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Preface

The essays brought together in this volume touch upon certain
important figures and aspects of the nationalist movement in
India in the closing years of the nineteenth and first half of the
twentieth century. Some of them were contributed to seminars:
on the partition of India convened by the London School of
Oriental and African Studies; on Gandhi, by the American
Association of Asian Studies; and on “Socialism in India’ by the
Nehru Memorial Museum and Library, New Delhi. Friends,
whose opinions I value, feel that these papers, though originally
written for fellow historians, would be of interest to a wider
audience. ‘Gokhale’s Year of Decision’ appeared in the Journal
of Indian History in 1965. The ‘Social Thought of Gokhale’ was
the text of a lecture delivered during the following year. The
biographical sketches of Gokhale and Motilal Nehru were
occasioned by their centenaries. ‘Jawaharlal Nehru as a Writer®
is an amphﬁed version of an article contributed to the Hindustan
Times in 1966.

Though these essays vary in their origins, they pertain to a
period in which I have had a long-standing'interest; indeed, they
are by-products of larger projects. They will, I hope, be of interest
not only to students of Indian nationalism, but also to the general
reader. The men and events discussed in this book are not really
so remote from our times, nor are they so unconnected with each
other as they may appear to be at first sight. The Gandhi-Nehru
partnership exercised a momentous influence on the course of
Indian history. The partition of India was a traumatic experience
for the people of the Indian sub-continent, the understanding of
which should have a liberating effect on the minds of men.
Gandhi, Gokhale and the Nehrus were contemporaries, who had
not a little to do with each other. The two Nehrus and Gokhale,
with their rational and secular outlook, should be of special
interest to a generation still struggling to shake off the burden of
the past.

I must acknowledge my debt of gratitude to the India Office
Library for use of the papers of Lords Hamilton, Elgin, Curzon,
Lansdowne and Morley; to the National Archives of India for the
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Gokhale Papers; to the Nehru Memorial Museum and Library
for the Nehru Papers; and to the Gandhi Memorial Museum for
the Gandhi Papers.

Grateful acknowledgment i is made to the following for per-
mission to reprint material used previously ...

The University Press of Hawau '(An abridged version of ‘Gandhx
and Nehru’ appeared in the Meanings of Gandhi edited by Paul
F. Power). .

The Director, Indian Institute of Advanced Study, Simla. (‘Rele-
vance of Gandhi’ appeared in Gandhi: Theory and Practice,
Social Impact and Contemporary Relevance edited by S. C.
Biswas.)

Allen & Unwin (‘Nehru and Partition of India’ appeared in
Partition of India edited by C. H. Philips and M. D. Wainwright.)

The Statesman Ltd, Calcutta. (The biographical sketch of Gopal
Krishna Gokhale appeared in the Statesman in May 1966.)

The Hindustan Times Ltd, New Delhi. (An abridged version of
‘Jawaharlal Nehru as a Writer” appeared in the Hindustan Times
in 1966.)

B. R. NANDA
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