the side of the nantionalist
members of the Muniecipality. These have been
wary vooal in recent Congresses and Conferences
in advoeating women’s suffrage in India. Eloguent

speeches have been made on this question, but it -

appears that these have been mainly for con-

sumption by the Labour party in England. They

expeot that a man like Col. Wedgwood will say
on reading these speeches: “ Look, how eatholie
an&d radical these Indian nationalists are. They
have already accepted the cause of women’s
suffrage which it took almost a century fo get
adopted in England. Should they not be allowed
to govern themselves? The cause of all classes
and cresds and both sexes is safe in their hands.”
It would be instructive to see what his opinion
would be pn reading the detailed aeeounf of hia
allies’ doings in the Poona Municipality. He'is
at any rate clever enough to see that & vote with-
out education of the most elementary kind is s
contradiction in terms.

If it was a question of merely increased grants
from Gtovernment, why not ask for the same in-
oreased scale of grants both for boys’ and giris’

compulsory edueation? On such a platform and |

on the understanding that if ecompulsion is in-

troduced, it will be enforced simultaneonsiy for boys’

and girls, there will be a practical unanimity, for
Poons ¢an make out a very good case for a special
soale. We do not say that new proposals for
taxation cannot be made without hitting the poor
people hard. For all this a round table conference
of both sides, would be the best method. The
Rajavade scheme may alsc be considersd &t such

a conference. But all these would appeal to ome
who fights in the open. To those who say one
thing and mean another, who ars determined not
to sacrifice anything for the advancement of their
poorer brethern and sisters, only the whip of
public opinion would be the most potent goad.

MILL LABOUR IN BOMBAY.—L

THE last millhands® strike was the second of its
nature—a sudden, general strike, the first having
cocurred only tweive montha previously. High
prices, huge profits and labour strikes is 8 vicious
circle and such strikes are threatening to be an
annual fixture. It is estimated that the last strike
caused a loss of about 6} crores of rupses to the
millowners and of about 30 Iakhs to the millthands.
In my opinion, the sctual loss hoth to the em-
ployers.and the employed is much higher than
this., Add to this, the loss of private property
caused by lootings, the cost of maintaining a
sufficient military and police force to prevent any
breach of the public peacs, the constant uneasi-
ness to the general public and also the menace to
the public health. Neither the millowners and
the millhands nor the géneral public ¢an afford to
have such strikes as a regular feature of the 'an~

| nual programme of the city’s staple industry.

Such swdden general and prolonged strikes
point to a series of serious defects in our industrial
organisation. Unless those defeois ars removed
in time we cannot hope to make unhampered pro-
gress in strengthening the existing industries and
building new ¢nes. To find out the defects we
muist be prepared to lock the facts in the face
squarely and boldly, without giving in to the
temptation of deceiving curselves by following our
pet prejudices or selfish interests.

That the millhanda, unorganised as they are,
are able to bring the mill industry 60 a standstili,
has been amply proved by the last two general
strikes. It is true their methods are crude and
their attitude at the time of negotiations and
sattlement of the dispute is not quite reasoaable.
The last strike was unnecessarily prolonged and
muoh avoidable waste was incurred. The mill-
hands ook upon strikes not as the last but the
firet remedy to get their grievances redressed and
aiso somotimes strikes in individual mills cecur -
on flimsy grounds, even on the ground of a bazaar
rumour. Moreover it is not sn easy task when
these strilkes occur, to bring the workmen to a
reasonable frame of mind. Can we, however, hold
the millhand alone responsible for this undesira.
ble state of things?

The eticlogy of the millhands’ strike has been
a mystoery, or at least it is treated as such by a
number of people. A few oapitalists and Anglo-
Indian papers contented themselves by attributing
the unrest to * Bolshevism,” an easy thing in these
days, when you have $0 condemn any person or
thing or to conceal any inconvenient truth. Some
saw the hand of the professional agitator in the
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whole affair. The fact was, howsever, that no other
Bolsheviet or agitator jhan high prices was at the
"700% of the matter. Also the huge piles that were
being made by the millowners could not remain a
profound secret. So far as my information goes,
& number of millowners knew that the strike was
coming on. Two or three months before the strike
aotually occurred, there were thick rumours that
the millhands would go on & strike and demand
highsr wages in the month of February after the
promised bonus had been distributed. Workmen
in & particular mill precipitated the matter and
brought about the strike one month earlier. Also
it ia a fact that the Millowners’ Association was,
some four months back, considering the advisabi-
lity of introduocing a ten hours’ day, at the instancq
of the Government, though nothing practical came
out of it and the question appeared io be prac-
tically shelved in the absencs of unanimity among
the millowners. Was it not possible for the mill-
owners, who are surely more educated and en-
lightened than their operatives, to take steps ia
time fo anticipate the men’s demands? By such
intelligent anticipation the trouble would have
-besn nipped in the bud. Even after the men struck
work, the millownere did not try to mseet them
half way, but tried everything to wourd the men’s
-self-respect. There was a complete deadlock and
the Social Service League had to step in i{p find
out a vra media. The LabourSettloment Committee
whish was specially formed for this purposs, ‘ap-
proached the strikers and helped them to formulate
their demands. The Committes’s overtures were
treated with secant courtesy by the millowners'
-eommittee. Finally, when the Committes’s efforts
wers backed up by H. K. Sir Qeorge Lloyd’s good
offices, and when the sirikers themselves had
shown beyond doubt that they were preparsed io
bold out much longer than their masters had ex~
pected them to do, the millowners announced their
-concessions. But the men, following the example
-of their masters, refused to acoept the terms and
-did not resume work till a week had passed after the
‘eonoessions were announced. The millownars had
to yield, but they did so without grace, and * with-
out grace " speaks volumes, depioting the present
.and future troubles between capital and 1abour.

Let us also plainly and honestly answer the
-question tq ourselves.: Would the millowners have
parted with a small share of their unprecedented
profits in consideration of the ruling high prices
or reduced the hours of work, had the men not
resorted to the weapon of strike ? When the first
general atrike occurred lass year, H. E the Gov-
ernor had to intervene to bring about sen amicable
settloment. The millowners did not, howsver,
learn any lessom from that strike and took no
-steps to prevent ifs recurrensa this year. So far
ag labour was concerned, the crganisation of the
textile industry remained in the same defectiva,
nay, primitive state. Does it now lie in the mouths
of the millownera to complain of the lightning
-strike ¥ In the oourse of his sermon to the mill-

- Indian states

hands and their friends delivered at the last Come
mereisl. and Industirial Conference in. Bombay,
Mr. J. B, Patit totally disapproved of the ‘idea. of
starting frades anions and ¢ther labour organisa~
tions. But our millowners must remember that
thoy ¢annot have it both ways. Either they must
be prepared to have trades mniens and  other
Iabour crganisations to desl with or they must not
complain against lightning sirikes: which are
brooght about by the millhands in their present
manner and all the comsequent evils thersof
Another wellknown millowner went the length of
denying ths existence. of a rise in the prices of
foodstuffs and naturslly drew upon himself retoris
holding him up to publi¢ ridicule. Itis time the
capitalists recognised that it is no longer possible
for them to pursue the policy of drift or to, indulge.
in that of the proverbial ostrich. ~
It is an undeniable fact that the millhand is
an illiterate and ignorant person. Neither the
millowners nor the State has sericusly tried tg

' educate him propsrly, nor has aowthicg lisan done

to guide him along the lines of constitutional
agitation for getting the wrongs righted. Can ws
then blame him for not being constitutional in his
methods? Can we justify the neglect with which
he has all along been ireated by saying that he
struck work all of & sudden and failed fo give
notice of the same beforehand, as he ought to have
done in the ordinary procedure of such disputes ?
The millowners, the State and the cemmunity in
general hava failed to do their duty by bim and in

retaliation he fails todo his duty bythem. The mill.:

-

owners ¢an combine to * sweat’ labour, why then

should lahour not combine in its own orude, primi-~
tive, and yet the most effective fashion to get ite
just grievances redressed? In short, ths mill-
owners have got such lasbour as they deserve,

PARELWALLA.

AN ENGLISHMAN AND INDIAN STATES.

IN his original and illuminating refleotions on the
machinery of the Government of India, Mr. Ram-
say MacDonaid has discussed the aubject of
He suggests the faderal ideal for
their improvement. * The continued liberty of the
Native states and, of their Rulers does not depend
apon & [oose connegtion but upon aconstitutionally
defined relationship within a federated India. ™
This ideal is similar to that adopted by the illus-
trions anthors of the Joint Report. Mr. Mae-
Donald proposes consultative eounceils of the Chiefs
to discuss matters of common interest and co-ordi«
nate poliey with the Governors of Provinoes, They
are to ba purely of an advisory character. He
thinks that it would be & mistake to put the Chiefs
into organie relations with the Indiam Govern-
ment. We fail to see how the intorests of two-
ninths of the total population of India would be
effectively proteated, so far as maiters of comman
concern are involved, unless the representatives of
Indian States have a voios in the seitlament_ of
such questions in the oouncils of the Indian
Empirs. The proposals in the Montford Report
wera of a practical character and would have
solved the diffieulty in a satisfactory manner
The Government of India Amendment Aot makes
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nd provigion to ascertaln the opimion of the
‘Indiani Siates and the subject is at present
shelved ouf from constitutional reforms in
British India. If the proposed Chamber of
* Pringes is so constituted as to faithfully voice the
opinion of Indian Sfates, the expression of its
views on matters of common interests may go a
long way in bringing relief to the subjecis of
Indian States whose intsrests are direotly affected.
. - Mr. BRamsay MacDonald sugpests- that the
Indian States should not omly he pressrved but
should be multiplied if that were possible. He urges
that the existing States should have mors powers of
sclf-government. By self-government the suthor
mesans fresdom from interferenee through the
political officers. “ These men,” he pertinently
chserves, “ too often are devoid of the qualifies
which fit them for the lslicate and difficult office
which they fill and their influence temnds to stifle
both initiative and sense of responsibility in
‘Chiefs, who perhaps at best hava but [ittle of either
but who under eertain types of residents lese
what little thoy have. ” This no doubt is literally
true. The Indian Princes are being educated in
the Chisfs’ Colleges, though these institutions on
the whole are rightly declared by the author as
disappointing. Thae general! political atmoestphers

- of India, the known views of British Govern-.

"ment snd the personal contaet between Delhi
and the Indian Rulers are gradually leaving their
impress on the Indian States. The redeeming.
features of the indigenous system of government,
ate peculiazly visible in some of the important
Indian States. The harmonicus relations between

Hindus and Moliamedans in states like Hyderabad

~and" Gwallor, the magnificent pioneering work
done in éducation in Bareds and Travancore, ths.
experiment of the seperation of judiciel and oxe-
-cutive functions, the initiative taken in matters

-0f gooinl legislation like marriage laws, the flexible
systom of taxation, the patronage of ariz show the
Indian states to better advantage in comparision.
with the British system of administration and these
‘raforms achisved with greater freedom and confi.
denee than iz possible in British India. “The head
of the Native State iz just as likely to be progres-
aive now-a-days as the British bureaucracy. ™

" .- This fact alone doss not go far enough. What
_ is wanted iz, that the head of an Indian State should
. be not only progressive but should be constitu-
tional. With the vast development in the politi-
cal condition of British India mere efficiency in
- -administration would not commend itself to any
rationalist thinker in these days. When British
‘India is pulsating with new hopez and with the
. consciousness of new political ideals, such as those

“of responsible government, it is idle to expect that |

the subjeots of Indian States would be satinfied
merely with enlightened rule, What they expest
is that the Indian Prineces should slso respond
enthusiastically to the changes that are being
enactad in Brifish India.  Lord Hardinge has des-
cribed the Indian Ralers as “ helpers and col-
lagues In the greab task of Imperial rule.” If
really this ideal is t©o be realised the Indian
Prinoss mus now come forward and honestly
. deplare their intentions to follow in the foot-
steps of the British Government and adopt the
policy laid down in the Royal Proclamation, and
- in the new Government of India Act.

--- It is really. very disappointing’ that & writer
of such originality’ and of such credentials as
Mx. MacDonsald should have failed o .appreciate
the people’s point of view in- dealing with Indian
States. A student of socialism and a leader of
§a§onr movement ought to have recommended the

¥

advisability of introduéing responaible government
in Indian States to the Indian Princes. Wa are:
afraid that during his iravelsin India he eame in
contact with Indian Rulers only. He has beenm
very fair to-them and has drawn s glowing picture
of their position. He has however altcgether"
ignored the subjects of Indian States. He could
have very easily advised the Indiac Princes thaé

.congtitutional reform was the only way which

would secure their position and prestige in the wave
of socialism which is now passing over the worid,:
The indigenous Governmenta could bring about
reforms with greater ease and celerity than it is
possible to achieve them in British India. An.
Indian Prince can at once set apart his own
income from that of the State., He will have no
difioulty if only he has-an honest desire to be
just to his people, to associate the representatives.
of his subjects in the machinery of his Government,
Responsible government will be an accomplished
fact in Indian States, if only the Indian Princes
are preparsd to exercise self-degzial and sslf-re.
straint and abstain from srrogeting all power to
themselves. Thers is no eounfliet of interests.
between the rulers and the ruled, such as exists-
in British India. Indisa States are entirely free.
from the knoity problems of an alien civil service,
of foreign capital, of foreign trade interests and of
a foreign domiciled community. Without there--
fore encountering any opposition from such
guarters as is inevitable at every step in British
India, an Indian Ruler can accomplish refor_ma
aud elevate his State, if heisactuated by a genuine
desire to do justice to his subjects and to share
his responsibilities with the chosen representatives-
of his own subjects. Mr. MacDonald has very.
graphically described the condition of Indian..
states when they were transferred to the protect-

ing cars of the British Crown. It is however s

matter of poignant regret that there h_a:s not been
any percoptible change in the position of the
subjects of Indian States, ag !;hqrg‘ has begn in !;hg
position of the subjscts of British India during.
the last sixty years. “The Indian Prince did nof.
always respond satisfactorily to the new sondi-
tions of lnxurious security in which he found him-
golf under our wing. Nothing drew from him-
energy and activity. e was secure in his state,
he had ample income, he had prestige and authori-
ty amongst his subjects, he had a bad upbringing
and a deteriorated and deleriorating entourage,
he had no traditions of publie usefulnesz to spur
him. His conception of himself was that of a tax.
receiver surrounded by plotters and schemers, by
flatterers and traitors; that of a god ministered
to by hangers on. He could not nngierstand f.hgt
there was any differece betwsen the income of his
gtate and his own.- It was his private possession
managed by agents. His oourt was too often a.
maze of crockedness and sensuousness in which
women . generally played the leading part and
through which he sank into physical, mental and
moral deosy. The peace and profection of Britain:
brought the Native States to the condition of &
fover sticken morass, where diseased nature was
prolific and gorgeous to the eye, but rotten at the
core and fesding on corruption. And British in-
torest and influence not infrequently increased
the corruption.” Of how few Indian States it can,
be said that-the above description doea not apply
to them even at the present time ? The absence Of
any free press, absence of real representative
institutions, not t¢ mention the sham couneils and
assomblics, the despotic manner in which power is
exercised in Indian States, shsence of any decen-

tralization—all these forcibly bring to the notice of.
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:amy.casusl observer, the helpiesa condition snd the
-abject morass in which the people of Indian States
are at prosent struggling, whila their own brefhren
in British India are spurred to aciion by new
hopes and new ideals of politionl regeneration

-aven under an aliem rule. Of all erities Mr.

MacDonald was specially gifted to authoritatively
. tall Indian rulers what is expected of them in this

_period of transition.. It is not merely self-govern-
ment snd freadom from the shackels of the Political
Department that is wanted.for the revival of the
Indian States, but a government by the people and
through the people under the asgis of their ancient
and hereditary rulers. Constitutional monsrchy,
representative jnstitutions and a system of respon-
sible government will alone elevate the statns of
Indian States and entitle the rulers to be the real
pertnors of this vart Empire. If they do not rise
-ahove personsl cousiderations and try to incor-
‘porate the changes that are taking place in British
India, they will lag behind and may perhapsbe
-absorded in this huge machinery as mediatised
chief-ships. We are therefore exiremely sorry that
Mz MacDonald has not corroctly seen the popular
-aspect of Indian States and has failed to give cor-
tect advioe to the Indian Princes at this juncturs.

G. R. ABHYANKAR. -

SELECTION.

MR. KUNZRU'S SPEECH.
AT THE U. P. LIBERAL ASSOQIATION.

A QENEBAL mestieg of the Bni\‘:eé Provinces Liberal 4ssocia-
ion was hold on Wednssday evening in the Leader office, the
Hoen. Dr. Bapru, Presideat of the Asscoiation, being In the
-ohair. ’ ' .
‘WELOOME TO MR. KUNZRU.

" The Han, Dr. S8apru.then moved the following resolution -

from the chain:— -

" “The United Provinses Liberal Association accords a
hearty weloome homs to Pandit Hirday Nath Kongru, one of
its delégates and & member of the Ali-India Moderate deputd-

" tion to Bngland, and records {ts sense of appreciation of the
publio services rendered by him in that capasity.”
Dr, Bapris paid that he had been in England while Mr,
Eerizra was there'snd he came back with a feeling of admirs-
~tion for the work he had besn doing and for the mapner in
which be had been devoling bimself to the task which had
. thn pliaced iz his hand. They had vead the speeches made
by him in Bombay and elsewhere gince hig return and he felt
- that they had every reasan io feel proud of him. They ali
khéew what sslf-saorificing services ho had done in the past,
and he hoped that sphere of bis usefulness wonld bo considers
ably enlarged in the next months, - | '

_ The resolution was oarried with acolamation.

* Mr, Xunzru in reply made the following spesch:—

Mr. Chalrman aad gentlemen,—It is an unfeigned plea~
xre t¢ me t0 Sod myself in your midet and it is extremsly
~#iastering to'me that the chalrman has proposed a resoluticn
appreciating my so-called services to the deputation. I can-
net-truthfully say that I rendered any services worthy of the

name while I was in England. I myself had no illusions on

the subject when I went there, and I said in the counrse of a
speech thet I delivered shortly before leaving for England,

. #hat the utmosnt I gonld hops to do while I was- there was to
wepare myself to be of soms service to my  cocuntry in future,

-1 nannot say that I atilized my time to the falledt extent even
ip that respect. but I had not been wholiy idle, and I had de-
‘&ld' & portion of my time t0 study and to e my infor-
mation in regard to somo subjecie which will play a most
srporsant part in the fustire, not snly of thess provinoes but
of the whole ssuntry. i

MODERATES ARD THE PUNIAF QURSTION. _

I do not think I need Bay very much in regaid to the work™
dene by the Modersse deputation in Engiand, as you had'sl:
ready beon enlightened vu that point by Dr. Sapru and My~

‘their return fresh allegations have been made agalust tha do-
pation, which requite tc be moticed. One of the charges”
brought against us was that we io England, ensirely wnmidd-
ful of the sufferings of those who had been_interhied brsent'ss
jsil after the disturbances in ihe Punjab, opposéd amuesty t6
the political prisoners there and ssked ‘merely for a geriera
anquiry. The manner in  ‘which "the ‘charge is being broughl’
forward will lead any one who rsads it,to irbagine, that we
were sutircly sgainst ampesty, that we thought that thiose
who had been sent 1o jail were guilty of the offénces for which’
they had been asutenced and that in oider to please officiale
we thought it our duty to oppose their relesse. I should ot
foel at Liborty to disciose everything that passed botween the -
Sacretary of State and the Moderats deputation on the coea-
sions on which our deputasion waited upon him but in View
of the reckless charge brought against us it is necessary o
fift the veil to o oertain sxtent. The position of the Moderate '
party throughout the negotiati:ne was that, amnesty oruo
smnesty, theis must be a fuil, free and impartial enquiry inte ’
all the sircumatances connssted with ihe disturbances in the’
Punjab. Our positisn was that {f meriial law had been pro-
"olaimed without sufieipnt justification or had besn adminis-
tored with undus harshness, the release of the men condemn-
od during the disturbances would follow as a matter of course.’
Besides. what would have been the altuation if we had acoept-
ed an amnesty without an snquiry or with a private-enquiry ?
The object of the enquiry |8 that the facts should be known
throughout the sountry, and that for two reagons; first, thas
the public should become sware of all the' circumstances con-
mectod with the case, and, sccondly, that if the Governmens
was wrong it shonld be oo;npelled to besr the odium attach-
ing to the bharsh administration. - If we had sccepted am-
nesty with a privete enquiry nome of the objecis would have
been grined. On the contrary, Government would haye besa.
able to claim oredit for the zmnesty withont besring responsi-
bility for the harsh aote committed by it whick have oume
%o light during the iagt three or four morths; it is not merely
that the suthorities and the publit in Eogland were unsware
of the fall extent of the oppression- exercised iz the Punjahk;
but the peopls ip Indis ifsslf, on acoouat of the cenvorship
ezeroized over the Punjab papers, d'd not know one-fourth of
what bhad trapipired since ite Buster Committee began io
take avideace. In o general way shey knew ihat the pecpls
in the Punjab bad been subjected to & reign of terror for some
sime. In a general way they knew the charges that were bo-
ing brought against the offclals. From the spesches madein
the Legislative Counsil they learnt that martisl law was ad-
ministered there with undue severity, but I venture to think
that even those who Were most forward in stiacking the
officials and in putting.the case of the people before the autho-
cities did not know the full extent of the evidence fortheom-
Jingin favour of the charges that wete made. Sofaras
England is concerned, the gvidence that hasr bean tendexed
before the Huntsr Committee has convulsed publis opiniea. .
Nothing that you could have done would really lufn tended.
to agitate the people there and to bring public opinion to yowr
side ss strongly, as the revalations with regard to the Amrit-
gar massagre and other acts of oppression committed in other
digiriots, The Times, the Wesiminister Gazette, the Daily
News, the Manchaster Guardian, the Btur and a host of other
i papers have commented folly and strongly on these. disolo-
surcs, and they have said ia‘reply to official apologists ?ho
pleaded for s pestponement of judgment leat the case against
officials should be prajudged, that, whatever the conclusion ef
the Committee might be, with regard io the justification-of
martiallaw or its continuance, nothing ocould exsuse the
“firing on an mnarmed crowd without due warning and ike -
continnansy of that Aring when the ocrowd had already begwe
todisperse. Reuter wired the other day the commeonts of dse -

Tsmes, which, as you kaow, is the most infivential pdisr, and

CUhintamani and other memmbars of she Jeputation ; but slose '
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whioch also isa conservative paper, onthe letter that Sir
Micheal O'Dwyer wrote to it, defending himself and bis ad-
ministration. Could any of these facts have besn brought out
l.f we had besn content only with "ampesty or with amnesty
eou.glsd with a private euquiry? X should have thought that
the sxperience of the lagt three or four months would have
;go'ndad conclusive justification for the attitude of the Mode-
rate party, and yet people, bslonging to the other party, who
, hold renponmble positions, who ars among its leaders, did not
hesitate to bring oharges whick will not stand a moment’s
sorutiny. The real fact is that we did not oppose amneaty,
but wa dni say that if we o¢ould have only one of two 'r.huzgs,
mthgr an amnesiy or a free and independent enguiky we
wouid have the latter rather than the former, beoauss, if our
case was just and if there was any streagth in ue, the people
wha had been sentencsd to imprisotment aould not be detaln-
ed in jeil after the trae facts have ceme to Light.
MODERATES AND REFORKS.

With regatd to the genersl attitude of the Moderate depu-
tation in regard to the Reforms, I should Iike to make just one
or two observations. It hos been frequently said thas we
taade no attempt to coms into close sontavi either with the
British publioc or with the Labour party. A little reflection
will show yom, gentlemen, that it is not sagy to carry oo s
public agitation in a foreign country. Alter all, the only agi-
tation that could be of any use, from our point of view, would
be that which could bring pressure to bear on the authorities
t0 modify the Government of India Bill. Unless the agita-

tlon that we carried on there was usefu! to us in this parti- !

cular respect it would have been enurely superfiuous, so far
as the iramediate object of our going to Eogland was concera-
ed. It might bear fruit in future. It mighbt yield most valu-
a‘ble results in the course of 20 or 30 years; but it must be
plam to a man of even the meanest intellect that for our pre.
sent purpose it would have been absolutsly useless, I do not
thereby mean %o say, that public opinion is-of absolately neo
value. What I mean to say is that addressiag public mest-
Aih'gs {8 not the thing you have to do if you want to have pub-
he @;aioa on your side, and i0 influsnce opinion you must use

the power of the presa. I thiok in that respect our party has
done more work than any other party and I take particular |

pleaaure in refering to that, because my frisnd Mr. Chiztamani,
who 1s a member of this Assooiation, took a leading part in
sha: respec: {Applause)}, Whether it was the Reforms or the
P’un;ab atrooities or the Army Commiesion, he jost no time in
acquainting the British public and the authorities with the
Indian point of view. A second way of influencing it, is to
oome into sontact with influential journalists and to place the
Indisn point of view before them. In that respéct aiso our
party has done more valuable work than any other party.
I have no desire to belittle the work of any other party or to
Siy that we bad the monopoly of wisdom and courage, but
comparatively speaking, I do asssrt, I believe without any
exaggeration, that the methods on which we set to work were
the soundest and have actually yiclded the best resulis.

THR REFORM ACT
¥ need say nothing with regard to the Aot that han been

passed. You ars 88 well soquainted with its provisions a8 I or
anybody eiss. Unfortunately the public at largs do not keow
the fiull value of the Act. It dossnotknow the extent to which
it can be utilized to ameliorate the condition of the people and
uplift the masges. It is our duty, therefors, to tall them what
& potent instrument this will be in our hands for raising the
peoplie of our country. Ws have to tell them that we have beon
demanding the power of effeoting reforms prinoipaliy in two
direotione—one is education and the second is industries—and
{pspite of she fact that the power f6¢ impose protective tariffs
finds no place In the Btatute, as has been pointad out over
and over-agsain by the hestile oritics of the Government of
India- Aot; there is no doubt that we shall have prectloatly
full power to remodel our educational system and develop our
jndustries. I do not mean to say that the path in future will
e qulte smooth. There will be dificultiss, and we ahall have
to meset that opposition; and vested interests may still band
themaelvas together and obstruct the course of cur progress.

Neverthalessa if our ministers are men of capasity, if the mend:
who enter the Legislative Councils are troe to themeelves and
are mon posssssing knowledgs, I have not the slightest doubt
that the growth of public opinien during the noxt fow yeams-
will be 80 strong as to meake it impossible for the greatest
autoorat to go on setting aside deliberately the oonsidered
wishes of the public. Besides, in the particular field of indas--
tries, you must not be led away by the Iact that you oan im-
pose protective tariffs only when the Government of India is
in compiete scoord with repressntatives of the pecple. In the:
firat place, the departments of industrics are to be provinola-
lized, and we have yet to learn that no industry can be placed
on a firm basis without the help of protection. Ir the zsoond
place, a great desal of attention has been paid in the publis
press during the last ten years to the question of the develap=
ment of cottage industriegs. I am not at all surs that for this
purpose slsq it will be absolutely necessary to havs protattive
tariffis. For aught I know, they may be necessary, but I do-
think both in Fegard to provincial industries and cottage in-
dustries it will not be found sbsolutely necessary that we-
should have protective tariffa. Whers then remsins ths feld
in which protection may be absolutsly neovssary? We 40 mnot
know what these industries are. Even our leading industrial-
ists have not so far taken the trouble to study the guestions
fully and inform ths people whsat those departments are im.
which without protective tariffs no progress can be looked for,
Taking all these things into ascount and giving the fullest
weight > €0 the oritieism brought forward by the other party,.
I think the power that we have got in respect of fiscal auto~ .
nomy gubstantial and if we make propet use of it we ghall be
able to do a great deal towsards the industrial regeneration of
our couniry.

Just one point and I have dene. It i8 pointed out shai
the power to protact our industries against foreign competi<
tion has not been granted to us by statuts. The reason for:
that is plainly given in the report of the Joint Committee it~
saif, viz,, that auchk pewer has not beemoonferred by satatute
even on any of the geif-governing dominions. Besides, if you
take into consideration the recent aititude of the Govern-
ment of India in regard to industriss, -the speechk of the Vice-
#oy and the assurance given by Lord Sinhba, there is no reason.
for supposing that the future is in any way dark. As Isaid
a little while ago, we shall undoubtedly have to encounter:
diffioulties, but if we are ¢o go on probabdilities we have ne.
reason at present for sayisg that we shall in the future have-
to face only difficuities. Arnd if we make the fullest use of the:
Act, I bave no doubt we shall be serving our country far more
than by maintaining a sullen attitude and by giving effect to-
the reforms caly in such a way as to show ¢hat they are un-
workable. {Applause.}

S

ARMY REFORM IN INDIA.

TEE Hon. Mr. Chintamani, moviog a resolution on Army

Reoform: at the U. P. Liberal Association, spoke as follows:—
. UN-BRITISE AND ANTI-INDIAR.

With regard to the proposals in the frst part of the reso-
intion I do not think thers can possibly be any differsnce of
opinion among Indians. Nopartof Britisk polioy iz India
has boen more un-British and more anti-Indian than its mili~
tary policy. It hasbeen based npon distrust. The British
Goverament kave proceeded on the assamptick that in no cir-
cumstances will the Empire be safe in India unless - Indians
are trestad as out-landers in their own country, at all svents,
go far gs the Arry goss. The introduction of constitutional
reforms should also lead to a radical change of this military
polioy. The terms of refsrence to the Esher Committee are
not altogsether sxpliait or satisfactory and at one stage there-
was doubt whether any of thege questions could be gdiscussed
by them. I believe, however, that we need not be unduly
pessimistio on that point. Since the .appointment of that
commities and thegpublication of the terms of referance, frst.
one and then & sscond and & much more satisfactory Indian
member have been nominated therefo, and I feel certain that

cur distinguished oountryman, Sir Krishna Gupta, will leave
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mothing undone to ses that justics ia done to Indian claims in
the reorganization of the srmy that is going to take place, I
donot put forward any of the propossls on the footing that
the downfall of Germany means the sed of the war, Oun the
-oontrary, whils opposed to militerism as much as any indivi-
dualcan be, I think it is safar for us to assume, from she state
of affaire In Central Eurcpe az well as outside Europe, that
universal peacs ia noi yet, that while there have bsen pesce
traaties thers is yot 5o pencs, and that every part of the world
mey have {0 g0 through another ordeal such as the one
brougks o a close fifzeen months 2go. I do not think that the
proposala that are cabodied in thie resclution will lay us open
to the charge that we are idealogues, that ws would, if we
-souid, bring about a state of affaire in the Indian army which
will ronder it impotent sither for defence or for offencs if
‘sircumstancss should necessitate either. Far from it. I
-olaim for the proposals which [ ask you to aceept that they
will render the Indisn army not only muoh larger in peace
than it ever can possibly be on the pressnt footing, but slso
wostly more #fficient than it can be unless these changes are
Antroduced, Warsin the present day are reslly wars betwesn
nations in arme. No regular srmy which any Government
-oan briag into existence with the tunds at its disposal—let it
be the richest Guvernment in the world and the country the
most popalous in the world, still my propasition holds tros—
¥ili o able to withptand g2 eosianght liké the Gefmen'dp-
sianghs unless it adapts o system of army orgsnisation which
wiil render the aotive army as economioal and efficient as
possible while being limlted in numbers, and will also enable
-it to expand as occasion may arise.
TERRITORIAN ARMY,
Proposals to this end will ba found embodied in the great
-spesch which Mr. Gokhals mueds in the Viceroy’s Counsil 14
yearsago. Ifthere are any who will say that, whatever
retpect Mr. Gokhale should hevs sommanded, and his name
should command, in respect of msatiers of eivil government, he
-oould not olaim the same autbority when he went into the
region of army organisation, they might be told that the self-
"ssme prinoiples were adopted by Lord Haldane, she groaiost
Becretsry of State for War England has had' since ihe daya of
-Caldwail, in his recrganisation of she British army in 1906 a

Teorganisation whioh alone rendered possibie the dispatoh of |

the expeditionary foras to France in 1914. - If the people of
Jadia are not to be entrusted with & real living share in the
defence of India it is out of the guestion that Engiand can
sxpsct, when- there is an emergency, s loyal united nation
prepared 10 stand up for the Empire and able to resist aggren
sion. The British army will be thers, an active Indiap army
rorganized as & territorial army will be there, and if tho sys-
tem of abort wervice is introduced you will have outside tha
active army large and inoreasing numbers of men who can ke
drewn upon in the hour of need. If thers is to be a large
-Sorritotial army it ly & condition precedent to sucsess that
-that srmy shounid, ss far as may be, bs officered by Indians
themselves. - The position of helots, elther in the army or in
the olril adminiatration, in not golng to be aceepted by any-
body. It will be safer for the army and for the Empirein
India if the same polioy of truss ia adopted in matters military
‘&8 has been adopted in the civil goveenment of the sountry.
If there are t0 be [ndian ofScers there must be iastitutions in
India to train them, It will not do to toy with the guemtion
of appointing Indisns as commissionsd officers and sesk to
rutus of by appolnting a stray halfa dozen; you may say
.Fou will aend them to Hugland for training, but we are not
going to be put off in that manner and Iam surs if we are go-
ing to make curselves hesrd we shall not be put off, Itis
Rcl an aXsggerated olaim that we make that one-fourth of the
-afficers in she Indian army should bs Indians, and if they
-mum be Indians sutely there must be facilities for training
sbem in the couniry, _
CoLixGe CADET CORPS.
Lasily, we sak that military training should be given to
Indiaii youths and ocllege cades sorps should be organized.
“You remember that nnder the Indisn Defence Foroe Act

1

b

Buropsan youths between the ages of 17 and 13 must recsive
military training. ¥You will further remember that in the de-
bate in the Council on that messure the non-official Indian
members stroogly pressed that an identioal provislon should
bo inserted in the Aot for the benefit of Indisn young mea
also. The proposal did not succesd then, It may succesd
now. It cught to sucosed. It is our business o press it unl
wo sucesed. With regard to the college oadet oorps, we sve
really in & humiliating position. In cur own provinee take
the cass of the Thomason Civil Enginesring Colisge at Roorke.
There is s volunteer .corpe attached to the ocollege anditis
provided In the regulations of the institution shat every
European and Anglo-Indisn studens must be a member of the
volunteer corps, and there ie also ancther rule which says
ne Indian student can be a member of the gorpe. Nor im any
osther arrangement made for ihe Indian students. It isa
most humiliating position and an invidious distinction flaunt-
#d in the face of our young inen in the most semsitive age of
thelr Yives, N

MEIMEER YOB DEFENCE.

Olause (b} of the resolution alsc requires just & word
or twe $0 commend it. Yon rermember in 1905 there were
fwo distinot offices, the office of the Commander-in-Chief
and of Military Member and the Commander-in-Chiof waa
sn extraordinsry membsr of Conncil. The complaint was
made by us thas the miljtury had ' an eXcessive voice bi
{he ‘councifs of the “exdouiivd GoveAunens edguse thers
were twc members, and it was supposed that as a rule
she Viecsroy, who is the political and foreign member of the
Governmoens, throw the weight of his support on the side of
these two rmilitary members, the Finance Member going to the
wall. : In 1805 took place the Curzon-Kitohensy controversy
and Lord Kitohener won and the two effices were mmalge-
mated into ong, that of the Commander-in-Chisf. I need net.
mention the Military Supply Member. He wan there foxr a
brief space of time and disappeared. ~Military and other
expert cpinion has besn. sirong since the Mssopotamia mud-
dls, thas Lord Eitchener might have successiuily combined
the two offiges in his own person but that his sucoossors
in the office of Commander-in-Chief failed to .perform the
functions of his dua} office with any degree of efficisncy,
I think' the Esher Committes is going to consider ibe-
whole question. Thisis just the sime for us to make oup
sclves heard. In England the Commander-In-Chiof is nos.
a member of the Government. Thers is the Secretary of
Btase for War and he is a member of the Csbinet and the
position of the Commander-in-Chief i thes of Inspectes
General of Fozrces. There must be a member for dafence in
the Government; but that member ahould not be the
Commander-in-Chief, The latter should bs out of the Govern-
ment; he should not even be an extraordinary member. The.
position of the Member for Defsnce shouid be somewhat
different from that of the old Militaty Member who was over-
shadowed by the Commander-in-Chisf, In future, the member
should not be 80 overshadowsd; he should be the one member
of Government who should be responsible for the defence of
the country. I have designated the member ssm Member for
Defence, baoauss the question of navy will come op and ihern
iz aino the air service. It will be the business of this merabor
to ba responsible for all meanures relating to the defence of
the sountry. The military element will not preponderats in
the Government, nor will there be the anomaly of the fighting-
head of the army being himself in the position of a statesmen
who has to decide questions of palioy In the dsoisions of whish
sonslderations othet tham military will also be intolved,
Although 1t is & subject relating to the army ws Ay safely
adopt the proposala that are embodied in the rasolution,

In the last clause we ask that this resclution should be
sommuniokted 3o allthe affcers soncerned. I am sure the
Indian members of the Committes, whether thay acoepd theso
particular opinions or not, will do all thas is Devessary in
fartherance of cur elaims. Lord Esher haa unfortunstely not

come hars, and the chairman of the Committes here is &n
individual in whom 0o one need be asbanmed to say he has
abeolutely no oonfidenca, :
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§' " ACTINA.CURES DEAFNESS.

i Not mercly improves the sende of hesring tempo-
s rarily as de Flectrophones, Ear Drums, etc.but resily p3
j cures the disease .permanently. The secref of Actimas’
snocess is that it removes the ceuse of the disense and |
$ thet iz where it differs from sl other treatments. ;

Ly

E fHammation of the throat and middle esr and until this is
removed the bearing canuot be testored. The powerful
K vapours emannﬁn%_ from Aetina inhaled throwmgh the
i mouth and mnostrils and epplied to the eye, course
through the delicste nerves snd blood-vessels, removing
' Congestion stimulating and invigorsting snd restoring
i the organs to their normal beslthy sctivity. '
‘ Actins is the sorest, simplest-and _most natural curs |

. for Deafness and is just as effective in other Catarrhsl |
N diceas such s Eye Troubles: Hay Fever, Asthma ;|

|
l
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i

¥ Costing only Rs 25-8 ( plus postage ¢te.) This wonderful
2 instrument should find s plece in every home Booklet )
entitied “ Prof. Wilsor’s Treatise on Disesse " contsin- £}
ing’ useful henlth advice and full Partioulare of our Con- |
¢ dit onal Trial Offer, post free on request. Write to-day |

| to ikyai B. 8. Bhandari, . A,, Batala {India.)
*
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Dr. BAILUR'S MEDICINES.

BALAGRAHA

HIVA-JWAR,
Ague pills, -CHURNA,
Price As. 8. Epileptic powder.
Per bottla, Price Re. 1.

Per botila.
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Ask for our catalogue for other medicines &

Particulsrs, '
Liberal commission for Merchants,

. *D!‘. Hl Mr BBILUR’
! . PDispensary, BELGAUM.
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The principal cause of Deafuess is Catorrhal. In- f§j |
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CUT ME OUT

' and mall mes, with yeur nsme and address, to
" Qood Luck-Co., Benares City. -

I will bring you, per V. P. P., one COSS1 SILK SUIT length
for Ra. 12-only. These pieces are economisal, hard wasr:
anéd handaome ever mads. ’

Teat them any way you please-Why not glve it a trial ¥

N AMER. . cvvnrarcsnrmnrsniansciaossstarsnsstan s s ros vha 1S ARR S 0e nrutes £28

AL ALOBBnsairasrvrars simarstesectaniossaconns shbrns 008 R eostsnpos swr bae

Self-Government for India.:
IN TAMIL, |

- The * Hindu ” says:— * This iz an adsptation in easy
Tamil of the Hon. Mr. V.-8. Srinivasa Ssetri’s pamphist bear
ing the seie title. Mr. S. M. Michael of the Serva:ts of Judis-
Society has done & useful service to South Indis by waking it
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