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PREFACE

The present volume is an attempt to give a brief
and connected account of the life and thoughts of the
people of India in the middle ages when the serenity
of ancient India was broken by the advent of a new
colture. The materials are vast, and it has ot been
possible for me to esplore every source, specially on
account of my ignorance of Persian and Arabic. 1
have relied entirely upon the translations. A list of the
books in English which I bave utilised besides the large
uumber of papers which appeared in the journals and
magazines is given at the end.

My thanks are due to Prof. Susobhan Chandra Sarkar
B. A. (Oxon) of the Caleutta University, Dr. J. Van
Mancn of the Bengal Asiatic Socicty and Babu Surendra
Nath Kumar of the Imperial Library for valuable assistance.
My special thanks are due to DBabu Karunabindu
Biswas but for whase ready help the book would not
have seen the light.

U. N. Baw
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PRESS OPINIONS.

“This book is valuable as a compendium of the
carly history of India. * * * The anthor hax a keen eyve
for details as well as for generalisations and the work
will be valuable to all who wish to have a birds  eye
view of the history of ancient India. He points out
well the powerful unifying forces in Indian life,"—7The
Ilindu, Madras, .

“It gives clear a view of the development of Indian
history and enlture. Interest in India’s past is steadily
growing, in this country and clsewhere, so  that little
hooks sammarising the results  of investigations and
speculations  are necessary both ax a begiming and ax n
constant help. Among these Professor Ball’'s Look takes
a high place. * * * The book ix  written with o sense
of propottion”—The Statesman Culeutta,

“He hus succeeded in  presenting o running aceown
of pre-Mahomedan India—the India of coutinuons culture
—in a4 manner ut onee interesting and insteuctive,”

—Forward, Caleutta,

SUDHABINDU Biswans,
24-1 Cormwallin Streel, Calentta,
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of his heart. His songs are so very popular with the
Mahrattas that they can be heard anywhere, among
the educated as well as the uneducated. Besides the
growth of Chaitanya literature in Bengal we find a
pew literatare connected with Chandi, the conception
of God as mother. The songs of Ram Prosad (1718-
78, a saint and poet tell us the growth of a decply
devotional spirit in Bengal. All these things indicate
that the spirit of the Indians was not crushed under the
strong government of the Mughals. The Indian civiliza-
tion was revivified, and one thing more we find in
Northern India is the growth of the Urdu as the
common medium of expression between the Hindus
.and * Musalmans. The Hindus who accepted service
under the Moslem rulers, learnt Persian with perfection,,
and interpreted the spirit of Islam and Islamic literature
to their fellow-believers, The industries - developed
under the patronage of the rulers, and agriculture
prospered. The European merchants came to India
in  expectation of good trade. The conditions of the
peasants in villages was not very enviable, but there
i8 evidence to believe that they were not very miserable.
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