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PUBLISHER'S NOTE 

The volume that is now presented to the public 
marks another addition to the series of collections of 
Gandhiji's writings and utterances on various subjects, 
and contains all that he has said or written on the 
Indian States' problem during the last twentyfive 
years. Part II contains full texts of important docu
ments referred to by Gandhiji, and also writings of 
others which are supplementary to his own and 
which were originally published with his approval. 
The arrangement of the articles in chronological order 
possesses an obvious advantage in that it enables the 
reader to study the various stages of the evolution 
of Gandhiji's views in their proper historical perspec
tive and in relation to the situations and events 
with which he had occasion to deal from time to 
time. The book thus becomes, to some extent, a 
history of the movement in so far as it was guided 
by Gandhiji, and several of the events have beco111e 
like so many landmarks in the movement for 
responsible government in Indian India, which 
essentially is part of the larger struggle for Indian 
freedom. The interest of the book, however, is not 
confined to the merely historical, because all that 
Gandhiji has said on this subject as well as others 
emanates from a ceaseless pursuit of those cardinal 
principles to the search and furtherance of which his 
life is dedicated, and which provide the springs of 
all his actions and form 'the basis of the guidance he 
has offered to the country all these years. The 
subject with which this collection deals is still a 
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live question, and those who are trying to tackle it 
will find much in the following pages which can 
illumine their path for a long time to come. 

We regret to say the book has been in the press 
for a very long time. But the delay has been 
compensated for by the fact that we have been able 
to make the collection complete by adding Part III 
which contains all his recent writings till the time 
that the publication of Harijan was suspended in 
November last. 

His latest pronouncement on the subject is 
contained in his brief foreword to Shri Pyarelal 
Nayar's articles on The Status of Indian Princes, and 
represents his final word on the subject. The warning 
therein given to the participators in the triple sin 
will remain for all time. Here are those words : 

"The following seven chapters are a result of Pyarelal's 
deep study of the status of the Princes of India. They 
should have been published in pamphlet form long ago, 
and would have been but for my preoccupation. The 
writer is himself behind gaol walls. Therefore they are 
being published as they were written. They are an 
evergreen. They give to the busy public worker or student. 
in a compact form, an idea of the status of the Princes 
of whom there are nearly six hundred. The chief merit 
of the pamphlet is that it contains nothing but what is 
taken from authentic records. The existence of this 
gigantic autocracy is the greatest disproof of British 
democracy, and is a credit neither to the Princes nor to 

the unhappy peop1e who have to live under this undiluted 
autocracy. It is no credit to the Princes that they allow 
themselves powers which no human being, conscious of 
his dignity, should possess. It is no credit to the people 
who have mutely suffered the loss of elementary hurpan 
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.fr~edom. And tt is perhaps the greatest blot on British 
rule in India.. But we are too near the event to realize 
.the falsity called ·"Princes' India." or "Indian India.". 
The system wiU break under its own intolerable weight. 
My humble non-violent effort is to induce all the three 
;parties te wash the triple sin. Even one of them can 
.take the decisive ste39 and it will affect all. But it will 
be glorious if the three to~ether realize the enormity of 
.the sin and by a .combined effort wash it." 

15-3-1941 
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