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. THE Government of Sir Ghulam Hussain Hida-
yatoola has fallen and Sind has now formed another
Government with Khan Bahadur Allabux as the
Prime Minister. Both the out-going and in-coming
Promiers were familiar figures in the old Bombay
logislature and this Presidency has an idea of their
reaoctionary politios, Sind has had a taste of the
Hidayatoola Government for a year, It was a conti-
nuation of the old Bombay Government under his
thumb with no polioy, no principles and a record of
patebed-up political permutations and combinations,
During his twelve months’ Premiership, Sir Ghulam
had to make up thrice the defections in his group by
bringing in new elements to enable his Government
to have the requisite majority. The political ambitions
of Mr, Allabux could, however, no longer be suppres-
sed and his group of twelve membersbroke away from
the ministerial party. The Hindu group of ten was
already chafing under the insult of not getting
in a Hindu minister of their choice. The incompe-
tency of the Ghulam Hussain Ministry and the per-
sonal grudges and ambitions of some of the Opposi-
+ tion Jeadera prepared the stage for the overthrow of
the former whioh waa achieved by a majority of one
vote. We do not think that the change in the Sind
Ministry bas any politiosl significance except that
the Congress Party of eight has pledged its support to
the new Government. Weo fear that the Congress
Party will scon come to grief because the difference
between_ the old and the new Governments is as good
~ a8 the difference between tweedledum and tweedledes.
. The new Premier is one of the richest zamindars and,

whatever his professions, it is idle to expect him to
carry outf, even partially, the policy of the Congress
on whose support his Government largely standas,

* ) K )

IN Bengal a similar gituation of an intriguing
" charaoter threatens to develop. The Hon. Mr, Fazlul

Hugq, the Premier, whose moral fibre and political
philosophy, or rather the lack of it, are no better than
those of the ex-Premier of Sind, manceuvred the
support of the depressed class members of the Assemb-
1y and formed a Government. Now not less than
thirty members from his Proja Parly have left him
and an equal number of the depressed class members
have deserted him. His strength iz thus greatly
depleted. The Congress Party which is foday the
Opposition, is doing its utmost to take advantage of
the intrigues in the ministerial group and, if possible,
to capture the reins of Government. Mahatma’
Gandhi's presence in Caloutta, which the Congress
Party is naturaily trying to exploit to the utmost,
has added to the piquancy of the situation. For
socuring the release of the detenus he must keep the
Huq Ministry on the right gide and, simultaneously,
he must help his Congressmen to get into offica. His
inner voice will sokve the riddle in his usnal inscrut-
able way. Unlike the change in the Sind Ministry,
the change in the Ministry in Bengal is frought with
utmost political importanca, A Congress Government
in Bengal means not only enormous strength to the
other Congress Governments in the seven provinces;
but it also means that the question of the releass of
political prisoners and detenus will assume a different
character altogether., It cannot fail to have serious
repercussions on the Punjab Ministry as well. The
issue of federation from an all-India. point of view
will assume a more serious aspect. Further develop-
ments in Bengal will therefors be watched with
considerable anxiety in interested quarters. and keen
interest everywhere,
* * *

Mr. Shareef must go,

IF to the Vividh Vritta of Bombay must be
given the ocredit of unearthing the infamous
* Lokashakti " eircular which added noforiety to
Mr. Munshi’'s fame, and the Sainik scandal, the
Nagpur newspapers deserve similar, or perhaps
more, credit for announcing the premature jrelease of
an ordinary criminal convicted only last year to
three years’ rigorous imprisonment and a heavy fine
for decoying a depressed olass girl and criminally
assaulting her, The convict is a triple graduate, was
a Khan Saheb and an inspector of schools when he
oommitted the offence. His conviction was upheld
in appeal in the Sossions and the High Courts. The
Minister of law and Justice in the C. P. Cabinet, the
Hon, Mr, Yusuf Shareef, sanctioned the release of this
convict and the latter was set free, The reason re-
ported to have been given for the release is that the
conviot had to look after hia helpless children, his
wife baving died: of shock immediately after his con-
viotion. . Immediately aiter the release he crossed the
C. P, border and took train for a neighbouring Indian
State where, it is reported, he has since been appointed
an officer in the education department, The story
becomes complete when it is stated that the C.P.
Cabinet was kept complotely in the dark about this
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shameful transaction. Indeed the Prime Minister in '

reported to have exclaimed that he oame to know
of it only when it appedred in the press.
* L *

THIS narration leaves no room for doubt that the
whole affair wag a pre-conceived and pre-arranged
game which amounted to w eonspiracy between
the Muslim Minister and the Muslim criminal,
The action of the Minister who became a Cong-
ressman only on the eve of the formation of the
Congress Government, is as criminal and dia-
bolical as the offence of the convicted person was
heinous, The uss of section 401, Cr, P. C,, is & grave
abuse of the power vested in the executive authority

and cannot be defended on any count, legal or moral. |

The judieial tribunals will become not only a farce
but a costly fraud if an impression is ereated that the
exocutive can temper with their decigions in the man-
ner sought to be done in this case ~ If the Congress
Government has any regard for maintaining the tradi-
tion of judicial impartiality and for morality, it is its
clear duty to dismiss Mr. Shareef without a moment's
consideration. Truth and non-violevce, the very
breath of the nostrills of the Congressmen and their
Governments, has already received rude shocks ginece
the latter took office; and we are anxious that no more
addition is made to them. Otherwise they will comp-
lotely destroy the whols of the moral foundations of
Congress Governments. In a matter like this no ex-
pediency should bs allowed to play any part ; and we
trust that neither the Congress High Command nor
the local Government will allow it to interfere with
their only duty, namely, the immediate dismissal of
the Minister.
* -+ *

Labour Committees,

DISCIPLINE from A to Z is the boast of Congress-
en, But.their Governments do not seem to have
observed it in appointing labour committees, Their
hand-to-mouth policy is visible almost everywhere.
The labour troubles at Cawnpore fofced the U.P.
Government to appoint & committes” which has not
yet produced its report, although it was the first fo be
appointed under the new order of things, Its chair-
man, Babu Rajendra Prasad, Ieaves this committee—
be has been practically absent from its meetings—
before it produces its report and accepts the chairman.
ship of the Bibhar Labour Enquiry Committee. This
is Congress thoroughness! A threat of a strike in
Bombay compelled the Bombay Government to appoint
its textile enquiry committee. Fortunately its per-
gonne] was such that it was able to produce its interim
report 8o quickly that it could avoid the stoppage of
work in the Bombay mills, The C.P. Government
now comes forward and appoints its labour committee

which has been asked to take the Bombay committee's

Teport as & basis for its consideration. The Madras
Government is so busy with its prohibition problem
that it congiders that all is well on its labour front,
although the largest number of strikes have oceurred
in ite province. The committees are no doubt doing
useful work ; but we cannot help feeling that there is
no plan behind the Congress Governments. A good
many of the labour problems have an inter-provineial
aspeoct and it would have been well if the Congress
Governments had appointed an inter-provineial com-
mittee to deal with such questions and left the purely
local questions to the local committees, It is not yet
too late; and we strongly urge them to consider our
suggestion for what it is worth.
[ ] * *

House Rents and L.andlords.

THE Bombay landlords have girdled up their
1cins for fighting the Rent Restriction Bill introduced

in the Bombay legislature. They have issued a Jong
statement challenging the propriety of such a legis-
lation and assarting that nowhere in the world does
this legislation operate in normal times, Even In
abnormal times they had resisted the legislation en
the ground, snfer alia, that it would discourage house
building. Experionce has completely falsified thelr
contention. ‘The house properties continued to multi.
ply in almost all countries. We may be able to potat
oub a country or two where rent restriction legisla-~
tion obtains in the times we are living; but assuming
that it does not exist, may we know whether the range
of profits that accrues to the Bombay landlords from
their house properties, obtains anywhere in the world?
Even in Bombay itself the investments in housing
yield & much larger return than that on any other
kind of investments, Thehouse construction has no
doubt developed - very rapidly during recent years;
but it does not mean that the rents have gone down.
In a congested locality like Girgaum, the rents have
ag a matter of faot risen after the repeal of the Rent
Act, Even the principle of demand and supply point
to the necessity of a rent legislation. The proportion
of the new houses meant for the working and lower
middle classes ta the total wyamber of new houses is
certainly not such as to enable the law of demand
and supply to come into operation. Rents have nd
doubt failen: but the fall is discernible in the base
of flats used generally by the upper middle and rich
classes, Others still continue to suffer.

* L *

A useful discussion took place the other day in
the Bombay Legislative Assembly over the question
of restricting the house rents. Although the Bombay .
Government did not show adequate sympathy with S
the classes on whose behalf the cry for rent restrio-
tion has been raised, they nevertheless announced
that they would soon appoint a committee to go into
the question. This is a welcome move and we appre-
ciate it. With a competent personnel the committes
should be'able to prove the neceesity for a rent legis-
lation at least for the working and dower middle

elagges,
* * L J

The Singaneri Colliery Disaster.

COLLIERY disasters in India have become an
antnal feature with the resulting loss of many
buman lives. On the 12th Mareh last, on the day of
the Muharum, a fire broke out in the Singaneri Col-
Heries in the Nizam State. On receipt of the informa-
tion, the Manager descended with 75 workers into the
mine %o control it. The disaster took placs soon after,
resulting in the death of 45 persons. As it was a holi-
day, labourers were not working in the mines; other-
wige the casualties would have beon greater.

* * *

LAST year the Government of India appointed &
committes, with Mr, L, B. Burrows as Chairman, to
inquire into the coal industry and to report, among
other things, on measures which should be adopted to
gecure the safety of thosa employed in ocoal
mines. Its findings are not complimentary to the
managements of coal mines, The Committee
attributed the disasters in ecoal mines to the
unsecientific methods of the ¢ompany as much as to
natural causes. The .Committee Tevealed that * the
Indian Mine Managers' Association told us that
Managers at present do not have full scope * because
they are controiled by people who have nc enfficient
knowledge of mining and are liable to be dismissed
if they were to refuse to carry out the orders of an
owner even though the carrying out of these orders
would mean unsound and unsafe working ’, others told
as in confidence that they have on ocoasions been
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faced with the alternative of adopting u:Pgound
mining methods or losing thefr livelihoed™, The
Committee suggested certain yaeasures to- be adopted
by the management for minimising such disasters.
. 'We would urge on the Government of His Exalted
Highness the desirability of profiting by British
Indian experienoca '
‘ » ™ * ,
. W& hope tha$ the. Government of the Nizam, will
immediately set up. a eemmittee of inquiry to go into
the eanpes that led to the disaster and to reacmmend
. measures to avoid tha recurrenca of similar calami-
ties; In comstituting the commiites we trust, that
workers will ba adequately veprosented, atherwise the
committee I8 nat. likely to enjoy the confidence of
workors who aze the persons mosk vitally affected by
such disasters.
S - L . L
~ @overnment Foterference in Salem:.

- 'THE question, how far the State should interfere
in or contro] the affairs of local bodies in the provine-
gom has been brought to the forefront by the hitoh
between the Salem Municipality and the Madras
Government over the: question of . aecepting a tonder
for the pipes for the wafer supply .scheme of Salem
town. The Government of Madras sanotioned the
schemne in 1935 at an estimated oost of Rs. 24 lakhs,
The Salem Municipality called for tenders im the
usual course from. engineering firms and accepted
the tender from the Hume Pipes Company whosa
pipes wore recommeandad by the. Chief Engineer to
the Government of Madrag om Tth July 1937. It
appears that the. Madres .Governmeny acoepted
the repcommendation and refused: to revise it aa
reoently as on the 4th Decamber., But only af er
foux weeks, on the 30th of Depamber 1937,  the
same Govermnment directed the Salemr Muniocips-
Hty to accept tha tender of tha Bhadravati Iron Works:
of Mysore, though it is coatlien by 1,20,00 rupees, The
peagon: advanced by the Gowernment in mvour of
sheir suggestion was that in the: opinion of experts
the.Bhadravatl Iron: pipes served longer than hume
pipes. The Muniocipal Couneil of Salem: has taken um-
brage at the interferencs of the: Madras Government

and the Chairman, the Vica Chairman and ten other |

Counocillors have resignad in protest,
' » ] W *

- THE Government of Madras have izsued a Com.
munique on. the lat of March 1938, which, we must
say, does. not disclose in detail the reasons for
the change in the attitude of the Government towards,
pipea of different makes, This is likely ta be
misunderstood in certain quarters as amounting to
an unwillingness: on the part of the Governmentto
takaq the publio into confidence. It atates merely that
‘“the Government went into the question carefuily
with the help of expert: advice before they decided
on the type of pipes to be used. They see no reasan
to obange their opinion and have finally decided on
oast iron pipes of suitable strength and ocapable of
withstanding high pressure,” ' )

- » »

- TH® Government have the legal authorlty to
futerfers in matters affooting the local bodies inng:sas
where expert knowledie and, technioal skill 15 re-
quired and in matters Involving public policy. But
what we would like to know In this case is the why
snd’ wherefore of Government’s change in views on
a partioular matter. Is the Chief Engineer who rs.
commended the Bhadravati pipes on the 30th De-
cember the  same expert who recommended tha
Hume pipes ob the Tth.July last ¥ Or did he recom.
mend that plpes of either description may be
used? We would Hke to know what made the

Government suy on December 4th 1937, that
thoy  could not revise their order. Has there been:
a change in the personwel of the expert? 1f there
bas been no change, what is the reason for that expert
now to change his opinion? Doea the viaw of an
expert change with the change of tha Government in

| power ? If so, is it eafe in the interest of public policy

to have such oconvenient experts who would suit their
opinion to the party in power? - :
) » v * ' »

WE hope such is not the ocase in the present
instanca: But ik is upto.the Gowvernment to give the
public fuller information so a8 to ciear the misundee-
standing and to allay public suspicions in the matter,

» . » .

The Punjab Premier and the Shahidgunge Dispute.

Sm SIEANDAR HAYAT KHAN has shown conrager
and statesmanship in advising the Governor of the
Punjab not to give lasve for she introduwetion of Me,.
Barkat Ali'a bill arising out of the Shahidgunge dis.
pute, which énfer alia secks fo. nullify the effect of ther
jodgment of the Liahore High' Count. and to: restoro
the Shahidgunge mosque back to the Muslims. The
Bill in question was far-reaching in its character and
scope as it gought to give ita provisions retzospective
effect. It was meant to be applicable to cases of all des-
cription, that ig, to suits, appeals, and other proceedings
of courts; decided or pending, concerning Musiim places
of worship. Under the provisions of this Bill even
cases which were decided a hundred yeas ago, could ba
reopened. On the face of it, it was a most reactionary
and mischievous Bill. If such a right were to be con-~
ceded, its repereussions would have been disastrous. Sir
8ikandar did well when he said that he was prepared
to.resign if the Bill was introduced. We agree with Sir
Sikandar that legislative measures which would ex~

-acerbate cornmunal. feelings and rmake harmonious
rolations between communities impossible must be
completely discountenanced by all progressive mind-

-ed Indians. o

’ * * *

WHAT is more gratifying than the attitude of Sir
Sikandar is the response his attitude has aromsed in
the ecountry, Hindu: Mahasabhaites: like Mr M, S.
. Aney, astaunch Musliny belonging to- the -Congress

like Manlana Abul Kalam Aszad, and a leader of the
Bikhas like Sardar Santa Singh, all of them with one

voice welcomed the stand of Sir Sikandar. The -
temper thus created by the Punjab Premier avgurs

well for & happy and satisfactery solution of the

Shahidgunge issue.,

Even Mr. Jinnah, who a few months sgo,
wanted a special session of the Muslim League to
consider the whole question, has come out with
support to Sir Sikandar. How ane wishes that Mz,
Jinnah had thrown his unique position in the
Muslim Leagne on the side of the law beforer SBir
Sikandar's lead ! Had he done 8o, the history of
this question might have been different.

* . *

‘ l'_&uhurm Riots,

i THE eoncurrence of the Muharram and Holi festi
i vals has proved an ordeal to several towne in the U. P.
. and to Jubbulpore in the C; P, Commumnalism ran riot
and gave Allahabad, Benares and Jubbulpore a bad
time, In Allahabad the gitnation was so bad thak
the Leader bad to come out in a reduced form for a
day for the seoond time sinoce its inception.more than
a generation ago, The Congress Governments in both.
these provinces had had to make use of almost every
power under the law exercised by past exeoutives and
although the temptation to twit them on this by
reminding them of their virulent opposition to- such

use when they were ih opposition, ls great, tbe

4
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public can have nothing but sympathy for what must
be proving an extremely bumiliating time for
them, Their humiliation and shame is shared by
every right thinking Indian,

L N K J *

WHAT is strange in these riots is the fact that
Governments in the U, P, and the C. P. should have
been taken by surpriss by the recrudescence of
communal fanaticism, - Surely, the publio has a right
to know what the police. were doing in these cities,
and where were those * gources of information ” for

whom such apecial protection has been given by the’

Parliament in the Government of India Act, The
concerted attack - on Hindu. localities in Allahabad
leads to the distressing belief that these rtiots were a
planned affair with brains behind them. If these
suspicions are found to be.true, then the nature of
these occurrences assums a sinister aspect. A curious
feature of the riots in Jubbulpore is the fact that
nearly a fortnight before the riots actually took place,
newspapers in the C. P. published warnings about
them, These warnings seem to have been unheeded
and the responsibility of the Government ig therefore
all the greater for the loss of life and property in
that town.

* » *

IT is necessary to investigate how the rioters
could make a sudden gortie, as it were, on. Hindu
homes in Allahabad. It seems a distressing confes-
sion to make, but there can be no doubt that occasions
of prayer and the big crowds that gather for that pur-
pose have been availed of by communal fanatics to
incite mobs to rioting. The time has come when dra-
stic measures will have to be adopted fo check this
shameful feature of our religious life. Oueof the pre-
cautions that Government might take is to post trusted
‘investigators in places of mass gatherings, inclu-
ding prayer meetings, when Muharram, Id, Holi or
such other festival days are approaching and to watch
if any religious: preacher is misusing his position of
safety and honour to create disaffection between the
masses on purely religious grounds. It is, we admit, a
suggestion inspired by dispair at the continuance of
thege riots, but such ills require adequate remedies and
considerations of the amour propre of communities
have to be put aside when the life, limb and property
of the citizens are in danger,

* » *

Stock Exchange Reform.

THE resolution published by the Government of
Bombay last week on the recommendations of the
Bombay Stock Exchange Enquiry Commiftee records
a definite step forward in the process of the reorgani-
gation of this Exchange. That this step towards re-
form i long overdue was clearly shown by the collapse
of the whole organization in forward dealings early
this year. The report of the Enquiry Committee was
published last year in March, Initially the Stook
Exchange Association met it with a “hartal” and a
non-possumus attitude. Slowly, however, the need
for doing something was brought home to them and

after considerable correspondence with Government.

they have agreed to put into effect a large number of
the recommendations of the Morriron Committee.
* L3 »

THRE recommendations of the Morrison Committee
cen be divided into two parts—one on which action
can be taken by the Association itself and the other
which require legsilative sanction. Among the latter
fall the question of the introduction of a compulsory

gystem of marging and increased powera of control

baing given to Government. No immediate action is
belng taken on this group of recommendations,
but sll recommendations falling within the firat

group are reviewed in the Government resolution
and the action proposed to be taken by the Assoociation
mdlcateq. The mair aim of the recommendation of
the Morrison Commiftee was to check the enormous
extent of speculative over-doing taking place on the
Exchange to-day. With this end in view the main
reform suggested by them was the curtailment of the
powers of the Board to interfers with the normal
course of business. They had recommended that the
Board should have no power to suspend the buying-in
rule and the short eelling except with previous cone
sent of Government., There was general agreement
that this was a crucial recommendation and should
be definitely given effect to. The Association does not,
however, agree to giving up these powers altogether,
They want the use of this power at least
for twenty-four hours and agree that ita use for any
longer period shouid.be subject to the prior consent
of Government. The modifications of the recommen-
dations suggested by the Association are really not
warranfed by either the report of the Committee or the
underlying principles on which the recommendations
are baged. Government have, however, agreed to the
modifications in view of the fact that even so the
curtailment of the powers of the Board is very ocon-

‘giderable and in the hope that the powors thus Jeft

will in future be used with circumspection.
* * ‘ *

THE other main point stressed by the Committee

.was that of the invalidability of bargains and they

condemned strongly fhe principle of permitting spe«
culators to compromide in order to avoid default
which had gained acoeptance in Bombay. For re-
medying this situation the Committee had suggested
the strengthening of rules regarding the defaunlters and
we are glad to observe that all the recommendations
of the Commiftee in this behalf have been accepted
by the Association. Among the other recommenda~
tions the only important recommendation which the
Association bas been unable entirely to accept is that
regarding the prohibition of ppeculative dealing
for employees. Most of the other recommendations
such ag those regarding sub-brokers, authorised clerks,
brokerage scales, membership term and dues, et.xlarge-
ment of the forward list, admission of the publie, the
numbers of holidaya etc., have been accepted by the
Assoociation with modifications of a not material
character. The Association have also accepted the
recommendation that they should have no overriding
powers over the Board. Ail this undoubtedly coneti-
tutes a very considerable advance over present condi-
tions. It is hoped that {he new rules will tend to
reduce speculative overirading to a considerable
extent and will enable the Exchange to fulfil truly
those public duties which theoretically it - should.
Wa also hope that Government will follow this up
early by giving effect to these recommendations of

.the Morrison Committee—especially these in respect

of compulsory margins—which call for legislative

action.
* * *

Stamp Duty on Chegues.

BY introducing, and then postponing the discus-
gion of, & bill to re-impose a stamp duty on cheques
and also by announoing that the proceeds of the duty
will be distributed among the provinces, the Govern-
ment of India have put the Congress Governments
and Congressmen on the horns of a dilemma. Both do
not seem to be concerned with the merits of the bill ;
they look at it purely from the point of view which
immediately concerns them. The Congress Govern-
ments are hard pressed for want of funds; any crumbs
that coine are to them a feast. The top dogs of the
Congress cannot displease the capitalists who are
affectod by the bill. That the duty on obeques will
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dfsooursge the banking habite of the people is an
argument which is dinned into the ears of the Cong-
yess High Command. Mr. Vallabhbhai Patel has
now ordained that the bill shall be opposed by -the
. Congress Party in the Assembly. The proceeds of the
duty are so small that 1t matters little whether the
bill is passed or mot. But we must state that the
gtamp duty on cheques is a direst tax and affects
only those whose pockets are fat enough to pormit
thern the uss of the cheques syetem which gives their
mongy an additional sescurity. No objectiom can
therofore be taken to a duty like this. But the Cong-

. pesg which has the sympathies of the poot on its lips,
will not have it as it touches the pockets of thase who
provide it with the sinews of war! ,

L ] L ] . *

The Present Constitution.

ADDRESSING & meeting of the Bar Assoviation
of Trichinopoly, Sir A, Krishnagwami Aiyar, the
Advocate General of Madras, remarked that few
people realised that the ¢onstitutional situation today
was not merely that “ provincial autonomy* was
introduced, but that the * shakles of Federalism ™ had
already been imposed on ws without the Federal
Government iteelf. Recent rulings of the Govern»
" ment of India, with regard to certain budgetary pro-
oedurs had shown, he is reported to have said, that
ths Government of Indias was putting inte foree some
restriotions even befors Federation had come into
being. Varions anthorities were erected as a safe:
guard against the democratic or quasi-democratio orx
quasi-demacratic-cum-autocratic Federsl Assembly,
Evean before such an Assembly bad begun to funotion
the powers of the existing legislature had already
been circumsoribed aud defined. o

- L ] *

EvEN as regards provinclal autonomy under
the Qovernment of India Act of 1935, Sir A, Krish-
naswami Ailyar said, : ;
vinoial legislation was subject to the approval of the
irresponsible Government of India | He was referring
40 the “conourrent list”, which, he said, covered prao-
tically all tbe material existing in Indian law, the
Tranafer of Property Aot and the Civil Procedure
Code. In as much as provineial law in the conourrent
sphere was vold if it was repugnant to the existing
Indian Yaw, some §0 per cent. of provincial legislation
had to be yeserved for the consideration of the (Govern-
ment of India. Any ameliorative measure might
require some change in the Civil Procedure Code and,
if it did, it had to be reserved for the consideration of
the Governor Qreneral,

- * *

The Fifth Wheel in Mysore,

OBVIOUSLY in reply. to the recent resolutions

moved In the Mysore Legislative Council, the My=ore
Gloverament have announeed their decision 40 appoint
w» oummission to advise them on constitutional mat
ters, both ipternal and external, The oharacter of the
commission has been anncunced in advance of 'its
personnel. As much depends on the personnel, final
comment on the subject must be deferred.
L J » »

THE character of the commission is, we fear, very -

unsatisfaotory. The commission is not to be an
ad hoc committes 10 enquire into partioular questions
within & limited {ime and make recommendations,
but & standing committes to which .will be referred
as and when the Government pleases such questions
aa the Government chooges to refer for advice, The
need for a standing committee, wholly nominated by

the Government, with no initiative to raise questions,
' §9 nog olear, partioniarly as thers are organs like the

Representative Assembly and the Legialative Oouncil

gome 60 per cemt, of pro.

with certain amount of representative character and
initiative. CGovernmeoht have certainly aceess to
public opinion in these statutory bodies which are
wholly or partly elecied. A nominated standing
committes is more useful tc¢ obsoura public opinion
than to reflect it And it will be a positive danger to
the State if the nominated members are nominated
for long and indefinite terms. The Government
Order does not state the principles underlying
the nomination and the period of office of each
nomines,
‘ . * *

- WHAT -is required is a devlaration by the Mysore
Government that responsible government is the ob-
jective of constitutional development in Mysore and
the subssquent appointment of an ad hoc committes,
congisting largely of members elected to the Legislative

1 Council and. Representative Assembly and of some

sonstitutionhld experts, to devise a scheme for the re-
alization of the objective and to suggest whether
Mysore should join the federation contemplated by
the Government of India Act of 1935, and if eo, what
consequential changes in the constitution are
TIOCERsaTY.. ; . S

* *

Knowledge Comes Bit......

EXPERIENCE is, they say, the best education.
Congressmen, however, will not use other people’s-
experienos to editcats themselves ; and their Govern-
menta ars no exoeption to this vanity, The Bombay
Government, for example, anoounced, immediately
they took office, that the Ministers would ghare the
Government bungalows so as to reduce the expendi-
fure. This they did in Poona. 'When they moved to
Bombay, each Minister was provided with » separate
and spacious bungalow, The third class travelling
which they undertook in the beginning, particularly
on ceremonial occasions, has now given place to
second class on the ground that the confidential docu-
ments which the Minigters carry with them ecould not
be carried in the third elass without rlsks. We are
pleased that the knowledge has eome ; and let us hope
that wisdom will not linger too long.

* X R ] »

Moscow Massacres!

RaKOVSKY, Rykoff and Bukharin, who have
respactively fifty, forty and thirty years of revolu-
tionary work in and outside Russia to their credit, and
fifteen others have now left the hell created by Stalin
and are enjoying the fruits of their labour in the
other world. Three others whe had put in meritorious
work in the maintenance of the present Communist
State in Russis are undergoing long terms of im-
prisonment in the Soviet jails. Who can say tbat
the trial which put an end to the lives of eighteen
Boviet stalwarts i the last one in the series of trials
which have already taken a terrible toll of the lives
of those who with their blood helped to create the
present Union of Socialist Soviet Republica? Who
can believe that Stalin is now safe and ia the monarch
of all he surveys ? Whoever triee to answer these
questions will find himself faced with the following
alternatives which Leon Trotsky has given in his
special artiole to the Hindu :

Either all the old révolutionists—who led the struggle
against the Czariam, built the Bolshevik Party, achleved
the QOctober revolution, led the three years’ Civil War,
established the Sovlet State and oreated the Communist
International—oither all these figures, almost to a man,
were at the very moment of theit achievements, of in the
years immediately following, the agents of capatalist
states, or —

The present Sovlet Guvernment, headed by Btalin, bas
perpetrated the most heinous of orimes in world histary.

. »* » ®
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EVEN those who look tqo the Russian experiment
of Socialist Government with no small amount of
sympathy will shudder at thé periodical butchery that
has been going on in the U, 8.8, R. Knowing, as the
world does, the gloricus past of the .accused in the
Mosrcow trials, it is impossible to believe that their
confesgions were bong fide and genuine. Ard yet they
come at every trial with the same monotonous precis
sion and phraseology. If a much less severe treatment,
had been given to the communists in other countries
for their agitation against the governments estab.
lished by law, the blood of Russia would bave been
boiled with rage, Trotsky has in his article -in the
Hindu given a diagnosis of the present ills in Russia

which, all things taken together, seems to be accurate :

Eaoch trial has given birth (he says) to a growing discon
tent, an alarm not only among the masses but among the
Bureaucrats themselves. In order to beat down this disgon.
tent it was necessary to concoot & new trial. Behind thi
diabolitioal play we oan perceive the preaaurs, still com
pressed but ever growing, of a new sooiety which askes for
fraer cultural and more dignified oonditions of existence
The struggle between bureaucracy and society becomae:
more and more intense. In this struggle victory will in
evitably go to the people. Moscow trials are but episoder
of the death agoby of bureavoracy. Stalin's regime will Iy
swopt away by history.

THE HUNS ON THE MARCH

I

{\N February 11 last all British and French news-

papers entering Germany were confiscated at

the frontier, presumably to prevent world opinion
on the changes in the German Army Command being
available to German readers, On the very next day
Herr Hitler summoned the Chancellor of the Austrian
Republic, Dr. Schuschnigg, for an interview in
German territory, Unconscious of the threat which

must have compelled the Austrian Chancellor to obey

Hitler's summons like a lackey, British papers obser-
ved with tragic irony that “ probably Hitler wanted
to survey the ground for an Austro-German rapproach-
ment before the Reichstag meeting on February 20.”
How cleverly Hitler dissembled his intentions is
shown by the observations of foreign correspondents
in Berlin and Vienna, the general tenor of whose
messages was that the meeting between the two
dictators foreshadowed an era of better understand-
ing between the two countries. On his return from
the interview, the Austrian Chancellor released all
Nazis interned for the safety of the State, reconstruct-
ed his Oabinet including therein Nazis of wiolent
convictions,—who, as after events proved, conspired
for his own destruction. Four days after this ap-
parently satisfactory settlement of the Austro-German
tangle for the time being, the Secretary for Foreign
Affairs in the British Cabinet, Mr, Anthony Eden,
resigned in dramatic circumstances. This resigna-
tion followed, we may notice in passing, unparalleled
and violent attacks on him throughout the German
and Italian press. The resignation was hailed in
both these countries as a triumph of their policies,

In words which ring with prophetic import in the
light of the events that have followed, Mr, Eden told
the House of Commons on February 17 :

We .are in the pressnoce of progressive deterioration of
respect for international cbligations. It is quite impossible
to judge these things in a vacuum, Tn the light—my
judgment may well be wrong—of the present interna-
tional situation, this is & moment for this country {Great
Britain) to stand firm, not to plunge into negotiations
unprepared, with the full knowledge that the ohief obstacle
to their syotess has not been resolved.

And speaking about the causes that led to his resig-

nation he added words that assume terrible signi-
ficence fo-day :

‘Within the lIast few weeks, upon most important decision
of foreign policy which did not ooncern Italy at all, the
difference was fandamental.

Now, what are the important questions facing Great
Britain in her foreign relations ? Italy and the re-
coghition of the conquest of Abyssinia ; Germany and
her big stick methods vis-g-vis Austria; and the
Spanish Civil War, In his speech Mr, Eden referred
both to Italy and Spain, but did not say a word about
(Germany. There is some cause for the public to
suspect that perhaps the British Foreign Office was
not quite ignorant of the possible moves that Hitler
might make with regard to Austria. If the suspicion
is well-founded, British statesmanship has certainly
played a black role in this tragic drama and must
share the guilt for the blood of innocents flowing
in Austria today.

The resignation of the British Foreign Secretary,
the only man who did not knuckle under Hitler's.
big stick, seemed to have provéd the signal for bold
and sweeping measures, so dear to Hitler, Dr. Schus-
chnigg had agreed to much that Hitler demanded,
But the bully grows only more fruculent on what he
is fed to keep him quiet. The Austrian Chancellor
had refused to be a pawn in Hitler's game in all its
entirety. On his return, he announced that the talks
he had with Hitler were " gatisfactory™ and a
“ milestone to peace!” But he declared that he
had gone the limit and that no more concessions
could be given to Germany. And he released
from custody not only Nazis but Socialists also]
Confident that he would get a majority in a ple-
‘biscite he anmounced one to secure a mandate
from the couniry in support of his policy.. This was
too much for Hitler who probably knew that Dr.
Schuschnigg would get his majority and thus give
another rebuff to his pretences for a pan-Germanie
nation, There was no obstacle for & swooping blow
on Austrian independence. He struck, and Dr, Schus-
chnigg resigned because of the threat of an armed
invasion of Austria from Hitler if he did nof do so.
The Nazi legions marched into Austria which “yielded
to force.” Exactly a year after his declaration that he
had scrapped the Versailles Treaty, Hitler was able
to inform the world that article 80 of that iniquitous
treaty guaranteeing the * inalienable independ-
enoce ' of Austria was dead.
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The German coupe has staggered "the world and

-yet there is nothing that Hitler did of which he did
xot give clear notice many years ago. Unlike
“Britiah and Franck statesmen whose foreign policy
has been the produck of a craven desire for peacs at
_any price, Hitler has made no secret of his plans or his
methods. Norean it be denied that his actions in fullfil.

-ment of his programme, outlined years ago in his Mein
Kampf (My Struggle) bave steadily pointed towards

" -the present annexation of the Austrian Republic. Year
* .after year, he has treated the victor nations. of the
war to a saries of lour de force, which should hava made
them wise, had they the nerves or the necessary
high fidelity to principles, to facea the significance of
German policy. The methods used by Hitler wera
simple and direet. Or every question when the vietor
nations showed anxiety, he opened negotiations, made
& conciliatory speech, extended a hand of friend-
ghip, and while they argued over delicate points of
procedure, by a sudden resort to force, he presented
them with a fai? accompls and solved the question for
‘himself, whatever the world might say. In suococes-
-aive stages,—in Saar, in the Rhineland, after the
Dolifuss assassination, in Danzig, Hitler has played a

part with astute foresight and effective audacity, :
knowing full well that his opponents valued their |

skins far more than their souls,
In an article in the Time and Tide whioch fore-

wast the annsxation of Austria, a writer asserts thal 3
. The lines bave already been laid down, and will follow.
. the Austrian model, not open invasion, but the crestion
of an intolerable internal situation. Then Prague will be
‘faced with an ultimatum : oantonal reorganisation on Swiss
lines, which means a virtnally independent Sudeten Deu-
tachland, but indepandent of Prague, not of Berlin, Demo-
-gratio Orechoslovakia which, under the inspiration of
Masaryk and guidance of Benes, has resisted Fasaist
.- Aideology and kept. alive the ideal of free oitizenship, will
thus be shrunk to the size and influence of a Switserland:
Britain and Frauoe will have to swallow the fact with a
little” demooratio conting. Switzerland is a demooraoy,
-why not -ocantons for Crechaslovakiat The dismember-
ment of the country will be coated in sugary phrases.
Herr von Ribbentrop will find his advice to Herr Hitler,
that thers is nothing to fear, proved to the hilt, All those
London parties at which he was assucad that of sourse
Britain wounld not lift a finger to help Austria or Csecho-
slovakia, ip fact really preferred them to come under Nazi
rule, will have done their dangerous work, Treason to
democracy i3 none the less a betrayal becauss it is disons.
© medin pleasant surroundings,
‘Czechoslovakia has already bowed to German farce
majeure and oonsented to cantonise her German

territory 1

IlI

No statesman in Europs can say that since
Hitler came to power he had not given enough warn-
ingn of his contempt for international obligations or
his readiness to achieve by brute force what he
oould not achisve by ordinary methods of negotia-
tions. One after the other, the clauses of the treaty
of Versailles have been broken by him with
impunity, and the world, conscious that - that
Treat was forced on a great nation fn her hour
of humiliation and defeat, aoquicsced, So long as

his movements confined themselves within the.
bounds of the German'Reich, he was perfectly within
his rights to break down the iniquitous provisions of’
the Versailles Treaty imposed upon Germany by a
vengeful France and vacillating Great Britain and:
U. 8. A. No German statesmsn, not even the - Socialisk
predecessors of - Hitler, acknowledged that the
Treaty was inspired by a sense of justice: and faire
mindedness. It was conceived in hatred and conld
not but beget hatred of the blackest type from those:
who suffered under it. Germany’s foreign policy,” -
therefore, ever since the war, has been dictated by the'
belief that the Allies have themselves betrayed the
Treaty by tricking Germany into the acceptance of ita’
disarmament clauses while refusing to reduce their
own armaments, The suspicion that it was a method
to encircle a kapleas and disarmed Germany by power-
fully armed nations had no doubt sufficient warrant:
in the almost pathological fear entertained by Franoe
for her Tutonic neighbour and her attempts at pacts
with nations round Germany. The Nazis naturally”
argued that as they had been humiliated by force they
must win their proud position in. Europe by force
alone, “The League is good,” said Goebbels in 1936,
“but airequadrons and army-corps are still
better,” . :
Hitler's Germany left no doubt of what use they
would make of air squadrons and army-corps once they'

: felt strong enough and safe enough to use them. The

first act of Nazi Germany was to Jeave the League of

" Nations and the Disarmament 'Confargnqe ia Octobar
- 1933, Two years after, in 1935, universal conscrip«

tion was enforced in Germany in ‘defiance of Part V¥

- of the Versailies Treaty which expressly prohibited it

Articles 42-43 of the Treaty were thrown to the winds
when she occupied the Rhineland on March 7th 1936.
In November of the same year she seized control of
the rivers and bridgebeads which the Treaty prohibi.
ted, and in the January of the next year she withdrew
her signature from the Treaty and declafed it ended
by unilateral repudiation. ‘

But nothing in these actions should have been a
surprise. In Mein Kampf Hitler promised to destroy
the Versailles Treaty which was “a shame and a dis-
grace,” and which sanctioned “a frightful plunder of
our nation “-a promise which he fulfilled to the letiter,
The seigure of Austria is, in fact, indicated in' almost
the opening sentence of that famous publication on the
first page of which we are told that )

German-Austria will have to refurn to the greit German
Motherland, but not for economio reasons, No, no! Even
if reunion, looked at from that point of view, were B matter
of indifference—nay, even if it were actually injurious—it
would still have %0 come. Common blood should belong
to a common Reich. The German people have no right
to dabble in a eolonial polioy as long as they are unable
to gather their own sonsinto & common State, Net till
the oconfinea of the Reioh include every single Germans
and are certain of being able to nourish him, can thers
boe a moral right for Germany to aoquire territory abroad
whilst her people ars in need, )

Vergailles, Locarno, Stressa, Berchtesgaden ! Schlei-
chler, Pollfuss, Foy ! The path of Nazi progress is
strewn with the seraps of sclemn treaties and the
oorpees of great leaders who refused to bend their
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knees and live the cowards, life shivering in despl-
cable security purchased at the cost of honour.

There was a time when they would have stopped

and taken counsel with the Allies, if the Allies. had
ths magnanimily to recognise the grievance of the
“bave-nots as. just or the foresight to anticipate the
course of future events. .By failing both ways, the
wictors of the Great War have betrayed their bank-
ruptey of idealism as well as statesmanship. The
epring-board of German bitterness was the Vergailles
Treaty, which haa proved a veritable Pindora's box in
Kuropean Chancelleries. Had one of the victor
natiens taken courage in bothbands and recognised
what was already a fact, viz, that the Versailles
Trealy was dead and set about the reorganisation
of the Leagne with a clearer understanding of reeli-
tiea  than wap possible in the hate-poisoned year of
the Armistiee, there was just a possibility of cooler
tempers considering the question of world peace, The
time has now passed,

Iv

And will Avetria mark the limit of Nazi pan-
German movement ? Will Mr. Chamberlain gua-
rantes that the surrounding nations in the East,
‘West, North and South. of the new QGermany
stand in no danger of similar gunmen methods being
wsed againet them for the satisfaction of the ideal of
the Nazis? Bor we have to remember that the very
first article of the N’am faith says: * We demand the
union of all Germans to form a Great Germany.”
And these “ lost * Germans form an ever-pregent and
ocomtinuous source of menace fo the non-German
mations of Kurops. On every fromtier of Germany
there are little groups of Germans whom the Nazis
want 1o absorb, not by migration into Germany,
which would be unexceptionable albeit difficuls bug
by annexation of the territory they live in. On the
‘West there are Eupen and Malmedy under Belgium
containing 49,561 Germans; in Alsac and Lorraiue
Germany claims there are 1,874,000 Germans; in the
East there are.681,000 Germans in Posen under
Poland ; 426,400 in the Polish corridor; 300,000 in
the Upper Silesia; 318,300 in Danzig; 105,000 in
Memel ; 40,000 in northern Schleswig; in Czechoslo-
vakia there are the Sudeten Germans 3,124,000 in
number; in the Italian Tyrol there are 300,0000
Germans ; in Switzerland 2,750,000; in Luxemberg
270,000 ; in Esthonia and Latvia 77,000 ; and nearly
two millfons in Rumania, Yogoslavia and Hungary
and almost a million Germans in Soviet Russia.

Of the 15,000,000 Germans outside the boundaries
of the Reich, by a simple tour de force Hitler has ab-
sorbed nearly seven millions. Does anyone imagine
thaf bis suceess iz Austria will satiate him, or that the
thought of disturbing the relations with almost al] the
nations on the German border would deter him?
‘Fanaticiem recognises noe bounds of ordinary fogic
and has not the continuous succass that he has
enjoyed for the last five years tended to prove that

‘the Nazis could do whatever they liked with’the map °

of Europe ? The perfection of Nazi technique is amaz-
ing. By ceaseless propaganda and open backing of

—

Nazis in foreign territories, by penetration and ruth—
lem terrorism, Nagis have succeeded in Austria, and
that success can only whet their appetite.

The world has the right to ask the signatories to-
the gunarantee of Austrian independende, what they are -
going to do now. The Prime Minister of one of them,.
Great Britain, said not a fortmight before, and in
justification of throwing over a high-principled.
Foreign Secretary, that he did so because the incon..
veniont and unbending fidelity of Mr, Eden to certain
fundamentals clashed with his own conception of:
them, In describing his own views on certain aspects:
of foreign policy he stated two woeks beforg Auarrian.
Independence was steangled, that the British foreign.
policy was based upon three prineiples :

" - First; on the protection of British interests and the livax-
of British natiomale: geoondly, oa the maintemance of
peace; and, as far as we can intluence it, the settlement of
differences by peaceful means and not by force; and thirdly,
the promotion of friendly relations with other nations
who are willing to regiprocate our friendly fee\inga andi
who will keep those rules of infernational condusd withowt
whick Phare oan be neither security nor stability, (Italios.
ours).

Mz Eden did not require anything more. He
feared that his colleagues were only too esger to aveidl

- trouble by putting their faith in promises and not inx-

performances. He wanted to negotiate aftecr he was

‘ convinced, not by words bui by deeds, that the other

party would respect and honour certain fundamental
public laws in international affairs. The actiom of
the Nazis is as complete a vindication of his distrust-
of the Dictators as it is a direct slap to the naive cre—
dulity of Mr, Chamberlain, And how is Mr. Cham.
berlain going to prevent the march of the Nazis.
with his faith in the Faseists’ and the Nazis' sense of
contractual cbligations? It is already obvious that-
the vacillation of the Allies at this supreme moment.
has encourged every bully in Europe to sefze this-
opporfunity of imposing his will on a weak neigh-
bour by force of arms. Witness Poland’s trestment.
of Lithuania. The forces of anarehy have entered the-
ring and collective securily is as dead as Queen.
Anne,

It is believed that considerations of safety of the
Brermer Pass would not allow Mussolinf to tolerate-
Nazi penetration in the Tyrol. But the amazing
astutenesa revealed by the Germans in striking af.
Austria at a time when her erstwhile protectoz, Italy,.
lay weakened and exhausted by her Abyssinian and.
Spanish advensures, shows that Hitler knows when
to strike. He missed once, when Italy moved hex-
armies to prevent the economic unity between the
two nations, France and Great Britain backed her
then, and it is to be hoped that they have realised to-
their shame that the present situation flowed directly
from that unwarranted attempt to throttle the naturad.
flow of the economic life of another nation,

v

It is believed that the Great War would have-
been prevented if Grey, the then British Foreign
Secretary, could have warned Germany that Britain
would take up arms with France in dofence of
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Belgium. There are political thinkers who beliove
that & readiness to flourish the big stick would have
.gaved many of the tragedies that have recently over-
taken pations which relied. oo much on British
friendship and the backing of the League of Nations,
Abyssinia, Spain, China, all have gone to the wall
because of the unwillingness of Great Britain to call
-the bluff of the bandit states of Europe. They are
bewildered that Great Britain with & vast Empire

and unlimited manpower, unrivalled economic suffi- |

-oiency, and the matohless moral prestige that would
paturally follow any attempt to oheck

ness to take up arms in defence of & great principle

.and accept, with 1imp, aneamic protests which deceive |

none, the introduction of a highly dangerous principle
{n international politics, viz., the anarchic self-suffi-
oiency of nations and the recognition of brute' force
rather than peaceful negotiation as- a weapon of
settling disputes, .

Great Britain and " France, the two most
vitally concerned nations, watched the rise of Hitler
and Mussolini, it might be argued, because they could
ot prevent a people from chosing their own rulers
_ from whatever political - party they liked. But we
think the reasons lie deeper ithan that.. Statesmen in
Britain in particular would prefer to watch the rise
-of @ Fasoist power in Germany and Italy far more

willingly than that of a Bocialist or Communist |

power. The probable reasons for such an attitude ie
perhaps due to, as Mr. Walter Lippman says in s
penetrating article, their fear of a class war.

Offhand (said Mr, Lippman), we should expeat the Bri-
tish Conservatives, now in power, to be the last people
on earth to let themselves be slapped around by Mussolini
and EHitler, Por the Xnglish Conservatives ars the histo-
rioal English imperialists, and they would be the first to

~ resent the rival ambitions of Germany, Italy and Japan.

But today the English Conservative fears the idea of olass |
Hitler, |

war mors than he fears the foreign imperialists,

Japan and Museolini are territorial rivals, but: their doot~

rine of internal order and dlacipline is not unnongani;l.

to the English Conservative mind.
The extraordinary spectacle of Congervative Bri-
4ish statesmen who would not hesitate to. send
& navy to avenge a petty British merchant,
. -swallowing enormous humiliations at the hands of
Fasolst dictators, especially since the Spanish war, is
explained thus :

«+» Always there is the paralysing thought that a Loya-
list viotory, as matters stand now in BSpain, means a
proletarian regime. It means the sbiting of a system

* whiob in its denial of freedom and demooracy and in its
teohnique of terror is as abhorrent to Liberal and Labour
minds as the Fasolst brand of absolutismn., This same ohill

. Adoubt bas determined the attitude of the United Front
movement in France, even when a Socialist named Blum
in at the head of afairs.

The acquiescence of France and Britain isa
living substantiation of the above analysis of the
paralysis that has overtaken their foreign polioy, and,
in it they seem to agree with Hilter's own outlook
on the European situation. In the spesch which he
delivered to the German Reich almost a year ago,
March 7,1936,to be exact, announcing the remilitari-
qat.ion of the Rhineland and the repudiation of the

_interna~ |i
tional anarchy, should hesitate to declare her willing- |

Locarno pact, Hitler stated in unambiguous terms
that Europe wae faced with divisions into two hostilar
camps, le., L .

That half which is built up of independent, ulf-murtain-
ing national States of the people with whom we ave.
bound s hundredfold tbrough our history snd culture, and
with whom we should like for all the future, to remain’
bound just as with the free and independent natiocus of
other than European continents, And in the other half ¢
That which is governed by  that intolerant Bolshevik
doctrine which lays claim to general international rle,
a dootrine whioh preaches destruction even to the most
eternal and saored values of this lifa and the life hereafter,
in order to build up anocther world, which, to us, appears
horrible as regards culturs nnd the appearance of iu
contents, .

In short, Great Britain and F&-anoe. caught het.-

~ween. the Scylla of Bolsheviam and the Charybdis
. of Fascism, would rather perfer the latter. And inl.
. preferring it, Great Britain has cast its lot with the
 plrates and bandits of internationalism. It has also
 taken upon its head the blood of countless Jews and,

'non-Nazis, For whatever the

treatment of its,

own nationals by the Soviet, ‘it has not once ghown,

' & desire for armed intervention in other peoples’

internal

quarrels or for forced territorial
conquest, This division of the world  into,two

 warriog camps presenting & terrible alternative is
. perhaps leading us to those aweful days- of rehgxoua

Wars,
. Or perhaps we are going to witness in our own._
lifetime the repetition of history when the Gauls

"swept down on Rome and destroyed a great civiliza=

.| tion. Now the Huns are on the march and who can,

say where and at what they will stop ?

*DEBT LEGISLATION IN BENGAL

{ Continned from the last issne )
ILL-CONCEIVED AND HASTY LEGISLATION

PERHAPS realizing the inadequaocy of their resours
ces for doing what a State like Bhavanagar has
done and is attempting, but more probably bes
cause of the limitations of the provincial sutonomy, the
provincial governments are content with measurea
like regulation of moneylenders and debt-coneciliation:
Thess measures including the Bengal Moneylenders
Aot of 1933 and the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act
1935 have all & family likeness. Some: of them, like
the legislation which is now on the anvil in the
Madras legislature, seem to be ill-conceived while
othera are produced in hot haste, And if the country
is ta he saved the sight of ‘atill born’ legislation or.

" acts which are ‘dead letters’ or remedies which arg

worse than the disease, it is absolutely essential to
have a comprehensive and foresighted policy and not
to tinker with the problem m an empirical fashion.
A vigorous and gteady attack must be launched

'against all the ills to which village economy is

gubject—an attack which shall not desist until t.he"
goal of making the Indian villager materially, phy-
gically and mentally or morally happy, as the Prim_é

* Debt Logislation in Bengal By Kumar Bimal Chandra
Sinha.' (M, C, S8arkar & Sons, Ocllege Square, Oaloutta.) 1938,
250 40p. Re. 1.
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Minister of Bombay recently put it, is reached. In
the absenoce of such a polioy, a solitary measure or
two will only be mere palliatives which may have
the evil effect of creating a false sense of security
gnd satisfaction for the time and - damning any fur-
ther effort in future. There is also the danger of |
stil] births and infantile mortality in such debt.legis-
lation going up.

These moneylenders Acts, Debt Conciliation
Acts and the like have not yet bad a sufficient trial
&pd any opinion pronounced wpon ‘them, howsoever
waell considered one may try to make it, is apt to. be
found wrong. And yet their galient features must be
examined and expression given to such criticism ag is
possible. A note of warning must also be sounded
where necessary so that any hastily conceived legis-
lation may. net eause economie ruin,

On a close study of the provisions of the Bengal
Moneylenders Act 1935, the first criticism that
wounld ocour to any one is that the Act as it has
emerged from the Legislature is very suspicious of
the machinery for debt conciliation created by itself.
Unlike the C. P. and Berar Debt Coneiliation Acts the
Bengal Act introduces a needless diversity of courts,

provides for appeals as a matter of right and treats |

pleaders with greater toleration. These provisions,
read in the light of the debate in the Legislature in
the course of which judicial qualifications in the

presiding officers of the tribunals were insisted on,

and the criticism of Kumar Bimal Chandra Sinha

suggest that the Act has been the target of attack, to-

some extent at least, on ‘communal grounds. And
perhaps the fact that in Bengal the majority of credi-
tors as well as zamindars are Hindus who apprehend |
injustice at the hands of & legislature where the Mus-.
lims are in a majority and from Debi Conciliation |
Tribunals with an executive bias has apparenily given
a communasl] tinge to the whole question in Bengal,

A& large seotion of the public would therefare |
pock safety in appeals and in the judicial exe |

perience of presiding officers. Otherwise one cannot
onderstand why the simple and expeditious procedure
prescribed by the C. P. and Berar Aots and Rules
which. the writer knows to be working' quite satis«
faatorily was not adopted in Bengal, After all, these
Debt Conciliation Acts are emergency measures and
the essence of their suceess must lie in substantial
and quick justice which they aim at. And if the tri-
bunals set up-by them and the procedure presoribed
are but a ‘pocket edition” of the ordinary Civil Courts
.and:Civil procedure, the whole sanction underlying
the new legislation ceases to exist.

It appears that the Act provided for oom-
pulsory settlement of debt, while the State did not |
iptend to find any funds wherewith the debtors could |,
be financed to pay off the oreditor. This was consider- |'
od, by some of the legislators ‘to be emough for the
Couroil to throw the Bill out. altogether,’ I wonder |
whether it is really desirable that the State should |:
fantervense in the way Bhavanagar has done, i, ., con-
qiliate the debt and substituie the State for the private |!
oreditor, But there can hardly be room for doubt. that
on praotical consideration such State action must be

ruled out in every province in Bntmh Indxa excepl:
perhaps Madras, The Government of Bengal, followe-
ing that of C. P. and Berar, has however done thé
' next best thing, namely, provided for a State agenoy
f or gradually realizing from the debtor the conciliated
" amount of debt in » certain number of instalments,
. When this is done the creditor should have no oauge-
| for grievance. And this arrangement of oollection of
' instalments by a State sgency is indeed likely to-
- prove beneficial to the e¢reditor as well as the -debtor
Kumar Bimal Chandra Sinha has taken pains to show:
that in no country other than India does the debé
. legislation touch the principal of a lcan: all that I
;provided for is reduction of interest to a fair levek
'and allowing a suitable npumber of inatalments,
But if nothing more was to ba allowed, then debs.
conciliation in India had better be not attempted ad
"all. Beoause s0 many of our agriculturists are virs
tually no better than insolvents ; and if the principak
of their debt is not to be touched, there can be no
-salvation. for them except through the Insoivency
Courts, ( and it is only. through these Debt Conciliar
tion Acta that a partial substitute for & Rural Inw
solvency. Act is now being rendered available to tha
: agrioulturists ). Thus with an insolvent debtor, ther
oreditor ought not to grumble if his claim is so ra«
duced as to be brought within the paying capacity of
_the, debtor, the State undertaking to collect for hinn
the reduced claim by 'inetalments;

A special feature of the Bengal Act of 1935
is that it provxdes for an insolvency procedure for
rural areag and in this it is distinctly am improve-
ment on the €. P. and Berar Act. In theabsence of
such provision the Conciliation, Boards in C.P. and
Be:a.r are, often haxd putitg it ta. bring about agree—
ment between. creditor and debtor and.ta arrange. .for-
" satisfaction of the conciliated debt even by a numbar-
of instalments,

The: reduction of principall has besn objected’
to on the ground that it would spoil the credit of the-
agriculturist. But this can also be said of much of
: the allied'legislation that is being passed by many
_provincial governments in India. That the credib of
-the agriculturist will suffer may be conceded: But
“his credit has already gone too low and the new legis-
. 1ation will not canse any maserial deterioration there--
in. Tt is true that the credit of the good agriculturist.
- guffers for no fault of his. But this cannot be helped.

- Tt is also.possible to argne that the good agriculturist-
- will continue to obtain betier terms than othery as-
| before, even in the changed, times. And. thers is a-
. good.deal of justification fon the.view. that the heavily
! indebted agrienlturist——that is to say the large majo--
- yity of the egriculturists—may bu more credit-worthy
after a few years, that is after the mess of old debts-
and never-ending arrears is cleared and the results-
: of allied legislation and executive aoction having-
' rural development for their objective are consolidated.
! Purther, facile oredit can be a danger in tha case of”
| our agriculturists who have not the strength to resist.
| the temptation to take a loan and spend it on entirely,
; unproductive purposes or in & manner altogether be--
“yond theit means or beyond the real need of the-
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«wcoasion. Again Sowcars or Mahajans may declaim
againgt the new lagislation and avow their intention
R0 vease lending to agrioultarists but it does not ye-
.quire much shrewdness to see through thelr agitation
‘and it may safely be hoped that before many years
sre out, business relations will return to normality.
“There are not many alternative avenues open to these
-moneylenders in which they will readily iovest their
qmoney. It must also be remembered that those whe
dntroduce thig kind of legislation and who support
‘them al] sgree on the nesd for allied measures includ-
ing the provision of a readily available and depend-
abls agency which will meet -all the legitimate rw-
quirements of the agriculturist mainly for prodective
purposes,
. In the interest of the agriculturist = of Bengal
4 snd aleo of Bihar) it must be urged that Debt
Oonciliation Aete wiil sil to patisfy the needs
ot the situation if no adequate provision is made
4berein for settling the arrears of landlord’s dues.

As it happens, a large portion of a raiyat’'s debts
in thome provinces oconsists in or is the result of

.elalms for arrears of rent. And can it be denied that
-the wretched condition of the raiyat in those pro-

~vinces is largely due to absentes landlords who altow-

.ed their agents to extort ull sorts of abwabs from the
-raiyat and to harass him in many other ways and
~who have generally failed in recent years to attend to
‘jrrigation works ete. ? It must therefore be within the
-competence of Boards or tribunals constituted under
-the Acts to §nvestigate such claims and to reduce
-them-~sven to reduce their princlpal ¥ necessary—

-particularly where the raiyat appears to be insolvent, |

In this matter the provisions of ‘the Bengal Act are
ot 48 oledr or as far reaching ad desired and it ia to
‘be feared that in Bihar where, as in Bengal, the
Zamindars’ party still commands a strong voice in the

Jegislature (notwithstanding the presence of Congress |

‘Majority in the former), the provisions of the Bill
~which ig about to be introduced in the Assembly will
be found to be equally unsatisfactory. Such half-
measures will, as said above, only add to the list of
“still born® legislation, .

Only one more criticism of the Kumar Saheb |

‘remains to be noticed, ¥He charges the Bengal Aot of
1935 of disorimination against the creditor. In a
‘legislation which is avowedly in the interest of the

debtor-agriculturist, such oriticism is without mean-

Ing. And yet one may reply that the honest and
-reasonable creditor nesd have no apprehension that
"his legitimate interests will suffer. At Jeast this is
‘the opinion of the authorities in C, P. and Berar
where Dbt Conociliation Boards have disposed of
thousands of pases without any serious dissatisfaction
smong creditors. The sensible oreditor cannot fail
‘40 realize that in the absence of this special legisla-
tion and the machinery for recovery provided there-
under hé must need take recourss to the ordinary
courts, Inour a heavy outlay on ocosts and, aftera
&Zreat deal of delay and harassment, obtain what
snight after all prove a sorap of paper,

‘LC.8°

| what they are.

-offending tribes or their leaders.

! wonpons? This has been suggested

Review,

THE NORTH-WEST PROBLEMS.

THE CHALLENGE OF THE NORTH-WESY
FAONTIER, By C. F. ANDREWS, {Alloti and
 Unwin, 1937.) 20cm. 208p. 3/6 j
OF the many expectations raised by ‘the title of the
book, one has to admit with regret, only & fow are
realizsed. There are 16 chapters in all and only  fivé
of them deal with the Frontier as such. ''Chaptors

about the League of Nations and Disarmament would
have been quite out of place in thie book hadit wob

1 been for the subtitle “Contribution to World Peénce.”

The burden of the whole bookia that in a really self-
governing India, there will b no Frontier trouble
and no consequent air-bombing. Instead of nominae
tions of the representatives of India on the Leagzue of
Nations by the Governments of India and Great
Britain, there should be real representation at Geneva
from India. S

By stretching one’s imagination as far as puss
gible, 'one finds it difficult olink up the two problems:
India's N. W. Frontier and the League of Nations,
Protests, chly wordy protests, could #at ‘the most be
made there even by the real spokesmen :of India
against the bombing from air on the civil population
of the Frontier. Beyond that nothing oan be achisved
The Froutier problem aa it exists, would Temedin ume
altered, But cur learned author seems 4o believe
otherwise. - His solution of the problem=-one does mok
really understand from the book what he means by
it is wery gimple. When the control of the Fronmtier
Provinces would pass into Indian hands, asscrts
Mr. Andrews, the Minister in charge of Defenus,
would naturally be a Muhamaddan and “ the kinship
of Islam may produce results which will be altogether
on the side of peace.” '

Such an expression of pious hope betrays &
complete lack of the grasp of the actual probiem om
the Frontier. It has wery little to do with kinship of
Islam or the fraternity of the Hindus, It is in main
an sconomio problem. The extremely barren naturd
of the soil and the paucity of water are the two
chief factors which go to make the Frontier troubles
Hindu-Muslim controversy is only
an interpretation by some vested interests, Nature
has been unduly harsh and unsympathetic $o the
province 88 a8 whole, and' the inhabitants have mno
honest means to earn a living there. Tendenoies to
loot or rob and fo kill are therefore & product of the
natural diffioulties, So long as thess are not solved,
the Frontier problem will remain what it has been ail
these days. Complications have no doubt been added
to it by the way in which British diplomats bave
tried to find a solution of it. 'None of these aspzols
have been touched by the writer in his book and
that is why one is disappointed.

(Great stress seems to ba laid on the bombing from
air on inhabitants of the territory known locally as
‘ Yagistan,' Complaints also are lodged in strong
terms on the various military campaigns undertaken
by the Government of India to bring to. book the
To him who can
read between the lines, such operations have a differ-
ent purpose to serve, They are used as military
manouvres under & legal cover and at the cost of the
Indian tax-payer. Where elee in the Empire could
British military forces get such a golden opportunity
to train themselves in the rapidly changing military
to be the state
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of affairs even by British observers of independent

judgment, Mr, Andrews does not seem inclined to
believe this.

A Christian solution of the Frontier problem has
been suggested in passing by Mr. Andrews. By
this he means to achieve peace there by sending
Christian missions to work to eduecate, to supply medi-
cal help and above all to spread the Gospel. The
Example of Dr. Pennel 'whose worth has been assessed
at“ two military regiments” has been cited. Any
doctor, as a matter of fact, be he Hindu, Mussalman
or Christian, would be welcome on the Frontier where
the tombs of the dead Mullas and dust round about
are the only means for curing any malady or healing
sny wound, In such a country, a kind doctor with
the missionary zeal to serve, is sure to be worth two
or more regiments, But it has to be remembered
that the people of Yagistan have a particular
dislike for the * Firanghee” since his manners are
offensive both to the Hindu and Mussalman alike,
Does he not eat beef to offend the Hindu and pork
and ham to offend the follower of the Prophet ?

Apart from this talk of a communal settiement
of the Frontier problem which is primarily economi-
oal, it is necessary to know the compiica$ions created
by the British method of handling the Frontier tribes,
I is a well known fact that large sums of money are
spent annually on the Frontier for paying the various
tribes without exacting from them any work worth
the name. There are the levies, the khasgdars and
many other types of tribssmen employed who are
paid month after month for keeping peace ! It is very
doubtful whether British statesmen would have agre-
ed to such a proposal wers the funde to come from the
British treasury. A cursory glance at the tall figures
of expenses under the Watch and Ward and political
expenses on the Frontier would convince any one of
the utter wasfe of the sums so squandered on the
barren s0il of Yagistan.

Having been accustomed to receiving such sub-
gidies for doing nothing, the tribegsmen are naturally
blessing the British rule in India. Any attempt to
stop these regular payments even by the autonomous

E o Y

Aridian government or by the Muslim Minister in-

entire charge of the Defence of India, ae Mr. C. F,
Andrews belioves, will naturaily be resented very
strongly and, if enforced, disturbances will surely
follow, This is the crux of the Frontier problem, to-
which no solution has beenoffered. Why ? The problem
itself has nowhere been explained in all its aspeota
in the book, '

The Brotherhood of Islam and the Traditions of
the Hindus have been described in two different
chapters in the book, wherein ocours a reference to
the “ toleration and pea.ce-loving spirit " among the
Muslims of India ; the author believes that Muslims
in India are far more tolerant and peace-loving than
their brethren in Afghanistan, Persia and Iraq;
Ar a mafter of fact, the reverse is true, I speak
from personal experience of weeks together spent in
the company of all types of Muslim subjects of these
Islamiec nations around India, My confirmed opinion
has been quite the opposite of what has been stated
by our learned author. KEvidently, he is relying on
books and reporis and perhaps is not speaking from
first hand information. '

For these reasons, the book which raised so many
hopes has been a disappointment. Frontier problems.
have not yet been treated from the purely Indian
point of view and the want of a book on the subject
is still unfulfilled. '
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A HISTORY OF PEACEFUL CHANGE IN THE MODERN
WORLD. ByOC.R.M.,F. CORTTWELL. { Royal Institute
of International Affairs.) (O=xford University Press.}
1937, 22cem. 221p. 7/6. .
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