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ADVERTISEMENT.

The subject of the following Debate is of so imporiant
& nature, tnvolving the existence of the . L‘ast—Indz'a
Company with the prosperity of this Country, that the
Reporter feels it an tncumbent duly to present it to the
Public, I is aware of the inferest it must necessarily
excite in the breasts of men devoted to the honour, the
Justice, and the happiness of Great Britain, and he
has endeavoured to preserve the sentiments of the seve-
ral speakers as faithfully, as the hasty sketches of the
pen, and the recorded vecollections of memory, will
dlow; and ke pledges himself to report the ensuing
Debate, which is expected to be the most animating, as
W certainly will be the most momentous, with accurate
Sidelity, having engaged the most eminent shori-fand
writers expressly Sor that purpose,



PRELIMINARY DEBATES,
&c. &e.

A General Court of Proprizrors was held
at the East India House on Tuesday, Ja-
nuary the 5th, 1813, for the purpose of taking
into consideration the several communications
and documents relative to the late nogociation
between his Majesty's Ministers and the Com-
mittee of Correspondence, respecting @ RENEWAL
or 1aE Fast [xp1a Company's CHARTER,

The Chair was taken by Sir Huen IncLis at
twelve o'clock; when the minutes of the last
Court having been read as usual, he stated to a
large, opulent, and respectable assembly, thatthe
Court of Proprietors had been called, in order
that he might submit to their consideration the
communications of Ilis Majesty’s Government to
the Directors, on a most importat subject—the
Renewal of the Company's Charter. From the
papers to be laid before them he was sorry to
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otserve, that the result of those communications
was most unfavourable to the views and to the
interests of the Company.—~The last communi-
cation on the subject was contained in a letter
from Lord Buckinghamshire ; but received the
night before; at so very late an hour, it was
impossible for him to communicate with others,
or indeed to bestow upon it himself all the
consideration its importance required, He did
not, of course, find himself at liberty to ex~
press the sentiments and feelings of the Court of
Directors; but, for his own part, he could have
no hesitation to confess, that this last letter had
made on his mind a most serious and fearful im«"
pression. ' :

“# The first paper laid upon the tablc contained
the minutes of the Secret Committee of Corre-
spondence (No. I in the Appendix), dated Ne-
vember the 27th, 1812, wherein it v as reported
to the Committee, that the Chairman and De-
puty Chairman had held a conference, that very
morning, with the President of the Board of
Commissioners, on the subject of renewing the.
Comyany's Cherter, at which his Lordship (Lord
Buckiaghamshire) declared it to be the inteution
of His Majesty’s Government, not to abaudon
the propesition of allowing a direct trade be.
tween India and the ocutperts of the United
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Kingdom, subject to ‘modifications and restric:.
tions—requesting a conference on the subject.
‘with Lord Liverpdol and himself. * The paper,
proceeds to state, that after communicating with .
the Committee of Correspondence,. |+ .. :
‘A letter from the Chairman and’ Deputy
"Chairman (No. II. Appendix), dated November
28, 1812, was dispatched to Lord Buckmgham-
shire, asquainting him, that the Committee re-.
ceived the communication with the deepest con-.
cern; that such a.measure, even i a most lie
mited and.vestricted degree, would' be highly;
‘prejudicial to the public revenue, injurious to,
the Last-India Company, and detrimental to
the prosperity of the merchants, manufacturers,
traders, and other numerous bodies interested
with the commerce of India. - . .~ ', .
- Lord Buckinghamshire’s next letter was_then.
read (No. 111, Appendix), dated November 28,,
1812, requesting that Lord Liverpool, and other,
wembers of the Board of Comnissioners, might,
be present at the confercnce with the Chairman.
and Deputy Chairman, - . Ll
The next docuwent {No. IV.) was a mmutP of
the Seeret Court of Directors, he!d-on the 2d_
dwy of December, 1312, stating that an unre-
served conference had been held. between His
Maesty's Ministers and the Committee of bor-
32
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re&pondence wherem 1t was arrreed no mmutcs
should be taken, .

Tbe next minute (No. V. Appendix) was of
a Secret Committee, held on the 15th cay of
December, merely stating, two conferences bad
been held between His Majesty's Ministers and
the Committee, tiz. on the 5th and 12th of
December, 18125 but no communmatlon to the
Court appeared necessary.

It appeared from the minute {No. VI, Appen-
dix), that the Coutt, adverting to a statement
made, with their approbation, to a General Court,
respeqting the late conferences on the subject of
“renewing the Charter, the Court deemed it pro-
per Iis Majesty's Ministers should be apprized
the Court were of opinion, unanimously and
decidedly, that the admission of the iwports
from India to the outports of the United King-
~dom would be ruinous and pernicious in its
'eonsequences,
& report was then read (No. VII. Appendix)
from a Committee of the whole Court, dated
December 18th, 1812, stating that the pro-
pbsition was pregnant with ruin to the Company,
rendering tlem incapable of performing the
functions allotted to them, either commercially
or politically,
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Anothcrdocumem(‘\’o Vlll Appen(hx) stated
this resolution had been communicated to the
President of the Board of Commissioners, ~

Then followed the letters (No. IX. and X. Ap-
pendix): alter which the Chalrman ordered thelast
Jetter of Lord Buckxmham«hne, before referred
to, and reccived. the prevmus nmlxt to be read
(No. XI. Appendix). ,This letter was dated
January the 4th, 1813, stating, that howeverv
Iis Majesty’s Ministers might wish to be frank
and explicit on the subject of a Renewal of the
Chaarter, they could not engage in the contro—
versy as a party, to which the obJectxons of the
_committee would ultimately Jead: -—concelved

, Ilis MaJesfys Ministers had dlscharved thelr'
duty, by expressing the terms on which® ‘they
thought it expedient a renewal of the Company s

* Charter should be recommended to Parliamentt
~—that His Majesty’s Ministers had had personal
commmunications with others, who thou'rht them-
gelves interested In the general quesnon and
were not called upon to give an answer, in detail,
to the ohjections of the Company —-that petis’
tions had heen presented to [’arlnment for " opens
ing the trade t—in reﬁpect to pomts of regulntmn,
every thing eubmitted to Parliament would have,
for its baus the extension of the import trade :—

“he was not aware that any alteration in the go-
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vernment of India was intended :—how far the
‘ u!emlon mlght endanger the trade and safety
of the British government 1n India, and the
, Bnthh constitution at home, must be submit-
ted to the msdom of Parliament :—if: the go-
‘vcrnmont could not be carried on without
the} Company, then the Company must re-
main in its present state; there was no alter-
natwe :—no alteration, however, in the govern-.
ment was intended, and all traders would be.
suchct to Tocal reﬂu’mons. : g

. The C/zazrmun rose, and observed that the!
manner and the importance of the letter now
beforet iem, suggested the propriety of its being-
read a second time.  (Applanses.)

l{e procceucd to inform them, that all the pa-
pers would be printed and delivered the ncxt.
day. --He then saidem—

K I am hoppy to declare, that the Comt of.
Dlrectors is ever ready and anxious to give every
mformatlon in theu' power tothe Court of Propnc- ‘
al.l‘x "rr;é%, becomes mcnlﬂulably 50, at so momen-
tous a-crisis as the present, when the interests
and very ntahty of the Company are at stake.—
It wou!d be highly desirable that the oplmons and
fee]mgs of the Prcpnctnrs should be known and .
diffused, a,g‘gul_ckly and 2s widely as possible ;
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but I am sure that, in the present mstance, they.
will act as they always have dori, with a deli--
berate reection : they will not rush intoa Lasty.
decision, without a cautious and severe m\estwa.
tion. - Itismy recommendation, that the questxon
shiould be calmly and d'=p1ssxonately cmsuiered
in your closets. . It will neither be expcdxent nor
wise to form a judyment on the impulse of the'
moment. "Not that I or the Directors wéuld dis="
suad¢ or prevent immediate dlscusnon' we wish’
to know the spontaneous: sentiments ' of every
Proprietor «—we do not deprecate d:scussxon, we
anxiously desire it; but we wish to defef deciy!
sion. - Numerous and respectable as the Cb'u(rf‘(
now is, there are many rict present, of unquesa
tioriable taleént and iaterest, whose opinions ‘it
were most desirable to be acquainted with, whosé1
arguments it would be gratifying to l:ear, and‘
who would naturally wish to have an oppor tunlty
of expressing their feclings:—it would notbedomv’
them justice, if the question were- to 'be finally *
determined, without affording them time to reflect *
decply, and explain themselves fally, upon the *
sulject.~Dispassionafe inquiry, calm’ delibera"-':
tion, comprehenswe reﬁectxcm, were to be re-
commended, at @ crisis so anxious and so awful,]
—The Dnrcctors, as & body, have had no txme
to communicate, no opportumty t6 form an opis -
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mon, and of c;)urse' o oppor‘tu’mtlty to oﬂ'er
one, on the nle@ct of this last Jetter: but the Pro~
pnetors can be atno loss to guess what their feel-,
ings are,—I wvll not take upon myself to speak
for them. I, do not explam their opmlon ~The
Dlrectors have bad no time for meeting to dxs-
cuss partxculars and to consohdate thelr Judv-~
ments, in the mtenal of late last mght and
eleven o'clock to day ,Abut 1, for myself, declare,
that I see nothmv n Lord Buckm rrhamshn'e 5 last
letter, that should persuade us to dcpart from our
former sentxments and resolutlons -—We would
have._ met earher, at any hour whatever, had lt
been posmb]e to have summoned a mectuw “but’
we have not been able to see each other till our ate’
tendauce at this Court was reqmred We shall
| be glad to hear the sentiments of any Propnetor
dxeposed te mdulcre us mth them now ; and to
collect nhat your opmlons are_, on the subJect of
an ulnmate dlscusnon. ‘

Mr, Righy adtmtted the neceqsnty of calm and’
dellberate reﬂectmn, but if the momcnt “as
awful and the erisis a “fearfll - ‘one, they were
calculntedto call forlh af the 1mpulae of pre-
sent. feelmv and a’ll the energmes of natore.—
lee applauded the attentlon, the perseverance,l
and ‘the talent of the Dlrectors on a trying
occasion. The manly and discreet part they
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had taken deserved not merely thelr warm-
est support but their thanks by acclamation.
They must all feel the deepest regret at the un-
fortunate issue of the ne'rocmtion' and many
would participate with h1m in feelmés of astill
stronger nature, on the perusal of Lord Buck—
mghamshlres most extraordmary letter.  His
LOl‘dahlp truly did not condescend to give them
any information, but referred them to the petl‘
tions’ on- the’ table of 'he FOuse of Commons.
Tle was astonished, and full of ‘alarm and i indig-
nation, to find any Minister in this country
darmo enough to make such a declaratxon, and
ina certain degree to upbraid the Company for
assummv the patronage of India. 'The greatest'
men this country has lately known, Mr. Pltt,’
and the late Lord Melville, had held “‘and
avoued the oplmon, ‘that en Admmlstratuon.
suzmv upon the patronaoe of India, would i n-
falhbl y destroy the consntutxon of this country.
Taking a broad and steady vww of the whole'
corrﬂspondencc, he saw no prospect aﬁordcd no
argument adduced that could persuade any, ra-’
tnoml mind to wnsh any change, any devxatlon
of po]u}, in reei)ect of India: nor, from the ’
fice of the documents, did it appear, th: 1f the
l)lrcctors had glven even the shadow of occasxon
- <

.
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for drawing down upon them such contemptuots
treatment as they had reccived from Governmert.

Mr. R. Thornton (the Deputy Chairman)
observed, that his opinions stood upon record :
they were uncquivocally given, they were wi i
versally: known ; - still, on such a momentous
occasion,  he could not satisfy himself, he
should :not ‘do his' duty. if he did not express
his present fecliugs,.—The trust . committed to
his hands was an awful ene:’it was his deter-
mined . intention- to _ exercise- the . functions of
office fuithfully and intrepidly. - He had reccived
the acquicscence and support of the Company in
2ll the negosiations with ilis Majesty’s Govern-
-ment; and while he received such approbation,
-he would neither betray their interests nor dis-
honor bimself, (Applauses.} —2luch manage-
-ment and- cawsiderable ingenuity had, for several
“years pasi, been misapplied, in reducing the opi-
‘nions and agitating the interests of men,. . False
~expectations had been raised, and visionary pas-
sions tampered with, i order to induce Petitions
to the House of Commons. , Air-blown bubbles
in-all their gaudy colourings, specions - as they
were empty, were (ving in every direction, to
astonish the -ignorant and allure the unwary.—
*Terms to which opprobrm"l Liad long been ap-
plied by custom, had been wrested from their
proper meaning, in cgder to stamp an odium on
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‘What was technically; legally; and justly called,
the - well' regulated - Monopoly” of the Tlast
India Company—and all for what } ta acquire an
extension of trade for- individuals, which must
inevitably terminate in . their: final:destruction y
the gay and splendid- scenery. would sood fade
away, and all their speculations would becotne-
‘a8 light, as’ the -bubbles' of: imagination which
20 fatally. deluded. ‘theoi-~ What'.was this; uni~
versal panacea, by which « this - general . com-
merce was to be established #—why, the destruc
-tion of the only commerce in- the world which
remains entire. and unshaken :—the. destruction
_ of that commerce, which while all other Trading
bad fallen to - pieces, Bonaparte eagerly coveted,
us the dearest jewel of his crown : that ~conl-
‘merce, which has been the gavy of our énemies,
‘the pride of our country, the admiration of man-
kind. What did this caemy say ? “ I want shipe,
<olonies, and commerce.” The ships, the colonies,
and commerce of this Company he-is hovering
over; hovering over, ready to devour, . Well, if
-the trade is to be opened, our ships will be trans-
formed into revenue cutters,” We . might keep
our ' colonies, perhaps, but- colonizntipri would
destroy our territory,  As to commerce, - le-
sitimate, honorable commerce, it would sink
iyto illicit tradg.-  OQur. merchants, such - of
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them who are now dazzled with the gold and
silver of India snd China, would return to the
iroa of Birmingham and Sheflield.
. The propositions of Government were too irra«
tional ta be lasting ; -as the cause of the Company:
was just, it required them only to be firm, . iu
order to be successful.- T
. And what is the timne when this grcat commeta
cxal revolution is proposed? the: time when a
brwht star of hope bad illumined the northern
b_cm;?phere, the promised and welcome harbins
ger of general peace.~If such a peace coukl be
produced on safe and hooorsble terms; if the
usual habits of commerce should again return to
us; when the deliverance of Europe is eflteted,
\\hen the loud and general congratulations of
Joy are rapturously exchanging—how wouldt he
East India Company appear, how  would they
congratulate each other ~~in the lamentution,
that while commerce is raising hier head dnd smil-
ing all.around her, h:t merchants are despoiled
and ruined, her hopes sct for ever, her interests
wantonly sacrificed to the wild schemes of vision-
ery experiment. It would be much better for
them at once to wind up their concerns, to'give
up all theughts of India, and seek for other pur-
euits, than Linger on a few years in gradual de-
coy, and then siuk jato nothing.—H: hoped
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they Would now act, 6o that, on future reﬂectio;’:’f
they should not accuse theiﬂsg&lyes of deserting of
neglecting their duty, s v - ow 0
- The Rev. Mr. Thirlwull acceded to the i 1mpor~
tance and magnitude of the question. e allowed
that the great object, the uniting indissolibly the
government and the trade of India, were matters
of the first consideration  but there were others
too,” which though of ‘minor importance, mxcht
judiciously be added to the weight already in- the
scale of this ‘great question i~the meant the in<
numerable families . which would be thrown'inté
fustant ruin in the immediate circle of ‘the iné«
tropolis ; the industry that would be pélsiea,’ ‘the
charities that would be frozen up, the entire dei’
population of varicus parishes, which must ‘ind
evitably sink in the same ruin with the East- Indaa
Company.—If - the ‘government -and temtory‘ '
were teserved to them, the trade would be dil
vided and ' dispersed, far from -the’ hiomes " and’
reach of those whose whole depeudunée' will be
divided and dispersed with ‘it :=~he called fheres
fure on the justice ard humavify of His Majesty's
Government, not to press a wanton espetitaent of*
certan distress for uncertain: advantaf'e +=—a dis-’
tress incaleulable in its misery san advantacre, evea’
in its utmest suecess, trifling and worthless s —he’
tiusted, therciure, that Government: would give’
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wp the measure, before the Company should be
compelled to come to a final decision. "

Mpr. Kennard Smith.could not withhold his tes-
timony of praise to the wise and able conduct of
the Directors during the negociation with Iis Ma.
jesty's Minsters ; and he trusted that many other
persons present would express their feelings and
their sentiments, in drder to enable the Chair-
man to decide upon the answer which ought to
be returned to Lord Buckinghamshire's lctter.
If they looked back to the charter of James the
First, about two conturies ago, they would: find
the grant was for ever, unless it should be found
prejudicial to these realms. Is it so found ?.if
aot, there can be no reason why any of its pro-
sisions and privileges should be taken away. = Let
it be proved to be prejudicial;—that would be pers
haps a fair ground for copening its trade or abd-
Lishing it altogethier; —but prove it fivsty aud do
pot let assertion and power usurp the.place of
argument and justice.—Ile was well aware it
could not be proved ; but he was not cenvinced
that opening the trade would not be prejudicial
to-.these realms. - His conviction was to the
contrary.; From his practical knowledge he
felt the most decided assurance that the mea-
sure/was fraught with destruction, not to- the
Company ‘only, but to these specalators who
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were now revelling in imagination onthe spoils of
the Fast. If the trade should be opened to the out~
ports, it would be much better for the Company
Yo resion its chatter, to sell its terrxtory and poss
sessions, its ‘buildings and its stores, and every
~ individua) of it retire to the occupations of prir
vate life. . The China trade alone, could not sup--
port the expeuces of: the Charter. « His Majesty's
Ministers could not have. seriously. reflected on
the number of scamen supplied. to .the navy by
East-India shipping.—Ile adverted to the tize 6
-Queen Elizabeth, when not wore than six ships
sailed to India; and to their present number, a
number which supplies an average of 7400 seamen
for, the navy, exclusive of Lascars, He con-
ceived they had an ‘unquestionable claim: on
government for the value of their frechold in
India, which they enjoyed by a right as -firh
and unshaken as any freehold which could. Le
“held in this country. e 0
Mr. R, Grantroseand said: o oo
Mer. Chairman, ——Lucouraved bv the1 mvntatmn
which you have held out to the individual pro.
-prietors, 1o take a part in this discussion, I.ven-
ture to offer myself, vot with any purpose of
cotering into a detailed consideration of the piat-
ticular measure respecting the :outports, which
has been the immediate: occasion. of calling - us
together, for that subJect will better be dlecusscd

o
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o a future day: but in ‘ordii to express my’
surprise at the singular letter with which we-
bave been favoured by one of Iis -Majesty's £
Ministers ; - a lettér, in which they are pleased -
explicitly to jnform’ us, that'they - have every
disposition to lionor us with a free and unreserved
communication of their senfiments, but are not
at sl disposed t6 communicate their arguments.
The questidri, Sir, to which we are reduced by
thxs letter; i is indeed one of the utmost serious- -
ness and importance; ' It is no other than this:
whether the Company shall throw themselves on”
the justice of parliament and of the nation, in &
contest with His Majesty’s executive government ;
or whether all the political interests of India, and
of England as connected with India, shall be
midé the subject of a commercial experiment }
“Surprised 4s T am with the tone of the Minis-
fer's letter, I'profess myself still more astonished
at the' matter, We are there told that, unless
we-accede to the mcasure proposed, it will be
open. to the consideration and decision of pmha~
mént, whether the political interests involved ia
the” goverament of India, cannot be effectually
prowded for under some othcr system of admi-
nistration than the present Open to the consi-
deration and decision of parliament? [ thought,
Sit;” that” parliamcnt had considered and uecxdcd
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thie questlon long ago.. , I have a]waYs of Jate,
government, the pmhament and the natxon,
that the system:of the, Company was in every.
view the most eligible organ for the management
of the great and comphcated interests in ques-
tion. But I suppose this annunciation of Mivis-.
ters to be a sort of commentary on a_sentiment
in, the former letter of Lord Bucklnghamshlre 3
where he states that, althouvh it be expedient to.
leave the government of . Indla .n the hands of
the Company, yet there is a_ lzmzt to that expe-,
dnency Now, blr, as l have ever understOOd
that the expedlency of the system in, the con-,
templation of Ministers reapected the people of
India at Jeast as much as the nation at homeAI
can translate the proposltxon of Lord Bucking-.
hamshire only mto tms, that there Isa kmlt to ‘
the enpedlency of governing well '--there isa
limit to the care and sttention whxch we. are
bonnd to bestow on the secuuty and we]fnre of,
the immense populatlon confided to our manage:
ment. And what er, s that limit ? The
commérc al convemcnce of the outports.-—True, .
we are under the mo«t ,solemn oblwatlon to con.
duct wnth wnlmqe and) ﬁdehty the admmls~
tration of that. vast em ire ; but, 1mperatwe,
aa(:lu., and mdxspcneable as, ;hu obllgmon iy -
R
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',we‘_shqll. be too, strict, too zealous in our con-
struction of it, if,'Ain‘t“h'e broéocutibn of our
ol)Ject we compel a vessel which has cleared
outwards from antol to dnscharf*e her home-
ward cargo in the Thames Thm do mmlsters
‘weigh the ledger-books of the outpoxts against
the great charter of the rwhts and happmus of
ﬁﬁy millions of men!

Dﬁcl.umm" Sir, as I have once already done,
any dlccu»sxon at the presc nt moment res pectmcr
the adrmttauce of the outports into the 1mpmt.
,trade of Indla, I will yet just ask, \vhcther, con-
:u]ennv tlis, pot as an individual and insu! ntcd.

msme but in connemou with past events, the
Commny have no solid around of objection aguins st
it? Have the Compauy no ground of ODJc(,Uou
afrmmt 1t Hb benw one further step in that serics
of provreeswe encroachments, which have for
some years been taking place on their pnvt-
‘Ierres’ Have they no right, ‘without rc"crence
“to this specxf'c dewelopment of the general prin-
,c1ple, to resnt it on tl‘e gruuud that, if they do
not mckea stand somewum, they will Tose ail ?
‘Thexe was a perxod “‘un the Company were’
compe ted to coutend with Govemment for all
tbeu‘ prxvxle"es, commcrclal and political. That
attah\ en them. f.uled and it almost scems as
it Ministers had converteJ the siege into a
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blockade. Fxrst we Were obhtred to- provide
'quantxty of extra- tonnarre for the mdmduals
then, the trade wasto be thrown open to prwate
'slups '—then, the outports were to be admitted
‘into the export-trade --—now the outpmts arg to
be admitted into the 1mport-trade. And I'beg
Jleave to obsewe, that I mention these, - not
as_encroachments on our commercial prmleges,
though even in that view they might well bea;
remark but as encroachments on the rcsources,
“of the Comp:my, and as therefore more and more
“trenching on that fund, on wlnch the Company
must re]y for the due dlscharve of theiry T lxtlcal
dutics, If we are to Judge according' to the
rule of all woxld]y wisdom, from the past to the
future, is it possible to doubt whzt will be the
‘mext step?  According to the preaeatmtennou,
the free traders are to conduct their: concerns,
subject to the rexulations of the local govem—
“ments of India, and they are to be complete]y
debarred from the trade of China. ' Can’ there
be a doubt that their next attack will be‘on these
“obatacles? To do them justice, they ‘make no
sccret of their wishes, " And the imprescriptible
right of Britons to a free trade, commercwl
liberty, the )wht of loco-motion,’ all those topics
on which che advocatcs of the “private traders
;a.e apt to dilute, somewhat more extravagantly
b3
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fhan wisely, will be exactly as good then as at
thepr esent hour, o
.. X do not mean to insinuate that the Govern-
.ment,- and I would observe that, by that term,
I do not mean this or that Governincat, but the
-National Government,—entertain a deliberate and
s systematic design of annihilating the Company.
¢But it is in the nature of things. - It is in the
1nature of power to be encroaching and aggressive.
~And if this train of consecutive aggressions is {0
;continue, it1s too easy to perceive what will be itp
+termination. - Left in possession of all our poli-
¢ tical functions, but stripped, one by one, of all
~the means and facilities which we possess for the
exercise of those functions, we shall at length be
“eompelled to resign every thing without a strug-
i'gle, and shall then have the.comfort of being
+told that it is a voluntary surrender. The edifice
vwill be permitted to' remain entire and untouch-
ed; no hostile hand ostensibly stretched out
ssgainst it; 1o warlike engine threatening its
iwallsy but, in the mean time, it is gradually
+andermined, ‘and, when it collapses with a great
~suin, it will be said to have-fallen by itsown
- weight. . The familiar but lively and happy il-
<lustration employed by a great departed orator
-in-parlament, may be applied to this subject;
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we shall be checkmated: with all our pieces 'ou
the board. —(dpplause.) oo T
-1 cannot help thinking, Sir, that, in ‘thg
present crisis, it would be well to remind Minis-
ters and the publid, ‘of "the services which 'the
Company have rendered both to-this countrp
and to India, On this bead indeed, the greatest
'mlsrepresentatlons prevail. " That such serv1cea,
bave,” in fact; been - rendered; not one of your
antagonists ventures to deny} but it is ot un=
commonly. insinuated in the publications which
have appeared against ‘you, that they were:the
‘result of accident, or that the merit of them
exclusively belongs to the enlightened: men-
whom you have chanced to employ. . The Com-
"pany,” in the mean time, -are charged with
‘having no .concern for the interests, :either"',nf
their country ‘or of their subjects, with: beiag
wholly absorbed in a- selﬁsb reoard faor th:u'
advantage, - ' S RS 15
If it be indced true that the Company are oc-
cupled "solely by an sttachment to their own
interests, I yet do not kiiow that the advocates
of free trade are exactly: the persons the' best
‘authorised to reproach them with that failing.
I am by vo.means persuaded, that the ‘mo-
‘tives by which those gentlemen are uctuated are
of a much more exalted natupe.~(Applause.)
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Isit, however, the fact, that the Company bave
po claims on the vratntud‘: either of their country
or of their subjects? Let hlstory answer that
question. [ regret—I do_not pa]llate»-—the dig-
orders ,wlnch, in some instances, took place at
the commeucement of their oovernmeﬁt as a ter-
ritorial power. Those were disorders, however,
mturally incideat to .recent acquisition of do-
minion, especially to an acquisition accompamed
by the strangest individual temptations ; aod
they - were, as soon as possible, corrected by the
Company at home. But, while these misdeeds,
whatever they were, are, on every occasion,
studiously trumpeted forth, the eminent services
repdered by the Company, both to thiy country
~angd to that, are completely averlooked, or are
ascribed to apy other cause than good intention,
Why, Su'A when, about the time of the civil
commotlons in England, the Indo-British tﬂdey
{rom the effect of those troubles, was for near
jluxt),y years iy hourly danger of anmhzhnon =
‘,“-Qf“; at other peripds, both anterior aud aubaq
gueqt, th.lt trade was jn hourly danger of ex:
t.mct.ou uom the formldable,mahcc of Europeag
r.\nls ——*wheu it weathered those storms by
egaertnous of tortltude and perseverance unpaml-

l&d in the commucul aunals of the world;—

W(gompag) 2. Who conducted it, deserve 0o
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gredit for their management and. public’ spirit?
When the IndoBritish' scttlements were, for
twenty years togethier, engaged in an “arduous
struggle with the 1:oqtility'of France, ‘and that .
bost:hty directed by some of the ablest publ.c
functionaries, civil and mllltary, that France has
ever produced ; —-when they - ‘endured’ throuvh'
that dreadful season ;—when they not only en
dured through it, but, having entered it as a set
of compat‘atwe]y insignificant ports emer«ea
from it an empire; —-do the counsels and couduct
of the (ompany, who supphed the means of
these achievements, ‘deserve no prmse for the
result' Then,—as to the inhabitants of Indm,
<~ when Lord Clive repaxred to that country, fob
the seconyd time, asa governor,—-—when he ‘went
out in the cliaracter, no longer of 4 soldier, but -
bf a pacificator,—to check irregularities, to Té-
form abuses, to consolidate the dowinions ac:
quired, and to secure the rights and welfare of
the natives,—did he undertake this impoftanf
scrvice by accident, or was lie expressly delerated
to it by the votes of a triumphant majority of
this very court? Wheu, afterwards; the same
illustrious man,~and the incident deserves no-
tice, a3 not w.ating apphcabnhty to some parts
of the present discussion ,—sciisible of the irre-
gularities and atrocitics committed by the free
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traders up the country, aud auxiousto hushi the
groans of .the suffering natives,’ chased the whole
tribe of those.oppressors to Calcutta ;—was this
sct purely the emanation of his own great mind,
or da-your records exhibit the precise instructions
which he _had received from-the Company at
home for the accomplishment of the reformation
in question?, I cannot help mentioning-another
jllustrious. and revered name; a-name dear (I
doubt pot). to every individual present. When
Lord Cornwallis adopted the measure- of tho
perpetual -sejtlement,—aud though . there " still
subsist {some diflerences of opinion respecting
the policy of that measure, there never were twa
opinions as to its magnanimity,~did he act by
chance, or entirely from himself; or- arc not tie
express jostrections of the Company on’record,
in which they enjoin on him the_full application
of his comprehensive judgment, with the view of
ameliorating the “condition of the natives in tht
very respeet? ; All these laws ‘and regulations,
uader the protection of, which the natives repose,
—whicl sccure to them a pure administration <f
justice, a frecdom from European competition in
the purc}"me and management of land, a tran-
quil: enjcyment of ‘their” propert,—the Magna
Cha.ta as they may be called, and Bill of Riglits
of the popula.lon of Hmdostan,—-—md t'.cy sprmv
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x.p spbntaneéus]y, did :the servants of the Cora;
peny. call them from the ground by a stamp. of
the foot?—or are your zolumxpous records preg:
nant with evidencei to. shew, that the prmczples
of all those 1mprovements bad been the. previous.
subjects of your deep dnd anxions deliberation, of
your minute and positive ordersd e i o

.- Thave the firmest bilif, Sir;: in tHe capabili:
ties of individual ener oy to effect m'ﬂl)ty things,
But,-at the.same time, it is plain that a pubhe
funutxonary can aa:omp.;sh litle, uulcss? he-is
¢ountenanced and supp orted by -lds® pnnc:ga!a.
The great men to whom [ have alluded,’ acted
gmt]y, but whence did they ucquire their frst
movement'-—-whcuce was derived ‘the first {rg?
pulsc of their great actions? W hy “Sir, frotd
within these very walls whicli are now decorated
with- their cffigies. You have a right ‘to conse?
reratctheir dcdd renown'; for you formed their
living gxeatnmsh '

The queshon then reciirs, Sir{ i is A this By
o of e<tabhshments, the fruit of so much]a«
bour, achieved by ¢ much” solicitude; matured

g T

; The walt of the ruom'inI Wbicb the Court of Propriet‘o ks

meot bius niches, in which gre placcd th be etatnes of Lor(i

Clive, Lord Coruw‘llu, Sir F\re Coote, aM olher ennnut
wew - o
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by time, justified by experience, to be made the
sport of a commercial experiment? Grant all
the cemmercial argumeuts of’our‘opponents;
but is it possible not to see that a commercial
measure may lead to the most fatal political con-
sequences? ~ That such is' the strong infullible’
tendency of the particular measure before us, is
clearly prévecl 1n the correspondence of the Di-
recters with the Government,—proved by argu-
ments, to which the Goveroment refuse an an-
swer. 1t menaces the subversion of the consti-
tution of India; and, permit me to add, by no
very remote conscquence, the subversion of that '
of England also.

It is curious to observe, Sir, how differently
men estimate the evil of political changes in this
country and in India. In England we have a
constitution which is the work of ages, and the
wonder of the world. For this constitution we
glory in cherishing even a bizotied altachment,
and if any innovator proposes for our adoption a
- measure which appears to touch its fandamental
_principles, we hear bim no longer ;—we cry,
. away with your commercial exleulations! we
“ cannot afford such an experiment!  Nolumus
“ leges .nglice mutari ' Thus we all act—and
we act well, Dut what, meantime, is our con-
“duet respecting India? - There, alio, is a con-
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stitution, the slow creation of years;—a consti-
tution which has not, indesd, attained theoren-
cal perfection,~perhaps not even all the practi
cal perfection of which it is capable,~I am not
competent to Jndg{e of that,—but  of which I
will yet be bold to say, that, considering tha
peculiar circumstances of the country, cousxder—
ing the natare and political capacnty of the nag
tives; considering the relations: subsxstmg:be
tween the two countries, it is scarcely.a less
wonderful work, scarcely a less important
achievement, than the Dritish constitution itself,
Yet when we object to an innovation proposed
by Ministers, on the ground that jt will probably:
affect the vitals of this constitution, they are
pleased gravely to assure us that our apprehen.
sions are probubly unfounded; and we are
charged with a spirit of captiousness, contumacy,
and war, because, in a case which is absolutely .
one of life and death to the natives of Ilindos.
tan, we refuse to be put off with continzent re.
medics aud conjectural safeguards.— (Applause).
Amidst the provincial wit, Sir, which has,
during the course of this controversy. been
pointed agaiast the Company, I hLave found it-
gaid, that all the reasonings of that body resolve
themselves into an argument ad misericordiam,
—an address to the compassion of the public.’
k2"
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One of these reesonings ad misericordiam you
. bave heard from a geatleman below me (Mri
Thirlwall), and I would 3sk whether it contained
nothing of an Ampressive nature,~nothing to
touch the feelings of humanity? For my own:
part, thhout the hope and without the desire of
nyalling the ingenioys mirth to which I have
allu2d, T will say, not wittily but gravely, that
were [ to address the public on the present sube
Ject, mine shoxld be an argument ad misericor
djam. St should be an;appeal to- their comipas.
swnate feelings : == but to .thein. compassionate!
fechrgs not in behalf of the Company, howeves
likely. to be ruincd by .adventurers;: nor in
behalf of adventurers, however likely. to ruin
themwl\es-—Mme should be an appeal to' the
compassion . of the peopk of: England in fa-
vour  of the people of India. : I would earnestly:
nemmdthem that a system in which the welfare
and happmew of Hindostan, in & political point:
of. view,, are essentially bound. up, a system ad.
witted to have this character (for never'let that
be forgotten) on all hands, may, by- the ‘rage’ of
c__qrjmer‘cxa) cpecu‘latlon“be utterly. pulled to
pieces in a few years. . I would.intreat that, in’
thelr nnuetv to settle the d‘scontcnts of a com-
Earatxvely small number of persons at home, they
&gg](‘i not, run {herisk of unsettling the content.

€313
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and tranquillity of fle immense popufatxon ded
pendeat on tian io India, = I would beseech’
thein not to be pore swayed by the din‘and- tuo
mult which pervaces a small_pazt of their owii'
couatry; than by the p‘rbmimd’ ehd~ hnéoﬁlpidih.
ing stillness whicli reigns - throughout that vastl
continént, 1 woild implote tlicm to do” by the!
pecple of India as they would do by }mnselves"
and then- I have uct the smal!est do.:br of i
result. . v Yo oL g nded Pt i 1ag
: My Sinith(the Bank Dlrcétor) was of npmlont‘
that the most advisable proceedmvm thé precent‘
stage-of the busiriess wonld be; to adoptthe %en-
timents of “the (‘lmrman, ‘and’ hdjoum to an
early period. " Coroen et o Hured
= The Clairman signifying his’ concurrehde, s
Mr. Kennard Swith moved,! that' thanks Be’
guven ta the Coart  of Directors,” for" the firm,
zeaipns, und’vigitant conduct which® they haﬂ'
hitheyto evinced for the interests of the Pmpl‘u.
tars, -concluding with a- resolutlon of! adJourn‘
meat to the 19th instant.” QPR
- Alr. Lewis requested,: that the’l‘esoliltidné?)f
the General Court off the 5th May Yast might
beread.© (No X1V, Appendxxi vl e ""1
M. Rigly: thonght' the' documcut Jusi Tead,
of such importance a§ to requlre the mu.)t éxtend
sive circalation, and enquired ‘whethér, in’ the
discussion with Ministers, they bad been given to
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understand, that a modification, with respect to
exporting the produce of this country, would be
admitted 7—and was answered by

The Chairman, that the Charter of 1793 per-
mitted an annual cxportation of that sort, to the
extent of 3000 tons, which extent had never been
taken advantage of, the exports principally con-
sisting of wines, which were not tue rmuaulac-
ture of this country—at least Lic boped not '—{.1

laugh.)

The wotion of tharks and adjournment being
seconded and put

Mr. Huge, in addressm(r the Chairman, de-
clared it was not his original intention o deliver
any opinion on the present subject, but he was
induced to depart from that resclution in conse-
quence of the turn which the discussion had tuken,
—He oljected to uniting a vote of thanks to the
Directors with the resolution of adjournment—
he had not entirely made up his mind whether
they deserved praise or censure.  From m oy ob-
servations which had been rade, it apneared asif
the question was not a relaticn to the outports
being admitted to a share of the import trade ;
that question seemed to him to have been entirely
departed from, . The lau suage of Ministers was
this — you must concede whrtever we. think
pecessary, or your, Charter will not be reneved.
It had been stated in the Iouse of Commons
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by the late Mr. Perceval, that certain prelimi-
narics had been agreed unon between the Govern-
ment and the Company. The Court of Direc~
tors had called upon Ministers for their decided
answer—an answer had been returned which he
certainly could not disapprove. The true ques--
tion is this,—will the Company consent to’ tlie’
trade being thrown open ? in that case Govern<'
ment it is supposed, will not interfere in the
interior administration of Indla. Qught the port
of London, in this general state of commercial
privation, to enjey privilezes which no other port’
possessed?  The Company's right to a trade in
India was founded on a statute of Parliament;
by which the duration of the right was limited.”
On this poiat, the Ministers Le thomht had
given the Directors a properreb,  Without con-
curring with all Lis positions, he admired the-
eloqueuce of (he gentleman who spoke last (Mr.
L. Graut); and heped to be gratified with many
more of his speeches, Ile was senaible that he'
himself had wandered from the subject (henr,
kear), which was not much a matter of surprise,
as it seemed generally to have heen lost sight of —
he was ¢f opinion as the discussicn was to bead-
Journed, so might the vote of thanks. (Iere were'
loud cries of Question, Question), when the
Chairman requested, that as much praise hal
been so handsumely bestowed on the Directors, it
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was but fuir to Fear what imight be allogcd
against them; it was true pa!u y fo hear both
atdcs of aquestzon~when e

- Mr. Hume reRumcd—-—by asme whether. the
trade to Dengel, ‘\hdm'= and Bomba;, bad
aﬂ'orded suﬂ"cxmtmcans for paying their divi-
dends ¢ Was it II'OP\J', was it prudent then to
quarrcl with l\hmstm about a trade which be was
-prepared to prove had for the last. fifteen yedrs
_produced nothing or pext to nothmrr > e was
;not prcpared to say whether the Directors de-
served praise or not; he wished for time to
consider that point, and might perhaps at their
pext meeting, be equally disposed with any oihier
gentleman to sipport a vote of thanks; and with
trespcct to other points introduced into the present
discussion, his opinion was, they. should Le
reserved for the ‘consideration' of Parliament und
the Ministers. ;

+ Mr. Grant (a Dircctor) sand he did not rise
’to contcnd for the vote_of approbation that had
been proposed. - He had o wish (and Lc was
sure the gentleman behind the bar had no wish)
to carry the Proprietors, inthis respect, further
than their own epontanecus judgment sliould in-
clme them’, to go. Eut though it bad not been’
his mtentmn, nor he believed -the intention of
the Directors in general, to offer any opiniors
t the Proprietors 'gxi' that day, the specch of the
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‘imnour.\ble gentleman Who 'had Just SJ'C dovn’
(Mr. Hume), ca'lled for soie obser\'z\tlon. “Thie
“honourable gentleman “had assume& tlmt “the
quectlcn beﬁn'ef the’ i’ropnetors was, “whether.
 they should } agree to the' prnpoqucm of Minis-
ters respecting the outport's?J M Granf said”
there was 1o fuch’ qoéstion, submntted to the”
«Court. - The~ Pro;metors had* ‘been Camd toge~
ther on that dag;, in order 1o bé hadé hcquamt(.d
with"the farther correspoh&ence W which had ta-
-ken place between” His Majesty's’ Blinxsteti ‘and
‘the Couit: of»Dxrectors, and ‘not’ to produce any
1mmediate qw:suon on thewnattex “of that tor-
mpondence, but’ that the Proguielors] “aftet
having had a* opportumty of: fully consldenr
it, shiould detérmitte on thre time proper to- b@
“taken for the ctsnsule\ htion of it, ‘and the daf“on
which' they should méet again.’ The on'ly qucs‘-
tlon, in short, before the Court was the fiiofioh
recemly made'for approving tﬂe condud of 'the
Directors;” But the honourable gentfeman, ‘l‘of
Jowing his ) -erroneous assumphon, hid' godon
1 argue,i 8 if the’ question’ lespcchng thé Bit-
ports were- a- detached dnsulated questxon“(hal'
might be settled without affecting other’ greut
parts of the fndian. s'y:ster?\. He- ﬁad snppose.l
1ndecd, that the bhjeet l'(‘aﬂj’ iy dlspute, betwéch
Goverument and the Compatr}’, fhasithe - fhlida
Srade. - In Loth these éh?lnrpin&xi i fibriolles
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ble centleman was mistaken, It was not-the
trade with India, as ‘hCh for which the Company
chiefly coutended. That trade it was admitted had
been of late years no great chject of profit. The
Company . resisted the impertation of Indian
commodities to the outports, because they ap-
prehended, with great reason, that the conse-
quence would be the smuggling of tea to a large
extent, in violaticn of the, Lumpan) s China,
Ir;onnpoly Anl the loss that would hence
ensue, was not to be Cnntemleted mercly as
cpmmcrcml loss. The China trade was the
soufce of the prefit which enabled the Company
to pay their dividend, and on the p'\) ment of
the dmdcnd depended the subsisteuce of the
Co_mPany in a stete fit for the performance of
ﬁm high political functions assigned to them.
The ar‘mm en of the imports from India to the
m_.tporta of Englund, therefore, involves tlie po-.
: ]it.ic_al existence of the Company as administrators
-éf the Iudian empire.  If the Lonorable gentle-
man lvad perused the printed papers with the
Ie'\kt attenticn, he would have fuund that this
was ‘he arument of the Comrpany.

The honoratle gentleman had also assamed,
~that the Dircciors had demanded a catevorml
answer from His Majeste’s Ministers en thegxan_l
qusticn,  This was ancther mistake.  They
hal only acked for the informations on which
Ministers had been induccd to declare in favour



AT THE EAST-INXDIA' HOUSE, 55

of the outports, and for the whole detail of the’
kp.an which they had fortaed for the government
of British India.’ . .
In asking for these things they had asked for
no.hmﬂ new.  In the setticment of the Charter
of 1793, the eminent men who conducted
the national affairs at that time, communi-
cated fo the Court of Directors not only the
details of their own plan) but the demands of
Dritish manafacturers and other persons hos-
tile to the prmlegcs of the Company, with’
the arguments used by those parties. “This
was “h‘it the 'Directors had -now ' asked.
They were "told that the discussions between.
the merchants claiming the right of 1mport-‘
ing to the outports, and His Majesty’s Mmls-}
ters, were carried on viza voce; but it might be
presumed that some minutes of conversations .
%0 important might have been taken. 7
The honorable gentleman had thought fit to
censure the Court for meddlmv with the topxc of
the British constitation, in thelr correspondence .
with the King's Ministers. - Thls was a strange
accusation.” Was not every sub_;ect of this free
country interested in' the consututnon{, and en--
titled to contend for the care of it in all public
nicasures ¢ Were not the Compmy, and the
“huk nation, decply concerned in mamtaunm
¥ 3 ’
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"the Constiution in its vigour and puity 3 And
the Dxrectors, as acting for the Compzny, dnd
23 free men, havmrr a stake in the counnv, were
fally warranted to express their solicitude on the
subject, “hen it was s0 exld'~ntly and rrreatly con~
cerned. - '

* Mr. Gmnt added that before he sat down,
he wished to say a word on the preseut state of
the negociation, . His Majesty's Ministers had
declared their wish to - discuss, in the most full,
free; and candid manuer, all depending points.
The Court of Dircctors had, on their part, amply
stated their reasons for every posmon they. .1d-
vatced ; but he must take - leave to say,;.the
Board of Commissioners had not answered those
arguments—instead of returning arguments, they
hLad given only decisions.. Dutif ary one thing
was now essential, it was a clear and thorough
tndersianding between the parties :—this was
proper for the sake of tiie public, and due to the
l‘ljop'rictofs of Ind:a stock, whese all was at stake.
This was what the Directors all aloog aimed
at; what they still wished ; and tullomn« up
the subject with a spirit of conuhatmn, it would
Le no fault of their’s, if the desived information
were nat obtaine, and every thing satisfastorily
adjusted at last. (Applause). '

 Mr. Weyland was desirous thai the aljourn’
meit shonld be onl} for a week—The qhebtlou
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turned on this point, whether the regtlations pro,
posed by Government would benefit the pepulas
tion of India-and Great Britain2~—The. greater
delay in their exertions, he considered the greater
danger would- acerue.., In political controversy,
prudence should sometimes take the precedence
-of generosity. QO this principle, therefore,. be
should wish the last letter of Lord. Buckm"ham-
shire - to_ be! the last ministerial documcnt on
tburtable,.,as it was certainly. the - Wcaleat--
it was not the letter of a. statesman—it was,
when analized, abgolute nonsense. * He- wished
an adjournment for one week, and confidently
trusted that they would zcalouQ]y exert, them-.
gelves, mdmdey and col!ectnelv, to frustratel
ail invasion upon their ehartered rights, e

After various observations as to ﬁ\mg the dav"
of adjournment; -

- The Chairman stated, that alt‘xouwh the Dp'
pectors were desirous of eeting the wis! hes of
the Proprictors in every respect, he consvideréd
1hat as various' meetings of ship owners ship
bnilders, marchants, and others deeply concerned -
in the present question, were to be held in the
courze of mext weck, the original day for adjourn-.
ment would be. the most eonvenient and advi..
sable.——He inforlﬁcd the Proprictors, that
Minisiers bad been applied to, for the reasons
:l}igh had induced them to depart from: those
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rooted plans. th:y' Yad formerly adopted them®
selves,  That great statesman, the late Lord
Melville, was -decidedly of opinior, that every
article of India irade should be lodzed in the
“arehouses of the Company, and sold in that
room. (No. XII, Appendix.)—On this point he
had - the: entire and uncqmvocal concurrence of
his illustrious colle'wue, Mr, Pitt. That their’
goods should be brought into the port of London,
was a fandameutal ariicle in the  political ‘and’
cowmercial ereed of the Fmt India Lompan)
(Hear ! hear! kear H)—It scems strunge; it
deed, for any man to say that hie is not concern-’
el in supporting his own rights—what can be'
meaut by Ministers having given the Directors a
proper rub? What! is not an En"hahman ta
maintain bis own rights? Is lie not to cpﬁak Tis
opinion honestly and frankly i his own'cause 2’
This is the birthright of an Enrfhchman, and
God forbid it should ever bé wrested from Lim—"
it was a right he would give 'up to no Ministers,
The Court of Directors hal asked them, the
reasons of changing their former sentiments and
resolitiosis f they (the Proprictors) perhaps might
be persuaded or convinced by them. It should be’
distinctly understood, that the Directors are not
desivous of restraluing the exports to the port of
Londun, hut of confiuing the imports to it, as a’
messure of vital consequence to the very esisterce



AT THE EAST-INDIA HCUSE. 39.

“of the Company.  The profits- upon the trade
certainly Lol been lossened, bat this was owing.
to captures and slipereck :=but, will the out-
ports be more cxempt from ‘such disasters than,
the Company #* The profits must naturally fluc-.

“tuate upon all commercial undertakings.  (The,
Chairman bere aliaded to an opinion given by
Lord Castlereagh in the House of Commons on;
a former occasion, No. XIII. Appendis.) The‘v
Court of Directors were not anxious for a vote,
of thanks, but to deserve one, Ile had the,
highest opinion of His Majesty’s Ministers as,
findividuals; but this should not induce hiny to,
sacrifice to them one iota of his duty or .of the,
Company's rights. : S

- Mr, Aldsrman Athins could wish to hear howf
tle honorable gontleman (Mr. Hume) would an-,
swer the arguments of the Chairman; he vas,
convinced that they were not to be answered.;

If the question was that of opposiag the intercsts ,

of the Corcpany to those of the Country, there.
was not a single Prorrietor that would lesitate
betiween the daty and the sacrifice—there was Lo,
such eollision of interests— the question was,
wheter the interests of the Company should be
tacrificed, oot to those of the Country -but to:,
popular mistake, ts the delusion of experiment, -
to the cravings of speculation. One establish, |
ment for th.c protection of the trade and shipping -

alone for the port of London, had cost half a
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million of money; millions had been expcnde]!
upon others—mére’ than 30,600 persons were’
emp10) ed iu thes¢ cstablishments—if the exclu-
sive trade is done away, these must all be driverl
from their wonted habits of industry; to seek, as
. they best could, a precarisus subﬂlstmcé—«“ You
“take away their life if )ou do take away the
- means wherehy thiey live” It cannot be for-
gotten too, that the Company had farnish-.
ed - Government ‘with- 20,000 tons of ship-
Fing, amounting tu fourtcen sail, to whose as-
sistance in a great measure the splendid victory
over the Dutch at Camperdown may be attris
buted.—Could Government lcok to divided in-
terests, scattered- property, and uhequal ship.
ﬁng; for so desirable an aid in future emergen-
ces? It was much to be lameated that any’
shade of .difference shou’d exist on the question °
of adjournment, and on that account he could”
wish it were separated from the motion of
thanks. - - - ;
Mr. Ilione \in explanation) eonsidered hid
opinion had been so guardedly expressed, as-
not to be thought imputing blame to the-
Directors. If any loss should be sustained by -
the measures of Government, they are bound to’
give ample remuneration. - :
After a fow words the wotion of Thanks was
united to that of Adjournmient with one dissen-
ticnt voice, tiut of Air. Liume.
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At a Secret Committee' of Corvespondenice, ' the 27IK'
S w ot November 1812, 1uil1 1605 5453
The Chairman reported tothe Committee, that hey
and the Deputy Chairman had this morning a confe.
rence with the President of the Board 'of Commissionia}
ers, on the subject of the Revewal of the Company’s
Charter, at which bis Lordship, declared it to be the
intention of His Majesty’s Muisters, not to abandon!
the proposition they bad -madey. for allowing a. direet:
trade between India and the outports of the United
Ringdou 5 but that the proposition might be modified,
by confining the ports.to’ which . ships shall bé-allowed!
to import goods trom India, to a number less than that,
to which the Warehousing Act ‘now extends.” Lord
Duckinghamshire, however, was desirous,” before#éu]
suming the correspondence relating to it, thatc the,
Commuttee of Correspondence should hold a confercnce
with Lord Liverpool aud himself upon the subjeet, s %4
“« The Chairman further stated, that, in reply; €3,
Lord Buckinghamshire, the Deputy Chairman® and
hini cIf decfined making any observation at present,’
but stated their intention te communicate the substhnes;
of his Lordship’s remarks to the Committee of Cortres»
ponucuce, 2nd also expressed - their wish, Yhat the
Comnuttee night have the honour of waitinz'upan. his,
Lordsliip, previously to the proposed coufercnce with,
Lord Liverpool, to which Lord Buckinghamshire cons”
sented, - ezl b S el g T L
The Committee, in, consequence, resolved to asa,
scmble at dleven otlotk’ on Tuesday next, for'thz’
purgo.e of deiiberating upon the subject of the above:,
commuincation, - previously to_ waiting upon Lord
Luchingiuaihice, at tie hour of two en that dav.
.. “ C o '.<,qv
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No. Il

Letter from the Chatripan and Deputy Chadman ta
the Right Alonorable the Lurl of Buckinghamshive.
, East-Iudia House, 23t November, 1812,
My Lorp, . :

We have the honor to acquaint your Lords
ship, that we have communicated to a Seeret Cowe
mittee of Correspondence the substunce of the con-
versation which we had yesterday the honour of hold-
ing with your Lordship, My, Wallace, snd Mr. Sul.
Livan, and inwhich it wasnotified to vs, that the opi-
nion of His Mujesty’s Government remains unaltered,
regarding the expediency of not cenfining the import
trade from the Fast-Indies to the port of Londlon,

The Committee received this communication with
the deepest concern and regret, its Members nnanis
mously concurring with us in opinion, that shou!d the
. proposed extension of the trade, even toa small num-
ber of the outports of the kinglom, be sanctioned by
the Legislature, the measuve will be highly prejudicial
to the public revenue, injuricus to the Kast-Inilia Com-
pany, and detrimental to the prosperity of the mer-
chants, manufacturers, traders, and other numeous
bodics interested in the commerce with India, us now
carried on through the channel of the river Thames,
Tie Committee being still desirous of an opportunity
of reaewing their representations to your Lordhip
upon this important question, before any communica-
tisn is made to the Court on the subject, have directed
us to request the honor of a conference with your
Lovdship for ¢hat purpose.  Sbould it be perfeedly
convenient to your Lordskip to receive the Deprtation
on Tuesday next, at two o'clock, we shall be abic to
Jay the resnlt of the conlerence Lofore the Court on
the following day. )
~-We have the honour to be, my Lord,
<. Your Lordships must ohdient humble servasts,
(Simed) . Rucr Ixerts,

. Roszrt TuornTON,
The Right Hon. the Earl of Luckinglumshire,
&eo &c. &

0
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No. IIL

Letter ﬂ om e sz <12 Honorable the Earl of Ez(c(m,,
hamshive to t/ze Chairman.

, Qm, Indla Board, 28th Notember, 1812.

1 had the honor of receiving your letter of this
day, pl‘upo:ln" that the Secret Committee of Corres-
poadence should vait upon me at this Board on Tuess-
day next,

1 shall be happy to bave the honor of secing them;
but ‘as 1 am desirous that Lord Liverpool, and other
Members of the Board, should be present at the inter
view, and as] find that tweive o'clock will be more con<
venient to them than two, you will, I hope, lhave no
objection to muke the appointment for the former
hour,

B! bave the honor to be '

Y our most obedient and faithful humble servant,

e oo BuckiNGHAMSHIRE: .
‘Sir Hugh Inglis, Bart, '
&e. &e. &e.
No. V. .

dtaSecrd Court of Dzrcctors, held on We(lnes.lqy, t/zc
2d Dccember 1812,

The Chairman acquainted the Coutt, that ameeunw :
took place yesterda), at the Board, betwesn several
of His Majesty's Ministers and the Committee of Cor.
tcspondumc upon the subjeci of the renewal of the Com.
pany’s exclusive privileges, when it was agreed, that no
minutes should be then tal\en in order toattord the most
unreserved mode of carry iz “on'the discussion ; at the
condthmn of which it was m\dersmod that H(s Mao
Jasty s Mmisters would commanicatey in writing, theic
scutiments upon the whole of the sub_,ect.

¢2
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‘ No. V.

At a Secret Court of Divectors, held on Tueslay, the
‘ 15th Decomber 1812, ’
Minutes of the 2d instant were read and approved,

- The Chairman stated, that two conferences between

His Majesty’s Miristers aud the Committee of Corres-

pondence had tuken plice since the 2d instanz, w3,

on the 5th and 12th instant, but thut he had nething
further to cominunicate to the Court in cousequence.

. t——

No. VL

Ab a Seeret Court of Directors, held on IFednesday,
‘the 16th December 1812, .

The Coutt adverting to the statement which the
Chairman had, with their approbation; made to the
General Court to-day, as to the late conferences with
His Majesty’s Ministers, upon the subject of renewing
the Company’s exclusive privileges, and this Court .
deeming it a proper mark of respect to His Majesty's
Ninisters, that they should be apprized of the same as
early as possible, :
. The Chairmanand Deputy Chairman were requested
to wait on the President of the Board of Commissions
ers for the Affairs of India to-morrow, to communicate
to his Lordship what had passed in the General Court
this day, and to state to his Lordship,. that the Court
of Directors continue decidedly to entertain the opi.
nion which they have formerly expressed to His Ma-
Jjesty’s Ministers, as to the ruinous consequences of
admitting the imports from India to the outports of
this kingdom. : : :

No. VIIL
At o Secret Court of Directors, held on Friduy, tis
) 18th December 1812, '

: The Court having resclved itself into a Committes
-of the Whole Court,
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Aod being resumed, the fullowing re')ort from the
Committee of the Wholo Court was rend

¢« The Commirtee taking into ronsideration the prt-g
¢ sent state of tie negoci: ition with H's Majesty’s Mie
“ nisters for the renewsl of the Companyscxclusne
¢ privileges, deem it to be hwhly important, that the
¢ gentimcnts of the Court of Directors, uponthe pros
¢ position brought forward for admitting the tmports
“ from India to the outports of this km('dom, shuuld
 be nneqmvoca iy Enown.”

« The Cotmnittee therefore rLcommend to the Com-t
¢ fo pass a resolution, stating that the proposition in
# question s, for varions reasons already set forth in
¢ the Court's writings, pregnant with ruin to the af-
¢ fairs of the Company, inasmuch s it would rénder
¢ them incapable of perfnrmuw the functions allotted
€ to them, as well 1. their commercial- as in their
« palitical capucity, and that the Court cannot theres
¢ fore, conistently with tieir duty to their Consti-
“ tnents, ruommcnd to them the adopuon of such 3
b propo;mon. o

Aud it was, on the questnon,

Resolved Unanimous) fy, That this Court apprdm tbd
said report.

And the Chairman and Deputy Chau‘man were rew.
quested to wait on the Right Houorable the President.
of the Board of Commissioners for the Allairs of India,’
and to communicate to His Lordship the above pro+
ccedings of this day.

* -

t———

No. VIIL

At a Seeret Court of Directors, beld on Tueslay, the
22d December 1812,

The Chairman acquainted the Court, that in obe..
dience to their resojution of the 18th instant, the De-
puty and himself, on Saturday fust, waited on e
Liaht Honorable zhe President of the Board of Conmie
missioners for the Affairs of Tndia, with a copy of tie
minutes of the Secret Court of the 18:h instant, ' + -
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Letter frﬁn' the Right Fonorable the Earl of Bucts
< anghamshire to” the Chatrman und Deputy Chairmuit
of the East-Indiu Company. :

GentLEMEN, Indiz Board, 24th Dec. 1812,

The conferences held at this Board with
the Committce of Correspondence, having hud for
their object the most unreserved and candid discussions
vpon points of the greatest impertance, with respect
to the renewal of the East-India Company’s Churter,
and it having been understood that no further steps
should be taken upon the subject, until a communica~
tlon was made by me, in an olficiul shape, to the
Court of Directors, it was not without some surprize
that the copy of wueir resolution of the 18:h iustune
was received by His Majesty’s Government, because
that resolution, adopted under such circumstances, ap-
pear to them to have for its object an abrupt termination
to all discussion,

" They cannot, however, consider it the less incum-
bent upon them, throuzh you, as the prop.r oificial
channel, to bring before the Court of Directors the,
principle upon which the opinions I hive to apprize,
you of have been formed, in order to present to the
Proprietorsand the Public a corvect visw of a subject,
to which so much importance is attached,

" Tshall, therefore, convey to you the sentiments of
His Majesty’s Governmeut, precisely in the terms I
should have done, if no intimation had beca made of
the resolution of the Court of Directors of the 18th
jnstant 3 and with that object I proceced to inform you,
that with regard to those points, to which the atten-
tion of the Commiitee of Correspondence has been’
chiefly directed at the conferences held at this Daard,
the principle uniformly maintained, ‘as the bu.ls of any
arrangement for the rencwal of the East-India Cous-
pany’s Charter, riz. that the merchants of this conntry
have as substaatial claim to as much libeity of ‘trade as
they can enjoy, without injury to erher impoitaut nie
tional intercsts, cannot be departzd from.
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It was in the hope that the opening of the export
trade with India to the merchants of tie city of Lon-
don and of the outports, whilst the import was con-
fincd to the port of London, might not be found in-
cousistent with this principle, that' a disposition was
teit by the Guvernmeut to propose an arrangement to
that cticcet. o

In counscquence, however, of the promulgation of,
such an intention, soverel persons, intercsted in the,
cemmerce of the outp:rrs, represented in the strongesg
terms, that the proposed limitation of the import trade
from India, rendered the estension of wo value to
them ¢ and they deciared themselves prepared to maing,
tain, chat this lmitation was not colled for by any
aderuate meilve of public interest. :
They urged their cluim to an equal participation in,
the cencral trade to Tndia, and their conviction, thag
the svound nnon which the exclusioa in fuvour of thp“
po.tof London was defended, wiz. the additional dan-,
ger of smuggling, could not be supported, and they
werc satisfied that the alleged daneer might be obw'i,'a;"e.g
by revenue regulations.  They also eutered largely
into the subject of the China trade, contending strenu-
ously azaiust the renewul of the Compuny’s exclusive
Charwr ; and stated their rcasons for believing, that
meusures mizht be pred by which that trude could:

tnjury to the vevenue, and without,

be opened, without
hazaedimg vac continuance of the intercourse wich the
Kauperor of Ching’s dominions. ‘

T'he importance attached to these r(:prcscntation:’i;t
inducea fhis Majesty’s Governmuout to revize the arg,
vangement which bad been in contemplation 5 and als
tiough they did uot sce cense, uonder all the cucum,,
stances bearing upon this question, to alter the opinion’
thev Ll entertaiced, of the propriety of coutinuing
the existing restrictions upon the comuercial intera
course with China, and of preserving to the Compuny
tuc monopoly of the teu trade, they nevertheless fel,
ti:at tie merchants belonging to the outperts had esta-
bithed a claim against wn absolute restriction of the ,
wnport trade to the port of London. /

\



43 APPINDIX,
B oL T

Under this impression, addressed my letter to you
-on the 2T of April vltimo, ©

The observations made by the' Committee of Cov-
respendence, in their reply of the 29th of the same
month, did not fail to engage the sevious attention of
His Mujesty’s Government, but after the best examina.
tion of those observations, aided by al} the information
they have obtained ‘from the Foards of Customs and
Excise, they are not enabiled to concur in thie opinion,
that the proposed extensioa of the import trade from
India wotld be preductive of any great incrcase of
saugeliog, and ceftainly not to the extent stated by
the Court of Directors, "~ © 7 )
¥ Tt is conceivedy that the ‘appreliensions entertained
en this account might be obviuted by various regulaa
fions, such as Contimng the trade to those ports wiich
are, or tiay be 30 circumstunced, as to aford scewity,
to the due colection of the vevenuc ; by the limias
tion of. it to vesstls of four hundred tons burihen ; by
attaching the forfeiture of the ship and cargo to the
dr-covery of any illicit articles on board § by an estens
sion of the mamlost act; by reyulations for checking
thz practice of smugsling in theships of the Company ;
as well a3 by other provis.ons, too mingte to he entercd
o at present, but whieh w.il, of course, be atended.
10, 1 discusiing the dutails of the subject, D

- Lwutpersuated it will not escape your observation,’
that from ovious considerations, the Englisa Channel
wast, at all ties, e:peciaily in time of peace, aiford
fatilities and inducemaats for smugsting, which dp not
occur elsewhere to the same extent, onaccount of the
el testine tradie elvenly estiblisted, and the ready
communication with tie cppasite sicre. ‘ _
o But, with respect to the whole of this part of tha
question, it is i possiie to lose sluhe of the deep inters
et which the Government ‘must {.el 11 the prevention
of sunggling.  The interests of the Company are, no .
doubt, involved in it ; but those of the Governunent
are still more concernad: und it cannot be supposed
that tuep would bring forward any proposition which
appeared to them licly to enlanger 8 revenue
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of from three to four millions ; or that, if a defulea,
tion shiould unexpectedly arise, they would not imiuedi-
ately take mewsures for applying a remedy. The
Company luve, therefore, an ample ground of confi-
dence, nuot only in the disposition of Government, bof
-in their effectnal co-operation on those points, on which
the Court of Directors appear to feel the greatesy
anxicty, and on which they urged their strongisg
objections to the propused arrangement. R
* "The several articles which may be imported from the
countries within the limits of the Company’s Charter,
aod which are charged with an ad zalorem duty, aly
though, with the exception of Tea, they bear a very
swall proportion to the whole ¢f the revenue collected
from the trade from India acd China, are nevertheless
of sufficient importance to demand the attention o
Goverament, as the qnestion may affect the interests
of the Fast-India Coinjzny, as well as those of the,
public revenue. S R
With this view, it will be necessary to consider whe.,
ther, with respect to some of them, a rated duty,
might not be substitoted, vnd whether regulations may,
not be made for the scearity.of the doty ad valorem oa
those articles which shall continue to be so charged,:
and which, at the came tine, shall prevent their being .
purchased ata price, likely to operate injuvicusly to
the manufucturers of this counrry, . Y
The justice of the observations, respecting the ada,
ditional number of Eoropeans that would find their way ,
to India in conscquence of the extension of the trade,,
must he admitted to a certain extent ; but it is cbrious,
thut this danger wonll arise from the extension of the,
export trade to India, and would scarcely be lessened
by confining the import trade to the Port of Londen,
Every indisidual, daring his residence in India, would',
of course be subject to the exisung regulations of the ,
locid Gurernments, L ' ‘ .
‘The situation of Lascars, who' are occasionally ema
ploved in the navigation of ships from India to this |
comitry, woull dewand the hmuwase interpesition of -
thie Legnluture; aud there can be no doubt that efuee
H
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tual prowision for their maintenaace while in England,
and for their return to India, will be made. i
~ Having gone through the principal points to which
our recent conferences have related, it may be proper
for me to apprize you, that His Majesty’s Government
are of opinioh, that the establishment of King's troops,
which may be requisive for the preservation of the peace
and security of the British possessions in India, must de-
pend upon’ circumstances that it would be difficult to
anticipate ; but as the financial situation of the Com-
paoy may reunder it neccssary that the numbers to be
maintained at their charge should be limited, therc can
be 1o objection to prepose to Parliament, to specify
that number by legislative enactment.

“{ have thus endeavoured to bring thé sentiments of
His ‘Mujesty’s Government before ybu, ‘with the same
candor that has been evinced in our recent discussions 3
and T can’ venture confidently to assure you, that my
colleagues, as well as myself, are most anxious tg pro-
,mote such an adjustment between the Publig and the
Loaurt of Proprictors, as may be satisfactory to all
parties. ; oy .
;. The expediency of adhering to that system, by
which the Government, of India has been administered
,through the intervention of the, Company, is strongly
Sfelt by His Majesty’s Government ; but 1t must not
_supposed, that there are no limits 1o that expediency,
“ar. that, there are no advantages which might re.ult
from a different coyrse. R L NSy
. .- It 1s far the Court of Proprictors to décide, whethér
their, own interests, s well as those of the numerogs
Jpersons depending vpon them, both at howe :nd
;abroad, can best be preserved by their rejection of, ‘or
Lacquiescepce in, those conditians, upgp which alone,
[onsisteny: with their. public. duty, His Mayesty’s Go-
vernment can submit a propositivn to Purlranicat for
- the renewal of the Churzer. ) ‘

{, .. You, Geptlemen, must, be aware, that from s ap-
1 proaciing expiraticn, provision must be made, withpat
delay, for the tuture government ot India; aud that

. Hie Royal Highogss the Prince Hegens, in hjs speegh
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at the opening ‘of the present session, has called upon

Purliament to make such provision. © - ¢
1 have the honer to be, *

. " Gentlemen, o

_Your most obedient and faithful bumble servant,

{Stgned)  BUCKINGHAMSHIRE.

"The Chairman and Deputy Chairmin ‘
of the Court of Directors. '

B

' ' [T
At

[

b‘.' : : . Nd.X.:. 'i.

detler from the Chairman_and 'Dep;ltj .C)mirnlm;t
" to the Right llonourable the Earlof Buckinghame
.- shire, : : oy
h , Last-India House, 30tk Decmzber‘l&l’g.
“+My Lorp, = - ' oy
""" Wg were honoured, on the 25th instant, with
the Jetter which your Lordship was pleased to address
to us on the preceding day, and have laid it before the
Court of Directors, We are instructed by the Court

to acquaint your Lordship that a General Couart of-

Proprictors of East-India Stock has been summoned,

for the special purpose of taking into consideration the

important subjects treated of in your Lordship’s lettér,
and we shall lose no time in submitting to vour Lord-
ship the result of the deliberations at that meeting, -
In reference to the first paragraph of your Lordship’s
Tetter, in whith the resolution passed by the Court, on
the 18th instant, is stated to have caused some surprise

to His Majesty's Government, as appearing to have for

its object an abrupttermination to all discussion, weare
desired by the Court of Directors respectfully to offer
the following explanation, S

Your Lordship is aware, that at the commencement
of the recent conferences on the subject of the Renewal

of the Company's Charter,” it was agreed between your

Lordship aud the Deputation from the Court, that na

minutes should be taken of what passed in convérsation,

H2
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Accordingly, no particelar comniuuication was made, .
prior to the recempt of your Lovdship's letter of the
24h instant, of the result of these conferences: but
an earnest desire buving been expressed by those Gen-
tlemen in the Direction who arve not Members of the
LCemmittee of Corvespandence, to be informed, whe-
ther the differences. of opinion,. formerly known to
exist, on some important points, betwecu His Majesty’s
Government and the Court, were ina train of reconci-
Liation, and the gencral answer which we thought our-
selves bound in duty to give, not baving tended toafford
them ghe satisfuction they . expected, they decmed it
proper; that tha sense of tha Court, . tespecting the
queation of the outports, should be formally notited to
yaor Lordship, and in consequence the unanimous resos.
Jution of the §8th wastransmitied. | Had the Court per-
ceived that that proceeding admitted of the interpretas.
tign which, bas been put upon it by His Majesty’s Gos
vernment, they would assuredly bave saken pains more:
effectually to guard against so great a misconception of
the real intention, which was no other than to mark
their adbercnee to the opinions they have uniformly en~
tertained .on the disputed question, of extending the
jmport trade from Tndia to the vatports of thiskingdom,
which had formed the principal subject of discussion
betweenthe Members of His Mijesty’s Government and
the Comminee of Correspendence., It,was cerrainly
desirable for the Members of that deputed Comnmittee,
2ud it was thought that it might not be unacceptable to
your Lerdship,, to, know that the sentiments which
they Lad expressed in the course of discussion, were
sanctioned by the pnanimous concurrence of the Dody
by whom they were delegated.  The mode in which
the resolution was adopted was conorniubic 1o the nsage
of the Court of Directors on solemn occasions, name-
- ly,.after a report {rom a Comumittee of the whele Court,
which always requires sizatures, and which, in- tie
presentinstauce, was subscribed by every Director,
.We trusty my Lord, that this explanation of the
‘measure alleded to, will prove satisfuctory to vour
Lorgship and the other members of tis Majesty’s Gos
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wernmem 3 and while we ‘return our sincore’ acknows
Jodzcime nic for te attention with which ear yeoresentds
tions have Levi histened to, 12 the varions interviews
with which we have been honured by vour Lordship and
His Majesty's Ministers who'attended, we hope, -at the
same time, to stand perfoetly acquitted of any desian;
either to- prevent o embarrass a full and deliberate
distussion of the great interests at stake. -
It ¥s a matter of deep covcern to usto i, thar Hig
Majestv's Ministers scem stiil to adhere to the principte
of openiag the outports of the United Kingdom to tue
importation cf commodites from India. - We have
akeady, it our leiters of the 15th and 29:h Anril face,
fully stated the Cangeod that must reselt 1o e Con.
pany, fromn s3 eteat an enldrzement of the privilage iv’
Eastorn counnerce 6 Driti<h merclants, © We prosume
to think our objections to that enlarzement have nct
been: adequately answered 5 and we have to eXpres
the mnccm felt by the Cunn that no commanication
has yet been made to them, -of these represenia<’
tions which first led His Maiesty’s Ministrs to ens’
tertaing and which induce them stilt to adhere to’
the * opimon, that the < puliic - interéest “will” be
best consulted, by not corfining the' [import’ trate’
from tiwe La-.»t-—lndm to the port of London.“ It
woukd occasion arich satisisction o e Court, shound.
soch -4 communication " have the edvct of ob\ fating’
ther objections, even in part, to a Gruwsyre, “whicl
the most imperative considerations alone’ muld have
influeaced them to oppose : and were it unfortarately-
to fail in producing s etfect, it is neverticiess desrde
bley that the Court of Directors shall have an opruries
-nity of reviewing the question with &l tha intoli gen e
that can be brou: rht tobear upon it. Your Lorushin .’.m »
iudeed, been pk.‘ud tofavor uswith a brict summary of
some of the arzuments used by the merchanis on this
subJL‘(,t,--ar«unwnb we must own, not in the least con- !
VICINT to Us: und we assure ourselves, that inadveita]
g W thew, vour Lordship dous not mean that the
Comy: sany should be concluded, or their fite dricra!
_mucd, by what thoet who vppuse tieir intarests choves-
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toadvance ; although their representations appear to
have so far influcnced His Majesty’s Ministers, as to
fead them to think, that the merchants ¢ have a claim
“ to as mach liberty of trade asihey can enjoy, with-
“¢ out injury to other important national interests.” In
those interests, we may presume, are comprehended
beth the consideration of the public revenue, and the
" paintenance of the EastIndia Company.  But wha
thatextent of trude is, * wiich can be granted with
sufety to those iuterests,” is still a question undeter-
mined. We confess that the regalutions contemplated
by His Majesty’s Ministers, so far as your Lordship
-has been pleased to explain them to us,.appear by no
‘means calculated to remove our fears, The compa
vatve interest which the Public and the Company have
inpreventing the smaggling of Tea, wus described in
our letter of the 29th April; and thougli it be true, as
your Lordship observes, that the stake of the Public
in this concern is numerically greater than that of the
Company, yet the importance of the Company's infe-
Tior stake 15, to them, infinitely greater, than would
-be to the Public the importance of the loss the revenue
might sustain ; because, 2s matters now stund, the
Company have no certain dependance but the China
trade, for resources essential to their subsistence. We
do not the least question, that His Majesty’s Ministers
would be thoroughly disposed to frame additional regu~
Jations to prevent smuggling Tea, should those now in
:contemplation be tried, and be found insufficient. But
besides that we estremely distrust the practicability of
smuggling to a larze extent, where the temptations
‘woulif be so ereat, we must entreat your Lordsh’p and
His Majesty’s Ministers seriously to consider, what
‘would be the situation of the Company, if they ob«
itaiaed a charter upon no better terms than those now
-proposed, and upon trial it should be found that their
«commercial incowe failed, and that their dividend should
‘be unprovided for or lowered :—their stock would im=
‘mcdiately fall ; their credit would be diminished ; the
‘carrency of their atfairs, in their paymeuts particular
ly, would be impeded ; general aisrm and dissatisfac-
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tion in all partics connected with *this great  establishe
ment woutd be felt: and there would be a necessity
for going to Purliament again, when evily great, per
heps irretrievable, would. have, been experienced.- It
istlie duty of the Esecetive Body of the Company to
carry thewr views forward to such contingencies, and to

seck provision against them : and we must beg Jeaveto '

add, that whatever rights the merchants: may claim,
or the nation he pleased to bestow on thew, it canaot he
equitable to make concessions to them: which should
destroy the Company, who acquired the Indian, emw
pire, and who are as much the owners. of. the  chigf
seats of European trade in that empire, 3s they are of
their freeholds in London. - .o -+ L e
. ' With.respecs to the resort of Europeans to- India,. if
we do not misunderstand the scope -of your Lordship’s
cbservation, it .seems to imply, .that their. numbers
might be in - proportien to :the export trade {rom this
country. If, indeed, they were to be rcgulated by this
scale, our apprehensions would be the, less ;. but. we
have no diihiculty in acknonledging, that in addition
toall our other arguments against admitting jmporta~
tons to the outpores, we think that the granting:of
this privilege would: tncrease the spirit of yash speci-
lation from Great: Britain and Ireland, and -thereby
the number of adventurers in search of fovtune in Law

’

din; for itis ta be remembered, that these adventurers -

-would naturally seek for new establishments, even out
of the Company’s territories, and there endeayour to
acquire real property, e

But, my Lord, this is only one of many points
‘which require par:iculus regulations 3 and,. at the stage
et which we are pow. arrived in the negociution,. we
-tannot but state to your Lordship, the anxious wish. of
the Court ta be made acquainted with the whole plan
which His Majosty’s Government may havé it in conm

tewplation 1 rccommend ta Parliament for 8 Rengwal

of the Last-lndia Company’s Charter i including such
“amaudments in the system of the Company’s territorial
government sud  adiniustration, a5 past cxperience
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. may have iodicated ; the regulations deemed necessary
for promoting the discipline and. edticiency of the {ne

~ diap Army ; the amount of force which His Mujesty
may be empowered to maintain in India at the expense
of the Company; and the provisions that may be
thought requisite’ for setiling the relative powers of
the Board of Commissioners und the Court of Direc.
tors. - Though these topics were specifically mentioned
in the lettevs from Lord Melville 1o the Clairs, of the
30th September 1308 ‘and the 2ist March 1812, the
Court are still, in great measure, uniformed of the
srrangements, in regard to them, which His Majesty’s
Government may have in"‘view to propose.  And we
entreat, also, that your Lordstip will enable us to lay
before the Comt of Directors, and ultimately the Pro«
prietors, in any shape that you may judrre {it, the jnfora
mation, addivonal to that of the werchants already
solicited, on which the determination of His Majeaty’s
Ministers rests, as to the extension of the trude to the
outports, and their intentions upon the other parts of
the arrangement to which we have now aiverted,

The requests we now make appear to us the more
reasonable, from the weighty intimation conveyed in
the concluding part of your Lordship’s Jeter. Je
brings into view (to repeat an expression vsed in our
Jetter of the 15th April), ¢ questions of the last impor-
“ tance 1o the safety of the Briish Empire in Imita,
< ond of the British Constitution at Home” Tlis 18
asolemn subject for the Country, as well us the Com-
pany. If, indeed, it should ever come under actual
discussion, we have that confidence in the equity and
wisdom of the Nation, thut notwithstanding all pres
sent clamours, they wiil wish to0 do the Counpany jus-
tice, and to guard all the other great interests which
must come ioto question, But prepared as we shall be, if
forced into this situation, to maintain the rights und
claims of eur Constituents, we must yet express oue
hope, that the Company will not be reduced to the
hard ‘alternative, of thus having to contend for all
thias is -dear to them, or 19 aucept  Charter on terms
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~which will-hot enable them to execute the part hlther-
o assigned to them itt the Indian systems.

We tiave the honout to be,
My Lord,
Your Lordship's inost obedient humble Servants,
(Signed) - Hveu Ixoris,
' Rosert THORYTON.

The Right Honorabie the Earl of
But.mmlmmhm, &e. &e. &e,

No. XI.

Letter from the Rizht Honorable the FEayl of B!
ngihamshire to the Chairman and Deputy Chasnnn
noiiced i the preceding Minute,

India Board, 4th January, 1313,
CLENTLLMEN, ‘

I had the honor to receive your Letter of the

30th ultmo, and proceenl to convey to you the senti-

ments of His Majesty’s Government, as far as it woald

wem advisable, under present circumstances, to con~
tinue the d;scumpn.

With respect to your observation, that the repro-
sentations which induced is Majesty’s Government to
form their eploions npon the subject of the extensioh
of the Jmport ‘I'rade, have been withheld from the
Caurt of Directors, and that your objections to thd:
extensicn have not been * adequately answered,” "ol
st ailow me to avail myself of this occasion to apprize
you, thit althouuh His Majesty's Governuent have
Hirwna ntrtmgd»pasmon to enter into the most frank
ud enreserved oxplanations with the Conrt of Direc-
tors, they bave not felr Uit was within the rauge ol
their duty.to engare in a contrdersy upau the pu nts
wtimue, That duty has been »uﬁnwmlv dischurned,
mstating, forahe mfonnatum’of the Conrt of Pm]:m.
tors, the couditions npon which they were prepared o

1
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subniit a proposition to Parliament for the yenewal of
the Clarter, accompanied by such reasons as are con-
veyed in the communications they Lave authorized me
to make. '

« 1 can, however, have no difficulty in acquainting
you, that the claims of the Merchants conneeted with
the outports have not been brought before Government
by writter documents ; that they have becn urged and
discassed at personal couferences with individuuls, in-
tevested 1n their success ; and that you have already
been informed of the grounds upon which they were
supported; but that it does not uppear to His Majes-
ty’s Government, that you can be warranted in ex-
pecting that they should zive a more particular account

- of the arguments adduced at those conferences.

I may add, however, that as the murchants and

manufacturers connected with the outports, considers
g themselves entitled, at the expiration of the Char-
ter of the East-India Company, to carry on that trade,
fiomt which they had been excluded for a limited ume,
had entered intoa statement of their case, by petiti-
ons presented to Parliament in the course of the last
acesion, you may obtain from those records that further
juformation which y. & appeur desirous to possess.
o+ With regard to those points to which you lave
alluded, as requiving particulur regulation, the M-
nisteis of His Royal Highness the Prince Revent
baving sigaificd to you, that consistently with their
sense of public duty, they cun subinit noarrangement
to Parliawent, that dess not include wn extension of
the import trade, aud the Court of Directors having,
with a knowledge of their epinions npon that poiut,
by their resolution of the 151h ulimo, deciined ta res
commend to the Court of Proprictors to arr:c to such
an estension, it would seem premature to enter into
detaals, until that question suall huve been finally des
termined. -
. You are appris®l of the disposition of ITis Ma.
Jesty’s Government to adbere to the prosent sysicm
of administration in India, and §am not aware that, i/
circumstanes should adwnit of s contiguance, i
Ce i
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would be necessary to proposg any: material alteration
in the existing provisions. for. carrying it into exccu--
tion, except. iuch as mmy arise hom ‘the: opemnnr of'
the trade, ot
The confidence you express in the wisdom and j 1119-
tice of Pacliament. willy Iram persuaded, not be dis-
appoioted ; nor is it to_ be supposed that in the conr.
sideration of this groat- queauon (to use your own,
words) ¢ the safety :of the; British Empnre in India
£¢ and the Bsitish Coustitution at Home will_be overw
lookcd either by the Legislature ot Lhe Ministers of!
utheCrown... 5o RPN I G R AR
If the Government of Iudxa caanot be carried on
with salety to the Constitution, escept through the in-
tervention of the Company,. the propositions; of the
Court of Directors, “hatever they may be, . st une
conditionally be admitted. -~ .oy NEETE
e wilk be for ]’a-hament to detcrmine, . whether the,
Nation i i3, 1a this respect, without an alternativey or,
whether, if a change of system should be rendered
necessary by the decisions of the East-India Company,
measures miglht not be taken, for opening the trade;
and at the same time providing such an administration.
of the Goverminent of India, as might be found coms
patible with the interests und s\.cuuty ot the Brm»h
Constitution. .~ -+ : o Ll
“)Lnelhu honor to bt‘, P e

" Gentlrmen,

Your obedient and faithful humble S°x‘vant, . ;
(Signed) . ' . BUCKIRGHAMSHIRE. »f

The Chaivman and Deputy Chdn‘m.m ‘ . |
[ gt Sl

of the East-India Compam. s

ORI

. AN
— L

No Xl
Litract of a Lelter from Lord Mcluille to t/ae C/mn-
man, doted 2d April, 1800, :

In the first place, 1 set out \\'!thdu:.J.1|m|n~,

Leing a party’ to thuse” opinions, which rest upon any
l , .

.
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general attack of the monopely of the East-India Come
pany, either as to the government or commerce of In-
dia. My sentiments, in that respect, remain exactly
the same as they were when I moved the renewal of the
Charter, in 17935 and, if any thing, Tam still more
confirmed in the privciples I brovght forward at that
time, That adirect interfercnce by Government in
the affuirs of India is necessary for ‘their stability and
uniformity; T am more and mere convinced ; but that
the ostensible form of government, with all its con-
sequent extent and detail of patronage, must remain
as it now is, I an persuaded will never be called in
question by any, but these who may be disposed to sa-
crifice the freedom and security of our Constitution, to
their own personal agorandizement and' ill-dirccted
ambition ; T remain equally satishied, as to the pro-
pricty of continuing a manopoly of the trade tn the
hands'of the Eust-India Company. Those who main-
tain the reverse, appear to me to be misled by general
theories, without attending to the peculiar circumstances
of thetrade they are treating of. . Viewing it, EVEN
a5 a nere COMMERCIAL question, 1 believe his propo-
sition to be a sound ‘one; and if the trade were laid
‘open, the supposed advantages thenee arising are, AT
BEST, very problematical, and would certainly be very
precarious and short-lived. It is, however, totaliy to
forget the question, to treat 1t as a mere cemwerciul
-one. . ‘The sanie principles which prove the necessity of
-the present form and mode of Indiun governuerr,
evinee the necessity of the monopaly of trade. The
Government and the trade are interwoven togethr,
and we bave only to recur to a very recent expericuce,
to learn the immense advantages which buve flowad
from thut conncction of Government and trade, By
_the commercinl capital of the Company at howme, act.
-ing in connection with the public revenues under their
administration abroad, they ve mutually aided and
administercd to the wants of each other, and the rosnie
Dhas been, the fortunate schievemert of taose bt
events, unon the success of which depended the cxs
istenceof the Government, the territorial wealih, wod
the uado of laviu
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Metract 57 o Lo from: Fowid MA: 0. 8hn - Chgir
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" T am yreparedaplivitly to declace, that akhoygh
e fivst fb‘a’:mm bf»?n‘"ﬂsr;lddia Company proceeded
“#pon purely conmerdiil considefatiops,- the tagnividp
'aﬁ importince to which the! Rast-India Comhpan; has
fogressicely advanced; s.bow so intirwovesd with the
Eﬁﬁcal interests of the Empive, as togréate updn ofy -
pind'a firey conviction, that:themaimehanee. of: the
" thohopoly of the East.indig Company '{s EvEN Mogx
W PORTANT 7O THE POLITICAL INTRRESTS «f the
Sate, -than it toithe LoMMERCIAL INTERESTS of

He'Compapgy ! v v ot
S P II

r— TN
! LA S T R T S
0 RS , b NO- -x[m, o v, L’.‘; .
Ay LT AR ST

Livd Castlereadl's Opinion’ espressed in the Debute in
'svahe House ‘of. Covimens on the -Easi-India Budget,
*55482h July 1806, N _ r
"2 It seemed, However, unjust to déscribe the Com-
pally's commerce as carvied -on at a losa. To what
‘,prbcige extent' it might be profitable, after providiag
dlieral dividend to the proprietors, might be 3 matper
‘of 'more difficale caleulution, and must, like ail com-
Anércial reshs, be in its nature finctuating ; bot,dn
,;fcgsonmﬁ upon tiis branch of the Compuny’s aflauy,
the worthy alderman (Mr. ‘Prinsep) mwst eitanijsh se.
“vgral Bre]‘tm_iuary “fauts, before he can expeet €0 per.
sfade Parliament that the commercial existemce of the
Company is to he eonsidered merel§ on ‘grounds, bf
Biergantile profit. He must-be prepured to shew tha
_i*idi\'iduuls would be‘as likely tocarry on stadily the .
commerce of India, umder a\l the Auctoations to whigh
such a teade istiuble, 'whav the vetgaings ure . goeat,
and the retusns digtant, a%.°s “yreet tading uor-
wation.  Me nust be prijered o dishol the:'ap.
prehensions which” must be-entertained with respeduizo
the injurious influence on the- prosperity of India,
" which may be the consequence of an nimealv and ua.
equal demand for their prodweyy befude B can £xpect
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to satisfy Parliament that an intercourse, perfectly ums
restrained, is preferable to that qualified intercourse,

artly free and partly restricted, which now prevails,

f be assymes, that individuals by using an inferior
description of tonnage, ¢onld carry on the trude at
less expense, and consequently at greater protit, he
st be prepared to shew, that this is not merely by
throwing the difference of the expense on the pablic,
by rendering numerous and expeusive convoys requi-
site to protect their feeble vesselsin time of war, whilst
the Company’s ships, with a comparatively shglit aid
from-our navy, are competent. to protect each other,
and to sct the enemy’s ships of war, even when in
considerable force, atdefiance. e must be prepared
to shew, that such an establishment -as that of the
Company, could be kept-up without the protection- of
a qualified monopoly 3 or that such a system is in 1t
self unnecessary to the political existence of the Com.
pany, and the management of farge territorial revenucs,
whey both in peace and in war funds must be tranferred
through the medium of comuwerce from India to Eu-
rope and from Europe to India. He must alsu shew,
Defore he can establish that the interest of the manu-
facturer at home is interested in such a change, that
individual speculators would be disposed -to seud “out”
British manufactures, even at sowe loss, as the Con-
pany have frequently done, ‘or that there is any other
Himit to the amount” of this deseription of Export, on
the part of the Company, than the utmost quantity the-
Indian market can take off, which they have not hi
therto been able, with their most strenuous efforts and
some sacrifices, to carvy beyond™ 2,000,000 a year.
These, and many other important doubts must be
salved, before any satisfactory or sound cqnchmqn
can be. come to, on the preur practical question (Pris
vate Trade), to which tue worthy wlderman, some-
what out of time, had heen solicitous to point the ut-
tenticn of the Committee.
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No. XIV.

A4 a General Court of the United Company of Mer-
chants' of Englond Trading to the Eust-Indics, held
on Tuesday, the 5th May, 1812 : CT
Resclved unanimously, That this. Court has learnt .

with deep concern and surprize,- that His Mujesty’s’

Ministers bave been induced 10 change-the view they’

first entertained of the. propriety of confining to the

Port of London the returns of the trade: to India,. now'

‘to be permitted to all British subjects. - That the mea-!

sure of opening the Qutports to vesseis of -ull descrip.’

tions from Jucia, comprehending -in that term the:

Eastern  Islands, appears o this -Court to be fraught'

with ecnsequences ruinous to the Company, "and all the’

long train of interests connected with it 5 by removing®
from the port of London the greater part of the Indian’
trade, which it Las-bitherto enjoyed 3 by rendering:
useless many of the expensive establishments formed!
there for the merchandize and shipping of that trade,’
and throwing vut of bread wany thousands of persons’
who now derive constant employwent from it ; by de-*
ranging the practice and frastrating the end of stated!
pullic sales, which-are useful and important, both: to’
the Country und the Company, who are nccessarily’
sestricted to this practice ; but, above ail, by aflord -
ing facilities for the smoggling of teas into the ports and |
larbours of Englund, Scotland, and Ireland, . to anex<!
teut vol mitcd, and as this Court apprebead, uncon-!
trouluble.  Tlut the consequencesgf this wast be; the’
destrnction of tie Company’s China trade, their best®
source ¢f eommerctal profit; the failure of theiy - dis-

vidend ; tlie depreciation of their stoch ; and, unless a:

{und 1s provided from some other sovece fur the paya-

“ment of the dividend, inubility on their part (o-cons
tinue to paform the functions assiyned to them in the

Govvisaent of Biitish India,  "Lhat if the consutution *

by wincli the Indian Empire is now wdmivistered stould *

thus be subverted, the excellent system of civil und

militury service formed under the Cdmpam’, and maina
tainall: only by sucha bedy, will be broken down;
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the tranquillity and happiness cf the vast population
which that empire contains, the interests of this coans
try in Ada, and its constitution at how, wiil be 1ne
minently endengered,

+ Tlat the professed object for which the proposed
changes are to be made, and such immense sacrifices
hazavded, namely, the lncrease of the commerce of
this kingdom, cannot be in ariy great degree attained,
there being no practicability of extending materiaily
the use of our manniuctures amoag tae Indian people,
tie tonnage allotted by the Compary, or ailordeld by~
Jndian shaps inahe wanagement of individuals, for such
exports, not having beew fully oceupicd.  Neithor dees
it appear pactie. ble Taveely to angment the inportas
tation of pofitabic commoditics trom thenee ; of all
whichthe exataple of the American tradero the Fast 13
a orealy, British Manufactures, witeh they could casily
have procured, wakipg no patt of it, nor theirvehinns
exbibiiting any new aricles of importance, "Fhat theres
tore tie trade now exjoyed by the Company and in.
dividnals wiil be the only cenain tride ta which new
adycoturcrs can buve recaurse,  Andtisis will he noad.
dition to the commerce of tae Country, but only a
tratsfor from one set of hands to anather 150 that, bl
estabishuents will be subverted, without substituting
any thing equaily good in theit place ; and, to all ap.
Tratance, with ereat detrimentto tie naton, parti¢
cularly in the delideation of o Targe part of the duties
now colleeted on tea, to the ainennt of four oullions
sweiling por anpum ;. forail which delulcation, whether,
éue, ¢ two, or three hutlliois, new teses must be kud
oa the people. T

That the canse of the Company has been deeply in-
Joved by prdiudive, ignorance, erroucous assmoptions,
and of lute by extensve combinations, and by unfuir
representation, cenvas, and timidation s in all which
the werits and rights of the Cewany, the political ju-
terests of British jucdia, andof this country us connects
ed with them, have been eit out of sight, and the
single object of the extenzion of copmicrce, an object
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Yoo only of speculation, in opposition to past esperi-
“ence, 1s the governing principle.

This Court however vonfidently hope, that Parlia.
ment will not decide the fate of the Company, on the
representations and demands of private interests, but
on just and comprchcnciv:t'icws of national nolicy 3
and the Court must 7 elieve that His Majesty’s
Ministers are too enliglitened and equitable, finally to
adopt any measure calcolated to destroy the commer-
cial protits of the Company, and thereby to disable
them from performing their political functions, This
Court therefore entirely approving, both of the firm-
ness which their Divectors have'shewn in maintaining
the interests of the Company, and of the manner in
which they have, in the papers now produced by them,
defended those interests, doth recommend it to them,
to persevere in the negociation with His Majesty’s
Ministers upon the same principles; assured of the
determination of this Court to support them to the
ntmost, in maintaining the' permanence of the Com-
pany and the national interests which are involved in
their stability. . - .

* Resolved unanimously, That the thanks of this Court
be given to Randle Jackson, Esq. for his very Jumi-
nous and excellent speech this day ; for the great zeal,
ability and industry he has on various occasions, and
particalarly on this, displayed for the honor and advan~
tage of this Company. - :
Resolved unanonously, That the warmest thanks of
this General Court be offered to the Chairman, Deputy
Chairman, and Court of Directors of this Company,
* for their very able conduct in the negociation with Go-
vernment for the renewal of the Charter 5 alike evincing
the most luminous ideas of the best interests of this
Company, and their most honorable conduct in the
management of so important a concern,

-The Court then on the question adjourned,

4

THE END.
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