SHTRCDCTION 7O THE
P_EISHWA’S‘ DIARIES.

:ﬂ'gh:_‘ l - u‘ :

 During the past two ot three years, most of my lelsure
time has been devoted to the perusal of the ‘Selections from the-
Peishwa’s Diaries, commencing with the aceession of Raja Shahn,
and ending with the close of the reign of Bajirao II, These Selec-
Lions have been prepared by RaoBahadur W4d from the original
Marathi record, and they make up in all about 20000 folio
pages, including the Fnglish summary prepared in the Daftar
office, The Selections cover a period of over a hundred years
(1708 to 1816-17 ) and they farnish most valuable materials for
. consteucting & true history of the people of Maharashtra daring
the most eventful period of their anasls, OQur erdinary Bakhars,
and the works written by Inglish bistoriaus like Grant Daff,
content themselves chiefly with the narration of politiesl
events, and throw little or mo light upon the condition of the
peopie, how they lived aund thrived, the pleasures which amused’
them, their superstitions and their beliefs, their morals, their
mannerd and their customs, These histories do not also give a
clear acconnt of the way in which the work of Government wag
carried on under native ruleshow the Iand revenue was assessed
and collected, how the forts were ' guarded, how the Spyep
Revenues (consisting of Mohturfa, Abkeri, Salt, Costoms, and
tributes &c.) were administered, how the armies were raised and
paid for, how the navy was manned, how the Btate borrowed its
public debt, how civil and criminal justice was dispensed, how
the departments of police, post, mint, prisons, charities, pensions,
public works, medical relief, and sanitation were regulated
pad controlledy bow trede aod commercy Wey gucouraged
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onl learning fostered, To meny, it will be & matter of no
little snrprise to find that only a ‘hundred years ago all
these varied activities engrossed the attention of the native rulers,
and they grappled with all the problems of Government, toa large
extent successfully, They even went, as some might suy, ont of
{heir way, in nndertaking reforme of social economy with a courage
which is thought in these days by some to beoutside the functions
of the State, In all these respects, these State Diaries, kept by
responsible officers in the Peishwa's Daftar, are simply iuvalnable,
snd, though they hove their own defects, in the absence of better
materials, they shed & flood of light upon the real movements
and the hopes and fears, the strength and weakness of the people
forovera century, and for purposes of instruction and guidunce,
they far outweigh in value the narratives of wars aud couquests,
dynastio changes, and revolatlons, which take up so much space
fn our ordinary histories,

1t is proposed in this paper to introduce this vast record to
the attentive student of Maratha history, and with & view to give
poiat to the lessons which it suggests, an attempt will be made
£o eet forth the contrast between the canses, which helped the
~ Maratha Confederacy in the first half of the last century to
spreed its rnle and influence over the whole of Indis aud pre
vail over every country power, Musalwan or Hindu, Sikh or Jut,
Robilla or Rajpoot, Kathis or Gujars, the Portuguess, the Nizm
and Hyder in the Telangona and Dravid conntries, sud the circums
stances which led, in the lutter lialf, to the gradual dismembere
ment of that power, The dividing line which scparates the two
periods cofncides with the transfer of sovereign power from the
descendants of 8hivaji snd Shahu to the hands of the Drahwin
Peishiwas, when, on the death of Shahu, the Maratha capital we
removed from Batara to Poona, The deed executed by Roja
Shaha empowered tho Peishwa to manage the whole government
of the Empire on the condition of perpetuating;the Raja's nawe,
sud keeping up thedignity of thehouse; and thisdeed was ratified,
Inter on, by Sbahu's euccessor Raw Rajs, when he agreed fo
Jougunce ol power on goudiion of o sl tact mewr
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Hatara heing aselgned.to hls own mesagement, Tha' battle of
Panipat, which closed the floorl-tide of Maratha conqnest, may’
be regarded as & serviceable historical ‘bonndary-mark for this
period, The next 60 years bring out, one by one, the weak
points in the character of the rulers and of the natidn generally,
and show how the fall was hastened long before the English
‘conquest of the conntry in 1817, This contrast will illustrate Low
the later Peishwas® policy departed from the principles laid down
‘by'Shivaji and pursned with more or less-fidelity by Rajaram
'?ﬁnd Shahn, and-how their neglect of the true policy and their
gretin fo the old Brahminic ideals of exclusiveness ond,
Adivision sowed the seeds of decay, which nltimately hastened
+the downfall of the Confederacy, = - : :

The changes in the constitntion of the Government under

Maratha role necessarily demand our first attene
Conatitution, tion, In my paper on *Bhivaji aea Civil raley’
read before the Asiatic Society, I have deseribed

ot some length the principal features of the constitution of the
Raj-Mandala, or the Council of the State,consisting of the eight
chief ministers, including both civil and military functionaries,
{ Inthe final orrangements adopted by Shivaji, there were two
Barnobats, or militaty members, one the Commander-in-chief of
the Cavalry and the other of the Infantry.. The Peishwa was the
Prime Minister and sxecntive hefd of the Council, The Pant
Amatya had the charge of the revenneand accourt departments;
the Pant Sachiva or Soornis had the charge of all correspondence
and record, and the Dabir or Sumant was minister in charge of
foreign affairs, ) Another minister, the Mantri, was in charge of
the house-hold, andthere were two purely eivil functionaries, the
Nyayadhisha, and  Nyayashastei or  Panditrno, who represented
the judiciol and ecclesinstical dopartments, None of these offices
were hereditary, and there were frequent transfers from ona
office to another."The Peishwa’s office, for instance, had been held
by four different tamilios before it became hereditary in-Balujl
Vishvanath's line, after neatly o hondred years from its first
- ereation, The offices of the Pratinidhi and the Bachiva and the
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Mantrl, beoame hereditary after pussing throngh thres differes,
fumilies,) The office of Commander-in-Chief became hereditary
the Dabhade family after it had been held by seven or ei: |
chiefs, inolnding Pulkar, Gojar,. Mohite, Glorpade, Jadb,
and  other leaders. The same remark bolds good of the ofi;
wminor ministers, [In the official order of precedence,
Peishwa was s smaller functionary than the Pant Pratinidl.
whose  office woa created by Rajaram ot Jinji, and Pralha!
Niraji was made the vice-gerent of the Raja, The fixed salary o
the Pratinidhi was 15000 Hons, while for the Peishwa the|
salary was fixed at 13000 Hons, The Montri, Sachiva, aud Senss)
pati had 10,000 each, and the Nyayadhisho had 1000 Hous only,’,
The old: Pant Amatya went over to Kolhepur, and the Sutura
Amatya or Rajadnya occupied a comparatively subordinate plnce.f
-All these officers had Saranjams besides, and special estallish -
ments, On the permanent establishments of these great departs’
ments, there were eight sets of officers,named Diwan, Mujnmdar,
Fadnis, Subnis, Karkhannis, Chitnis, Jamdar,and Potnis, DBy
extending the principle of this subordination, cartain officers, called
Darakdar, Diwan, Fadunis, Mnojumdar, &o. were attached to every
District and every large military command, These subordinate
officers wero chosen by the contral suthority, and the commanders
wera required to have the work dons by the hands of thess
wen, whom they could not°'remove, aud who prepared and
submitted the final accounts to the central aughority, The
division of work was so arranged that the officers served o3
checks on one another, nnd this featurs of inter-depondence
and mutual coutrol was reprodnced in the arrangements sbout the
garrisons of forts, the Subha Armar or the naval establishmeat, and
all the great offices connected with Customs. In the caso of
the forts, the three principal oficers were selected from thres
different castes, the Havildar or the head being s Maratha, the
Bubnis being & Brahmin, and the Karkhaunis o Parbhu. It was
this constitution which kept up the Maratha power throushout
the troubled times which followed Shivaji's deutl, Thongh Luja
Sawbhoji did not pay much attention to theio iaternal arangis
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ents, Rajatam followed hls father's' tradittony falthfally, ‘and
bet up his Ashtapradhan -Oouncil evén at Jinfl, Shsha on hid
fecession to the throne, changed the Councillors, - but retained
“the Conncil.: { Though each Uouncillor had his separatd
department, he was also a Military Commander, ezcept in
. the case of the Nyayadhisha and Panditrao, snd as in Shivaji's
time, so under Shahu, the Pratinidhi and the Sachiva, the Mantrd
and the Amatya, assisted the State .in its wars, as-much as the
Benapati and the Peishwa themselves The Councilis frequently
mentioned os holding Majlasi of meetings for purposes of
consultation, adopting measures of State - policy; - dispensing
justice, and maintaining the dignity of the State, both &t home
and ahroad, The great (lonneil meeting, Where Bajirao advocated
the forward policy of marching np to Delhi; and was opposed by
the Pratinidhi, is & matter of history, On Shahu's death, a change
for the worse took - place, The predominance acquired by the
Peishwas, by renson of the great services rendered by them, ne. .
cessarily tended to diminish the importance of the other members
-of the Council, When the seat of power was removed from Satara
to Poons, these offices became hereditary, bat theit holders censed
to be of mach importance in thé councils of the State, The
two successors of Bhahu werenot personally fitted to wield the
suthority exercised in their name by the Peishwas) Thongh they
were hononred as titnlar hends of the Stale, their movements
~ were kept nnder strict-control, In fact, after the failare of
Damaji Gaikwad’s attempt to undo the grants of the sanads trangs
ferring the power to the Peishwa, a8 noted -above, the Raja was
kept & prisoner in the fort of Satara, and an establishment cf
aboat Rs, 80,000 & year wasattached to his Conet, 1t was not till
the elder Madhaorao Peishwa showed more liberality towards the
Rajo that he could claim & garden for his pleasare-honse, and
sttendants, musicians, and singers were attached to his
Cowt, and o decent provision was made for his noar relatives
by Nana Fadnavis, In the natare of things, there} was, howevery
‘bothing to prevent the continuance of- the old arrangement
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b dsoclating the preat Military and Otell Commanders
fn the Councils of the State, but the Peishwas apparently
gontented themselves with ignoring the usefuluess of the
Roj-Mondal, and eubstituting in its place the snbordinate
purely civil officials, Fadnis, Mojumdar, and others, who,
under the old arrangements, were attached to departments, and
holped the ministers or district commanders, Ot the Darakdars, only
two, Fadnis and Mujumdar, appear to have been rotained by the
Brahmin Government atPoons, and the rest, the Dewan,Kurkhannis
Potnis and Jamdar, seem to have been dropped, and the Peishwa's
Padnis saperseded bis superior the Mojumdar, and became
virtually what Pant Pratinidhi was uader Shahn’s rale, This dimunie
tion of the power of the Raj-Mandal, while it helped tostrengthen
theascendency of the Peishwas overthe whole kingdor, natucatly
led,in course of time, to the alienation of the great Commanders who
had helped in Shahu’s reign to extend the power of the Marathas
over Ginjarath, Malwa, Bundelkhand, Rajputana, Delhi, Bengal,
Orisss and Nagpur, ThePeishwa's ownmodel served as an example
to the several commanders who established themselves in power at
Baroda,Indore,Gwa]ior,Dlmr,Nugpur,nnd other places,The common
.~ bond of unjon which, in Shahu's time, held all the chiefs together,
ceased to be operative, and in its place, eacl great commander,
like the Peishwa,strove to be chiefmastor in his territories,snl ouly
helped the common canse on occasions of great emergencies, Even
thePeishwa's favonrite commanders,Scindia, Holkar,and thePowars,
followed the traditions of independence; which the Gaikwads,
the Dabhiades, and the Bhosles of Nagpar, who claimed to hold
thelr possessions nnder Shahu's Sanads, had began to cherish,
83 the eqnals of the Peishwas, in their own dominions, The later
additions of Brahmin Sardars represented by the Patwardhans,
the Fadkes and the Rastosin the Sonth, tle Vinchurkars aud
the Raje Bahadars, the Bundeles, the Purandarcs and the
Bbuskutes in the North of the Deccan, natarally followed the
game example, and by the time the first period ends with the
battle of Paniput, where the whole nation was represeuted by ity
leaders, small and great, the Lond of muion became virtually



dissolved ; and thongh they joined together, on great oceasionsy
puch s at Kharda, and in the wars .with the English, Hyder, '
and Tippn, the oldsolidarity of interest became a thing of the past.
The covstitution, which had served snch great purposes under
Bhivaji, Rajaram and Shahu, in holding the nation together for &
“hondred years; gave place to a mere govérnment by single chiefs,
aasisted by subordinates instead of eqnals, and natarally failed to
evoke that spirit of patriotic co.operation which had achieved
such wonderful results, 1In the forty years of rule emjoyed by
Shaha, he was not merely & titular head .of the Maratha Gove
. ernment § but he directed all operations, ordered -and  recalled
Commanders, nnd he exercised & great controlling power on the
chiefs,thongh heled no armies in thé field, It was due to his efforts
that Gojarath was divided between the Peishwa and the Dabhades
or Gaikwads in equal halves after the battle of Dabhoi, When
Balaji Bajirao wanted to iuvade Beogal, Raghoji Bhosale
protested ot BSatars, ond Shahu was ‘strong enough to
enforce moderation even over the towering ambition of
Boleji, and forced him to leave the IEastern provinces
“of India free for the developmeut of the Bhosales power,
Bajirao was"only a general under Shahu, and the Pratinidhis,-
‘Bhosles, Nimbalkars, Dabhades, Gaikwads, Kndam Bandes,
Angres, Ghorpades, all respected  his orderss  When
Shahu's great authority wes withdrawn, this restraint.was
removed, and though the Peishwas succeeded in establishing their
authority both over Jaoji Bhosale and Dameji Gaikwad, their
submission was made reluctantly; and when the Peishwas thems
sclves lost the advantage enjoyed by the flrst fonr members of
the family, and minoritié3 and internal dissensions comnienced ab
Poons, neither the Gaikwads nor the Bhosales would congern
themgelves with the common weal, avd thoagh Scindig
‘and Holkar, the Patwardhaus, and the other chiefs showed
mote fidslity fora longer period, the balance of power was '
destroyed, and even Nana Fadnavis's genius could not compel
$hese chlets to subordinate their private interests to the general

good, and they began fo strengthen thomselvey by formipg.
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treaties of peacewith foreign powers. NanaFaidnavis indeed tried to
correct the mistake by setting up the Satara Raja'’s power after
Sawai Madhaorao’s death, but he found that this was impracticable,
2§ the dismemberment had proceeded too far, If the Peishwas
had continted true to the ancient Rij-Mandal, while snbstituting
themeelves as the deputies of the hereditary Rajas, Liad maintained
the old constitetion intact, and had not tried torule the Empire by
& machinery of subordinates, originally intended by Shivaji for
perticalar offices audcommands, there was no reason why the great
prrposes served by the Raj-Mandal under Shivaji, Rajaram, and
Shahu, might not have been falfilled with eyual success in the
tines of their Brahmin ministers. This scems to be the principal
point of departure between the old traditions and the new order of
things established in their place at Poous, aud it was a departnre
attended with disastrous effects, The change meant the conversion
of the organic whole intoan inorganic mass, sud it reproduced
ihe old Mahomedan methods of single rale, against which Shivaji
had successtully stiuggled when he organized the RajMandul,

One other general feature, which distinguishes the firet

- period under Shivaji aud Slahu from the peried

Casts .which followed the establishment of the I'eishwa's
asccndency, power at Poons, relutes to the fact that while
most of the great llilitary Commanders i the -

eatlicr period were Marathas, with the notable exception of the
Peishwas themsclevs, the men who rose to distinetion in the latter
half of the centary were, for the most part} Brabwmins, In the wars
of Independence, Dhanaji Jadbav and Sautaji Ghorjade made
their mork as leaders, and the Nimbalkars, the Attcles,tho Dhosles,
the Powars, the Angres, and the Dabhades distinguished themselves
in the war, which led to the accession of Shalu totho throne,
These were oll Maraiba laders, In Bhivaji's own"timc". the
Brabumia leaders, Moropaut Pingle, the EHaamnautes, Abaji Sonadeo,
Datto Anpaji, and others played ss prowmiucuta part o8 did the
Maratka Sirdars Gujars, Mohites, Paliars, K 80d Mslueores;
bat fu the wars of Independeuce, the Brahmio element chieily exs
frted io dnfluence ia thoQonacilyand ok oa thie butiivdeld, Loty
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time of the second Peishwa, the great leaders \vexe Malharalao

Holkar, Pilaji Jadhav, Ranoji Shmde, and his thres sons, In Balap 1
Bajirao’stime, this preponderance ofthe Maratha element contmued a
snd excepting the members of the Penshwa 8 famlly,the Brahmxns W
made themselves nsefal chiefly as civilians , {After the removal

of the capital from Sutard to Poona, a change took place in tlns, "
policy, and we find that all the grea.t commanders, who acqmred 4
fame and territory after 1760, were in the Deccan, almost exelue:]

slvely, Brahming;y ven the Parbhu: element ceased to be of1u
any importance at the Poona Conrt, though it enjoyed considuy
derable power at Barod'v. and Nagpur. The Shenvis ( Goud,y
Saraswat ) 1089 to eminence in- the Scmchas temtmy, the, .
Brahmin. element in the geeat’ camps at Indore, .Barodg, |
Gwaliar and Nagpur. occupxed & very aubordmate positions In. they,,
Deccan, howéver, the men who rose to power were all Brahmips,
the Vinchurkars, the Raje Bahadars, the Bhuskutes, the Bundeles, -
the Khets ,thePurundares,tho Ponses,the Bmxwales,thEPatwaldhﬂ' g
the Mehendalos, the Grokhles, the Bkbotes, the Logus, the Rasted, ™

. the Fadkes, the Pethes, and g host of other Sma.ller names miéght‘ 'I
be meritioned in support of this view, And even among"‘the””
Brahmins, it 8o happened that Iater in the century, many of the De
hastha leaders took sides wih RaghobaDada, whilethe Konkanastlia'
Sirdars followed.the lead of the Pooua wministers, Snkh‘&ram”'
Bapy, the Raje Bahadars, the Vinchurkers, and the ngane!s“l
took part in these wars, on Roghobe's side; while the “dther™”
Brahmwin leaders, mentioned above, sided with, the party opposec], &
to Raghoba, When, in course of time, Bujitao I succeeded fo the .
throne, hie hadl no'sympathy with the section which had fo]lomaq i
Nana Fadnawis, and the Pntwardhans, the Rastes, and | Nang
Fadnawis himself were the objects of' bitterest hostlhty This,,..,
infusion:of the racial and caste”elemont among the mlhtarg
leaders of the nation was the most distinguishing mark "of the
latter half of the century. There were parties within partles,“.'
with little chance of & common and active sympathy thl&urrhéu\'.
all the closses, who had been held together with such succewfuf

ol
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resulls by Shivaji, Rajaram)and Shahuj The first half of the
centary was singularly free from these racial and caste jealonsies.
I the latter half, they had attained such prominenca that concert
was impossible, and each great leader maturally cared to purene
his own interest to the sacrifice of the common weal. The
Brahmins at this time came to regard themselves asa governing
caste with kpecial privileges and exemptions, which were un-
kuown under the system founded by Shivaji. Tle Konkanastla
Brobmin Karkoons, who had the monopoly of all the Secretariat
or Daftar offices, and received respectable salarics, obtained the
privilege of having their goods exempted from Castom daties and
ferry charges when they imported grain and other goods from
outside ports and places, The Brahmin land-holders iu the Kalyan
Prant, and also in Maval, bad their lands assessed at halfor lower
rates than were levied from other classes, In Criminal Courts, the
Brohming had always enjoyed the exceptional privilege of
exemption from the extreme penalty of the law, and even when
they were coufined in forts, they were more liberally treated
than the other classes, Besides these advaptages, they had the
mounopoly of the charities freely bestowed by the State on this
class in cousideration of their sanctity, Therecord which relates
to the time of Bajirao 11 bears awple testimouy tothe ¢xtent of the
sbases which followed this indalgence, The Daksluna charity,
started with a view f{o encourage learuing, Lecamea grant
generally ty all Brahmings, and Poona became the centro of u large
pauper populahon. As many as 89 to 40 thousaud Drahuins were
fod for days together a State expense at the great fustivals
with the costliest viands, All these distinguishing feators of
purely sacerdotal or caste ascendency characterised the closcolthe
century, and iatroduced a demoralisation of which few Jeople
have any correet idea, In the hands of the la-t DBajiran, the
state cpased to be the nlual pru teclor of all classes, and upliolder
of equal Juallce' Ruwdasa’s high ideal of the relivion of
Mabarashtra was lowered down to oue in keeping with the

‘
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belief that the State had no higher function than ‘to proteet

the cow and the Brahmin, and the usual consequences followed

such a decadence of virtue, : ‘
The next point of departure relates to the army, which

. in fact represented the Maratha mation more
Army,  taithfully than any other single section of
the population, Shivaji commenced his work

of conquest of the forts round about Poona and in the
Bonkan with the help of the Mavales and the Hetkaries, The
army then consisted only of the Hasham Infantry, who were
armed generally with swords and matchlocks: When, later on, he
descended into the plains, the Cavalry became the chiet agency
of offensive warfare in the hands of the Marathas. The old
Mavales and Hetkaries were retained, but chiefly in commands of
the Hill-forts. The Cavalry, thus brought into existence, fonght
with the Moguls under Aurangzeb, and spread the terror of the
Maratha name throughout India, They were not mevcenaries in
the usual sense of the word. They. eulisted in the army
either singly, or with their Lorses and men, for the fair season of
"the year, and when the rains approached, they returned to their
horses, and cultivated their ancestral lands. The highest families
gloried in beihg Shilledars and Bargirs,and their pride consisted
in the number of troops or Pataks thatfollowed them, and the
recraiting was done withoot any difficulty, The summons to
arms was accompanied with a payment, called Nalbandi, made in
advance for the expenses for joining the field with accoutrement
and equipment of horse and mau alike, and each trooper had
his own fuvorite Commander, whose standard he followed, The
strength of the Maratha Cavalry continued to he its most dis-
tinguishing feature till about the year 1750, when contact with the
French and the British armies discovered the snperior advan-
tages, in modern wars, of regnlarly trained infantry . battalions
protected \by artillery, the third arm in  modern warfare,
The successes of the English and the French induced the Maratha,
. lenders to have reconrse to this new agency,and, for the first time,
we find mention made of the Gardis or the trained battalions,
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The weakness of this new addition to the Military foree consisted
" in the fact that unlike the Mavales or the Shilledars, who each
* owned his plot of land and served the State, not as mercenaries,
bat s militia, the Gardis were mercenaries, pure and siw)le,
wade up of foreign recrnits of different nationalitics, who had to
be paid fixed salaries all the year round, and only owed loyalty
" to the Commanders who paid thom their wages, There was no
national element in this new force. The first Maratha Gardis,
employed by Sadashiva Rao Bhau, were composed of dishanded
battalions of the French native army, led by the fumous lbrahime
khan Gardi. Bo great was Bliaw’s confidence in him that he, at
Panipat, set at nought the wise comnscls of the great Maratha
leaders, who opposed the plan of entrenching themsclves before
tho enemy ard risking a pitched lattle with the Afgans, The
_ealamitous result of this over-confindence did mot deter the
Maraths Commanders from valuing highly the superiqr advantages
of trained battalions disciplined in the European ways of war.
Within ten yoars of the defent at DPanipat, the Gardis,
~strengthened by this. time by recruits from Arabs, Siddis or
Abyssininns, Sheikhs, and other foreigners, were enlisted in large
uumbers af rates of puy often nearly equal to what was paid to
the Shillodar Cavalry for horso and man, The mercenary character
of these men exlibited itself in the cruel death of Narayaurao
Peishwa at their hands, nd there was,fora time, a reaction ngainst
their employment, The ndvantages wore, however, 5o ohvious tht
the old scruple soon vouished away, nud in the new annies, ercated
by Mahadaji Scindia in Hindustay, trained bottalions of forcign
mercenuries, officered by Enropeans,out-numbered the old Cavalry,
which was permitted to occupy ouly a secondary place, The surcess,
which attended this effort, induced Holkar, Gaikwad, Bhosle, sud
lnstly the Peishwas themselves, to engage foreigu “mercenarics and
to rely chicfly on their support, Arals, Gusuwics, Sheikhs, and
Portnguese baitalions were thns formed, and Dajirao 11 hiw-
welf engnped two battalions, officered by Finglish advenlurors, to-
wards the closc of the century, Even the JLill-forts, which had
JECI P
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been hitherto guarded by Mavales, were placed -in. charge of
- these mercenaries. The Infantry and the Cavalry elements in the
native armies were thus elbowed out of their importance, aud the
army, instead of being national, became mercenary in the worst
sense of the word, Attached to -the regular- armies, there Was &
- licensed host of froe-bootets, called Pendharies, “who nccompamed
them, and made  living by pillage,of the enemy, and ultimately of
. their own people 1f the innovation of employing trained battalions
- had been accompumed by the acqumtwn of the requisite knows
ledgo of military strategy and the  scientific Processes
necessary to- commnnd succes3 in the nse and mannfucture
of snperior arms; - the helplessnese, which, ‘in  the
,absence of such knowlodge, genemlly pa.ralyzed the natnc
avoided ; but 10" care seems to have been’ bestzoWed in 'this
“direction, %0 that, whed the- actual ~erisis  came" and the
"Enwpean officord left them, - they were more helpless
‘then ever on” the'fleld. - In the meanwhile, * the martial
instincts of the neglected Infantry 80d Cavalry: forces undor-
went a change for the' worse, 80 that when General ‘Wellesly
-and Lord Lake broke down the strength. of the battalions
opposed to them, there was no power left in - the country which
could resist the conquest that followed as & matter of eovrse, The
old Infuntry and Cavalry hed Jost their -stummu, und the
new morcenaries, without leuders and without any knowle(lge
of military science except the drill, were as ineffactive as ithe
Pendharis who accompanied them, It was this change which
paralyzed the nation towards the end of the lasb centary, ..

‘A fow remarks on the Navy may not be out of i)lace here,

The sea hag'always been s more or less strange
- element to the Marathas,except on the Westarn Coast, .

Though Shivaji had. the strength of mind to organise a navy-
and place it under & Mahomedan Commander, who plundered
far to the south on the Malabar coast ‘and fought with the

Navy.
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 Bidhis, it was not till the Angrias rose to power that the Mara.
thas were sble to dominate the sea coast, and hold the Moghul
sdmirval in check. Under the Poishwas, the Sabla Armar
was a part of the regular establishment, with 'its head.
quarters sb Vijagadurg and » subordinate establishwent at
Bassein,which was also called the second Subbe Armar, Mention
is froquently made of the straggles cacried ou by the flast of the
Angries with the English, till at last the Peishwa Balaji Bajirao
~ co-operated with the Eoglish and belped them to crush
Angria’s power on land and sea in 1756, Dalaji Bajirao had
organized a plan by which the mercantile vessels, which traded
from port to port, might be utilized for defensive purposes by
enlisting the Tandels and Sarangs in private employ ou increasel
pay when their services were wanted by the Government, Nothe
ing came of this proposal, Ansndrao Dhulap and his son Javrao
continued to be the Peishwa’s admirals in charge f the navy
at Vijayadurg, but no great use was mada of this force, except,
for tLe protection of commerce and tho occasional over-throw
of pirates from the Catch and Gujarsth side. Altogether, iu
assisting the DEnglish to pul;' down Angria’s power, tho
Peishwas diminished the jmportance of their own uavy for
defonsive and offonsive purposes.

To turn next to the Forts. In the bost times of the Maratha

rale, more than 200 forts were garrisoned in ull parts
of the country. Shivaji undorstood the duties of a

king to include the prosorvation of the forts asa matter of spocial
concern, aud elaborate regulations were made for the garrisnns
stationed in tho forts, Tho defenders of tho forts had Junds
assigned to thewm fur their maintenauce, and room was found
for the employment of all classes, Brabmins, Murutha,
Rawosis, Mahors, Mangs &z. These Iatier porformed cut prst
daties, Desides the garrisons specially otiachel Lo the
forts, detachments of regular Infantry weore stationed in
the larger forts for protection, Later on, Purlugocso

Forts,
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artillery. mon wore employed, and guns were mounted on the
battlements of the forts in some places. In the Carnatic, Gardis

wore employed on similar duties as » check on the Canarese
garrisons, The old system was departed from in the employment
of these mercenaries, and even the old garrisons were shifted
from one place to anothor for supposed reasons of State, Under
the later Peishwas, these forts appear chiefly to have served the
double purpose of State granaries and State prisons, State
prisoners were sent to the forts for custody, snd the condemned
criminials of both sexes were sent there for penal servitude,
In the latter half of the century, the forts are chiefly mentioned
in this connection. Against the more improved means of warfare,
reprosented by the artillery, these Mill-forts ceased to be
valuable for purposes of defence, and in many places they
were neglected and allowed to go into dig-repair, In the wars
with the Bnglish, the forts offered little or no protection, and
submitted without firing a shot. The Army, the Navy and
the Forts wero thus, by the course of events and the ueglect of
the State, rendered incapable, for different reasons, of doing any
- service in the latter half of the last century,

While in these higher spheres of statesmanship and the art
of Government, the lines of departare pursved by the later
Peishwas and their ministers indicated visible signs of decay,

, ib must in justice to them be admitted that in the
Public debt, ) gtser o8 the revenue and judicial management, the

Government a5 Poona showed great powers of application,cares
ful elaboration of detail, and an honest desire to administer well
the charge entrusted to thew, The financial condition of the
State was decidedly moro prosperous then the hand-fo-mouth
system which characterised the first half of the last contury, It is
well known that sll the great Maratha leaders,including Bajirao I,
always found it difficult to raiso the monies requived for their
great expeditions into Hindustan, and the information given
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in the Diaries of the debts, contracted by Balaji Bajirao botweed
1740°a0d 1760, shows a total of & crore and & half of public debt,
The strain represented by this amount will be better undorstood
whou it is mentioned that the Poishwa’s Government had to pay
from 12 to18 per cent, interest on these loans.Owing to the grest
collapse at Panipat, things did not much improve in the elder .
Madhaorao Peishwa’s time, That Prince had a heavy load of
debt, amounting to some 24,00,000 Rs., which had to be satisfied
by the assurance given at his death-bed by the ministers about
him that his bonds would be discharged there and then. Under
Nana Fadvavis’s carefol manaoement, the fioances appear
to have greatly improved,and the accounts do nob show
that the debts contracted by bim exceeded & few lacs, The
- last Peishwa bad apparently no debts to pay, but was able to
collect a large private trgasure of his own. :

The system of revenus manngement under Balaji Bajirao,

Madhavrao, and Nana Fadnavis was, on the whole,

Revenve  careful, New sources of revenue were developed,
management. and the old improved, The land settlements made
by the Peishwas during this period show that,

while anxious not to oppress the rayate, every carewas takon
to insist on the rights of the Government, Whenover the
conntry meeded that rvelief, lenses varying from three to
seven years were gronted on the terms of ¢ Istawas’
i, e. gradually increasing assessments. The old Kamal’ figures
{ maximum amounts ever realizsd) of villige and Fargana
Tovenues werp, of courso, seldom collected and were never meant
to be realized, These amounts were reduced by the Government,
80 as to suit the conditions of the population and ensare their
general prosperity, in fixing the ‘Tankha’ or realizable
revenne, under the Mahomedan rule; and the Foishwas
mode large reductions in the ¢ Tonkha’ figurcs, whenever
owing to war or famine, epquiries thowed that such
reductions had become pecessary. Wherovor the DBatui
or aystom of crop division obiained, the Government, ficr
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deducting for seeds ‘and other necessary charges paid. bythe '
rayats, left § or § of the” crop to the cultivator, and
took the rest for the State, In Shivaji's time, the propor-
tions are stated to have been 3 and §. Tho Batai systém was.
not muchin favor, bot gram and proportionate cash rents
provailed throughout the conntry. In the South Konkan, the
normal assessment appears to have been 10 mannds per bigha
of rice land paid in kind, This amount was reduced to 9 .and
even 8 miannds in *certain Districts, on complaint bing made
that it was too exhorbitaxt. When cash payments were fequired,
orwere convenient to the rayats, they were fized at
the low amount of 15, 20, or 30 Re, per Kbandy
according  to season. The Brahmins had to  pay
lighter rates of 5 maunds-or there-aboats in Northern Konkan.
In » settloment of the Neral Taluka, the cash rates were from
3103 Ra. per bighs, according to the quality of the zoil; and
the sugar-cane rate was 5 Rs, per bigha, In the Nasik District,
whera the cash rates prevailed, R, 2 per bighafor good black
soil, and Re.] for middling soil of Jirait land, and 5 to 6 Rs, for
Bagait lands were deemed to be reasonable rates. Inthe
Khed Taluka, Poona District, the rate in the time of Bsjirao 11
was 3 Bs. perbigha. In the less favoured parts of the Satara
District, the rates are stated to have ranged from 1} maunds to
6 maunds per bigha according to the quality of the soil. In
Gn]a.rath tho rates were mnch higher.

Larae remissions were made, whenever the sensons were
Bemis.  found to be unfayoursble. TUnder the old revenue
sions,  system, cultirated iands alons  paid revenus,
and in bad years the revemnes foll, and remissions
had to be constantly made in the State accounts. The revenue
management sl the commencement of Bsjirao II’s rule was
conducted-on the Kamavishi principle i. 6, the Kamavisdar or

The Mamalatdar and his establishment and contin-
Kamavishi goncies were all paid by the State, the general

#ysten, proportion of charges being about 10 per cent, on the:
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collection, ‘The mumber and pay of the Karkoons and the
Shibandi ¢, e, the horsemen and sepoyswere carefully fixed
in a sort of budget or Boheda statement, and the Kamavisdar
had thus little or mo motive to practise oppression. The
Jamabandi made by him had to be approvel by superior
officers called Subhas aud Sir Subhss, sud the complaints of
the Jamidars, village authorities, and rayats were listoned to

and redressed by the removal and punishment of thece
officers when they misconducted themselves, The Kamavisdar,

though appoiuted for one year, held the ofile during good
behavioar, In the time of the second Bajirao, the Kamavishi
Diara or system gave place to what was called the ljara or
forming  farming system, the Ijardar undertaking to pay
eystem,  hig own establishment and making profit for
himsolf, after paying the State-dues and certain secret pay-
ments to the Peishwa himself, which were not brought to the
-State account, but were credited in his Khasgi or private
treasure, If we excopt these Ijara abuses imtroduced by the
last Peishwa, the Kamsvishi management was os carefally
looked after under Maratha rule, as in the best timos of any
native or the British rule, before or after. Mr, Grant Duff has
sdamitted that the weak points of the system told more sgainat
theinterests of the Satate than on individuals, and that t‘}f(’
Maratha country was more thriving than any other part of India
in proportion to its ferti.ity, The Whole country was divided

into about twelva Subhas, each Subha consisting 'og Parganwps
Devenye  OF Mamalat divisions, OF Taluks d‘;“’“’ﬁ;_”’d f~h°
Divisions, 2O coll them, Thege Subkas wers (\;) e

" 30 Parganss, inclading Boglsn. (3) Nemad Praat,
Handa-5, (3) Poona and Nagar=18, (4) Konksn-15, (9) (jfmgf'
thadi, incladingthe Nasik District-25; (6) Gujarath Pmnfé*-\’» Q)
Carnatic, (3) Satara with Wai and Karad, (3 & 10) tho Uﬂlmm'i‘
Subbas, Poona and Jonar, and Kalyan and Bhiwandi, snl (1
and 12) the two Armar Subhes, Vijayadarga and Cacsein.

The village autonomy was not interfered with, The _Panl

V“ and the Kualkarni were responsible for the collections,
Wage 400 rocoived their dues independemly of the
uulonomy G overnment, Becurity of the sowkars byd to b givea
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{or the payment of the yeu’s revenue, and the village rayathad s
Jomt responsibility. The country, on ths whole, Wwas prosperous:}

The rates of wages were from Rs, 3t 7 for menials . and
Wages and sepoys, and for higher artisans, very much whab -
Prices, they now are outside the great towns, from. 6 f0'10
sunas per day, The Karkoon's wages were generally Rs, 7 to 10
per month, The prices.of food stuffs were generally more unsteady
than they are now, but it may be roughly stated that staple
grains, Jwari and Bajri, were about three to four times as cheap
88 they now are, The rates of wages being, on an average,
half of what they have been for many years past, whils the
prices were 3 to 4 times as cheap, the' people had ample
resources during good seasons, and no grea'b famine i recorded
during this period, thouo'h partial famines sre frequently men-
tioned, There was no dearth of remunerative employment
thronghiout this period, by reason of the large wealth acquired
from the succosses of the Marathas in foriegn conquest, and
. thers was thus no prossure folt of theland tax and other cesses,
except in the Border provinoces devastated by wars, Oppression
seems o have been rare, as the people had the remedy in their
own hands, of either putting down the oppressor, or migrating
Tagai ad- to other territories for a time. Besides granting remis-
vances, sions, for seeds orimnrovemets the Peishwa’s Govern.
ment encouragd the Kamavisdar to makeTagai grants to theenl-
txvators,ea also for rebuilding housges, when destroyed by fire,and’

supplying cattle. The Goverpment also under.
Publio Works, took gubhc works such ss constracting: daws,

building roads in the ghats, and landing places on river-banks,
digging tanks, and securing water supplies to towns, and
woversl such large items are found in these accounts, The
advances to the cultivators were made for short periods, one
or tWo years, but the Kamavisdars were lenient, and they were
generally notremoved till these advances had been repaid.
Incasos where such removal took place, the sucoessor was
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roquired to pay off the previous holder, Owing to the neces.
sities of the State, the Government fraquently horrowed of the
Kamavisdar the instalments in advance of the time fixed. On
df’lch advances, the State agraed to pay 12 per cent. interest to the
Forced lo-  Kamavisdar, till the debt was paid off. Under,
bourar  the earlier Peishwas, the system of forced labour
oo wetha,  or‘Wetha' was extensively in use, and cansed great
annoyance to the poorer classes and artisans who were subjected
foit.. In the first Madhaorao’s time, these grievances were
partially redressed, and money payments were allowed to be
substituted, to the convenionce of both the parties, Tho State in
this respect was more liberal than private masters, The
general impression, left on one's mind by the study of the
revenus portion of Yhe record 1n theso Diaries, ison the whole
very favourable, and it will be difficult to show that there
kes beon, during thelast eighty years, sny decided improve.
ment in this respect. '

Bosides the land-tax, a number of other cesses wero levied,

Other  chief among them beihg the bouse-tax, and shop-
tascs,  tax, celled the ‘Mohturia’ In the Konkan Dis-

triots, tobaco imports were toxed ab tho Revadapda snd

other ports, The manufncture of salt was made to
Salt yield s small income at Nagotna end st Blyndur

near Bussein, theduty heing at Nagolms Its. 2-10-0 per
Khandy, and at Bhyndar R, 1-6-0 por Khandy on salt produced.
Theso ratos were 20 to 51 times lighter than what ere mow
charged by Government, Toddy and Cocomnub trees woro

o taxed when, tapped for drawing liquor, in Bussein
Athari, and the ter‘ritories held previously by the Portu.

gnese on the Konkan coast, This last tax hud been introduced
on the express representation of the Dhanderis and the
ragats of those parte, who complained that they couhln nod
carry on their trade without the uso of sowo kind of liquor.
No rovenus was derived from Abkari except i the Koukan,
and alittle receipt from liquor farms near Poona itself. Thure
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werg similarly petty taxes on the production of ghes, grezing
fees, marriage fees,the buffalo tax and the right
of catching fish in some places. The . ferries were in
general free of all charges, being kept by the State, but in some
cases, farms were given for the collection of revenue from -
the more frequented ferries. These were very late
creations, suggested by the greod of pettyfarmers, and yiclded
vory scanty revenus. Whon the Ijara system was introduced
by the second Bajirao, the abuses consequent on the farming
system necessarily maltiplied, and mast have caused con-
siderable annoyance and oppression. Under the Kamavishi
system, which prevailed before, the inducements to oppression -
wero,as  stated above, mot 80 powerful,. and they wera
checked by the Subbas and Sirsuhhas corresponding with oae
Commissioners, There were § such officers in the Konkan, Cirnatle,
Khandesh, Gojarath and Baglan. Oa the whole, the Peishwa’s Goveras
ment kept up the repulation of a mild native ralo, Thera was no
soparate department of Sea Costoms, except the revennes assigned to
the Subha Armars, under the Peishwas, but the Land
Customs, levied on  the fransport  of poods,
yislded s considerabls revenuo, and the Customs Subhas, asthey
Jakat or Land wers called, of Kslyanand Bhivandi, Posna sad Junuar,
Customs  were eapecially prosperous. The Kalyan and Bhivandi
Sublas yielded in Ralaji’s time s sum of Ra. 55,030, and it developed
to 300,000 Rs, towards the close of the century, and the income of
the Poona Subha increased from 35,000 ‘B, to nearly & lakh. The
town duties-in Poona itsell were farmed and yielded a considerable
revenns, chiefly from octroi on goods imported sud exported and
on sales of cloth, tobaco, and other necessaries of a town population,
Bimilar dutica were lovied at Alimedabad, on the scales originally
laid down by the Ewperors of Delhi, The revenue management thus
reflected no little crelit on the ingennity and skill of the Drahmia
ministers and their District and Pargany officors, and little fanit
eanbe fonnd es regards the way in which these reoarcos wers
developed and administered,

Perries,

* Customs.
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" The propet sdministration of civil sud erimlal justios msy well

Justice be regarded s a more decisive best of the effisiency and
- N gueoess of native rule then the collection of the lsnd

revenue, the cesses and thecustoms, Jadged by this test, it must be
said to the oredit of the Bralmin Peighwas that, whilo they did not
reconstibute any of the other depsttments of the Stafe included in the
Raj-Mandal, they revived the office of the Nysyadhishs at Poona, and
entrusled him with the fallest powers in dispusing of civil and
criminal cases, which, ia the last resort, came up before the Poona
Coart by way of appeal, or original trial, o coufirmation, from the

" . Subordinate District officiala. This creation of the offies
Bana Shasti, of the Nyayadhisha appears to have taken placa about

the year 1760,and the choice ofRamaShastri for the post was & peculiatly

happy one, and brought honour and credit to the Government. Tho
office was continued after Rama Shastri’s retirement, and soews to have
been filled by equally learned mon, the last of whom was Bulkrishas
Bhastei Tokokar, who lived in the reign of Bajirso IL. The geustal
srrangement appeara to have been that theKamaviedar, besides his
revenue duties, had both civil and ecrimionl powers aitached to his
office, and the proceeds of civil sud criminal fine, apto s
oortsin amount, iu petty cssos of mesault, theft aud similar
offeuces, na also the payments wade by the civil suitors who gaiued
or lost their cases, formed a regular source of his incomo, though
be had to account to the State for theso roseipts, All swonuls of
fine above the preserihed limit wore crediled o the State sccount.
Besides the new Chief Court started at Poona, it further appears that
emall Proviacial Courts with limited juisdiction, to helptho Komavisdur
or Bubhedsz, were also egtablished in some of the Districts, In civil
Civil Casen, cases, tho fines paid by the succossful smitor nud Lie
defeated sulagonist wars respactivoly called ‘ Harki ' and ¢ Qouhegari,”
and tho total of civil fines thus racovered seoms to bave bsen about 15
por cent. on the valuo of the matter in dispute, the Gunhegari being

Honey Suits, sbout twice the figure for the Harki, In our modsrn
; sensa of the word, Small Cause suils for moury dus
tom deblors were very rars undot the Maraths rule, As the craditors
geverally enjoyed large powers of enforcing their dues, by detaiviig
dobtors de., the Staw-help was only rbquired in the case of power[ul
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prsons, snd in such cases 25 per cent. of the recoveries so made

were clalmed by the State as a charge for ita help, Clvil -litigation

was chiefly confined to Vatan, Adoption, Padtition,
Partoership, Boundary disputes, and other cases of a

like character. 'The decision was made $o rest ohiefly on the evidence
of the witnegses on both sides, who were examined under the
sanction of the most effective oaths and solemn asseverations on the
waters of the sacred rivers, After the parties had stated their res.
pective cases, the wilnesses’ testimony wos first recorded, and then the
men were called upon to choose their arbitrators from their own or
neighbouring villages, snd the deoision of the Kamnvisdars gave effact
to the views ol the arbitrators, In very rare cases, where the evidence
was conflicting, or no evidence conld be gecared, recourss was had
to ordeal, and the decision depended upon the result, Outof some
soventy contested oases, the decisions in which are recorded at length in
these Diaries, the test of ordeal was made to regulate the verdiet in eix
cages, and even in those six cases, there were only two oceasions when the
parties challonged each other to the = ordesl of firs. In the other four
cases, bathing in $he river sufficed to bring'out the truth, There was
09 room for the employment of pleadsys, The parties had the right
to carry their appeals o the head of the Government, who, if not eatie-
fied with the arbitration, called on the parties  to  seloct &
06w Panch, to whom the cass was roferred, Inall big civil ceses,

the decision appears to have been brought into fores after reporting
to the central suthoritiea,

Vatan susts

In regard to criminal justice 1t deserves to be noted that under

Criminale D1sbt Baja and tho eatlier Peishwas, the only punishments
Judicislly administered were pensl servitude imprisonment,

in the forts confiscation of property, fine, and in & fow cases, banish
ment beyond the frontiors, Capital punishment or mutilation appears to
have beon studiously and religionsly avoided, even in cases of murder,
treason, or dacoity, Mutilation was inflioted in a fow cases
in the reign of Madhaorso I; but even in the troublous times
in whioh he lived, capital punishment - was mever inflicted, In
Bavai Madhaorao's time, under Naua Faduavia there seoms to have
been & clear doparture from this mild administration of the faw, and
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crel mutilation and whole«sals capital punishments wero inflicted on
criminals convicted of marder, treason or dacoity. The Brahwingand
womon of al] aastes were exempted from capital punishment, In the
case of Brahmins, confinement in the fort was the highest
punishment snd the civil penalties were joined with religious
penslties, including excommunication,  The  cruel punish-
wauts, ioflicted i’ Nona Faduavi' time, scom to have becathe
result of interna] dissensions, which began to disturb the public peace
in'the time of Madhsorao [ and incressed in virulenca when Raghoba
Dads contested the throme, A comparative statement of figures
compiled from the Selections will bring out this point more distinctly
thad sny description In words;—
To Shahu's time, thete were § trials for murder, in § of which the
Murder,  accused were acquitted, and only in three, tho accused
were convicted and fine and imprisonment were imposed. Iu the last ten
years of Balaji Bajirao, there wero 20 trials for murder, ia 3 of which
the persns charged were acquitted, in 8, heavy finos were imposed,
and fa the remaining 9, confiseation of proporty was the only punish-
ment awarded, When property was confiscated, stops were taken to
make compensation o tho heirs of* the murdered persous by making 8
grant o them out of the confiseated property, Tuths time of Madhaorso [,
there were 7 cages, in which pereons were tried for murder. Fines wero
loviodin 3, and Vatans were confiscate) in § other cases, andin ous,
whore the murderer wasa Brubmin, coufinement in the fort wus ordered,

In Nans Fadoavie' time, capital punishment wag awardod in two cages,
involving & number of criminals, and other cases of murder wera
disposed of by the award of {mprisonment, fine and corlﬁ«cutiou.
In Bajirao II's timo, two cascs of murdor ore mentioned in thrse
Belectious, in which Brahming were the offanders, and they were eontt)

prisou, The punishment for petty Lreason, i, ¢, for rantinze
o rebollion or joining the euemy, wus, throughoub

the whole period, confinement in the fortsor confiscation of property,
As regards parsona canvietad of political troason by way of attempls on
the person of the Peishwas, or waging war against the Sule,
the punishwont meted out was that the crimival Was Unawpled
under the® foot of an elephant, In dealing wiib ermed daools

Treason,
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{ Ues, Madheorso I snd Naos Fadnevis inflicted morg
. Daceity, crnel pnnuhmenu tha in tho casg of pnmo
: murders, Matilations of hands snd foet, which appurently
difigured the sonsls of eriminsl  administration upto 1760,
wore fist ordered in Madhaorao's mgn, and in Nans Faduavie’
tlme whole-sala cxecutions were ordered of the cnmlnals locked in
tho gsols and conucted of ﬂns chuge. In one casy 20 men wers

behuaded in nnother, 13 men had theu both hauds and feet cat oif
lnd jn the third case, 18 men had thm e\ther hand pr “fook or ear
cut off, 'Ihesa eruel punisbments appesr $o lmvo bedn extensively
momd to witha view {o atnke tenor. Later oo, these extreme

Robbery. penalties were inflicted oven in cases of robbories, \vhu:h

did not come under the head of dacomes,or ia wlnch

the members of the eriminal tnhea were not concerned. The pmmh-

mont for robbery genenlly wag ﬁne or xmpmonment in the forts,

Adumry For udnltery in the casp ot‘ women, the punishment

wag mprmonment ‘with penal aamtude ia the forts o

fa the Kothm, + ¢. Slate storey, whero they wers mde to grind corn,
'nnd in the cass of men, mpxmonment or fine.

A1 regards women convicted oi‘ _adultery, condemned fo penal
servitude, or service in the Kouhie or stores, ik may be

Slaver,  noted that they lost their stalus and fresdom, snd
wero treated as slaves, Their progesy especially wag

. regarded ase tho children of no father, but were only kuowu by their
wothere’ names, The ranks of these condomned slaves had acsession
. made to 4hem of other persons from ihe lowest olasses who lived by .
prostitution, and children ecaptured in forsign tetritory by Banjaris
or Lamans, who brought them for eale in Peishwa's torritory,
Blsvery s0 recrnited thus became & recoguized institution, and men
snd women-slaves were transferrable like the dumb callle from one

owner %o anotber for money copsideration, When tho slaves grew
old, some of them were relessed from prisons, and the privato slaves
were aleo set free by thoir owners from chantable oomxdemtmns.
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The shtves, on the whole, appeat to have been kindly tronted, erpeclally
Vth'ogé"wo@ép-slayos who were made to work fn the Pelshwa's Kothis, or
iv privale houses, L ;

f [ . X . . X . ,
- LThere wag one kind of primiual offence not known to our modern
N - . . ¢codo, which sesms to have been severely puniebed
. Casting  under the Peishwas, It refera to the charge of castlog
‘il ;pirita. "ovil spirits, and offences undor this head seem to hiave
""" 'been an important festure of criminal admiuistration,
» sapecially in thie Konkan, Tn fact, under the lagt two Peishwns, regulat
olficers with establishments were employed for the discovery snd
bunishmonts of ‘witches and wizards who wore accused of troabling
their peighbours by the ngency of evil apirits, It formed s part of the
Tolics duty of the District officers to extorminate the evil spirits, For
Perjury,  perjury snd forgery, the usual punizhment wag fine, and
imprisonment where fine could nob be levied by reason
. Cow-Lilling, of poverty, Cow-killing was punished sevorely, Fals‘e
" coinago, and oftences regarding weights and measures were
Other punished with fines and imprisonment, Abduction
_ offiences,  and seduction, theft snd cheating were punished with
fines, This brief conspectos of the way, in which crimival justics
was  administered, will slow that, except uoder Nana
Fadvavis, the sdministration of the law was never vindictive
or crael, but was sympathietic and mild to & dogres uukoown
before or since. The punishments were adequate to the offauce sud
-not too severe, Napa Fadoavis’ sdministration s exceptional
for the reasons staled above, and be sppesrs to bavo besd
State pri.  equally severe in the way in Which he troated bis
soners,  political enemios.  Sakharampont  Bapu, }v.lxo wab
8 one timen pillar of tho State, was imprisoned n 1be
fortsfor the part he took in eiding with Raghobs Df(h'
sud the sawe fate over-took Raghow's other friends, CI”'Jf"{
Parllius, Taghupath Hari, Babutao Liari, snd others. I\'m'm l“udum?
oD nest relative Doro Dsburao was siwilarly sent to pricon, sud ia
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Bajirao IT's time, Nans F&dﬂﬂll bad himeelf to share the same fate,
The strife of the pattics peems to have been much  mors. bxtter in thm
dl]l than was the cese nuder the first thres Peishwas. State prisoners
were trealed witl leniency in those daye. This generosity wasnok
showa to the friends and followers of Raghoba Dada, or the Protender’s
followors, who wers mostly Brahmms holdmo lngh oﬂioea.

" Asregards the Police, the Kawarisdar, with hia Slubandx fomd

*Palice, - 'of horse and foot, constituted tho regular Police defeneo
o ol the oountry. In the v:llazas, the Patil and Kulkarni,
snd the Jagliss or walchmen, ‘onsisting of Mahars and Mangs, necnmt

. thelr internsl quiet, and in the lsrger villuges or towns, each man
Lisd to do watch duty st the Chowdi by barne, Desides the Shibandis and.
City  the village Police, in large towns Eotwali establishments

* Kotwals, "were organized for the detection sud the punushment of
ctime, and we find that Kotwals were appointed at™ Poons, Nasik,
Pandharpur, Nagar, Satars,Wai, Ahmedabad, Burhanpur, Trimbak, and

Conaermnoy. other’ fowns, This - Kohnh establiohment had

: - also the charge of the eonsorvancy of the cities, and
geavengers wero provided and psid for by eesses levied from the housee
holders, - The appointments of s=fengers were made at Poons, Nagaz,
Pandbarpar; Nasik, and other places, The: Kotwals at Poons, Nagar;
Pandharpur,  Junnsr, and Nasik had powers of Magistrates in

miscellansous eases, whwh in the Du;tncto, were duposed of by thé
Knmmsdm. W

o 1a the stcel.aueou Dspntmenis, Mmtl occupmd an unportant
Mints, placo. 1 bave treated the su 4«. of the Mints under’

the Maraths rule in s geparate’” paper read befors the

Roya! Asiatic Society, Tlhe Post Offics did mot occupy any recoguized
" Post.  position under the Maraths - rule, - Special sgencies were
employed on particular oceasions, when the armies went

to Hindustan or. to the Karostic. Theso special agencies
* consiated of special Jasuda or Kaasids s, ¢, runners, whoapparently took
18daya 1o go to Delhi from Thaluer, and 13 days from Mahesiewar, and
:boy wore paid handsomely, 3 Re, # day, the amount being regulated
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fuversely ncoordmg o the number of ds3s they Sook fok tha jouraef,

When the Peishwss had to correspond with Caloatts, they sent theif
Jasuds to Burhanpur, and thence these ranners took on the post to
Benaves, where au Euglish offioer, in chatge of postal arrsngeut ents, dis-
paiched the Peishwa's post to Culeutta In the wara i the Karaotiv, the
Poishwas found it necossary bo organize specisl postal arranseménts frow
Poons to Badami, and sixty men ware employed bo carry the duily post to
and fro whils the war lasted. Beyond these stray efforts, no regulsr State
Postal Sorvics for private o official use appoears to havo beon maintained,

And the private work was done by the smployees of Sawkurs, who made
thess long journies to earry remittanoes, b stated iutervals, aad took the
Privata post of those who cared to correspond with their distant relations,

As regards Madicine, the function of the State in the distribution

dMedicing, of chaitablo rolisf was nob racoguized beyond thae fact
that well-knowa Hakims and Vaidyss were honoured
with granta of villages, nnd were often supplied with other nscassary
belp for the preparation of faedisines. The Hakims were ia requisitiva
for the army, and were valued chiefly as suzgaons, Tiere is only one
mention mads of Gujarathi natha doctor, who supplied medicines
gratin 66 Nasik, and was rowarded with a Jahagit, which was continued
to his son, as he maintained the dispesiry, There was another native
Vaidys, for whom a sort of a botanical garden ak Wai was provided for
the cultiration of rare drugs,and he was supplied with other help fox the
prepamstion of medicines from thom, These scauty notices sro all that
ean be gathered from the Selections ss segards tho way in which this
moat important State function of charitable yelief was discharged,

The State was more liberal {u tha rewards it gave fa the ease of aoldiers

Mititary  who lost their liovs on the Lettle-fild. Hundreds of wuch
pontions,  {nslances are mentioned in bha Selections, whero the hwirs
of the deceased wore rewardsd with Insme,or malutevanos-
sllowsnces were mads to the widows and children, and iv sowe cases, the”
offics hetd by the father was conferred on the ssn,In makiug these swarly
10 distinction wes made botwan Brahmina and Maratlny, or Fiidue
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"and Mnhomadans All thoso, who iad racelved ounds of had died {3
fho servios of the Stm, were generously h'eated wnlhont dlstmchon.

 The ssine Kberality waa showd i the dmbnbuhon of grahts td
Réligious  yoligious charitiss. Thd bulk of tha benefastions warh
"Charities,  conforrsd upon Brshmine, aé imight be éxpeotad, but tia,
old Mahiotisdan grants ware continued to Dnrgal

tad Mosques, and imany dew grantsiwerd made fo Muhomadanl
fnd evon Christiang, the laa espscmlly n the Konkan, - Thete was-a
singular bbsends of any religions prejudics n the distributios -of this
oharity, These Dowasthan and Varshasan allowadces, granted by the Slate.

tnder thé Marathd pule, make up & vory large total, exoeeding meny -
Iacs, which attest to the generosity of tha Btete in this reapect,

Under Raja Shahu, the function of the State of granting hanorifie
Htled on deserving offivialé foind donsiderable seope, nd oa- the
dHonorific  imodel of the Delui Ewperors, high-sounding titled
< Villes. wotd frecly bestowed on, Hindu Generals sud

‘ Commasnders, Under the lator Peiabiras, this function
‘Wsb more ajaringly exorcised, snd the honors conferred took the  fori
éhlelly of allowing the offiesr tho difuily of riding fu & Palkhi or having
the. permission to emplof & petéon fo hold an Abdagir, for which &
siparale sllom\nua g made by the State:

Ao

~  In regard o tho ancoursgement of frade,the Soloctlona show that m,
*Dalaji  Bajirao’s timo, the Punna  Diamond

Entouragement  mines in Bundelkhaid - werd worked tg
fo trade. sdvantags mnder’ concedsions gratted by th
Peishwa, Traders from Arabis were encouraged to acttle in the
Konkan ports, Their trade was chiefly in horses, sud they were
sllowed to euter the tarritory fres ol Customs duty, Simileg
{svours were shown to the European traders who sought admission
for their goods iuto the country. Liberal concossions were made
“for enlarging the limita of the mare prbsperous towus by grant of
Iand, exomptions, sad Vatans to thoss who undertook to bnné
foreign settlors aud juduced thaid td bqlld new bousoéy 4nd oped

Rl
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v Bapan. hln'lklllnbmduy indosiay of Pooss yut -

tiraly dus 10 the encoaragement given (o the foreign sattien tm

Bachanper, Paithan, sad other towns fo comeaad live ander ‘the

Peishwa's protectide om howe sites which were granted fres 1o them.

Individual merchants were e-couraged in large towng W opes

shops with the help of Government advanses, The prosparity of

Poons aftracied & large namber of peopls to coms

and soit'e ghore of thair own sscord, w0 -Lhef

Exicssion of Foons, which was befors 1743 only a somll Kashy

Posna,  town,developed info the proportions of & alty,

which i now exhibifs in ite 16 subarba or Peiths,

all of them established by privale dlimas unde

Btaie patronage, and named sfter the prineipal Serdars or of the mems
bers of the Peishwa_family,

Rafarsnce b already been made to the Dakshias gmat paid -le
Shastria, Pondits and Vaidiks. Thia Dekshios was iastituied ia the
firat imitance by the Sanapali Kbanderso Debbade, sad

-whea, 0a®hs death of that officer, his resourcs were

'nnwmw ocartailed, the  charity was taken ovar by the State
of barning.  infoiteown hands, Disbumsemests intvessed from
Joar to year, ‘Gl} fhagqose Lo Rs. 60, 000 in Npse

Fadmvid' MMMM- graots  redesses

sd 1o s certain extent the reprehemsible extravagance of Bajirso Il's
charitios, Loxrned Sanskrit scholars from all puts of Indis, =
fwm Beagal, Mithil or Behar and Beuares, o3 al from the South, the
Tolaages, Dravid and the Karmatic,=Bscked to Pooas, and were
benoured with distinctions sad rewsrds, svouring {0 them positica
theoughont the country which they highly appreciated. Bone four
lata of repees wene sunually disbursed by Bejirso Il in his charities.
The ordinary Brahwins were sorved with foodin the Ramams gathering
o open siclosures, while the learasd peopls, who refased to taks part In
1he misoallsneons sssembly, were luvited Lo the Peishwa's Palacs,snd wape
honoured with shawisand money gifis secording o thsir bestc-! motits.

fhmqnﬂnlpeum}o alscand u,m-.‘nu remaining thage

-
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hcs Were spent on the Ramana ohanf.y. The reuult of this munfcancs
brought credxt to Poom % & city of learnmg,uud this orednt it oontinued"
to ‘enjoy ‘even. after the” down-fall 6f the’ Pelshwna, 1) long a8 the’
olg Pathashals was mmntamed out of tba Dakshmn gront by
Mr, Elphmstone and his' 1mmodmta auccessors. “Times ‘hnvd
sltered  since | then, “ “and ' tho "Dakohina grant.” by
been uhhzed for aumlar purposes whxch hava populanzed ibe
ltndy of Sansknﬁ literature and p}nlosophy among all olaases off
|h1dents No duect encoumgemenh was given to other than’ thl
Sanskrit Pamlxts, but the Puramks, snd Hmdnsus Wete regm‘ded !
bemg eqnnlly entifled o speclal grants ‘with Valdxks sl Sfmtm,
and thesd were noted for ‘their commmd and skill in the- oxpdsmon
ot' the great Mmthn poets. Rloh Bardars patronized  Marathl’
learning, ss, ?for mal:ance, ‘th“e" great Maratha  poet  Moros
paut  -had for lus pat,t)n the Paramatxkar Joshxs.' A!"‘
rogarda tha  lower | classea, , the " nationst * fondness ' for
Powadas and Lawama,contubuted fo the rise of ballad anid love poetry,x
and some, -of the most’ noted composers of thxs kind of litersturs’
derived encouragement from Bajicao IL's aupgott These brief notices'
of tho miscellaneous sctivities of the State mll suﬂioo to recommendz

the subject to the faller consideration of those students of our past
histoty, who miight be ' inclined to pursue fheir researches further in~
iotheold rcord, . c v ey o e

. B . '*!

Pethapa the most mtereahmg and permanently useful mformmon

Supenmmm. furnighed by, these recotds is that whlch relﬂtes to tho

» " social changes attempted by the - Maratha Goremment
It is not to be aupposed for & momeut that the Beshmin leaders, who_
were eutrusted with the government of . the, oountry, had n°° thm
full share of the implicit belief in the nuperstxtxons of the hmo.,
Referance has already heon made 1o the nttempted regulations of thn
practico. of exercising ovil , spmta, whose egoney was, it vm
believed, ulilized by evil-doers to ruin their enemies, Boliot in omens
and prognostics : was comnfon’ fo all clnases. It is recorded. thet’ n
studont out off his tongue, and another Gujarathi  dovotes out off - bls
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head by ¥iay of offering it to she deity he worshipped, and in both the,
cnes, the eventu worg reported fo the Govarnment by the Tocal officials,
lpd lsrge sums were spent to purify the templos and ward off (b
dpngers threatened by these unholy eacrifices. People were filled with
}nrm, when it was reported that au earthquake had disturbed the
Kslyan Taluka, A fortrass on the Ghata was belioved to have suffored
fojury from the influence of evil sight, and auvother fortress, s fow
youts Jater, was renderad unfit for occupation by the prevylence of an un.
ucoonntable ghmse In all thess three cases, ateps were baken to pacify
tho elements by goneral p irification. The donve of a Jahagic villa-
ago prayed to Governmant to rosums the groub oud exchange it for
lomo other, as the gift became undesirable on account of the prevas
lence of ml spitite, Partial and local famines gava frequent troulle

in those dnya, and largo sums wore spenk iu emplaying Brahming to
dtqwntho gods, or pour water over them for days and weeks togother,
Bacrifieg of biiffuloes to s goddess ot Trimbak, which had been stops
pedfor gome yoars, was regumo:d by the otder of the Government af
the instance of Brahmin®devoteos. When & man-eating tiger appoared
op the Saptashringi Hill in the Nasik District, tho Kemavisdar was
ordered to consult the pleasure of the goddoss, sad if she consented,
to employ men to shoot it,

Alitsrd having fallen on the body of the idol at Fandharpur, &
groat pousnce was ordered jn whioh Braliming took part, The asle of
%ows to butchers was strictly probibited throughout the country, Some
Mahomednnu, who were guilty of brosking the law, were seversly
punished, sud 8 Brehmin, who cut off the tail of a cow, was seut to
prion. Tho revival of the old Yajuss, or great sacrifices, lasting
over many days aud weeks, was encouraged ag being conducive to the
prosperity of the State, and several large sucrifices wers 80 patronised
by the Government by the supply of all tha nacsaury articles in cash
~ aud Xind, costing several thaussuds of rupess. Sbrinos and teuples
multiplied inandabout Paons, nud the last portion of the Seleatians gives
s list of gome 250 tomples, which were of suflicient importance to
recsive Stato-belp in 1810-18(1, The relative popularity of the several
deilies will appear from tho anslyals whioh shows that there were b2
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Yetiiples of Marufi, the attendant of Rams, while Rama himsolt had
18 places of worship, The temples dedicated to Vishnu were 9, to Vitho-
ba 34, to Krishna as Balsji 12, Rsms and Krishns incarnations had-
thus 73 places of worship, Themost popular gods with the Bishmins
were Mabadeo who had 40 temples, and Ganpati who had 36 temples,
Judged by the number of tempiea, the worshippers of Shiva.kand;
Vishnu were thus nearly equal. The old aﬁoriginal gods had ju all 32 -
Places of worship ; the Devi bad 10 ; Dat't.#traya had only ove temple

Jor his worship, and there were 8 places of Mahomedan Dargns beld
in veneration,

Too great 8 8tress should not be placed upon the sceounts given
above of the popular beliefs and superstmons They were in keepmg
with the general condition of the counj,ry all over Indis, and no msn
or body of men should be condemned for simply following the
current of the time, The Pexshwns government deserves credit for the
inculeation of better principles and a more liberal socis] code adopted by
them, and to the principal items of reforms attempted by that Govern«
ment, we may now fitly refer here with adventago, In those times
of wars and troubles, there were frequent occasions When men had to
forsake their ancestral faith under prossure, force, or fraud, aud there
oo four well-attested instances in which the re-adwission into their
respective castes, both of Brahmins snd Marathas, was not merely at-
tempted, but successfully effected, with the consent of the caste, and with
the permission of the State suthorities, A Maratha, named Putaji Band.
gar, who had been made a captive by the Moguls,and foreibly convert-
ed to Mahoquanislh, rejoined the forces of Baldji Vihvinath, on their
way back to Delhi, after staying with the Mahomedans for a year, and at
bis request, his readmission, with theconsent of the casto, was
eanctioned by Roja Shaliu, A Konksnasths Brahumin, surnamed Raste,who
had bean kept & State prisoer by Haider in his armies, and had been
suspected to have conformed to Makomedan waya of living for his safety,
waa similarlyadwitted uto casto with the approval of the Brahwing and
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under sanction from the State, Two Bralimins, one of whom had been ine

-duced to becoma a Gosawes by fraud, aud another from a belief that be
would be cured of a disease from which he sulfered, were readmitled
into caste, after repentance and penance, Theso two cases occurred
one at Puntamba, in the Nagar District, and the other at
Paithan, in the Nism's dominions, and their admission
was made with the fall comcurrence of the Drahming
under the sanction of the authorities. In regard to femperance, it
mey be noted that the DBrabmin CGovernment of Poona absolutely
probibited the menufacture and sale of liquors 83 & goneral principle
of action, but it was practical enough to make exceptions, when loeal
-Decessilios were pleaded by Bhandaries, Kolia and other communitics
in tbe territories conquered from the Portuguese in Bassein, Chowl,
and other places. Exception was mado lu favour of these men, ond
the lower castes generally, bub the order provided that Brahmins,
Parbhus, and Governmont officers generally were to ba strictly
probibiled from the use Of drik, and very heavy penallics
wero exacted from the ofende: who broke the Jaw. Several Brubming
of Nusik, who were Dharmadhikaris of the place, were suspectod of
heving indulged in drick, snd ae they proved' contumacious, they
were sent to forts, and were imprisoned thore by way of punishment.
Arich Maratha patel in the Khed Taluka was warned once against
the danger incurred by resson of his intemporate habits, and when
this warning ‘proved inelctive, balf of his Inam lsnd, wmensuring one
Chabur, was coufiscated by way of punishment,

As rogards marriago reforms, it may be noted that Dajirso II
passed strict orders spocially for the Konkan District and for Wai,
prohibiting the sale of girls by the brile's father in consideration of
marriage, Very strict regulations were passed imposing fines, ¢yual
tothe amounts roccived, upon ome or buth the partiss aud tho
ma'r.riago brokers, Apparently with o view to check tho practice,
Lsjirao further ordered that no girl above 9 should remsin unmarried,
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thereby claiming for the State the right to interfere in what iy genemlly
rogarded as the province ofthe Shastras, In & fow cases, where
attempts had been made to marry young children by fores,
snd the fall rite was mob completed, the Peishwas set
sside the stfempted marriages, and permitted the girls to be
given {o other more suilable persons. In one case, whers & marriage
alliance had been forwally settled, and the bridegroom was afterwards
found to be suffering from leprosy, the Peishwa’s Government, iuterfered,
the betrothal was set aside, and the bride’s father was permiited
to give his girl to whom-so-ver he chose, It is also well-known that on
Sadasbivrso Bhau's ‘disappearance on the battle-field of Panipyt, his
wifo Parwatibai, who survived him, was allowed to retain all the insignia
of wifeshood, till the day of ber death, which took place in 1783,
twenty one yearsafter tho disappearance of hor husband, and the faneral
ritesof both the husband aud wife were perfermed together on her death,
This exhibition of chiva'rous regard for the feelings of the lady ia -
question is to be noted, specially becauses Kanojs Pretender had |
appearsd in the mesn-while and claimed to be Sadashivrao Bhag

himself, aud had to be put down after greab exartions by the
Peishwa's army. After being once put in prison, he had escaped
after some years’ confinement, and raised s robellion in the Konkan
which Was put down again in 1776, and he was sentenced to ‘be trodden
under foot by an elephant, Narayanrao Peishwa's widow was similarly
allowed to remsin without disfigurement for several yeats during the
time she survived her husband’s death, Though tha Selections are silent on
the point, it iz well-known thet the efforts, made by Parasharam Bhau
Patwardban, on behalf of his widowed danghter, to secure tho consent
ofthe Blahmins for her second marriage, found no opposition from
the Peishwa. DBut Bhau had to give up his idea under pressure of his
own female relations, .
. »

"As between casto and caste, the Peishwas held the balance avenly,

even when the interests of the Brahmin priests were affscted, Tho
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right of the Sonara to employ priests of their owa easts was upheld
against the opposition of the Poona Joshis, The clsim made by the
Kumbhars (potters) for the bride and the bride-groom to ride on
horse-back was upheld asainst the carpentars and blacksmiths who
opposed it The Kasars' right. to go in processions along the
streots, which was opposed by the Lingayats, was similarly upheld,
The right of the Parbbus to use Vedic formulas ia worship had indesd
beon questioned in Narayanrao Peishwa's time, and they were ordered
to use only Puranic formslike the Shudras. This prohibition was,
however, resented by the Parbhus,and in DojirmoIl's time the old
order appears to have beerr” cancelled, and the Parbhus were allowed to
have the Munja or thread coromony performed a3 befors, A Konkani
~Kalsl or publican, who hud been put out of his caste, because
he bad given his daughter in marrisge to a Gujarathi Kalal,
complained $o the Peishwa, and order was given to sdmit him into
easte, In the matter of inter-marriags, Balaji Bajirao set the example
by himself marrying the duu.ghter of a Doshastha Sowkar, named
Wakhar® in 1760, The Peishwas in Shahu's time issuod ordeus
‘prohibiting allinnees by way of matriages hbetween gacond cousins,
that is, the chillren of brothers and sisters, which practice seems then
to have been in vogme in Kok, and ia continued to this
day in many castes. Tho poiat to ba regarded in all theso iaatancea
is not to bo estimated by tho actual success achioved, but by the
fact that these mative ralers intercsted thomsolves i theso matters,
and showed considorable liberality io tho arders isanod by them to
correct existing social evils. The right of the Stale to mlerfr\m in
such mattors was broadly claimed in ons of these onlers, when it
was directed that whon the Subha had ordored the exclusion of any
person from Lis cast, the momboers of the easte -had no right to fako

on thomselves to sot the order aside without referonce to the
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Dewan, that is, to the flale orthe Contral Authorities, In the .
case of those castes, where ordmary pu mshment.s could not be inﬂxctod
by reason of theiz being Brabmins or othetvnse the suthonhen nndet_
the Peishwa showed  considerable’ sluIl in supplementnng the more
levient civil penslty by 'the employment "of religions penances
and fines, And it wasin this connection that the order notad abovo
wag issued. :

. These brief notices of the social regulationis attempted under the
Maratha rulers with'a view to promote the sdmission of converts, the
practice of inter-marrisge, the prohibition of the sale of girls, the enforce..
ment of temperance, their policy in permitting a second gift of girls ine
forwally married or engaged by force or fraud, the claim made by
them to control the action of the castes and their independence, and the
enforcement of equality in the treatment of different castes all these afford

* clear indications that socisl reform w3 not & subject sbont which the
Maraths and Brabmin ralers were indifferent, They strengthen the view,
which the late Hon'ble Mr. Justice Telang first advocated in his‘Glesnings
from the Bakhars' that fn thia yespect these ralors showed greater moral

, sonrage and liberality of esntiment than what peopleare at present dispos-
ed to give them credit for, and thnt tbe sdvantsges of English education
may well bs regarded ag too dearly purclmed ifour people, in this
veapect, show  more retrograde tendemey or greater wesknessof the
moral fibre than commended itself- fo our ancestors only & hundred
years g0, These notes on the Peishwa's Diaries may fitly conclude here,

The Civil, Criminal and Revenne administrationof the Peishwas
compares favorably with thet of the best Hindu ot Mahomedan yulers of
the time, It was wanting, cortainly, in the ligher statesman-ship of
Akbaror 8bivaji, and it had the germs of its owa dissolution implanted in

it. Its fall was doomed when it lost fouch of these bigher traditions, and -
it had to fight the race of life with a stronger power  Bot for the t.imo
it lasted, the Governmont of the country wee wisely and honestly
administered on the whols, exclnding, of courss, the periods when
intornal dissensions disturbed the publio peace. The hidden tendenclen
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of casto exclusiveness and sacerdotal pride soon began to manifest theme
welves, and to this wos joined an uiter incapacity to realize
{be claims of a higher civilization, anl to study the dovelopment of
arts and sciences, and the advantages of a liberal social polity,
snd a parer religion, Our failure to realizs this higher life brought
on the fisal collapsa long before any outside influences were brought
to ¢ yrate upon us, This seems to be the moral which the study of
these papers js fitly caloulated to teach the inquirer jato our past
history, and it will be well if all our writers and publicists would
take that lesson to heart and profit by it.
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