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PREFACE. 

The sole idea of this monograph is to give a concise and 
interesting account of the Founder of lchalkaranji State and of 
the history and character of the subsequent rulers. lchalka
ranji, which was a small village in the eighteenth century, has 
now grown into a good-sized town. and is the capital of a 
State whose rise and growth forms one of the most romantic 
and thrilling tales that the annals of Maharashtra un produce 
One of America's most famous men found his birth in an humble 
cabin, and later was installed in the President's White House as 
Lord and Master; but here is a tale even more romantic, for 
it is the tale of a boy whose tenacity of purpose and whose 
personal bravery, encouraged by a wondrous mother-love, took 
him from the rudest of huts in an obscure Konkan village, first 
to the position of trusted companion of one of the greatest 
generals Maharashtra had ncr produced, then to the high oflic.e 
of Minister of a flourishing Empire, and 6nally to place his 
name in the world's history books as the Foun~er of an 
important State. 

lbis summarised account is based largel7 on the history of 
lchalkara.nji State Y.Titten in Marathi by the late Wasudeo 
Shastri Khare of Miraj, wbo has been recognised as one of 
the most c.udul stu&-nts of Mahratta history: but addition~ 



material has been introduced as the result of other 
researches, although these entail no responsibility on the State 
either as regards facts or the conclusions drawn therefrom. 
Most of the spadework ·of this brief story was done by Pro
fessor C. G. Bhanu, to whom the most grateful thanks are given. 

Mahratta history is, and always will be, full of surprises 
for the enterprising student; and that is why the present task 
has been so interesting, so romantic, and, at times, so thrilling, 
especially when the stirring days have been lived over again 
in the writer's imagination. And as for the battles of wits 
as well as arms of the ln~an Amazons, no story is deserving 
of greater attention, and it. is the author's only regret that in 
this work the doings of Maharashtra' s famous women Queens 
could receive such scant attention. 

Thanks are also due to Mr. A. D. Parasnis for pennitting 
• the reproduction of the paintings of Bajirao I, Shahu with 

Balaji Bajirao, and Madhavrao I from the famous Parasnis 
collection at Satara: whilst we also tender thanks to the Chitra 
Shala Press for the use of the pictures of Bajirao, Tarabai, and 

Mahadji Scindia. 


