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Topirs of the Fech.

Dharavi Labour Troubles.

THE Dharavi tannery works were the scene of a
clash between two sections of labourthe other day and
the poliece had to open fire on rioters in the interest of
peance, This is the second time sinece the Congress
ministries took office that the police aid had to ba
ealled in to reators order in labour areas in a Congress
provines, the first being in Cawnpore. We do not wish
to comment upon the firing at Dharavi at this stage as
an inquiry is to be held into the affair very soon, But
a grievance to which Mr, S. V. Parulekar has drawn
Government's: attention deserves their sympathetio
consideration immediately. The sixth Presidency
Magistrate of Bombay has demanded heavy bails From
those who have bsen arrested on ocharges of rioting
at Dharavi. A cash deposit of Re. 150 and &
surety of Rs. 500 from persons whose income rarely
goes sbove Ra, 30 per month and who are not per-
manent residents of this presidency is tantamount to
refusal of bail and defeats the very object for which
bail is provided for in law, viz, to give the accused
freedom of movement and oconsultation and at the
same time ensure his presence in Court when neces-
sary. In demanding sureties beyond the means of the
poor workers, the Magistrate has virtually penalised
them to a remand in polios custody.

. . *

THE Bombay Government have promised an
‘inquiry into the firing at the request of Mr, Parulekar
who has been working in the Dharavi labour area for
a number of years now. We would urge upon the
Government the need for an open rather than a depart-
mental inquiry into these regrettable incidents. A
departmental inquiry would not inspire confidence

jta letter to the

to those which are guided by “‘outsiders™.
‘not agree to give any latitude to trade union officials
_to communicate with workers inside the factories;

in the public and its value will be practically nil as
far asthe public go. The Congress has been the
loudest in its. condemnation of ‘close’ governmental
inquiries. Here is an opportunity for its spokezmen -
in the Bombay Government to translate their views
into action. The U, P. Government has already given
a lead in the matter and we hope the Bombay Govern-
ment will not lag behind.

%* * -

[ Retrograde.

‘WE cannot congratulate the Indian Merchants”
Chamber, Bombay, on the views it has expresssd in
Bombay Labour Commissioner
about the type of trade uniong it would deal with.
The Chamber urges that, rather than regional trade
unions, vocational unions should be organised and
gseems to prefer unions manned entirely by workefg
It wou

collection of trade union subsoriptionson the wage
day it would not encourage; it would only recog-
nise unions whose membership extends to fifty-
one per cent. of the workers concerned; recogni.
tion would bs given to unions if they agreed
not to support a lightning strike and agreed to
support only such a strike as would follow a month’s
notiee, and that too when fifty per cent. of the workers
previously signified their intention in favour of it. It
stipulates that a strike should be called off the moment.
an inquiry is started into it and that the rules of the
union should be submitted to and epproved by the
Government and published in consultation with the
employees and employers.
* * »

THE Indian Merchants Chamber has revealed itself
in this letter as a body animated by class prejudice,
The great services rendered to Indian labour by
“outsiders” have been recognised even by the Royal
Commission on Labour which conceded that for some
time at least their help was essential for the growth
of labour organisations in this country, The Indian
Merchants' Chamber, to say the least of it, does not
inspire confidence in its attitude towards labour by
the publication of this letter.

* * *

MR. SUHRAWARDY, the Minister for Labour in
the Bengal Goverument, is an impacable enemy of
spurious unions, among whom of course, he includes
all ‘ Red ' unions. His views on labour unions can
therefore be trusted to appeal to the Indian Merchants’
Chamber as sufficiently reasonable., In & recent state-
ment on labour policy he gave some advice to the
employers of labour, We make o present of it to the
Indian Merchants’ Chamber,

A strong and healthy trade unionism (said Mr.
Suhrawardy ) is not only a necesaity for the labourers and
the State but alaso for the employer himself, It is pousible
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that, in the firet flush, the employer may not like it as it
rouses him from the complacency that he_hag hitherto
enjoyed. But it is time that he recognised the irresistible
march of events and reconciled himssif to ocllective labour
bargaining. A trade union will have many enemies even
amongst the labourers themselves, particularly from
amongst the lower ranks of the suppervisors, who have
been battening upon the labourers. They will attempt to
orush all organisationa of labourers, and the employer
must in his turn curb and crush such attempts and rise
above the mentality of invariably supporting the superior
employees at the expense of the labourer. It pains me to
have to say thatI have often found employers distrustful
of trade unions, even more distrustful of genuie trade
unions than of the spurious ones ; for genuine trade unions
have justice and fair-play and moderation and publie
support behind them, whereas the spurions trade unions
oan be neglected, ignored and discredited.
* ) »

Agricultural Labourers,

ATTEMPTS are being made in Bihar to organise
agricultural labourers who think that in'any land

legislation their interests should come first and the -

raiyata’ afterwards and demand increases in wages.
‘While withholding support from spuch agitation, the
Patna correspondent of the Searchlight puts forward
certain suggestions as to the way in which the
Ministry can do something to improve the lot of
agricultural labourers. He says :

They are a limb of our economio life and their griavances
must-be $ackled in common with those of the rural coms-
munity. For instance, there exists in some parts of the
province soms oppressed people akin to hereditary bonds-
men. They serve their masters from generation to genera~
tion without redemption. Legislation must be undertaken
to put a stop to it. I have no doubt that the new Bill
which is going to be introduced in the ensning November
session of the Assembly to remove indebtedness of the
rural community will not leave this evil untouched. Ano-
ther direction in whioch the agricultural labourers can be
benefited is to provide maintenance for the aged, the siok
and the disabled among ;them. They are left uncared of
even by their own children who canpot support themselves.

They oannot work and bscome beggars, with misery and.

deprivation in the long run, The zamindars and well-to-do
ryots should contribute to a fund for the maintenance of
this nature of charity, and the Panchayats or some such
other local institutions which are contemplated by the
present Goverament, in one of their new measurss, should
administer this fund.

* * *

Judicial and Executive Function.

FROM the manner in which at about the same
time Mr. C. Rajagopalachariar, Prime Minister, in
Madras and Mr. Kailas Nath Katju, Minister of
Justice, in the United Provinces tried to make ou$
that after the establishment of Congress raj the
ancient Congress demand for the severance of the
executive from judicial functions had become an
outworn dogma which need not now be respected, it
was foared that this was perhaps the new Congress
.policy to be brought into force in all Congress pro-
vinces and that revenue collection and administration
of criminal law wera to be left in the hands of the same
officials, Happily, it would now appear that it is not
going to be so. Mr. Rajagopalachariar is already
trying to wriggle out of the faux pas into which he
had landed himself and Mr. Katju was put in his
%laoe almost immediately by Premier Gobind Ballabh

ant.

* * *

MR, MUNBHI, the Bombay Minister for Law and
Order, took occasion last week to say that he beliseved

steadfastly in the separation of executive and judicial
functions and that he was considering to what extent
he could give effect to the principle in view of the
heavy expenditure that would be involved in carrying
out such a acheme over the whole area, As soon as
this scheme was in a practicable shape, the Minister
added, it would be his duty to appeal to the legal
profession of the Presidency to help in the cause of
the separation of functions on which depended the
successful establishment of a reign of law in criminal
matters, We are glad that Mr. Munshi does not
consider the Madrags and U, P. indiscretione as a
gort of direction to him to commit a gimilar in.
discretion in Bombay and to use arguments which
would throw cold water on anurgently needed reform.
The Chari-Katju utterances only show what a great
tempfation a subtle intellect offers for aberration
f::lom the right path,

* * *

Registration of Hindu Marriages.

THE Nizam’s Government is to be congratulated
on the introduction of a system of registration for
Hindu marriages in the Hyderabad State, The work
of guch registration is entrusted to the police depart-
ment for the present, No fee would be charged for
registration, which is voluntary. With consider-
able forethought the order in this respect enjoins the
police not to exercise compulision in the matter, but to
record only those marriages about which information
is willingly offered, The order also restricts their work
to bare registration and prohibits interference of any
sort with the usual ceremonies connected with the
marriage.

* * *

THE Government communique on this order says
that the innovaion is introduced in response to repre-
sentations by several sections of the Hindu community
and the proposals of some officers. 'While we con-
gratulate the Hindus of Hyderabad for their pro-
gressive spirit in insisting on this reform, we feel
that the Nizam would have given a splendid lead if

-a gimilar ‘reform had been introduced in the State

irrespective of communities, For the advantages of
registration of marriages in case of inheritance,
maintenance and other legal matters in connection
with property suits are patent and no religious
susceptibilities are likely to be hurt by it. We
hope the facility aliowed to Hindus would be
taken advantage of in large numbers by them, and
would lead to a similar demand on the paré of other
communities in the near future. @ 'We only wish the
State could find a better agency then the police to do
the registration work.
* * L

Irresponsible and Silly.

ADDRESSING the Muslim League sassion. ab
Lucknow last week, Mr, Fazlul Hug, the Prime
Minister of Bengal, indulged in a tirade against
what he believed to be a conspiracy to establish
a Hindu 7aj in India. While ecalling upon the
Muslims to join the Muslim League banner to
proteot Islam in danger, he uttered a threat to the
Governments of * Hindu provinces " which he beliov-
ed were treating the Muslims not very fairly. “ If
Muslims were ill-treated,” he said, “ in minority
provinces, the Bengal Ministry would retaliate. ”
For sheer hoctoring this avowal of readiness to
institute Governmental civil war between province
and province will be hard to beat. Mr. Huq forgot

that he was the head of a coalition Government of a

province where non-Muslims formed a substantial part
of the population. The talk of a jehad against nearly
a half of the citizens of the province, by the head of
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the Provinoial Govarnirient. would ‘l‘m'v;a, in -other
circumstances and normal times, meant a crisie
in the Cabinet, and we are not sure that Mr, Huq'’s

non-Muslim colleagues in his Cabinet would keep:

quiet over what is either empty bluster or wicked

vindictiveness, '
» - .

. EvEN the Cinl and M:ilitary Gazelte found it

difficuit to swallow Mr, Hug's fulminations and could

not but observe :

Seldom oan & more meaningless and, at the seme time,
more tendenocicns speech have been made at any impor-
tant political gathering. From a lesser man than the
Premier of animportant provines it would have been arrant
tub-thumping, If Mr. Huq cannot see his way to explain
away or, at least, to tone down the effeot of the more
violent passages of his speech, both Mr. Jinnah and Sir
Sikander Hyat Khan would be well advieed to dissociate
themselves from the possibilities which the Bengal
Premier adumbrated.

» » .o»

“ Wreck Federation.”

NEXT month the Kathiawad States’ People’s
-Conference is going tobe held in Rajkot, In Kathia~
wad there are as many as 206 States for a population
of 28 lakhs, A Conference of the people of these
States was not allowed to be held for the last seven
years, but the Thakoresaheb of Rajkot has this year
given permission to the Conferenoce to be held in his
State, At a meeting held in Bombay on the 19th inst.
to appeal to the Kathiawad people to make the
session of the Conference a success, Sardar Vallabh-
bhai Patel, who presided over the meeting, said about
federation :

A good deal in being talked about foderation. It was
up to the people of the States to underatand what would be
their position iz the foderal sohema.
were concornad they did not understand anything and that

was why they ssnt for barriaters from England spending |

lakhs of rupees and only signed documents preparsd by

these barristers, not knowing what the doouments |

contsined. But the people should know what were their
rights, what would be their position, if their respeotive
Btates agreed to enter the fedoration. It waj their duty
$0 express their views and make their rulers know what
they thought about the federa! soheme. It was up to
thom to declare that they were against the federal
sokeme and that they would ses to it that the federal
scheme wau wraoked, if and when it was {ntroduced.
- + »

Vande Mataram.

MR, M. N. ROY writes as follows in JIndependent
India on the Muslim League’s opposition to the
* Yande Mataram ™ - song. :

The resclution against the adoption of the song * Vande
Mataram " as the aational anthem will surely be resented
by many a Congressman. But on this point again, let us
not be guided by prejudice. The oriticism contained iz the
resolution in well-founded. Indeed, thers i8 no expresa anti-

Muslim spirit in the text of the song. But the ocontext is

So far as the rulers |

thers. The suthor of the song put it in the mouth of rebels
against the enemies of Hinduism. The apirit of the mong
is idolatrous and certminly pronouncedly Hindu, Would
‘the causs of nnity be promoted by our _insisting upon the
" Muslims' subscribing to Hindu ideas and ideals? Why
oan’t we compose & new national anthem which will be
leas controversial, expressing the seoular idesls of our
strugele for freadom, ideals to which the entire people of
India csn readily subscribe irrespective of communal,
religious and provinoial differences ?
* ) »

Inguiry Resented.

MR. N. V. PHADKE, member, Servants of India
Society, has issued the following statement :

One of the settlers in the Criminsl Tribes Settlement at
Ambernath was handcuffed, chained and subjected to
brutal thrashing by the authorities of the Ssttlement on
22nd right at Ambernath for his alleged offente of having
iovited Mr. 8, V, Parulekar, M. L. A, to Ambernath to.
address a meeting of settlers,

The meeting was to be held in order to formulate the
grievances of the seitlers and prepafe s momorandum to
be aubmitted to the Criminal Tribes Settlement Enquiry
Committes recently appointed by the Government of
Bombay. Mr. Parnlekar had jasued a hand-bill requesting
the settlers tc asssmble in a meeting for the above-
mentioned purpose, there being nothing uwnlawful about
such & proceading..

The Superintendent took cbjection to the meeting where~
upon Mr, Parulekar asked for his permission in writing.
The permission was not granted, and go in order to avoid
harassment and viotimization of settlers, Mr. Pamilekar
postponed the meeting acoording to the wishes of the
Superintendent, who wanted to obtain permission of the
Baokward Olass Officer, It is not known what steps the
Buperintendent took to obtain the permission of the Back-
ward olass Officer, but in the meantime extremely
severe punishment was meted out to one of the unfortunate
inmates of the Ambernath Sottlement for the orime {?)
of having offered to attend the proposed meeting.

One wonders what would have happened if the meeting
had besn held in spite pf the Superintendent,

* » »

Self-Supportiing Education. -

THE following resolution was adopted at the.
Eduocational Conference held last week-end at
Wardha under the aegis of Mahatma Gandhi

In the opinion of this Conference, free and compulscry
eduoation should be provided for seven years on a ngtion~
wide soale. The medinm of instruction shonld be the
mother tongue, . :

The Conference endorses the proposal made by
Mahatma Gandhi that the process of eduoation thronghout
this period should centre on some form of manual and
productive work and that all other abilities to be developed
and the training to bs given should as far as possible be.
integrally related to a central handioraft chosen with due
regard to the environment of the obild.

The Conference expeots that this system of education
will be gradually able to cover the remuneration of
teachers.

DISINTERRING THE CORPSE OF
NON-INTERVENTION,

T the meeting of the League of Nations Assembly

M. Negrin, the Premier of Spain, eaid on 20th

- September: “ Non-intervention is dead indeed,

but its unburied corpse is responsible for an artificial
atmosphaere in international eircles. It may be that
yesterday's announcement of the withdrawal of the

Anglo-French naval patrol from the Spanish coasts
will constitute the last step but one in its official
burial, * " If non-intervention was buried, its bones
are being disinterred by Great Britain and France,
particularly the former. The British Foreign Secre-

tary, Mr. Eden, spoke bravely at Llandudno on 15th
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October, giving an indication that at last the British
Government would bs ready to give up its policy of
one-sided neutrality which placed only a premium
upon aggression and which, as M. Alvarez del
Vayo, Spain’s Foreign Minister, observed in the
Sixth Committee of the League, * amounted in
practice to a blockade of the legitimate Spanish
Government, ” Mr. Eden said on that occasion :
“ A featurs of the present situation is proclaim-
ed intervention and the glorificatior of the breaches
of the agreemenf, Therefore, nobody can com-
plain if the patienice of those who have striven to
keoop their responsibilities constantly before them is
well-nigh exhausted. I, for one, certainly will not
criticise any nation which, if such conditions conti-
nue, felt compelled to resume freedom of action.”
Even this change in the British Government’s policy
from its former toleration of aggression o a willing-
ness to consider collective action was due not to any
concern for the rosintenance of the territorial infe-

grity of a League member, but to the piratical sub-

marine attacks by Italy in the Mediterranean,
Britain’s gea-road. Great Britain kept quiet while
Italy invaded Spain, but roused herself to activity
when her own atrategic position was menaced, M. del
Vayo spoke bitterly and caustically about this, There
had accumulated, he said, outrages and attacks in the
Mediterranean on such s scale that the protagonists
of non-intervention, when their own vital interests
were directly threatened, were forced to return to the
path of collective security. Great Britain co-operated
with other countries and made the Middle Sea safe
for herseif, and it was hoped that she would at last
extend the collective action, imitiated in her own
interest, in the interest of Spain also, giving up the
“ironical fiction” (in M, Negrin’s words ):.of non-
intervention.

But thess signs are again belied. Great Britain
has agreed, and has persuaded France, which was far
more impatient of the Fascist aggression in Spain
and was straining at the leash to reopen the Franco-
Spanish frontier to the passage of arms to the Spanish
Government, to sgree, to the continuance of the
fiotion of non-intervention, She had insisted at first
that Italy and Germany should agree toa complete
withdrawal of her nationals fighting in Spain on the
gide of rebels, and that only after the Non-Interven-
tion Committee kad satisfied itself that considerable
progress had been made with withdrawal, the
countries represented on the Committes would accord
the rights of a belligerent to the Burgos junta. But at
the Chairman's Sub-Committee of the Non-Interven-
tion Committee she gave in once again. Italy and
Germany agreed only to a token withdrawal ; what
would be enough as an earnest of the eventual
evacuation of the Italian and German combatants
was not determined ; then a Commission of Inquiry
was to g0 to the war zone to find out what were the
proportions of foreign nationals fighting on the two
sides ; and after the report of the Commission was
received, then the real exodus was to begin. Any one
could have seen that Italy was once again employ-
ing dilatory tactics and did not want anything more
than to prevent, by a show of reasonableness,

arms and perhaps volunteers going to loyalist Spain
along the Pyrennese frontier, because even Italy does
not believe that Great Britain will give any material
assistance to the hard-pressed Spanish Government,
It was not even asked of the Fascist countries that
they would accept the figures given by the Commis-
sion of Inquiry and that they would agree to with-

‘draw their army units from Spain in proportionate

strengfh. In fact, two days after the non-interven-
tion scheme was reconstructed and a day after the
House of Commons was bidden to hold its soul in
patience, the Fascist powers rsfused to abide by the
verdict of the Commission, Thus the whole scheme
has already gone to pieces even before it came into
force. All that Italy and Germany want is tha
Franco should be recognised as a belligerent, so that
the blockade of the Spanish coast which has already
been illegally established could be made legal and
enforced even more rigorously. If the new scheme of
non-intervention comes into operation at all, it is:
certain that Italy and Germany, who have established,

.their armies of occupation in Spain, would beginm

agking, the moment a {oken withdrawal takes place,

for the recognition by Great Britain, France and
Russia of Franco as a belligerent.

At least after the acknowledged Italian vietory
at Santander, the playing with neutrality should
have stopped. So long as Ifaly and Germany were
shy about their exploits in Spain, there might have
been some excuse for not inculpating ‘them,
Mediterranean piracy is still in that stage. Every-
one knows that it is Italy and rebel BSpain that are
practising gangster terrorism of the seas, bui diplo-
matic etiquette still requires that everyome should
speak of unknown pirates. But no such reticence is
demanded in the matter of -tHe international war on
the soil of Spain, There is no need to name the
aggressor here. As M. del Vayo said, * In the case
of Spain the aggressor defines himself, ” Full details
hava been published in the Italian papers themselves
of the part that the Italian army played in the fall of

‘Santander, which after the fall of Bilbao is the

heaviest reverse sustained by the Valencia Govern-
ment. Of the forces that attacked Santander no less
than half were supplied by Italy, the other half being -
supplied mainly by the mercenary Moors and foreign
legionaries. The total strength of the army which
took part in the attack is placed at 30,000, Three
Italian divisions — Black Arrow, Black Flame and
20th of March — fought in this battle and were
supplied with 200 tanks and several air machines,
which were mostly German, Mussolini sent a
telegram to the Officer commanding the Italian troops..
giving him the nation's praise for the superb conduct
of the command. Franco telegraphed to Mussolini,
expressing his gratitude, and Mussolini wired back :
“The brotherhood of arms, already close, guarantees the
final viotory which will liberate Spain and the Mediter-
ranean from any menace to our common civilization,”
And be it remembered that this cynical avowal that
the fall of Santander was due to the bravery of the
Italian army and the direction of Italian generals
came after Great Britain's plan for the reconstruction
of non-intervention was propounded, and yet not a
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single meeting of the Non-Intervention Committee '
waa held to consider this flagrant violation of inter-
national order. M. Negrin said at the League meet-
3ng : “To-day, speaking with a full sense of responsi-
‘bility, we say that Italy is at this moment transport-
.ing to Spanish territory an army lwice as large as
that which she at present maintains there. Let no
‘one plead ignorance on this point in futurel Due
.warning has now been given,” What was Great
JBritain’s reaction to SBantander and to this mews that
twice the number of forces were being dispatched Ao
.aid Franco ? “A resurrection”, as M. del. Vayo said,
*of the corpse” of non-intervention. Why is any
_preliminary inquiry needed ta determine the pumbera
of foreign nationals taking part in the war on the.
.two sides before their participation is stopped ? The
‘numbers are fairly well-known. Three months age
they were about 12,000 foreign voluntesrs on the side
of the Government and between 80,000 and 100,000
Germans and Italians on the side of the rebels, since
when the rebels have obtained & large accession of
.atrength from Italy. But whatever the numbers, why -

.cannot these foreign combatants be withdrawn from |.

the combat at once ? Bir Archibad Sinciair suggested
in the House of Commons on 15th July last that
although it would take some time. to get these eom-
batants out of Spain, there should be no difficulty in
withdrawing them all immediately from the firing
line. But if this were done, no room would be left

for Italy to procrastinaie and in the meantime to
ruseh her forces into Spain.

What Italy and Germany want is that Franco be
granted belligerent right ac as togive him prestige and
legalise the blockade that has already been enforced
by illegal means. Loyalist Spain has lost Bilbao,

Santandar and Gijon; on the northern front her posi- |'

‘tion has been shaken, but in the gouth she is holding
“out with the utmost bravery. She has given up
" defensive tactics and has taken the offenstve; her army
Is no longer an improvisation that it formerly was;
‘and she no longer fears that she will be conquered
by force of arms; it is the blockade that she
fears, Rechard Watts, Jr, writes in the Current
History for October : “Unquestionably loyalist Spain
fs still dependent on materials from the outside. More
-and more munitions are being manufactured within-
the country, with small factories throughout the land
adding their mite to the military resources of the
Government, So far, however, they cannot supply all
‘that is needed If all the available men are to be

properly armed and if the offensive that is to bring {:

victory is to be properly equipped. (Gasclane and
various raw materials are required, and there is a
particular lack of heavy artillery which cannot be
supplied in the country itself,* The chief motive under-
lying submarine piracy in the Mediterrancan was to
atrengthen the blockade of the Spanish Government’s
ooast whioh till then was partial, . In the absence of
recognition of the Burgos junta as a belligerent,
:* General Franco's foroes were unable legally to
-enforos & blockade. In order, therefore, to out off
lJoyalist supplies, partioularly of oil and gasolene for
tanks and airplanes, nothing could be simpler than
.40 attempt to enfores an illegal one by means of un-

identifiable vessels.” Now that piratical attacks are
.stopped, Italy is concentrating on the grant of bellk
gerent rights to Franco. The military advantages of
such rights would be very great indeed. War material
would cease going from Barcelona to Madrid, and
Madrid would fall to the - »ebels, Non-intervention
has been,as M. del Vayo observed, “a fatal poliey™; it
has only prolonged war, but for it the Spanish war
“would have been: brought to an end in less than two
months,”” One .¢an buf endorse the pathetic appeal
which the . Spanish Foreign Minister made to the
League: “If the Leagune of Nations is not in a pesition
to afford the State victim of aggression that active
assistance to which it is entitled under the Covenant,
lat it not scommit, at any rate, the iniquity of preventr
ing that State from acquiring the means of providing .
for its own defence.” , -, ..

CURRENT COMMENT.

AN APOLOGIA,

HE Bombay Ministry, having once refused a mors-

torium on agriculturists’ debts, must of courme

" " gontinue to tefuse it, for where else wonld be its
prestize? But it mow speaks in rather subdued tones

-and does not denounce moratorium in wild and flam-

boyant terms or plead that it would ruin the credit
structure of the provinee &8 it did before, It now ia
prepared to argue, and argue coolly ; only in doing
8O, it has completely shifted its ground. A morato.
rium does not now appear to the Ministry harmful
and even fatal, as sometime ago it persuaded itself
to believe, but only as not so emergent.

Mr. Latthe, the Finance Minister, speaking st
Shenoli- 1ast. week, sgeemed to imply that the
advocates of & moratorium based their demand ut

‘presenst on @ different ground from that om which .

they had based it before. For ourselveg we never
pleaded for it as an exiraordinary smergency
measure, but only as a precautionary measure to en-
sure that agrioulturist debtors for whose benefit the
Ministry has pledged itself to. enact debt legislation
of a far-reaching character will not be baunlked of it

. We agree that agricultural prices have shown & ten-

dency to rise during the last two or three yecars,
and that this makes unnecessary a moratorium of the
kind saveral continental countries declared during the
period of economic depression. .

. But we are tempted to ask Mr, Latthe why then
he oarried on a furious agitation only ' last year for
8 wholesale reduotion~-the figure he mentioned was
50 per cant.—of land revenua, The reason that he
then adduoced was the fall in the prices of agricul-
tural produots of the same extent. He now sings =
different tune. .Is it because he has since ocome to
know that the pricey had already been going up or
beoauss he has acquired & new sense of responsibility
and does not anyway want to be bothered by demands
with which it was his wont to harry the old burean-
cratic Government? This is a question that he might
ask his own conscignce. We ars not concerned with
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dt, as we have uzged the declaration of a moratorium
neither as a stick to beat the Congress Ministry with,
nor as a measure demanded by a national emergenocy,
but only as a necessary preliminary to the indebted-
ness law which the Ministry has promised.

The Finance Minister says that debtors’
lands are not being transferred t6' money-lenders
"on a large Bcale,” and that therefore a mora-
forium ‘is unnecessary. But ‘we ask
ghould they be allowed to be €ransferred on any

Y

“Why

woale ?° Why not prevent it altogether? What harm-

can possibly result from it even assuming that; on
account of the executive orders issued by the Govern-
ment, a moratorium is now unnecessary ¥ ‘Perhaps,

the Ministry will say that: after a moratoriuni the-

usual channels of rural credit will be blocked up.

But the executive action. which Mr. Latthe himself
says the Government has taken will have the same

result. If thisaction is on a sufficiently wide scale,

it will be only another ‘name for' a general morato-'

zium, and it will be open to the same objection of
restricting the credit of agriculturisis as a morafo-
rium is open to,

If the aotion is meagre, then to that

axtent it is free from this objection, but in that case ex’
hypothesi it does not make a moratorium unnecessary,

Mr. Latthe, after balancing advantages and

disadvantages, comes to the conclusion that *this

easure (the Debt Coneialiation Bill), when introduced.
rwould probably be superior to a moratorium.” Who

ever recommended a moratorium to him as a measure
alternative to debt legislation? The first is only an-
cillary, preliminary to the second. For its justification
a temporary measure like a moratorium depends upon
being followed up, within a short time, by a perma-
nent debt law. The debtor is to be temporarily safe-
guarded against being made to pay in full when, and
.only when, he has a chance of having his burden
reduced by debt legislation, which will take into
account not only the terms of his contract but. the
equities of his case. That is the raison d'efre of a
moratorium, It is not intended, and was never intend-
ed, as a substitute for the legislation iiself, and the
two, therefore, cannot. be compared as independent,
rival solutions of the same problem.

- Lo

What Mr. Latthe says at the end“is, for him,
politically dangerous, “The experience of rushing
through proposals of this kind ( i. e, a moratorivm )
elsewhere has taught us to be cautious ourseives.” The

# olsewhere " here refers to Madras. In Madras Mz.:

Rajagopalachariar deemed it expedient to withdraw the
Moratorium Bill that he had introduced in the Legis-
lative Assembly of bis province for a time. It has
sinoce been exposed to a fire of oriticism, buf the fire is
{rom both sides. If in some quarters it is criticised as
interfering with the legitimate rights of oreditors, it
is also oriticised in other quarters, Mr. Latthe may

-well note, as not going far enough, and it may yet’

pass the Madras legislature with its -claws still more
gharpened. Granting, however, that it eventually
fails to. become law, Mr Rajagopalachari  will at

Teast have the eredlt of having attempted something
that was clearly necessary. His failure will in any
6ase afford no justification to the Bombay Ministre
for the deliberate dereliction of duty of which it s
guilty. And, considering the matter from a political

'| point of view, does Mr. Latthe think it prudent for

one Congress Ministry, whose offence is sheer inactiod,
to point a finger of scorn to another Congress ‘Minis-
try, whose misfortune it is, not offence, to have tried
and failed? And why does not Mr. Latthe cast his
eyes upwards? 'In the United Provincer a third
Congress Ministry has sponsored a similar measure;
it has already passed the Legislative .Assembly and
perhaps before Mr, Latthe reads these lines, it will
have passed the Legislative ‘Council. The Bombay
Ministry will not make muoch progress if, ignoring
the achievements -of its sister Ministries, it revels in
and gloats over the posaibility of their failure,

COMPULSQRY EDUCATION IN BIHAR.

DR. SYED MAHAMUD, Minister of Education in
Bihar, made a notable announcement at Bettish ‘last
week in the matter of compulsory education. He
announced that by the end of February, 1938, in all
-municipal areas primary education would be made
compulsory and the Government would bear the cost
and the municipalities would be asked to spend whdt.
they might have been spending over education
towards proper sanitation of their towns. He said
the detailed scheme would be placed before the publfe
by the end of Novernber, 1937, and the question
of extending this proposal in rural areas would also
be discussed. '

One can well understand Dr. Syed Mahmud
taking municipal towns in hand first ; they are edu-
cationally mors advanced than rural areas, and ob-
viously the cost of bringing all the school population
to school in tracts where a large number of them are
already at school would be much less than in other
tracts where education is backward, From this point
of view the introduction of compulsion in municipal
towns is easier, and it is well that the Education
Minister begins his drive against illiteracy thers,
The total population living in munieipalities in “Bxhar
'is 1334 lakhs, and it may be said that of this about &
lakh or 8 per cent. is already inschool. This propor-
tion compares very favourably with the general per-
centage of children at school to the total popula.tlon
in the provmce, which is only a little more than 3
per cent. The cost of introducing compulsory aduca—
tion in these places will be proportionately greater.

The wastage in primary education of which
bitter complaints are heard in every province can be
eagily remedied by the introduction 'of compulsory
education. The Administration Report of Bihar and

Orissa for 1934-35 has 'this to say on the subject:
“ Investigations made by the Special Officer in a

-number of districts in the course of the year dismally

illuminated the infructuous nature of much: of the

-expenge on primary education -in the past. It-was
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#stablished that of every three children admitted to a
primary school only one had made satisfactory pro- .
gress after three years, . Of the others one had re-:
at . the bottom. of the school
throughout that period, while the .third had vanished, -

mained tenaciously:

having completed his education.”. This wastage,
which is common to all provinoes, will be immediately
stopped when compulsory education is introduced,
&nd the administrative like the. financial diffionities

dnvolved in such a measurawhen applied to mumcl—,

palities will be much less..

wep

W The total municipa.! ‘expenditure on education
in Bihar was Rs. 4,16,000 in 1935-36, towards which
‘the' mundcipalities received a grant of Ra 1,76,000.
‘But the -expenditure on primary muniocipal schools
+wae only Rs, 1,19,000. The percentage of expenditure
on education fn the more important municipalities is

-very low; e. g. in Patna City and Monghyr 4-8 ; Gaya’

&1'; Mugaffarpur 67; Bhagalpur 7-2; Buxar 77 3

Fwr !

TILLERS

Yoo i

1885, aa amended by the Act of 1928, the

smnder-rayat was Jeft - without much protection,’

and the amending Bill passed recently by the Bengal
‘Legialative Assembly does not propose to make any .
Amprovement in his position. The Act of 1885 placed
limite on the enhancement of rent to be paid by the
‘ralyats and protected them from eviction, but so far as.
the under-raiyats were concerned, the Act left them
“without any effective ' protection., It provided
no doubt that the rent of the under-raiyats could not
be enhanced by more than 50 per cent. of the rent of
-the landlord-raiyats, but as it gave them no security
against eviction (the Aot provided that an under-
raiyat could be ejeoted on the expiry of the term of a
written lesse ; or where there was no written lease, on
mere notioe expiring by the end of the agricultural
<year) there was in fact no limit to the enhancement.
of their rents, Anocther difficulty was experienced in

making the slight protection which the Aot purported |-

to give a reality, viz., when the raiyats let out their

lands {n part it was almost impossible to determine | -

whether the enhanced rent was more than 50 per cent.

.of their own rent, In explaining the provisions of |

the amending Act of 1928, Khan Bahadur Munim
-apoke of the 1885 Act as followa: “In the existing
Aot, although there is a protection againet rack-rent-
.ing, yet that gave them nothing besause the. under-
raiyats have no status, and, if an .under-raiyat did
not agree to pay the rent which his landlord claimed
“for hiw, the result was that he was ousted. Therefore:
‘that restriotion in the Aot was really a dead letter.
During the course of settlement operations it was
‘found that if the rent of an under-raiyat was reduced
‘under this Aot the result was that on the following
‘day the man was ousted fram the land. And in many

eased it was diffioult to ascertain what the actual rate |- :

“of'rent for the particular plot of land sublet to an’

and - Arrah 9-2; and it is-obvions that unless the
Government takes ‘upon itseif the burden of primary
education the latter ¢an mever be universal, ' Wa,
therefore, welcome thé announcement of :the Minister
that the Government 'will itself meet the cost of
compulsory ' education, leaving the municipalities fo
divert their slender resources to what is to therz even
amore urgent necessity, viz., sanitation. B

Haviog introduced compulsory education in
municipal towns the Government must turn its atten-
tion to rural areas too, for of the' total population of
3,23,65,000 in the province only 13,33,000 ‘or 4 pér
cent,, live in municipal towns; all the rest live in
rural areas. The municipalities are to' be taken up

_first, because education in theso areas can be tackled .

eagily, but the problem of. the rural  areas, though

-vastly more..diffioult, cannot be postponed indefini-
‘ te]y, and we are glad that the Bihar Mmmtry m not

going to postpone it elt.her

BENGAL TENANOY BILL,
OF LAND STILL UNPROTECTED

NDER t.ha provmions of the Bongal Tenaney Act,

under—ra.lyat was; fora ma]orlty of under-raiyats hold
only a portion of the holding, and it is not possible to

-gscertain whether the plot has been Iet out at a rate

of rent which, taking the particular plot of la.nd. had
reached the limit as given in the law.”

The Act of ' 1885 provided that the under-ralyat
might acquire & right of - eocupancy if there was a
local custom  to--this effect, but, Rai M. N. Gupta
Bahadur says in his commentary, “ as the: burden: of
proving such custom lay on the tenant, he waa really
left without any protection against arbitray evietion”

-The' Bengal - ‘Administrationr Report for 1911-12

observes:. * The under-raiyat is not. protected
againat eviotion, and the protection afforded against
exoessive rental has been rendered nugatory in the
law courts.” This was fully anticipated when the Act
was passed, Sir Steuart' Bayley said at the time in
the Viceroy's Legislative Counoil ;

This olass (the under-raiyats } we have left as in the
intermediate Bill No. I, with only the nomindl protestion
of a feactional limit above the head-rent beyond which the
lessor oannot recover in ocourt. This is, to my mind, the
most unsatisfaotory part of the  Bill;  but the commwittes

- wers unable to afford to under-raiyats any raal protsction
without subverting the customs and traditions attaching to
the atatus. Solong asthey were liable to arbitrary ejeot~
ment, there oan;be no proteotion against arbitrary enhance~-
ment, and the protection afforded by the Billin practios
only refers to arrears of rent, With the right to eject
the lessor wili always prefer this method ©f attaining his
objoot to that of a auit in cours, 80 shat the protection, as
I said, is aominal, In fact the only praotioable method of
proteoting them would be by giving to under-raiyats sub-
oooupanoy right against the legsor, ofthe same nature though
not necesaarily of the same degree, as the ocoupancy raiyat
bas agaiost the tenure-holder above him. No such plan
would, at the present time, be favourably received, as it is
oontrary to existing custom. and i3 in that sense justiy
ocondemned as revolutionary. Moreover, the question is not

" atpresent of serious importance, though as population
‘inoreases it is likely to become so; but I wishto say that

in fegard 4o the under-raiyst I do not think the Bill can be
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ounsidered tobs in any way a final settlsdtent of the diffi-
oulty, and the hext generation will probably have to
redonaider his position.
At the time the 1885 Act was passed the raiyats
were mostly actual tillers of the soil, but the condi-
tions soon changed and the raiyats became increasingly
ere rent-receivers from under-raiyate to whom. they
sublet their holdings. .It was found some thirty years
after the Act was passed that nnder-raiyats who were
‘actuslly cultivating the lands and who had. none but
‘the nominal protection of the Act were as many as
.the asli raiyats.  Sir John Kerr's Committee in 1921
deseribed the evi] inherent in leaving under-raiyats
unprotected as follows :
Dnder the law as it stands, the occupancy tenant right
ean only bs enjoyed by one person in the chain, and, as the
law is hot properly sdapted to the complicated stats of

subinfeudation which aectuslly exists, it frequently happens
that the oseupancy tenant right gets intn-the hands of the

wrang person, and the eouitivating, tenant, who ought to.
have the right finds himself in the position of a tenant-at--

will. It is this limitation of thé legal vocupancy Hght to

a single individual among the numerous persens who mey |

be interested in the land that is a% the-root of moat of the
diffioulties experienced in the administration and inter-
pretation of the Act in Bengal, and we are convinced that

it is necessary to.fenast this fundumental hravisian of khe

Aot, in order to meet the requirements of modern

aeonditions.
The Government of Bengal thereupon brought in a

Bill in 1925 giving effect to the Committes's recom-

mendation, viz, that underraiyata. should, except in
certain cases, be given occupancy right against their
immediate landlords, The Bill also sought to give a
legal right to the raiyat to transfer- his occupancy

holding. The Maharaja of Nadia, Revenue Member, -

in introducing the Bill, said : “ With transferability

made Jegal in this manner, there is a very real risk of

raiyati holdings falling more and more into the hands
of non-agriculturists, till the bona fide agriculturist
is little more than a serf on the land he once called
his own.” The Legislative Council, however, did not
show any inclination to acocepf this radical solution
of the problem.

Then came-the Act of 1928, whick improved- the
position of the under-raiyats to a certain extent but
fiot much, and which in any case failed to adopt the
golution that the Bill of 1925 had proposed. It recog-
" nised as occupanocy rafyats those under-raiyats who,
under section 113, illustration 2, had acquired. pecu-
panoy right by custom, but it also repealed this: part
of seotion 183, thus making it impossible for the
number of underraiyats with occcupancy right to
grow in future. This claas of under-raiyats enjoy all
the rights that are acoorded to occupancy raiyata ; for

instanoe, thair rent cannot be enhanced by more than.

2 annas in the rupee, and that only once In fifteen

years, and they cannot be ejected except on

grounds on which odoupanoy raiyats can be ejected,

As for those under-raiyats who had not by then
soquired eccupancy right, and they wers by far

the most numerous, the Aot left the initial rent
to an agreement between them and their landlord-
rafyats, and limited subsequent enhancements to -4
annas in the rupes at intervals of not less than 15
years, while in she case of ocoupancy raivetse the

maximum enhancament could be only 2 annss. Raf
M. N. Gupta Bahadur saya: * Thers is hardly any
justification to put the permissible rate of contrastual.
enhancement (in the the case of under-raiyata) as-
high as 4 annas per rupee of the previous rent when
it is only 2 annas in the case of occupancy raiyats.
The reasong which justify such periodical enhance-
ment of rent are the same in both cases” (normal
increase in the money value of the orop). The Aot

-also provided that, in the case of an enhanoement

suit, the maximum that the court could allow would
ba one-third of the average gross produce of ten years:
jmmediately preceding, This proportion too is much

too high. As for security from ejectment, the Aot
provided that those under-raiyats who had been in poss

session of their holding for 12 continuous years or
had a homestead on itk were not liable to be ejected at
the expiry of the period of the lease, er where there
was no leage on notice to quit at the end of the year,
but they wers entitled to remain on the holding like
occupancy raiyats. They can be ejected on grounds on
which occupancy raiyats can be ejected and on the addi-

. tional ground of failure to pay arrears of rent. Those

under-raiyats who have not been in possession for 1%
yeuars nor have a ‘homestead oh the land continue, as
before, liable to ejectment at the expiry of the period
of lease or on hotice to quit, but ejectment can take
place when the landlord requires the land for his own
cultivetion and’ not for sublagting it to another
under-raiyat.

No attempt is made in the Bill which paesed the
Legislative Assembly recently to improve the status of
the under-raiyats, even those under-raiyats who have
been on the holding continuously for 12 years. Their
rent is liable to enhancement by 4 annas in the rupes,
and the Bill does not propose any change in it. But an
amendment moved by a Congress member, Mr. Suren-
dra Nath Biswas, sought to give occupancy rights
to all under-raiyats, making their rent non-liable to
enhancement except on terms on which the rent of
under-raiyats who had acquired oceupancy right by
oustom or usage is liable, under-raiyats with ocou~
pancy right being to all intents and purposes occupancy
raiyats. The number of under-raiyatis in Bengal is
now greater than that of occupancy raiyats, which
means that a majority of the raiyats bhave become
mere rent-receivers like the zamindars or tenure-hold-
ors, and the actual tillers of the soil are left without
ndequate protection. But the Ministry opposed
this smendment, which was eventually -defeated by
86 to 72 votes, The close division indicates that there
isagood deal of sympathy even inthe Coalition Party,
from which the Cabinet ia drawn, for the under-raiyat.
All that the Revenue Minister, Sir B. P. Singh Roy,
gaid in juetification for the Government’s attitunde:
was that the present Bill did not pretend to make any
radical changee in the present law, which would have
to await the recommendations of the Commission aof
Inquiry which the Government proposed to seb up,
But this is an unconvincing plea. In fact, tha Kermr
Committes had made recommendations on it and the
Bengal Government was prepared in 1925 to assimi-
late the conditions under which a raiyatand an under~
raiyat could acquire occupancy right and also the
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{ncidents attaching to this right when it had been
acquired. There was, therefore, nothing very revolu-
tionary about the amendment moved by Mr, Biswas,
and it is difficult to understand why the Huq Minis-
try opposed it.

The Ministry’s position bacomes all the more in-
explicable when it is remembered that Mr. Faglul
Hugqhimself had proposed in 1928 to confer occupancy
right on all under-raiyats. He moved an amendment,
in the course of the debate on the 1928 Bill, for the
deletion of what is now eection 48G which deals
with under-raiyats with occupancy right and the
substitution therefor of the following clause: “Every
under-raiyat shall acquire a right of ooccupancy in
his holding in the same manner and to the same
oxtent as a raiyat-in accordance with the provisions
of pections 19 and 20,” This amendment is very far-
roaching, A mimilar proposal was placed before Sir
John Kerr’s Committes and was turned down by if
on the ground that it went too far. But Mr, Biswag's
amendment was mora modest than the Kerr Committes’s
-racommendation which the Bengal Government itself
had adopted. Why, then, should Mr. Hug have allow-
od his party to vote against the Congress amendment ?
The fact that the amendment was narrowly defeated
is, however, encouraging. Non-official bills in the
intereat of the poor cultivators are to come before the
Bengal legislature, It is to be hoped that the Govern-
ment, instead of waiting for another inquiry, will

give its support to these bills and thus help in prompt-
1y removing a long-standmg grievance which cries

out for redress, Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarkar, the

Finance Minister, in defending the Minjstry’s action

in turning down the asmendment of Mr. Biswas, says
that the Congress party was not really serious in tak-
ing up the cause of the cultivators; that it really

stands for the middle classes whom the Bill benefita;
that if it carried on an agitation for the people at the
bottom, it would find that the Proja Party and some
others in the Coalition party would bring in the kind
of bills for which the Congress shows such outward

concern; and that these bills would become laws

sooner than the Congress would like, What Mr, Sarkar
asgerts may be true, but why should not the Ministry

have taken the Congress at its word and supported its

amendment, thus putting the Congress to the test?

'Will the . Ministry even now support the Congress

bills intended for the good of the cultivators or bring

forward its own bill, if only {as Mr. Sarkar believes)

to expose the insineerity of the Congress leaders ? The

general public is not concerned with the motives of

either the Congress or the Ministry ; what it wants is

action inthe right direction, and if such action is

facilitated by a rivalry between the two parties fo

pose ag the champions of the poor, it will only wish

that the rivalry expressed iteelf not in mere words

buit in solid deeds.

SELF-SUPPORTING EDUOATION,

Larry: What is the useof giviog land to such men?
“They are too small, too poor, too ignorant, too simple~
minded to hold it against us: you might aa well give a
dultedom to m erossing sweeper. )
Broadbent : Yes; Mr. Xeegan; this place may have
an industrial future, or it may have a residential future:
I oan't tell yat; but it is not going to ba & future in the
hands of your Dora.ns and Hafligans, poor devils |
"w=John Bull's Other Island, Act IV,

HEN Mahatma. Gandhi first propounded the idea
of pelf-supporting education it looked as
though the country was in no mood to take

it serfously. But with his characteristic ability to
launch the country on magnificent experiments about
mighty illusions the Mahatma has won his way over
‘the Congress Ministers In the matter of experiment-

Ing with the principle of self-supporting education.’
It was perhaps Dr. C. R. Reddi who pointed out in |
-one of his recent speeches in Madras the mutial in- |

compatibility of raints and suocessful government :
and we can only wish that 4 similar incompatibility
does not exist between great ends and unscientifie
means, even when the ends are not political, but
purely educational,

Ever since the proposal was mooted seriously
the oountry was agitated over the issuse, and in the
beginning the educationists betrayed as much gusto

for its acceptance as a child would for a dose of |

castor oil. But eince then, in consequence of the
tearing and raging campaign oarried on in its favour
under the various types of the usual slogans of
~national education, useful education, patriotic pride

- and all the rest of their kind, the thunders have cool-

ed down into murmurg and the idea has won for itself
the blessings of all sections of patriotic opinion.
Practical men, principald of schools, economists,
professors, educationists have all given theirsviews on
it and this new-born babe seems to have been put on
the way for & robust life at the Wardha Conference
with the triple graces of originality of ceneeption,
blessings of experts and the kindly patronage -of

. Congress Ministers attending on it. -In spite of all

this, however, certain crevices and loopholesin the
make-up leave doubters and o¢ynics to doubt and
nod and wonder if the question of reorganising a
whole nation’s education is capable of achievement
with such adroit simplicity.

Now that the scheme has been acoepted by the
Congress Ministers through their representatives at
the Wardha Conference, it is worth while examining
gome of ita implications with reference to its practi-
oability as a self-supporting proposition, which, for Mr.
Gandhi, is the very orux of the whole scheme and
“ the acid test of its reality " ( see the Harijan of 2nd
October ). Judged from this point of view—and it is
essantially from this angle that the whole thing
should be judged even because he regards the self-
support principle as the acid test of its reality—the
various opinions oollected by him and published
in the Harijan make a very interesting etudy im
anti-climax, To start with, there is the opinion of
Mr. Bhise, Principal of the S, P. Hakimji School,
Bordi, which is run on the principle of giving instrue~
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.hon dal- hsudioract't.s. He welcomes ths scheme a8 the
best mterpretatxon of educational theories, details
bis own experience in not finding any difficulty in
disposing of the surplus produuts and concludes that
his..conviction . that. education must be made and
can be made. self-supporting is.growing stronger
Only he doeg not tell us what exactly is the position
of the school as a self-supporting institution at present,
even when it enjoys the privilege of its being a rare
specimen of its kind and therefors having to face no
competition, There is the opinion of Dr. P. C. Ghosh,
an economist, who, In supporting the principle of

congcripting the educated, unearths the buried bones |

of the benefit theory of taxation. Hbe, no doubt, feels
enthuged over the idea of national education, but
believes that though the proposition appearsto be
theoretically sound, it should be limited to selected
areas for one year, There are also a few useful hints
on education by Mr. Manu Subedar (the Harijan,
2nd October ) which are really very valuable and
throw a floodlight of practical wisdom on the question
of educational reorganisation, but in which no defi-
nite opinion is expressed as to whether or not it could
be made self-supporting. Mr. X. G. Mashruwala,
who rightly emphasizes the moral and psychological
advantages of an education imparted along with
handjorafts and who would look upon the necessary
expenditure as an investment for material and moral
returns in future, admits frankly that he does not
clearly see the way towards making a success of the
pelf-support principle, Then comes the opinion of
Prof. 8. V. Puntambekar of the Hindu University
who completely agrees with and even humbly pleads
for Mr. Gandhi's suggestion, but feels doubiful about
the economic value of the products of the schools and
recommends that the State should spend money direct-
ly on educating the children rather than adopt the
process of buying up their products, And finally he
ends hy driving a coach and gix through the Gandhian
scheme by pronpuncing the wverdieci of historical
wisdom when he writes that “two ideologies, one
mediseval and the other modern, one pluralistic and
functional and the other unitary and territorial, can-
not work together,” In the same issue is reproduced
the opinion of a “high educational officer who wighes
to remain unknown ”, He goes a step further and
declares that “ the underlying ideas are in some cases
medimval and in some cases based upon assumptions
that would not bear examination.” 'There iz also the
no legs significant wording of the resolution of the
‘Wardha Educational Conference itself, in that it ac-
cepts the principle subject, however, to the reservation
that the Conference expects that this system of educa~
tion will be gradually able to cover the remuneration
of teachers, The words “gradually ” and * expects”
are very convenient, indeed, and are probably the
oontribution to the resolution of the politicians
at the Educational Conference. On top of all
these comes the presidential address from Sir P, G
Ray, whose address, according to the Bombay
Chronicle, covers nearly all aspects of the problem of
educational reorganisation except that of the self-

support principle! The Bombay Chronicle calls this a
regrettable omission, It would be regrettable indeed if

lt wears accldental. And if we are “patriotie” probably
weo have to draw the conclusion that this silence is

" more than half-consent. But then comes the doubt.

whether it is commonsense to say that a keenm
scientist and a keener business organiser like Sir P,
C. Ray could accidentally omit to touch on just that
point as the President of a Conference assembled.

“almost for that very purpose. And if it is deliberato¥

Probably it is unpatriotic to press the point to ita
logical coneclusiou |

Now this body of opinions froma all types of
people is practically illustrative of the attitude of
regponsible men in the country vig-e-vis the Mahat.
ma's ideal. It bringa into relief two important as-
pects of the question. In the first place there is an
undoubted recognition of the fact that education is
badly in need of referm, and that reform should be in
the direction of making it more practical, more use-
ful and more of a type that would produce men and
women of a self-reliant attitude and creative talents.,
To that extent there is common ground, and pro-
bably to-day nosane person could deny its crying
necegsity. But it is one thing to say that education
should be made more useful and quite another to
hold that it should be self-supporting. And on this
latter point—the crucial question, the very essence so-
far as Mahatma Gandhi is concerned—the economists

assume an attitude that is doubtful, the professor and |
an attitude that is. -
negative, and the Conference itself an attitude that
is political | But what use has the Mahatma for mere °

“ the high educational officer ',

& priori reasoning ? The great lover of social experi«
ments brushes all this @slds The Conference, of

courss, endorses the principle subordinating colleotive

roason to the Mahtma’'s flash of intuition ; and afew -

months from today we may see all round us in at °

least the seven Congress provinces “gelf-supporting:
schools ” supported by governments and private

funds epringing into existence, busy like ant-hills

in summer, patroniged by the Ministers, managed by
patriots and manned by volunteers who—probably
in their thousands—have already started sendmg
in their applications to Wardha !

In spite of its being a product of intuition, and
in spite of his inability fo attach any credit to the a.
priori reasoning of those who are not convinced of its
merits, the Mahatma has given us enough of a pri-
ori reasoning himself in support of his principle. And.
Mr, Mahadeo Desai has given a long quotat.ion of a
priori reasoning from Rousseau in favour of the
principle {the Harijan of October 9th). Wa may
leave poor Rousseau to his well-earned rest and

examine the other parts of the reasoning offered in its

support, and it is also fo be hoped that responsible

Ministers will be able to bestow enough thought on
the idea before moving finally towards making ex-
periments with the not very lavish resources of the
poor men of India.

A

The strongest point in favour of the idea is the.

psychological and morsal uplift that education, given. -
side by side with practical work, would impart to its-

pupils. On its usefulness probably there can be no--
vital difference, although what particular types of
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<ocational training should be offered may depend on
the particular types of economic ends one may wish
#0 achieve. But when it
supporting, education becomes largely an economic
question and shifts the emphasis towards maintaining
& market value for the products of the schools. In
that case mnot only economic calculations, but also
economfc valuations come to play an important and
vital part, When it is desired to maintain an equation
between the income and expenditure of the achool It
all depends on the various factors affecting the income
.on one side and expenditure on the other. The income
side will be determined by the profit that eould be
made by the sales; sales will be determined by prices;
prices depend on costs; and costs depend on the tech-
nique of production end the efficiency of labour. Here
the technique is the technique of village industries,
probably dead or dying, and the labour the labour
of children. And all these working in an environ-
ment of competition with products from Iands
amed to the teeth with machinery and science.
Nothing but incorrigible optimism can drive us into
believing that it can ever be a suocess and its imprac-
ticability so for as the self-supporting principle is
-concerned would be obvious to any one acquianted
with even the elementary laws of economic science |
If any one can convinece the Mahatma of the fact
that economics as a science has continued to exist
even after Ruskin's “Unto this Last” and Carlyle's
denunciations, and that there is such a thing as the
-gtudy of economic values, however imperfect it may
be,but yet governing the economic behaviour of
men snd nations, he will render & great service mot
.only to this question, but to the wider and more
important question of India's economic reorganisation.
And judged in the light of econmomic sciencs, the
Mahaima's reasoning ocarries liftle conviction

because it s “based on essumptions that would
bear no examination,”

Now what are these agsumptions like? In the
firat place, as the source and foundation of all this
there Is the faith of Mahatma Gandhi in the possibility
-of an economic structure, based on handierafts, which
he believen, would “go & long way towards eradicat-
ing some of the worst evils of the present social
insecurity and polsoned relationships between the

~classes”, While this economio paradise is to ba very |

eagerly desired, the means proposed are merely & pro-

-duct of faith and fail to evoke any enthusiasm in any

-one suffering from the weakness of reasoning. If the
.achisvements of kbadi and the Village Industries
Assoclation are a sample of the effectiveness of the
remedy, itisnot a very encouraging sample. No
doubt the Mahatma believes that the charkha has
-come to stay, overlooking, however, the political pro-
paganda, the patriotic pride, the donations and
- oharities,' appeals from leaders, and at present the
direot and indirect assistance of governments that go
to keep it alive. It is rather like an individual that
needs .-an Injeotion everyday and a tonio thrice as
many times to keep him going and collapses and is
"bound to collapse the moment these props are with-
drawn, Now the proposal further is to reorganise
-our education so as to produoe an esgnomio structure

composed of similar economic invalids—the sh@rhﬁr

" cut towards econromic suicide for the nation, -
is expected to be gelf- {

Then if we can pass by a pumber of his

. minor assumptions, viz, that a child eould work
. for four hours a day at a vocation for 25 days
" in a month, that this labour will be able to earn’ at

the rate of two pice per hour on the whole, that com=

- petition will not exist, that there will be liitle waste
- in zaw materials and tools, that it -will be possible to
get in adequate numbers and at low price the services

of teachers who will not be hirelings but volun-
teers of the angelic order—agsumptions, all of which
are extremely doubtful—there will remain two other
major assumptions, The one is the belief that the State-
will absorb much of the produce, and the other that
the people are expected to buy the products of thd
nation’s children, It is all very convenient to say that.
the State should buy all these things and that

.it should guarantee employment to all those thak
 are trained in State schools of this kind; but it is
"a different matter to realise such a State on this sordid
‘earth., Even if it were possible, it is difficult to.

understand how a person who exhorts the Harijans to
preserve every little bone and every liltle peel of
orange in the name of economy can recommend the
frittering away of the few resources of this Harijan
country on experiments ‘that may end in bankrup}
schools and broken provinces, Again, it may all be

-very good to expeot people to go on buying things they

may not want at prices they esnnot pay in the name
of patriotism till eternity; and it is quite another
to keep them doing it. And if ever they fail o do if,
of course we ghall be told that the fault lies with cur
moral values, which we shall be told must undergo a
change. And while we carry on our experiments in
changing the moral values of men and women whose
morals are what they are, in spite of .the Vedas and
the Githa, Rama and Seetha, Christ and Confucius,
Buddha and Gandhi, the effiolency-men will continue
their pursuits in efficiency and may endeavour suc-
cessfully to change the iron of our yokes into un-
breakable steel. ' '

P. 8, NARAYANA PRASAD,

~ Review,

CO-OPERATION.

CO-OPERATION AND RURAL RECONSTUC-
TION IN INDIA. By M. KARAMULLAH KHAN:
{Taraporevala.) 1986. 23cm. 286p. Ra. 4,

THE author admits in the preface that the informa~
tion gathered in England had to bes supplemented by
personal experienceof rural econditions in India. He
also admits that the task would have been muoh
easier had the attempt been made on the spot in India
where first-hand and up-to-date information would
have been easily available. He wishes that hisstudy
should be followed up by a more complete and
thorough enquiry into the subject which might lead-
to a more acourate knowledge of rural conditions in
India.
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The figures all relate to 1925-27 ( the book
being written in England in 1928 ). One of the
evil customs the author refers to as prevailing among
the rural community is the dancing party on occasions
of marriages, It is doubtful how far tbe average
cultivator indulges in such a luxury. The small
holdings bill 0f 1927 in Bombay is said by the author
to have done much good, but it has not been passed
intoan Act. Ceremonies and unproductive purposes
are moentionied as the cause of debf, while this theory
has been exploded and it is agreed that these form =a
negligible cause of debt. The author refers to the
figures of co-operative societies in India and con-
cludes that they have promoted the habit of thrift and
have brought about an - improvement in the economic
condition of members. No responsible co-operator has
olaimed for: co-oparation more than that it has
exerted an inflnence in bringing down the rural
rate of interest. .Again herefers to the existence of
87 Taluq Development Associations in Madras and
the Khed Taluq Association in the Madras Presidency.
Madras hags no such associations and the Khed Talug
ia in the Bombay Presidency, He refers to the
Provincial Co-operative Unions in India as having
been modelled on the A. O. 8. While the former have
mainly educative functions and in a few cases
supervisory' functions too, they have mnot the
powers of the A.O, 8. of organising and auditing
societies, He refers to the Trading Unions in the
Madras Presidency which were formed in 1918, as
having developed well, while most of them have been
liquidated long ago. He gives the figures of the
experditure of the Government of India on the nation-
building departments from 1921-26, thinking that
guch expenditura is ineurred in the budget of the
QGovernment of India, The author should understand
that til.zese departments are under Provincial Govern-
ments.

The book is divided into three parta: Rural
India, Co-operative Movement, and Reconstruction
Policy. In the pari dealing with Reconstruction
Policy he recommends the establishment of
an information bureau, Research Institutes, and
proposes land colonigation, co-ordination of voluntary
agencies and the department, and education and

propaganda as remedies for want of village leader~
ship, The author describes a scheme of co-perative
village organisations at the bottom which will
relieve the Government of its duties of local
administration, Co-operative Distriot Councils, and a
National Council of Social Service at the top. What.
the Government saves in the village administration,
it can distribute to these new bodies; he also re-
commends special cesses to be levied for welfare
work, _

It is hoped that when a revised edition of the book
is brought out, the assessment of the results of co-
operation will be supported by facts, the information
will be accurate and up-to-date, and the scheme of
reconstruction will be more complete with full details.
of its working.

K, G, SIVASWAMY,

SHORT NOTICE.

GREAT EARTHQUAKES. B;y CHARLES DAVI-
SON, (Thomas Murby.) 1936. 22cm. 286p. 17/6,

MR, CHARLES DAVISON who is known as an authoe’
rity on seismology gives in this volume & compre.
hengive description of some of the greatest earth.’
quakes of the last two centuries. Though ths author
has not given any basis for his selection, he has
chosen some eighteen earthquakes for a detailed
description., It is ‘surprising that the Bihar earth-
quake of 1934 and the Quetta earthquake of 1935
have been excluded by the author from this volume.
Both of these have been known for their magnitude
and destructive power and certainly rank along with
those chosen by the author., In case of each earth-
quake, the author describes the position of the epi-
centres, the intensity,the nature of shocks and after-
shocks, the effects on the earth's crust, springs, rivers,
and the loss of life and property. All these knotty
problems have been presented by the author with the
agsistance of many diagrams, maps and illustrations
in simple and non-technical language. This autho-
ritative account will undoubtedly be of great uss to
the students of geography and geology. '
: M. R. DHEEKNEY.
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blended and milled by a special process with
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