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Topirs of the AWeek,

Cancellation of Restrictive Orders.

TEE Bombay Government has at 1ast removed the
restrictions on Jabour leaders and labour organisations
§mpoged under the Emergenoy Powers Act and restored
these persons and bodies to oivil liberty. This fact
itself proves how false was the charge that was levell-
od by Congresamen against those, whether Congressmen

or non-Congressmen, who were urging the Government |

to take this step, that their criticism was unhelpful
or embarrassing. A oriticism that Is reasonable
is helpful or unhelpful ag the Government chooses to
look upon, If the QGovernmentis wise, it will take ad-
vantage of the pressure of publio opinion that is
expressed to expedite the action that it itself thinks
neceggary but cannot for one reason or another take
prompily. In this particular case we have no doubt
that the Kher Ministry will appreciate the assistance
guch friendly oriticism as we ourselves and othera
have ventured to make, gave it in enabling the
Ministry fully to earry out its pledges to the
electorate, whatever its overzealous friends may say

to the contrary. Anyhow the Government’s action |

has fully vindicated our own oriticism addreesed

in all good faith, and we oongratulate the Ministry |

upon what it has done.

[ ) *
Textile Wages Inquiry,

THE Bombay Government has appointed a Com-
mittee to inquire into the wages of labourers in textile
mills in the Bombay Presidency. The inquiry has
oome none {oo soon, and indeed with the boom period
ahead, the matter is 50 urgent that the Government
has directed the Committee to render an interim
xeport on the probability of an immediate wage in-

- action,

crease. The appointment of Mr, D, R. Gadgil to the
Committes ensures that the inquiry will be thorocugh,
comprehensive and. on sciontific lines. His compe-
tence in economic matters, independence of judgment
and radical approach to social problems constitute a
guarantee that the labour point of view will receive
due attention. Two other members of the Committee,
Messrs. Vaikunth Mehta” and Brelvi, have genuine
sympathy for labour and can be trusted to do justios
to its cause. One only hopes that they will not have
their ears too close to the ground to find out what.
kind of recommendations will be regarded by the
Congresa Party as embarrassing to itself. There are
instances of non-official Congress reports which have
become a source of difficulty and perplexity to the
authorities, The members of the present Committes
must not sllow tnemselves to be influenced by such
cosiderations. We make no complaint that neither the
employees nor the employers find a place on the Com-
mittee. But that among the assessors in behalf of

labour there is no one who has first-hand knowlsdge

of conditions in Bombay is a defect which is likely

- to impair the Committee’'s wusefulness to no small

extent, It is a very encouraging sign that Bombay
labour has closed its ranks and decided to tender joint
evidence before the Committee. We hope that the
Committees't findings will be satisfactory and will
be followed up by speedy and vigorous governmental

* * *

Seif-Supporting Education.

WRITING on the Abbott-Wood Report on Educa~
tion, Dr. A. B. Dhruva agrees wholeheartedly with
the amplified interpretation put by Mr. Wood upon
“literacy”. He says: “That reading, writing and
arithmetio should not be taught in an abstract or
mechanical way, but should be made concrete and
vigible is & precept which has been known and practi-
ged in modern India for the last fifty years.” Dr.
Dhrava thus supports the proposed- introduction of
suitable handicrafta in primary education with a view

- to creating an active interest in children in practical’
' matters and training their faoulties, but he also
" deemns it nocessary to enter a caveat. He says ;

Mahatmaji wants to make primary eduoation * self-
supporting® snd he would, therefore, engage children in
such small industries as spinning, eto. and make them
litsrate theough the agenoy of these industries. I would
gladly weloome the introduotion of moh interesting crafts
a8 apinning in raral and even urban achools, provided the
eduoational stand-point is not subordinated to that of the
financial, that ia, the State making a littls money ount of
the industry to support the school. The question before the

. eduoationalist should be merely: “Does this oraft, or
rather aotivity, ictsrest these children, no matter whether
it paya or not?" Ifit pays, well and good ; if it does not,
that ia no reason for disoarding it, provided it is found
eduoationally suitable, In other words the stability of the
school and the achool-master ahould in no caze be made to
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depend upon the return wﬁioh a particular school bringli
in rupees, annas and pies.
* = »
Bihar’s Indebtedness Billl. -y

. 3
’

~ THE following, news itexn has been ‘publishied :

It is understond that'the draft of thd agricultural incomd.
tax and rural iddeBtedbess billd will be shortly discussed by

the Council of Ministexs, when find]l touches will be! given,
Both the bills will be introduced in the next session of the
Bihar Assembly which will probably be held in November.
. I is ynderstaod that the main object of the rural indebted-
ness bill js to oheck the exorbitant rates of interest
charged by money-lenders. The draft bill, it is said,
-proposes to fix the maximum limit of interest at about 12
pér cent., The bill will alse provide for the licensing of
mqney-lenders who will have to submit annual acoounts to

‘their debtors. 'The time limit for launching oivil suits |-

for the recovery of loans and interest will be three years,

If the debt hill of Bihar does nothing more than o put

a maximum limit on interest rates—and that at 12 per
cent.—it will be a poor bill. We have no desire to
indulge in criticism of the Ministry on the strength
of .press reports, which are often unfounded, but we
wish {0 give a timely warning that uniess the
Ministry made up its mind to tackle the problem of
rural indebtedness in a bold and comprehensive
manner, it will engender grave discontent. Even the
pre-reform bureaucratic Governments have taken far
more radical action than the post-war Congress
Government seems willing to take, if reporf speaks
true,
* * *

Sauce for the Goose, &c.

THE Revenue Minister of Madras, Mr, T. Praka-
sam, a8 every other Revenue Minister, i being urged
in addresses and representations to grant remissions
of land revenue, [n z memorandum presented to Mr.
Prakasam at Anicat in Tinnevelly Digtrict, a deputa~
tion of peasants that waited on him asked that “the
existing assessments should be revised in reference to
acommon denominator, i. e., the price-level of any
one year, and that the assessments thus revised should
prima facie form the basis of the standard assess-
ment.” Similarly, a peasants’ march was organised,
like the march of the peasants in Ahmednagar district
in the Bombay Presidency, to put up 8 demand for a
general remission of land revenue to be granted on a
graded gcala, ’

* L *

MR. PRAXKASAM apparently felt very much worried
by such representations constantly raining upon him
wherever he went, although since the election mani-
festo had made definite promises to the peasants there
was no cause for him to be surprised at this. In his
answer Mr Prakasam asked the marchers and the
deputationists to consider what would happen to the
Rovenue Minister and to the Government if such
remissions were granted, They must not suppose, he
gaid, that because their Ministers were in office, they
were entitled to ask for remissions all round,
which would land the Government in bankruptey.

* * *

THIS is a convincing answer. 'We would suggest
only one little emendation. He might have said, they
muet refrain from asking for remissions ail round
because their Ministers were in power. -Such a
demand would have been quite proper under the old
bureaucratio regime, and even under the new regime
where 8 non-Congress Ministry was in office. There
could be nothing wrong in involving the bureaucracy
or a non-Congress Ministry in bankruptcy. But
Congressmen must stay their hands in Congress pro-

vinees, Election pledges? They -were obviously {

Utopian promises, which could be fulfilled only if
| Gove}'nment were to be regarded as a Santa Claus
handing out largesses to all and sundry froman
inexhaustible reservoir of cagh. The promiges were
fo be literally construed in provinoes in which non-
Goqgrass parties , obtained - 8 majority in the election.
But so far as the Congress: was, conocerned, the mass
appeal to Utopia' was /intended only to capitalise the
votes of those who were ground down by poverty, and
did not the high-powered publicity technique, added to
the bright promises that India would be a land of
milk and honey, do its trick ¢ The Congress party
had been able to take command- fn seven provinces,
but having done so, the Congress Ministers must not.
be asked to implement these promises, whichk were
on_ly_ meant to get a standard for non-Congress
Ministers.
. * % *

! MR. PRAKASAM, like the Revenue and Finance
Ministers in every other Congress province, asks
.Congregsmen to discard their old irresponsible ways
and {o develop a sense of responsibility, Congress-
men will no doubt do so, but they find the change a
little too sudder, In the meantime there is no call
upon Congressmen in non-Congress provinces to bear
in mind that even non-Congress Ministries have to
operate' under the limitations of the budget and the
provinoial credif. At any rate they. do not show
themselves to be overweighted with a sense of
responsibility.

» * *

_IN Assam, which is a non-Congress province, Mr.
Siddhinath S8armah, General Secretary of the Assam
Provineial Congress Committee, moved on behalf of
the Congress party, a resolution .in the lagt budget
pession recommending a uniform reduction by 50 per
cent, of the land revenue assessment from the year
1937-38. Tothis resolution an amendment was sub-.
sequently moved, asking for 33 per cent, reduction
instead of 50 per cent. The Revenue Member in
charge was not agreeable either to the original
resojution or to the amendment. He offered to effect
s flat rate reduction by 25 per cent. and to appoint a
Committes to inquire into the feasibility of reduction
on a graduafed .scale in mnecessitous cases up to 50
per cent.

* * *

~ THE Congress spurned this offer, and the Agsembly

adopted the amendment as a resolution recommend-
ing reduction of 33 percent. land revenume, The
Assam Government apparently do not intend to give
effect to this resolution, for they have appointed a
Revenue Enquiry Committee, which is asked to make
recommendations as fo which classes of people should
get the benefit of reduction by 33 per cent, and which
classes by a lesser percentage. Mr. Siddhinath
Sarmah was appointed to this Committee, but he has
declined to serve on it on the ground that Govern~
ment were going back or the Assembly decision.

* * *

THAT the Assam' Government offered to reduce
the assessment by a flat rate of 25 per cent. and to
consider how far up to 50 per cent. they couid go in
hard cases appears to the Congress party in Assam a
clear proof of “Government's indifferonce to one of
the most vital problems of the masses”, But if Con-
gress Governments have not done even as much, it is
to be taken not as a sign of their indifference to the
lot of the peasants but as a sign of their new-born

' gemse of responsibility, Of course, circumstances alter
 pases ; and what is sauce for thegoose isnol sauce for
the gander.

» * *»
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Public Demands in Mysore.

PRESIDING over the thirteenth session of the
Mysore State Lawyers’ Conferenoce at Nanjasgur,
Mr. T. G. Narayan Iyengar voiced the Mysore
subjects’ demand for a greater share of responsibility
in the affairs of the State.

The two principal legistative bodies of the State, (he

said) the Representative Assembly and the Legislative
Couneil, which were placed on s statutory basis in the year
1923 do not possass any real power, The former continues
to be & consultative body with its decisions not binding on
the Government and the Iattsr, which has some powsrs of
legislation, has no elected majority to influence the deci-
sionn of the Government. Demands have been frequently
made to enlarge the scope and character of the legislatures
so as to vest them with substantial powers, but the
Government do not appear t¢ have given them any sericus
consideration so far. :

* * »

FIVE days after this demand was voiced from the
platform of the soberest possible assembly, the Dewan
of Mysore, 8ir Mirza Ismail, addressed the Mysore
Representative Assembly’s Dasara session and re-
foerred to it indirectly. Such demands, he believed,
were influienced by * the political changes on the
other side of the border,” meaning thereby the assump-
tion of offices in seven provinces by the Congress. Bir
Mirza's response to the public demand will .cause
disappointment even among the most moderate
quarters in the State. In terms which are vaguer
than Vicersgal announcements, he said : ‘

It has ever besn the desire of Hia Highness to widen,
according to the favourable developments of sircumstance,
the opportunities afforded to his subjeota of sharingin the
respensible tasks of government. I have been commanded
to assure yon that His Highness has been waiching with
keen appreoiation the growth of publio wpirit and patriotio
seal among his subjects, and that their aspirations for
larger opportunities to gerve the State will mest with due
rosponse at the proper moment. How soon that moment
‘will arrive must naturally depend on how well opportuni-
ties now existing are made use of.

+* - L] - *

.THE recent prohibitory orders on Congresa and
Booialist workers in the State were also referred to by
My, Iyengar in the Lawyers' Conference, Mr. Iyengar
expressed surprise that “an innocent activity like that
of enlisting membership tothe Congress excites the
police and the magistracy and notices are served nof
to hold any meetings or make any speech”. In the
speech to the Mysore Assembly, Sir Mirga justified
thess orders on the ground that non-Mysoreans had
no business to interfere with the internal affairs of
the State. “Render unto Mysore the things that are
Mysore's” was, he said, the ‘Government’s motto and
it “ecannot concede to any- body of persons who are
not subjects of His Highness the Maharaja, the right
to interpose in matters that lie strictly between the
people and the Government of Mysocre. He appealed
to the Congress to “remain a friendly neutral” so far
as the internal politics of the States are concerned, in

which case he promised, when the time comes, to give |

it “willing and useful eo-operation in the States for
the supreme work of raising the strength and the
stature of India.” The price for toleration was neu-
trality and a denial of the right of every Indian to

help a fellow-oitizon placed by historical misadven- |

ture within the bounds of a State to raise his stature!
* : . -

SIR Mirsa would have British Indians urge all |

they oould for the remission of Mysore’s contribution
to the British Government, Bug they must keep their
hands off the people of the Mysore State! His idea of
noutrality is like the bureaucracy’s idea about the
duty of students to abstain from politics. Studenta

could sing hosannas tothe British Government for

1 the benefita of British rule; but they must not indulge

in any eriticiem,
* * -

Malaya Repercussions to Prohibition.

The Indian, a paper produced in Kuala Lumpur.
Malays, in the interest of the Indian immigrants
obsorves that the prohibition policy of the Madras
Government will not fail to affect the Indian popula-
tion in Malaya, which is mainly drawn from that
presidency. The prohibition of toddy over ali the
presidency is expected to be a fact within three years
if C. R. has his way, and he is not a person who
fa likely to give up a project on which he has set
his heart. The Indian observes that when the whole
of South India goes dry it will deprive the Malayan
Government, of their excuse to permit toddy shops in

| that country, The Malayan Government is used to

argue that the Indian immigrant, who is accustomed
to toddy in India, would find it hard to go without it
in Malaya and preventicn of toddy might lead to his
falling a prey to worse evils,

* » »

The Indian observes in this connection :

‘When prohibition becomes absolute in South India a
new generation of complete teetotallers will be coming to
Malaya only to sucoumb to the temptation of estate toddy
shops. When they return to India on short holidays, they

~ will collide with the law of prohibition by baving recourss

" to illicit liquor. The toddy shop problem in Malaya thus
reaches a new phase, Political India is moving at such &
rapid pace sinoe recent timen thatit may not be long before
the Central Government fslls into the hands of popular
Ministers, Malaya is thus faced with a great problem and
the sooner aotion is taken here the better for all concerned.
‘We do not question the local Government’s dincerity when
it says that its opposition to the abolition of toddy shops is
due to the potential menaos of “samsu,” There can be only
two explanations for this attitude ; either that the Govern«
ment is too weak to suppress & crime or that its interest
in the welfare of tha Indian labourer is not aq great as to
adopt apecial measures against the * samsu™ evil.

»* - . -

A Valid Objection.

WE are.not in sympathy with much that the "
Hindwu Outiook of New Delhi propagates, but its criti-
cism of the .popular represeniatives in the Central
Agsembly for overlooking the dangercus implications
of Sir Mahamud Yakub's bill to secure for the Muslim
community the estates of a Muslim dying intestate,
seems to ug to be forceful and valid on grounds of
national polioy. 8ir Mahamud’s legislation is, the
Paper says

no# only a serions departure from the law now in vogue
but is opposed to the primciple recognised in all civilised
jurisprudence. Underlying the Bill, there is a principle,
which is most vicious and anti-national; it amountzto a
denial of the sovereign right of ‘the Indian pation with
regard to the estate of one of its nationals dying intestate
and heirless. To recognise this right in the case of a.
Mahommadan would mean recognising it in the case of
the Hindu as well. Onoce this prinoiple is recognised, there
is no knowing how far its application will go, as can ba
no resisting she olaims of different seots for its application.

* - »

Late and Insufficient.

THE Government of India's report on “ India in
1934-35" was published last week, The delay in this
annual publication is almost a record and we wonder
what purpose 'is served by such belated reports orin
what way the British Parliament, for whose informa~
tion the report has to be published as a atafutary
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.obligation, is benefitted thereby. Even as an acourate

record of events in India, the .report is incomplete
and full of half-truths and facts misleadingly pre-
sented. Had such a document been produced by any
‘business firm, it would have long gone into liquida-
tion. The sgharp criticism with which the passages
describing - the manner in which Government dealt
with the Indian situation” were riddled in the past
geerns to have resulted in contracting this report
to a slender volume of less than hundred and fifty
pages. This feat of compression has, however, not
auocceeded in curing the report of its usual defects,
particularly in its references to the political events in
the country. Thus the report refers to the passage
in the Central Assembly of Mr. Jinnah's amendment
in conneotion with the communal award to the
Government resolution on the Joint Select Com-
mittee's Report by a majority of 68 against 15
votes, but very cleverly omits to note that the
Congress Party in the Assembly, which com-

manded 44 votes, remained neutral on it.
* * *

REFERRING to the reactions in the press and the
public to the passing of the Government of India Act,
1935, the report observes that “ there appeared to be
jncreasing recognition that in the existing 'condition
of Indis the Act represented a sound solution of the
problem of reconciling legitimate political demands
with the need for providing & workable system of
government.” This is a sample of the accuracy
and faithfulness foliowed in the report in depicting
nationalist political opinions, This part of the report
forms, as a matter of fact, its most Important section
and propagandist haif-truths do little to make ‘it
either a useful guide to or a dependable reference book
on Indian affairs. :

» * L)

Mr. Satyamurti on Federation.

REVIEWING the work of the Congress Party in the
Central Assembly in a speech at Madras last week
Mr, Satyamurti made some definite suggestions in
connection with the coming federation. Federation
should start, he says, with the eleven provinces only
after modifying the federal structure and its functions
according to Indian opinion. The system of indirect
election to the Central Assembly, separate eleciorates
and dyarchy should go. The Indian States should be
allowed to come into the federation, Mr. Satyamurti
suggests, only if they agree to have their represen-
tatives to the Central legislatures -elected; grant
fundamental rights to the States’ people and make
the federal court accessible to the people of the States
in certain defined cases against the States’ enroach-
ments on their rights.

* * *

IT.is unfortunate that Mr, Satyamurti, who holds
an influential position in the parliamentary wing of
the Congress, should not have tried to persuade .the
Congress Ministries to put forward these views in
specific resolutions. The suggestions made by him
might well have been the foundation for the Congress
Cabinets in the seven provinces to formulate resolu-
tions in their legislatures. A demand by the provin-
cial legislatures on the lines suggested by him would
certainly have carried more weight than .stray
speeches of Congresa leaders in public meetings, Mr.
Satyamurti enjoined the provincial Governments and
particularly the Congress Governments to start and
keep up & strong and persistent agitation for ensuring
that they be fully consulted in the matter of the
inauguration of the federation. How much better
would it have been if such an agitation had been the
first conoern of the Congress provincial Governments
which have sadly sidetracked this important problem
and seem to have given the impression that their grim

determination to fight the federation to the bitter end
has undergone a change in their preoccupation
with administrative issues of lesser import !

» » *

Federation,

THE fourth pession of the all-India Muslim
Leaguo held in Lucknow passed the following
regolution :

The all-India Muslim League reoords its emphatio
disapproval of the scheme of all-India federation am
embodied in the Government of India Aot of 1935, and in
apposed to its introduction, and urges upon she British
Government 1o refrain from its enforcement as it con-
siders the scheme to ba detrimental to the interasts of
the people of India generally and to those of Muslims in
partioular,

Articles,

THE COMPLETE COMMUNALIST.

REAT hopes were entertained from the Muslim
League's session, which met under favourable
asuspices after a long period of disunity

among the Muslim ranks. But even to the
most cynical student of public affairs the address
of Mr. Jinnah at its session in Lucknow on the
16th instant will give a shock. There the onetime
nationalist Jinnah whose memory is honoured by the
Bombay citizens in the Jinnah Hall, —the Jinnah of
robust patriotism and stern independence, emerged
as a rank communalist whose politics are  shorn
of the saving grace of concern for the larger interests
of ‘India a8 ‘a mnation. Mr. Jinnah's speech at the
League is a epeech of a man in anger, but it reveals
the sceds of a policy which may prove theruin of
nationalism, One can understand Mr. Jinnah's reac-
tions to the persistent efforts of the Congress to break
hig influence over the Muslim masses, but one cannot
understand his throwing overboard Muslim nationa-
lism as a consequence of it. He attacks the Congress,
he attacks those muslims ‘who have joined it, ho
attacks the provincial Governments-for eountenanec-
ing the formation of Ministries with the help of
Congress Muslims. As the Pioneer puts it, it is sad
that Mr. Jinnah had no more significent message to-
give his followers than the outworn doctrine of
Muslims .against the world.

Mr..Jinnah charges the Congress with trying to
win Muslim .support with offers of seats in the
Government., But the gravamen of his charge is nok
that such a “ bribe " was offered but that the Congresa
jnsisted on its new Muslim adherenis signing its
pledge and obeying its mandates. We are unable to
understand why this condition should so enrage Mr.
Jinneh. It is one .of the necessary fundamentals if
the right type of party traditions are to be created in
this country. Wa could have understood if he had
challanged those Muslims who had joined the congress
after contesting the elections on the League ticket to
resign - and seok the mandate of the electorate in
approval of their new allegiance. But Mr. Jinnah
apparently s quite willing to allow the Con-~
gress to form _governments provided it does nok
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lnwolve his followers in any -poht.loal commitment& !

No party commanding a wholesome majority In the
legislatures would be so bankrupt of political fore-
pight as to walk into Mr Jinnah's parlour. But Mr.
Jinnah is not satisfied with blaming the Congress
alone ; he turns his wrath on the Governors -of the
provinces for their “breach’ of promises” "He }
remarked :

' It has boen clearly demonstrated that the Governors and
the Goveruor-General, who thave beon given the powers
and speoial responsibility to safeguard and- proteot the
minoritles under the sonstitution whioh was made sp much
of by Lord Zetland, the Secretary of State for India, during
the ocontroversy of the assurances demanded by the Con-
gress party, have failed to use them and have thereby been
a party to tbe flagrant breach of the spirit of the consti-
tution and the instrument of instructions in the matter of
appointment of Mualim Ministers, On the contraty they
have been a party to passing off men as Muslim Ministera
by appointiog them as such, although they know full well
that they do not command the confidenve of the Muslim
representatives or the publio outside. I, in a matter like
this, the Governors bave shown their utter helplessness
and disregard for their pacred obligations whioch were
sssumed by the British Government for the proteciion of
minorities, could they or would they be able to afford
protection in a hundred and one other matters whioh may
not vome up to the purface or known in the day-to-day
working of the Legislature

»  maocbinery ?

It seems to us that Mr, Jinnah bhas preferred to
ignors the obvious interpretation of the instruotions
given to Governors for the protection of minorities,
Had the Governors refused to recognise the claime
of a Muslim: member of & mnon-communal party
in the legislaturs to safeguard the interests of a
community, on the ground that he did not belong
to a communal party, they would have been, in our
opinion, guilty of the most flagrant violation of
their primary duty towards the ocountry and -the
sovereign, which is to seek astable Ministry to carry
on the King's government in the provinces., ' What
Mr. Jinnah seaks to establish as the right of mino-
rities is a vicious principle whereby every community
will ‘have to form itself into a small watertight
communal party, If this happened, there would be an
end to representative Government in the country, So
complete is Mr. Jinnah's surrender to communalism
thet he asks for the sacrifice of the principle of eollec-
tive responsibility to satisfy his communal prejudioes.
Inoidentally Mr. Jinnah has forgotton that the Punjab
Government contains men helonging to communities

whose communa] organisations in the province refuse )

to recognise them as their leaders,. Would Mr. Jinnah
recognise the right of the Hindus in the Punjab Legis-
lative Assembly who follow Raja Narendra Nath, to
question the representative character of the Hindu
Ministers in the Punjab Cabinet?

The Congress plan of mass contact has evidently
frightened the communalists, Mr, Jinnah inveighs
againost it in bitter terma.

Toe All-Indis Muslim Leagus eartamly and definitely
stands 40 safeguard the righta and interests of the Musaal-
ma :8 and other minorities effectively. That ia its basic
and oardinal prinoiple. The Congress attempt under the
guize of establishing mass contact with the Mussalmans i3
calculated to divide and weaken and bresk she Mussal-
mans and is an effort to detach them from their scoredited

and  the adminiatrativo‘ .

[

Py

"lenden.ﬂ It is & dangerous move and it cannot 'mislead
any one. -All such: manceuvres will not succeed notwith<

. standing -the varlous  blandishments, catchwords 'and
slogans. ‘The only honest and straightforward ccurss is
4o give the minorities a fair deal. : All the talk of hunger
and poverty is intended to lead the people towards sociae
listio and communistic ideas for whleh India ia fal from
Pprepared,.

! It is difficult to understand wherein nationalist polltl-

" oal parties in India have failed to “give the minorities

a fair deal”. To claim seats for the minorities on the
sole strength of communal qualifications cuts at the

-very root of nationalism, and if the process started by

Mr: Jinnsh is an indication of the trend of minority
politics in India the politics of the future will
be tragic in the extreme.

The Congress which is the target of My, Jinnah®
attacks seems to be in an unenviable position, Like a:
person in the no man's land, it is being subjected tos

.crogsfires from both sides. A day or two before thei
'League session in Lucknow, Bhai Parmanand referred

to the *“pro-Muslim™ poliey of the Congress in bltter-
terms at the Sind Hindu Conference.

: The Congress ( he said ) does not recognise any necessity:
for doing something for the good of the Hindus. The
Congress aims at killing all sense of self-respect among
the Hindus; they have consistently sacrificed Hindw

- intereats at the altar of the Muslim oommurnal demands,
The pity of it ia they do not see the seriousness of ihau".
mistake,

There must be somethmg twisted w1th the communal,
outlock if two opposite and contradictory points of,,

.view see an ally of the other in the same party.

"The Pivneer, a paper, which is, if anything,:
friendly to the Muslim interests, is provoked into a..
strong protest against Mr. Jinnah's dangerous lead to;

.the country. The paper is not noted for its friequhip,

with the Congress ; it welcomed the L.eague sessiom,
as “a landmark in the history of the community, &-

‘triumph for Mr, Jinnah", but it asks :

‘When the agitation against the eommunal award was.
at its peak, the Congress refused either to acoept or to:
‘rejectit. Was this an exclusively Hindu policy ? ' When'
the Congress Nationalists protested and threatened necesa=d
fon, the Congress was unyielding and fought them even |
at subsequent elections, Waa this, too, & Machiavellian
plot to split the Muslim community ? If Mr, Jinnah kuew
all -along that Congress leaders were playing a doubla
game, why did he not show them up in their true coloursd
at the time, instend of attempting in' 1935 to negotiate an
communal asettlement with Baba Rajendra: Prasad ? He-
has, in fact, allowed his presens prejudice to colour his-
reading of past history. Nothing oan be mors dangerouns.’
‘We donot suggest that all Muslims should go Congresms
forthwith. ' But why dab those who are. mo inclined ass

traitora to ths Muslim oause ?

Tt seems to us, as the above of guotation shows,,.
that far from being anti-Muslim the recent develop-~,
ments in Congress policy show an excessively tendor:
consideration towards the Muslim community.

To Mr, Jinnah's attacks on those Muslims who
joined the Congress the same papar replies by remind-
ing him of some rather inconvenient facts. Both Mr..
Huq and Sir Sikandar Hayat Khan fought and won:’
elections in Bengal and the Punjab against the Mus-'
lim League candidates, and their followers to-day
include non-Muslims also. The Prionesreays:

Bir Sikandar Hayat Khan bas sanounced his acosptance
. of the leadership of the Leagueon behalf of the Muslim
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! .members ofthe Unjonist Party. The Unioniat Party defen-
ted the Muslim League Party in the Punjab at the last eleo-
tione. It inoludes a pumber of Hindus, -Does nat the aoces-
sion of Muslim Unionists to the Muaslim League mean the

direct flouting of the mandats of the Muslim ®leatorate |

-. imthe Punjab in the first instance, and the betrayal of
+ thelr Hindu colleagues? Is not Mr., Jinnah leading his
community back tothe barren fields ofisolation® They may
.he- attraotive at the moment. But is the path which he has

- ohosen the path to a united India?

TENANTS IN BIHAR.

E have already given to the Congress Ministry
in Bihar its meed of praise for promptly re-
medying some of the most urgent grievances

of the peasantry by introducing a Bill to amend the

provineial Tenancy Act. The Bill was confessedly

av

anything bui comprehensive, and instead of waiting.

for years to carry a . radical measure to the statute.

hook, we thought it was good policy on the part of.
the Ministry to set about giving immediate. relief to |

the raiyats in certain directions and eliminating the
most glaring abuses in the relations between landlord

and tenant,

‘While we still remain of the same -opinion, we
cannot understand why any suggestion on the part of

the raiyats to go a little further should be dubbed by -

Congress journals as unhelpful and destructive eriti-

cism and criticism that would only embarrass and’

discredit the Ministry. The Bihar Provincial Kisan
8ibha met recently and passed a resolution which,
while reminding the Congressof the spacious promises
it made to the raiyats in its election manifesto, point-
ed out that the Ministry could have immediately
taken action on certain matters, Among such the
Kisan Sabha mentions stoppage of salami or the

fee which a landlord exasts when a raiyst sells his

holding and abolition of the certificate power granted
t0 the landlords which enables them without recourse
to a civil court to recover any rent that is in arrear
by auotioning the raiyat’s land.

We cannof for the life of us understand why
these suggestions should be regarded by Congress
journals as of an irresponsible and revolutionary na-
ture and the Kisan Sabha which made them as a body
bent only on ¢verawing and intimidating the Con-
gress Ministry. As a matter of fact these guggestions

are of a modest character, and the Ministry should,
if it is not going to rest on its oars but wishes to

make any forward move, thank the Kisun Sabha for

placing behind its back the support of public opinion
which it would badly need in its future programme
of amelioration of the tenantry.

Are the suggestions unreasonable? The B_ihar
correspondent of the Hindusfan Times thinks so. Of
the abolition of the certificate procedure he says:

After all a Government who has to depend upon the
irevenue from the zamindars and who realises this under
‘the * sun-sst rule” whioh perhaps does not exist in any *
‘part of the world and in any provinoe ezoept Bengal and
Bibar, cannot deprive the zamindare of their right to

realise rent from the ryota mo lopg us they themselves dei
not forego their own revenus, This would be the pasitiom
of any Goveroment epgaged in administering the affairs

of State in which more than one party is interested, The'
provisions of the proposed Bill have raizsed a storm of
protest amoog thse zamindars, which is due to kesn reseut-.
ment at the drastio nature of the changes suggested in the.
Bill. To go beyond these provisions is as well as to proposg

a one-clause Bill aholishing the samindari system.

The Ministry itself never made any pretensions that

-its Tenancy Bill partook of a radical character to any

extent, but its provisions become suddenly “drastic"
because the kisans urge the Ministry to do something
more, If the Bill ropresents the farthest limit to which
the Ministry can ever go and if the next step after
this can only be abolition of the zamindari system, to

-which the Ministry i3 opposed, what could the Minis-

try mean when it said that the Bill was only an
interim measure to be followed by another which
would provide for a complete veform of the tenancy

lsystem ?

The Seawéhla'ght af any rate does not take such a
panicky view of the two suggestions of the Kisan
Sabha mentioned above. “We sympathise with these
two demands,” it says. Nevertheless, it too would
very much wish that the demands were not put for-
ward, Why, we should like to know., Why should
not the kisans say that the Ministry might as well
have included provisions relating to these mafters in
the Bill? Why should the Searchlight coolly assuma

that nothing more thar what the Ministry has actus

ally done was pogsible ? In defence of the Ministry,
our contemporary says: " If they (the Ministry Ji
have not dong anything spectacular, it was because
nothing of a radical character could be done within:
the framework of the Act,” If is an easy way with-
the Provincial Governments in India to blame all.

‘their failures on the defects of the Aet. The Ministry:

might not be able to dd anything spectacular, but
that is no answer to the Kisan Sabha ,which pleads
that the Ministry might have undertaken two more:
small reforms, which . the Searchlight admits are de«
girable, '

These reforms are certainly practicable within
the limits set by the Reforms Act, as is proved by the:

-fact that the Bengal Legislative Assembly has already

‘passed a Bill on the subject. It is futile to argue that
'what & non-Congress Ministry could do in Bengal

| for the raiyats -in spite' of the far more powerful

opposition of the zamindars and thl Europeans ( for
the latter joined hands em bloc with khe zamindars in-
their opposition } the Congress Ministry could not do-
in Bihar. In Bengal the Congress party played a
very dubious role in relation to the amendment of
the Bongal Tenancy Act. In the light of what Con-
gress Journals are saying about two modest demands of -
the kisans in Bihar, the criticism which the Prime-
Minister of Bengal, Mr, Fazlul Hug, levelled against
the Congress as a whole seems fully justified He
said! “I will ask Mr. Saret Chandra Bose ( the
Leader of the Congress party ) to compare what we
‘have done with what has heen achieved in the Con-
gress provinosa. They have -not been able to achieve
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suything like this;. and if I ean be a prophet for ence
4hey will not be able to achieve anything. If in
«ourse of time you can show that the Congress Mini-
atries in Bihar, the United Provinces aand Orissa
bhave done more for raiyats than we have been able to
«Jo, then indeed we shall stand self-condemned,” -

. .

We hope and believe that Bihar will do as much
-and more, but in the matter of tenancy reform the
pon-Congress Ministry in Bengal has carrled into
effect certain improvements which the Congress Minis
.atry in Bihar has failed to do at the present moment.
.And the Congress Ministry will fail till it gives up
-the epirit of sell-satisfaction at what it has done and
_p sense of resentment. at suggestions from the publie
a8 to what it has yet to do that the Congress journale
.are ashowing,. Woe think that the Congress journals
are doing s disservies to the Congress and to the
cause of progress Ly treating everyone wha makes
oven friendly eriticism of the Ministry as an enemy
who must be scotched and by making every queftion
4hat comes up a question on which the Ministry's
izzat is staked, They should themselves listen to any
adverse eriticism with an open mind and at least with
patience and ingist that the Ministry doss hkewise
Otherwme all progress will be blocked.

There is another point to which the Kisan Sabha's
resolution draws attention, vix,-the inclusion in the
Bihar Ministry's Chota Nagpur Tenancy Bill of* &
fresh clause about salami” Clause 3 (5) allows the
landiord the same. transfer fee as is provided by
geotion 11 of the 1908 Act in the ease of tenure-
holders.” This wounld be a definite set-back, Tn 1920 it
was found that in some areas “even in ocases of
succession the landlord frequently siezed the oppor
tunity to exact an illegal and heavy salami,” aa theé
Revenue Member said at the time. The Act pageed in
1920 put an end tg this, But it did not stop there; it
provided that no salami would be payable wheit
raiyati holdings wwould be transferred, whether by
succession, or inheritance or sale, For it should be
somembered that the amending Act of that year made
4t possible under certain conditions for the occupancy
tight to ba transferred by sale, and, while providing
for registration of transfers “ by succession, inheri~
tance or sale ”, laid down in section 23 A (2) that the
Jandlord “ shall not be entitled to levy any registras
tion fee.” The Ministry's present Bill relaxes still
further the limitations imposed upon sales of ocou®
panoy holdings, but at the same time provides that in
all cases of sales the landlord * shall be entitled to &

- registration fee ™, of which the amount is the same a.d

in the cage of sales of tenures,

BENGAL TENANOY BILL:

Bengal Tenancy Act, The Bill doss not attempt |
any radical reform of the tenaney law, but only seeks
to remove some of the pressing grievances of the
raiyats. We shall give a general estimats of the
measure later, but would at onoe introduce the reader
to the threq main provisions of the Bill, viz., the’
abolition of the pagar now paid to the landholder on
the transfer of a piece of land by the transferee, the’
abolition of pre-emption which gives the landholder
the right to purchase a piecs of land on sale for him-

polf and the abolition of the certificate procedure’

whioh empowers a section of zamindars o realise the

rent in arrear in a summary fashion by auctiomng'
| purchasers belonged to the seme  class as the sellers:

tho pmparuea of the tenants,. .

,_ 1. LANDLORD S TRANSFEMEE. ;
- The Bill abolishea the landlord’s salamf or trans-

fer foe and the right to preemption conferred by the'
Act of 1928, Till then the prevailing custom in Bengal -

of & raiyat being at liberty to transfer his rights in
land had not received legal recognition, but the 1928
Aot formally recognised for the firat time an ocou-
paney raiyat's right to transfer his holding subject to
the payment of a nagzar to the landlord, The original
Tenancy Bill of 1883 had proposed to make the
oeoupancy -right transferable and heritable because
Goverament found, in the words of Sir Ashley
Eden, that there had grown up “an almost universal
ocustom” to this effept, and they thought it best to
yacognise it im law, Government also econsidersd
transferability desirable in itself, “Alienability,*

HE Bongal Legislative Aasembly passed in its last: ' said Mr. Field. “is in every other country, sooner of .

-mession by 110 to 27 votes a Bill to. amend the [

later, -annexed - to everything ' that 1s the 'subjech
. of property; and' that here, in Bengal, this ‘ten«
dency*, has spontaneously shown itself in a very
"marked manner in- respact of these very - hold«
ings.,” ‘Another reason:which induced Government/
to propose making oosupancy holdings transferable

'was the faot; that, ag Sir Stuart Bayley said, “trans~ .

ferability is the only alternative te unlimited sub-
letting,” a practice which ought to be sternly dis-
couraged. Apprehension was expressed at the time
{hat & general power of transfer would result in the:
passing of lands from the hands of tho culttivators
into the possession: of middlemen and moneylenders,
but it was thought that till then at any rate the

and that consequenfly no restriotions on the transfer:
of oceupancy holdings -were required. The Bill of:
1883 thus contained a provision for the freesale of-
the right of cecupancy, but this right to be conferred.
upon the raiyat was to be aecompanied by a corres+
ponding right of the landlord to pre-emption in every
case of transfer, Jf the right of accupanoy was freely-
transferable by the existing custom and the land-
lords had no right to objeot to the in-coming tenant,
then clearly the right of pre-emption proposed to be
given to the landlords was unjustifiable, But at the
time Government thought it best to give this addi-
tional privilege to the landlords, by whioh they could’
themselves buy the right at & price to be fixed by the-
civil court and thus keep off from the heldings any
raivats whom they might cansider to be undesirable,

| However, in the final form in which the Bill was
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si)a'ssed iﬁ 1885 the . right of oocupancy was not lega-’

Jised. . The raiyats were admitted habituaily to trans-
Her their holdings in - most parts of the province, but
the Act finally adopted left the custom “to strengthen

{tself and crystallise into a shape which may hereafter |
gender its: regulation (by - law) less difficult than it is |

at pregent,” What decided Government at the time
to drop the provision about transferability was not
g0 much the injury that might result to the tenant—
“expropriation of the raiyat and rack-renting of the
aotual cultivator™—as the practical difficulties about
pre-emption, which too was dropped with the provi-
gion about transferability.
~ Things remained in this condition till 1928, when
legislative effect was given to the firmly established
‘custom about the free sale of occupancy holdingse
Before the 1928 Act was passed, some raiyats had to
pay a fee to the landlord at the time of the transfer
and others had not to pay any fee. Butthe Act
introduced uniformity into the procedure, and laid
.down that all occupancy raiyats must pay as fee to the
landlords five times the.rent or one-fifth of the con-
gideration money, whichever was greater, whenever
they sold their holdings. It was stated in justification
of this provision about the conferment of the right
of free transfer subject to the payment of salami that
the rate of salami that was fixed corresponded very
closely to the fee that the raiyats were on an average
actually paying, and that the .Act did thus nothing

more than recognise the custom of salami along with

recognising the custom of free transfer. Buf, in the
first place, imposition of a fee on raiyats who could
freely -transfer their lands before without any pay-
ment was clearly unjustifiable ;- in  the second place,
payment of salami was made a pre-requisite even of
part-tranefers of occupancy holdings, -whereas before
the Act part-traunsfers were not subjected to a nazar
even in areas where full transfers were, and part-
transfers are far more numerous than full transfers,
and thus the Act of 1928 did a grave injustice to all
classes of raiyats, whether they used to pay nazar or

not ; and, in the third place; exaction of fransfer-.

fee was wrong in any case, whatever the custom in
regard to it might have been. It was really some-

thing in the nature of anabwab, an illegal exaction,.

though the courts allowed it as legitimate, It clear-
ly arose from an entirely erroneous conception of the
ptatug of the zamindars, viz, that they were the
absolute owners or proprietors of the soil and could
do what they liked with their tenants, The landlords

are mere rent-receivers, and have no concern with.

who pays the rent to them. Their recognition of a
gale of the occupancy right, which recognition ia
dependent upon the payment of a fee to them, should
be unnecessary, Government refused to recognise the
landlords’ pretensions in so far as Government them-
gelves were concerned, but did not challenge them to
the extent that was necessary in so far.as the raiyats
were concerned, Government ought to have put down
the praotice of receiving nazar as they tried to put
down abwabs, but having recognised the evil custom,
they gave it recognition in law in the Aot of 1928,

It 48 well that in the present Bill the Fazlul Huq !

Ministry seeks to abolish it altogether. The retention

of salami was advocated 'on the ground that it put o
check on fragmentation, but if Government really
wished to restrain this evil, they had better do so by
directly imposing restriotions on transfer instead of
going about it indirectly so as to snrich the landlord at-
the cost of the raiyat. The Bill, the Revenue Minister
calculated, would deprive the landlords annually of
Ra. 30 or Rs, 35 lakhs, to which they had no moral
right, and add so much to the income of the raiyates
The European group, joining .the zamindars on this
point as on every :other, spoks as if salami was part
of the rent and could not be abolished without paying
adequate -compensation to the gamindars, They
thought that this part of .the Bill and several others:
were of an expropriatory character and that the Bilb
must for this reason be vetoed by the Viceroy, This is-
a fantastic objection, for the landlord’s fee is entirely:
unjustified and the Huq Ministry deserves congratu-
lations for proposing to abolish it s tofo.

.. 2 THE RIGHT OF PRE-EMPTION.

The Act of 1928, while giving legal recognitiom
to the raiyat’s right of free sale.of his occupancy
holding, gave a right of pre-emption .to the landlord,
who could, if he so liked, repurchase the holding from
the purchaser. This again was based cn the notion,
for which there was no warrant in law or fact, that
the landlord was the master of the land for which he
wasg responsible for paying revenue to Government..
He was in reality only a superior holder and was not-
entitled to interfere in any way with transactions-

‘that might take place between inferior holders. But-
Government were prepared in 1883 to insert a provi=
‘sion jn the Tenancy Law enabling a landlord him-
self to purchase a holding in order to prevent it-
from passing into . the -hands of a tenant whom hé&
might think objectionable. The price which the-
landiord was to pay in such a case was to be fixed by
the eivil court. The 1928 Act: revived this provision’
which was not included in the Act of 1885. Oanly the:
landlord’s right was not a right of pre-emption pro-
‘perly so called, but a right of post-emption. After the:
sale was effected, the landlord could come in and say,
“ 1 shall repurchase this holding from the purchaser.”"
‘The price was not fixed by a court, but whatever price-
was entered in the sale deed was to be taken as the-
‘price that had actually been paid and the landlord-
bad to pay 10 per cent. over. This effectually pre-
vented any collusive under-statement of the price in
the sale deed, .As this right of post~emption extended
only to two or threa months after the sale had takem.
place, the purchager was not put to any serious hard-.
ship. Assuming that the right of pre-emption was
-good in theory, the administrative arrangements made-
for enforcing it were unobjectionable, but conferment-.
of gsuch a right was in itself unjustifiable, and the
Huq Ministry did the right thing in putting a stop to
it altogether. A high-placed official, Rai M. N. Gupta.
Bahadur, who was a member of the Bengal Legislative-
Council when the Act of 1928 was passed, says in his
commentary on the Act: “ Fhe doctrine ( of pre-emp--
tion ) is undoubtedly repugnant o modern ideas of -
rights of property,” and he forecasted then: that the .
next generation would have to reconsider the position -



Omamn 231, 1937. 1

. THE SERVANT OF I'NDIA

481

“viz,, “whether the right of pre-emption nhould not ba
taken away altogether,” His forecast has come true,
and almost the first act of the autonomous Government
-of Bengal is to take away this right. The Government
-deserves crodit for it. While abolishing the landlord’a
‘right of pre-emption, the Bill, as passed by the Legis-
‘lative Asgembly, confers, on an amendment to this
‘effect being moved by Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas and
accepted by Qovernment, the same right on-a co-
-gharer of the femant who transfers his share of the
holding. The right of pre-emption to be now conferred
-on co-sharer tenants of course stands on an entirely
' different footing. As the Revenue Minister said, i
would help the consolidation of holdings and would
.prevent family property passing into the hands of
-strangers. Both the abolition of the landlord’s right
-of pre-emption axd the conferment of it on co-sharers
were vigorously opposed by the zamindar and Euro-
pean groups in the Assembly, but their opposition was
-of no avail. If, as was maintained, the right of pre-
-gmption is very rarely exercised, one does not seo any
reason why such opposition should have been offered.
"The landlords seem to have persuaded themselves that
‘their existence somehow works to the great material
advantage and moral upliftment of the eultivators,
“The salami they exact keeps dowa the number of
4ransfers and helps in preventing land-grabbing -by
mahajan’s ; 8o salami benefits the raiyate. The right
of pre-emption acta a8 a safeguard in the interest of
the raiyats, because it stops “ unethioal practices in
ferming.” As in several countries the State has the
'right of pre-emption, so in Bengal the landlords must
be endowed with this power., Buch were the argu-
‘ments advanced, Happily, they did not weigh with
the Bengal Legislative Assembly,

3. REALISATION OF ARREARS OF RENT.

The Bill also withdraws from the landlords the
‘privilege given to them under Chapter XIIIA of the
Tenancy Act of realising arrears of rent in summary
fashion by asuctioning the properties of their tenants.
It should be remembered that one of the main objects
of the Act of 1885 was, while giving protection to the
raiyat, to give to the samindar facilities for recovering
his rents. The landlords claimed that as the Govern-
ment's revenue demand was inexorable and as the
‘Government adopted a summary process to realise it,
60 should they themselves be enabled to recover theis
rents from the raiyats by a summary procedure,
"This dlaim was in principle accspted by Government,
In fact, as the Bengal Administration Report for
1911-12 states, “ All logislation of this period (i. e.,
befora the. permanent settlement of 1793), dealing
with landlord and tenant had one primary objeot, viz.,
“the security of the publio revenue, and each successive

Regulation served only to arm those who were under
engagements for revenue with additional powers, so
as to enable them to realise their demands in the first
instance, whether right or wrong. *Under the haftam
process {Regulation VII of 1799),' as has been well
observed, ‘the person of the raiyat could be eigzed in
default ; under the panjam proosss { Regulation V of
1812) his property could be distrained; and in either

case the proceedings commenced with what has been |

daacribed a8 a strong presumption equivalent to A
knock-down blow against the raiyat. Remedies were
no doubt provided in every Regulation for redress
against any injustice by referring discontented parties
to the civil court, but, constituted as the civil courts
then were, the: raiyats were left without any ade-
quate means of relief for the most manifest extortions,”
The Aot of 1859, the first modern tenant law, medified

" distraint but did mnot sbolish it. -The aot of 1885

further regulated the power of distraint. All,this-
while it was conceded by -Government that if: ag
authentic ¥ecord of rights and rates were kept up and
a reliable system of recording payments could be'en-
forced, there was no reason why the zamindar could
not be given the benefit of the kind of summary . pro-

- ggdure in recovermg rents that Government them-
"gelves adopted in realising their revenue from tha.

zamindars, After the record of rights was prepared’
Government allowed landlords,, under the Act of 1907,
in special cages the privilege of realising arrears oi

_rent; by resort to the summary certificate procedux,e
' under the Public Demands Recovery Act. The Aot of

1928 went further in this direction. It provided that
in all cases where the landlords maintained the
reoord of rights with Government agency and kepf
correct and reliable accounts, the Iandlords would as

" a matter of course be allowed to have the benefit of
' the summary certificate procedure for realisation of
. arrears of rent. The present Bill repeals section 158A‘

giving this privilege to the zamindars,

‘While it must be admitted that it is not to the
advantage of the raiyat that he gshould be in arrear
in the payment of rent, fixed at a reasonable rate, it is
agreed on all hands that the summary procedure is

" Jiable to abuse and should be done away with, A

gamindar, severely criticising the provisions of the
Bill, can only say about the abolition of the certificaty
procedure: “The harm does not lie in the repeal of

. seotion 158A. The harm lies in not providing for
- effective realisation of rents.”
 certificate procedure the zamindars will have to go to
' the civil courts, just the same as other creditora,
. Forward too has not much objeot.ion to ‘urge,
. harassing Procedura should go,” it says, “but it should

In the absence of the .

“The

go uniformly in relation to zamindars as well as the
Court or Wards and Government,” It istrue thatin
the case of khas mahal lands and property under the- .
ma.nagement of the Court of Wards the -certificate
procedure is enforced, and a demand was made in the
Asggembly that the prosedure should be abolished in-
thess case too. This reminds us of -what Mr. Evans
said in 1883 in reply to what he called the argumen-
tum ad Governmenium which soveral members of the
Viceroy's Legislative Council had used at the time to
show that Government themselves wore open to the
same charge of extortion as they brought to the door
of the gamindars. He said:

I¢ is no argument to say that the Governmtnt In various
departments have done the same thing. In speaking of
the Government, it must be remembersd that thers are
many departments of the Government, From oze point of
view, you may have the Government sitting hers oconsult~'
ing for the general good of the country and takiog broad
views of the question, Qun the other hand, thers in a
department which representa the Seoratary of Stats, whao
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represents the positive right of the Government in their
property, just as in the case of the Crownlands in England.
When you deal with the Government in this capacity, I
ain gorry to say that they don't seem to be the same kind
of people as the Government of India in its broader ocapa+
city, I have spen the same thing at home. I have seen
what I considered to be very hard and unjust conduct on the
part of the Comminsioners of Woods and Forests, conduct.
which was worse than would be expected of any private
proprietor. They are in the nature of a Corporation, whioh
has to preserve the rights of the Crown, and they come
to look on everybody else as natural enemies, who are en-
.deavouring to deprive the Crown of its vights; and I have
saen a good deal of the same aort of thing in India, and I
am quite prepared to believe it is true, as many of the
Government officials must know, thet these officers often
think it their duty to exact as muoh as they can,
The Revenue Minister promised to consider whether
the certificate procedure ¢ould not be withdrawn from
the khas mahal lands and the estates under the Court
of Wards, though he said' that if the revenue of the
Government suffered too much such withdrawal might

Bot be practicable. The Minister appeared personally '
opposed to the abolition of the certificate prodedure |

in the matter of recovery of arrears of rent of the
zamindars and perhaps he accepted this particular
provision under pressure. He said: “The Giovern-
ment would watch the effect of the repeal of the
section relating to the certificate procedure. If
this did not fulfil their expectations, they might
have to reconsider the whole situation in the light
of future developments.” ‘

BY THE WAY.
BANDE MATARAM.

HE controversy raigsed by certain Muslim mem-
beras of the Madras and the Bengal Legislatures

over the use of the song Bande Mataram as a national
anthem has been raised to the status of a question
of serious politics by the Muslim Leagué \which pro-
tested against it recently,. The “national anthem

and the *“national flag” have beem a conten-’ ; The Reformer opposes the move as one which cannot

tious public question because of the extreme party

colouring given to'it by the Congress in the early |
days when first it begah to use Bankim's famous.

song and the tri-colour. Since its accession to power,
the Congress has'tried to force them on men of all per-
suasions, However regrettable Congressmen may
think it, the fact remains that as yet the nation, as
a nation, is not identified-with it and'the wiser course
would have been to refrain, in good grace, from creat-
ing further schisms by insisting on raising what is as
yet o party war-cry and s party symbol into matters
of national significance.

A WRITER. puts the impartial view of the use of
Bande Malgram as a national song in the Visva-

Bharati News. He depracates the fanatioism of some §

Muslims who smell idolatry in all literary wust of
Hindu mythology, ‘but in this partioular case his
sympathies are with the Muslims,

The spirit of the imagery and invooation employed in

.this apng (he says) is more than merely literary and is such

that it;in.mgfair to force the monctheistio followers of the

Prophet of Arabia to swallow it in the name of Indian
Naticnalism,
“Thou indeed art Durga
with thy ten arms carrying weapons,
And Lakshmi dwelling on lotus petals,
And Saraswati who gives Vidya,
Ibow to thee.”

I do not know how Pandit Jawaharlal regards a song as
harmless, which is bound to irritate the legitimate reli-
gious standards of so many of our countrymen, I am not
sure if all Hindus even would appreciate the plcture of
India invoked in the image of the Goddess Durga.

A NATIONAL song should embody in ita descrip-
tive passages the whole nation, which the Bande
Mataram does not do. The writer referred to above
BAYyS :

But now that our love of our country hag ceased to be
merely lyrical and, since the advent of Mahatma (andhi,
has been chastened with better underatanding of India as
it actually is,~—a land featured by poverty, ignorance and
dissension,—it is hardly worth our while to get sentimen-
tal over a song which hardly refleots our present attitude
toIndia and pay for it the heavy price of misunderatand-
ing. Finally, one would like to ask the protagomists of
the Congress oreed of non-viclence, how far the image of
the ten-armed deity, flourishing weapons, represents their
oroad. '

Tt should Turther be accepiable to everyone
in the country irrespective of his political and
religious beliefs. Those who feel indignant over
Muslim opposition to the use of Bamkim's song
would have done better to study not their own inter-
pretations of the song, but the objections of its oppo-
nents, all of whom are not anti-national * traitors.”
Apart from the objection on religicus grounds, even
on political grounds, it is objected to in certain
quartars because it is forced on all.

NATIONAL LANGUAGE,

THE decision of the Madras Government to make
Hindi compulsory in the middle schools of the Madras

_Presidency has provoked the Indian Social Reformer

to devote a leading article to the wisdom of the step.

be defended on educational, ecomomic or political.

"principles. The Prime Minister \of Madras, Mr.
' Rajagopalchari, justified the inclusion of an alien

language, as ‘a compulsory subject in the middle
sohools because * the future of the children was dear
to him.” C. R.'s concern for the children reminds the
Reformer of a.similar expression of the German

' Diotator and it observes: “ The distance from Omalur-

to Berlin is formidable, but ideologically the two
places might be suburbs each of the other™! The
making of Hindi into national language has become
a formidable fetish of the Congress leaders ever since

 their party came into power in the Provinces, and
| opposition to it is dismissed with the ‘flippant sneer”

that it comes from men whose habilt it is to oppose
overything that comes from Congressmen. C.R.js
reminded that those who oppose the-Hindi fetish have
whole-heartedly supported the Congress scheme of
prohibition and encouragement to village industries.

' THE Congress commands docile majorities in.
gaven provinces,—majorities the members of which.
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-dare not rajse their voice against any scheme which
-obtains the seal of approval from Wardha., And Hindi
- is one of the most favourite of the Mahatma's fetiches.

‘We will not be surprised, therefore, if other non-Hindi
.provinces like Bombay and Berar are also forced to

submit their children to the imposition of Hindi in

the middle schools, The use of majorities for such
purposes, the Reformer styles as “an abuse of power.”

Por such suppression of opposition by the sheer weight

of numbers is a characteristic feature of all dictator-

ships. The objection t6 compulsory Hindi are “ first

that it answers no felt need, removes no felt hardship,
-satisfies no felt aspiration.” The Reformer further

asks the Madras Prime Minister whether he is quite

sure that there is no big business behind the crganised

propaganda to impose Hindi on South Indial

MYBORE AND THE CONGRESS FLAG

THE attitude of the Mysore Dewan towards the
Congross flag as explained by him in his speech to
the Mysore Representative Assembly on the 16th
instant, should find a response fn the hearts of all
true Congressmen, For it closely followe their own
attitude towards the flags of other organisations
vis-a-vis the Congress tri-colour, Sir Mirza Ismail
dealt with the Government’s attitude to this question

-with commendable frankness. He paid : _

I should like here to make clear onr policy regarding the

Congress flag. We have a flag of the Empire and we have
a flag of the Btate. But that intermediate entity, India,
has not yet been welded into a federation, nor has an all-
India Government promulgatad any universally acocepted
smblem of our nationality whioch is common both to
Provinces and to States and ocomprehends all the
communities and groups of the Indian peoples. The
Congress ia a great political party, and we have no more
objection tothe display ofits emblem at placea or om
oncasions which are oonneoted with - legitimata activities
than wehave tothe display of the emblems of other
parties or seotional bodies. But we cannot psrmit it o be
displayed in a spirit of hostility to the State flag, or under
conditions whioh are liable to cause provosation ot annoy-
anoe to perpons who ara not members of the party.

SIR MIRZA hoped that his words would not be con-
-gtrued as a declaration of opposition on his part to
the Indian National Congress., He need not have
been anxious on that score. His words almost echo

the sentiments expressed by - Pandit: Jawaharlal |-

Hehrq some time back regarding the Red flag and its
use in Congress meetings,
the publio that although he had no end of reverence
for the flag of international labour, the Congress
flng, as embodying the achievements and aspirations
of the Congress, -must reign supreme in any meeting
under its auspices, If people desired to have the Red
flag also let -them have it, but let it be only on suf-
farance and in a subordinate position. " The height of
its pole and ita length and breadth must in no way
bb such as to divert people® 8 - attention from the
Congresa flag. .

" BIR MIRZA pointed out that many of the prineipal

items of the Congress programme like khadi, rural
improvement, harijan work, eto. have been given

{ull measure of sympathy by the - Mysore Govern-

Mr, Nehru impressed upon '

ment and that, there .was nd nead to fear that im
olannmg to have the Myscre flag supremse in Mysore,
he was in any way hostile to the Congress. Mr, °
Nehru also argues in the same vein regarding tha
communist programnme and Congress sympathy with
many of its items, Congressmen, therefore, will
not take umbrage at Sir Mirza’s refusal to aceord
their flag a dominant position at public meetings
in the State and will certainly appreciate ‘hip
injunction to them to keep their enthusiasm for
tho flag within proper limite and not to permit the
use of the flag to start agitations to coerca the State’s
people “ In respect of matters of domestic politics”.

SCRUTATOR., .

' SHORT ‘NOTICES.

THE BELLE OF BALIL By ARDASER SORABJER

N, WADIA, (Dent. ) 1936, - 25em. 111p. 10/6.

“ THE Belle of Bali " is an account of the author's
trip to find a spot as nearly ideal as this world can
offer. It is refreshing to read thathe was prefectly
satisfied with what he found on the much-talked-of
island of Bali,

The beauntiful photographs, by the author, help
to understand his enthusiasm for the Island that the
natives themselves believe to be “ Heaven”

M. C. Rao.

THE ADVENTURES OF THE BLACK MAN
IN HIS SEARCH FOR GOD. By H. M. SINGE.

( The Lion Press, Lahore,)} 1937. 23cm. 93p.

Re. 1-14~-0.

NorHING is gained by attacking personalities
respected all over the world, as Mr. Singh has
done in this volume in' ridiculing such & great
man as Mr. Bernard Shaw, who has been described as

) “ The Irishman standing on his head and kicking his
‘heels in air in order to attract attention.” The
| subject-matter is a mere attack on the so-called mate-

rialism of the Weat, but is wholly irrelevant as a

‘reply to Mr. Bernard Shaw's famous book.

W.M. V.

| @}imum;

MR, KODANDA RAQ’S EXPULSION
+ . FROM INDO-CHINA.

~ The following tnformation was elicsted from the
Government of India by question and answer in the
Council of State on &th October regardmg the expzds;qn
of Mr. P. Kodanda Rao from French Indo-China.

The Honourable Pandit H. N, Kunzvu :(a) Are
QGovernment aware that Mr, P. Kodanda Rao informed
the Goveranor General of Freneh Indo-China of his
intentions to visit Saigon with a view to studying
the conditions of Indians:therein and that the Direo-
tor of the Centrsl Tourist Bureau acknowledged
Mr, Kodanda Rao’s letter to the Governor General,
and weloomed the prospect of his visit and offered
facilities for his investigation, but when he was-
actually or his way to Saigon, after previous notice :
to the authorities, he was not allowed to proceed to
Saigon but turned hack from Phom Penh ? i

{b) Will Government be pleased to state whether -
they have made any enquiries into the matter, and
if 80, what is the regult of suoh enquiries ?
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iYes. The Honourable Kunwar Sir Jagdish Prasad : (»)

(b) Yes. The expulsion was apparently due fo
pome misunderstanding on the part ef the French
‘authorities, , o

The Hon'ble Kunwar Sir Jagdish Prasad: - Sir, I
may amplify this answer’ I very much regret the
inconvenience caused to Mr, Kodanda Rao and I ecan
aseure my Hon, friends opposite that we have taken
steps to see that such misunderstandings do not
ocour in the future. _

The Hon. Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : May 1
ask whether the Government .of India have inquired
how this misunderstanding arose ? Mt Kodanda
Rao eent a copy of his letter of introduction which
he received from the Government of India to the
Private Seoretary to the French QGovernor General
and subsequently received a very cordial reply from
the Director of the Tourists’ Bureau., What happened
then to create misunderstanding ?-

. The Hon. Kunwar Sir Jagdish Prasad : 8ir, it is
perfectly correct to say that Mr. Kodanda Rao did
write to the Private Secretary to the Governor and
that the letter was then forwarded to the Director of the
Tourists’ Bureau, who, in December 1 believe, replisd
to Mr. Kodanda Rao, I think this misunderstanding
occurred in May and from the information that we
have, T gather that the Irench Qovernment did not
regard the credentials of Mr, Kodanda Rao as suffi-
cient, because no information was sent direot from the
Government of India to the French Government that
Myr. Kodanda W Rao was likely to visit Saigon, and
the reason for that was that when Mr. Kodanda Rao
started on his itinerary he had given the Government
of India no information that he was going to Indo-
China, He had a general letter of imtroduction and
T gather that he sent a typed copy of that letter to the
French Government, and I understand that that was
not regarded as suitabie, As I told my Hon. friend
we shall see that in future this sort of misunder-
standing does not occur. .

The Hon. Pandit Kunzru : Was not the copy of
the letter sent by Mr. Kodanda Rao regarded as suffi-
oient in the first instance by the Government of
Indo-China ?

The Hon. Kunwar Sir Jagadish Prasad : As I say-
Sir, the reply was from the director of the Tourists"
Bureau, Mr. Kedanda Kao did not get any reply to
the firet letter from the Qovernment but only from
Tourists’ Bureau in December, and subsequently they
did not regard the copy as sufficient, That was the
view they took. .

The Hon. Pandit Kunzru: Is my Hon. friend
aware that Mr. Kodanda Rao's letter was forwarded
to the Director of the Tourists’' Bureau by the Governor
General of Indo-China ?

The Hon. Kunwar Sir Jagdish Prasad : 1 said it-
is perfectly true that the copy of the letter was sentto
the Director, but the reply was from the Director. I can-.
not say whether the reply of the Director of the-
Tourists’ Bureau can be taken as the reply from the
Government of Hrench Indo-China. As I said, this
bappened in December and Mr. Kodanda Rao really
went there in May.

The Hon, Pandit Kunzru : Is it not clear that the
Governor General had in the first instance no objec--
tion to Mr. Kodanda Rao’s visit to Saigon ?

The Hon, Kunwar Sir Jagdish Prasad : That is a
possible interpretation. ,On the other hand, it is
quite likely that the French Government merely sent
it to the Tourist Bureau and the Director replied on
'his own. ' Both interpretations are possible. Bubse-
quent enquiry shows that the French Qovernment
did not regard the copy of the letter from the Private-
Secretary as a sufficient introduction.

The Hon. Pandit Kunzru : Have the Government
made inquiries and obtained any definite information.
from the Government of Indo-China or not ?

The Hon. Kunwar Sir Jagdish Prasad : We have had:
raplies from the Copsul General. What I am stating
is based on the reports that the Foreign Office in.
England received from the British Consul General,.
of which eopies were received by the Government of
India, and, as I said, the French Government did nof
consider that a copy of the introduction letter which:
was given to Mr. Kodanda Rao by the Foreign Depart-
ment here was a pufficient credential. As I have said
we are taking steps to . see that this sort of thing does.
not arise, I hope that will satisfy my Hon. friend.
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