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PREFACE 

The pl"eS(?nt volnml' is an attempt to give a brief 
and connected account of the life and thoughts of the 
people of India in the middle ~ when the se.l"t'nity 
of ancient India Wlh'S broken by the ad 11'ent of a Dl'W 
culture. The materials are vas~ and it bas not been 
J:lO.!i.sible for me to explore every I!QUJ."CC, specially on 
ac<.-ount of my ignorance of P('rs.i.an and Arnbic. I 
lum~ relied entirely upon the translations. _!. list of the 
boXIb in Eoglilih which I have utilised besides the large 
number of papers which ap(X'alCd in the jo~ and 
magazines is given at thi end. 

~ly thanb are due to Prof. Susobhan Chandra Sarkar 
B. ~\. (Oxon} of the Calcutta University, Dr. J. Van 
~lanen of the Bc~"lll Asiatic Society and Babu SDr('ndra 
Xath Kumal' of the Imperial Library for valuable usistance. 
~ly special th.anb are due to Babu Ka.runabi.ndu 
Biswas but for wh9l~C ready help the book would not 
have seen the light. 

u. N. n.'-u.. 
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PRESS OPINIONS. 

"This book is valnabll• ~~~ u l'Omprndiunt of tiiC' 

<•arly hiBtory of India. * * * Thr author lml' n hPn !'~·~· 

for d<•tailt! as well as for grnrralisationl' and tlw wo1·k 
will br ,·aluablc to nil who wish to han a hird'~' c·,·<· 
\'iew of thl• hif'tory of uuciC'nt India. Hr poiut~'> out 
WPII thr powerful nuifyin~e fore<·~ in Indian lifc•."-7'/u· 
Iliudu, 1\ladrn::. 

"It giw~ ch•ur a vif•w of tlw d<•\·rlopnH·nt of I udiau 
history nnd c•ulturr. Int.f'J'rst in India'" past is l't<•ndil~· 

growing, in this country nnd p}t;rwlwr<•, folO that littll' 
hooks I'HIIlllllari"ing thr rP~nltl' of inn•"tif,!ntionM aud 
Mprcnlationl'l tll'r nrcrssary both a" a b<'1.drming und a~ a 
l'Onstant help. Among thrse Prof<'HMOJ' Ball't~ book htk"" 
a high plncr. * * * Thr hook il' writt<•n with 11 l'l'lll-1' 
of proportion."-Thr Strtle.~lllflll Cal<'nttu. 

"Hc• hus succeeded in prel'l<·nting 11 J'llllniug ll<'l'llllllt 

of prr-~lahomcdnn India-thr l1ulia of cnutinnnnl'l t•ultlll'<• 

-in a manner ut on<·r intl'rc•flting und inl'trurth·t•," 
-Fonrard, ('uleutta. 

~riHIAIU~IW lh~o~WAii, 

:!4-1 Cor111mlli.x Stn·d, ('alf'lilfa. 
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of his heart. His songs are so very popular with the 
Mahrattas that they can be heard anywhere, among 
the educated as well as the uneducated. Besides the 
growth of Chaitanya literature in Bengal we find a 
_new literature connected with Chandi, the conception 
of God as mother. The songs of Ram Prosad (171fl.. 
78), a saint and poet tell us the growth of a deeply 
devotional spirit in Bengal. All these things indicate 
.that the spirit of the Indians was not crushed under the 
.strong government of the 1\Iughals. The Indian civiliza
tion was revivified, and one thing more we find in 
Northern India is the growth of the Urdu as the 
common medium of expression between the Hindus 
.and · Musalmans. The Hindus who accepted service 
under the Moslem rulers, learnt Persian with perfectio11,, 
and interpreted the spirit of Islam and Islamic literature 
to their fellow-believers. The industries developed 
under the patronage of the rulers, and agriculture 
prospered. The European merchants came to India 
. in expectation of good trade. The conditions of the 
peasants in villages was not very enviable, but there 
is evidence to believe that they were not very miserable. 
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