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" PREFACE.

The object that has actuated the publishers of this volume
of speeches to present it for public aceeptance, is to set an
example, to the promising scions of old and respectable familieq
of Bengal, of real worth in one among their number who is
descended also from one of the first ancient and noble familiey
of Bengal, whose illustrious ancestors were men of high ability
who rendered signal ‘service, first to the Empire of Delhi and
the gourt of Murshidabad, and afterwards to the British Raj,
Early in the 15th century, Sureshwar Sarbadhicari and
Yshaneshwar Sarbadhicari served the Imperial Court of Delhi
48 Prime Minister or Dewan of the Province of Origsa, and
as Vigier of the Emperor of Delhi respectively. His ancestors,
who especially distinguished themselves in the last century,
were Rajahs Shitanath, Mabendra Narayan, and Hari Prosad
alies Raj Kishore, They rendered meritorious service both
to the Nizamat and the Honble' East India Company ; the first
as a Dewan to the Viceroy and to the late Nawab Nazim of
Bengal, the second as a Minister or responsible officer to g
former Nawab of Bengal and also as an ageot to the East
Tudia Company's silk concern, rendering signal service to
Lord Clive in the negotiations that preceded the Battle of
Plassey, and the third as & Dewan to the East India Com-
pany's entire silk concern, when the Company bad the mono-
poly of that trade before British power was firmly established
in Bengal, '

Ta the early days of Local Self-Government, when few
Moffasil Zemindars could ke found willing to take active part
in the deliberations of the District Rosd Cess and Education
Committees, Mr. Sarbadhicari's self sscrificing and devoted
interest in these deliberations, coupled with the fact of his
baviug established an English school, and a Charitable
Dispensary in his native village of Choa, for promotion of
populur education and for relief of the Epidemic sufferers
during virulent prevalence of malarious fever in the latter part
of 1831, offered an example to the landbolders of Bengal, the
value of whick cannot be too highly estimated, His declining
the offer of & Deputy Magistrateship with a wiew to servg
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his country to better effect, created a spirit of emulation
in others, sufficient to earn for bim popularity not only
smong his own countrymen, but also among Europeans,
both official and pon-official, As -8 special Honourary
Magistrate, be has enjoyed exceptional reputation by com-
manding eutire covfidence both of the Bar and the genernl
public in the udministration of Justice without fear or
favour.  His high character, rectitude of principles, steadfast
devotion to public duties, and single-minded advocacy of
his courtry’s cause, have won for him the esteem and affection
of all classes of people with whom he has frequently to come
in contact, as a public-spirited Zemindar. '
The first edition of this work was received with such ap-
proval by men of emment authority like the Hon'ble H, J, S,
Cotton, c. 8.1, Chief Commissioner of Assam, Sir Alfred Croft,
K. C. L &, Director of Public Jnstruction Bengal, F. H. Skrine,
Fsqr., ¢. 8., Commissioner Chittagong Division, H. Luson Esqr,,
B a, .8, Deputy Commissioner of Manbhoom, E. R. Henry
Fxqr., c.a Inspector General of Police, Bengal, His Highness
the Nawab Bubadoor of Murshidabad, as also by several
District Magistrates and others, who represent the rank, wealth,
education, intellect, and public spirit of Bengal, that they
have been encouraged to bring out this second edition, iu-as-
much aa the first edition, the proofs of which were not cor-
rected by the author, were full of printing and other mistakes,
Mr. Sarbudhicari bas generously waived his right upon the
rale proceeds of this publication, and authorized the publishers
to apply the same towards furtherance of any well-considered
project diserving of public support for the benefit of the public.
As the movement ia the first of ita kind, in Bengal, how far
the object can be guined must be left to the judzment
of & discerning public to decide. It was proposed at first to
publish & complete list of subscribers at the end of this
volume, a list which includes the names of representatives of
all classes of people including Europeans and officials, from
the First Nobleman of Bengal and s Divisional Commissioner
down to the student-community ; but as this would have taken
up good many paces of the book, the pablishers crave the in-
dulgence of publishing evly a few prominent pames. The
opiuions of some of the official authorities referved to, as well an
that of the First Nohleman of Bengal, regarding the epeeches
are piven in thia edition. With the kind permission of the
Hon'Lle C. W. Bolton, ¢ 8, Cbief Secretary to the Govt. of
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Bengal, whose liberal sympathies for the reasonable aspirations
of the children of the soil are well-known, this edition of Mr,
Sarbadhicari's speeches is respectfully dedicated to him.

RAJA PEARY MOHON MOOKERJEE BAHADOOR,
C 8 IL,K A,B L,

Late Member of the Legislative Council of India and Fellow of
the Calcutta Uurversity.

RAI OKHIL CHANDRA MOOKERJEE BAHADOOR,

Zemindar, Honourary Magustrate, and Commissioner, Calcutta
Municipality.

KUMAR UPENDRA KRISHNA DEB BAHADOOR,

RAM CHANDRA MOZOOMDAR, x. 4, 5 L,
- Roychand Premchand Scholar, Pleader.

HARADHON NAG, x. ., B. L,
Law Lecturer, Berhampore College, and Pleader,

GOUR BALLAV SEN, . 4., B. L, Pleader,
RAJANI KANTA SANNYAL, b. 4, B. 1, Pleader,

PusLisEERS,
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PUBLIC SPEECHES.
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BABU SRISH CH. BOSE SARBADHICART'S
SPEECHES.

Speech on “Afghan War Contribution” delivered at the British
Indian Association on the 29th April 1881,

GENTLEMEN,

At this hard time of pressing financial embarrassments,
when the country is fast sinking into debt, at a time
when the millions of its inhabitants, having emerged from
the horrors of a dire famine, have been saddled with .
heavy taxes for protection against the recurrence of similar, .
calamities, nothing could be more welcome and productive
of healthy effect than this contribution of five millions .
from the Imperial coffers towards the expenditure of the
Afghan war, which was undertaken not with a view to
prevent or repel an actual invasion of Her Majesty's
Indian possessions, but, in the words of the late Prime
Minister and of Lord Lytton, with a view to “ maintain
and uphold the character and influence of England in
Eurape, and to uphold the Imperial prestige of England
in Axia”

The pecuniary contribution of England, I need hardly
say, is not quite enongh to make full compensation for
the Josses which India has had to sustain for England in
defiance of justice and equity on more thaa seven previous
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occasions. But we do not attach so much importance to
the amount as to the principle involved in the grant,
following a mnoble precedent as Mr. Laing said, in the
debate in the House of Commons. This precedent will,
we believe, not only serve as a warning to the British
Ppeople not to support the views of these politicians, the
be-all and end-all of whose principle is to make an
immortal name in the annals of the political world by
carrying on war on flimsy pretexts, but also serve as a
great safeguard for India against a recurrence of the
adoption of the policy which was carried out by the late
Ministry, as Mr. Illingworth said in the debate,

A happier day has not yet dawned upon India since
the establishment of the British Empire in the East than
the date on which the debate took place in the House of
Commons regarding the Afghan War expenditure. What
could be more gratifying than to see the rulers of the
United Kingdom, the arbiters of the destinies of India,
publicly recognizing in emphatic terms the rights and
claims of India, which has notoriously no voice in the
administration of its own affuirs.

The Liberals on attaining office pledged that England
should bear an equitable and substantial share of the
Afghan war expenditnre, in consequence of which
there hardly breathes a heart through the length and
breadth of British India, the very chords of which do
not vibrate with expressions of joy, thanks, and gratitude
towards them,

It is said from the fullness of heart the mouth speak-
eth, but there are times and occasions when from the
fullness of heart, the tongue refuscs to speak; the latter
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is the case with the Indian people. If, therefore, now
they are unable adequately to express their thanks to Her
Majesty's Government occasioned by a deep sense of
gratitude for their generous recognition of the just claims
of their country, we can assure the Imperial Parliament
that it is not from any want of feeling, but from want of
words to give full expression to their feelings. With these
remarks I beg to say that the thanks of the Association
be conveyed to the Hon'ble Houses which has lent a
listening ear to the loud and repeated appeals of India
for justice. '

Speech on “Charitable Dispensaries” delivered at the British
Indian Association on June 20th, 1881,

I have much pleasure in supporting the Resolution,
I say that as a resident of the Mofussil, I know well what
good the Charitable Dispensaries do to the poor classes,
and I cannot but regret that the Government should think
fit to discontinue the supply of European medicines and
instruments and to reduce establishments contrary to its
own engagements and rules. I regret this the more
because the contribution of Government was so small,
not more than a lakh and three quarters per annum, I
think that the Government ought to feel proud that such
a world of good is being done at such a small outhy to
the Public Exchequer, but instead of cherishing any such
feeling it discredited the motives of those, who founded
charitable dispensaries, and seemed to think that in
su[{porting many of them the public money was not well
spent. It is a matter of the deepest regret that these
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orders have emanated from the Government of Sir Ashley
Eden, a ruler who unites to his high abilities, a thorough
knowledge of the country, a great administrative skill, a
generous sympathy with the people and a rare breadth
of mind. His Honor has evidently been misled by the
Surgeen-General who is however not a little inconsistent,
for while he says that doctors in charge of charitable
dispensaries not unfrequently absent themselves from
their posts and make false entries and returns, he admits
that the Civil Surgeons do not take monthly returns from
their subordinates and thereby deprive themselves of the
ooly means of checking them.

I do not deny that there are abuses in the adminis-
tration of Charitable Dispensaries, but they are owing
to want of proper supervision, which, if it had been duly
exercised, would have prevented the doctors from neglect-
ing their duties and secured to the poor the full benefit
of these institutions, What is therefore necessary is the
exercise of proper supervision and not the withdrawal
of Government nid. It is true that the Government will
not altogether stop its aid ; it has now stopped the snpply
of European instruments and medicines, it has curtailed
establishment and proposed to reduce the higher grade
institutions by placing them in charge of Hospital Assist-
ants. The result of the last measure will be lowering
the standard of medical skill in the Mofussil. It is
obsersable that if the Government thinks that the
Charitable Dispensaries should be left entirely to private
enterpnise, I venture to say that it iy greatly mistaken.
The small aid which the Government gives stimnlates
private benevolence. Then, again, if the Government
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maintains Charitable Hospitals and Dispensaries in larger
towns at its own expense, I do mot see why the poor
people in the far Mofussil should be deprived of its aid.

Speech on “District and village roads in Bengal” delivered at
a meeting of the Bengal Social Science Association held
atthe Town Hali on the 19th July 881, when the Hon’ble
Peary Mohan Mukharji read a paper on the Subject and
Mr. Justice Wilson presided.

Mg. CHAIRMAN AND GENTLEMEN,—

It affords me unfeigned pleasure to be able to thank
my honorable friend the learned lecturer, who has in fact
exhausted the subject in such a way that it needs no
further argument-on my part to do justice to the same.
But having regard to the importance of the subject, the
prompt sense of duty with which all of us should be tied
together in bonds of closer union and unalloyed disinter-
estedness should prompt us to pass our individual opinien
on the question, which, if fairly and justly dealt with by
the arbiters of our destinies, might p.rove a source of in-
describable rchief to the overburdened tax-payers of
Bengal. '

" Abstaining from passing any remarks upon the condi-
tion of district roads especially those of the head quarters
of the mighty lords of districts, which are exposed to the
eyes of the Divisional Commissioners and the Lieutenant
Governors in course of their periodical visits and occasional
tours, and which common sense is enough to suggest
cannot  but be the perfection of human labour and
ingenuity in proportion to limited local funds, I think it
worth while to confine my observations on the general
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condition of village roads lying in the interior of districts,
the most deplorable condition of which in nine cascs out
of ten baffles the very power of description; so much so,
that, believe me, gentlemen, it would not be too much to
say that in rainy days the villagers find themselves cooped
up in their zenanas. The reason why such a state of
things has come to pass is nothing but the unfortunate
sanction of Government on the recommendation of district
ofticers to the appointments of a larger majority of indigo
planters, silk merchants, and their managers to represent
district and branch committees in direct contravention of
the Roadcess Act which provides that none but the cess-
paver is qualiied to take seat in committees; but
nafortunately preferences going more on recommendation
than on merits, these indigo planters, silk-merchants and
their managers in ninety-nine cases out of a hundred not
being cess-payers, but having the greater qualification of
belonging to the Heaven born race and of basking benesth
the sunshine of district officers’ favours, easily secure
geats in committees, constitute larger majority against
smaller minority of native members whose representation
of grievances is practically unheeded, and carry out
measures beneficial to themselves in defiance of public
interest and public convenience, They generally make a
larger allotment for their respective places of abode,
entrust repair-works to their Amlaks who gencrally
expend at the utmost one-fourth of their alloted amount
and pocket the balance, please the district magistrates by
making superficial improvements on the occasion of
their periodical mofuseil tours, and employ Road-cess peons
to act as their gardeners and bearers, The cries of the
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people for redress are seldom heard, an appeal against
these high-handed proceedings is seldom brought before
the notice of the district authorities, and if on represent-
ation of a leading gentleman any application happens to
receive hearing, it is sure to receive polite rebuffs at their
hands, who even in particular cases where they condescend
to honour, mostly plead want of funds as an idle pretext
to cover bluntness of flat refusal, whereas on the occasion
of their periodical tours, funds after funds are not found
wanting to give smooth path to their Tomtoms, In
addition to this a weak press and want of strong publie
opinion have constituted a serious stumbling block in the
way of dragging these high handed proceedings before the
notice of the higher authorities, which has greatly
contributed to the excesses of their arbitrary proceedings.
It is no wonder that these indigo planters and their
‘managers would pay little attention to the real wants
and grievances of the people because they are quite
ignorant of the same, and moreover the Government not
having allowed them travelling expenses they are not
expected to take the trouble to travel from one place to
another situated at & considerable distance at their own
expense. If & larger majority of members be appointed
from every village, it would prove an inestimable boon to
the people as they being well aware of real wants and
grievances of the people would never hesitate to go from
one end of the earth to the other to serve their country
with a view to render material good to the people. From
my personal cxperience as a member of district and
branch committees of Murshidabad I find no proper
accounts are taken from branch committees, no proper
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supervision is kept over village roads, the material grievances
are scldom redressed, an appeal is seldom brought before
notice of the district authorities, and if any is heard, it
meets with little success, I have exerted my every nerve
to raise my feeble voice agninst these high handed
procecdings and open the eyes of tha district authoritios
but often found myself overpowered by overwhelming
majority of English members,

Speech on “Competitive Examination™ delivered at a meeting
of the Social Science Association held at the Town Hall
in August 1881 in which Mr. H. Lee, Barrister-at-law, was
the lecturer and Mr. Justice Wilson of the Calcutta High
Court was the President.

GENTLEMEY,

It gives me great pleasure to support the vote of
thanks proposed and seconded by the preceding speakers
to the learncd lecturer for his able and eloquent address
with which he has entertained this large audience
assembled in this splendid hall. The arguments advanced
by the learned lecturer combined with those of the
preceding speakers not justifying me to contribute any
new lustre on the subject on the whole, I need not tire
your patience at this late hour of the mocting with a
lengthened speech ; but considering the weight attached to
the subjact I shall close my speech with a few observations
on the salient points econnected with the subject-matter.
On the one hand the system of competitive examinations
cannot be considered as a fair test of genuine merit and
sterling worth, because scores and scores of instances can
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be cited as not unfrequently taking place, of course subject
to few honorable exceptions, in which candidates possessed
of a good deal of retentive memory carry away the pahq
in preference to superior intellect and genuine worth
through the aid of cramming which i is thus described in
“Cowper's Task:” “With parrot tongue performed the
scholar’s part proceeding soon & graduated dunce.” What
ore the consequences resulting from this? The conse-
quences are two-fold, telling alike upon the governmeng
as well as upon the system, As the former with a view to
redeem its pledge for considerations of state policy is to
provide the competition-wallas in the public service, where
their utter inexperience, ignorance of official work, want of
good breeding and necessary attainments occasioned by
‘various considerations, contribute not a little to impair the
efficiency of the public service, to the greatest detriment
to the adwinistration of the public justice, in addition to
which the existence and the practical operation of the
system cannot but make even its brightest laurels and
offsprings “ Jack of all trade but master of none,” inspite
of their propensity to follow their. respective taste in
prosecution of their studies in a particular branch, as they
are required by the system to cross the ordeal by attain-
ment of general proficiency in all the branches prescribed
for the examination unlike the system that prevailetl
in the pre-university days that required every senior
scholar to consume midnight oil in getting a library in
his pocket befure he could be expected to achieve high
achicvements and reap the final laurel compared with
whose huge horde of literary lore the superficial knowledge

of the competition-wallas may be thrown into shade alto-
5 :
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gether. On the other hand qualified and competent
hands could be better secured by official selection un-
biased by recommendation, egotism and favouritism that
constitute the inseparable accident of the system of
nomination. To take up the other aspect of the question
none can deny that the principle involved in the system
is unassailable in as much as it makes no invidious dis-
tinction between creed and colour and the rulers and the
ruled constituting thereby the very essence of the impartial
administration of British justice in which 250 millions
of Her Majesty’s Indian subjects have reposed such
unbounded confidence. Take for instance the brilliant
“career of Sir John Lawrence who ultimately wielded the
sceptre of Hindustan for a few years with conspicuous
success, but who at the outset of his career by dint of
perseverence and abilities had risen from an humble
station of life to the pinnacle of power and eminence and
bad done honour to the position he attained by his meri-
torivus service that received due recognition far and
abroad. If all the. offsprings of the system are to follow
his example, there would have been no question at all
about the efficiency of the system ; but alas! the case as
it stands at present is a different one, the system not
being a source of unmixed good, requisite measures should
be adopted to ensure its thorough improvement, in the
‘interest of the administration and the public alike,

—————
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Speech on “Pre.university and Post-university regime” delivered
at the “Social Science Association” at the Town Hall on
the Dth September 1881 in which the Revd. K. M. Banerjl
was the lecturer and Father Lafont presided.

Before I proceed to enter into the discussion of a
subject which presents an ample field for discussion, I
wish to be permitted to congratulate the lecturer on his
selection of a subject which his varied experience and
close connection with education for a lengthened period
so fully qualifies him to discuss. There could have been
no better selection than the one he has made. The learned
lecturer has so well pointed out the advantages of the
past and of the present system of education that little
is left for me in contributing any new light on the subject.
I am not going to take up your time with any lengthened
speech, but it will be well for us to give our individual
experience of the results of native education as far as
it has gone. No one can deny that the spread of educa-
tion is far greater now than before, and the bulk of the
people are far more advanced than they were a quarter
of a century ago, As civilization advances, improvements
are being effected in every department of Arts. The
sciences and the arts are being eagerly pursued and will
one day enable them to place themselves in the van.
Whatever prejudices rendered impossible before, has now
come to be pursued in numerous parts of the country;
caste prejudices and strict notions being gradually
dissipated under the genial influences of education. Taking
all the facts into consideration, it appears to me not im-
possible to indulge in the fond hope that with the progress
of education and the unflagging zeal of those who are
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interested in the cause of native education, we might
one day be able to undertake Self-Government with the
aid of a small House of Commons of our own,

——

Speech on "Suburban Water supply” deliverd at a meeting of
the Social Science Association held at the Town Hall,
Calcutta, on the 9th February, 1882, in which Pundit Pran
Nath Saraswati read a paper on the subjectand Mr,
Justice Wilson presided.

GENTLEMEN,

As this is an adjourned debate on the subject of a
lecture delivered by my friend Pundit Pran Nath Saraswati
the other day when 1 was not present, I had no means
of knowing the facts and figures and the reasons with
which he sought to maintain his own ground in support-
ing the waterworky scheme devised by Mr. Berkley in
opposition to that of Mr. Harrison with a view to provide
a practical plan for the introduction of waterworks in the
Suburban Municipality in consequence of which I cannot
be expected to do full justice in response to your eall,
to this important subject that no doubt concerns the vital
interests of the Suburban residents of this town, because
of all the blessings that mankind can expect to enjoy
in this pether world through the grace of the Omnipotent
Being who guides the destinies of the world, nothing can
be compared with the blessings of good health, and thad
health oviginates to a great extent from possession of
good drinking water because of all the elements requisite
for preservation of human health, water is the most
important of all; but water on the one hand, if good,
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tontributes to the preservation of health, on the othef
hand, if bad, it gdes to undermine human constitution.
That being so, no stone should be left unturned by the
Suburban residents to' devise schemes for securing &
supply of pure drinking water so very absolutély neces-
sary for sustenance of human health, but no such scheme
can be devised and practically carried out without pecu-
niary contribution involving such a heavy outlay, that
the Suburban Municipality might hardly meet it withous
recourse to addifional tazation that is sure to raise
objection from various stand-points of view on various
grounds, The residents might hardly persuade, their
minds to support the measure if they are to be convinced
that it is to be brought about by an amount of taxation
to be wrung out from the miserable tax-payers of the
municipality, as it can be proved to demonstration that
the incidence of direct taxation can on no account be
resorted to in this country without causing irritation
and general complaint. Both the schemes prepared by
Mr. Berkley and Mr, Harrison having for their object: the
laudable desire to secure for the Suburbs the blessings of -
& supply of filtered water are before the meeting. Every
consideration leads me to support the scheme prepared
by Mr. Harrison for reasons well explained in that scheme
itself and for arguments advanced by the preceding
epeaker just mow in his practical address with which
I agree, as that scheme would be more practicable to give

due cflect to the laudable object which this meeting has
in view, '
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Speech on the "Opium question® delivered at the British Indian
Association on the 10th April, 1882,

Mr CaAIRMAN AXD GENTLEMEN,

I beg to offer a few remarks with regard to the opium
question, just now handled by Maharaja Norendra Krishna
Bahadoor and alluded to by Baboo Jadu Lal Mullick and
which has been rendered the butt of ignorant and biassed
opposition by the Anti-opium Society formed in England,
composed of distinguished personages including twenty-
three members of parliament and several peers of the
realm. This question embraces so many tangled knots
of political economy and heads of political and historical
information, that an ordinary layman like myself feels
conscious incapacity to conceive the same; but having
regard to the fiery agitation actually gaining ground all
over England against the Indian Opium Revenue on
grounds of imputed immorality, and considering the very
influential parties that bave taken it up, who may, it is
not improbable at no distant date with ministerial or
other political changes, gain ascendancy upon the council
of the nation, it is high time for all representative public
bodies, nay every individual interested in the welfare of
the country, competent or incompetent, to agitate the
matter, since agitation is the soul of success. At this
late hour of the meeting, I do nok consider it necessary to
go over the same ground traversed by the preceding
speakers as to the object of the fanatical agitators, who
bhave undertaken a crusade against the opium revenue,
but to make my remarks fewer and briefer than they
otherwise would have been.



(15

'To meet the wishes and gratify s mere idle senti-
mentalism of the fanatical crusaders, the suppression of
opium cultivation and manufacture in India and the
consequent withdrawal of the Indian drug from China,
would entail upon the state a loss of revenue varying
from 7 to 9 millions a year, a revenue that is raised
without the operation of the least and slightest pressure
upon the pockets of the miserable tax-payers of India,
a revenue that strengthened the hands of the Indian
Government to carry out various beneficial reforms and
improvements in every department of the state viz,
telegraph, education, post office, administration and public
works, without which it would have been impossible to
carry out these beneficial reforms as. mentioned by Sir
Alexander Arbuthnot, the late member of the Viceregal
Executive Council. The surrender of such a fertile source
of income being opposed to sound economical principles
for the sake of a mere sentiment as held by Major Baring
in his remarkable Budget-Statement which is an able
vindication of the Government policy, the question
resolves itself into one of policy and expediency. If financial
considerations do not justify the Indian Government fo
abandon such a revenue without the imposition of an
equivalent taxation, political considerations of the first
moment should equally forbid the adoption or substitution
of any direct taxation which had been found by experi-
ence to be unsuited to the habits and customs of the
people, and circumstances and nature of the country as it
is always attended with bardship, inconvenience and
oppression. If the reduction of expenditure be urged
as the means to enable the Government to sacrifice this
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revenue, a3 pointed out by Maharaja Norendra Krishna
Bahadoor, anybody having common sense enough will
perceive that such an enormous revenue cannot be re-
couped by the reduction of expenditure in the existing
staff of the administrative machinery, without the great-
est detriment to the administration of justice, as was
made clear in Lord Ripon's Budget speech whose noble
utterances on the occasion of the Budget debate have
filled the Indian public with an assurance that the adoption
of the legislative or, political measures of any kind should
be rendered subordinate to the interests of the Indian
people in direct coutrast to those of Lord Lytton, who
on the occasion of addressing a Manchester audience
declared that since the English people are centuries in
advance, the administration of Indian affairs must be
carried on in accordance with English ideas, and English
policy, and not in consonance with native feelings, native
wants and wishes,

Admitting for argument’s sake that financial con.
siderations may justify the surrender of the opium
revenue, the question arises,—would the abolition of the
opium trade of India with China bring any amount of
possible good to the Chinese and effect their moral re.
generation as urged by the agitators? The natural infer-
ence from the existing state of things would be that there
i3 no possibility of reforming the Chinese by the with.
drawal of exportation of the Indian drug into China,
since their own ecultivation of poppy combined with
importation from Persia, Turkey, and the Mozambique,
would easily enable them to satify their demand for the
drug. In addition to this, there is a very powerful obstacle
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standing in the way of their so-called reformation, They had
become so much addicted to the habitual use of opium,
that imperial edicts issued by the Chinese Government
failed to suppress the practice, a result however which
was attended with benefit to the Chinese as it served
gradually, wherever opium smoking prevailed, to com-
pletely entice them away from the use of their native
ardent spirits, the effects of which have been found to be
worse and more injurious to health than those of opium
in whatever from taken. Opium, if taken in moderate
quantities, has been found to be conducive to health, in
the opinion of eminent medical authorities including Dr.
Moore of Bombay, This facv will however appear from
enjoyment of robust and well-built ccnstitutions and
chivalrous and romantic temperament by the Rajputs,
the people of Guzerat, Cutch, Kattywar, Central India,
and the Sikhs who are all addicted to the habitual use
of opium, as conclusively argued by Sir George Birdwood,
who holds that it would be most unfortunate if the
Chinese were led back to the use of the native ardent
gpirits, productive of more injurious effects on their
constitution in consequence of the abolition of opium
manufacture in India So much for the effects of the
habitual use of opium by the people of the East which
suffices to meet the objections raised by the agitators on
moral grounds. Taking all these facts into consideration
it goes to prove that nome of the arguments adduced
from political, administrative and moral points of view
holds good to substantiate the position taken by the
fanatical agitators. With these remarks, without moving

a definite resolution I would suggest that the Cowmittee
3
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take up this matter for consideration and make representa-
tions on the subject to the Government in co-operation
with the representative public bodics, if necessary, as the
full expression of public opinion may enable the Govern-
ment to weet the fanatical agitators in England,

Speech on “Local Self-Government” delivered in a monster
meeting attended by more than ten thousand men held at
the Cantonment barracks of Berhampur in August 1892,

GENTLEMEN,

Suffering for a long time from an illness that calls for
absolute rest or rest, above all, of all respiratory organs,
I find it difficult even to breathe in the suffocated atmos-
phere of this crowded hall. Gentlemen, I am not pre-
pared to say I have come here of my own accord; I have
been drawn to it out of pure respect for the laudable and
noble object of this meeting that has brought about such
a large and huge gathering composed of all classes of
this district quite unprecedented in the history of Mur-
shedabad although she wielded at one time the sceptre
of ancient Bengal.

At a time when the darkness of ignorance is no long-
er swallowing the political horizon of India as it did
before, at a time when neither a Cicero nor a Demos-
thenes is needed to stir up the breasts of the people
with an insatiable thirst for political freedom, at a time
when science and arts are being appreciated and
cultivated by the rising generation through the influence
of the Western civilization and education in India, at
a time when education has made rapid strides among
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the general masses of the people, at 2 time when patives
have been declared eligible for appointments in higher
offices of the State,at a time when the old animosity
and hatred that had been existing between rulers and
the ruled for generations have begun to disappear
through the blessings of British rule, at a time when
rapid advance of education has led the intelligent class
of public spirited young men to make a bold demand
upon the state for admission into some share in the
admibistration of their own affairs, nothing could be
more welcome and productive of more healthy effect
than the Resolution dated the 10th October, 1881 issued
by our beloved Viceroy Lord Ripon which proposes -
to confer the inestimable boon of Local Self-Government
on the natives of India, who have according to the
present constitution of the Government mnotoriously no
voice in the management of their own concerns, What
could be more gratifying than to sce the arbiter of our
destinies publicly recognizing in emphatic terms the
rights and claims of the down-trodden Indians who have
been allowed no control at all whatever in the manage-
ment of their local administration ? A happier day had
not yet dawned upon British India than the day on
which the Local Self-Government Resolution took its
birth that has been received with outbursts of joy
throughout the length and breadch of the land as would
clearly appear from the continuous flow of public meet-:
ings that are being held with a view to ventilate the
question in all its bearings throughout the different
parts of the country ; since public demonstrations such
as these may go a great way to influence the views of
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the authorities who hold the reins of office in favour of
this noble project. This is evidently due to the fact of
baving & fresh English Statesman at the helm of the
Imperial Government, who happily for India on the
occasion of his Budget speech declared from his place
in the Council that whatever legislative or political
measures were to be undertaken should be adopted with
a view to advance the cause and intcrests of India in
dircet opposition to the declared policy of Lord Lytton,
who on the occasion of addressing a Manchester audience
unhesitatingly said that since the English people are
centuries in advance, India must be governed in accord-
ance with English ideas, English thoughts and English
politics and not in consonance with native feelings,
native wants and wishes and in consultation with their
intcrests as held by the Secretary of State for India,
the Marquis of Hartington.

The broad statesmanlike view, that actoated Lord
Ripon to repose such high trust and confidence in the
natives of India, is not only calculated to diffuse political
edneation throughont the country among the masses of
the people, but also to help to bind together in bonds of
closer ties all classes of her Majesty’s subjects without
any distinction of creed and colour, age and sex under
the shadow of her angust throne, which will ultimately
constitute a greater safeguard in respect of permanency
of Bntish rule, since no Bureaucratic Governient, how-
ever strong and powerful it may be, can justly hope to
maintain 8 permanent sway on the strength of brute-
force and military power alone, nnless that very strength
is based wpon the heartfelt loyalty, devotion and content-
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ment of the poople. On the other hand, it is the para-
mount duty of conquered subjects not to attribute foul
motives to every action of Government, but to approach
it respectfully with a humble representation of their
material grievances, and convince the Government by
facts, acts and figures and not by rank abuse as is done
by some of our wellmeaning and enthusiastic public
men, as none can deny that the administration prospers
if both the rulers and the ruled understand alike their
respective spheres of duty and act accordingly. Gentle-
men, the detailed particulars of proposals, which the late
Lieutenant Governor Sir Ashley Eden in his Resolution
published in April last on the extension of Local Self-
Government submitted to the Government of India on
the eve of his departure for home, the sum and substance
of which was opposed to the concession of the Elective
system in general and to the appointment of a non-
official Chairman, which fortunately for Bengal has been
vetoed by the Government of India, are not unknown to
you. Having regard to the growing agitation actually
gaining ground on the question all over India, and view-
ing with satisfaction the manifestation of intelligent
concern by the natives of India, Lord Ripon in his re-
vised Resolution dated the 18th May last has conceded
two important points to public opinion, viz., concession
of clective system and appointment of a non-official
Chairman in consequence of which every heart breathing
in the land of the Hindoos is profoundly touched with
the genuine expressions of boundless joy and congratula~
tions and actuated by a deep sense of everlasting grati-
tude to the noble author of those national rejoicings.
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Our present Licutenant Governor Mr. Thomson by a
recent Resolution has made several modifications in
respect of property qualifications required for & voter
and a candidate. In fact His Honor has reduced to half
what was proposed by his illustrious predecessor Sir
Ashley Eden for which we owe him a debt of gratitude.
We must not lose this opportunity to take exception
to two important points, viz, the exclusion of the intel-
lectual qualification, and the imposition of a local rate
a3 proposed in bis Resolution, which, if practically carried
into effect, will virtually shut the doors of admission into
the Local boards of a class of inteliigent and public
spirited young wen, that can be found by hundreds in
the interior parts of districts, and this, we must submit,
is evidently opposed to the declared policy and sound
principles enunciated in the Resolution of the 10th
October 1881 which runs thus:—* With the spread of
education there has been rapidly growing among the
country an intelligent class of public spirited young men
whom it is not only bad policy but sheer waste of power
ot to utilize.” With regard to the imposition of the local
rate it is observable that the widely-felt expressions of
national rejoicings which the noble Resolution has evoked
will be certainly put to a dead lock, if the people are to
learn that they are to buy this small concession of politi-
cal freedom at the expense of their pockets. We have
the highest respect for Mr. Thomson’s Government and
make no doubt at all, that His Honor will hold even
balance on the subject and arrive at a correct finding in
response to pepular cries. With respect to the mode
in which Local Self-Government is to be introduced in



(8)

this district, the task may be clear if the district road-
cess, education and branch committees, were converted
into District and Local boards and their services along
with the machinery of those bodies utilized accordingly.
This may meet the requirements of the people and the
Government demand as well. In conclusion we desire
to join our united action in the universal offering of
heart-felt thanks to Lord Ripon occasioned by the deep
sense of gratitude for the noble ection he has taken
to advance our political training in recognition of which
our hearts being full we can hardly give adequate expres-
sion to our sincere feelings of gratitude for which we
can give every assurance to Lord Ripon that it is not
due to any absence of feelings but to poverty of language
to give expression to our feelings,
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RELIEF MEETING SPEECH.

Delivered at the Grant Hall in October 1886, before a largely
attended meeting in which the District Magistrate Mr. J.
'Anderson Presided. ’

GENTLEMEN,

In response to the call of our District Magistrate Mr.
Anderson who should be publicly thanked for the trouble
he has taken to preside at this mceting designed with a
view to devise means to afford due relief to the distress
consequent on the devastations occasioned by the late flood,
I should not be doing my duty if I were not to support
the scheme suggested by the president in his opening
speech in order to support the weak and succour the |
distressed who have been turned out of their hearths and
homes by the late flood. None can deny that with the
prosperity of the agricultural population, the prosperity
of the country is closely identified, because their labour
constitutes the wealth of the nation. Hence it becomes the
imperative duty of the ruling power charged with the
administration of the country to leave no stone unturncd
to see that the agricultural classes affected by the flood
are sufficiently provided with necessary weans and im-
plements to carry on their cultivation; otherwise if the
Jands remain waste for want of cultivation for a length of
time, it is difficult to predict what a sad outlook it might
not ultimately bring, the ultimate effect of which might
jeopardize and bring the administration of the country
to a standstill in the long run. We are glad to sce that the
Government recoguises this duty, but at the same time it
calls upon the zemindars toshare that duty with the
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Government declaring that it is the duty of the zemin-
dars to help the ryots. Admitting for argument’s sake’
the soundness of the Government declaration as to the

duty of the zemindars to help the ryots, which every

zemindar is in duty bound to do for the sake of huma-
nity, at least to the extent of his powers, does not the
question -arise if it is not the duty of the Government
to help the zemindars in return? I npeed hardly say
that the unanimous sense of the united public voice will
declare the answer to that question in the affirmative,
in consideration of the pitiable position into which the
landed class has been reduced by stern working of the
sun-set law. This sun-set law extinguished the original
proprietors of the land with whom the permanent settle-
ment that was assesed at a very high figure, considering,
the then condition of the soil, interspersed as it was with
jungles, was originally made, And this brought into
cxistence their successors in interest by right of pur-
chase, a class of bona-fide purchasers or capitalists, who
by reclaiming at a very heavy outlay the jungles or waste
lands, that were surrendered to the zemindars by Lord
Cornwallis by way of compensation for the heavy assess-
ment for which they were liable at the time of the
settlement, converted the jungles into a smiling land that
attracted the eye of the Government to. such an extent,
that whatever profits they expect to enjov from the fruits
of their labour by improvement of the land at a heavy
cost guaranteed to them by the authority of the settle-
ment, were all swallowed up by the Government by im-
position of taxation over taxation viz, road-cess, public-
works-cess and income-tax in substantial contravention
4
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of the terms of the permanent settlement. Ience the
poverty of the landed class asa whole, brought on by
their obligation to contract debts over debts in years of
scarcity, famine, and flood, to meet the Government
revenue by clock work time, the law having made them
powerless to realise their rents from their ryots in time,
ean no longer be questioned, There are two ways in
which the Government can be moved to help the zemin-
dars cither by granting remission ‘or suspension of the
Government demand, but unfortunately the Government
hns declered its inability to grant any of the boons asked
for, though it does not fail to impress upon the zemin-
dars in the same breath with a comprehensive idea of
their duty to help their tenantry. Leaving public press
and public opinion to deal with the Government action,
we for our part must not fail to do our duty so far as lies
within the eompass of our humble means to unite to-
gether, to concert measures, to alleviate the distress of
the people occasioned by the flood in the interest of the
country for the sake of humanity. To give practical
effect to this resolution requires pecuniary coutribution,
as no substantial relief can be practically and advantage.-
ously administered to the floodstricken people without
the help of that which constitutes the backbone of every-
thing, that which is “sweeter than boney and brighter
than sun-shine,” I mean money. It becomey the duty
of our opulent eountrymen upon whom fortune smiles
to open their purse-strings in responding to duty’s call in
aid of this luudable project, and thercby to follow the
poble example set by Her Highness the Moharance
Sarnawoyee, & L 0. C. L, who is an incarnation of charity
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‘herself, whose fame hag travelled far across the seag,
‘who has just- announced her genérous offer of fifteen
hundred rupees of contribution through her legnl adviser
‘Babu Baikunta Nath Sen, whose acknowledged abilities
and statesmanlike policy. have contributed to advance
‘much of the Moharanee’s fame, and for. which she no’
‘doubt descrves the grateful thanks of this meeting. If
the association of men of high character and position
can constitute a safeguard against the failure- of any
undertaking, I need hardly add bere isan instance in
.which the chance of that failure can be much minimized
-and reduced to a cypher from the connection of respect-
eble names joined in the committee to be appointed by
this resolution to'raise public subscription to enable the
‘promoters of this meeting to carry ou their noble project,
‘which, however well-considered. it may be, as I have
‘already remarked can never be expected to succeed with-
out the help of money that forms the key-stone of every.
thing. With these remarks I have much pleasure to
‘move the resolution by which a sub-committee consisting
of the following gentlemen is appointed to raise publie
subscriptions to help the distressed,
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Choa School Prize distribution, hetd at Choa in March 1883, and
presided over by the District Magistrate, Mr, H. Mosely.

GENTLEMEN, '
I believe I speak the sense of the general public when
on behalf of this meeting I rise to thank our District
" Magistrage Mr, Mosely most heartily for the trouble he has
taken tg come from Berhampur in response to my invita-
tion in order to preside on the occasion of prize distribution
to the deserving students of- this institution, and to
testify by his presence the warm interest and sympathy
he invariably evinces to encourage and advance education,
I have also to return my personal thanks to him for the
honor he has done me on perusing the report of the school
by alluding to my past services rendered in connection
with the foundation of this institution in such flattering
terms. Admitting that my conneetion dates with the
foundation of this institution, I would be failing in my
duty if I were not to acknowledge in fitting terms the
services of my worthy colleagnes, who have claims as well
npon the gratitude of this village in as much as they ably
seconded me with equal earnestness and ready zeal in
bringing about the re-establishment of this institution on
the 21st August 1878, which was originally founded more
than a score of yearsago by that distinguished philanth-
ropist and liberal patron of lcarning, the late lamented
Joy Narain Bose Sarbadhicary, who never spared pains
and purse, in response toevery call to public good, to
succour the needy, to support the weak and to relieve the
distressed, in consideration of which his services had been
repeatedly recoguized in fitting terms by the Government

and the public alike.
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" ‘The main object of this school was to afford convenient
opportunity to the indigent masses of the people to receive
their elementary education at a very cheap cost, so as to
enable them, on completing the prescribed limit of studies
here, to pursue their studies in Colleges with comparative
advantage, and how far this object has been attained, can
‘be best judged from the results of the examination of the
‘last two years contained in the report read out by the
‘Head Master, from which it appears that the satisfactory
results already achieved reflect credit on the part of the
present Headmaster Soshi Bhusan Bagchee and the Head
Pundit Shoshee Bhusan Battacharyya as testifying to the
diligent attention and earnest exertion with which they
have done full justice to their task ; and I believe I may
be excused if I venture to take the liberty to claim a
certain amount of credit for the unexceptional selection
I made in their appointments when I had to found the
.school, If success attends this school year after year in-
brighter colours which we hope to see under their instruc-
tive training, it may at no distant date stimulate our
enterprize to raise the present status of the school to a
higher standard, which is absolutely necessary for ordinary
education of the people to enable them to under-

 stand practical business before they can rightly aim af
self-government for themselves, Gentlemen, I ask, is it
not high time for us when the liberal policy of the present
Government pervades the entire system of the Indian
administration, when the Government is determined to
foster the development of self-help and the diffusion of
politieal education among the masses of the people, when
the ruling power is really desirous to make an experiment
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.of the policy of the self-government, to show not by
empty words and hollow utterances, but by actual deeds
.and practical action how far we are qualified to take
charge of the responsibilities and task which the Govern-
ment i3 desirous to throw upon our shoulders # The gradual
-spread of education can only help to meet the aspiration
of the rising generation, and that can easily be done by
bringing into existence as many schools as possible fur the
general and elementary education of the general masses
of the people.

The Head-master points out the necessity for cons-
truction of a suitable accommodation for the -echool.
It i3 admitted on all hands that this is one of the
‘erying wants of our school. The site of the school-
‘bouse has already been chosen by the school com-
mittee along with the adjoining lands for its compound
which, as it belongs to me,1 am glad to offer asa gift
to the school and for necessary funds required to cons-
truct the house, I take this opportunity to appeal to my
‘opulent countrymen to open their purse-strings in response
-to the call of patriotism and public spirit, so that the
‘want so sorely felt may be supplied at no distant date,
Ourwarm acknowledgements are also due to Mr. Mosley
for having declared to subseribe Rs. 50 himself and for
having asked pecuniary contribution from the Government
for our help. To commemorate this event, I have much
pleasure to announce my intention to found a silver
medal after his name to be awarded to the success-
‘ful echolarship-holder from this school year by year.

W ——
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ILBERT BILL SPEECH.

Deiivered on the 24th January 1884, in a largely attended meet-
ing, held at the Grant Hall under the presidency of Babu
Ramdas Sen. ’ .

This meeting is organized witha view to condemn
the concordat arrived at between:the Anglo Indian:
Defence Association and the Government of India.
It breaks our heart to say that our beloved Viceroy
Lord Ripon, who has already earned the everlasting
gratitude of two hundred and fifty millions of human:
beings by his impartial and vigorous administration:
of justice and manifestation of liberal sympathies for the
legitimate aspirations of the children of the soil, has
after all thought fit to yield to the clamours of the Anglo
India Clique, and to purchase peace with dishonour
as rightly remarked by the Hindu Patriot, after re~
maining firm and fighting out with a strong hand and-
even balance for our just and noble cause, since the'
introduction of the Ilbert Bill into his council, in spite
of the vigorous opposition of the Anglo Indian class
headed by our present unsympnthetlc Lieutenant Gover-
nor Mr. Rivers Thomson, - '

His Honor's hostile attitude against the success of :
this mcasure, arising from his genuine sympathy and
unaccountable partiality for the white elass of Her
Majesty's subjects, presents a striking contrast to his
official chiefs fervent sympathy and gennine desire’
for granting legitimate concession to the people,’
inspired with a view to preserve and maintain a footing’
of equality in the eye of the law before which all
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classes and sections of Her Majesty’s subjects of
whatever race and creed are called alike to bow in an
equal degree, which in fact constitutes the fundamental
essence of public confidence in the impartial adminis-
tration of British Justice in India. Gentlemen, you are
well aware in what form ‘the Ilbert Bill was originally
drafted, and with what spirit it was conceived, and
what concessions it proposed to give, in recognition
of the legitimate principle involved in it. Since then
very strong opposition was organised by the entire class
of the Anglo Indians all over India, composed of both
official and non-official classes, that led to the creation of
the Anglo Indian Defence Association in Bengal with a
view to thwart the measure altogether by means foul or
fair. The measure, thongh small in its scope, was never- .
theless received with universal approbation by the native
community in consideration of recognition of an impor-
tant principle of a very impartial element involved in it
The effect of this determined opposition on the part of.
the non-official Anglo Indians, corabined with the official
bureaucracy, seems to bave hampered and threatened the
Governmment to such an extent that against the original
proposals of investing mnative Magistrates, with criminal
jurisdiction over European British born subjects, ay con-
templated by the original bill, modifications after modi-
fications were allowed to be introduced in the bill, till it
dwindled down to a very insignificant measure of reform,
that was declared as final by Lord Ripon in the Council
Chamber the other day with the sanction of the Sccretary
of State authorizing eriminal jurisdiction over European
British born subjects of those native Mugistrates who



( 33)

might attain to the position of District Magistrates and
District Judges. Even after this viceregal declaration in
the Council Chamber, which however was loyally accepted
by the native community, inasmuch as it recognised
embodiment of an important principle involving con-
cession of the first instalment of Justice, it is for you to
conceive, gentlemen, how far the public mind can be
startled and the public confidence can be shaken to hear
of the unholy alliance privately contracted between the
ruling power, on the one hand, and Mr. Keswick the
President of the Anglo Indian Defence Association, who
is commonly called the uncrowned hero of the opposition
on behalf of the Anglo Indian class, on the other, through
the mediation of Mr. Aucland Colvin, who has just come
from England and taken charge of the portfolio of finance
in the viceregal Council, and of Mr. Evans, the result of
which is to minimize the practical effect of the bill
altogether by the introduction of the system of trial by
Jury.

Hence, there breathes not an Aryan heart through-
out the length and breadth of India who hesitates to
Join with one united voice in support of the loud protest
raised against the unjustifiable acton of Government.
With these remarks I beg to move the resolution condem-
ning the Concordat and asking the Government to stand
firm against the organised opposition of the Anglo
Indian class and to pass the bill in its original form.

——
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Prize Distribution of Gora Bazar Middle: Vernacular School
held in the Berhampur College in April 1884, presided
over by the Principal of the College Mr. W. B Living-
stone. Largely attended by European and Native
Gentlemen.

At the special requests of my friends Babu Boiknnt
Nath Sen, Gopal Chandra Mookherjee, and others by
whom I am surronnded in this hall, I rise to protest
agninst the humiliating compliment that has been just
now paid to the mtellmence of the Aryan race by Mr.
Livingstone, and to place before the meeting bpecessary
materials in support of that protest to justify my own
ground. But before I do it, I think I would not be do-
ing my duty if I at the outset were not to congratulate
the energetic Secretary of the School, Baboo Mohendra
Nath Mukerjee, on the success that his school has
attained, judging by the creditable working of the
institution along with the successful results in the passing
of examinations already achieved, as evidenced by the
report that has just now been read out to the meeting.
by the Secretary, the practical result of which,if the
present standard of successful working with successful
results be maintained, might tend to increase the public
utility of this institution year by year, which might
ultimately produce some of the best sons of Eengal,
who might contribute in time with a marked degree of
success to advance the can<e of edueation and the litera-
ture of their motherland, a cireurostance which consti-
tutes the fundamental ingredient to elevate the greatness
of mankind.

Mr. Livingstone has drawn a picture of the propor-
tionate capacity of inteilect for every civilized country,
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and compared it ‘with that of India, which he has
declared to be inferior in intelligence to every other
country including Japan, also showing by compari-
son of the relative intellectual merits of each country
‘that not more than 3 per cent in point of intellectual
attainments could be found in India. I may be per-
mitted to observe with reference to this random and
thoughtless remark that ‘the original premise bemg
wrong out of which that untenable inference has been
drawn, the conclusion must be wrong as a matter of
course. This I can fully substantiate with necessary
facts and figures if the meeting gives me time for
doing so. Every student of ancient history knows that
long before the Gothic darkness of ignorance swallowed
up the whcle horizon, Aryan eivilization was in its
prime of glory,“ and Aryan literature, remarkable as it
was for its undying lustre that had once illumined the
literary horizon of the Aryan race and had eclipsed the
literary glory and importance of other nations in the
literary and political annals of the ancient world, was
then exercising its omnipotent importance in the civilized
world, at a time whenour English rulers, immersed as
they were in superstition and ignorance, were stealing
bird’s mests; but now through the decree of fate the
continuous neglect of education has brought about the
degeneration of Aryan souls to such an alarming extent,
that those barbarous Britons have now become the rulers
of the once ancient proud Aryan race through the
influence of western culture and civilization and through
remarkable improvement in science that has made rapid
advance with the fall and decline of the Aryan racé,
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a full caused by their groaning under a yoke of servitude
for a scries of centuries that must have damped and
repressed the noble rage and frozen the genial current of
their souls, as described in Gray’s Elegy.

" “Chill penury repressed their noble rago
And froze the genial current of their souls,”

Now one word more to my young friends and I have
done. If through your untiring exertion any substantial
improvement can be made towards the advancement
of your ancient literature and science, whereby the
regeneration of the Aryan race can be in time effected,
a bright future is before you and here is an opportunity
which you should never miss “with a heart for any fate”
a8 described in Longfellow’s Psalm of Life,

“Let us then be up and doing
With a heart for any fate,

Still achieving, still pursuing,
Learn to labour and to wait,
Heart within and God o'erhead.”

It appears that with the progress of education that
has spread far and wide among the masses of the people,
combined with the rapid advancement of science and
remarkable imnprovement of the Fine Arts through
which the country is just passing, it seems not improbable
that with the perseverence of the natives of India in
the battle of life under the existing altered circumstances
of the country, a fond hope canbe entertained that a
day may dawn when there might be a revival of the
ancient glory of the Aryan race, when they would be
able to constitute a Self-Government or a Social House
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of Commons for themselves, since hope stands pre-
eminent in human heart, as described in" Campbell’s
“Pleasures of Hope.”

“When Murder bared her armer, and rampant War,

" Yoked the red dragons of her iron car ;

When Peace and Mercy banished from the plain,

Sprung on the viewless winds to Heaven again,

Al all forsook the friendless, guilty mind

But Hope, the charmer, lingered still behind.”

Municipal Election Speech delivered at the Berhampur College
under the Presidency of Mr. Livingstone on the 256th
November 1884.

It gives me sincere pleasure to pr'opose Babu Gopal
Chandra Mukerjee as an elegible candidate to represent
this ward, where his long residence, close connection,
intimate knowledge of the growing needs of the people,
Justly entitle him to a seat in the Municipal Board, in
recognition of his services rendered throughout the whole
course of his municipal connection. You, all who have
received ample proofs of his legal attainments, sound
judgment, strong sense of duty, keen interest in muni-
cipal affairs, and above all unquestionable abilities, need
no introduction from me, and I am therefore very glad
of being relieved from mnot a very easy and troublesome
task of having been under an obligation to dissect the
whole history of his merits and demerits 50 as to com-
mend the proposal to your acceptance, He belongs to an
honourable and independent profession, whose varied
experience, professional advice, the municipality will



(38

have on various ‘occasions. Whitherand how the muni-
cipality can be bencfitted by the retention of the services
of such a man, is a question that could be better judged
than described, and which I appeal to your sense of
Jjustice and couscience to decide.

I may here observe that the Government, in view of
the advancing tide of civilization and education and of
the growing demand on the - part of the educated class
for admission into a share in the administration of their
local affairs, has-made two important concessions to
public opinion wiz. the appointment of non-official chair-
men and the introduction of the elective system. This
town to-day is going to reap the fruit of the Iatter, and
when the experirent can be said to be still on its trial,
it should be the bounden duty of the public to see that
the scheme does not turn out to be an utter failure in
the long ran. The best safe-guard that can be adopted
to ensure the success of the measure, is to appreciate due
merit, recognize just claims of deserving candidates, and
countenance the admission of such persons as are willing
totake anactive part and prove themselves useful in
public carcer for the benefit of the public, I need hardly
add that the best gnarantee that can be possibly ex-
pected under existing circumstances in respect of the
success of this measure, could be adequately met by the
election of this gentleman as well as by that of the other
two gentlemen who have been just duly elected, about
the last of whom I can speak without fear of contradic-
tion, that his untiring exertion, unflinching zeal, sacrifice
of valuable time and professional business, and disinter-
ested labours towards the advancement of wmunicipal
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inttrest for the sake of public good, must go a great way.
to establish his claim upon the gramtude of the rate<
payers of this town, -

In conclusion, I desire to add a personal” longmg that
in the furtherance of the object we have in view, we
should be in duty-bound to leave nostone unturned,
leaving aside all differences of opinion and party-feelings,
if any exist, to see that this measure is ultimately brought
to a successful termination ; otherwise the system is sure
to be a fajlure, to the everlasting shame and discredit of
Murshedabad which was once the seat of the Government.
of Bengal under Moslem sway and was once recognized.
as an important factor in the political history of India,

With these’ remarks I beg to resume my seat, pro-
posing Bahu Gopal Chundra Mukerjee, for election. He
will be a valuabla acquisition to the Municipality, and
this T assert paying, due regard to every consideration,
that can be brought to bear on the subject, '

Farewell address to Lord Ripon delivered at the Lard Ripov;
Memorial Meeting held at the Berhampur college on the
6th December. 1884 under the presadency of Babu,
Chandra Kumar Roy

We have met here this evening to do honour to the
retiring Viceroy, who is going to bid farewell to the-

Indian shore, and to join our united voice of regret to.

the touching chorus of the national movement and the

universal and wide-spread demonstration that has been
organized in his favour throughout the length and breadth
of Hindusthan, whose destiny was committed ‘to his:
charge for a period of four years and a half, where every
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native subject of Her Gracious Majesty lingers with s
loving re-iteration upon the syllables that compose his
name, that has become a household word all over India.
The Muse sings glory to those warriors who had built
the mighty fabric of the British Empire in the East, to
those soldiers who had contributed to the extension of
the British Dominion in the East by means of the sword,
to those statesmen who had eonsolidated British Empire
and established peace and order by the introduction of a
system of Government, whereby the security of life and
property has been granted to the people, but she sings
greater glory and honour to him who has laid the founda-
tion stone of the Permanent settlement of the British
Empire upon the essential ingredient that constitutes
the strongest bulwark of the British power in the East
1.¢. the willing allegiance and affection of two hundred
and fifty willions of human beings, whose charge was
entrusted to his care throughout the whole course of his
Indian Viceroyalty for a period of four years and a half.
If there ¢an be any question of importance for public
consideration that does not occasion difference of opinion
amongst the different classes of the people composing
different sections of native opinion, it is this outpouring
of national feelings to mark their appreciation, occasioned
by the deep semse of gratitude for his Lordship’s un-
questionably noble intentions and noble attempts to give
due effect to the Charter Act of 1833 and the Royal
Proclamation of 1858, that characterised the entire tenure
of his administration, in consequence of which every
heart of India is deeply affected, and moved by genuine
expressions of unfeigned surrow for the approaching
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departure of His Excellency, than whom never had a
Viceroy held such a remarkable hold upon the hearts of
the countless millions of Her Majesty’s subjects. That
he was actuated by noble motives free from race bias to
ameliorate the condition of all classes of Her Majesty's
subjects, and to hold even balance in respect of the diffu-
sion of political advantages to the rulers and the ruled,
is an unquestionable fact that cannot be denied even by
his rancorous opponents, who spared o effort, time, and
purse, to hurl abuses and invectives upon his devoted
head and impute to him unworthy motives, All this
he bore with the meekness of a lamb, though armed with
sufficient power to wreak vengeance upon them with the
generous ferocity of a lion, If I had been gifted with
the inexhaustible supply of oration and an extraordinary
power over the English language, I would have been found
hardly competent to deal with Lord Ripon's administra-
tion with perfect justice, which making due allowance
for his occasional weakness and short-comings, and
judging by the standard of average result already
achieved, has been a decided success, and which hasin
fact given a new lease of life to the political aspirations
of the rising generation. To erris human, It is there-
fore no wonder that he would be subject to those mis-
takes and failings which invariably fall to the common
lot of mankind, It cannot be denied that in the
carrying out of his programme of business which he
laid before the public on his accession to the throne of
Hindustan, he did not meet with that amount of success
that would have been fully achieved, had it not been
for the want of support of his colleagues in Council,
6
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lukewarmness of his subordinates, and the disloyalty
of the whole official class, who, asa rule, were arrayed
in opposition, to throw cold water upon the warmth of
his ardour in carrying out some of his cherished schemes
and measures, viz., the Ilbert Bill and the Local Self-
Government Bill, and thereby to defeat them altogether.
These however were initiated and introduced with dua
regard to the interest of all classes and with a single-
minded eye to the lasting good of India; and hence
his practical action could not come up to the mark of
his earlier utterances and professions, but still that he
was prompted by the best of motives is a fact that stands
unchallenged.

This is not the time and occasion for me to sketch
e review of the whole administration of Lord Ripon,
That will be tantamount to recounting the history of
India for the last four yearsand a half, as that would
pecessitate a length of time that is sure to tire your
patience. I shall therefore rest content with noticing
only some of his important administrative and legislative
measures, that attracted the attention of the public and
exposed him to hostile criticism of the press and adverse
comment of the public, from two different stand points
of view,

By the repeal of the Gagging Aect, that is, the Verna-
cular Press Act, he has removed the restriction placed
upon the freedom of the vernacular press by his prede-
cessor Lord Lytton, who, in his address to an influential
public meeting of Manchester some years ago, claimed
for himself the credit of governing India under a policy
and principle framed not in accordance with her require-
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‘ments and wishes but dictated by whims and caprices
of the English people, which he declared to be the
guiding policy and principle under which the . greatest
dependency of Her Majesty’s crown were to be governed,
in consequence of the advancement of the English people
for centuries, over the voiceless millions of India. He
has developed the decentralization scheme propounded
by Lord Mayo and introduced the scheme of Local Self
Government with a view to foster the popular and
political education of the people. He has appointed
the Education Commission in order to place the education
of the country upon a broader and more advantageous
basis, He has encouraged indigenous arts and manu-
factures in order to cherish the developement of native
crafts, which will serve as a due impetus to the children
of the soil for competition on & better footing with the
commercial pursuits of England, He has afforded due
facilities regarding the publication of legislative measures
with a view to stimulate expression of public opinion,
He has passed measures for relieving distress among the
agricultural classes and for regulating remission and
suspension of land revenue according to a systematic
method. He has vetoed the Abkari Bill and the Game
Preservation Bill passed by the Bombay Legislature in
response to the popular cry, with a view to advance the
good of the Bombay people. He has adopted sufficient
safe-guard by issue of necessary circulars, rules, and orders,
whereby the object of the Assam Emigration Bill might
not be frustrated, and its salutary provision might
not be practically abused by executive indiscretion,

He has maintained the very principle of the Iibert
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Bill which-was right and left denounced by his country-
men with such a fiery opposition, that modifications
after modifications were introduced in the bill to such
an extent that it bas ultimately dwindled into nothing.
He has recast the Bengal Tenancy Bill that has been
unfortunately assailed by both parties affected by the
measure in consequence of the sweeping changes and
‘complicated procedure introduced in it, the practical
result of which will bring no good to any party. Now
sll these are actsin addition to other measures of im-
portance, which time does not allow me to bring before
this meeting, the sole tendency of those measures being
to bring out material advancement of India directly or in-
directly, the ultimate result of which is calculated to
enshrine his name in every page of the Indian History and
to establish his claim upon the lasting gratitude of the
nation.

Ia conclusion, I may be permitted to observe that it
is a well known saying, that out of the fulness of the
beart the mouth speaks, but there are occasions when the
tongue is quite incapable of giving adequate expression
out of the fulness of heart. This has exactly become the
case with the natives of India, who now feel conscious
incapacity to convey an adequate expression of their
grateful thanks to Lord Ripon. His Lordship may rest
assured that this arises not from any want of feelings,
but from want of suitable language to give due expression
to their feelings of gratitude for His Excellency, in
recognition of his services rendered to the cause of

India, .
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Remarks on the Rent Bill or the Bengal Tenan&y Bilt submitted
to Government through the Murshedabad Association
and the British Indian Association on the 20th, January
1885. ‘

Before attempting to approach the subject, it seems
absolutely necessary to review the relative positions and
attendant privileges of the parties affected by the
measure, pending consideration before the Legislative
Council of the Government of India, which they had
respectively enjoyed before or at the time of the Perima-
nent Settlement. Prior to this Permanent Settlement,
the Decennial settlement had been in existence, whereby
the rents were assessed for every 10 years, and the
zemindars required to make payment accordingly. This
kind of settlement not having suited the convenience
of the ruling power, the Government of the day came
to the conclusion, in consideration of the existing ecir-
cumstances and of various other financial and political
necessities, to effect a settlement with the landed class
of Bengal and Behar in 1793, whereby their best interests
might be duly served, under the compliance with the
requisition of the Court of Directors of the East India
Company.

At a time, when the country was laid waste and depo-
pulated, and when it was fast sinking into pressing financial
cmbarassments, in  consequence of a terrible famine that
had ravaged the Provinces far and wide in 1770; at o
time, when the British supremacy in the East was hardly
fully established on & firm footing ; at a time, when
people could hardly fully realize the blessings of the British
rule ; at a time, whea the ruling power was hardly able
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to afford due security of life and property to the people;
ata time, whenin place of asettled Government, dis-
order and confusion spread everywhere throughout the
length and breadth of the land; at a time, when in
consequence of the horrible extortion of the East India
Company’s servants, charged with the administration
of the country, the people were obliged not to regard
the Company’s administration as an unmixed blessing ;
at a time, when British power was more dependent upon
the sword and the martial valour of her arms than upon
the strength of her constitutional laws ; at a time, when
the Company’s treasury was hardly sufficient to maintain
an adequate number of British troops, which constituted
the bulwark of the state, upen whom lay the only hope
to wield the sceptre of power and the reins of Govern-
ment, this Permanent Settlement was proposed and
carried into effect by Lord Cornwallis, on behalf of
the East India Company through exigencies of state
policy, not with a view to benefit either the ryots or the
actual cultivators of the soil or the zemindars or the
rent-receivers of the day, but with the avowed object
of replenishing the empty coffers of the Company that
might enable them to maintain requisite supply of
British troops, in order to carry on due administration
of the Government, as could be best judged from its
position described above. Under the terms of the
varions regulations styled the Permanent Settlement
regulations, the rents were asscssed at ten-elevenths of
the gross rental amounting to about Rs 28,500,000, and
the zemindars, whatever they were before, were recog-
nized a8 the actual proprieters of the soil, and authorized -
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to hold lands in perpetuity, subject to the punctual pay-
ment and proper discharge of their revenue engagement
with the Government, and in consideration of this heavy
assessment that ultimately led to the extinction of a great-
er proportion of the land-holding class with whom the
original settlement was directly made, they were allowed
to retain possession of the huge mass of waste land and
to bring them under proper cultivation free from any
further charge in future, and to deal with it in the best
way they thought proper, and to enjoy the fruits of their
respective good management, industry and expense,
and to derive exclusive advantage of the reclamation
of the jungles, with which the country was then in-
terspersed, by which these losses, occasioned by this
ruinous assessment, were to be recouped. In consequence
of this ruinous assessment, the greater proportion of
the land-holding class with whom the Permanent Settle-
ment was originally contracted, having ceased to exist,
a succession of bonafide purchasers came in and employed
capital and labour to bring the waste lands under cultis
vation and eventually succeeded in lightening the burden
of the so-called assessment by the extension of cultivation
over a wider area, till in course of time with extended
tillage, probably double the previous area of the time
of the Settlement, and with rise in the value of money,
probably 4 times the price of produce that prevailed at
the time of the Settlement, and, with the increase of,
propulation, the rent roll of the zemindars, according to
the Board of Revenue’s roadcess returns and Mr, Justice
Cunningham'’s statement, came to a round sum of about
a little more than 13 crores of rupees which has now
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become an eye sore to the Government. The Settlement
having defined the rights of the different classes of depend-
ent tenure-holders and cultivators of the soil, declares that
“subject to certain prescribed restrictions regarding lands
in the pessession of these ryots or cultivators of the
soil, the zemindar or the actual proprietor of the soll,
is to let the remaining land of his zemindari or estate in
whatever manner he may think proper,” that “no power
will then exist in the country by which the rights vested
in the land-holders by the regulations can be infringed
or the value of landed property affected”, and that with
this reservation of power to the Government they
would be able to interfere simply for the benefit of the
actual cultivators of the soil when occasion demanded
It will be thus seen that the zemindars did not of their
own accord wish for the Settlement, but that it was forced
upon them by the Government through the exigencies
of the State, and that the entire body of the subsequent
purchasers improved the land by a heavy outlay of labour
and capital on a firm belief in the solemn pledge, honour,
and faith of the British Government, that their pro-
prietory rights guaranteed by the Settlement would never
be interfered with for all times to come.

It has been argued by the supporters of the bill that
the zemindars had no legal status whatever before 1703,
and that they were nothing but mere creatures of the
Permanent Settlement, in rebutting which statement it
becomes neceésary to go back to the olden days and con-
sider the system of Mahomedan Government and Maho-
medan land laws that had governed the country fora
scries  of century before the establishment of British
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power in India. It cannot be denied on the authority
of Mr. Neil B. E. Baillie, the author of the Mahamadan
Land Law, that the imposition of Kkiraj or land tax had
been in existence under the Mahomedan Government, by
which the state share of the soil was assessed at one
third the produce of the land by the Moghul Emperor
Akbar’s Finance Minister, Raja Todar Mull, during Akbar’s
reign, which was however subsequently raised to one half
during the government of his great grandson Aurangzeb,
and which ultimately came to be reckoned at 1th ( one
fourth ) the produce of the soil under the successive
administrations. With the grant of Diwani to the East
India Company by the Emperor Shah Alum in 1765,
this right of Khiraj was handed over to them, and it was
subsequently sold to the landed class by Lord Cornwallis
under the terms of the Permanent Settlement in 1793.
Under Moghul Government the zemindars or rent recei-
vers had been in enjoyment of this right in accordance
with their respective terms of agreement with the State.
It will thus appear that the zemindars, far from being
creatures of the Settlement, had proprietory rights in the
land. Adumitting, for argument’s sake, that the zemindari
right was the ercation of the settlement, with what
Justice, equity and expediency, it has been held reasonable
to annul that time-immemorial right enjoyed without
disturbance for a century, guaranteed by the Settlement,
on plea of interference on behalf of the cultivators
of the soll, under the reservation clause contained in
the Regulation, we fail to comprehend, Having once
ratified the Scttlement, and having pledged sulemn word
never to interfere with it, and baving reiterated that
7
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promise in all the subsequent statutes passed by the
Government, it would, .in fact, be a breach of national
faith, and hence violation of the national pledge, if the
Government were now to attempt after lapse of a century
to subverse that right under cover of interference for the
welfare of the ryots and for correct interpretation and
construction of the terms of the Settlement. ‘

Granting that the Permanent Settlement was a
mistake, and that the whole host of British administrators
have blundered for a century to make a correct inter-
pretation of its terms, and that it was subsequently
reserved for Messrs Mackenzie and Okinealy to explain
its true construction, it would be still reasonable and
equitable in consonance with the principles of justice,
on the part of the Government to purchase all the
zemindars’ estates at twenty years’ purchase, and to in-
demaify their loss, if occasioned thereby, because these
zemindars relying on the faith of the British Government
bave invested their capital and spared no effort to im-
prove the land, and hence it would be a matter of scrious
hardship and injustice for them to be told after a century
that the Permanent Settlement had not guaranteed to
them any proprietory rights, and hence they can claim no
such right at all in the land whatever.

Apart from this, the Zemindars have every claim npon
the consideration of the Government, inasmuch as they
had to collect Riad cess and Public Works cess from the
ryots, on behalf of Government and to make goud
the deficit, if any. Since transfer of Rent Suits from
Revenue Courts to Civil Courts in 1861, the Zemindars
felt the greatest inconvenience and bardship to realize
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their ' undisputed and just rents in consequence of
incidental delays, consequent on cumbrous procedure of a
Civil Court, which was made clear from the fact of
Government having been under an.obligation to pass
the Certificate Act and several other Acts to recover -
their dues as land-lord in the Khas-mahal estates. Accor-
dingly, promise was held out to the Zemindars in 1871,
whose liability to Road cess collection from the tenants
was thrust upon their shoulder, that legal facilities would
be afforded to enable them to realize speedily their just
rents, and this pledge was further re-iterated to them
when the further burden was put upon them regarding
the collection of the Public Works-cess in 1878,

To redeem this pledge, the then Lieutenant Governor
of Bengal, Sir Richard Temple, introduced a bill in the
local council, but it was then felt that the bill could not
be passed unless the whole rent question, dealing with
the respective rights of land-lords and tenants, were fully
considered ; and to attain this object the Rent Commission
were appointed in 1879, who drew up a bill on the principle
that the land of the country belongs to the people of
the country, based on the report published by them
and called it the Draft Rent Bill, which introduced
provisions calculated to effect re-distribution of property,
and re-cast the relations of land-lord and tenant, and to
disturb their existing peaceful relations in all and every
respect.  The bill having been drafted under the grossest
delusions as to real facts and figures, -and the several
revolutionary clauses having been thought impracticable
and unworkable, it was withdrawn and subsequently suc-
cceded by the Tenancy Bill, which aims at new rights,
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strange clauses, new provisions, caleulated to revolutivnize
the existing system, to innundate the country with a bound-
less ocean of litigation, to disturb the existing harmony
between land-lord and tenant, to set class against class,
to infringe the provisions of the Permanant Settlement, to
destroy the proprietory rights of the Zemindar, to give
rise to a host of middle-men, to convert the Zeminders
into mere annuitants of the soil, to jeopardize the
interests of the actual cultivators, and to place them
ab every step upon the tender mercy of money lenders.
The Bill has been drafted under the erroneous impression,
that the Zemindar has been rack-renting his tenant to
such an alarming extent that his rent roll has been
increased from 3 crores to more than 13 crores a year,
in consequence of which, legislative interference is said
to have been considered necessary. Now having due
regard to the fact that the area of cultivation has doubled
and the price of produce and the population have increas-
ed four-fold, it can be shown to demonstration that
3crores at the time of the Settlement, represents
13 crores to-day. Hence, instead of rack-renting his
tenants, the Zemindar has asserted his rights and enhanc-
ed his rent so mischievously low that a huge mass of
middle-men sprang up between them and the ryots, who
absorb the greater proportiou of the profits of the soil.
Thus, it appears that the primary object of the legis-
lature was to invest the land-lord with legal power under
a short summary procedure for speedy relization of his
- undisputed rent and re-adjustment of enhancement on
a better footing, in redemption of the pledge repeatedly
held out to him when the liability of Road cess and
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Public Works cess collection was thrown upon his
shoulder ; but the Bill, as it stands in its present form, falls
far short of the requiste requirements. It has attempted to
improve the position of the ryot, and invest him with new
rights on a mistaken belief of his having enjoyed those
rights before the Permanent Settlement, by curtailing
considerable functions of the vested rights and privileges
of the land-lord in direct ‘contravention of the Perma-
nent Settlement, though unfortunately the practical result
of the Bill will be, that neither the Zemindar nor the
actual cultivator of the soil, for whom legislative protection
is said to have been considered necessary, will be profited,
but that a third party, namely, the money-lender, who
seems to have no claim upon the consideration of the
Government, would be very likely to reap the benefit of
law, contrary to the intention of the legislature.

Thus, certain privileges and substantial rights have
been conceded to the tenure-holder and occupancy ryot,
in subversion of the proprietory right of the land-lord,
guaranteed by the Permanent Settlement ; for instance,
provisions embodied in the Bill regarding legalization of
transferability of tenure and free sale, and abolition of
contract, will go a great way to foster litigation and
injure the interest of both the land-lord and the ryot.

Then follow remarks and comments on every section
of the draft bill suggesting necessary modifications,
additions, and alterations.
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BENGAL TENANCY ACT MEETING.

Speech delivered at a meeting of the Central Committes of the
Land-holders of Bengal and Behar, held at the Hall of
British Indian Association on the 20th April, 1885, to
adopt memorials to the Secretary of State and to both
Houses of Parliament against the Bengal Tenancy Act,
Moharaja Narendra Krishna presiding, and about 800
representative Zemindars attending,

I rise, Sir, to lend the weight of my feeble support to
the resolution, just so ably moved and seconded by Nawab
Mir Mahamed Ali and Mr. Wetheral respectively, Con-
sidering the lateness of the hour, I shall best consult the
convenience of this meeting by abstaining myself from
passing any detailed criticism upon the Bengal Tenancy
Act, which has introduced such innovations and provisions
as were calculated to benefit materially the land-jobbing
money-lenders, contrary to the intention of the legislature,
at the expense of the Zemindar and the ryot,and to unsettle
their present relations by bringing constant interference of
the Civil Court and the Revenue authorities to bear upon '
them ia every ordinary transaction of their mutual
interests, As the statesman has most ably and eloquently
demolished all the charges heaped upon the devoted head
of the unfortuvate Zemindar, by a marvellous display of
unassailable facts and figures, and as the principles and
prominent details of the Act have just been dealt with by
the mover and the seconder of the first Resolution, I do
not consider it necessary to tread the track already
trodden by themn. The remarkable degree of tact and
ability with which this aspect of affairs was pressed
upon the notice of the Imperial Legislative Council, by
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my hon'ble friend Babu Peary Mohon Mukerjee, fully
justifies me to add the force of my humble testimony to
the gratifying compliment just so deservedly paid to him
by the supporter of the first resolution,

I shall now attempt to show whether, and to what
extent, the Government was justified under clause I,
Sec. 8, Reg. 1, 1793, to interfere directly between the
Zemindar and the tenant, and whether such direct inter-
ference ought to be accompanied by substantial compen-
sation or not. Assuming that the Government had the
legislative  power, reserved under the said clause, to
interfore for promotion of the ryot’s welfare, still it is
evident, that ordinary interference for the advancement of
the ryot’s interests is one thing, and extraordinary -inter-
ference for infringement with the vested rights of the
land-lord is quite another thing, and that being so, no
hue and cry would have been raised, had the Government
acted up to the spirit of the clause, without attempting
to affcet redistribution of property as contemplated by the
Act. That the legislature had in view the restriction of
the legislative power to the extent of mere ordinary inter-
ference for the furtherence of the ryots’ interest, and that
1t did not contemplate direct interference with the vested
rights of the land-lord, appears to be clear beyond any
possibility of doubt from the terms of the Reg. 2 of 1793,
which runs thus :—

“No power will then exist in the country by which the
rights vested on the land-lords could be infringed or the
value of landed property affected.”

When in the face of such express prohibition conveyed
in the terws of the Regulation, the Government has taken
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the law in its own hand, such direct interference on the
part of the ruling power for the ryot's welfare, at the
expense of the land-lord, cannot but lead to breach of faith ;
and in giving expression to this view I can count upon the
support of no less a mighty authority than the Parlia-
mentary Report of the select Committes of the House of
Commons of 1832, which says :—

“Unless the Government should either by public or
private purchase acquire the Zemindary tenure, it would
under the existing circumstances be deemed a breach of
faith to interfere directly between the Zemindar and the
tenant for the purpose of fixing the amount of land tax
demandable from the latter under settlement of 1792-
1793

Admitting for the sake ef argument that the Govern-
ment had the absolute legislative power on the question,
without any restriction whatever ; admitting that the
Permanent Settlement was nothing but a mere piece of
waste paper, as far as any guarantee of proprietory right to
the land-lord was concerned ; admitting that the huge host
of British administrators here laboured under a sad delusion
for a century as to its real interpretation ; and admitting
that it was subsequently reserved for two young civilians
to explain its true construction, still none can, concienti-
ously deny, that common fairness and ordinary principles
of equity and justice should decree adequate compensation
for the proprietory right of the land-lord; and this view
of the question has been subscribed to by the opinion of
no less an eminent personage than Mr. Holt Mackenzie,
who was examined as a witness by the select committee
of the House of Commons in 1832, and who 1is reportud
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to have said on the point of the right of Government
interference :  “If done without their consent, we must,
I apprehend, interfere by a new law and be prepared to
give the zemindars compensation or allow deduction of
revenue.” Hence, to make the two ends meet, it would
be a bare act of equitable justice on the part of the .
Government to buy up all the zemindari right at twenty
years' purch.ase, and invest the sale proceeds in Govern-
ments securities in such a way as to secure for every
Zemindar his present income derived from his zemindari,
since these zemindars, relying on the faith and honour of
the British Government, have spared no pains and purse
to turn into a smiling land all the unreclaimed jungles
surrendered to them absolutely by way of compensation
for the ruinous assessment by the Permanent Settlement,
which was forced upon them by Lord Cornwallis in 1793,
not with a view to benefit either the zemindar or the ryot,
but with a view to amply replenish the exchequer of the
East India Company.

The measure is said to have been conceived no doubt
to save the ryot from the “Horrors of eviction,” but unfor-
tunately such hasbeen the practical wisdom underlying
the prominent features of the Act, that even the class,
in whose interest the legislative machinery is said to have
been moved, after making due allowance for the benovo-
lent intentions of the Gevernment, hesitated not a
moment to join hand in hand with the zemindar to
condemn this obnoxious measure in no measured terms.
When the unanimous public verdict of the two conflicting
interests, affceted by the measure, has repeatedly pointed
in favour of the withdrawal of the measure, the justice

8
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of pushing forward this obnoxious bill, and of sealing
the same with legislative and executive sanction, in the
teeth of national opposition, is 8 question that can only
be settled by reference to the British Parliament, and
by appeal to the sense of justice and national conscience
of England, which has however never been found wanting
to recognise the principle, “give the devil his due.” In
consideration of the universal denunciation raised by the
press and the public, combined with the general impres-
sion as to the justice of our cause, I make no hesitation to
support the Resolution standing in my name.

——————y

Speech on Patwari Bill delivered at a meeting of the British
Indian Association on the 29th April 1885.

GENTLEMEY,

Every consideration that can be brought to bear on
the subject of the revival of the Patwari system leads
me to raise my feeble voice against the Patwari Bill now
pending consideration before the legislative council of
Bengal, which would practically conduce to the benefit
of neither the zemindar nor the ryot. This bill is to
supply a necessary auxiliary and corollary of the Bengal
Tenancy Act, the salutary provisions of which concerning
the cadastral survey and record of rights, it is believed,
could not be invested with practical utility and productive
of beneficial results, unless the Bill in question is sealed
with the sanction of the legislature and clothed with the
authority of the law of the land. The object of the Eill
is said to have been to collect requisite informativns
reganding the agricultural statistics of the country and
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a complete record of rights for the purpose of helping
the zemindar and the ryot in the management of their
respective business. It is proposed to make Patwari a
Government servant, and levya cess, called the Patwari
cess, upon the parties benefitted by the measure, at the
rate of 3 pies per rupee on the gross rental -to meet the
cost to be incurred by the revival of the system. Admit-
ting the laudableness and soundness of the object that
guides the ruling power to bring forward this measure,
which if successfully and practically gained, will contribute
not a little to the efficiency of good Government, I am
inclined to think that the schemes and plans by which the
Government has attempted to carry out its object will not
be likely to commeénd to the approval of the parties in
furtherance of whose interest legislative interference is
said to have been considered necessary, since these Pat-
waris with inadequate remuneration under the existing
state of things are not expected to_ belong to an honest
class of officers, sufficiently alive to the sense of conscien-
tious duty and responsibility beyond the 1each of tempta-
tion, the practical result of which would be that the
opulent zemindar and the wealthy ryot will reap the bene-
fit,at the expense of the petty zemindar and the poor
ryot respectively through the intervention of gold into
the pockets of the ill-paid needy Patwaris and that the
accounts submitted would be hardly accurate and complete,
as their chief source of information is to emanate from
the zemindar and would be very likely to be mischievous,
inasmuch as the same is to be looked upon as reliable
evidence, coming as it does, from his capacity as a publie
scrvant.  The Court of Directors also in their Despatch,
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dated 1815, said, “By such appointment if his natural
connexion with the zemindar weroe destroyed, it might be
fearad that the Patwari would in many cases be rendered
the more, from his character asa public servant, of being
the tool of oppression on the ryot and frand on Govern-
ment. In other cases fostering the intrigues of the ryots,
he might bring ruin on the zemindar and severely injure
public revenue.” Leaving aside the question of the pro-
priety of the revival of the system, the beneficial opera-
tion of which had been frustrated in course of the Maho-
medan and British Goyernments, and having due
regard to the fact of the Patwari cess having been abo-
lished by Lord Ripon in North Western Provinces, 1
cannot resist the temptation of declaring, that the propo-
sal is to be condemned all the more, inasmuch as it goes
to pave the way for direct taxation which has been found
by experience to be unsuited to the circumstances of the
country and the habits and nature of the people, not to
speak of extreme hardship, annoyance and harassment
occasioned by the inquisitorial enquiry proceeding from
it. Hopes are entertained that the measure will not be
likely to give rise to any additional taxation upon the
land, and that the interests of both the zemindar and
the tenant would be best safe guarded against the extor-
tion practised by the Patwari upon them, with reference
to which I may be permitted to observe that when the
Patwari is to be a Government servant, charged not with
the duty of the collection of rents for the zemindar, but
with the duty of systematic maintenance of the record
of rights, and when the zemindar will be under an obli-
gation to bear the necessary expenses of the suitable staff
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of collecting machinary for collection of his rents, and
when the obligation of the ryot even if he now pays Hisha-
bana to the zemindar’s gomastah, will remain all the same,
over an] above the Patwari tax to be paid to the Govern-
ment, how those hopes are expected to be realized, I fail
to understand. ‘ '

Speech at a monster meeting, held at the Town Hall in February
1886, to protest against the passing of the Licence
Tax Bill.

GENTLEMEN, .
The Bill owes its origin to the financial pressure of
the Government," occasioned by the depreciating value
_of silver and the enormous cost incurred by the Burmese
war, on account of the military preparations carried on
to strengthen the defences of the North-Western
Frontier. The object of the Bill is to replenish the
exchequer drained by the military and political exigencies:
of the State, as has been already explained by the pre~
ceding speakers by the imposition of an income-tax at the-
rate of two and a half per cent. for annual incomes below-
Rs. 2000, and 2 per cent. for incomes above that amount,,
which was abolished by Lord Northbrook in consideration
of the unanimous and widespread opposition raised against:
the tax, that experience has declared to be such as can
be proved to be out of all proportion to the circumstances.
of the country and to the habits and nature of the people,
not to speak of the boundless harassment and annoyance
caused by the inquisitional nature of the enquiry, in-
scparable from practical and legal enforcement of the
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provisions of this Bill, which is sure to be passed into law
within 24 hours, as has just been predicted by the Indian
Burk Babu Surendra Nath Banerjee, in his soul-stirring
speech, in spite of the loud and unanimous protest emanat-
ing from this monster meeting that seems to rend the sky.
Adumitting that the present bill is limited in its scope, and
not like its predecessor, who can say that it is not the
thin end of the wedge? The very fact, that a wise and
sagacious statesman of Lord Northbrook’s stamp consider-
ed it consonant with the principles of equity and justice
to abolish the tax, requires that a very strong and in-
evitable necessity must be shown before the Government
can be reasonably expected to ask the taxpayers to con-
tribute to the diminished resources of the State. How
 far that necessity has been proved, would appear from the
absence of the Budget Statement, which should have
been laid before the public, before the financial proposals
of the Government should be reasonably allowed to be
embodied in a definite measure of this kind; so that
the classes affected by the Bill could have got sufficient
opportunities to ascertain the financial position of the
Empire, and to say their say oa the matter, and to make
known their wants and wishes to the constituted authori-
ties of the land Granting for argument's sake, that the
Budget Statement confirms the Vice-regal declarations
on the point, then the question arises, why the manufac-
turers of Lanchashire and Cheshire should be benefitted
at the expense of the overburdened taxpayers of India;
or, in other words, why the cotton duties that were sur-
rendered by the Government from party considerations,
for the sake of a dozen votes of Lancashire, should nut
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be re-imposed, and the salt tax should not be enhanced
to meet the estimated deficit. The arguments advanced
by the Finance Member to silence objections on the point,
can hardly suffice to convince the Indian public, why the
reimposition of those fruitful sources of revenue, the
maximum of which can be easily levied with a minimum
of trouble and cost, was not resorted to, to protect the
import trade of India in the interest of India alone; but
rather the impression is gaining ground throughout India,
that nothing but party considerations influenced the
Home-authorities, to subordinate the interest of India
and to sacrifice it altogether before the altar of their
personal interest, calculated to secure their stability
in offic. The Bombay Burma Trading Company, at
whose instance the Burmese war was undertaken, which
war resulted in a heavy deficit, should be asked with equal
justice to contribute a lion’s share to make up that deficit
by all means. With these remarks, I beg to re-support
the Resolution already supported by the previous speaker
asking the Government to defer passing the Bill, which,
however, unfortunately is likely to be sealed with the
sanction of the Legislature, at to-morrow's sitting of the
Council.
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Speech on Murshidabad History, defivered at an inaugural
meeting, held at the Berhampur College, on the 24th
August, 1887, under the presidency of the District Judge,
Mr. T. D. Beighton and attended by the Nawab Bahadoor,
and other members of the Nizamut Family and all the
aristocratic representatives of the District.

“ In response to the call of our worthy President, who
has so generously come forward to support the object of
this meeting, I have the unfeigned pleasure to move the
Resolution. Murshidabad being the ancient capital of
Bengal, it can well be the subject of history. And any
one undertaking to write the history of Murshidabad
fully deserves our sympathy and active help, pecuniary
or otherwise. The would-be-historian has already made
himself known to you by his Lives of Justices D, N.
Mitter and, Sambhu Nath Pandit; and judging by the
success he has already achieved, you may feel confident
that he would be the right man in the right place, to
complete the gigantic task he has undertaken. But as
money is essentially necessary for such an undertaking,
I fervently hope that our noble Nawab Bahadur, the
worthy Maharani, and the wealthy and patriotic personages
of our country, would not allow such a useful project to
drop for want of funds.

Looking to the character and position of the gentle-
men forming the sub-committee, no one, I am sure, should
feel any hesitation to contribute towards raising the
necessary funds.”

With these remarks I beg to move the resolution that
runs thus :—
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“That a Sub-Committee be formed consisting of the
following gentlemen and officers, '
His Highness The Nawab Bahadur,
' T. D. Beighton, Esquire (President).
Sultan Shahib,
Nawab Zainabaddin,
Roy Budh Sing,
Roy Dhunput Sing,
Roy Megh Raj Bahadoor,
Roy Shetab Chand Bahadoor,
Roy Bissen Chand Dudhuria,
Babu Golap Chand Nowlukka,
»  Srish Chunder Bose Survadicary,
» Radhica Charan Sen,
» Srinath Pal, .
» Hari Krishna Mozumdar,
» DBaikantha Nath Sen,
» Nobin Chunder Gangooly,
» Dina Nath Gangooly,
» Barada Prosad Bagehi (Secretary),
» Mohendra Nath Mukerjee (Treasurer),
with powers to add to their number in order to raise
subscription for the work.
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THE SYSTEM OF TRIAL BY JURY.

Speech delivered at Grant Hall, Berhampore, on the 4th Decem-
ber, 1892, at a monster meeting under the Presidency of
Rai Dhunpat Singh Babadur. '

The resolution I am asked to move runs thus :—

“That this meeting respectfully prays that his Excel-
lency the Viceroy in Council be pleased to advise the
Bengal Government to rescind its recent order regarding
the system of Trial by Jury, and to consider the propriety
of not only modifying Scc. 269 of the Criminal Procedure
Code in such a way that the withdrawal of the system
already extended to any part of the country shall not be
made dependent on an executive order of the Local
Government, but also of extending the operation of the
Jury System into all parts of India.”

This resolution, I need hardly say, dealing as it does
with provisions of law, should have been placed in charge
of a law man, who, as can be npatumlly expected, could
have handled the subject with a master hand, instead of
being put upon the shoulder of an ordinary layman like
my humble sclf, who cannot claim professional knowledge
to do full justice to the same. The resolution appears to
be divided into three parts, the first part dealing with the
withdrawal of the Jury Notification, issued by the present
Licutenant-Governor of Bengal, Sir Charles Elliot, the
2nd part, with the amendment of the Sec. 269 of the
Criminal Procedure Code, and the last part ending with
the qnestion of extension of the Jury system into all
parte of India.

It is necessary for me to take up the three points in-
volved in the Resolution, one by one and to deal with
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them from every possible stand point of view, but as that
would require a considerable length of time, I am obliged..
to claim “your indulgence, gentlemen, and to ask your
favour to control your patience for about a couple of
hours, to enable me to complete the onerous task imposed
upon me, to the satisfaction of this meeting, considering
the important issues involved in the subject matter of
this resolution. At a time, when internal peace and -
tranquility reigos throughout the length and breadth:
of Hindoosthan from the Himalayas to Cape Comorin
and from Burmah to the mountain range of Hindukoosh ;
at a time, when foreign relations continue to be friendly,
80 far as their connection with India is eoncerned,—India,
the richest diadem of Her Gracious Majesty's Imperial
Crown ; at a time, when the military frontier of the
Indian Empire is neither threatened by external aggres-
sions, nor is its “scientific frontier,” in the words of the
late Tory minister Lord Beaconsfield, disturbed by a
change of policy on the part of the present head of the
Liberal Government Mr. Gladstone, who now guides the
destinies of the British Empire, upon which the sun
never sets; at a time, when education has spread far
and wide amongst the masses of the people, a circums-
tance which the present occupsnt of the Musnud of
Belvedere thinks so much of, judging by the degree of
warm encouragement and cordial eympathy evinced by
him in the matter; at a time, when improvements are
being effected in every department of the Fine Arts,
through the influence of Western education and Western
culture; at a time, when the working of the Local
Sclf Government Act and of the Municipalities have
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been declared satisfactory, on the whole, from an adminis--
trative point of view, by the constituted authorities of
the land; at 8 time; when proposals were under con-
templation to satisfy reasonable aspirations, under legi-
timate safeguards, of .the educated portion of the children
of the soil for admission into some share of the Govern- -
ment of their country ; at a time, when a native of India,
who is better known in England as Lord Salisbury’s
“black man,” has been declared fit to enter British Par-
liament, a boon which was never dreamt of in the heart
of hearts and which was some years ago considered to
be nothing more than a chimerical dream, but which
has now, through a decree of fate, Will of Providence
and liberal sympathies of the great English nation,
manifold blessings of whose benign rule we do heartily
acknowledge in no measured terms, come to be practically
realized, ,the result of which will ultimately redound
to the glory and justice of the British Victory, achieved
by them in imparting political education and in giving
political training to the people, whose fortunes and fate
are indissolubly bound up with those of theirs; at o
time, when confidence was being restored between the
rulers and the ruled, and their mutual relationship wag
being tied up together in bonds of closer union and
fricndship; at a time, when with the passing of the
Indian Councils Act, public mind was filled with higher
and higher expectations, and prepared for reception of
greater concessions in the direction of political reform ;
at such a time, Sir Charles Elliot’s Notification of the
20th October last, practically abolishing Jury trials in
almost all important offences against the State, has been
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thrust upon the 66 millions of human beings committed
to his charge, like a thunder-bolt in a cloudless sky,
administering a rude shock to all their cherished hopes,
creating various suspicions in their minds, and retarding
the progress of the country, some generations back.

The object of this meeting is to protest, by consti-
tutional means, against this arbitary decision of the
Bengal Government, and to make out a bold and united
stand, in co-operation and conjunction with the leading
political Associations of the country, to join the universal
demonstration organized against the measure, in order to
protect our rights and privileges connected with the
system of Jury trials, which we have been enjoying since
1862, to which our title has been fully established by
successful results of the last 30 years’ experience and
trial. How far that object has the sympathy of this
district, which was once the mistress of ancient Bengal,
can be best understood from this large and unprecedent-
ed gathering, composed of representatives of every class
and section of communities of this district,—a spectacle
which it never fell to my lot to witness in this town
before, except in that grand meeting held on the occasion
of the Local Self Government Agitation about a score
of years ago. It should be our paramount duty, as loyal
subjects of the crown, to approach the footsteps of the
Vice-regal throne, with a full representation of our
material grievances, praying for due redress,—a prayer
supported by an expression of public opinion, in a
language most temperate, moderate, and respectful, as
our case can never be cxpected to advance an inch by
wild extravagance or rank abuse, and to carry on consti-
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tutional agitation, if baffled here, across the seas, becanse
o political movement can be expected to succeed without
constitutional agitation under a constitutional Govern.
ment like that of England, since agitation is the soul
' of success It is the customary practice and general
rule of every civilised Government, like the Government
of India, that enquiry precedes legislation; but un-
fortunately that rule has been more honored in the breach
than in the observance in this particular case, in which
foregone conclusion has taken the place of unbiassed in-
vestigation. A clear case of strong urgency and meces-
8ity must be shown, before the machinery of law should
be allowed to be set in motion, and before the exccutive
discretion, vested by law, can be safely exercised ; but
has Government succeeded in making out a strong prima
Jfucie case at all in this particular instance 7 Certainly
not. It is no doubt the duty of the Bengal Government
to obey the orders of the Government of India, contain-
ed in its Resolution, dated the 23rd of December 1882,
which runs thus—*“It appeared to the Government of
India that in the case of Legislation of the kind, for it
was legislation, it was as important as in the case of bills,
that opportunity should be given for external unofficial
criticism, before the rules had been finally settled. The
Government had accordingly recommended that any rule,
regulation or notification, which affected the outside
public, whether made under executive anthority or on the
authority of an Act, should, before being issued by Local
Government or Administration, and when sanction was
required before being submitted for the sanction of the
Governor-General in council, be published as a draft, with
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the view of ascertaining whether any valid objection
could be taken to it.” , :

It is the duty of the Government of Bengal to allow
fullest opportunities to the people, who are directly and
chiefly affected by the measure, to say their say, in con-
sonance with the principles of equity and justice, before
this retrograde measure was considered fit for practical
adoption 7 But has the Government done this duty ?
I pause for a reply, Cries of “no” coming from this meeting
certainly answer the question in the negative, On the
contrary, the Government has chosen to take official
opinion, quite in the dark, without taking the pecple into
confidence at all, and without giving them the least and
slightest opportunity to state their case at all, a right
that can hardly be denied to a criminal offender under
the glorious majesty of British Law and British Consti-
tution in comparison to which Lord Macaulay described
in his History of England the laws and constitutions of
other nations of the civilized world to be mere copies,
before this drastic measure was thrust upon their devoted
heads, all on a sudden, in utter defiance of all classes of
public opinion, and in utter disregard of their wants and
wishes, If the people had been considered fit, after years’
trial, to enjoy the boon granted to then in 1862, what
justification can there be, consistent with the equitable
principles of fair play and justice, an the part of the
ruling power, for this unwarrantable interference, we fail
to comprehend 7 On the contrary, not the least shadow
of reason can be advanced that can stand the test of
close and equitable scrutiny and impartial comment, why
they should be declarcd unfit now, after successful resuls
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of 30 years' experience and trial, during which long
period, the way in which they have discharged their
duties could hardly fail te command the average con-
fidence of the general public, during which the majority
of their verdicts have been upheld by the Higt Courts,
in cases of the difference of Juries with the Judges as
could be horne out by the statistics already placed before
the meeting by the mover of the first resolution, with
his usval eloquence, by a marvellous display of unassail-
able facts and figures. If there have been isolated ins-
tances of failure and miscarriage of justice here and
there, the Police is more to blame, for sending up con-
cocted cases, than the Jurors are. It appears from the
published official correspondence, that the concensus of
the official opinion, upon which the Government action
is based and upheld even by the Viceroy Lord Lansdowne,
the other day, in replying to the Madras Mahajan Sava's
deputation on the subject, cannot and does not warrant a
conclusion in favor of abolition of the system of Jury
trials, but rather it points to a suggestion, whereby the
defects existing in the system could be removed and the
system accordingly improved. But unfortunately our
Government has chalked out a novel way to remedy the
disease, by killing the patient altogether. The learned
mover of the 1st resolution has already explained to you
all the leading features of the case so fully, his towering
abilitics eminently fitting him to do so, and judging by
the signs of impatience yon are showing, apparently
expressive of your desire to bring further discussion of
the matter to a close, I shall best consult your convenicence
by making my remarks fewer and bricfer than they other-
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wise would be, instead of treading the beaten track
already trodden by him. As this isa dear privilege,
prized and enjoyed by the people from time-immemorial,
constituting, as it does, the safeguard of their liberties,
and as it has been unjustly taken away from them un-
heard, the only course left for them is to appeal to the
Viceroy in Council, to direct the Bengal Government to
reseind its order, especially when the less advanced sister
Presidencies are still enjoying that right that forms the
subject matter of the st portion of this Resolution.

With reference to the 2nd and 3rd part of this resolu-
tion, it may be observed, that Section 269 of the Criminal
Prozedure Code vests a large latitude of power and
discretion in the hands of the Local Government, which
is, in fact, a dangerous instrument in the hands of the
Local executive to jeopardize the liberty and interest of
the people at any time it likes. So long as the executive
authorities exercise their discretion vested in them under
the section, yith sound judgment and due deliberation,
holding equal balance in the consideration of matters
connected therewith, no cause of complaint or fear would
arise. Bat as there can be no gyarantee, that sympathetic
raler like Lord Ripon’s stamp would continue to occupy the
Provincial and Imperial Musnuds, it is advisable, and it
becomes a matter of necessity, considering the signs of the
time and the growing intelligence of the people which
cannot be denied, that the section should be so amended
that the power left in the hands of the executive, so often
liable to be abused on the whims and caprices of individual
vulers, might not be taken away from them ; so that the
withdrawal of the privilege hitherto enjoved by the

10
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people might not be made dependent upon the executive
order of Government. Considering the average fitness of
the general bulk of the people,  consequent on the diffu-
sion of primary education among the masses, the Legis--
lature might be moved to set matters right and to recog-
nise their capabilities and their growing desire for public
service, by extending the operation of the Jury system
into all other parts of India, where it has not yet been
brought into operation, as the time has come when such
operation could be safely extended in the interest of the
Administration and of the people, as well. In fact the
feelings of mortification that have been stirred up by the
issue of this obnoxious Notification, cculd be better con-'
ceived than described, to allay which, it is expedient on
the ground of policy and justice that this ill-fated Noti-
fication, that has raised such universal condemnation,
should be forthwith withdrawn, as a concession to public
opinion, so strongly expressed in unmistakable terms,
With these remarks Ibegto move the Resolution the
words of which have already been read out before the
meeting.
Prince Sultan Shaheb’s Memorial Meeting Speech delivered
at the Grant Hall, Berhampore, on the 22nd March, 1893,
Babu Baikanth Nath Sen presiding,.
GENTLEMEN,

1 am asked to say a few words in support of the 2nd
Resolution, which, if I consulted my own wishes, I would
not have done for various considerations, in any public
meeting of this district, (at this stage the speaker was
earnestly asked to proceed and he went on accordingly),
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which unfortunately, through various degenerating and
demoralising influence, has now dwindled down to a very
backward district, quite outside the pale of grandeur and
political significance it had once enjoyed as the capital of
ancient Bengal, in the estimation of the political world,
and which is therefore justly styled the, Boeotia of Bengal,
in consideration of which, it cannot be a matter of
surprise, thar the well-known principle “Give the devil
his due” can be hardly appreciated and adequately
recognized in this place by the actmal children of the
soil, leaving, of course, outside all considerations, the
numerical strength of the foreign element that forms
an {mportant factor in guiding the destinies of this
district, owing to the retrograde position and hapless
condition in point of activity and intelligence of the
actual residents of the place, who should be the natural
and rightful leaders of public opinion in this district,
“But the request of the Chairman, coupled with the
unanimous sense of the meeting has come upon me with
such a telling force, that I can hardly conceive it to be
nothing short of a mandate, emanating from the Musnud
of Constantinople, beneath the weight of whose magie
spell and talismanic influence, my heart is imperceptibly
led to bend and bow, though not of course without a
great deal of hesitation, which vanishes as soon as
the thought flashes in my mind, that by obeying
the Chairman’s call, I shall be honoring the honored
memory of a personal friend, who clains his descent
from the Nizamat Family, the proudest dynasty that
had exercised sovereign power throughout Bengal
for about & century before the establishment of Rritish
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power in Bengal, under which, my predecessors Raja
Shitanath Bose Sarbadhicary Bahadur and Raja Mohen-
dra Naryan Bahadur had the honour to serve respectively
as Dewan and Revenue minister to the Nawab Nazim
of Bengal Behar and Orissa, the former after serving as
a Dewan also to the Viceroy. As Shitanath’s and
Mohendra Narayan's descendant, I am entitled to claim
especial indulgence in taking a prominent share in the
deliberations of this meeting, in addition to what I can
claim upon considerations advanced from the point of
view of personal friendship. The object of this large
gnthering is not only to show sympathy to the bereaved
family of the deceased Prince Iskander Ali Mirza, alias
Sultan Shaheb, but also to take steps to perpetuate his
memory, whose untimely death is mourned by all classes
of the people, without any distinction of creed and
colour, age and sex. If I had had the inexhaustible stock
of eloquence and & surprising command over the English
language, I would have bardly been able to do full justice
to all the social qualifications that marked the wordly
dealings and adorned the hero of this evening. Having
had frequent opportunities to come in contact with him,
either asa guest in his lordly mansion, or asa host in
my humble cottage, or as a fellow-hunter in the rugged
plains, I ean bear uniform testimony and add the weight
of my feeble support to the gratifying cempliment, so
deservedly paid to him in respect of his private virtues,
by the Chairman of this meeting, in his opening speech.
Born of the ruling-house of Bengal, it speaks volumes
for his strength of mind, for him to be able to break

the talismanic carcer and the traditional custom and
L]
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practice in his House against free interchange’of thoughts.
and ideas, by mixing with the general public, and join-
ing in public movements of the day, and taking a lead-
ing share in the management of the local concerns and
the local Government of his country, abundant proofs
of which have already been received from his satisfactory
discharge of duty of an onerous nature, entrusted to bim
as Chairman of the Lalbag Municipality and President
of the Hughly Imambara Association, and thereby ful-
filling the noble object and justifying the wise prophecy
of the noble author of the Local-Self Government Aect,.
Lord Ripoa, whose endearing name should not be passed
over by the meeting without giving three cheers for him
(Cries of “Three cheers for Lord Ripon”), who built the-
permanent; foundation of the British Empire upon the:
willing allegiance, devotion and contentment of 250
millions of human beings, throughout the entire period
of his Viceroyalty, and who, being a sagacious statesman
of sufficient foresight, had declared in no equivocal
terms, that no Government, however strong and powerful
it might be, could be expected to last permanently upon
the support of mere brute force, and through help of
mere military power, unless it succeeds in gaining the-
hearts of the people.

It can be safely said, without any fear of contradlctmn,.
that Sultan Sahib's nature wasso affable and that he
was 80 full of courtly etiquette and such suave manners,
that to know him was te love him, and those who had
the good fortune to come in contact with him, at once
became spell-bound to join the chorus of praise sung in
his honor, and to support the demonstration held with
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a view to raise suitable memorials, to guard against the
rude hand of death obliterating the memory of one who
had gained such remarkable hold upon the hearts of
the people. If there can be any subject matter about
the determination of which there does not involve any
difference of opinion amongst the different shades and
sections of public opinion, it is this outpouring of
national grief and universal wmanifestation of genuine
sympathy for the departed worthy in recognition of
his rare qualifications. What can be a more ennobling
and gratifying sight than this meeting, in which different
races, including the rulers and the ruled, speaking dif-
ferent dialects, professing different religious faiths, em-
bracing different creeds, and following different customs,
but owning allegiance to one sovereign, and all bound
together by a common feeling of loyalty to Her Majesty's
throne, have met together on a common platform to do
honour to one, who was deservedly held in high estimation
by all classes of the people. We need hardly add
that, as our hearts are full, it is difficult for us to give
adequate expression to our feelings of grief, occasioned
by the premature death of Prince Sultan, a feeling that
could be better imagined than described, and hence we
may indulge ina fond hope, that this manifestation of
popular feeling is sufficient to move the Government,
whose avowed policy is to rule the ruled in the interest of
the ruled, to show practical proof of their generous policy
by allowing the Political pension hitherto enjoyed by
the deceased Prince, to descend to his surviving son,
With these remarks, I beg to second the resolution stand-
ing in my name.
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Rai Bankim Chunder Chatterjee's Memorial Meeting Speech,
delivered at the Grant Hall, on the 15th April, 1894, under
the Presidency of Babu Baikanth Nath Sen.

It affords me sincere pleasure to join my feeble voice
and lend the weight of my humble testimony, in support
of the gratifying compliments, just so deservedly paid,
to the departed worthy by the President in his opening
speech, and by the learned mover of the first Resolution
Babu Brojendra Coomer Seal, the esteemed Principal
of the Berhampur College, who goes before the world
as a literary character of high attainments, to come
after whom is a misfortune and disadvantage, under
which I am to labour, and which I clearly feel, consider-
ing the colossal learning that has been brought to bear
upon his treatment of the subject matter under discus-
sion, In assembling together in this crowded hall, to
do honor to the memory of one, in whose honour public
meetings are being held in different parts of the country,
we really do honour ourselves, as none can deny the truth
involved in the statement of the sages, that one honors
himself by honoring a deserving recipient of honour.
Gentlemen, it is not for me to point out, how far the
object of the promoters of this meeting to perpetuate
the memory of the lamented deceased, has the sympathy
of the general public. This large and representative
gathering with which this ball is filled up will answer
that question,

The hero of this evening is one, whose public career
can be judged from two stand points of view, in both
of which he attained unqualified success, He was an
ornament to the Subordinate Executive Service, the
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status and tone of which he elevated in such n dignified.
way, by distinguished service rendered to the crown by
satisfactory discharge of the public duties attached to
his office, with an amount of devotion and independence
that won for him the respect and admiration of the
Government, in recognition of which, the public decora-
tions of a Rai Bahadurship and Companionship of the
Indian Empire were so fittingly conferred upon him,
This was not all. The great point that has secured
for him an undying name and immortal fame, and that will
contribute not a little to constitute the lasting wonument
of his eternal glory, that will far outweigh the impor-
tance of any number of marble statues that are gene-
rally erected to commemorate the memories of distin-
guished personages, lay in his life-long devotion to ad-
vance the cause of Bengalee literature. This he did
with such a remarkable degree of success, by means of
publication of his literary productions, that have infused
such a high moral tone into the literary world, and develop-
ed the cause of novel writing, for which he was rightly
called the father of Bengali novels and Sir Walter Scott
of Bengal, and that have exercised such an educating
influence upon the young hopefuls of our country, and
raised the aspiring hopes of the rising generation, before
whow a very heavy task and responsibility of effecting
the moral re-generation of their country lies at po dis-
tant date, that they can ill afford to lose the service of
one, whose untimely loss can hardly he replaced not
only in the present time, bui also for some years to
come,

1 had the honer of his acquaintance, at a time when
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I was too young to form a correct estimate of his cha-
racter. Since then my occasional visits deepened that
acquaintanceship into familiarity, that gave me oppor-
tunities to mark him with admiration throughout the
different phases of his life; and hence it gives me
additional interest in secondmg the resolution that stands
in my name,

Spesch on Simultaneous Civil Service Examinations, delivered
in a largely attended public meeting of the Moorshedabad
Association, held at Grant Hall, under the presidency of
Babu Sasi Bhusan Mukherji, on the 28th July 1894,

[ The speaker, on vising, was received with enthusias-
tic greetings, whick he acknowledged in suitable terms.]

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen—It has- already been
explained to you by the President of the Moorshedabad
Assaciation, who has convened this meeting, and by the
Chairman, who has been unanimously elected to guide
the deliberations of this meeting, what noble object has
brought about such a large and representative gathering
in this crowded hall. This is no doubt a subject, the
soundness and laudableness of which can hardly be ques-
tioned by any class of Her Majesty’s subjects, and towards
the furtherance of which a perfect unanimity prevails,
amongst the different classes and sections of Indian com-
munities owning allegiance to Her Majesty’s throne,
combined with a common desire and feeling that actuate
every Indian heart, to rise above all sorts of party con-
siderations and differences, and to make common cause

with a view to concert requisite measures to advance the
11
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interests of his country, in response to the call of that
sacred duty and responsibility, which every one of us
owes to our mother-land (cheers),

Gentlemen, if I had been blessed with the divine gift
of inexhaustible supply of splendid oratory, combined with
an equal degree of command over the English language,
I would have hardly been able to dissect the whole history
of the question which we are called to deal with to-night
within the short space of time that lies at my disposal
before this meeting, and to point out the glaring injustice
made by the Secretary of State, in conjunction or collu-
sion with the Government of India, in thwarting the
practical operation of Mr. Herbert Paul's resolution
passed by the House of Commons, whereby the Civil
Service Examinations for recruiting members of the
Indian Civil Service by open competition were to be
held simultaneously in India and England, in the very
teeth of national opposition, by placing necessary
materials with necessary arguments, that can be possibly
advanced from every pbssible standpoint of view in
justification. of my own ground. Mr. Paul's Resolution
of the 2nd June of 1893 runs thus:—“That all open
competitive examinations heretofore held in England
alone for appointments to the Civil Services of India
shall benceforth be held simultaneously both in India
and in England, such examanations in both countries
being identical in their nature, and all who compete
being finally classified in one list according to merit.”
The reasons assigned in the Despatch of the Secretary
of State for the inabilty of the Government of India to
obey the behest of the House of Commons, by carrying
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out loyally the object of this Resolution, and thereby
to set at naught the national verdict of England, through
the help of executive power, can hardly be considered
justifiable. It has been just now proved to demonstra-
tion by the learned mover of this Resolution, that the
decision of Her Majesty’s Government embodied in the
concluding portion of the Despatch of the Secretary of
State, dated 19th April, is based upon no equitable
principle of justice or fairplay consistent with the
Charter Act of 1833 and the Royal Proclamation of
1858, which declare that all classes of Her Majesty’s
subjects shall be admitted freely into Her employ, and
that po class of Her subjects shall, by reason of descent,
place of birth, creed or colour, be disabled from holding
any place of power, which they have by their education,
character, and integrity have respectively qualified them-
selves to occupy with distinction. The portion of
the Despatch alluded to runs thus:—“Her Majesty’s
Government are most anxious, that the natives of India
should enjoy every facility, compatible with the main-
tenance of the efficiency of the administration and the
safety of the British rule, to enter the public service,
and that they have reconsidered the whole subject with
a sincere desire to give full weight to the arguments
in favor of a system of simultancous examination, but
that they have arrived at the conclusion, that there are
insuperable objections to the establishment of that sys-
tem, and that by far the best method of meeting the
legitimate claims and aspirations of the natives of the
country, is to bestow such of the higher posts as can
be made available for them on those who distinguish
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themselves by their capacity and trustworthiness in the
perfermance of their subordinate duties ; and that upon
a careful review of the whole question, Her Majesty’s
Government agree with the Government of India, that
the system lately established is based on just and wise
principles, and are of opinion that, subject to such altera-
tion in detail as experience may prove to be necessary, it
should be maintained.” On the other hand, the impres-
sion i3 gaining ground, or rather a conviction has already
exercised strong bold upon the hearts of the people,
regarding the palpable injustice of the conclusion, as
arrived at in the Despatch of the Indian Minister, from
a summary of various objections raised pro and con in
support of that conclusion, the soundness of which has
already been demolished and shown to be nonest by
the preceding speaker throughout the length and breadth
of the Land of the Lotus, where there breathes not an
Aryan heart, who hesitates to join the universal demons-
tration raised against this arbirary and unjustifiable
action of the Secretary of State. (Applause and pro-
longed cheers).

It is argued, with some force no doubt, by the oppo-
nents of this contemplated measure of reform, that the
report of the Public Service Commission signed by the
native members of the Commission or representatives
of native interest in the Commission, shows that the
proposal entertained for holding Simultaneous Civil
Service Examinations in India was not recommended for
practical adoption, which goes to show that if the practi-
eal operation of the measure had been considered feasible
and practicable in the interest of India, that proposal
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would never have been negatived by the Public Service
Commission, at least by the native ‘members of the
Commission, that was instructed to suggest practical
schemes and recommend necessary proposals, tending to
secure extended employment of natives in the Public
Service, for better adinistration of India, at a cheaper
cost, having due reguard to the efficiency of the public
service at the same time, With reference to this line of
contention, it may be remarked in reply, to silence their
objections, that the native members of the Commission
or the advocates of native interest in the Commission
did not sign the report in its entirety, condemning the
proposal altogether, but they did sign the Report, subject:
to certain modifications 'in the alternative, which if car-
ried out in their entirety by the Government, whereby,
they considered, the object aimed at for widening the
door of admission for natives of India in the public
service might be practically gained, would counterbalance
the disadvantages arising from the rejection of the proposal
for bolding Simultaneous Civil Service Examinations in
India. Let us sce what the Government has done with
respect to the modification, or in other words the alterna-
tive proposals, recommended by the representatives of
native interest, mentiontioned in the Report of the Com-
mission, the sum and substance of which was, in addition
to other things, that 8 minimum of 126 higher appoint~
ments including Divisional Commissionerships and Mem~
berships of the Board of Revenue, was to be reserved
for natives, with the condition of that number being
subject to revision from time to time, according to the
cxigencies of public service, in lieu of their yielding to



( 86 )

the opinion of their colleagues of the Commission as to
their not supporting the proposal for a simultaneous
Civil Service Examination in India, The Government
has not given full effect to this recommendation, by
adopting the alternative proposals mentioned in the
Report of the Commission, in its entirety, as insisted
upon by those members who espoused the cause of
natives, as they were not prepared to adopt any part of
their recommendations. In fact they declared in clear
terms, that nothing, but full acceptance of their alterna-
tive proposals in their entirety, was the only condition
upon which they could be induced to accord their consent
to their colleagues’ recommendations for not holding
Civil Service Examination simultaneously in India.
This would appear from the line of action subsequently
taken by the Government, from which it shows, that out
of 126 appointmsnts, including such higher appointments
as Divisional Commissionerships and Memberships of
the Board of Revenue recommended, 93 appointments
were declared available for the natives, without any
further condition of a further revision, according to the
exigencies of public service, without any prospect of
promotion to the Divisional Commissionerships and
Memberships of the Board of Revenue, in utter dis-
regard of the Commission’s recommendation in full, as
stated before. Such being the case, how can the Govern-
ment, or the supporters of their policy, be justified in
taking advantage of the Commission’s general Report,
unless the alternative proposals or modifications recom-
mended in the report of that Commission, were accepted
in full and acted upon accordingly.
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If exigencies of the State policy demand employment
of a minimum proportion of Europeans in the public
service, as contended by the Government, with a view to
safeguarding defences of the Indian Empire, when occasion
arises, there is nothing to apprehend frustration of that
object from the practical operation of the Parliamentry Re-
solution that declares, “ That all open competitive examina-
tions heretofore held in England alone for appointments to
the Civil Service of India shall henceforth be beld simul-
taneously both in India and England, such examination
in both countries being identical in their nature, and all
who compete being finally classed in one list according to
merit,” though the strongest bulwark of the State, upon
which fullest confidence should be placed by the ruling
Power, consists in the devoted loyalty and contentment
of 250 millions of Her Majesty’s Indian subjects, who,
if well contented, will be prepared to fight shoulder to
shoulder, in defence of Her Majesty’s throne, against any
number of internal and foreign invasions.. ( Prolonged
cheers ).

Gentemen, the learned mover of this Resolution has
already drawn your attention to the first five heads of
objections urged in his Lordship’s Despatch by the
Secretary of State, and declared by him to be insuperable
to the establishment of the system of holding competitive
Civil Service examinations in India, as he, the mover, has
adduced sufficient facts and figures to meet his Lordship’s
arguments, and to minimise their force, to substantiate
his own ground, and to show that what is considered
insuperable is practically surmountable, it will be
thercfure quite superfluous for me to go over the same
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grounds traversed by him, at this late hour of the meeting;
but suffice it to say, that I have no hesitation to support
these arguments with all my might, to enable me to
demolish the position of hostile attitude taken up by the
responsible Minister of the Crown for India against the
holding of the simultaneous Civil Service examinations
in India.

Gentlemen, it may not be out of place for me to raise
the question, that necessarily arises from the action of the
Esecutive Government, in setting at defiance the
authority of the Imperial Parliament whether the
authority of the Imperial Parliament is to prevail, or
is it to be overridden by the Executive Government ?
This is a matter involving constitutional questions,
connected with the constitutional policy of the Govern-
ment, hence it can be better handled by the Electors of
the United Kingdom, and for the solution, of which, the
national conscience of England might be safely appealed
to for vindicating their rights and authority, thongh
speaking for ourselves, it can be safely declared, without
any fear of contradiction, as the declured pulic opinion
of India, that unless the authority of the Imperial
Parliament is sufficiently recognized and upheld in
exercising an adequate check upon the doings of the
Executive authorities in India, it will unfortunately
deprive the Indian people of a final tribunal and appeal,
where they can except to look for snbstantial justice
against the vagaries and high-handed proceeding of the
Indian  Government, from time to time, whenever
occasion arises. Taking into account all these facts, along
with the incidental circumstances connected with the
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case, it goes without saying, that the action of the Home
authorities must be denounced, in no measured terms of
respectful protest, conveyed in the terms of the Resolu~
tion placed in my charge, and which I have no hesitation
in seconding with the greatest pleasure: “That this
meeting desires to place on record its respectful but firm
protest, against the Despatch of the Secretary of State
for India in Council, regarding the holding of the simul-
taneous Civil Service Examinations in India and England,
which has declined to give effect to, and directly
neutralized, the former Resolution of the Hon'ble House
of Commons passed on the motion of Mr. Herbert Paul
M. P ' '

Speech on  Simultaneous Civil Service Examinations” delivered
in & densely crwded public meeting of the inhabitants of
the district of Moorshidabad, under the Presidency of
Babu Bhobani Kishor Chakravarty, on the 29th July,
1894.

( The speaker on rising was welcomed with loud cheers
and enthusiastic greeting, and he thanked
the audience for reposing such kigh
confidence in him. )

GENTLEMEN,

After the eloquent speech you have had the pleasure
to hear just now from the learned mover of the first
Resolution, whose reputation for public speaking is well
established throughout the country, who has exhausted
the history of the question with such a master-hand, and

thereby lightened my task to such a considerable degree,
12
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that it is quite unnecessary for me to tread on the beaten
track, already trodden by him, to commend the Resolution
to your acceptance ; the more so, as I feel that my heart
fails me to do so, after having delivered an exhaustivo
speech yesterday on this very subject, in this very Hall,
and probably before many of the present audience, and
in doing which, it cannot be gainsaid, I shall have to
incur the odium of being under an obligation to plead
guilty to the charge of a re-iteration and repetition and
of telling a twice-told tale, that I am quite sure, would
be as much repulsive to your fellings as to my personal
feelings also ( cries of “no, go on”).  Gentlemen, if that
be the sense of the meeting, I must submit to the
mandate that emanates from it.

Gentlemen, even if the mantle of a Cicero or a De-
mosthenes were to fall upon my unworthy shoulders, I
would hardly be able to trice the whole history of the
Parliamentary institutions, which had governed England
for centuries, since the extinction of the Roman sway, and
which are, in a manner, connected with the issues involved
in the subject matter of the Resolution placed in my
charge, within the short compass of time that lics at my
disposal, as that would take up a length of time, sufficient
to tire out your patience. This I must studiously try to
avoid, and hence my remarks must be cut short as much
as possible.

To solve the problem connected with the issues
involved in this Resolution, constitutional questions arise,
affecting the rights and liberties of the Imperial Parlia-
ment, and the power of the executive Government to
disrezard the verdict of that Parliament, to trace the
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history of whose origin, it is necessary for me to go back
to the olden days, when the people of England, “hardly
worth the name of Englishman,” according to Lord
Macaulay, were just emerging from the darkpess of
ignorance and superstition, and emancipating themselves
from the bondage of the Roman yoke. (Cheers.)

It is an undeniable fact, that the British Parliament
isa time-honoured institution that commands the ad-
miration of the whole civilized world, being the outcome
of that glorious Roman constitution, which mainly through
predominent influence of the Senates, had succeeded
in securing for Rome, at one time, the proud and envi-
able position of the mistress of the ancient world, Every
studens of England’s History knows, what absolute power
the Parliament had attained from an humble status of
existence, since the days of the Saxon Witenagemot, in
course of centuries, by gradual degrees, by forcing King
John I, to grant the Magna Charta of England, by de.
posing King Edward IL, by executing King Charles I,
by overthrowing the oppressive king, James IL, to make
room for William IIL and Mary, and by compelling the
same William ITL, to draw up the Petition Bill of
Rights,—the third Magna Charta of England, which
constitutes the best safeguard of the rights and liberties
of the English nation. (Hear, hear). Since then the
absolute authority of this Parliament had been recog-
nised and upheld in unmistakeable terms, by the succes-
sive Prime Ministers, who happened to occupy the mus-
nud of the Downing street, from time to time, including
the late Tory Prime Minister, Lord Beaconsfield, who
declared from his place in Parliament, that the Buitish
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Parliament was the key-note to solve all questions con-
nected with the Indian Empire. Such being the author-
ity of the Parliament, the dignity of which has been
maintained and upheld since the days of the Saxon
Witenagemot down to the present time, the question
arises, can any other Power exist in the country to sub-
vert its anthority ? Certainly not, I believe. If 8o, by
what right and title can the executive Government, which
is no doubt dependent for its existence upon the will and
sanction of the 'Parliament, attempt to disregard the
verdict of that Parliament, by thwarting the practical
operation of Mr. Herbert Paul’s Resolution, for holding
simultaneous Civil Service examinations both in India
and England, in the very face of national opposition, not-
withstanding the assurance given by the late Under-
Secretary of State, Sir George Russel, to the effeet, that
no hostile attitude would be taken up by the Government
to defeat the operation of the Resolution, we fail to com-
prehend. This would also appear from the concluding
portion of the Despatch of the Secretary of State, dated
the 19th April last, addressed to the Government of
India, which runs thus =<

“Her Majesty’s Government are most anxious that the
patives of India should enjoy every facility, compatible
with the maintenance of the efficiency of the administra~
tion and the safety of British rule, to enter the public
service, and that they have reconsidered the whole sub-
ject with a sincere desire to give full weight to the argu-
ments in favour of a system of simultaneous examinations:
bat tbej bave arrived at the conclusion that there are
insuperable objections to the establishment of that
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system, and that by far the best method of meeting the
legitimate claims and aspirations of the natives of the
country, is to bestow such of the higher posts as can be
made available for them, on those who distinguish them-
selves by their capacity and trustworthiness in the pers
formance of subordinate duties.

And that upon a careful review of the whole question,
Her Majesty’s Government agree with the Government
of India, that the system lately established is based on
just and wise principles, and are of opinion that, subject
to such alterations in detail as experience may prove to
be necessary, it should be maintained.” ;

Every consideration- that can be brought to bear on
the subject from every possible stand-point of view, leads
to the irresistible conclusion, that the action of the
Sccretary of State is opposed to the equitable principles
of justice and fairplay and is inconsistent with the
Charter Act of 1833 and the Proclamation of our Gracious
Sovereign dated the 18th November 1858, involving, as
it does, a wide departure from the spirit of the pledges
enunciated in those statntes that constitute the Magna-
charta of India. Those pledges which were solemnly and
deliberately given, have been, to our misfortune, more
honoured in the breach than in the observance, under cover
of construction and interpretation of their terms, by the
constituted authorities of the land. This does not speak
well for the great English nation, which should be prond
of the mighty conquest they have attained, by giving to
the natives of India the inestimable boon of Western
education, and by imparting to them the advantage of
political training, the outcome of which becomes their
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legitimate aspiration for admission into some share of the
Government of their country. This is an aspiration which
our civilized Government, manifuld blessings of whose
benign rule are fully recognised and enjoyed by the children
of the soil, should no lenger ignore, but rather counte-
nance, by granting reasonable concessions, For with what
grace and justice can they now deny to these offsprings
of their educational policy and training those rights and
privileges, which their own noble action already held out
before their eyes, by giving them a thorough education
which has fitted them to claim the same and to expect
equal justice.

The Parliament is the only effective Court of final
appeal, where the Indian people can expect to have their
grievances redressed, and also look for shelter and justice
against the high-handedness and vagaries of the Indian
Government, whenever they happen to commit mistakes,
Hence the authority of that Parliament must be main-
tained and vindicated in the interest of India, and it
must be invested with sufficient authority to exercise
sufficient control over the doings of the executive Govern-
ment of India,

The best way to accomplish this object and to deal
with this matter, which involves constitutional question,
is to leave its final settlement to the national judgment
of England, and to the electors of the United Kingdom,
who having tasted the sweets of liberty, from the very
eradle, know very well how to vindicate their rights and
their dignity, and who will no doubt take necessary steps
to give due effect to the Resolution passed by the Houso
of Commons on motion of Mr. Herbert Paul on the 2nd
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June 1893 which runs thus :—*That all open Competitive
Examinations heretofore held in England alone for ap-
pointments to the Civil Services of India shall henceforth
be held simultaneously both in India and England, such
examinations in both countries being identical in their
nature, and all who compete being finally classified in
one list according to merit.”

It is said “ from the fulness of the heart the mouth
speaks,” but there are times and occasions when from the
fulness of the heart the tongue is unable to speak. This
is the case with the Indian people. If, therefore, they
‘are now to state their inability, for want of suitable ex-
pressions to give adequate expression to their feelings
of regret and heart-burning, occasioned by the publica-
tion of the Secretary of State’s Despatch, which must be
condemned and declared unjustifiable in no equivocal
terms. (Applause) The Muse sings a gloria to those
Heroes, who bled to death to lay the foundation-stone of
the British Empire in the East, to those soldiers, who had °
consolidated and extended the British conquests by means
of the sword, to those statesmen, whose political insight
and sagacious statesmanship bhad secured for India a
system of Government under -which peace and order
having been established throughout the length and
breadth of the land, the people are enjoying the inestim-
able blessings of security of life and property ; but she will
sing a more harmonious gloria to the British Parliament,
who will build the permanent settlement of the British
Empire upon that essential foundation, which constitutes
the strongest bulwark of the British power, i.e, the
devoted loyalty and affections of two hundred and fifty
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millions of human beings, owning allegiance to Her
Majesty’s Throne, no sooner the Parliament succceds in
compelling the Indian Government to give due effect to
Mr. Panl's Resolution. With these remarks I beg to
move the Resolution that stands thus :——

“That this meeting regrets that the Secretary of
State should have addressed a Despatch to the Govern-
ment of India practically rescinding a Resolution of the
House of Commons, although the Resolution had not
been rescinded by a vote of the House, and the late
under Secretary of State had given the assurance that
the Government would not place any difficulties in the
way of the Resolution being carried out. And the
Meeting prays that the House of Commons will be plecsed
to take such steps as may be deemed necessary to give
effect to the Resolation.” ’

Speech in the monster meeting held at the Cantonment Theatrs
Hall, under the Presidency of the District Judge Mr.
F. B. Taylor, on the Tth September, 1894, in order to
offer Thanksgiving to Her Highness the Maharani Surna-
moyi M. L. O. C. ). for her undertaking to bear the
whole cost of construction of the water-works for the
town of Berhampur.
GENTLEMEN,
Suffering for some time from an illness requiring
- perfect rest of all respiratory organs, I do not find it an
easy task for me even to draw my breath in the suffocated
- atmosphere of this densely crowded Hall Gentlemen,
I cannot say I have presented myself here of my own
accord, but some unknown force has exercised such magic
spell upon my mind that beneath the weight of its
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talismanic influence, I have been unconsciously led, by
battling against physical inability, to join this meeting
out of pure respect for the noble object of this monster
meeting, about the soundness of which, neither the wise
counsel of a Socrates, nor the thundering eloquence of a
Cicero or a Demosthenes, is needed to stir up the breasts
of the people, to commend it to your unqualified
acceptance, and in respect of which, there does not involve
any difference of opinion at all amongst the different
classes of public opinion and different sections of the
community. irrespective of creed or colour, re;;ardless of
party differences and party considerations, on any account
whatever. The very fact, that the highest judicial
authority of the district has generously come forward to
guide the deliberations of this meeting, speaks volumes
in support of its object, that any amount of eloquent
words which my language could command, could practi-
cally advance. -

Gentlemen, you have already been told that this meet-
ing is organized with a view to offer our heart’s devotion
to that noble lady of Cossimbazar, who is an incarnation
of charity herself, at the fascination of whose name one
surrenders “judgement hoodwinked,” to quote the words
of Cowper, and whose endearing name has become a house-
hold word all over the land, in every Indian hearth and
home, and whose charities have extended from thelordly
mansion of a lordly prince, down to the humble hamlet of
a humble peasant, in an equal degree, for her generously
coming forward to bear the entire cost of construetion
of the water-works for this town, whereby a supply of
pure and filtered water would be brought within the reach

13
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of every citizen of this town. This is no doubt a boun,
the inestimable blessings of which could hardly be
described in fitting language, a boon that could be better
conceived than described.  Had this boon been conferred
some years before, when the other towns viz. Bhagulpore,
Burdwan, Dacea, Mymensing and Arrah were blessed with
the advantages of water-works, chiefly through exertions
of their residents, a good many lives of this town might
have beea saved from untimely grave. But whose fault
was it that the matter has been allowed to hang fire for
80 long a time ? Who are responsible for this unaccountable
delay? Certainly the charge can be brought home with
equal justice to the door of the Beeotia of Bengal, who
instead of playing the part of Rip van Winkle, for so
long a time, should have spared no pains and time to
concert requisite measures, and join band in hand to move
Her Highness Maharani Sarnamoyi and her chief adviser
Rai Srinath Pal Bahadur B. L, to whom a fitting tribute
of praise was so deservedly paid the other day, by
our present Lieutenant Governor of Bengal, Sir Charles
Elliott, on the occasion of investiture of his Rai Bahadur-
ship, for his inteiligent management of Her Highness
the Maharani's vast estatcs, and to whose advice, influence,
and support, actuated by a genuine and generous desire
to improve the sanitation of this town and benefit the
public health by all means, this town is indebted for the
introduction of the water-works scheme, in consequence
of which, there breathes not a heart throughout this
town, who hesitates to join the chorus of praise sung in
his honour, for this noble and benevolent action. Having
had frequent cpportunities to come in contact with him,
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first as a class-friend in school-life and then as a
colleague and fellow-worker in public’ life, I can safely
add the weight of my bumble testimony in support of -
the well-known fact, that his heart is “full of the milk of
human kindness,” ever ready to advance every just cause,
and any well considered project, calculated to secure the
well-being of the public, when occasion arises. Hence it
affords me 1o ordinary gratification, as a personal friend,
to pay him such well deserved compliment before this
monster meeting, composed of the flower of rank, wealth,
public spirit and intelligence of this historic city of
Murshidabad, which had at one time wielded the sceptre
of ancient Bengal. ,

Gentlemen, we would not be doing our duty, if we
were not to acknowledge, in fitting terms, the valuable
services rendered in this connection by our popular
District Magistrate, Mr. Kennedy, whose noble attempt
to advance this laudable scheme, deserves commendation
in no measured térms, and by two patriotic gentlemen
viz, the Assistant Manager of Her Highness the Maha-
rani, Babu Mrityunjoy Battacharjee B. c. E., and the bene-
volent merchant of this town, Babu Mukunda ILal
Barman, who have more or less helped to bring the project
of water-works to a successful issue, in consideration of
which they are fully entitled to have every eclaim upon
the gratitude of this town. It isadmitted on all hands
that Babu Mrityunjoy Battacharjee B. C. E., whose extra- ‘
ordinary and commendable business capacity has secured
for his chief Rai Srinath Pal Bahadur such decided suc-
cess in the so called “intelligent management of the
Mabarani's vast estatcs,” has ably seconded the Rai Baha-
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dur with equal warmth on this matter, and it wonld not be
too much to say, that had it not been for his hearty co-
operation and support, accorded to the best of his powers,
the ol adage “There is many a slip between the cup and
the lip” might have been brought to the carpet for
practical solution, to alarm the public mind, and to
disappoint public expectations, in consequence of which,
his name must live in the grateful remembrance of his
countrymen, for all times to come. It is also equally an
undeniable fact, that considering the attention paid to
this subject, long before Rai Srinath Pal Bahadur's
advent to power, in the council of Her Highness Maha-
rani Sarnawoyli, by Babu Mukunda Lal Barman, it would
be nothing but bare truism to style him the life and soul
of the water-works. Babu Makunda Lal’s utter disinter-
estedness in advocating this cause from beginning to
the end, is sure to establish every title for gratitude from
about 24,000 human beings living in this town.

What could be a more soul-enchanting and ennobling
wpectacle for the noble donor to behold, than to witness
in this monster gathering, representatives of different
races, including conquerors and the conquered, rulers and
the ruled, assembling together on eommon platform,
inspired by a sincere desire to accord a fitting tribute of
respect and honour to one, who is held in high regard by
every section of the people throughout the Land of the
Lotus. We have every reason to indulge in a fond hope,
that this universal manifestation of popular feeling is
sufficient to move Her Highness the Maharani and her
ncphew and manager Rai Srinath Pal Bahadur B L., with
an impression, that though from the fulness of heart the
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mouth speaks, yet here is an instance, in which from the
fulness of heart we are not in a position to give adequate
expression to our feelings of thanks, occasioned by a deep
sense of gratitude for their giving us the priceless boon of
good drinking water, that will enshrine their names in every
page of the History of Murshidabad, in letters of gold.

The Muse bas already sung glory to Her Highness
the Maharani for her world-wide charities extended far
and wide. But, as on principle, charity should begin at
home, and as no other charity of any kind whatever can
be compared with the charity of giving water, she will
sing greater glory and honour to her and her manager and
nephew Rai Srinath Pal Bahadur for the noble action
they have taken to remove the insanitary condition of
this town by means of the introduction of water-works,
the practical result of which will be to convert this hot-
bed of malaria into a delightful sanitarium, in the long
run; in consequence of which, their names will be
handed down to posterity and will be pratefully remem-
bered with feelings of profound reverence and admiration
as the noble authors of a noble deed.

With these rcraarks I beg to move the Resolution
which runs thus :—

“That this meeting avails itself of this opportunity to
convey its sincere thanks to Rai Srinath Pal Bahadur B.1L,,
manager and nephew of the Estates of Her Highness
the Maharani Sarnomoyi M. 1 0. c. 1, Babu Mrityunjoy
Battacharji, ® c. E, Assistant Manager, and Babu
Mukunda Lal Burman, an influential merchant of Berham-
pore, who have, by their support and co-operation, -
waterially aided in obtaining the splendid donation.”
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Speech delivered at a meeting of the Murshidabad Association,
held at the Grant Hall, on the 21st November, 1894, at
B p. m,, to welcome the Secretary of the British Parlia«
mentary Committee for India, Mr. Morgan Browne, and
to elect delegates for the ensuing Madras Congress, in
which Mr. Morgan Browne was unanimously voted to
the Chair. .

MR, PRESIDEST AND GENTLEMEN,

After the eloquent speech you have heard just now
with repeated outbursts of applause from the hero of
this evening, Mr. Morgan Browne, containing, as it does,
his views on all the important public questions of the
day, it might be presumptuous on my part at this fag
end of the meeting, to crave your indulgence to hold
your patience for a few minules, but still in justice to
my own conscience, in justice to the residents of this town,
and in justice to the representative audience assembled
around this Hall, T might be allowed, with the permis-
sion of the Chair, to speak a few words in support of
the graceful compliment just now so deservedly paid to
Mr. Morgan Browne, by the preceding speaker, in his
able address, as well as with reference to the working of
the British Parliamentary Committee, that have been
formed in England, composed of distinguished personages,
including some prominent members of the Imperial
Parliament, who secem to evince warm interest and take
an active part in every public movement connected with
India, calculated to advance the well-being of the dumb
millions of India, whose destinies have been committed
to their fostering care, through a strange irony of fate,
by the hand of Him which guides unsecn in this lund
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of the living. Gentlemen, there can be no doubt, that
I echo the sentiments of the universal ‘public, when I
say that Mr. Browne should be publicly thanked, in no
equivocal terms, for the wearisome journey he has under-
taken throughout India, in order to forward the cause
advocated by the British- Committee, in recognition of
which, this opportunity must not be lost, to offer to him
an expression of cordial welcome on behalf of this meet-
ing. The mission with which Mr. Morgan Browne has
started, at no inconsiderable sacrifice of his health and
time, is one, that has for its ultimate end, the advance-
ment of the political condition and status of the unre-
presented millions of India. That being so, it is for
you, gentlemen, to consider, how far that object is entitled
to receive support from the Indian public. In fact, there
can be no denying, that no stone should be left unturn-
ed, to accord due support to that object. It becomes
our bounden duty not only to support it by pecuniary
contribution alone, but also to strengthen the hands of
the Parliamentary Committee by supplying them with
necessary facts and figures, correct informations and re-
quisite materials, which may enable the committee to
bring to light the mistakes, the acts of high-handedness
of Government officials, and to expose the vagaries of
the Government of India who could be brought to book,
whenever occasion arises, through interference of the
supreme authority of the Imperial Parliament. It would
be speaking nothing but traism, to say, if the Committee
were allowed to die an untimely death for want of due
support, it would bring nothing but pational loss, re-
bounding to the eternal disgrace and everlasting shame
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to the public spirit of the Aryan race, that had once
illumined the political horizon of the ancient world.
Gentlemen, one word more with regard to the work
done by the British Committee and I have done. Every
consideration, gentlemen, that’ could be advanced, in
consonance with the principles of equity and justice, leads
to the irresistible conclusion, the soundness of which
could hardly be questioned by the leaders of the different
sections of Indian public opinion, who are competent to
speak with authority on the questions of the day, thas
the creation and existence of the British Parliamentary
Committee, formed in England with the assured object
of ventilating Indian questions and of watching poor
India’s interest, have contributed not a little to exercise
a very healthy influence and check upon the doings of
the executive officials, and to produce a very salutary
effect upon the general administration of the executive
Government of India, entrusted with the responsible
charge of governing this vast peninsula,—~the richest
diadem of Her Majesty's crown, upon whose Empire, it
might be equally said without entering into the region
of exaggeration, the sun never sets. Gentlemen, it is
not for me to recount and recapitulate the various deeds
done by the Parliamentary Committee to advance the
cause of India, and convince the Indian Government of
the existence of a growing power, lying behind the scene,
that was stigmatized as “dangerous and liable to abuse”
by Lord Lansdowne, in an after-dinner speech, on the
eve of his retirement from the Viceroyalty of India, as
they have been already discussed threadbare all over the
Lind, from every standpint of vicw, both by the public
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and by the press ; but suffice it to say, that it is to their
exertion, influence, support, and co-operation, that Mr.
Herbert Paul's Resolution of 2nd June, 1893, on the
“Simultaneous Civil Service Examinations® owes its
birth, which is no doubt a political victory achieved in
the very face of official opposition, and which being taken
by itself alone, speaks volumes to vindicate the national
conscience of England, which does not seem to be un-
prepared to grant legitimate concessions, subject to legiti-
mate safeguards, to the legitimate aspirations of the
unrepresented millions of India, for whom their mani-
festation of liberal sympathies is sufficiently evident . for
deraonstrating the liberal breadth of view that governs
English character. “Breathes there a heart with soul
s0 dead,” throughout the length and breadth of this land
of lotus, in any Indian hearth or home, as not to be
moved or animated with profound feelings of sincere
gratitude for this glorious victory achicved on our behalf ?
I pause for a reply. No, the eries of “no” emanating
from this meeting denote the sense of the entire public,
as that is the only sentiment that can govern Aryan
character, against whom the charge of ingratitude could
never be brought home to their doors, if any regard is to
be paid at all to their national character, as enunciated
in the Hindoo Secripture, even though the voiceless mil-
lions of India could be found wanting to give due expros-
sion to their feclings, not through any absence of feelings
at all, but through poverty of language to convey an
adequate expression of the same. With these remarks I beg
to resume wy scat, re-iterating our thanks to Mr. Brown
for all that he has dene to further the cause of India
14
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Speeh at a meeting of the Students’ Association held at the
Khagra Missionary School, under the Presidency of the
District Magistrate Mr. J. Kennedy, on the 24th Novem-
ber, 1894, at 8-30 P. M., for the establishment of a public
Library and a Reading room to be attached to the Asso-

. ciation,
MR. PRESIDENT, GENTLEMEN, AND STUDENTS,

In supporting the Resolution placed in my charge, I
shall best consult your convenience, by not attempting
to tire your patience with a lengthened speech at this
late hour, as all my best arguments have been taken away
by the preceding speakers, a lot, which one whose misfor-
tune is to speak last must accept, and which I do clearly
feel, with redoubled force, in the present instance, after
the able addresses delivered just now by the learned
speakei's in charge of the first two Resolutions, who have
handled the subject with a master-hand. The irresistible
conclusion has been already arrived at, that a strong
necessity exists for the establishment of a public Library
and a Reading room for this Association, for the use of
the young hopefuls of the town, whose aspirations for
admisson into a legitimate share of the Government of
their country might receive due fulfilment in due course,
if their character could be duly formed and their abilities
sufficiently developed, to enable them to recognise the
importance of their duties and responsibilities and to
assert their respective positions in their respective spheres
of public life, by taking due advantage of the hidden
treasures that may be drawn out from the mine of a public
Library. Such being the case, it is fur you, gentlemen, to
consider if it is not worth your while to spare no effort to
bring about a practical accomplishment of the laudable
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object aimed at by the Association, about the soundness
‘of which object, nmeither the inspired’ wisdom of an
Ulysses, nor the vast sense of a Plato, nor the splendid
oration of a Burke, nor the thundering eloquence of a
Sheriden, is required to present it for your unqualificd
approval. Every consideration that could be possibly
urged from every bearing, involved in every aspcct of the
question, leaves no other altemat-ivé, than to arrive at the
only inevitable finding, that an appeal to the public purse
is the oply remedy lefs at your. disposal, to carry into
practical effect the object of this Resolution, that has
devolved upon me to support, which is no doubt a very
unpleasant and ungracious task, after all, though by far it
is the most important of all the Resolutions as it deals
with money, which is “sweeter than honey” and constitutes
the backbone of anything and everything that could be
hoped or wished for in this land of the living, Well, gentle-
men, whatever odium might be attached to the ungracious
task, that bas fallen upon my unworthy shoulders, much of
the share attached to that odium might be reduced to a
cypher, when the presence, in our midst of the highest
exccutive authority of the district is taken into consider-
ation. Mr. Kennedy’s benevolent desire and liberal
sympathies are enevidence not only in connection with
this project, which he has come forward to support by
guiding the dcliberations of this meeting, but also with
every public undertaking, caleulated to forward the well-
being of the public. His sympathies on this eccasion would
go a great way to help on this undertaking, and to sow
the seed of a congenial tree that would bear the desired
fruit in due course of time. Qur task being thus consi-
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derably lightened, through the kind interference of the
mighty lord of the District, it would not be a matter of
much difficulty to convince the public of the pressing
importance of the thing, and prevail upon them te suppors
it by pecuniary contribution for the purpose of raising
which, a sub-committe is to be appeinted by this Resolu~
tion, because without pecuniary support ne such project
could be brought to a successful issue. It is no doubt the
bounden duty of those especially, upon whom fortune
smiles, to open their purse strings in support of a project
like this, which, if successfully carried out with its attendant
results, might form the stepping-stone for training up the
youthful minds, and forming the characters of the rizing
generation, upon which lics the very onerous task and
grave responsibility of effecting the regeneration of their
motherland, at o distant day, with the progress of time,
with rapid advance of science and with progressive
improvements in every department of the Fine Aris
among the general masses of the people. Gentlemen, we
would be wanting in our duty, if I were not to avail of
this opportunity to acknowledge in fitting terms, the
invaluable services rendered in this connection by the
present occupant of the Musnud of Belvedere, Sir Charles
Elliot, who deserves the cordial acknowledgments of the
student world, for the warm interest he has evinced and
the energy and promptitude he has generously shown te
inangurate a system for the encouragement of athletie
sports and physical exercises among the students, as evi-
denced by His Honour’s reecent Resolution for supplying
the Calcutta students with a play-ground for recreation
purpose in Marcus Square, in consequence of which, I can
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speak Without fear of contradiction, and I belicve I speak
the sense not only of the student world but also of the
general public, comprising men of every creed and colour,
in making this declaration, that whatever divergence of
opinion might be held by different schools of politics
regarding other lines of the administrative action and
policy taken and laid down by Sir Charles, his sympathetic
attitude and harmonious connection with the student
world is one, in respect of which not even the worst
detractor of his Honour’s administrative policy, can ever
have the hardihood to question his good faith. Gentle-
men, would it be out of place for us to expect, that Sir
Charles’ worthy Lieutenant in' this District, would be
similarly disposed to tread in the footsteps of his illustrious
chief, to signalize his administration, which has already
been marked by the elaboration of a most beneficent
scheme, viz. the scheme for the intreduction of Water
Works in this town? By leaving behind him some per-
manent record of his work among the students of this
towp, he will be only erecting a more enduring monument
of his name and fame in the history of Murshedabad,
which was once the mistress of ancient Bengal. With
these remarks, I beg to support the Resolution, that runs
thus i

“That an executive committee consisting of

Babu Mani Mohon Sen, Zeminder;

Babu Satyendra Nath Bagchi, B L.;

Babu Benode Lall Banerji, M. 4. B. L. ;

Babu Mohini Mohon Rai, M. A.;

The Reverened Kali Prosonno Mookerji, M. &,

and Babu Hemendra Nath Guha,
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with power to add to their number, be formed for the
effecient management of the Library, for raising public
subscriptions for the same.”

———

Speech on "Temperance,” delivered at the Victoria Jubilee Hall
of city Murshedabad, on the 3rd May, 1895, at the Tem-
perance Society, in which Prince Kaderi Mirza, Alias
Budhan Shaheb, presided, and almost all the Princes of
the Nizamut Family and the nobles of the city, and also
a number of English ladies and gentlemen attended.

Mr. CHAIRMAN, LADIES, AND GENTLEMEN,

In responding to the call from our worthy Chairman,
I rise to move the 1st Resolution, placed in my charge,
and in dving so, add the weight of my feeble voice, in
support of this temperance movement, that has found
fitting organisation in different parts of the most im-
portant and influential centres of large population and
intelligence. This movement will no doubt attain com-
plete success at no distant day, with the progress of time,
and with the advancing tide of civilization and above all,
with the educating and chastening influences of the
mighty forces that are being brought to bear upon the
hopeless victims of intemperance through the indefatig-
able exertions of the different Temperance Associations
formed in England, America and India, under the aus-
pices of the distinguished philanthropists Messrs. Samucl
Smith and Caine, both M. P’s of England, Mrs. Linsctt
and other American ladies and Mr. Thomay Evans and
others of India, whose distingnished services in this com-
mendable cause of social reform, must have established
every claim upon the lasting gratitude of the people.
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Gentlemen, the Reverened Mr. Joyce, who opeved this
meeting, has already told you, that it war definitely
scttled, that the worthy Principal of the Berhampur
College, Babu Brojendra Kumar Seal, would address
this meeting and move the 1st Resolution, which I hold
in my hand. But on his declining to do so, at the
eleventh hour, I was asked by Mr. Joyce and his friends,
to take charge of Brojendra Babu's task only a few
hours ago, in consequence of which, I had no time to
collect the requisite materials and to make the necessary
preparations.  Hence I wished, considering the im-
portauce of the question involved in the subject matter
of to-night’s proceedings, that the task had devolved
upon worthier shoulders, who could have handled the
subject with a master-hand. Speaking for myself, I find
myself unequal to the task of doing full justice to, or
of giving a graphic account or description of, the magni-
tude of the pernicious and boundless evils, originating
from over-indulgence and intemperance, the result of
which is the gradual and untimely disappearance of
many a bright genius and ornament of India, which has
tended to weaken the nation, by bringing poverty, by
increasing crime, and by damaging their national
character, which constitutes the most powerful strength
of a nation. Take the instance of the late Indian Milton,
Michael Modhu Shoodan. Did be not fall an untimely
victim to the betwitching snares of this strong “Demon
of Drink " Would not his life have been prolonged, if
he had paid due heed to “Temperance” and not indulged
freely i intemperance ? And would he not have ad-
vanced the causc of his country with 3 degree of success,
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that could be naturally expected from his surpassing
genius 7 Certainly so, there could not be two opinions
in the matter at all. 'To illustrate this object, instances
can be multiplied, but there is no use of doing so, us this
single instance is sufficient to speak volumes in denuncia-
tion of the pernicious evil.

Gentlemen, it is not for me to convinee you, how far
the object of this meeting, which aims at creating a
Branch society in this city of Moorshedabad, in aid of
the main Society 4. e. the Temperance Society at Ber-
hampur, that has been doing, no doubt, a good deal of
practical good, has the sympathy of the general public
of this old city, as this large and representative gathering
composed of the worthy descendants of the late Nawab
Nazim of Bengal has solved that problem. Mr. Joyce
has already explained to you, gentlemen, the noble object
of the Association which you are going to found to-day,
as well as the line of action to be adopted by the
Society with a view to carry out good many beneficial
reforms for the advancement of morality. For me, to
exhaust the subject in all its bearings, and to treat it
in its moral, economical, political and administrative
aspects would take up a great deal of time. The time
placed at my dixposal would hardly enable me to do so
at this late hour, and considering the number of able
speakers who are to fullow me in support of this Resolu-
tion as well as of other resolutions, I ought rather to
consult your convenience than tire your patience with a
lengthened speech, and cut short my remarks and close
my observations with very few words. I have already
tuld you, that the ornaments of civilization, and the bright
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hopes of the Aryan race, the pride, glory, and boast of India,
are gradually disappearing from our community, through
the noxious and pernicious influence of liquor. The habit
of drinking liquor is neither sanctioned by the Hindu
religion or the laws .of Manu, nor by the Mahamadan
religion or the laws of the Koran. It goes to eat into the
very vitals of national life, by increasing crime, and by
bringing poverty, and by shaking the very foundation of
natural character, that forms the mightiest bulwark of a
pation. Hence, no stone should be left unturned, no efforts
should be left unspared, and no means should be left un-
emplayed, by the advocates of Temperance and their sym-
pathisers, to eradicate this pernicious evil, by making a
common cause and by forming universal brotherhood for
the advancement.of this holy crusade, as it affects the well-
being of the countless millions, who could be saved from
untimely death, by being brought within the purview of
this holy movement, and who could be made useful mems,
bers of society, which might result in the practical re-
generation of their mother-land, Gentlemen, to battle
against this social evil and ensure practical suecess of the
social reform contemplated by this Society, in conjunction
with other Temperance Associations of the land, requires
not only Self-help among ourselves, but also help from Gov-
ernment. We must not lose this opportunity to thank Gov-
ernment for whatever reforms they have already intro-
duced, to check consumption of liguor among the general
masses of the people, by abolishing ‘the Out-still System
and by substituing the Sudder Distillery System in its
place, as far as possible ; still, as much remains to be
done in the way of improvement, for achieving complete
15
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success, Government shonld be moved to lose no time to
reform their Excise policy, and to enforce the system of
“local option” and to give due effect to the spirit of the
Resolution passed by the Imperial Parliament on the 30th
April 1889 on the motion of Mr. Samuel Smith, This
Resolution runs thus :—

“That in the opinion of this House, the fiscal system -
of the Government of India, leads to the establishment
of spirit distilleries, liquor and opium shops, in large
number of places, where till recently, they never existed,
in defiance of native opinion and the protests of the
ishabitants, and that such increased facilities for drink-
ing, produce a steadily increasing consumption, and spread
misery and ruin among the industrial classes of India,
calling for immediate action on the part of the Govern-
ment of India, with a view to their abatement.”

Gentlemen, as there can be no difference of opinion
on this matter, I need hardly add, that the whole country
would rise up, and join hand in hand, to sing honour and
glory to those honourable philanthropists, who would
be ultimately able to save India from the pernicious
effucts of this pernicious evil that has brought sad havoc
in many an Indian hearth and home.

With these remarks I beg to move the 1st Resolution
that says—“That it is desirable to start a branch of the
Berhampur Temporance Association in the city of
Moorshedabad, for the purpose of promoting a public
opinion in favour of abstinence from alcoholic liquors,
injurious drugs, and all forms of impurity or immorality.”

s —
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SPEECH ON “HINDU MARRIAGE
EXPENSES.”

Delivered at the Bengal Provincial Conference, held at the
Theatre Hall, Berhampur, on the 4th July of 1895, under
the Presidency of Mr. Ananda Mohan Basu, Member of
the Bengal Legislative Council, before a crowded
audience of about five thousand men, composed of dele~
gates and representatives from most of the districts of
Bengal. ‘ :

T am asked to move the Resolution placed in my charge
in the following terms—“That this Conference is grateful
to the Government for the interest which it has evinced
in the question of Hindoo Marriage expenses. This con-
ference deplores the extravagance which prevails in this
respect, and condemns the practice of extorting large
sums of money from fathers and guardians of the girls,
who are to be given in marriage. This conference is of
opinion that the true remedy for the evil will lie in the
education and enlightenment of public opinion, and will
appeal to leaders to form organisations with a view to
prevent, by the ban of social excommunication or other- .
wise, the exravagant demand made by the fathers and
guardians of bridegrooms.” - It would be insulting to the
intelligence of this distinguished assembly, composed of
the flower of intellect and publie spirit of Bengal, if I
were not to declare at the outset, that this is a Resolution
in respect of which there can be no differnce of opinion
at all amongst different classes of public opinion, irrespec-
tive of creed and colour. Speaking for myself, even if I
were inspired with the divine gift of oratory, I would
hardly have folt wysclf, within the short space of time
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which the Chairman has placed at my disposal, equal to
the task of depicting the numerous evils resulting from
the existing practice, whereby in nine cases out of ten,
the heart’s blood of the fathers and guardians of girls,
proposed to be given in marriage, is sucked out by the
fathers and guardians of bridegroows. This abominable
practice has, I can assure you, hopelessly impoverished
numberless families, and caused sad havoc in many an
Indian home. I ask, is there any one so insensible to
suffering, as not to be moved at the pitiable sight of
these unfortunate victims—I mean the fathers and
guardians of brides—who have, in seventy-five per cent
of cases, no other alternative in giving their danghters in
marriage, than to sell their homes, to meet the extor-
tionate demands made upon them far dowries 2 Is there
any practice more dishanourable, disgraceful, and revelt-
ing to one’s conscience, or one more calculated to cause
untold injury to society than this, or eme that more
merited condemnation in unmeasured terms? There
could not be two opinions on the matter, considering that
. this subject has been discussed thread-bare both by the
public press and the leading political associations of the
country. The effect of the evil has bcen pointed out.
so stropgly, that it has already attracted the attention
of Government. It speaks volumes for the liberal in-
tentions of the Government, that it seems disposed to
take an interest in this question, even though, practically
speaking, it docs pot lie within the range of practical
politics, but it is rather the subject for a social conference
to deeide. But we must not forget, that however well dis-
posed Government may be to help us in this matter,
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it will ultimately find itself impotent to save us practi~
cally, unless our society comes forward to our help and
strengthens the hands of the Government in this matter,
because Government is bound hand and foot not to inter-
fere by legislation with native social customs and usages.
Nor could the machinery of law be allowed to be set in
motion in any way, for various considertions, in matters
of this sort. Speaking for myself, much as I admire
Government for the sympathy shown in this matter, I
am not prepared to ask for interference of Government
by legislation in any way ; all that I hope is, that with
the cordial co-operation and sympathy of Government,,
the much-needed reform would proceed sooner or later
from within our own society. Every consideration that
could be advanced on the subject, leads to the irresistible-
conclusion, that the best way to eradicate this evil would
be to educate and enlighten public opinion, and to appeal.
to the recognised leaders of society to sink all personal
differences and conside}ations., and organise a strong
movement for the extermination of this practice.. Gentle<
men, I desire it to be distinctly understood, in conclusion,,
that I rise to denounce this practice, out of no interest—
ed motives of my own, as my daughter has already beens
warried at a large coet, and as I have no more- daoghter
or uviece to marry. So you see, gentlemen, I have no
personal cause of complaint, so far as the selfish aspect.
of the question is eoncernod, (cheers: and laughter) but.
the strong sense of duty, at whose altar neither my
bumble sclf, nor any member of this august assembly,
ean have any hesitation to bow, gives me no option but
W raise my voice against this vicious practice, that has
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practically brought about degeneration and demoralisa~
tion to such an alarming extent, that even the educated
guardians of the bridegrooms are neither ashamed nor
do they feel any delicacy at all, in nine cases out of
twelve, to offer their sons for sale to the matrimonial
markct, at the highest bidder. This abominable practice
1s al) the more to be condemned, in no measured terms, in
as much as the dowry or money extorted from the
guardians of the brides, does not go either to the pockets
of the brides or their husbands ; but it is generally ap-
plied by the guardians of the bridegrooms in liquidating
their own debts, or in buying houses, or in meeting the
noultifarious necessities and luxuries of life, (Loud cheers
and applause).

With these remarks I beg to move the Resolution,
the wording of which has already been read out befora
the meeting,

——

Speech delivered at a well-attended public meeting of the Resi-
dents of Murshedabd, in memory of the late Mr. Mono
Mohan Ghose, Barrister at Law, held at the Grant Hall
on the 22nd November 1898, in which the question of
“the separation of the Judicial from Executive functions”
was also discussed, under the Presidency of the Govern~
ment Pleader Babu Dina Nath Ganguli,

GENTLEMEN,

You have already been told, why such a representative
gathering composed of every section of the community
and all classes of public opinion have assembled together
in this crowded Hall. It is a call of duty, which will find
aready response in every Indian heart, considering the



( 119 )

invaluable services rendered to India’s cause by one, who
has now gone to an unknown region “from whose bourne
no traveller ever returns.” _ :

Gentlemen, the learned mover and seconder of this
resolution, who being distinguished members of a noble
profession, have, as could be expected from their tower-
ing abilities, paid a fitting tribute of respect, in course
of their able and eloquent addresses, to the memory of
the late lamented Mono Mohan Ghose, in whose honour
memorial meetings are being held in different parts of
India, testifying to the high estimation in which he was
80 deservedly held by all classes of people throughout
the length and breadth of Hindusthan, as well as to the
irreparable loss which the country and the cause of pro-
gress in India -has sustained by his untimely death,
which has cast a gloom all over the land. It is, therefore,
quite unnecessary for me, gentlemen, to inflict a speech
upon you at this late hour by going over the hackneyed
subject again. (Cries of “no, no,” “go on™). Well, gentle-
en, if you can control your patience, I can go on. Speak-
ing for myself, it can be safely declared in no equivocal
terms, that language fails to give due expression to the
universal grief occasioned by the sudden and premature
death of one, who was made up of all the requisite
materials, that constitutes a really generous and kind
beart, an independent and honest advocate, a fearless and
disinterested champion of popular rights, a safe and
trusted public leader, and above all, a sincere and true
patriot, as evidenced by his steadfast devotion to public
duty, inspired by a generous desire to advance his
country’s cause in all the different walks of his life,~a
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trait of character which distinguished his public move-
ments throughout the whole course of his life and deal-
ings. It was he, who had to fight out a very hard battle in
bringing about the establishment of the Bethune College
more than & score of years ago, for education and en~
lightment of the softer sex, at a time, when his country-
men’s deep-rooted prejudice and superstition prevailed
upon them to entertain hostile views on the subject, and
to thwart his object by all means. He felt that a nation
could not be expected to prosper unless both sexes could
be brought to reap the fruit of education in an equal,
degree. Monomohan commanded a very extensive crimi-
nal practice, as his profound knowledge of criminal law
made him a first rate criminal counsel, both in the estima-
tion of the Bench and the Bar, as evidenced by the
high complements paid to his character and abilitics
by the Hon'ble Judges, Barristers and Pleaders of the
High Court, the other day.

His heart was “so full of the milk of human kindness”
that in the midst of his extensive practice, he never
hesitated to espouse the cause of the poor without any
remuneration at all, whenever he was convinced that
innocence was made the victim of malice and conspiracy.
In public life, his political movements and utterances
were characterized by that calmness and moderation,
that won for him the respect of both the rulers and the
vuled It speaks volumes for the extraordinary tact he
had to exercise in battling under various unfavourable
circumstances, to wring out political concessions from
foreign rulers, not by force of arms and wild extravagance,
but by constitutional agitation. '
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In private life, he was so sociable and unassuming,
his temper so genial, his manners so engaging, that to
know him was to love him. True it is, that he adopted
a European mode of living, and in all particulars shared
the social sentiments of the aristocratic element of Eng-
lish society, and conformed entirely to the ways and
usages of polished European community in his habits of
daily life, still it did not diminish one iota of his ardour
or attachment for his mother-land. Hence his countrymen
had no personal cause of complaint so far as his intimate :
connesion with the leaders of English society on a foot-
ing of equality was concerned ; on the other- hand, they
were overjoyed to find, that his constant association on -
equal terms with members of the ruling class, gave him
& pre-eminent -advantage to prevail upon the official -
element towards furtherance of his country’s cause, a task,
which he was eminently fitted to discharge, by virtue -
of his English education and of his genuine sympathy for
national cause. In short having due regard to all his
public and private virtues, it goes without saying, that
his death has caused a lamentable gap, which can hardly
be filled up not only in the present time, but also for some
generations to come,

Of all the different claims he has upon the gratitude
of the people, none can deserve prominent mention
in comparison to the memorable service, which he has
rendered to his country by carrying the constitutional
agitation across the seas on the subject of the burning
question of the day, 4. e. “The separation of the Judicial
from Executive functions,” by publishing two pamphlets -

16
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on the subject, and thereby convincing the English
public, with all the force of convictions of a conquering
hero, of the inevitable necessity, that has arisen, to
separate the two functions for the sake of justice to the
voiceless millions of India. I had a talk with him on
this subject at the Bethune College in the last week of
August last on the occasion of presenting a farewell
address to the late Chief Justice Sir Comer Petheram, in
course of which, he said that he could multiply instances
from his own professional experience over and above those
cases that were shiown in his pamphlet ; to show that the
liberty of a moffusilite could be considered hardly safe, if
he has the misfortune to incur the displeasure of the
mighty Lord of the district, unless he the District Magis-
trate who combines in his person both the Judicial and
Executive authority, be divested of his judicial functions,
Little did I think at the time when bidding him farewell
that it was the eternal farewell that I was bidding. Since
then the late Lieutenant Governor of Bengal Sir Charles
Elliott has written an article in the Asiatic Quarterly
Review against the reform urged upon the authorities by
Mr. Ghose in his pamphlets, It is, indeed, a misfortune
for India, that the rude hand of death has snatched him
away at & time when he was preparing to “crush Sir
Charles completely,” which, if he had lived, he could have
succeeded in doing, considering the extraordinary mastery
he had over the subject, which had engaged his anxious
care and attention for the last twenty years. Asthis
subject was so very dear to his heart, I think, the best
and the most effective and appreciative memorial, that
could be erected to perpetuate his memory, will be the
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establishment of an organised agency by his countrymen,
to continue his work of reform, until it is brought to a
successful issue, This would find a greater solace and
constitute a far greater consolation for him in his grave.
Gentlemen, I am therefore, with your permission, going
to enter upon this subject and put before you both sides
of the case. This brings me to the 2nd part of this
Resolution.

#Separation of the Judicial from Executive Functions.”

Gentlemen, of all the problems connected with the
administration of India, the expediency of this reform
urged upon the national justice and conscience of England
by the united public voice of India for complete separa-
tion of the juditial from executive functions, is a question
in respect of which, responsible leaders of all parties and
interests are practically united. If needs no “oracle of
Delphi” to declare why such a perfect unanimity prevails
on the subject amongst different shades of public opinion
including responsible ministers of both parties <. e
Conservatives and Liberals. This could hardly have been
the case, if something were not “rotten in the state of
Denmark.” The very fact, that numerous evils and abuses
have resulted from the union of judicial and executive
functions in the person of the District Magistrate,—the
autocratic chief, who practically wields thereby all the
requisite power and authority, attached or equivalent to a
mandate emanating from the masnad of Constantinople,
speaks volumes in denunciation of the existing system,
so far as the principle involved in it is concerned. In
giving expression to this view, I can count upon the



( 124 )

-support of the official opinions, not only of the bye-gone
days, since the transfer of Government from the East
India Company’s control to the crown, but also of the
recent public declarations by the Secretary of State Lord
Kimberley, who, from his place in parliament in May 1893,
felt himself bound to admit in the House of Lords, that
the present system was contrary to right and ‘good prin-
ciple, but that financial considerations debarred them
from adopting requisite measures to carry out the neces~
sary reform, and this view of the question was also shared
by his successor i1t office Lord Cross. The opinions of the
authorities allnded to are contained in the following
passages quoted from different public documents from
1857 to 1883 :— .

Extract from the dissentient minute of the Hon'ble
J. P. Grant, ( afterwards Lientcnant Governor of Bengal ),
Member of the Council of the Governor General, and
concurred in generally by the late Chief Justice Mr.
Peacock, dated February 1857, regarding the union of
Judicial and Executive powers in the same hands:—“I
have no doubt that if there is any real difference between
India and Europe in relation to this question, the differ-
is all in favour of relieving the Judge in India frora all
connexion with the Detective officer and prosecutor, The
judicial ermine is, in my judgment out of place in the
bye-ways of the Detective Policeman in any country, and
those bye-ways in India are unusually dirty.”

Extract from the instructions issued by the Governe
ment of India to the Police Commission of 1860, when
forwarding a resolution of the Home Department, dated
17th August, 1860
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“The functions of a Police are either protective and
repressive or detective, to prevent crime and disorder, or
to find out criminals and disturbers of the peace. These
functions are in no respect judicial.” “The golden rule
should be borne in mind, that the judicial and police
functions are not to be mixed up or confounded, that
the active work of preventing or detecting crime is to
rest entirely with the Police, and not to be interfered with
by those who are to sit in Judgment on the criminal.”

Extract from the Report of the Police Commlsswn
of 1860, dated September, 1860 :—

“As a rule there should be complete severance of
executive police from judicial authorities; that the
official who collects and traces out the links of evidence—
in other words, virtually prosecutes the offender—should
never be the same as the officer, whether of high or
inferior grade, who is to sit in judgment on the case,
even with a view to committal for trial before a higher
tribunal. As the detection and presentation of criminals
properly devolve on the Police, no Police officer should be
permitted to have any judicial function.

“That the same true principle, that the Judge and
Detective officer should not be one and the same, applies
to officials having by law judicial functions, and should,
as far as possible, be carcfully observed in practice,”

Extract from the speech, delivered by the Hon'ble
Sir Barnes Peacock, at a meeting of the Viceregal Legis- .
lative Council on the 6th October, 1860, when a Bill for
the better regulation of Police was introduced =—

“As to the principle of separating the Judicial and
Executive functions of the Police, he could not agree
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with the Hon'ble member for Bengal. He (the Vice-
President) had always been of opinion that a full and
complete separation ought to be wade between the two
functions.” In course of discussion on this bill in Couneil
a distinguished member of the Council Mr. Sconce admit-
ted the soundness of the principle involved in the question
of the separation of judicial from executive duties, and
the mover of the bill Sir Bartle Frere also declared from
his place in Council that “prejudices of longstanding
stood in the way of this reform, which would be carried
out at no distant-day.” .

Extract from the annual report on the administration
of criminal justice in the Lower Provinces for 1866,
being letter No. 874 A from C. D. Field, Esqr,, Registrar
of the High Court, to the Secretary to the Government
of India,—~dated 27th July 1867 :—

“I am to observe that, in the opinion of the High
Court, there can be no doubt that in Lower Bengal (and
it is important to bear in mind that observations refer
ring to the Lower Provinces are frequently quite inappli-
cable to other parts of India) the time has arrived at
which the necessity of separating the judicial from the
executive branch of the service must be fairly looked in
the face, and the means of accomplishing the separation
carefully considered.”

Extract from a Note by Mr. (afterwards Sir) H. S.
Maine, 12th March, 1868 :—

“In Bengal Proper, it seems to me, the interchanging
of judicial and administrative functions is ruinous to
the credit of efficiency of both branches of the service.”

Extract from letter of the Hon'ble Ashley Eden,
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Secretary to the Government of Bengal, judicial Depart-
ment, dated 1st December, 1869, embodying the views of
Sir William Grey, the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal.

“The Lientenant-Governor is satisfied that the pro-
gress of events has been such that, if our administration
of Justice is to command respect and secure confidence,
the special qualifications of those who preside over the
highest local courts must be materially improved, and
that the proper means for doing this is to place them at
a comparatively early period of life in a position which
will concentrate their attention on the requirements of
the judicial line as a profession, will hold out induce-
ments to them to perfect themselves in that profession
by study, and will afford them a practical training for it.

This can only be done by disconnecting the future
judge from the distraction of executive duties.

Noris it only for the improvement of the judicial
service that this separation is called for. The administra-
tion on the executive side has also become more scientific
and exact, and the work of the Executive offices is. multi-
plying and extending upon every side. In some of the
larger districts the labour imposed by the union in one
officer of executive and judicial administration is so great
as to diminish the efficiency of the former as well as of
the latter; and in those smaller districts in which there
is no second officer, the want of one has been long most
urgently felt.”

Extract from paragraph 4 of Despatch of the Govern-
ment of India, No. 313, Department of Finance and
Comuerce, to the Secretary of State, dated 5th Novem-
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ber, 1883, relative to the re-organization of the Punjab
Commission = .

“While fully adhering to the general principle of
effecting a more complete separation between judicial
and executive function, we are not satisfed that the
precise mode of separation suggested by the Local Govt.
was the best that could be devised. We were of opinion
that not only should commissioners be entirely relieved of
their judicial functions, but that Deputy Commissioners
should also have their hands set free for revenue and
executive duties which are annually becoming heavier
and more important.”

This is not all. This official opinion has been supported
also by good many Anglo-Indian retired officials who are,
by virtue of their residence in India where they had to
spend the best part of their lives in performance of
their official duties, and who had likewise ample occasions
to come in contact with all classes of the people and to
ascertain their wants and wishes, competent to speak
with an air of authority on the question. Among these
distinguished personages can be found the names of Sir
Richard Garth, the late Chief Justice of the Bengal
High Court, Sir William Markby the late Judge of the
Bengal High Court, Sir Raymond West, late Judge of the
High Court of Bombay, Sir John B. Phear, late Judge of
the Bengal High Court and late Chief Justice of Ceylon,
Mr. Herbert L Reynolds late Secretary of the Government
of Bengal and member of the Viceroy's Council, and Sir
Lepel Griffin who have one and all condemned the system,
and stiggested the indespensable necessity that has arisen
from growing progress of the country and intelligence
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of the people, for divesting all exccutive offices from
performance of judicial duties. They have clearly shown
that, in the interests of the pure and efficient administra-
tion of justice, of public confidence in the constituted
tribunals, and of the eredit of British rule in India, the
long talked of and much needed reform, should be carried
out with as little delay as practicable, having due regard
to the unanimous voice of public opinion of India, ex-
pressed through their exponent, the Indian National
Congress. '

With regard to the financial aspect of the question, it
can be satisfactorily proved, that due effect can be prac-
tically given to the proposed reform at a trifling cost to
the public exchequer, if the scheme, laid down by Mr
R. C. Dutt ¢ 1.E. (Commissioner of the Orissa Division)
on the subject, is practically carried into operation, as that
will go a great way to bring about the desired object
without recourse to any fresh legislation and without
adding to the burdens of the people in any way. This
scheme is very plain, and no reason can be:adduced
in consistence with the principles of justice, why this
scheme should not be accepted by Government, if Lord
Kimberley's declaration as to his inability to carry out
the proposed reform on the score of financial pressure
was to be taken as such, apart from the all-absorb-
ing question of the loss of “prestige,” which I am afraid
was in a manner involved in it, though his Lordship openly
contradicted Sir Richard Garth's statement on the point in
the House of Lords in May 1893 in the following words :—
“I caninno way admit that the Union of these two
powers is maintained in India for the purpose of enhan-

17
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cing the prestige of the officers of the Indian Government.”
It is proposed by the Scheme laid down in the Note
recorded in 1834 by Mr. R. C. Dutt, to make all
magistrates who try cases subordinate to the appellate
and revisional authority of only the District Judge,
and the District Magistrate remaining as before, to quote
the words of Mr. R. C. Dutt, “the head executive officer,
the head revenue officer and the head police officer of his
district. _

“He will collect revenue and taxes, and perform all
the work connected with the revenne administration with
the help of his assistants and deputies. He will continue
to perform all executive work ; and will be armed with the
necessary powers. He will watch and direct police in-
vestigations, and will be virtually the prosecutor in crimi-
nal cases. But he will cease to try or to have tried by
his subordinates, criminal cases in respect of which he
19 the police officer and the prosecntor.

“On the other hand, the District Judge will, in addi-
tion to his present duties, supervise the work of Joint
Magistrates and Deputy Magistrates employed on pure-
ly judicial work. This work of supervision will be better
and impartially done by trained judicial officers than
by over-worked executive officers, who are also virtually
prosecutors. And the evil which arises from the combi-
nation of functions of the prosecutor and the judge, of
which we have had some striking illustrations of late,
will cease to exist when the prosecutor is no longer
the judge.”

It is held by the supporters of the existing system,
that no harm has actually accrued from the system,
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which possesses countervailing advantages of considerable
weight and and importance, though it may be objection-
able on the ground of theory. It is necessary to mee
this argument advanced by the late Lieutenant Governor
of Bengal, Sir Charles Elliot, in an article contributed by
him in the October number of the “dsiatic Quarterly
Review,” with a view to vindicate the existing system,
which has been assailed and attacked by Mr. Ghose in
his published Pamphlets, one containing opinions of dis-
tinguished authorities on the combination of judicial
and executive functions, the other being a collection of
cases showing the evils of that combination. With refer-
ence to this line of contention, it may be remarked in reply,
that, in this case, the onus of proof shifts upon Sir Charles
for his having made an especial allegation. It must evi-
dently be a reasonable inference, that a system, that is
vicious on principle, is expected to produce evil conse-
quence. Bot as Sir Charles wants to establish a contrary
proposition, it is for him to adduce the necessary evidence
in justification of his own ground by placing necessary
materials before the public. But his article seems to be
silent on this point, from the average estimate of which,
the defence taken up by him can hardly be established to
satisfy an unprejudiced mind.

In denouncing the case set up by Mr. Ghose in his
Pamphlets, Sir Charles Elliot from his anxiety to uphold
the existing system, declares that :—*“The existing system
has great werits and advantages, that it in no way
trenches on the judicial independence of the subordinate
magistrates, that there are weighty arguments against
its modification, besides those which arise from financial
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considerations, and that no valid proof has been adduced
of any evil arising from it.”

Then to justify the truth involved in the proposition
laid down by Sir Charles, as to the merits and advantages
of the present system, justifying .its continuance he
writes —“The keynote to our success in Indian Ad-
ministration has been the adoption of the eriental
view that all power should be collected into the hands
of a single official, so that the people of the District
should be able to look up to one man in whom the
various branches ‘of authority are centred ; and who is
the visible representative of Government.” “The Police
Department, the Engineer Department, the Forest Depart-
ment, the Sanitation Department, have all, as they grew
up, tried to shake themselves free of the District Magis-
trate, but have been replaced in their proper position by
such Lieutenant Governors as Sir George Campbell in
Bengal, and Sir John Strachey in the North Western
Provinces,—not so as to cripple the power of the experts
in each department, but so as to collect al} the threads of
Lovernment in the District Magistrate’s hands, enabling
him thus to use the knowledge of all for the purposes of
each.” “In judicial matters, the more responsible duties of
sessions trial and the technical work of Civil Justice, have
been placed in the hands of the judge; but there still
remains under the District Magistrate's orders the body of
subordinate magistrates, who dispose of simple criminal
cases, and commit the graver to the sessions, and the
reasors, which bave been stated above, apply with great
force to the retention of their subordination,”

“The opponents of the system draw the picture of an
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.

officer who, because he has to some extent supervised and
guided the police operations which end in the arrest of an
accused person, becomes so biassed that he is unable to
weigh aright the evidence which is produced on the trial.”

“There is no real distinction in kind between the action
taken before and after the trial. The Police officer is
exercising a sort of judicial capacity when he decides
whose story he shall believe and which of two classes he
shall follow up; the magistrate exercises a similar capacity
when he believes or disbelieves the witnesses who appear
before him on the Bench. To say that weak evidence
will appear strong to him because he heard it before the
trial, or that he cannot appreciate the force of new
evidence, because he did not hear it before, is unwarrant-
ed; to say that he will b2 so possessed with the passion
of the hunter as to be incapable of listening fairly to
any evidence in favour of the hunted, is an hypothesis
unjustified by general expericnce or by knowledge of any
but the worst sides of human nature.”

“The Subordinate Magistrates derive great beneﬁt
from the advice and guidance of an experienced senior
when they are young and from inspection of a peripati-
tic officer, whether they are young or old, and that the
substitution of the control of the judge for that of the
district Magistrate would defeat these ends.”

In support of his case, Sir Charles also cites an
extract from the Late Licutenant Governor of the N. W.
Provinees, Sir John Strachey’s “India”, and adds the
weight of Sir John's authority to substantiate his line of
dcfence in the following words :—

“We ofien hear demands for the more complete separ-
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ation of executive and judicial functions in India, but
they are demands based on the assumption that because
this is good for England it is good for India also. There
could be no greater error, The first necessity of good
administration in India is that it should be strong, and
it cannot be strong without the concentration of authority.
In the every day internal administration there is no
office so important as that of the Magistrate and
Collector. He is one of the mainstays of our dominion,
and few steps eould be taken in India which would be
more mischievous and dangerous than to deprive him of
those powers which alone enable him to maintain his
position ag the local representative of Government.”

It is, in fact, quite a preposterous thing for Sir Charles,
even with the anthoritative opinion of Sir John Strachey
by his side, to attempt to defend the existing anoma-
lous system of judicial administration on principle, consi-
dering the anthoritative declaration on the subject of a
mighty authority, before whom neither Sir John Strachey
nor Sir Charles Elliot will have any hesitation to bow,
I mean Lord Cornwallis, whose memorable Regulation II.
of 1793 contains the following passage :—

“The Ravenue Officers must be deprived of their
judicial powers, All financial claims of the public, when
disputed under the regulations, must be subjected to the
cognizance of the courts of judicature superintended by
Jjudges, who, from their official situations, and the nature of
their trusts, shall not only be wholly uninterested in the
‘result of their decisions, but bound to decide impartially
between the public and the propricters of land, and
between the latter and their tenants. The collectors of
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revenue must not only be divested of the power of deciding
upon their own acts, but rendered amenable for them to
courts of judicature, and collect the public dues subject to
a personal prosecution for every exaction exceeding the
amount which they are authorized to demand on behalf of
the public, and for every deviation from the regulations
prescribed for the collection of it.”

" History has sufficiently demonstrated the soundness
of view, that actuated the framers of the Regulations of
1793 to lay down general principles, that were to form a.
guide for better administration of the country in all the
different branches of the administration; because it
cannot be denied that the country has begun to prosper
in various ways since that time, and that highly beneficial
results, both financial and political, having accrued there-
from, have amply justified the wisdom of the policy and the
measure adopted by that distinguished statesman with a
view to construct the solid fabric of administration for
India on a better footing. If this view of the case was
considered applicable at such a remote period as 1793,
when it could be the natural outcome of a reasonable
expectation, that political considerations, having due
regard to the unsettled state of the Government at
the time, should dictate a rigid system of Bureaucratic
rule in the interest of the administration or Government
of the day, (though unfortunately Lord Curnwallis’s policy
in that respect has not been followed by successive
administrations), how much more should it be held appli-
cable now after a century, having due regard to the
peaceful state of the present Government, and to the
advancing stage of public opinion, when the country is
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disturbed neither by external nor by internal disorders,
I leave you to judge.

Sir Charles’s idea of applying oriental principle in the
Government of this country as expressed in the quoted
extract, can hardly be entertained, in view of the total
failure that has attended the Government of Turkey,—the
recognised head of the Oriental Empire, as evidenced by
utter misrale and corruption that govern the cabinet of
Constantinople. It shows that old times having changed
along with the altered circumstances of the country, the
old method of government has now become quite
unsnited to the people considering the aspirations of the
rising generations.

It appears from the extract quoted above from Sir
Charles Elliot's article, that he grounds his support of the
Present system, not upon an empty phrase like “prestige,”
though this very prestige is laid at the very root of this
desired reform, but upon two definite propositions, viz.—
first, that, the District Magistrate should hold in his hands
all the threads of the different branches of the adminis-
tration, and should have the officials in all those branches
under bis. general control; secondly, that the District
Magistrate should advise, guide, and inspect the Subordi-
nate Magistrates, and that this object could not be gained
if the control of the Judge were to be substituted for
that of the Magistrate. Sir Charles then, after carefully
analysing the twenty selected cases published in Mr.
Ghose’s pamphlet, declares that “Jr. Ghose’s attack has
wholly failed,” inasmuch as he has come to the conclu-
sion, after a carcful scrutiny, that six of the cases are
_quite irrelevant to the point at issue; that in five cases,
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which would have been prevented if the District Magistrate
had no powsr of transferring cases or of giving instruc-
tions to a subordinate Magistrate, there is nothing to show,
that the prevention of the Magistrate’s action would not
have been pure loss to the administration of justice;
that 9 cases do not point out the system to be radically
wrong ; but simply “involved the personal equation of
the Magistrates concerned,” and that in all the cases,
except one alone, “the acceptance of the reform urged
upon us, would have failed to remedy the injustice which °
was done or seems to have been done. These two propo-
sitions, being void of a solid foundation, and evidently
based upon Dbaseless assumptions, eannot be held appli-
cable to govern the present case for the following very
simple reason.  Under the existing law the magistrate is
competent to try simple cases and various classes of minor
offences and commit the grave or ths more important
classes of heinous off:nces to the Sessions Court, which
he has no power to try at all, in consideration of which,
how can it be considered a monstrous suggestion, if he
(the Magistrate) is debarred from trying any ease at all
If he has no jurisdiction to try a murderer, where is the
harm if he is not allowed to try a thief? When the work-
ing of this system, nadar which all serious criminal cases
are disposed of by the Sessions Judge, does not appear to
have shaken public confidence for so long a time, and is
found to have worked smoothly, no reason can be advanced,
in consonance with the principles of justice and expedi-
ency, why the Judge cannot be a competent authority to
exercise proper control over the judicial doings of the
subordinate magistraey. The Julz: can be, as much a
18
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peripatetic officer, as the District Magistrate is, and he
can be expected to supervise the work of the subordinate
Magistrates, and to counscl, instruct and guide them,
with as much usefulness as the District Magistrate
does ; because Joint and District Magistrates having been
" a3 a rule, promoted to the offices of District Judges,
the Judge combines in his person not only the experi-
ence of all the executive training of a magistrate,
but also a superior knowledge of law, in consideration of
" which, he can be better fitted to exercise adequate control
over the judicial duties of the subordinate magistrates.
With regard to the administration of executive depart-
ments, how can the District Magistrate be considered the
centre of all authority in view of the different Depart-
ments. viz., Excise, Registration, Education, Public Works,
Post Office, and Municipality, that have sprung up and are
directly controlled by their own Departmental Heads? He
holds no control over the Post Office Department at all. He
has no direct concern with the Education Department as
education (other than Primary) is not entrusted to his
charge. He is no longer the er-officio Chairman of
Municipalities. Public Works, Excise, and Registration,
are gradually going to specialize themselves under their
own Departmental Heads. But still official reports have
borne ample testimony of the remarkable progress they
have shown, with a tendency towards further advance,
even though these Departments are not directly adminis-
tered by the Executive Head of the district. Hence, it
follows, that the district administration can prosper with-
out the absolute necessity of all power being collected
in the hands of a single official,” or in other words, without
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“the threads of the different branches. of the administra-
tion” being held in the hands of the District Magistrate,
as laid down by Sir Charles. On the other hand, it can
be shown to demonstration, that the sucecess of the ad-
ministration rests, not upon the concentration of all power
in the hands of a single official, but upon all our officers
making a judicious use of all the powers they hold. If
the administration can prosper by keeping the District
Magistrate in touch only with the different Executive
Departments, that are practically controlled by their res-
pective Departmental Heads, no reason can there be in
consistence with the principles of justice and fairness,
why it cannot prosper as well in respect of the ad-
ministration of Justice at the same time, if the Magis-
trate is divested of his judicial powers,

With regard to the trial of cases by the District
Magistrate, as well as on the point of interference by him
with the judicial independence of his subordinates, Sir
Charles says :—“The more important item in the District
Magistrate’s power consists in his control over the Sub-
ordinate Magistrates, and it is this which is attacked,
on the plea, that he uses, or may use, this control to affeck
their judicial independence. I fully agree, of course, that
any such interference would be unjustifiable; but I
maintain, that such cases, if they have occurred, have
been most exceptional ; and that there is too much good
s:nse and honourable feeling among the District Magis-
trates to allow any danger of the sort to exist.”

“That any one should say to a subordinate ‘I consider
this man guilty and you must decide him to be 80’ would
be monstrous ; but no one bas asserted that interference
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of the kind takes place” “The District Magistrate does,
as a matter of fact, try so few cases, that no very serious
evil would ensue if he did not possess the power. There
are many districts in Bengal in which he does not try
twelve cases in a year. Still there are some classes of
offences, such as those committed by Europeans, which,
under the law, a native subordinate Magistrate cannot
try, and there are political “causes celebres” in which a
native might be suspected of bias or of weakness. On
account of these, it is well that he should retain this
power; and it is- occasionally useful that he should take
up an important and difficult case to set an example to
his subordinates of the proper way of dealing with it.”

It will be thus seen, that Sir Charles admits that no
" harm would ensue if the District Magistrate did not
possess the power of trying cases himself, as he tries very
few criminal cases. I need hardly add, that the real
nature of the evil and the operation of the suggested
remedy are entircly lost sight of by this argument. The
mischief really arises, not from the cases which the
District Magistrate personally tries, but from his power
to try such cases as he thinks fit; from his power to
make over cases as shown above from an independent.
spirited subordinate to a weak-minded one, who will
be a serving tool in his hands; from his power to
interfere, at every stage of a trial, on pretence of giving
instructions, which generally convey the force of a
command ; from his power at once to conduct the pro-
secution, and to dictate the penalty in a m-nner under
cover of giving advice. Nothing could inspire greater
astonishment than the glaring inconsistency with which
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Sir Charles appears to have ignored or suppressed; in the

first part of the extract quoted above, the real fact of
some cases, mentionod in Mr. Ghose’s pamphlet, and

criticized by Sir Charles in .his article, amongst which

Raja Surya Kanta Acharjya’s case deserves prominent

notice. These cases will go to contradict Sir Charles

and bind him hand and foot on the point. The argu-

ments contained in the concluding portion -of the quoted

extract, as to the legal disability of native Magistrates

to try offences committed by Europeans, and as to their

disqualifications to try political “causes celebres” on the

ground of suspected bias or weakness, and as to the

occasional usefulness of a lesson to be given to the sub-

ordinates by the trial of an important and difficult case

by the District Magistrate, can be best disposed of, on the

point, by the following considerations. When invariably a
European assistant or a Joint Magistrate is placed in

every district, against whom the charge levelled at the

devoted head of native Deputy Magistrates can be hardly

brought home, and who could be confidently expected to:
decide the exceptional cases with equal efficiency and in--
dependence, of course in subordination to the District

Judge, the objections urged against the withdrawal of the -
power of trying cases from the District Ma%trat,es hands

might be sufficiently met,

Finally, Sir Charles appears to regard District Magis-
trates, whom Mr. Reynolds styles to be his “clients” in his.
article in the dsiatic Quarterly Review, to be infalli-
ble in every case. But is it not a fact that “all that
glitters i3 not gold,” and that the very fact of the District.
Magistrate's holding judicial and executive authority
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with the absolute power of trying whatever cases he
thinks fit, and of transferring cases from the file of one
subordinate to another, is sufficient to over-awe the
people with an.impression that the sword of Damocles
is hanging over their heads, whether he chooses to exer-
cise his authority or not, and that human nature is
human nature liable to commit mistakes, because “to err
is human”, in consideration of which, it would be for
you, gentlemen, to consider, how far it would be safe, to
trust that human nature, and to declare it infallible, on
the ' strength of which conviction, the introduction of
such an important reform is hanging fire for so long a
time, which might be continued till Doomsdey, if more
sympathetic and liberal counsels do not happen to prevail
in the mean time.

The selected cases quoted by Mr. Ghose fully de-
monstrate the importance of all the aforesald remarks,
and bear out the truth involved in the description of the
real state of facts. These cases, which so clearly illustrate
the baneful consequences of the existing system, would
never have seen the light of day, if the system had been
done away with, ensuring thereby the purity and high tune
of the constituted tribunals. Bub these cases are sure
to go on multiplying, as forming the natural outcome
and inevitable consequence inseparable from the existence
of the present system. Even our rulers, whose good faith
and noble object we mnever question, with all their best
intentions, would find themselves utterly impotent to
deal with these evils, unless and until the proposed reform,
by which the District Magistrate is to be not only divested
of judicial functions, but by which all judicial officers also
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are subjected to the control of the judicial authorities alone,
is not carried into execution. It is quite unnecessary for me
to go into details of every case mentioned in Mr. Ghose's
pamphlet, as those cases have been clearly examined by
no less eminent personages than Mr. Reynolds, Sir John
Phear, Mr. Dacosta, and Mr, Murison, and declared by
them quite relevant to the present discussion, and suffi-
ciently clear to illustrate the evils of the existing system,
in the able articles contributed by them in the Asiatic
Quarterly Review in answer to Sir Charles Elliot.

To sum up. Having due regard to the consensus of
official opinion, as well as to the declared public opinion
of India in favour of the abolition of the present system
altogether, whereby a thief-catcher becomes a thief-trier,
or in other words, the same man is allowed to be the
Police officer, the Prosecutor, and virtually the Judge,
through combination of judicial and executive authority
in one man, in consideration of which, it is not too
much to say, from my personal experience as a Muffusil
Zeminder and as a special Honourary Magistrate of this
district, that honour and liberty of no man in the moffusil,
however high his status might be, can be regarded safe and
secure, who does not appear to be in the good books of
that man, who is no other than the District Magistrate,
it can be unquestionably declared, from every possible
stand point of view, considering the growing needs and ad-
vancement of the country, that time has come when the
much-needed reform should no longer be delayed, as a
concession to public opinion and feeling. This would
raise the so-called “prestige” of Government in the
estimation of the people, to such an extent, that it would
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constitute a far more enduring monument of their enlight-
ened and sagacious statesmanship, tending to strength.
en the permanent held of British rule upon the very
hearts and contentment of 250 millions of Indian subjects.

With these remarks I beg to support the resolution
standing in my name, thanking yon, gentlemen, for the
opportunity you have given me to avail myself of this
occasion to place my views before the public on a very
important question of all absorbing public interest, viz,
the “Separation of Judicial and Executive duties”, by
grantingme a patient and indulgent hearing for such
a length of time,
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LIST OF SUBSCRIBERS AND SYMPATHISERS,

Names, OCCUPATION, . ADDRESS.
Ifis Highness the Nawab Bahadoor of Moorshidabad, | The first Noble of Bengal, i Moorshedabad.
Amir-ul-Owrab, @, €. 1. E. Beliar, and Orissa, son and
heir of the last Nawab
Nazim of Bengal, Behar,
and Orissa,
Iler Highness the Mabharani Sarnamoyi, & 1. 0. 6. 1 Zemindar, Cashimbazar,
Raja Peary Molan Mookerjee Bahadoor, ¢. 8.1, M. A, B. L | Zemindar, Utterparah,
Iate Member of the Imperial Legislative Council
of India, Fellow of the Calcutta University.

Raja Bir Sourindra Mohan Tagore Bahadoor, &T. 6. 1. E, | Zemindar, Pathuriaghatts,
MU8., DOC., 0XON. Fellow of the Calcutta University. Calcutta, - -
Raja Ranjit Singh Bahadoor, Honourary Magistrate, Zemindar. Nashipore, Dist.

Municipal Comwissioner and Member of ¥he District Moorshedabad.
Board. .
Kumar Devendra Nath Roy, Zemindar, Murshedabad.
Kumar Upendra Kriehna Deb Bahadeor Landholder, Sovabazar,

Calcutta,
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Naues, ‘QCCTPATION, ApbrEss,
Kumar Ashima Krishna Deb Bahadoor Landholder, Sovabazar,
‘ Calcutta,
Dao Jogendra Naryan Rai, Zemindar, Lalgola,
| Dt. Murshedabad.
Rao Shaheb Ganput Singh, Municipal Commissioner, Zewindar. Azimgunge, .
Dt, Murshedabad.
Dewan Fazal Rabbi Khan Bahadoor Prime Minister to the Nawab | Moorshedabad.
Bahadoor of Moorshedabad.
Hon'ble A. M. Bose, . A, Roychand Premchand Scholar, [ Barrister-at-law,  Member, | Calcutta,
Cambridge Wrangler. Bengal Legislative Council
and Fellow of the Calcutta
Uuiversity.
Barrister-at-law. Caleutta,

Mr. Monmolian Ghose (Deceased),

Rai Srinath Pal Baladoor, B A, B. 1. Manager to Her
Ilighnesa the Maharani Sarnamoyi, M. 1. 0, ¢. 1. Honour-
ary Magistrate, Chaivwan, Berbampore Municipality,

Rai Dhanopat Singh Bahadoor, (Deceased).

Rai Baikantho Nath Dose Rahadoor, Bullion Keeper, Cal-
o “vmﬂ‘d#ng‘_v Mavirtrate, Caloutta,

Zemindar,

Zewindar and Banker,

Zemindar,

Saidabad, Dt.
Moorshedabad,

Baluchar, Dt.
Moorshedabad.

Calcutta,
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Lai Okhil Chandra Mookerjee Bahadoor, Honourary
Magistrate, Commissioner, Calentta Municipality,

Rai Betab Chand Dahadoor, Honourary Magistrate,

Rai Hara Krishna Mazamdar Bahadoor, Honorary Magis-
trate, Member of the District Board, Chairman of the
Local Board (deceased)

Babn Srinath Das, Fellow and Examiner of the Calcutta
University, :

Rai Ehetra Moban Chatterjee Bahadoor, . 1. ¢. . Hony.
Magistrate, Chairman Barasat Municipality, Fellow of
the Caleutta Unijversity,

Babu Saroda Charan Mitra, M. 4., B. L. Roychand Prem-
chand acholar, Fellow of the Caleutta University, late
Tagore Law lecturer and examiner of the Calcutta
University, Member, Central Text-book Committee.

Babu Jotish Prosad Gliose, M. 4., B. L, Attorney-at-Law,

A Divinional Commissioner, Judicial and Executive Offi-
cers of Gove. including a Magistrate and a Judge, an
Executive Engineer, Officera of the Education, Post
Office, Public Works, Police, Finance, Medical; and
Miuisterial Departments.”

Babu Baikantho Nath Sen, 5. 1. Hononrary Magistrate,
Secretary Standing Congress Committee, late President
Moorehedabad Association aud Clairman Berbampors
Municipality. :

Zemindar.

Zemindar.

Zemindar,

Senior, Pleader, High Court.

Zemindar, .

Retired Executive Engineer,

Pleader, High Court,

Zemindar,

Pleader and Zemindar.

Khiderpore,
Dt. 24 Pergonas.

Azimgunge Dt
Moorshedabsd.

Tslampur,
Dt. Murshedabad.
Calcutta,

Barasat,
Dt. 24 Perganas,

Calcntta,

Caleutta,

Berhampur.
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Naweq,

OccoparTioN,

ADDREsS.

DBaln Nilmony Ganguli, Hony. Magistrate, Municipal

Commiasioner, Member of the Local Board, Pleader,
Judges Court,

Bahu  Mrittanjoy Bliattacharjee, B 0. ®, Honourary
Magistrate sud Municipal Commissioner,

Babu Moni Lal Nalar, Hononrary Magistrate, Chairman,
Azimgunge Mauisipality, Member, District Board,

J. Glioshal Esq. Preaidency Magistrate, Seeretary Indian
Natioual Congress, Commissioner, Calcutta Municipality.

Babu Radhika Oharan Sen, Honorary Magistrate, Presi-
deut Murshedabad Association,

Babu Mukunda Lal Barman,

Hony, Magistrate, and
Municipal Commissioner,

Babn Bijoya Krishna Maitra, 8. 1., Hony. Magistrate, and
Vice-Chairman Berhampore Municipality (deceased).

Dabu Gopal Lall 8eal.

Babu Anath Nath Mallick,

Pah Tom Musndre Ynepad

Zemindar and Pleader.

Aset. Manager to Her High.
vesa Maharani Sarnowmoyi,
MLOEIL

Zemindar,

Landholder.

Zemindar,

Silk-merchant.

Pleader,

Zemindar,

Zemindar,

Zomindaw - .

Berl;umpur.

Suidabad,

Dt. Murshedabad,

Azimgunge,

Dt. Murshedabad.

Caleutta.
Berhampore.
Berhampore,
Berbampore,
Colootola,

Calcutta,

Pathuriaghata,
‘aleutta,
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Pabu Nagendra Nath Pal Choudhari.

Dabu Iamonta Kumar Rai Chaudbari.

Babu Pran Bondhu Bhaduri, '

Babu Dhian Krishna Ghose {deceased), Pleader,
Babu Anurup Chundra Mukerji.

Satkari Mittra

Babu Bhola Nath Mitter, Late Editor, “Subodhini”
Daba Makbam Lall Dutt.

Babu Sailendra Nath Dutt. .

Babu Nursingh Prosad Mitter,

Dabu Priya Nath Ghose,

Babu Debendra Prosad Ghoge,

Bhivada Churan Mitter,

Babu Radba Ramon Kar, -
Babu Tarini Sankar Mazamdar,

Pabun lpalit Mohan Kar,

Zemindar apd Dy, Magistrate.

| Zemindar,

Zemindar,
Zewindar,
Zemindar,

Landholder and  Cashier
Messrs Thomas & Co.

Landholder,

Landholder.

Landholder,

Landholder.

Manager, Krishna Xishore

Ghose's estate,

Zemindar,

Landholder,

Landholder

Zemindar,

Zewindar,

Ranaghat.
Barisal,
Pabna,
Birbhum,
Janai. »

Calcutta,

Calcutta,
Calcutta.
Caloutta,
Caleutta,

Ranaghat.

Jessore,
Caleutta.
Calcutta,
Murshedabad,
Hughly. v
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OccuraTioON,

ADDRESS,

Naues,
Babu Nash! Beliary Mdokrejl, Muncipal Commissioner, Banker. Berhampore,
E. Gourju Eeqr, General Manager Messra, | Berhampore.
Lonis, Payen & Co., the 1st
silk firm of Bengal,
F. Forbes Esqr, Manager, Mesars, Watson & | Rajshaye,
! Co.'s Surda Concern,
R. Dubua Esqr. Assiatant Manager to Messrs. | Berhampore, :
Louis, Payen & Co, -~
B, Wellington Shifter Esqr, Munager, Chybasa concern, | Southal Pergs. o
T, T, Perrin Esqr, Manager Dbiarampore 8ilk | Berhampore,
concern,
Reverend Mr, Joyce, Christian Missionery, Berhampore,
C. A. Dubus Exq. Manager, Bengal Bilk Com- | Berhampore,
pany. _
A, Mills, (decensed) Sole  Director, Patkabari| Berhampore.
Indigo Planting and Estates
' Co. Ld, and Zeminder,
Nilmony Mookerjee, 1. &, Fellow and Examiner of the

¢ .lmmu Pniversiry

Principal, Sanskrit College,

Calentta,



D. N. Dan Esq. 5 A, Formerly a Senior Scholar of
Clare College, Cambridge, Sometime Lecturer at Mr,
Wren's and at Mr. Scoones's Institutions for Indian
and Home Civil Bervices, London, late Professor at the
City of London College and at the Birkbeck Institution,
London. Author of “Sketches of Hiudoo Life Chap-
wan and Hall London,

Nrishingha Chandra Mookerjee, M, 4, B, L, late Professor
in the Presidency College, Fellow and Examiner of the
Calcutta University.

Bsha Ram Cliandra Mazumdar, M. A, B. L, Roychand
Prenichand Scholar,

Eabu Krishna Chnﬁdm Roy, Anthor of Phrases and
Idiome, Middle Class Reader and Indian History,

BalLu Haradhan Nag, u. 4, B. L.

Al
Gangadhar Banerjee, ¥ A, B. L, Late Profersor, London
Mission College ; Author of “Helpa to English Com-
position,” “Elementary Lessons on English Composi-
tion,” “Translation and Retranelation,” “The Child's
Grammar in Bengali,” “A Higher English Grammar in
Bengali,” &e,

Babu Amulya Churan Mitter a. 4, B, L. Late Munsiff
Azimgunge, ‘

Gour Ballav Sen, u. 4., 8. L.

Rajani Kanta Sanyal, 8, A, B, Le

Principal, Century College,

Pleader, High Court,

Pleader,

Retired Head Maéter, Hindu
and Hare Schools.

Pleader and Law lecturer Ber-
hampur College,

Landholder,

Pleader, High Court.

Pleader,
Pleader.

Calcutta,

Calcutta.

Berhaﬁlpo re.
Calcutta,
Berhamfaore;

Calqut.ta.

Calcutts,

Berhampore,

Berbampore,
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. Naxmes. OccuPATION. Appness,
Baho Hemendro Nath Mitter, u. o, 8. £, Examiner of the | Pleader, 24 Perganahs, Calcutta.
Culeutta University, Linte Profesnor, Free Chureh College,
Babu Molendra Nath Mookerjee, Hony, Magistrate. Pleader. Berhampore*
Baba Annada Prosad Choudhury, B L, Pleader, Berhampore,
Dabu Tarak Nath Chakravartti, B. L. Pleader, Berhampore,
Dr. R, G, Xar, L noo p, L M Ediuborgh, Medical Practitioner, Caleutta.
Drojendra Nath Banerjee, 3. D, Fellow of the Uni- | Medical Practitioner, Calcutta.
versity of America.
Dr, Rama Nath Fal, Assistant Surgeon. Burma.
Dr, Lakshmi Kanta Bag, Medical Practitioner, Berhampore.
Dabu Shara Charun Bose, Zemindar, Murshedabad.
Babu Poresh Nuath Banerjee, Member of the District and | Zemindar. Patkabari, Dt.
Lucal Boards, Murshedabad,
Babu Promotho Nath Bose, Zemiudar. Murshedabad.
Dusharathi Chaudbury, Zemindar, Murshedabad.
Lalu Sukhamoy Sarcar, Pleader. Berhampore,
Babu Nityauanda Rov, Pleader. Murshedahad .
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Covinda Jiban Hazra (deceased).

Bidhu Bhusan Ghose,

Dina Nath Sarkar,

Babu Hira Lal Halder, &, A,
Babu Sarat Chandra Singh, & A,

Babu Sarada Prosad Banerjee, 8. A,

Babu Sarada Prosad Banerjee, Author of *Specimen:
Papers,” “English Preparatory Course ” “India Readers
Part I, 1T, and IIL” and late Professor, Metropolitan

Inatltutwn

Babu Durga Nath Sarkar, u. &,

Babu_ Hari Das Chatterfi a A, atthor of ACompamon

to Physical Science and Padarthabidya.
Babu Ghanasyama Mookerfi,

Prosopno Chundra Rai %, A, 8. . Pleader High Court,

. Babu Abinash Chaudra Chnndra,. B L,

i

Zemindar,

Merchant and Zeminder,
Landholder,
Professor Berhampur College.

Prof., Meerut College, Exa-
miner, Calcutta University.

Head Master, Calentta
Academy,

Hony. Magistrate and Vice
Chairman, Baranagore,
Municipality

| Supdt. Baraswat Institution.

Examiner, Ca cntta Universi.
ty Profeseor, Bishop's College,

Head Master Metropolitau
Inetitution,

.| Zemindar,

Pleader, Calcutta Small Cause
Court,

Beldanga, -
Dt. Murshedabad,

Berhampore,
Nuddea,
Berhampore,

Meerut,
Caleutta,

Baranagore,

Caloutta,
Caleuntta,
Caleutta,

Calcutta,

Calentta,

h
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Naues. Occuearion. ApDRESS.
Baba Hari Nnnymi Banorje'e, B L. Pleader, Caleutta Bmall Cause | Caleutts,”
. Court,
Babu Nilmony Mittra, u. o, B. L. Pleader, Alipore Conrt. Chaleutta,
Babu Bireswar Danerjee, u. A, Professor, Utterpara College. | Calcutta,
Babu Surendra Nath Banerjee, ». A, Teacher. Caleutta,
Balbu Nritya Gopal Ghose n. 4, Teacher, Caleuttd,
« Babu Tarini Daw Banerjee. . A, Author of YA Brief Sur- | Head Master, New Indian Calcutta.

vey of English History,” “Easy Readers” and “Child’s|  School, .

History of Eogland.” o . i © . .
Babu Brojendra Nath 8il, 4. 4, Examiner Calcutta Uni- | Principa], Cooch Behar Col- | Koochbebar,
- veraity, . . lege, late Priucipal, Ber. .

hawpur college.
Babu Amrita Lall Bose, . &, Lats Editor Sulava Dainik | Teacher. Calcutta,
and Late Head Master, Sim!a Beugal Academy.
Babu Nritys Gopal Ghosal, Municipal Commissioner. Landholder. Ariadaha,
. Dt. 24 Perganas,
Babu Tarikrishna Adhikari, Author of “A Catechism of [ Late Head Master, Kushtia | Calcutta.

English Grammar,” “First Book of English Readers,”
“A Guide to General Geography,” “Possible Questiong
with Anawera in Iutroductory Science and Physical

H. E. 8chool in- Nuddia
and 8ri Bharati Institution
_ in Caleutta, .
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Balbu Narendra Nath Ghose,

Babu Chundra Nath Guha,

Babu Nagendra Nath Ghose.

Babu Ram Narayan Banerjee.

Babu Ashutosh Chatterjee.

Babu Lalit Mohan Dhar.

Babu Parna Chandra Doba.

Babu Auath Bandhu Bhattacharjee,

Babu Behari Lal Ganguli.

Babu Manindra Nath Chatterjee,

Abdul Aziz

Babu Benowari Lall Goswami,

Babu Aghore Nath Bag.

Stndenta from Entrance Class up to . A, B. A, and Law
135 ewatares o men, comprang sepreseniadoce of

Plendera, Mooktears, Zemindars and Merchants from
several districts of Bengal and Behar.

Landholder,
Mooktear.
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OFFICIAL OPINIONS.

Letter, duted Caleutta, 20, Loudon Street, the 3rd Novem-
ber, 1896. From the Hox'Bte H. J. S. CorroN,.
c.s. 1, the Chief Commissioner of Assam to the
author of this publication :— '

My Dzar Sz,

I beg to thank you for your kind letter of the 24th
October which has followed me from Simla and the volume
of your Public Speeches which you were good enough to
send me, I have no doubt that they will prove interest-
¢ng reading. I am with best wishes for your health and
prosperity. _

Yours sincerely
H. J. 8. COTTON.

Letter, dated Darjecling, the 30th Qctober, 1896. From

: S1r ALFRED CROFT, K. C. L E. the Director of Public
Instruction of Bengal and a Member of Bengal
Legislative Council, Vice-chancellor, Calcutta
University, to the author :—

My DEAR SIR,

I am obliged to you for sending me your lengthy
collection of speeches and addresses on a variety of inter-
esting subjects, 'What has chiefly struck me in perusing
them is the versatility of your mind, enabling you to
dcal, often without previous notice, with a large variety of
topics differing widely in their character and scope.

I remain,

Sincerely yours
A. W. CROFT.
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Letier, dated Narikeldanga, the 28th November, 1896.
From My JusTice Gooroo Dass BANERJEE, L. L. D.,
a Judge of the High Court of Bengal, to the
author A

My pEAR SrisE BaBoo,

T bave read some of your speeches. They are intereste
ing and evince intelligent appreciation of the subjects
dealt with,

. Yours sincerely
GOOROO DASS BANERJEE.

Letter, dated Writer's Buildings, Calcutta, the 24th Nov-
ender, 1396, From E. R, HENRY, c. 8.- the Inspec-
tor-General of Police, Bengal, to the author :—

MY DEAR SiR,

I must apologize for the delay in acknowledging
receipt of your letter of the 11th instant and of a copy
of your public speeches. I have been away at Gnatong,
which is 6 days’ march from Darjeeling and my corres-
pondence got into arrears. .Jam much obliged to you for
sending me your interesting speeches,

Yours very truly
E. R HENRY.

Letter, duted Cuttack, the 9th December, 1896, From'J. E.
WEBSTER, C. s. the late Officiating District Magis-
trate of Movrshidabad, now settlement officer of
Cutlack, to the author .~

My DEsR SIR.

‘I thank you for your courtesy in sending me a copy
of your printed speechex 1 can only say that I admire
the public spirit that they show, though I am scarccly
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prepared to identify inyself with the views expressed - if

some of them. '

: Iam .
Yours sincerely

J. E. WEBSTER,

Letter, dated Purulia, the 17th December, 1896, By
H. LusoN, B. A, C.8,, the late Under-Secretary to the
Government of India, at present Deputy Com~
massioner of Manbhoom, to the author :—

DEAR SIn,

Your letter of the 11th November last forwarding me
a copy of your public speeches delivered during the last
15 years did npot miscarry, as you say in your letter of
yesterday you think possible. I duly received your
former letter and the speeches ; but the truth is that, as
I only tock over charge of this important district early
last wonth, I have not had time hitherto to look at the
speeches. I have now looked through the book. Though
my views do not coincide with yours on all points, I have
been pleased with a perusal of the Speeches, which I
think do you credit.

Yours faithfully
H. LUSON.

Letter, dated Chittagony, the 28th December, 1896. From
F. H. SERIXE, c. 8. Commissioner of the Chitta-
gong Division, to the author :—

DEaR SIr,

I have not received your Speeches. Please send an-
other copy by value-payable-post. Thefts of works in

the past oftice are common, as I found when distributing
my hife of Mookherjee, With best wishes for 1897.

Yours very truly,
F. H. SKRINE
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Letter, dated The Palace, Moorshedabad, the 6th January,
1897, from Hs Highness the Nawab Bahadoor of
Moorshedabad, Amir-vl-Omrah, the first Noble, of
Bengal, son and heir of the last Nawab Nazim
of Bengal, through kis Dewan, o the author :—

DEAR SIR,

" His Highness the Nawab Bahadoor of Moorshedabad
Amir-ul-Omrah desires me to acknowledge the receipt of
your letter of the 4th instant as well as of a copy of your
Speeches that you have been good enough to send for bis
acceptance as a present ; and, in reply, to say that he has
been pleased to sanction a sum of Rs. 20 (Rupees Twenty)
only, as his contribution to the funds the publishers are
raising for publishing a second edition of your Speeches,
and the amount is berewith sent. I am to add that His
Highness is pleased with your Speeches and that he is
glad to receive the copy that you have sent him,

Yours faithfully
. FAZL RABBI,
. Dewan.
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Letter, dated Berhampore the jth February, 1897 from

E. V. LeviNGE Esq. B. A, C. 5., Dustrict Magistrale,
and, Collector, Moorshidabad, to the author :—

Draz SIn,

I am much obliged to you for sending me the revised
edition of your public speeches, the printing and general
get-up of which are excellent. Iam sorry that pressure
of work has prevented me doing more than merely glance
at the speeches at present, but those that I have read
I have found interesting. I see that the speeches deal
with a great variety of topics, and I have no doubt that
they will prove entertaining reading.

Yours truly
E. V. LEVINGE.

Letter, dated Chittagong the 23th February, 1897 from
F. H. SkriNE Esq. B. A, C. 8., Commissioner Chit-
tagong Division, to the author :—

My DEAR SIR,

I have read the well-got up edition of your speeches
with great interest. While unable to agree with your
views on one or two of the topics discussed I am willing
to do full justice to their hberality and to the excellent
English in which they are couched.” It is much to be
wished that your example were followed more extensively
by scions of ancient families in this country.

Yours very truly
F. H. SKRINE

21



i ]

Letter, dated Cump Bolpore the 28th Febvuary, 1897
. from F. R. S, CoLLIER Esq. C. 5. lale member of the
-Bangal Legislative Couneil, author of “The Local
Self-Government Manual” and District Mogistrate
of Birbhum, at present Commissioner, Chittagony

- Division, to the author :—

My DEAR SIR,

Many thanks for your letter of the 24th instant and

fur the copy of your speeches. I have read the latter and
find them very interesting.

Yours sincerely
F. R. STANLEY COLLIER,

Letters from SIr FREDERIC BARNES PEACOCK, M. A, C.8.,
K. C.S. L, Late Chaef Secretury to the Government
of Bengul, and Late Member Bengul Legislative
Council, duted Jeyporve, Rajpuluna, the 28th
February and 6th March, 1894, to the cuthor —

My DEAR SIR,

I was sorry not to see you during my stay in Caleutta
in December and January and sorrier still to hear of the
canse which prevented my doing so, Iam leaving in a
few days for Bombay on my way to England +ia China
and Japan. But as yet I do not know the exact date of
my departure. My brother lcaves India in April.

I have to acknowledge with thanks the reeeipt of
a collection of your Published Speeches. I have read them
carefully. I am sorry I cannet agree with the views
expressed in some of them, but Lam pleased with a
perusal of the speeches on the whole.

The speeches deal with a large variety of subjects and
bear ample testimony to the extent of your expericnce
of the country, study of public questions, and command
of the English language and they will do eredit and honour
to any public man of your age. It is much to be desired
that your example were fullowed by promising scious of
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aristocracy. No, there is not the least chance of my
returning to India in any official capacity, my kindness
to you therefore will be of no avail now. You know very
well I had every mind to do something substantsal for
you in consideration of the eminent services rendered to
Government by your distinguished predecessors, notably
of that of your illustrious ancestor Raja Mohendra Nara-
yan to the Honourable East India Company during their
troublous days before the battle of Plassey, as well as of
your public services rendered as a member of the Bench
and of the Jate District Road Cess and Education Com-
mittees, and as a public spirited Zemindar by establishing
Schools and Dispensaries tewards advancement of your
country’s cause ; but this I could not do, for which you
alone are to thank yourself, for the foolish indiscretion
you had shown by declining the Deputy Magistrateship
that I offered you. If you had accepted my offer, I could
have made you a member of the Statutary Civil Service
long ago. But now if you care for Government honours,
I would advise you to go on doing your honorary duties
as a Honourary Magistrate and a Member of the local
comnittees with as much ability and earnestness as you
have been doing so long, and to keep up the traditions of
your family as an exemplary landlord by deing all sorts
of public good; and you will ultimately find your noble
exertion practically recognised by Government in due
coursc.  With all good wishcs in which my brother joins.
Iam
Yours Sincerely,

F. B. PEACOCK,



OPINIONS OF THE PRESS.

SarBapnicarr's SpeecHrs.—The second edition of the publie
speeches of Babu Srish Chandra Bose Sarbadhicari has just been pab-
lished in a bandy volume by a number of native gentlemen, with Raja
Peary Mobun Mukerji Bahadoor at their head, as “an example to
the promising scions of old and respected families of Bengal of real
worth in one among their number.” Babu 8. C. BoseSarbadbicari, is
descended from one of the noblest and most illnstrious Kyesta fami-
lies in Bengal and we learn from the preface that two of his ances.
‘tors, early in the fifteenth ceutury, served the Imperial Court of
Delhi ag Dewan of Orissa and Vizier of the Emperor of Delb,
respectively, and that Rajahs Shitanath, Mohendra Narain, and
Hari Prosad alias Raj Kishore rendered meritorious service in the
last century to the Nizamat as well as the Hon’ble East India
Company, the first having held the office of Dewan to Hia Excel-
lency the then Viceroy, and to the late Nawab Nazim of Bengal,
The second was Minister to the former Nawab of Bengal, and
rendered signal service to Lord Clive in the negotiations that
preceded the Battle of Plassey. The volume in question contains
speeches on thirty different subjects widely differing in their charac-
ter and scope. Aund although we may not be able to identify
ourselves with the views expressed in wany of them, they are
interesting and evince intelligent apprecia tion of the subjects dealt
with.—Indian Daily News, dpril 12, 1897, .

‘asnpnsuny

PoriricsL AND oTHER SeeEcHES.—A neat volume of the public
speeches of Baboo Srish Chandra Basu Sarvadhicari is issued by the
Nababibhaker Press, Caleutta. The book is dedicated to Mr. C. W,
Bolton. €. 8, and the subjects dealt with are diverse and entertain-
ing. The prefaco states that the object of the publication of the
volume is “to set an example to the promising scions of old and
respectable families of Bengal, of real worth in ove among their
vumber, who is descended also from one of the first ancient and
noble families of Bengal, whose illustrious ancestors were men of
high ability, who rendered signal service, first, to the Empire of
Delbi and the Court of Moorshedabad, and afterwards to the British
Raj” The apology continues for a conple of pages in similar strain,
and if the speeches did pot set the example desired, the preface
certainly would. The speeches themselves, however, happen ta be
quite respectable, in both sentiment and style. There is something
peculiarly admirable in that on “Competitive Examination” in
which the author inveighs sgainst the “pre-University days that
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required every atudent to consume wid-night oil in getting a library
in his pocket before he could reap the fiual laurel.,” That is charming.
Statesman, Moy 8. 1897,

———

PonLic Seeecaes or Basy Srisa CaavDra Basu SaRVADHIRARI-
This is & very handy volume of speeches on a variety of subjects
which are of interest to the general reader. Babu Srish Chandra is
a young man of great promise aud is deservedly held in bigh esteem
by all who know him for his many rare qualities of the head and
the heart. Descended from one of the most ancient, and perhaps
the most distinguished, and the first Kayastha family of Bengal,
Babu Srish Chandra bas devoted his whole life to public guod often
at considerable self-sacrifice. His illustrions ancestors had rendered
siznal service, five centuries ago to the Emperor of Delhi, next to
the Royal House of Murshidabad sund finatly to the East India’
Company. A Sarvadbikari figures in the history of Orissa as Prime
Minister and another rose to be a Vizier of the Emperor of Delhi.
Eveun in the last century, Raja Sitanath, Raja Mabendra Narayan
and Raja Hari Prasad, better known as Rajkishore, kept up the
repatation and the traditions of the family by meritorious services
in the field of administration and diplomaecy, It was the author's
ancestor Raja Mahendra Narayan who rendered signal service to
Lord Clive in the negotiationa that preceded the battle of Plassey and
the result of which waa the passing of the sceptre of Bengal into
the hands of the East India Company, Sprung from such a stock,
Babu Srish Chandra bas very properly elected a public life and his
public spirited activity is evidenced in the foundation of an English
school and a charitable dispensary in his native village Choa, in the
district of Murshidabad. Years ago he was offered a Deputy Magis-
trateship, but he respectfully declined the offer to consecrate his life
to the servipe of the public. The volume under notice has been
published b; publie subseriptions—an honour which has fallen to the
lot of but few Beneali speakers. In the list of publishers we find
the name of Raja Pearymohun Mukerjee, and we wote that it was
the Hall of the British Indian Association, with which another and
a more distinguished member of the Sarvadbikari family is so
conspicuously associated, that bad been the acene of Babu Srish-
chaudra’s eatlier efforts in the art of public speakiug. The speeches
contained in the present volume afford ample evideuce of the versa.
tility of the speaker and we obeerve that they have received high
encouiums from such competent crivics aa Mr. Cotton, the present
Chief Commissioner of Assam, Sir Alfred Croft, Justice Gurudaa
Bannerjee, Mr. Skrine and others. Awmong the subscribers we
votice the name of H. ¥. the Nawab Eahadur of Murshidabad. We
do not wish to discount the interest of the volume by making
extracts froqu it, but we may add in conclusion that thanghtinl
readers will liod in its pages much fod for serious veflection. The
Look may be had at the Nalaliblahar Lress, 623 MacLovabazr

)
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Rond, for the moderate price of one Rupee per copy.—Iindoo Datriot
March 17, 1897, ‘

[P s

8. C. Basu Sarvapmicant's PosLic Speecres.—-The speeches
of Babu 8. C. Basu have been published in a collected form by
Raju Peary Mohan Mookerjee, Rai Bahadur Okhil Chunder
Moukerjee and others, This is in itself an evidence of the fact that
the speeches are above the ordiuary run. Babu 8. C. Sarvadhicary
comes of one of the first ancient and noble Kayests families of
Bengal, His illustrious ancestors rendered signal services, first to
the Empire of Delhi and the Court of Marshidabad, and afterwards
to the British Raj, Early in the 15th ceutory, Sureshwar
Survadicari and Eshaneswar Sarvadhicari served the Imperial Court
of Delhi as Prime Minister or Dewan of the Proviuce of Orissa, and
as Vizier of the Kmperor of Delbi respectively. His ancestors,
who apecially distinguished thewselves in the last century, were
Rajahs Sitanath, Mahendra Narayan and Hari Prosad alias Raj
Kistore. Iu the early days of local self-government, wheu few
Muffassil Zemindats could be found willing to take active part in
the deliberations of the District Road Cess and Education Com-
nittees, Babu 8. C. Basw's self-sacriicing and devoted interest in
these deliberations, coupled with the fact of his having established
an English school and a charitable dispeusary in his native village of
Choa, Murshidabad, for the promotion of popular eduzation and for
the relief of the sufferers from epidemic fever, presented a noble
example to the landholders of Bengal. He was offered a Deputy
Magistrateship ; but he declined it with a view to serve his country.
Such self-sacrifice and devotion to public duties ought to be rewarded
both by the public and the Goverument. Indeed, the Government
canuot do better than avail of the services of such public-spirited
zeniindars, descended from snch illustrious families, in the Legis-
lative Council or other semi-official bodies, The volumwe before us
contains speeches on thirty different subjects and a good many of
them will amply repay perusal. The diversity of subjects dealt with
Ly the speaker, shows that his experience of the conntry is of a
wide character,—dmrite Lazar Patrika March 81, 1897,

imrore—

. 8. C. Bosu Sanvapmicarts Posuic Servcnes*—This is a
eadection of the speechies, which have been delivered, from time to
time, at public meetings by Babu 8rish Chundra Bosu Sarvadhikari
a public-spirited young Zemindar of Chos, in the District of Mur-
shidabad. The speeches cover a wide range of subjects, and bear
Wwihnistakable testimony to the exteut of the speaker's study of

* Public 8peeches of Bubu Srish Chunder Bosu Sarvadlilari. Published
ln'\' pulgllc gubweription. Kecond edition, Calecutta, Printed by G. C. Ncogt,
Nababilhakar Press, 63-3, Machooabazar Load, 1597,
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public gnestions and his command of the English language, There
ia & peculiarity ahout the publication of the volume before us, that
deserves notice. The publication has been made by public subs-
cription, and smong the anbacribers are representatives of all classen
of the European and Indisn communities, This is & rare compli-
ment, and one of which any public man cught to be proud. Babu
8. C. Bosu has, we learn, from the preface to the volume, waived his
right to the sale-praceeda of the publication, and authorized the
publishers to apply the same towards the furtherance of any deserv-
ing public object. This iy quite in keeping with the traditions of
the family he so worthily represents—a family the members of
which had doue meritorions service to both the Nizamat and the
East India Company. Woe are glad to find the speeches are so well
spoken of by some of the high officials of the country. They will
we doubt not, be read with interest by the general public.—Indiar
Mirror March 28, 1897,

We are very glad to receive a copy of Babu Srish Chandra Bose
Sarbadhicari’s “Public Speeches” published with the pecuniary
asststance of a large number of wen of light and leading in the
country. Among the Subscribers we find the names of Raja Peary
Mohun Mukerji Bahadoor, C. 8. 1, the Nawab Nazim of Bengal,
and a Divisional Commissioner. This is the first time that we have
come to see this public movement organized to honour a public man,
We wish it every success, considering its thoroughly representative
character, the value of the speeches, and the high position of the
author who comes from the first ancient family of Bengal whose
illustrions ancestors rendered meritorious services to the Imperial
Court of Delhi five centuries before, and the Court of Moorshedabad
and the British Raj subsequently. The services the author has
rendered both te the Government and the public by taking a promi-
nent part in the deliberations of the District Road Cess and the
Education Committees in the early days of Local Self-Government
when few Muffusail Zemindars were found willing to join them, by
establishing an English School and a Charitable Dispensary in his
native village of Choa for improvement of popular education and
relief of epidemic sufferers, by administering justice moat satisfac-
torily regardless of fear or favour as a Special Houorary Magistrate,
are sufficient to win unprecedented popularity and esteem and to
deserve fitting recoguition in the hands of the Government. The
speeches are bighly spoken of by officials of eminent authority like
the Chief Commissioner of Assam, the Director of Pablic Instruc-
tion, the Vice-chancellor, Calcutta University, Divisional Commis-
sioners, Deputy Commissioners, District Magistrates and others. We
fully snbscribe to this view and unhesitatingly declare that the work
is valuable from the literary point of view.—ZIlope Murch 11, 1897,
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We have received a copy of the public speeches by Babu Srish
Chandra Ssrvadhicary of Choa in.the district of Moorshedabad and
published with public aubscription raised from the representatives
of offizial and nou-offi:ial communities of Bengal, both European
and native. This movement seems to be unique in its character
and the first of its kind in Beugal, as is the houour of having one’s
production published by public subseription. Mr. Sarvadhikari is
the descendant of that ancient and illustrious family of Bengal
whose distinguished aucestors ahout five centnries before, gerved
under the [mperial Crurts of Delhi and Moorshedahad, aud subse-
questly wnder the British Goverument with great distinction and
repute, rendering sigual service to the hon'ble East India Company
fn the negotiations that preceded the battle of Plagsey before the
establishment of British power in Bongal. The speeches deal with
a large variety of interesting subjects, and are full of thoughts,
delivered with a certain force of expression in the Euglish language
over which the author seems to have great command. The work is
worth reading. It speaks volumes of the anthor’s high-mindeduess
in giving up all his rights to the sale-proceeds of the said publica-
tion, aud in authorizing his publishers to utilize the same to public
purpuses.  Such men deserve bigher honours at the hands of
Government,.—Bengalee, April 3. 1897,

—

Pusuic Seeecaes of Babu Srish Chandra Basu Sarbadhikari,
published with pablie subseription, by Raja Peary Mohau Mukerjee.
Baihadur ¢. & 1., Rai Okhil Chandra Mukerjee Bahadur, and some
of the pleaders of ‘the Berhampore Bar. This is perhaps the first
accasion that we have cume across some of the speeches delivered
Ly the Babu who traces his decent from one of the first ancient
families of Bengal Zemindars, and whose ancestors are said to have
held Premierships and Dewanships in the Courts of Delhi and
Murshedabad and ove of them held the post of the Dewan to a
Vieeray, The object of publishing the volume with public subs.
criptions is ®aid to present to the scions of Bengal Zamindars “an
example of real worth iu oue among their number.” For our pare
we fail to eee the justice of this queer declaration uuless it be
intended 88 n decention on public appreciation of the worth the
speeches possess. The speeches themselves are an index to the
virtues of the mind and from them one mighs fairly jndge of their
merits. [t 18 of little woment whether Baba Srish Chandra is a
Zemindar or a truveller or an insalvent like the late Mr. Bradlaugh
The apeechea themselves ave a fair recommendation to the aceent-
anice of the volurae by the gencral public an well as by the scions
of Bengal Zewindars,. We must condemn the polish of trinkets
and recommend the gold  In this respect, we mnst say, we have
not been disappuinted.” Within the pozzling exterior there lurks

* worth tu the speechies, sume of which are highly interesting. We
can safely recommend the vuluwe to the perusal of our readers,—
Lower and the Guardian, April 13. 1397,

2
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We have to acknowledge with thanks a copy of “Public
Speeches of Babu Srish Chandra Basn Sarvadhieary” pablished with
public subscription by several men of note. The method adopted by
the publishers, among whom we find the names of many woneyed
men, to set before the public the example of real worth in a scion of
one of the foremost families of Bengal, is indeed a novel one. For
the first time, we think, a body of men by subscribing between them
bas thought fit to give publicity to the utterances of one who has
something else besides rank and social position to commend them to
the public. The subject on which the speeches have been delivered
are varied and the langnage too in which they have been couched is
excellent throughout. The speeches were delivered extempore ; it is
to be hoped they have undergone the necessary amount of refine-
ment and polish in their conrse through the press. What renders
the publication particalarly interesting i8 that Babu Sarvadhicary
has generously promised to devote all its proceeds towards furthering
somc} work of public utility.—Cosmopolitan and the Liberal, April
21, 1897,

B g

We have received a copy of the public speeches of Babu Srish
Chandra Sarvadhicari of Choa in the District of Moorshidabad
published with public subscription raised from the representatives
of official and non-official communities of Bengal both Earopean and
Native by a distinguished number of publishers beaded by no less
an eminent personage and a distinguished leader of Bengalaristocracy
than Raja Peary Mohon Mukerjee Bahadur C. 8. I of Utterpara.
This movement seems to be uuique iv its character and the first of
its kind iu Bengal, as the honour of having one’s production published
by public subscriptions raised by a public movement to which
Nawaba, Rajas, Rai Bahadnrs, Rao Shahibs, Zeminders, Hony and
Presidency Magistrates, Municipal Commissioners, Members of
District Boards, Pleaders Muktars, Covnsel, Attorneys, Assistang
Surgeons, Principals, Professors and Head Masaters of Schools and
Colleges, Bankers, Traders, Merchants, and Landholders (i. e} all
classes of Bengal both official and noo-official, Europeansand Natives,
bave joined together from the Nawab Nazim (i. e.) the first Nawab
of Bengal, down to the student eommunity, has pever fallen to the
1ot of any public- man before. Official anthorities like the Chief
Commissioner of Assam, Sir Alfred Croft (Director of Public Ins.
truction and Vice Chancellor of the Caleutta University), Divisional
Commissioners, Depaty Commissioners and District Magistrates and
others have borne high testimooy to the real worth of this pubiica-
tion to which we also gladly add the tribute of our own might. The
speeches deal with a large variety of interesting subjects. They are
full of thoughts and delivered with such force of expression ina
language over which the author appears to have extraordinary
command. They are well worth reading and will form an nseful
guide for the rising generation to learn the ars of public speaking.
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1t epeaks volumes of the author’s generosity, for him to give up hi
right upon the sale proceeds of the publication and to authorize the
publisbers to use the same for public good. We congratulate the
author for the enviable position of honour and estimation he has
gained in the eyes of his countrymen. We also thank the publishers
for tite public service they have done by publishing this edition.—~
Indian Empire, April 3. 1897,

In electing & member for the Bengal Legislative Council, the
delegates of the Presidency District Boards, following the Alipore
Board while electing its delegate, under the guidance of a Maharaja,
deliberately ignored the claims of two recoguized houses in Bengal as
now represented by Raja Ranajit Singh, of Nashipur, and Rai
Yatindra Nath Chowdhury, of Taki, both educated young men, and
men of business as of property. The Raja, who ought to have been
given an opportunity in & new field of public usefulness, was nowhere.
The Rai Chowdry who had secured votes enough for a tie, apprehen-
sive of Government juterference the delegates sticking to their
choice and proving unyielding, withdrew at the last moment in
favour of bis friend Babu Surendranath Banerjee. It is refresbing
to find at the same time, Raja Peary Mohun Mookerjee who, as a
member of the Alipore District Board, was for neither the one
nor the other, with others publishing by publie subseription the
“Speeches” of Baboo Srish Chandra Bosu Sarbadhicari, of Choa,
the present most prominent member of an old and respectable Kulin:
Kyastha family in tbe Mursidabad district and in Bengal. When
democracy atalks the land, when even Rajas and Maharajas swell
the vulgar cry, a recognition of the kind is am encouraging sign,
indeed. The time is not long past when scions of wellknown families,
on account of their position and status, would be sought out for
Deputy Magistracy. Now they must enter Goverpment Service
through the door open to all comers, We are told by the publishers
of his Speeches that Babu Srich was offered a Deputy Magistracy
aud that he bad declined it. The offer was according te old practice,
and the refusal might be due to want of sympathy with the present
rule which makes mo distinction between the respectable and the
Jow, the good and the bad. The Speeches embrace various subjects,
delivered ou various occasions, and have beeo found interesting and
useful by many holding responsible positiona The publicity given
them and the manner of such publicity throw additional burden on
the exceptionally bonoured Babu who, to maintaio bis reputation,
must make s wider study of his subjects, His activity is great. He
holds or had held the offices of Special Honorary Mayistrate,
Municipal Commissioner, Member of the late District Road Cess
and Education Committees and of the Board, Berhampur, Secretary,
Choa High School, President Choa Improvemens Association,
Member, British Indiaa Association, Caleutts, Vice-Chairman,
Murshidabad Association. That he has been no silent wember of
auy of those several bodies, his “Speeches” is an evidence,
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The sale proceeds of the book, we find, are to be applied “to-
warids furtherance of any well-considered project deserving of public
support for the benefit of the public.” As an enenuragement to
the versatile Babu and for the public good the publishers have in
view, we hope the present edition will svon be exhausted.,

Rews and Rauyet. June 12, 1897.

Tae TirLs or “ SarBaDRHICARI "—Some great misconception
seems to exist about the origin of the title of “Sarbadhicari” It
has really wnothing to do with Kulinism among Kayesthan.
Sureswar Bose got this heriditary title five hundred yeara before in
consideration of his political position as Governor or Dewan of
Orissa from the Imperial Court of Delhi dnring the reign of
Ghyassuddin or his son Moharomuddin Toghluck. In connection -
with this title he got the well-known Zemindari in Orissa 7, e. Raghu-
nathpore. He also got an important privilege not only for him but
also for his heirs and descendants, 1. ¢, the door of Jagernath temple
to be opened at any tire of the day whenever he or any of his
descendants was to go and to visit the temple and that he or his
descendant waa privileged to enter the temple with an umbrella
over Lis head.—The dmrita Bazar Patrika. June 7, 1397,

In reviewing Babu Srish Chundra Bose Sarbadhicari’s
speech, certain pewspapers madea mistake in meutioning that
the title of “Sarbadhicar’ was conferred npon the ancestors of
Srish Baba by reason of their having beea Zulins by birth, but the
real facts are these tm

“Sureswar got the hereditary title of ‘Sarbadhicari,’ 7 e, head
of all classes—a title that was considered in point of impor.
tance at the time ( five hundred years before ) far highier than the
modern titles of Rajahs and Maharajahs *in consideration of his
political position as Governor or Dewan of Orissa from the Imperial
Cuurt of Delhi during the reign of Ghyassuddin or hix son, Moham.
mnddin Tughluck, about five centnries before, and in connection
with this titie he gnt the well-known and the celebrated Zemindari
of Uriasa, i.e, Raghunathpore Pergunnah yielding ar income of more
tlian two laca yearly at the time, and he also got the herediary
priviloge not only for him bnt also for his heirs and descendantad e
the door of Jagarnath temple wan to be opened at any time of the
dav whenever be or his descendant was to go and visit the temple,
aod that he or his descendant was privilezed to enter the temple
with the privilege of holding an nmbrelia over his head.”

: The Indianw Mirror. Juae 0, 1507,
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- The Sarbadhikaris are spoken of as having “rendered -
signal service, five centuries ago to the Emperor of Delhi,
next to the Royal House of Moorshedabad, and finally
to the East India Company. A Sarbadhicari figures in
the history of Orissa as Prnime Minister and another rose-
to be a Vizier of the Emperor of Delbi. Even in the last
century, Rajas Shitanath, Mahendra Narayan, and Hari
Prosad better known as Raj Kishore, kept up the reputa-
tion and the traditions of the family by meritorious
services in the field of administration and diplomacy.”
A Sarbadhicari is also said by the Hindoo Patriot, from
which we have made the above extracts and which is in
charge of a Sarbadhicari, to have “rendered signal servicer
to Lord Clive in the negotiations that preceded the battle:
of Plassey and the result of which was the passing of the
Sceptre of Bengal into the hands of the East India
Company.” :

A Sarbadhicari may feel justly proud of having given
us the present Government in which we all rejoice and for
which there will be exceptional Jubilation next month.

( Ress and Rayyet, 22nd May 1697.)

PUBLIC SPEECHES OF BABU SRISH CHANDRA
BOSE SARBADHICARL

PUBLISHED BY PUBLIC SUBSCRIPTION, 1897,
A BEeNcani OraTOR.

“From the fullness of the heart the mouth speaketh”
says Babu Srish Chandra Bosu Sarvadhicari, in the first
of the speeches which appear in the volume before us (4),
and in the 144 pages of which it consists the orator un-
burdens his mind on every conceivable subject from the
Afghan War Contribution and the Ilbert Bill down to
Suburban Water Supply and Lord Ripon’s Memorial,
We must beg to be excused from passing any eriticism
upon the literary merits of these effusions, but in order
to relieve the reader’s mind of any lingering doubtlest he
is getting good value for his money we subjoin the follow-
ing list of the author's titles and of all the offices he
holds or kas ever held. The list appears in the title page,
so that its authenticity may be taken for granted :—
“Special Honorary Magistrate, Municipal Commissioner,
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Member of the late District Road Cess and Education
Committees and of the Board, Berhampur, late Secretary,
Choa High School, and President, Choa Inprovement
Association, Member, British Indian Association, Vice-
Chairman, Marshidabad Association.”

(The Englishman, 16th August, 1897.)

" Public Speeches of Babu Srish Chandra Basu
Sarbadhicari of Choa, in the District of Moorshidabad,
Calouttu, NABABIBHAKAR PREss, 1897,

Babu Srish Chandra Basu Sarbadhicari is an excep-
tionally fortunate man, for this is the first time, we think
that the speeches of a gentleman are published with public
subscription. This collection of speeches of Babu Srish
Chandra on various subjects delivered on different occa-
sions has been dedicated to Mr. Chief Secretary, Bolton.
As an influential muffusulite, he embraced every public
opportunity to speak out his mind. The subjects are varied,
and the reader will find them very interesting. In his
public capacity his utterances carry weight. From the
title page, it appears that he has enjoyed all the honours
that Muaffussil can bestow upon him. If that be the case,
why not allow him a seat in the Bengal Council ? Posi-
tion of grave responsibility often brings out the best qua-
lities ‘of a man. The Babu's ancestor Bhooban Mohon
was a great Persian scholar, and held a high office under
the Mogul Court of Dethi in their declining days under
the last Emperor Shah Alm. He subsequently became a
Dewan of the Nimak Mehal of the East India Company.

(The National Magazine, A monthly Review.
' August 1897.)

Public Speeches of Babu Srish Chandra Basa Sarbadhicari, 313
g natfewid {193 se Wy wy 4w, nadfy, swam@, faary
aqle, §fagtn, GUSMETY AT (AT IF A Wfaansd, A -
Cgd LA gl o 93 faiws o1 famana srn 21319 3fanEd
a? s Ra A7 o B 3w 3wy, awatef g awlfafd
gERI wA ) FANNE (¥ 13 Ao «lEwy) Wik, (w13 fRzvm o
fsfq fsw w3, 7@ elefa sran #fisnaw

: ANIN=3:3 AM'F, 3204 AAY
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8. C. Basu Sarvadhikari’s Public Speeches,—Published with
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