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PREFACE 

The idea of publishing my reminiscences originated 
on board the S. '8. Narkunda in December.1931, when my­
self and some other delegates to the ·Second Roun'd Table 
Conference were returning to India. One afternoon at 
lunch, Sir Cowasji Jehangir, Sir Purshottamdas Thakur­
das, Mr. G. N. Joshi and myself were talking about law 
and law courts and I narrated to them some of my expe­
riences and recalled certain notable occasions· on which 
the High Court and its predecessor the Supreme Court 
protected the liberty of the subject. My friends assured 
me that my reminiscences of the ·Bar would. be very in­
teresting and they desired that I should write them. 
When I reflected on the suggestion I felt 'that I could not 
confine myself to the :field of law and that my remini­
scences should extend to various other spheres of . public 
activity in which I had taken part for many years-the 
University, the . Municipal Corporation, legislatures and 
politics.· · · 

I soon realised the very arduous nat":l'e of the 
task for two reasons. I had no recorded diaries, nor 
any regular ' :file of letters and papers. It meant taxing 
my memory to recall incidents and experiences extending 
over a period of more than :five decades and fUrther there 
was the difficultY of verifying my recollections by 
reference to available records and other soprces. . I natu­
rally hesitated to ~ake up the wprk. But some of my 
friends prevailed upon me not to give up the idea. Mr. G. 
N. Joshi often reminded me about it and so did Mr. (now 
Justice) M. C. _Chagla. Sir Sajba Rangnekar as recently 
as 1941 very kindly offered to be my biographer 
if 1 furnished him with the relevant material. This was, 
of course impossible in view of the non-existence of con­
nected doc-gments or recorded notes. Therefore, the only 
alternative left was to attempt the task myself. I am 
conscious of the shortcomi.Jigs of the production under the 
circumstances and I crave the indulgence of the reader for 
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·the same. · I_t : has been _remaz:ked ,that writing remini­
scences can be a dangerous occupation. · I have scrupu­
lously- tried to avoid pitfalls arid it has taken me_ nearly 
two years to give effect to. the suggestion so kindly made 
by my friends. My narrative includes an unvarnished 
story of a busy and active life embracing different fields 
of activity apart from the legal profession and contains 
my own views of men and matters during the :rp.ost event­
ful and -exciting period of the history of the motherland. 
My consolation is that I pave always served my country; 
ac(!ording to my lights and without malice to any one. If 
the readers think that on the whole-:..barring inevitable 
and unconscious mistakes-! have produced a realistic and 
instrUctive record of my life I shall feel amply rewarded. 

I take this opportunity to thank several friends- in the 
various branches of the legal pr()fession who have assist­
ed ine in the verification of facts and events. Mr. G. N. 
Joshi waspartic~ly :helpful to me. My thankS 'are due 
to Mr. Frank Moraes of th~ Times. of Indui who went 
through. the te~um of correcting a part of the proofs. 

Last but- not least my grateful thanks are due to 
Mr. V. R. Bhende, ASsistant SecretarY- of the National 
Liberal ,Federation · but for whose devoted, sincere and 
intelligent help duririg the whole period of· the · prepara-

. tion· of -this volume, I would never ~have been able to· 
- produce it. 

Bombay, 
February 1, 1946 

yi 

C. H. SETALV AD 
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of. Commons-Re~eption to him -in Bombay and 
enroute to Lahore where he presided o:ver the 
Congress Session ....... 1906 Session , at. Calcutta.--:-
Surat session 1907-Ugly ·incide:rits-Nevinson'~ 
description-Madras session under new constitu­
tion-Split inthe Congress-Tilakahd his followers 
leave the Congress-Allahabad Session-Mr. Jinnah 
moves resolution on separate electorates-interces-
sion of the Aga Khan and Sir William Wedderburn 
for agreement between lfin4us an<l Muslims­
Willingdon requests Gokhale to prepare scheme of 
post-war reforms in end of 1914-Gokhale's death 
m , February 1915-llis political testament first 
published in 1917-1915 session in Bombay 
Pherozeshah .Mehta's death before session-Sinha 
presides.-Attempts of Tilakitestore-enter Congress 
-Mr. Gandhi attends Subject Committee as 
nominated member-The Muslim League. Session 
meeting in 1915-Intrigue to J>revent .. session 
being held-Willingdon's mtercession-dis~ 
turbance in spite of af'surance and session held in 
Taj Mahal Hotel-Home Rule League .started by 
~ilak and .later by Mrs. Besant-

Montagu-C~elmsford . Reforms Pp:' 286-298: 
. ' . 

Montagu's ·attack on Indian administration­
Memorandum of 19 members of .Imperial Council 
-1\lrs. Besant's agitation-Congress ·· League 
scheme.....;..assent to s~parate· electorates as a tem-, 
porary measure-uruted. Congress at Lucknow-

. Home Rule propaganda gains momentum-Intern• 
ment of Mrs. Besant-Declaration ot August 20,. 
1917-Mrs. 1Besant's release-Montagli's ·visit to. 
India-author's interviews withiMontagu-record 
in 1\lontagu's Diary-Publication · of Montagu• 
Chelmsford report-Congress ·rejection-Appoint­
ment of Committees under· Lord Southborough.....~ 
Views on Dyarchy-Author on Functions Com­
mittee-:-Reactions and views· of various Provincial 
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Governments-Reports of the Co~~n- · 
sideration by Parliamentary Comnuttee-South­
borough's criticism on attitude of Government of 
India. -

Martial Law in the PunjalJ:- · p· 298.318 
The Hunter Committee P· 

Disturbances in the Punjab-India's expectations -
unfulfiiled:_Introduction of Rowlatt Bills...:...keen 
a!!itation-Attempts by Sastri and others to induce 
~vernment to . postpo~e---Urianim.o~ view • o_f 
non-official legislatures tgnored-starting · !>f ~vii 
disobedience movement by Mr. Gandhi-First 
outbreak of violence at Delhi-enactment of Cri­
minal Law Amendment Act-Flare up in the 
Punjab-Punjab, under Martial Law-Appoint­
ment of Hunter Committee---Its personnel­
Author a' member-Its work-How firing was 
·ordered in Jallianwala Bang-various incidents-­
Enquiry at Lahore-Congress President's sugges­
tion for facilities for defence-author's suggestion 
to Gandhi-Punjab Government's attitude-Of­
ii.cial Witnesses admit atrocities and are un­
repentant-some say tliey would do it again­
Firing at Jallianwalla Bang-Crawling Order--:­
General Dyer's obstinacy-Homiliating and cruel 
orders on citizens-illtreatment of IndianS-con- · 
trolling their daily life in I;ahore civil area-Report 
of Hunter Commitf;ee...-Condemnation of firing at 
Jallianwala---difference of opinion among Indian 
and European members-Lord Hunter loses temper 
-complete rift between Indian members and 
Lord Jlunter---'-6eparate re~rts-Debate in Parlia­
ment-{!()ndemn:ation of idartiallaw administra­
tion-ilensure motion negatived in Commons­
debate in Lords and ac_cusation against Indian 
members of partisanship-Sinha's valiant defence 
-ilensure motion canied~criptions raised for 
~neral Drer-~aper cutting sent to Sit Chimanlal 
mth abusxve ep1thets-8pecial session of Con:!reSS 
(1920}-Change of creed-Jinnah leaves eoniress . 
-Anival of Prince, Jf Wales and disturbance i:Q. 
Bombay-Gandhi's appeal to hooligarui of Bom­
bay-Ahmedabad Congress-;-rejection of " inde­
pende~ce motion "-"-Representative Conference-­
Gan~. deb~ • Conference-Chauri Chaura_:_ 
-Gandhi s articles m "You11g India "-His t 
:and ~al-conviction and sentence---;..S~rre:f 
:SwaraJ Party by Motilal Nehru and C. R. Das. . 

i -
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1 Law Membership-Offer and Its Denial , ~- Pp. 318·321 
I • ~ \ 

. Letter from Sir. George 'Lloyd offering the post of 
additional ffigh· Court Judge-V:isit to' Delhi 
at invitation of Sir George ·Lowndes to discuss 
some legislation-Offer of Law Membership and 
expression Of willingness to accept· it-Author 
suggests name of 1\lr. N. M. Samarth f()r Bombay 
Executive Council-Acceptance of Bombay, Judge• 
ship-Lloyd's keeness for· Bombay being· repre• 

. sented on Viceroy's Council-Cable to Montagu-­
Letter to Viceroy and repudiation of· Sir George 
Lowndes-Lord Sinha's letter about the matter­
Bhupendranath's letter to Wacha. , 

> 

MEMBER OF .BOMBAY GOVERNMENT 322·338 
' 

Offer of appointment 8.s memberofBombayGovern.; 
ment and Montagus' desire in that matter-Justice 
Marten's congratulations-Handicaps of and mis­
conception regarding new constitution-:-1920 Elec-

. tions-Elected representatives' lacked public sup· 
po~-misconceived 1\linisters' position-interfer-: . 
ence of Governor in Ministers' adm.iilistration­
Bombay Minister's attitude-Governor Lloyd's out­
standing personality andautocraticmethods-Office 
of Vice-President;..:....discussion with Sir George Lloyd 
-appointment of Sir Ibrahim Rahimtl;llah-Sir 
Cowasji Jehangir's appointment-Bhulabhai sug­
gested for Bombay Executive Council-'-His in· 
ability to accept owing to wife's illness-Sir Chuni­
lal V.· Mehta's appointment-Personal friendship· 
of Sir Cowasji-Legal Department-defects in 
method of hearing appeals-Development Depart- , 
ment-Back Bay Reclamation idea-Shortage of 
living and office accommodation. in Bombay-Sir , 
George Buchnan as ' Consulting Engineer-sir 
Sassoon. David's offe-r-failure of dredging scheme 
-public and Government became panicky-En­
quiry Committee under Sir Grimwood Mears­
evidence of Sir Chimanlal defending the scheme 
-his anticipations have now been fulfilled-Mr. x; 
F. Narimaq's campagin against administration of 
Development Department-Harvey-Nariman 'de­
f~~;mation case-SukkUr Barrage Scheme and· its 
passage in the Legislative Council-critics con­
verted bytact and assurance that no foreign com• . 
pany had any interest in the scheme--Resignation 
from Bombay Executive Council-Letter of Sir 
~eorge Lloyd. · 
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Reforms in the Making·· · · · . . Pp. 339-352 
· Creation ofPyarchy under the Act of 1919-:-~ovi­

sion fo;r the appointment of a Roya~ Co:miWSS!!>~-
A ppointment of lluddiman . Comnuttee-llaJonty 
~d Minority Reports-The ·Simon Comm'!ssian- . 
ne81 object behind acceleration of the appomtment 
of the Commission-'-Birkenhead's letter to Lord 
Readuig-false • excuses . for excluding Indians­
Appointment of All Whit~ Commission in .19277 
Universal protest against it-1\Iass meetings. m 
Bombay-:-Jinnah~s statement-Tenth Session 
National Liberal Federation in Bombay..,..,..Condem­
nation of Composition of Simon (!om.mission-'-Com~ 
mission's touring India-Hostile ~eception every­
where-Legislative ·Assembly-resolves to boycott 
Commission-Indian Auxiliary Committee under· 
Chairmanship of Sir Sankaran. Nair-AlZ-Parties 
Conference at Bombay and Calcutta-ltlr. Jirinah's 
amendments-Two divisions in ltluslim League-
Se8sion of the· li~ League in 1929- · 

Round ·Table Conferences Pp •. 353-386 

Hailey's. definition of Responsible Government-
Lord Irwin's Statement-goal of 'India-attain-
ment ·of Dominion Status-'-Congress demands for 
attending . Conference-Launching of Civil Dis-
. obedience .llovement-Dandi. March-rioting and 
disturbances-:-lrwin's statement-First Round 
Table Conference-attt>mpts at communal settle­
ment in London-Joint electorates could have been 
secured-Great opportunity lost-Federation­
Princes announce. ·their intention of entering 
Federation-Second Rourilt Tohle Conferemt?r­
Mr. Gaf!dhi attern!s-Release of Congress leaders 
-Working Committee at Allahabad-Withdrawal 
of Civil Disobedience movement-Willingdon suc­
ceeds · Irwin-Atmosphere altered in Britain­
Labour Government replaced by Coalition Govem­
ment-:llr. Gandhi's · stay . in the East End­
Gandhi's acceptance of provincial autonomy-, 
Central resp?nsibilit~i to follow later-Prominent 
delegates ob)ec~-:~tter to the Prime 'Minister by 
them-Gandhi J.ommg-J aykar's reply to MacDo-­
na~ ·tlinn ~andhi's change of opinion-Conferen~e 
a:n. onty problem-Agreement between mino.. 
nties:;-presented to 1\lacDona.ld-Gandhi's reaction 
ti ~ 1!-nd separate electorates-.-Author's. sugges-

0 11' llahomed ~afrulla Khan_:.Disturbances 



in India-the Benthall circular-British statesmen 
exposed-:-The Communal .<!tward-Ramsay ·Mac 
Donald's Award-Gandhi's fast imto death · 
-Deputation to Gandhi-His Solution-Primary 
and Secondary elections-more seats given to 
depressed classes-Hindus of Bengal adversely 
affected-Sir Samuel Hoare's change · of plan­
Conference mrthod to be dropped-Strong protest 
in India-Sapru and Jayakar resign from the Con­
sultative Committ,ee...;....Strong protest in India­
Bombay meeting of the Round Table. delegates­
Third &mnd Table Conference-Inconvenient de­
legates eliminated-Dropping of Sastri and Chinta­
mani-Letters to Willingdon-Jinnah dropped­
Third Round ,Table Conference and White Paper 
-Joint Parliamentary Committee-Indian Dele­
gation-Unanimous demands of Indian delegation 
rejected-Government of India Act 1935-Fetters 
on Indian Legislature--Federation Sabotaged-

' Congress Takes Office Pp. 387·396 

· · New Elections-Viceroy's assurance to Congress­
Congress takes office--their, impatient zeal for a 
new heaven and new earth-encroachment on civil 
liberties-High Court ruling in Jame..Jamshed case 
.~Fascist tendency-Congress and the War­
Viceroy interviews Gandhi and Jinnah-Protest 
against-Invitation to 50 prominent · persons­
Congress policy of non-co-operation-Congress 
Ministries resign-S. 93 applied-the August offer 
-Congress rejection-Expansion of Viceroy's Exe-
cutive- Council. - . 

' 
· Cripps Offer and After Pp. 397-398 

The Cripps Offer-Quit India-Arrest and deten­
tion of leaders-Gandhi's fast in February 1943-
Resignation of three Indian Members of Viceroy's 
Council-Gandhi's release in May 1944--Congress 
responsibility for violence-Gandhi..Jinnah con­
versations. " · 

Simla Conference-Desal-Liaqat Formula Pp. 398-416 

The Simla Conference--Desai-Liaqat Formula­
Proposals and Congress climb-down-Failure of the 
conference--Fresh British Proposals-Long-term 
view-Congress Attitude--Zafrulla Khan's solu-
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tion and warning-Separate Electoratesf~a:= 
-Separate Nations theory-_Dange~~ion~ Solu· 
-Congress Parentage of Pakistan 
tion. · 

Political Deadlock 
Pp. 416-418 

Distrust of British inte~~ons-Distrust betwee~ 
Indian communities-Brttlsh Goverru;nent n?t .en 
couraging spread of education and md';ISt:J~a­
tion-Excise duty on mill products-In~amsa~on 
scheme of Army pigeon-holed-Flouting ~dian 
opinion fu enactment of Gove~men~ ~f I.J;tdia Act 
of 1935-Stringent Safeguards m BntlSh mteres~ 
-Rowlatt Act-Deplorable lack of states~anship 
and wisdom by Congress whe~ in _pow~r m pro­
vinces-blunders and unpractical Idealism. 

Sapru Conference Pp. 418-422 

NON-PARTY political Conf~rence conve~ed. in 
Bombay-Its resolutions for comple~ Indiams~­
tion of Viceroy's Council and declaration of India 
as a Dominion within a specified time-limit afte:r the 
war-Sir Chimanlal's criticisms at Conference-­
Omission of invitation for next meeting to Sir 
Chimanlal and Sir Cowasji-Sir Vithal N. Chanda­
varkar's protest-Conference ill-advised and futile 
-main features of Sapru Committee report­
Dr. Ambedkar's scheme of separate electorates­
perpetuation of separate elecorates deprives usher­
ing in of democracy-option to members of mino­
rities. to go on the general register-ultimate 
abolition of religion as bas"is of political parties. _ 

Political Parties Pp. 422-429 

1\luslim League-Its chequered history-Hindu 
Ma.hasabha-J ustice Party-The Liberal. Party­
lts founders on :Monta,.ctU-C~lmsford Reforms­
:Memorandum of the :Party-difference with Con­
gress-Non-co-operation in 1920-Liber~ 1 Federa­
tiot?- • comes in~ ~eing as ~parate and distinct 
political orgamsation-Its atms for national unity 
and sel.f-gov~mmen~-Its .record of work-Points 
from S1r Chimanlal s Prestdential address in 1928 
and 1937. ' 
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Part VII. 
Political Miscellany . 
Racial and Colour Discrimination ' Pp.· 433·442 

Ra.nade incident in the train...._Author's 'experienc~ 
with·Mr. Giles in first class compartment-Incident 
at Wathar Station with two European passengers 
-Sir James Monteath's claiming Mahableshwar as 
preserve. for Europeans Indian Guest .at Maha­
bleshwar Club-Open: Letter by author to . Lord·­
Willingdon 'llrging him not to accept. the hospita .. 
lity of the Byculla Club-A~ian Club's rule against 
entry of any Britisher in the Club:-7amendment of 
rules of Byculla Club-Sir , Claude Hill's severe 
criticism of such discrimination in hi!>· " Remi- · 
niscences ". 

Some Viceroys : · Pp. 443-45() 
Lord Cur~n.:_his lmperi~listic attitude . towl!l'ds. 
India-Stern administrator-Burma incident and 
severe action against military officers--:-Curzon fond 
of pomp and pageantry-partition of . Bengal­
University Act-TKitchener and Curzon contro·-~ 

. versy-Curzon's resignation-Lord 1\linto-succes~ 
sion to stormy heritage-:-Repressive legislatiorl' 
and scheme of reforms-Legislative Councils get 
wider powers and appointment of Indianmember 
to Executive Councils in provinces and· Centre--.­
Harding.e-his. progressive views_;_bomb . thrown 

· at. him in Delhi-Bombay University. confers 
honorary degree, on him-Chelmsford-surprise of 
his being appointed Viceroy-Chelmsford-interest. 
in Montagu reforms,-Enactment of Rowlatt Act 
and happenings in the Punjab-his appreciation 
on Sir Chimanlal's public work at a dinner i:tl 
1926-Reading-his first visit as runaway from 
home-his brilliant career at Bar-Reading's inter­
"'(iews with Gandhi and Ali Brothers-meeting at 
.dancing school-Irwin-arrival \n Bombay on Good 
Friday-devout Christian-Dandi march-:-Vithal-. 
bhai Patel's .misdirection-country-wide, boycott 
of Simon Commission-author's correspondence 
with Irwin--:-Irwin's efforts resulted in convening 
Round Table Conferences. 

Governors Pp. 450-462 
Temple-Indian Civil · Serviceman appointed· 
'permanent Presidency Governor-:-his all'ti Indian 
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attitude-Fergusson-his encouragement to educa• 
tion-new colleges established-Reay-a strong 
administrator-prosecut~on o~ Crawf?rd-t~ok 
keen interest in Uniyersity a~arrs-;-pubhc meetmg 
to record appreciat10p of h1s. reg1me .and .bronze 
statue erected-Harris-keen mterest I~ crl'cket-;­
Elected element in Legislative . Counclls-Harr1s 
impatient with elected members-S.andhurst­
severe famine in Gujarat and plague m Bombay 
and Poona_;_Panicky measures adopt~d-murder 
of Rand and Ayerst at Poona-detent10n of Natu 
brothers-Tilak's writings in Kesari-his prosecu­
tion - Sandhurst's unpopularity - superstition 
about his name-presentation of gold-topped 
whip to Jockey I~rahim-;-Ibrahim's ill-luck-t~e 
ordeal to exorcise evil fortune-Sandhurst s 
friends and admirers erect statue-Northcote­
significant and sleepy person-staff ~onspire to 
get rid of" his boon companion-funny speech 
at Rajkot-Lamington-mild temperament and 
unable to control officials-resignation before time 
<>n account of Lady Lamington's illness-Lord 
Sydenham-a clever, hardworking and strong 
Governor-Death of his wife and daughter and 
his second marriage in Bombay-Enactment for 
licensing race horses-Pherozeshah Mehta's speech 
in Council-Willingdon-Lady Willingdon's popu­
larity-personal relations with author very friend­
ly-their work. for war-public meeting for orga­
nising war effort-Tilak's conditional support­
Tilak not allowed to speak-protest against 
treatment to Tilak-Bhulabhai's resignation from 
Home Rule League-Public meeting to record 
approval of his administratiQn strongly opposed 
by Jinnahand Horniman-Willingdon's support to 
provincial autonomy-letter to Sir Chimanlal_;_ 
Lloyd-strong and hardworking administrator­
Back Bay Recl!lmation and Sukkur Barrage two 
great undertakings <>f Lloyd-His invitation to 
author to visit Cairo when he was High Commis~ 
sioner in Egypt-Indian Governors-Lord Sinl·a's 
~ppointment-non~appointment of Indian Exe~u­
tlve ~ouncillors as Govtrnors-European Civilians 
~ppomted under Act of 1985 position ms de more 
mco~gruous-:-Gove~nors should be chosen from 
publ!c men m Indta and England-appointment 
of S•r. Chand'!llal Trivedi-a civilian_:_Sir Rama· 
swamt Mudahar would have been good choice. 
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Indian Members of Parliament 
. Desire of Indians to get elected .in i.Ilterests of' 
India-Lal·l\lohan. Ghose's speeches in support of 
John Bright-W. C. Bonilerjee's S:ttempt-Dada­
bhai 'Naoroji's success--8alisbury's prejudice 
against J)adabhai-his work in Cominons--sir 

·1\1. .. Bhavnagree-his election to Cominohs · as 
. Conservative candidate-his unpopularity with 

progressive Indians-resignation of Sir Pherozeshah 
and Sir Chimanlal from Orient Club-Sir William 
Wedderburn's question in Commons regarding · 
expenditure of Indian States'in lrtdia and England 
-publication. 'of author's letter showing what 
sums. Bhavnagree was drawing from Bhavnagar 
State by way' of pension, allowance etc.-Bhav.: 
nagree's opponent makes best use of this publica­
tion-~haVIlagree's threat to sue Sir Chimanlal­
Shapurji Saklatwala in Commons and Lord Sinha 
in Lords. · · 

The Press. Pp. ~65-471 

The ·Times 10f India and Bombay Gazette--:­
Tw<! English dailies in Bombay in 1880-Time~ ,of 
Indw. and Bomba1J Gazette...:....J. N. Maclean Editor 
of Gazette· was outspoken critic of bureaucracy 
and a progressive 'Liberal-Curwen, Editor Times 
of India was protagonist of bureaucracy;.....oe·ary 
purchases Gazette and supports Reay in his pro­
lndianpolicy-Curwen1s criticismof Reay's regime 
cabled to London-Bennett of Gazette joins Times 
of India-Gazette loses its popularity ·and suspends 
publication in 1914-Bennett's editorship of Times 
of India shows .a liberal policy ·but . under his 
successor Lovat Fraser Times goes back -to . old 
policy-Fraser eccentric-Stanley Reed his succes­
sor adopts a sympathetic policy-Advocate !If India 
started in 1886-Under Gordon it pursued an anti· 
Indian policy-W. A. Chambers starts Champion 
for advocating Indian interests-Induprakash and 
Native Opinion weeklies-Birth of· Bomb~y Chrd· 
nicle-Horiliman as first editor-divergence 
between Horniman and Board of Directors­
agitation against Directors and their resignation­
later history of Chronicle-Indian Daily· Mail 
llolsinger-Chintamani-Natarajan and Wilson 
~a Editors-paily Mail ceases publication in 198~ • 
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Part VIIL· 

Travels Pp. 475·481 

First· visit to Europe .in 189i.-At ~on~ Car~o 
with Rustoin K. R. Cama-sight-seemg m P8l1S 
-meeting an American with his~-da~h~ 
-VISit to Court of Cassacion which was reVIewmg 
Dreyfus Case-Stay in London at Grand Hotel 
-meeting Dadabhai-Wedderburn and Hmne­
Cama and Chimanlal made honorary members of 
National Liberal Club-Gordon Hewart (later 
Lord Hewart. Chief Justice) editingweekly"lmlia" 
-meeting Joseph Baptista at Cambridge--1910 
visited Europe ~aa.in--.-interview with Lord Morley 

· -third visit in 1926-visiting Paris, Vienna, 
Monte Carlo and Nice-:-1927 Europe revisited in 
connection with Jamnagar's Bed.i Port question­
VISited Istambul-Startling .reformation in Turkey 
-VISit to Germany-Beer Cellar at Muni_ch_,; 
Interview with Mu.ssolini in Palace Venezia­
Mussolini's habit of stanrung when his visitor sits 
-Italian press dictated-VISited Bad Gastine, 
famous watering . place--met Lord. Zetl~~ Lo­
thian, Reading, Irwin in England-1936 visit to 
Europe-:-1937 visit to Jap~apan's industrial 
progress-religion dres not enter in politics­
Japan's judicial system-:-Japan's mistake in en-
tering the war. - · 

Part IX._ 

Indian States and. Rulers Pp. 485-514 
'!ork for ~dian States in 'Rrofessionai t'ap~ty.....,.. . 
Nawanagar State-Bedi Part dispute-Jamsaheb 
Ranjitsinghji's acquaintance before his ascending . 
Cadi-Conference at Abu· attended by author 
and Lalji Naranji-deadlock. in regard to financial 
~m.ents-Jamsaheb's letters appreciating_ 
Sir ~al's services to the State-Jamsaheb's 
JD.em.onal to Secretary of State for India-his 
holise on ~VJSit to Jamsaheb's estate in 
lreland-pl~t s~ ay there--1926 Augw;t­
Septembel:-~VlSlt to Dublin and met:ting Tim 
Heal~, ~ernor General of Southern Ireland-· 
COnstitutional reforms for Nawanagar State 
~afted by author-CUTCII STATE-cOntact .th 
the late Maharadhiraj Xhe ·• his .. WI 
llorvi and Cutch dis tes-:.?&rJ..._, ability-

pu :.~:resent Ruler Vijay-
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rayji f'rieodly- GO~"'D.AL ST.ATE-~er­
Gondal railway dispute--mrt:hor's seniees eDaa&g­
ed-Uoyds'- refusal to grant extension of time and 
final ordas in fuour of Gondal-enmplary ad­
ministration-personal simplicity and unassum­
ing manners-lloyd ordas hro golden chairs 
-llahaJaja's :reply-N.ABH.l.-Cbm:ges ~aainst 
the llaharaja of Nab~t of India 
orders pa)'lllf'llt of 50 l.al.:hs oompensation to 
Patiala by Nabba.-l!aharaja abdicares-I..ater 
hpt in Kodaikana1--llaharaja en,~~ anthor 
but all attempts fail owing to l!ahaJ:aja"s obsti­
naey--Sarojini DeTi, a~ eapah1epen;on-Under 
her guidance her S'OD.. present :Haharaja is doing 
well-third llaha:rani's 'risit to :Bombay-embar-­
rassing situation a-rerted tadfoily-R.\RODA­
clw:ge against llaharaja 1l.alh.m:rao Gaikwer of 
poisnDing British Resident-Maharaja Sayajirao 
put on. Ga.cfi.-.insist on re:moval of shoes by 
I:ndi.ans-A:uthor :ref'uses to be presented---later 
friendly reJation.s-JlJNA.GADH and Pberoms1iab 
)~ for that Stat:e--oonfiscation of pro­
perties of Naib Dewan Purshottamrai Zala­
DHAR.lliPVR-present Rnler"s father ·engaged 
author's serrices-Presmt Ruler a man of simple 
habits and . expert musician-Dhanunpur family 
belongs to Sisodia Rajputs,hi.,ahly honourro among 
Rajputs--C.AliB.AY-Nawab Saheb a _channing 
person-author ~oaged by State for Port question 
-P.A.I.IT.\..~-Dispute between State and the 
Jains regarding Shatrunjaya hill-Author engaged 
by Jains smieah1e settelment-GWALIOR-late 
llaharaja ~.A.uthor"s friendship with 
Scindia of Gwalior-Presmt Maharaja progressive 
-UD.llPCR-Serious dispute between hro sects 
of Jains for putting up new Db:laja Darul­
appointment of Commission of enquiry-Sir Chi­
manlal appeus for Swetamhar Jains and llr. lL A.. 
J"mnah for J>i..oambar Jains--Commission reported 
in 1935--German Cou:Dt staying in Udaipur Guest 
House desen"'bed as German CameJ-...-IMJR.\1 ... 
KAR.!...~-its founder-Acquaintance of author 
with N Chief of Jcbbalkaranji-member 
Bomba~tke Council-adoption disputes 
-HYDER \B \D (Decran)-interriew 'lrit:h 
B. E. B. the N"mml-Very progressh;e State­
.MYSORE-Its Progress CaunT:f Waren dis­
pute-Author engaged by llysore-e:mieable settle-· 
ment-euthor's contact with the late llaha:raja 

srrii 



. of Mysore and Sir Mirza lsmail-TRA V ANCORE 
and COCHIN-Travancore very progressive under 
present Maharaja, his mother and Dewan Sir C. P. · 
Ramaswami lyer-MORVI-friendly relations 
with present and past Ruler • 

.Attachme,!ltof States ' - Pp. 515-517 

Salute· States in Kathiawar and smaller States­
Executive order of Crown representative April 16, 
1943 attaching smaller states to Baroda and to 
larger states in Kathiawa.:r-orders challenged by 
Bhadwa,-;..S~al Full Bench of the Kathiawar 
Judicial Commissioner's Court held orders tdtra­
vires---Author appeared for Bhadwa-Parliament-
ary legislation-present step affects all states big 
and st;na.U-competence of. Parliament to legislate 
-.-subJects, of smaller states would prefer to· be 
attached to British India rather than to . states 
where personal rule still prevails-People of attach-
ed states not consulted-Future of Indian States 
518-519. 

~ncluslon .Pp. 520-521 



.ILLUSTRATIONS 

AUTHOR 

LETTER FROM PRINCIPAL WORDSWORTH 

PARENTS ••. 
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~·CONCLUSION 

~ 't .. • • " • 

~ .) . ' 

. .. .J -\. '. 

My task is done. As the title of the book implies, I have 
narrated my recollections of facts and events in the spheres 

- of law, politics, legislatures, education and local self-govern, 
m~t in wliich I have. played my part for more than fifty 
years, and ·my reflections on such f~cts and events. With 
the -latter some of my readers will agree and others might 
disagree· but 'r can assure all that . those reflections are the 
'result o'f honest convictions and. balanced. thinking. If this 
volume· helps the younger generation to form a correct 

. estimate of events and to guide their thoughts in the righfi 
· directions, I shall feel amply repaid. 

What a marvellous change has come over Indian 
thoughtS and. :vieWs :during ibis long period. I remember 
in the eightees of.the laSt century, sitting on the verandah 
of my house at Ahmedabad,' hearing two persons in the 
street. vehemently argui.D.g regardi.D.g some business dispute 
that had ari.sen between them; One .said to the other: "You 
cannot get away with it. like that. Remember there is no 
longer Peshwa · rule here,· it is the rule of the· British 
Queen." ' This was symbolical Of the faith· people had iri 

, those days in British justice.·· Leaders of the Indian 
National Congress till as late as- 1915 talked of the British 
connection p.s a benign dispensation -of Pr0vi£Ience. Now 
we are in the days of slogans like "Quit India" and ''Quit . . . 
Asia." . ~ . 

· Wise state~anship oTMa~Uiay and ·EJphinstone who 
dreamt of the proud day for Eng~dJ when India would 

;.demand and be given self-government gave place to narr~­
ness of vision and subordinatio~ of Indian interests to Bri­
~ intereSts as ·reflected in the administration and the 
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CONCLUSION 

Government of India Acts of 1919 and 1935, creating as their 
sequel the demand for the comple~e. severance of the British 
connection. 

India is determined to be free within the British. 
Commonwealth if she is accorded an honourable place in 
it, or without it if that is the only alternative }eft to her.: 
It is distinctly in the interests c;>f India that she should r~. 
main in the Bn"'tisb Commonwealh with fUll freedom like · 
that enjoyed by CaD.ada and Australia. This' is so because 
India would take considerable time to build up adequate 
naval and air forces and in the meantime it is to her advan­
tage to have the protection of the Commonwealth navy an~ 
Air .arm. .. • . 

Unfortunately, however, the unity among all the Indian 
peoples that existed at one 1ime and gave .fair promise of 
continuance has given place to distrust and anatagonism. 
between different seCtions ·and cdJn,munalism has given -
place to nationalism. One shudders to think of the ulti-· 
mate consequences of this state of things.· The. cau5es,of 
this unfortunate position and the-possible ways of resolving 
it have been referred to in previous pages. . -

One can only pray that Providence will give wisdori4 · 
tolerance, spirit of adjustment and compromise and states­
manship to those in whose bands the shaping of India's 
future destiny lies and that India in the fast changing world 
will occupy the position and influence in the . counsels of 
the World Federation to be, that her history, cuture and 
noble traditions entitle her to. · 
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