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[Enclosure No. 1 to Railway Board's Report, dated the_ 4th July 1908.] 
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INDIAN RAILWAYS. 

ABSTRACT RETURNS OF ACCIDENTS DURING THE TWri~LVE 
MONTHS· ENDgD r_rHE 31sT DECEMBER 1901. . ' 

8, G. P,J.-UIII B. B.-:IH-()8.-1,000, 



AHSTRAO'l' No. 1. 

. GENERAL TOTAL, . 

l fpERBON~'reported, during the TWELVE MONTHS ended the 31st December 19071 ns KILLED 
l!ll£RO 'on. ALL RAILWAYS open for TRAFFIO in INDIA. distinguishin" between PA.SSENGERS INJURED- . • • o t 

or ILW'AY sERVANTS and OTHER PERSONS; and d1strnguishing also, in the case of the two former 
B~ 9 between ACCIDENTS caused by ACCIDENTS to TRAINS, ROLLING•STOCK, PERllA.NENT•WAY

1 owsse • h • th • 
and ACCIDENTS appemng o erw1se. etc., 

Sr.NDUD OlUGB MBTBI GlUGB 
LINES. tiNJ:I. SucUL Toru lLL ouau. 

O!'t'GI LINBI. 

Killed. Injured. Killed. Injured. Killed. lDjured. Killed. Injured. 

-- ---------1----1----

S!INGEIII-

From acoidents to trains, rolling-stock, permanent-
way, etc. • • • • • 

• •' 

By aooidents from other canaes, inc!uding ac~i­
dents from their own want of caut1on or m1s· 

45 

conduct • • • • • • • US 

UiNTI:-

From accidents to trains, rolling-stock, permanent• 

136 

330 

way, etc. • • • • · • • . • 3.1. 85 

By ·accidents fr~m other causes, including acci· 
dents from their own want of caution or mis· 
conduct • • • • • • • 311 411 

-

Uta PIRSONS :- 1 

Whilst passing over railways at level-crossings • 32 27 . 

Trespassers . . . . . . 626 184 

Suicides . • • • . . . 148 6 

22 125 

6 29 

89 181 

10 17 

• 

290 114 

40 1 

... 

1 

6 

... 

3 

1 

• • 

... 

... 

45 150 

160 459 

6 40 1110 

4 405 M6 

51 44t 

5 919 ~03 
• . 

• 

189 7 

' ~liscellaneoua, not included in either of the above 22 161 13 18 ... 2 35 311 

I 
I h--- I I . I I 

1,&65 
ToTAL ·11,3-1-61 1,195 478-- 419 10.1 21 1,834 

I 
~ ---- - D 



Nu•anolr .. soNanported,duriogthe'tWBLVIMONTBBeDded tbe Blat D-mber 1907, aa KILL&D or Alllffh 1 
PAISINGIR81 R&ILWU IIBRVJ.IITI and OTBia PIRIO~B and I IM~uaau iol 

• • 0 uaifyiu~, 11 ~ 

aAIL\VolY, '. 

I' fl' , •• ,,. I 

- ' 
1 Btapl·llagpur(ll), •.•. II 1. .. 1 .••• :.[1 .. 111181 1 1111 I II ... r 1 1 ... 
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Central Jadla (6) • " I ... ... 11 ~ .......... [ 4 l~... .. li Ill' II ll8 ... ... "' .... .. 

: :::-.:.::;':"": ,; ;,·,; : j :;: :;~;; :r: ~ ;,:: 'r :r: ~ ·;: 
I Gr•t ladiaa PftlaR'Ia ... 8 ... ... II [I 1. ... ... ... 8 IH[ ~ 1 115 19,1& 87 l ... 11 f ... 

I ladiaa Mi4Jand (II) i • i U ... l ... ,.. , .... ., I i 15 ... .. l II 8 111 ' 6 ,., I .. 

...... ...... ~ ... ···--

' 

... Ill 

... 1 2 1 l 
'" I "' ...... . 

... I I ... . •••• 
I ! 

... ... -1 ........ 

... .. ... ... 8 ,, "' . 
•· I 7 llaolru(o) • • ! • ... I ...... 1 a 1 II ...... [l 8 ... ... j 11 4 11 1 • 1 .... 1 .. .. •. I ... 1 . 

'-... •• 1 .. 1 ... ... . ...... .. 
! 

1 lllum'a oaa-Maol 
ltah (/) • ; ........ .. ... ... ... ... .•. 1 ... . ..... ••• .•• 1 ...... . 

I NorUa W•loniBtale (g) & Ill I I 4'1 11 .. ,1811141 8 89108. "16! 120 61 1818 ... 16 4718·1 .. ,. 

10 Oadb aad llo~U· 
lrhand Stale (A) : , ... a . I l 8 

. . .. ... ... . 
• 

-1 .•.••••• 

.......... 
1 11 ... 

.. 1 • 

. • 18! 8 ~ a 1 ... ... . ... ... 1 ... ' ... I. 

=~'j- ·-- -J·--~~] 
• ~ i88jt~ 'ii 16(2< 12 I • 1-~J-81-~2-67-t1-ll U as aao Us .08 M 85 liC 88 ... 8 6 t 11 83 a 81' 

Pnvioua Jear • • Hll 1111 1819 11 e .... 617use:1~ ••illl j2691aoB86 U 89 111 88 8 1 1 e 'I a. 1 9
1 

-1-- r-· -I- . 1-t-':"' -1-1--1-1--~"",--1-r· 

r ,,., •• , .. 
11 ~ID·BtDpl 

18 Bengal and 
.Waotam-

• 

Nortlo. 

Tlrhoo\ ooellon , } 
CompaDJ'• .. • .. ••· 

. ....... . ... ... .•. . .. 

....... ... ... 

I ... ... ... .•. .. .... . ..... 1 ... ······ ...... , 

I 

1 ... 
I 1 1,.., ... l 

l' Boopl D_,(t) 

........... 114 ... 1111 1111, ... 

............ 1 ..... !... 1 ... 1 ... . .. 
I ' 

• 
16 Bhatn~o~~~r·Gonclol•Ja­

Dopd-Porballdar (I) • .,. 

18 B...,.. • . 
17 C:a..,.pon.Barhwal . . .. 
18 lleogbur • • , 

"' ..... . 

... ... ... ... ... .. .......... '"'I 8 

4 1 1 , 1 ... 8,,, ... I 18 .. . 

... ... '"! ................... , ..... . 
18 Dlbra-Badiya (a) 

.,. • .. I ..... "' • "' .. , ..... . 

. .. ... . ... ~ ... .•. .. . ... ... ..• .. . 

'" :.. ••· ••· ·•· ••• ••• ... •.•• ••• . •• ···I 

! 
. .. ......... ! 

• 8 1 1 •. ... ... .. ... ... ... ... ... I ... . I ... 
... 4 88 4 17 I 8 8 '1 "' ... I 1 ... .. ...... . 

I I ... ... ... ... 1-oo .. . ... ... ... ... . .. ~.... ... ... ... ... ... . . ...... . 

::. ::· ::: ::: ::: j: :::, ::: ::: ::: .::I ::· ::: ... . ... ... . 
10 lio"roBoo~ISiiale(o) .: a ....... ~ ...... , ... a' 1 ....... 1 8 8 8' 1 1, .................... '" ... .. 

I ' I , I . 1--- -·--J--IIH-r··-...:.. -I- ---1.---·---
Curioolotor ' I il I! I li1812J ... I 

• 1 l 1 ... [4 ... a ...... tlj "·-! 1 11 a 12 && ', u 1:- 4 'I· "==--'---" 
(., lntaudh11 lbt Jubba1poyr..Qon~ U.\n.a- II 

hnoJla.au.ht -•· onrlohlooJ, .... ~ Llcbt, 
(1.) • , 8odbn~Batlam-N:d!,. "i:' .......... u8~~~~J!:.!.~rau,.J rallware. 

I D
Cambay n.•lwa1a, .,..... '".__..)[,dlra Ad.~ 

(• • ••bt-Umt.ltaa•••• .. lotlt'- M _ .. 
(4) • Ut ... belhl tho"- as~o-. •• 1 

11 -TaY'--uftllw.JI. 
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1
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,l•;h;;uviLLING of T&U~B· or tbe l<lfDtlvsi<IENTI of 'I'II:IUOLI~ ~ed tehxchlSivelr upou &.LlLWU~, diotingui.hin:: botw~u• 
11 . bl the nature ana causes o 1e A.OO DIIV'l:S occastonu,~ e DBATB. or IN1UB.T. 
~~cues e, 
~ •>THP!K!. 
i~~n 

I I 

l.'i..6: ~·.:· ... 
I 1. 1: 311 4 . I 

/· . 31 81' 117 1 3 

I 2 816
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1 & 1 1 
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4 

ABSTtt I 
NUliiiU of PERSONS f<IIOI'ted, during the TWEI.VB UONTBS ended the 31st December }907, as KILLED A .. 

• PA981tN<lERS, RAILWAY SERVANTS and OTHER PERSONS and c] 'f . 0l1Nlu,ll 

. . 
"' I 
!i • 

PA~~ENGEilS, 

' ass, Ylng, ., f..'; 
' 

:i 
Serial 

Number. B.f.IJ,W,"'· • • ; 
.; 

t .. 
• .. 
l 

1 :; 1 ] 1 j 11 ~ /t ~ 1 ~ 1 ~ i ] II~ d 1

1 
tr ~ ~ ~ i ~ 1 ! lt-"'-r-.!;-:..:w,L:..:·+w7..:~:.r"'="J..:~:.,t~:::~:,t~:t:~:.::_l; · 

1124812 65 '~',Is ... 2121 211 .. k 
! 1 ~lh 

----~------------1 

= 

11 

23 
u 
2& 

26 

17 

28 

29 

so 
81 

82 

83 

84 

85 

rroughL ronu.rd 

S' :31" go~tge-ooncld. 

HJder•bnd·Goe~avo.ri 
V,alley • 

Jo.U.pur.Biknner-(11) 
.loclbpur IIPrtion •• ( 

Uikaner u 5 
Moni • • 

7 11 ... 4 .. 3 ..... 1139 ... 

3 1 

. 

- -- - --- -· -- -----·- -- ______ .__ 

... ... •· 

II 
'' 

. I l l 8 
. 

l 7 l 1 

R•jputana·!llal•·• (b) 
Uohilkllnd ant1 Ku,uaon 
Luckuow• Bare illy 

3 l l 2 89 ...... 4 40 4 48 1 7 1 2 .. 1 1 ... I 

1ection, Compan:f• 
•ect iou • • • 

~oulh Indian (a) l 1 

Soulbotn Mahralla ( 4). .. 

Ud•ipur·Chitor • 

'fOTAL 

. Previous year . .. ... .. 
.. •. ~ .. 

tSp•cird ga11l"· • 
Bt.r8tet-B~tllrha.t • 

Light (2' 6')' • • 

Uarti Light (Z' 6") 
ltukhtiarr.ore-

Jiobar Lighl (¥' 6") • 

Cooch Bobar (2' 6") 

Cutch (2' 6") 

<laolr.war'o D•hlooi (2' 6") 

Kalko·Sim\a (2' 6") 

... 14 2 1 

2'5814 

s ... 

1 8 I 8 

1 .. 

... s 20 .. 

1 6 

... 18109 ... 

47 ... 119832 

1 . 

... .. .. 
1 ... 

l .. I ... 6 1 ..... 

24 4 23 

'l. b 

4 

l 6 

1 11 

6 .. 1 ... 

... . .. ----
4 22 125 22 139 5 29 

! 311L5 33 163 7 60 

7 28 . 

7 19 .. 
- -- ----·-

2 1 

1 ... 

1 

2 ...... ..\.': 

I 1 .... I 

.~ ::· .~\ . 

-----~:· 
4461111 

f 3 9 ll 
-- --·- --- --· 

1 .. 1 ..... .. .......... .. 
......... ... ... 

... ... ...... 
1 I ... 6 .. ].. .. 

sG Pow .. ,an Light (2' 6"). 1 ... 1 .. 1 1 .. 

87 lt•jpipla (2' 6") • 
~8 Sbalulara (De1hi)-

. .•. . ..... "l 

40 

41 

&h•mupur Light 
(2' 6") • • 

1'arakt'sbwar·Mngr .. 
Li~hl (2' 6") • 

lezpore-Balipara Light 
(2' 6") 

Darjeeliug-lliml\luyran 
(2' u•) . . 

.. . .. 

...... 1 ... 

... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... . ..... 
1 ... 

... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 

'I .. I 
. ........ , .. 

.. .. ......... 

12 <lwa\ior Light (2' 0") 

43 Howrab·Amta (I' fY'J ··l .. 
4.&. Howrah-Slu•akl111l&o \2' 0'') 

4~ Jorhot (2' 0") 

'6 l!•tbcmu Light (2' 0'1· 

'lO'I.t.L 

I 

... , 

.. 
" ·•· ...... ... ... . '"I' ... .. .. .. .. ----

- .. - .. - -· • --- -·-- ----- -- ------ - 1 ...... "'I •· .. 1 .. I .. 2 .. .•. 4 .. 4 1 6 ... •. ... ... ... ... 

I' . I ... . .. 
reVIOU&)'ear • • 10 .. ... ... S .. ... .. 1 1 ... 1 4 1 14 2 19 ... 2 ... ... ... -

I 0 I< A!\ D 'lOTAL , ~ :;;~, l2 w u 29 lSlZ ~. -~ 9iJ ij7ij ll 19 i60 459196 6Q9 w uo127 -M :-:- -6 7 lO ~6 39 s 4
1 

~~l'=r""'e~=io=ua~y=e=a:r=.==t,.,.&~194 11819 2128 13116 ... 7 91\28u 12 18155 368164\ 562 39 aa
1

1 
22 54 3 4 9 H 

8 33 
l ~ 

(•) Tnolodlng theJt•ulbf!nr-n,~t,nr.bad rnllway (DflhRb 1eotlon). . Knlul-ladi raiJUf 
,., " Abw"odabad-Dholta_ Ahmodabad-PUant\j GaGkwu"l :M.eb1ana JallJur State PalaPpur•Deeu, &Dd Vljapur- 1 f~l .. l1'anJore DUtrict Board and TillueTellJ-Qu'Uoo (Tran...core) ratiwayl. " · · g 011pet-Koho.r, 
(d) u Bollary-Ra}adrug. Biro...Sblmop, Guutall&l•Myaon frontier, Hmdopnr (Yenantpnr·M:[IIOte frontier:; a.JI 

liJaoN-.:0. IDJaDglLd. l4,aore ~Uoo (SouU.em MahnUa), B&Illll State and W tst of Jndi.a Fortugneae ra w • 



2-concluded. 
! b tuo ·r~~ygLLING of T&U.'U or the HOVB!UNT .of. VBIIIOLIS uaeJ exclusively upon B.i!LIVA u, 
ucahle, th• nature JiDd causes of the AOOIDIIINTa occ:monmg the DBA Til or tN1Uo.r-c~11cl•ded. 
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ABSTRACT No, 3. 
Ar.crn!JT;; to 

7
u

1118
, l!.OLLlli0·87UCI., _PEJUUNENT•WAY, etc., reported during the TWliLVI!i HO:I'THS ended the Slat December 1907, as having occurred 011 the JeveraiJutL"us ~pen for 

TI!.APIIO in TNDU, distiog-oiohinz the different CLASSES of A.OOIDI!.l'I'T! and the number of PA.!SBli'Ol!iM and OT!IIIR31 and of RULI1'A.Y SBBVA.NT9 I.ILLliD or llUURBD in MCh claos of acci<lent. 
s1'A~-0AIC0 OAUGE. 

=-...::..· 

:t:f!"'"---- ---

/ri-------------·-·~·-·-·-··_N_._._·,··-·~~~~----.----.---rl 
l'amter 

!una• D•Jr&U, 8Tl'l'l. 

Number 
Number 

of Number of Total all ~ambn, 

Nom beT 
of Nambn or Total all 

. . 
CoJJiaiot., between pai.l'nger trains 

.,r, ~!U't• of p1u!'11enger trnin1 • 
2. ('oiJJIIOfll betweon pMICD,G'Bl train& 

and goocl1 or mineral traint, en• 
gines nnd vehicle• atanding foul 
of thA line • • • • 

3. f'oJli•iona between gooda traina Ol' 

part. of goodt tra.ina . • • 
4. ('ollieion• between light eOgioe1 • 
6. Paaaenger train• or part. of pusen· 

ger train1leaviog the rail• • 
6. Goode. train• or part. of gooda trains, 

e~KJnel, etc., leninsr the rail• • 
7 Tram• or engioe~'travel1ing in the 

. "!oog direction throngl1 points • 
8. 1 r~~~~ running into 1tationa or 

IJ~mga fit too high a apeed. • 
9. TraiDI ~anning over cattle on the !.ioe 

10. D1tto orer obatruetiona on 
tLe line 

L 1• 1'rai~• running through gaiea at 
level-erosaing• • 

l2. 'l'he bursting of boiler: ol en"ginel: 
12(a),' . Ditto of to bet, etc., of 

engmu • , 
l3. '11u! failure o~ macl•in;,., •Pring,; 

etc., of engmea ' 1 

14, Thefailnreof tyrea 
IIi, l>itto of wbeelo 
16, Ditto ol axles 
17 D" ' • • ~tto of brake appllratat 
18. n!tto of coopliogo • • 
l9. Dttto of tnnnela, bridgea, Ti'!l· 
no dnct., cnlvertl, etc. • • 
• • llroken n.ila " 
21, The ftooding of p'ortio~o of ~erma: I 

nent-way • . , • ~· 22. Slip• iu cuttings or tllnbanlnuentt • 
13. Fire in traina " 
24 .. Fire at 1tationa, o'r in.;lving.injnr • 

2
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0
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24 
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Number. 

/: 

Samborl ·1 of Number or 
p&atlleD!fera ~nau&e. 
aact other•. . . 

1. Colliaioaa beLwe~eD pa~~engt~r t.raina uf • 
po.rtl of pauenger truina • • 

2. Collieioo1 between paueuger traiUI 
and gooda or mineral train•, en· 
~hh~ and nhiclea standing foul of 
the line • • • • • 

3. CoUi..aiona belweeu goolla traina or I 
pnrla of good1 traiua • • • . •• 

4,, Col\ieiona between light engines • • ... , 
1. a~.,.aenger tra.i.na or p'-rla of puaeuger 

t.raio.el,·nving Lbe nil• • • 
8. 3ood• tnin1 nr pnrtl of goods tro.int', 

en(o:ine•1 f'te., \uving the ratla • 
'1. TuU.u1 or •nginu travelling iu tl1e I, 

wron" direction through puiuh • 
8. Tr»n& runn\ng iu:.o a lations or aidings 

at tou high • 1pee1\ .. • • 
9. Trains running over cattle. ou the line 

10 Ditto cvu obtt.rucUon• on 
the lint~ • • . • • . 

2 

2 
2 

18 

2 

2 
2 

18 

109 109 

17 

6 

2 
lSi 

17 
11, lra.iut runuihg tbrou~;b pte• at letel-

erouingo · • • 1 • ·•• 7 
12 Th• bunt\ag of boilcrt ot engi.nea • ... ..• . •• 

7 

12(•). Ditto of tu.bn, etc., ot enginca I ... 4-J. .... 
13. l'ht f'~~oi\are ~r m1cbiner7 1 •pring•, 1 

etc., ol engmeo • • • ••• \10::5: 

1
10::5: 

14:, TUe [allure o( lJI'ftl • • • ·•· 
15. Dit.to of wheel• • • • , 
16. Ditto of uleo • • ••• 1 1 
17. Vltto ol brako •rroroloo, •.. 1 1 
18 Ditto ol cou~liogs ·, • • ... I 18 1~ 
19; Ditto of tunnels, bridgea. 1'i•· 

d.uc:te. c:uben,.ete. • • • ... ... .. 
20. llf\>kn roiil. • . • 

1 
• • I ··• ' • 

21, Th• tlooding of porLaona o perma• 
nent·••J' • • • • • I ... 4 ' 

23. Slip• in cutting• or embankment. • \ 6~ 3 
23, Fin \u lroioo • . • • •. . • ·•· ~ G7 
al }~illt &t ataliobl, Or IDtOlnag lDJUtJ , 

' h bri"goa o.,. ~iad.uc:La • • II ··· ll 11 
:11, Olbrr oc<•uooto • • • • . •·• \1561UG 11----

. i ... 1737 ?37 TOT&L &t.L CL&II.SIJ 

1' 

I 
I 

... I ... 

1 
... \··· ... I 

::: ~-~ I :·. 
1• I I... . .. I 

::: i ::: I ::: I ::: I ::: I 
1 1 

;;: ~ .;· :·.: I :. I ::: 
::· 1\, :_~~. ::: :~~ \ ::: 

... .:. I ::: ... I ... 
' 

••• ! .. 

' 
... 

"' I ••• 1 '" 
I 

.. 

ST.&.IitDARD OAufl-K .. ooord. 

I•Du.• :t.irns..t.•n. (~) 

Number. 

1 

2 2 

1 

2' 
1 

2 2 

26 26 

1 1 

1 1 
216 216 

5 

1 

5 

1 

1; 15 

62 
1 

1 

6 

52 
1 

1 ... 
6 

1 1 

Number 
of Number of 

passeogen eervuta. 
ud others. 

2 

Total all 
clBAea. 

"i s .. 
• 

6 

1 a " . 5 18 

I" 

.... 

1 

... 

Number. 

. . 

1 1 

"' 4 
1 1 
1 1 

5 5 

5 5 

1 1 

393 393 

10 10 

9 9 

96 96 

66 56 
1 1 
1 1 
1 1 
2 2 
7 7 

8 8 

5 5 
p p 
1 1 

1 1 
21 ·u 

Namb" I ol Number ol Total all 
puaeogera aer1'anta, el ... ea. 
ADd otbera, 

1 1 

1 1 

1 

1 

... ,,, 

1 1 

•• 1 

.. ... 

::: I··· 

~I:: .. 2 1 ' 12 
I i 

Number. 

1 

... _j ... 
1'9 

1 I ... 

..... 

1 

49 

1 

::: I ::~ 

3 49 62 

No.mbe!' 
ot Number or Total aU 

paaeo ~ter• aer1'anta. eiiUiaea. 
and otben. 

... I ... 
.. , ·:: I .:: 

···I··· . .. I ... 
... ... .. . 

1 

2 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

ll 
12 

::: I :: 
..• 12(a) 

·:: I ::: ·•• I 

::: I ::: 
~: I ::: 
:::...\:::... 

... ... I .. 

13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
!8 

19 
20 

21 
22 
2a 

24 
25 



AI!.STJU.JT .No. 3. -AOOID!IIITS to Tll.liiiS, BOLLINQ•STOCI:, PB&IIANB!IT-W A 1 1 eto., reported daring the TWilL VB IIONTIIB ended the llht Deoambar 1907, ao having ocoarred on the aevara\a&JL'II' All O 11 

TllAPl'IC jo !NolA, dietin!!'nishing the different CL.lSSBS of ACOIDBNTS and the number of PUBBNGBBB and OTIIBBS, and of BULWAY IBRVANTB ltiLLIID or INIDBIID in .eaob class of aooident-c!:t~ 
KT~IJABD GA.UG&-"Guld. 

OvDK an Bo•tLII:BJ.WD 81'.1.'11.(6) 

METKB GAUGE. 

~UI·B••e&L. 

liamber 
.. of Number of Total all 

~amber. :::~::::_ Hnantl. ~lu181, 

1. CoiUeiOJ1I between pa11eoger train• 
or part. ef pa11engez traiDJ • 

ta. ~!lisioa1 between pn118nger traiu111 
and good1 or mineral train1, eon· I 
gioea and vebiele1 1&Gnding fuul 
of tho tine • , j a. ColliliOIII bel;ween g,od• traiol .. r 
pnrtl of good• trains • • 

4. CoUiaiouJ between light engin• • 
6. Pauenger train• or partl of pnll­

aenger train• leaving the nils • 
8. Ooode train a or parts of gooda tral•u•, 

eaginea, etc., leaving the raila • 
7. 1'raina or engine• travelling in tlae 

wrong direction through poinba • 
, 8. 'l'niDI running into atatiODI ur 

ailiinga at too high a apeed • 
9. 'l'raina running over cattle on theli ne 

,1.0. UiUo over obatruetionl 'm 
tloelino 

11. Troino runnlng through gat.. ui 
lerel-erouinga •- • • . •• 

lS. Tho bunting of boileraof enginl'll. 1 ... 
la(o), Ditlo of lubeo,. ok., nf 

enginu • 
lf, The failure of ,.;achin~ey, oprinll'•: 

ete., of enginu • : • 
14.. Tl11! failure of tyru • • • 
16. Ditto of wbeelo • ; 
18. Ditto of axle• • • • 
17. Ditto of broke appRI'atuo , 
18. Ditto of couplingo • • 
19. Ditto of tunnel•, ~idg""• 

"iaducta, culvert., etc, • • 
10. Broken rnilo • • • • 

6 

4 
ll 

9 

1 

6 

7 

5ll 
81 

15 

255 ·255,\. 

ll ll ... 

s 3 
1' &30 681 

' !lS 

ll 

63 68 

288 288 
2 II 
ll ll 

16 ·llj 
1 1 

19 19 

111 111 
Bl. Tho ftoocling of portiono of p•·r· 

maneu\-wa,. , • • • 1 2'1 28 
II. Slipo in eattingo or embankments ... 9 9 
28 •. Fire in train• • • • • •·· 26 

11 26 
St.. Fire at atationa, or involving in· 

jurJ to bridgea or tiadnetl \ ... 16 1'3 

13 

1 

1 

... 
1• .•. 

''"·t ... 

J, 

... 
•. .ll •.. • .&. Otber at':aideut.a • .. • • I\ ... 10• \104. 

---- --· -- ·---- • , --:!s\1m'l1,8a& ;;; ~ M:t 00 

a 

9 
.8 

1 

8 

... 

1 

1 

1 

.. 

... 

... 

&6 

9 
II 

al 

1• 

8 

1 

::: I ·a 
4.1.\U\DS 

Bamber 
' Number. 

of &amber of Total all 
palleDPJ'I unan\1. olaun. 

1 

1 
1 

1 

1 

' 
6 

8 8 

1 

161 161 

& 8 

aodotben. 

.1 

•• 
.. t 

ll 

... , o\.o 

..• ... ... ... . .. 

1 
1 

... 
8 

I 

1 

II 
1 

1 

.._. ... ·~· ... ... . .. 

... 
.: ... 

9 

18 

1 

28 

6 

8 

18 

1 

8 

... - "'' 

::: 

1 1 ... ... ... .. . 

... 2 :a ... .... ..... • •• 
' 

.. ·. 
• 

• ,.amber. 

... , 

. ... ...... 

. .. 

' •u 

.... 

1 1 .. ... ............ 
... ... ... . .. 

.. .. .... 
.I 

... ... ... . .. 
21 22 ...... 

... .. .. 
... . ... .. ....... .. 
1 1 ...... .... 

... ... ... . .. 
... , .. 

ll 2 ... ·~· 

'4 .• ::: ::: 
1 1 ...... 

1 1 ..... . 

... . .. , 

... I 

.... 

... 

... \ ... ... ... .. . 

... 1 1 ... ... ... .. ... 8\8 "'\"' "'\"" 
6 l368 2• s_•_.,_ .. _•.!.•_"_.!.•-"J_•__J__a_,.~-~-===~""-'=-=a::o~'::~-=-~=4~'..--_.!._-._.-._.!.~·_·--_._~~·-· -.. -. 

• 
& 

12 

6 

11 

... ... . .. 
2 7'6 7'8 

1 

8 

8 

1 

18 

3 

9 

1 

18 

28 

8 

1 1 
6 6 

" • ---------].1 1 ..... J6tS 

" 1 

2 

8 • 
6 

8 

7 

8 
9 

I 10 

... Jl 
... 12 

II(• 

.. ~ ... ... u 
... 14 
... IIi .•.. 

.... • .. 18 
17 

1 1 1 

1 /_ • I 1 

,.. '18 

... 19 
... 20 

... 31 
... 33 
. .. as 

, .. 
1 .. ~ 

.-J 



1• Co\llalon• between paennger traina or 
part.l of pnaaenger tra.ina • • 

:1. CoUition• between pr.sunger traint 
and. goodt Of mineral tralnt, en· 
aine• and tebiclea atanding foul of 
the line ~ • • 

a. Colli•iou be.tweea cooda t~DI or 
putt of goods t.t·a\na • • • 

'· Colliaiona between light eng\nea • 
& P&uenger train• or parte of pauenger 

trainalening the railt • 
6. 0 ood• tn\na or l'•rt.a of good a tr•ilt•, 

eugin ... etc .• leaving tbe raill · • 
'/ Traiue or engine~ t.rnelling in t.be 

wrong: direction through pointe • 
8 Traina running 1nt.o atat.io111 or aiding• 

a\ too bigb a t[teed • • • 
9. Traina runuioc over catUe on the Uue 

1 o. Ditto our obatruct.iona~ on 
the llne • • • • 

U. Tr•loo ruuolog U>roogb g•teo •L love!. 
erou\np • • • • • 

12. Tbe \urstlng of boilera of enginea • 
12(o). Ditto of tnbes, Ito .. of eng\nea 
18. The faUare of macbiuei'J• apringe, 

•W •• of tn~\nee • • • • 
14. Tb! r.uort of tyrH • • • 
1&. Dit.to of wbeela • • • 
16, I:ltto or uleo • • • 
17, Ditto or brak .. ppvaluo , 
18. DiLto of touplioge • • • 
19. Ditto or tuuDelo, bridgu, • ;.. 

duets, eulnrt._ eto. • • • 
20. Brokt"u nilt • • • • 
:n. The &..,ding or portiooo or ptrm•· 

nen,·way • • • • • 

2 

1 

2 

1 

... . .. 

10 12 

1 1 

8 8 

1 2 

11 13 

4. ' 140 140 

11 11 

... ... 
11 11 

2S 2S 

8 8 
... ... . .. 
13 u. 

... . .. ... ... 
9 9 

... ... . .. 

2 

1 

1 1 

1 

7 

... ... ... ... ... 

1 

1 

... . .. 
18 18 

1 2 1' ... 1 

... .. 
8 8 

... I ... 

1 ::i I ::: 
1 ... .. ... ... ... 

·- ... 251. Slips ia cu.tLioga or tmbankmenb • 

23. Fire iD train• • • • • ••• ••• .•. ••• .•• ... .•• ••• ... ... ... ... ... ... .•. ... 
24, F'..., •t o~.Uouo, or l .. ohiog iojur7 I 6 6 

: .. I ::: 

• 

1 

'" 

1 

1 

1 

13 13 

2 2 

25 25 

1 1 

:::' ·:: 
2 2 

2 

1 
4 

2 

1 

1 
6 

1 

••• I 

2 

2 

1 1 

2 ' 11 11 
s s 

20 22 

78 78 

4. 4 
1 143 144 

6 

1 

' 
1 

9 
1 
1 

s 

11 17 

' 4 

1 2 

23 23 
s s 

22 26 
2 2 

21 22 

1 
7 

9 
6 

16 

1 
7 

18 
6 

17 

6 6 
79 82 

2 

.. ~ f ::: 

1 1 

1 

.... 

2 2 

1 

... . .. 

;;; I ::~ 
' 

1 1 1 

2 1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

3 
4 

.5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 
12 

1 12(n) 

2 

1 

13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 

19 
20 

21 
22 
23 

24 
25 u. o~!'!~:,e;'l'.:~ •i•~••to : : . __:_· ~--s-69a .,: _:~1-· • ::_6 .. ' ::: ::~ ::1: ~1-~o: 1- ::·- _2·.:_~ 12::~ _::_: ::.1· • ::: ::: ::: ::~ !I --- - -63 ... ... ... 1 ... 1 31 47 21soa 2• ___ 6_tl 2 I 

•--~--~~0~%~AL~A~~~C~LA-0-S~KI._._'_:_._._·~·~~r~'"'~~:~~~~·~·±:~~~~:-~'~_.·-L-•-l_.vd-"-'~~b--·-~-·-·~··-·~~k----3-1l.60-k.-d--J-.-k.-~~~~:.;;;~::~::--~----~----~~--------
;1 - «•J t .. ct..tbr•bo ..... .u n-... • ...,,.,..,~ 't ~nt!.:..:;-:::c~~ •• _, ... 

tlJ llbraupd."' Jamnapr a.a4 J'e.....,._a.Jkot nil-.;ra. 

----
6 ' 11 



-- t Ttt>l ~· &'>Ll.am-sNctt, rs&" "n" r-w .\ t, etc .• rep ,,ted. ·l·~•·in~ thd TW&t.VII llO'HIU en·le1 th., !Jl•t D~osm?er 1907, as h~vin~ ooonrred. on th~ several I..I.ITilf.I.YS open for 

A 
~·J 3 - \cmu<N r• " . . f ·' th L f l d f • h . BSTB:. f.f!O. j'

11
· I S'Dii. ,jj,till~uishin? tt10 di ire rent cL•S•K-1 0 A.CC!DR'ITS anu e llllfll•>O• 0 PUSR'IGRlU an• OTIIRB.S1 an 0 RULW A.Y SRB.V.I.NTS I:ILLBD Or INIOILRD 111 eao class of llCCldent-contd. 

\tETRE tHUGE eonl4. 

_____________ c_•_w_•_•_•_•_•_·B __ •_•
7
u_w_ .. __ · __ -,l' ______ ljjj------------~--~D-•_•_•_•_•_•_·-c--------c-------·l'l _____________ D __ x•_•,•_·_S_•_D_<T_•_·-,1•~)-------,--------\IJ---------E-•_•_•_•_•w __ B_•_•_•~·-•~IT~••~•:·~(~!~)--------J 

Kamber Namber 
Total a.ll 
el ... u. 

1. Colli1110UI 'between pu•eoger traiue 
er parta of pa.uenger traina . • 

a. CoUiliOUI between puseoger tr&llll 
•nd good• or mineral traiu1, en• 
gine• and velaiclea ataudiug foul 
of the line •. · • • •. 

3. ,Collisioua between goods train• or 
peril of good• trains. • • 

... · 4, Colliaiou• betweeulight engines • 
6. raii!CIIger trah11 Or part1 of pRIII.'Il•. 

ger traiue leaving t1•e rails • 
6 •. Good• traiu• orpa.rta of goods trAins, 

enginet, ete., leaving the rails • 
'/,. 'fr.Uue or eoginea tranlling in the 

~ wrong dirediou thruogh pointe • 
8. Traina runuing into 1tations or 

tidingt at too Ligb a speed • 
0. Train• running over cattle ou the line 

10. Ditto over obstructioua on 
the lioe • • • • 

11: Tr11iD1 r'unning through gates at 
lerel-crouing• • , , , 

12. 1'he buratiog of boilers of engines • 
·; 12(•). Ditto of tubeo, . etc. of 

eogioet • • • • 
18. 'J'I•e failure or machinery, tprin~•, 

etc., of engines • , 
14. Tl•e faihtre of tyres • • 
15, Ditto or wheel• ,. • 
16. Ditto of axles 
17, Ditto of brake apparatuo 
18. Ditto uf coupliogo • 
19. Ditt.o of r.uunele, bridges, via-

duct., ca.lverta, etc. , -· 
20. Uruken rail• • • , , 
21. "fhe 8ooding of portions of permfl• 

Number. 

a 8 

••• r ... 

1 1 

1 1 

6 6 

Number 
of Number or 

pas•entren eenantll. 
udotben. 

... 

... . .. 

... ... ... 
22. snl'' iu cuttings or embaukmenb ... .. . •• 
23. Fire in truins . • • • 1 ::: ::: 

neut.-wa.y • • • • ... \ 

'2.4. Fire at •tatiouJ, or involviug injury 

Sl&. o:;:!'~~~~.i.':.:~ductA. : - ::: • '::·... · .• :·0. ~~: 
ToT&L .,t.t. Ct.~tt•&1UJ ... , 1.*'~ 4.* ••• \ ..• 

Total •II 
claa.eR. 

1 ' . ... 

.. 

.... 

! ... 
~ ::~ \\--;.. -·.-~~-

Number 
of 

pauenJ(ert 
and otber&. 

Number or Total all 
1enr.ot.._ cla11e1. 

.•. 

.... .•. 

Number. 

-

Number ot Total all 
tenant.. olu1e1. 

... ... ... ... . ... 

Nombn. or o( 
::d·:~:::.~ 1ernut.. 

1 

2 

1 

' 

2 

1 

2 ... 

1 .•• 

" ... 
.. ...... . 
1 1 ... 

.. ...... . 
91 93 .. . 

9 10 ... 

' 4 ... .. ....... 
1 1 ... 

19 19 ... .. ... . .. 
, ...... ... 

1 

II 

... ... , .. 

... ... . .. 
1 1 

......... 

... .... . .. 
1 ... 

... . .... 

... ... . .. - -· ... ... ... ... . .. ... .•. . .. 
11 11 

... . ....... . 
15 15 ... .. . ....... . 

1 

ll 

1 

2 

3 
4 

6 

8 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 
12 

12(11) 

13 
14 
15-
18 
17 
18 

19 
so 

8 8 :::::: I ::_:·:::.L:JL·::_ ::: --=-.J::: ~::: ::: ~::: :::·~ ::: .g:_: /--.::.::_: : ~-~-:::: :~:: I :::~::: ::: ~:::/ :::~·:-/ ::: :::-'------::: .. ~! 
::: ::: ::: _::_ __ :: __ : _:_~: __ :: __ : - :~: ... ~7!11~~~·, ·:-~: :~t ::.·, ;'-~~~~~-~--, ·: 

- - .• --. --.-•. - --.- 8 ... ... ... --.• --/--::-/-:::- • f 
·-·•-••••••H-- -- ·.•.. ; ·--.:.~·-·••••'~-·· •.• 

.... 
0 



A.B.!JT&.iCT Noe ·'·-ACtJID•NT8 TO T•••*• ao.c.LING-STOOk, PJI.&.II4.NBNr.W".t.Y, eto., reported during the TW'KLVH MOtlTHs end.ed \he 31st Dacem.ber 19\17 ~ -1--u-i.n..g ~a Off If&& idi:S&t aa 
TR t. YYIO in f NOU., JistiD.!ZUiahing the dj:fTerent CLA.SSRS Of ACClDICNT$ and thg number of PASSB:.-iGB&S and OTHK&S, •nd of Ra. tLW ._y &Je8V&.NT3 EtLLS.D o'\~JUit.BD 1\l. ea.cb. C\a.sot. o£ a.cc\J.en t 

_ J. METRB GAUGE "1 J:
1 

~ Br~t-.a ..... a~oa.a.Y.a.al V.a.LJ.ar. Jooa:rv•·B•a:"'•••(JoDa•v• ..... Bu::.a••• •aono••).(,) lloan. 

• - ~ Na:;ber 1-'lamberor Tot.al all . lla:;ber Namber'of "l'oW •lli/----.--.. -.. -,---,.-N-.-.. -.. -.. -',c,-N-a_m_be_r_o_l,"f_otal ___ a_ll lfamb;r. \-Nw:r:~N:,~::r\ 
Somber. pauen!fehl aenaale. olaa1ea. Number. paneawen Hnao•; aluHI. • pa ... ngen ""aob. clauea, - Dlf • 

b and otben. and ot.ben. 
fandotben. !:aa==d~o~to~ro~~-~---~~~--L-~-~--~---~~~-:-,----r----l'-.---:l----·1----,----jj----r----il:.c~;:;-r---il--~~--~-o•-• - 3~~J s~;~ ~i;i 

l;i;fg ..,~::.. ' ..::~;,;..a 16-s"! 
I•E.~=.~ sec ! 3coo• 1:-f.=: · 
;:: st::fi · ~ §.tCD=-8 f &:a.!! 

\ t!t~~ J.g =u~= 1 ~~u~ :.Q :&i:~ 
Gl- ..... ,. • "':S .. ..; • "Cii 1Dii1 =.!- oa e od • .J =. -3'Gi t.!- "" - "'1:11 1!: _. e. ...... .. .... C)'CI od 
~ ·-g~ . ; =':~ • • od ~ ~ 1:1 • c=.... ~ od ~ -d ...: -:.· !~ = 1~ 
I"CC 8~ • .; = ...: ~-- ! -= : "g ~ 'CI o-c-a • = 'i ~ ~ • ~ ~ . - g..::~-e~ c • .. :3 Cl a a ,.. ~ 0 c c1 c · ~..,=z~ & ! ... ! ~ i -~ :§: !.!g~~ 6 ~ id ~-- ~- ·;ao ; :e 1~a~~ S ~ l4 :9 w ! ; i ,.~at..z 

. c.m.tono helweuo i>•••••K•• -~In• .; ~~~_:_.:._J.~~..!:.J,~J,E.+~J,~J,~_~~! ~. :_II~~:.:.:.:J;~~:J.,, ~~_::+~J,=-~-=--t-=-.ll::..-____ ..J~:J~~r-:=--r-::...r-::.cr~~=-r=-ll ----1~-~-1~-~-1-r-.-.. ""';-1!-_-.. ~-2-l p~o~.rtl of JII.IHDjjter \rains • ••• ••• ... ... ••• .•• ••• .... ••• ... ••• ••• ••• ••• ... ••• ... ••• ... •·• ... ••• ... ••• ... ·•• .... ··• ••• , Colliaiono belweon paasengor b1Un• \· 
and good• or mineral \raint, eugin ... 

9 .. 
1 

And vehi.clea •~and\og foul ol \bo \ 
line • • • 

• Col\iaiona \etween good• tr~t.i.n• or 
p~ttl of gooda ha\na • • • • 

• Colli11iona between ligbt euginea • 
• Faueuger tr11\DI Orp•ttl of pnesenger 

Ln.in1 1t:•viog the ra\11 · • • 
• Good• train1 or pKrt.. o! aooda trui'''• 

eu~:ines. •tc., lt·•l'hlg t.be rai\e • 
~ • Tn.inl or enlliDel t.nt'e\liug lu. 1.\ae 

wrong direoLion Llaraugb pointe • 
'J'n.inl runniug into 1lation1 or tidiD.I{• 

a Uoo big b a 'l'eed • • . • 
Tnlu• ruuniDg over eat\1e on Lbe line • 

Ditto qnr oblt.r,ct.ionp uu 
t.be line • • • • 

T"'ino running \hroogb pteo •\ 
1ete1-croatiDIIl:l • • • • 

Tbe boTitlug of boileH of enginfl!ll • 
:(a). ·Ditto of \ubee. et.c .. of enghwa 

l'bt r .. au.-. of m•ohinerJ, tprin(C•, 
et.o., ef engin•e • • • • 

Tll.e f•i1un of tyru • • • 
Ditt-o of wheelt • • • 
Ditto of u.le1 • • 
1>11.14 ol broke •l'PIU"1011UI • 
Ditto of coupling• • • 
01tt.o of \onuelt, bridge.., •i•· 

d11cta, culurt.a, etc. • • • 
Broken nllt • • • • 
The ftooJiug e~( portii)DI er peru'"· 

Dl"llt·wly • • • • 
Stipe in cuU.iugt or ewb&Dkmente • 
Fire in tn.iut. • • • • r 

• File.~ t~ticn•. or ln .. ol,ins injury ~ 
tl) brlJ~~·t or tladudl • • • 1\ ••• 

~81 ::: 

::: I ::: 
••• 1 .... 

uo i •n 

i 
••• I ••• ... I ... 
::.1 :~ 
-· f ••• 

Tou.L .u. Cl.I.Uu 

Other a-:cud\!nla • • • • I ••• 
1, __ --- -1-----

·I' -· 43 43,-
1 

1 

8 

i I .. 

~' ... 

1 
' --,-

1 

1 1 

8 6 

6 

2 

1 1 
135 135 

6 

19 

23 

ll 

6 

19 

a 
7 

23 

l!9 

15 

3 
1 

... -

1 1 

... 
i··· 3 s 

:1 1 

8 3 

a 1 

::: I ... 

• •• i 

I 

1 

1 

8 

1 

' ll 
9 

9 

2 

8 
ll 

12 

9 

1 191 193 

11 

IS 

7 

11 

' 

7 

12-~ 2: :: 
= =:1 = 1111 --::: ..::.:... ...:::.I __:·_· 1111 1111 ·-

::: i 
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1 1 
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2 8 6 

1 2 1 ll 

ll 
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4 
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7 
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l3 
lll(-•) 
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14 
15 
18 
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18 
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20 
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23 
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24 
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86
Tli.&CT NQ. 

3
.-ACCIDIU<U to !UINS, R~LL!NO·STOOit, PBRIUNIINT•WA.Y, etc., repor~eJ during th& TWELVE MONTHS ende<l the :list December 1Q07, as having OCOU~red on: the several !-.I.ILW.I.TS open for 

TUrPIC in !NDU, distinguishmg tbe d1fferent CL.USB! of A.CCIDB!fTS and the ouuber of PA.~SB:i'GRBS and OTIIBBS, and of BULii'A.Y SBBVA.NTS ltiLLBD or INJCBBD lQ each claos of acCldent-co!ltd. -METRE GAUGE ~Medel. 

J, ColJiaiona betw~en pa11en_ger train• or 
partl of pauenger tnun1 • . • 

2 Collitionl between pu1enger trama 
' and goodt or mineral trains, rn· 

finea •••d veblclet ttanding foulnf 
the line • 

a. CollitiODI between good• train• or 
part• Dl go0<l1 train• • • 

•· Colliaiona between light engines 
&. Paauugertrnina or pnrh of pns1engPr 

train• le~viug the rails • • 
6. Gootla traiua or p11rta of gcods tnl• a, 

engine•, etc., leuing the raila • 
7. Traina or engine• travelling in tl•• 

wrong direction through pc·inta • 
B. 1'raiouunning intoatntion1or aiding• 

at too high a tpeed • 
IJ. Train• ranninr over eattleoc the line 
J. Ditto over obstruction• "n 

ibe line • • • 
., Traina running through gntea at Jenl· 

cros11iogs • • 
!. The tunnng of boiJera of engtnea 
l(tt). Ditto of tubee,etc., or engine• 
J. 'l'be lailnre of machiner:, lprinJr::•• 

etc., of enginea • 
l. The failnre of tyreo 
;, Ditto of wheelo 
1. Ditto of auea • • 
1. Ditto of brake apparatuo. 
~- llitlo of couplingo • • 
~. Ditto of tnnneb, bridge•, vin· 

ducta, oulvertt, etc. • • 
0. Croken rnila . • • • 
,1. l'he llooding of rortiona Of pertn•·· 

nent-way • • • • 
;2. S~ip•.in cu~ting1 or embankment. 
.3. Ftre 1u tra.n~• • • .. 
l4. l'irt al:. •tRtlon .. or intolving inju,·y 

to bridge• or Tiaducte 
:l5. Other Mtidentl • 

Number. 

1 

1 

2 8 

l 1 

1 2 

2 2 

8 8 

1 72 73 

1 2 s 

28 28 

80 80 

11 11 

. .. 

10 10 

4. 4. 

!lumber 
of Number of Total aU 

p1111en@'ere ltrnnte. elaaau. 
ADd otben. 

2 2 

2 ll 

... 
2 2 

.1 

\\---~ ,;;, n• \--:::- ,. -6\~-... \ 7 

Number. 

1 1 

8 8 

1 1 

s 3 

8 8 

2 2 

578 578 

7 7 

' ' 
1 1 

1 1 
lll 12 

1 1 

2 2 

6 6 
s s 
6 6 

SoVTB Inu•. (o) 

Number 
of Number of Total all 

paPeOifll'l 1enant.:o. ola11 e8. 
aad otbrn 

.... 

:\.:7- 1 

' 

1 

SonBnw KualTU. (6) 

Yamber. 

11 1 

' ' 
2 2 

1 318 ~iii 
20 20 

1 

1 

7 7 

•1 81 

.... 
6 9 

a. u 

6 
7 
6 

1 
8 

7 
7 
6 

1 
9 

--------
21 , .. 70 ;4.81. 

Number 
of Number of Total all 

p118eDiferl 1e"antt. chw11e1. 
and otben. 

1 1 

s• 1 s 

... 

,. a• 

... 1... ... .. ... . .. 
------
... I J. I 

-~ 

UuJ.nva-cs:noa. 

Number. 

L7 17 

... 
1 1 

... J . .-.I .. . ... ... .. . 
--.-- --;;:;- J 8__!_ 

2fomber 
of Number of Totnl 111 

pu•en1fer• 1enaut1, clu~Je•. 
and otbert. 

.·.·.·;_ ...... . .. . .. 

;!" 
3 .. 

::: I ... 

... 

... / ... 

:;·;: :;~:·/ ::: /· .. .. ... 
- :- -::-r- ' 

1 

2 

3 
4 

6 

8 

'1 

8 
9 

10 

11 
12 
12(") 

lj~ 
6 

18 
17 
18 

1~ 
20 

21 
22 
~8 

24 
26 

..... 
1>:1' 



.\sSTBtCr r.·o. 3. -AcciDE!r.B to T&UNO, &OLLING-&TOOJ<, PBRIU.NBNT-w.or, etc., repot·leJ Juring tho TWl!:LVK MoNTHs ended tho S lst Decomber 1901, •• bn;ng o:>eo.rre,\ o" the aevera\ ""'",."-" opon ·~ 
1'R:lrJ'rO in luou, distinguishing the d.i1ferent CLABSBS of ACCIDBN'TS and the numbel' of Pa.sssNaeas and oTa:•as, and of &A.lLwa.,. sBPlY'.!."'~Ta ii[.ILL&D or 'lNJUB.&D i'~ each o\a.ss of: a.cci•\ent. -co•t.i4 

1. C.:::liaiona bet ween puaenger t.raina or puLl of puaenger train1 • 
2. DUto · ditto and goods or mineral traina, engiuea 111•l 

"febiclet atanding foul of the line. • • • 
3. Colli•iona bctwei.'D gooda trftiua or part• of goode traint 
'· Ditto ligllt engine• • • • • • 
&. T'aa11euger trains orpart1 of passenger trnintleaviug tbe rail• • 
e. Gooda trains or pRrta of goods traina, eng\ net~, etc .. leuiug the rail• • 

'1. 'J'rnioa or enginu trnelling io the WJ'On~t direct.ioti tbrougb pointl 
8. l'nins runniug into atationa or tidings at too bigb a lpeed • 
9. t>itto onr catUe on tbe line • 

10. OiUo our obaUudions on tUelint • 
11. Ditto through galea at lnel·croltings 
12. Tb1 bunt.ing of boiler~ of engine. •• 
12(•1· Dil':.o •I lob ... tlo. or oogtDOI 

lS. 'I'\, a f.ilurt of waehinel")', apringa. •tc .• of enginre 
14.. Ditto ol11reo • • • · 
111. Dlllo or wbeolo. 
16. Dilto of adee • 
17 Dillo of breko •rl•lraluo 
18• Ditlo of eouplingt • • • • • 
1e: Ditto of \uunela, \ridgea. "iadacta, ouhert.a, ete. 

10 Urokeu raill • • • • • 
21,: 1Dt flooding of port.iODI or penuauelt~WAJ 
12. '\lipt i.n eultingsor embanka1euta • • 
23 Fh·e in lraina • • • • • • • 
24: fire at alAtion a. or iuYohiug iajur' to bridg~ or •iadaet.. 
I&. OthPr •~iJ~nt. 
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1 1 

1 1 

Numbe~ 
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SPECI.&.L H"UOES. 

Number 
Number, of Numb or ot Total aU 

pa~~~engera aena.nt.. olt.esea. 
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-~-··· ... 
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"a~-: ..: e; :;g s OIIICit::lll 
';'~o= ... • 
~~~Q!Q i ~ ; )oil 
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18i:g& = j .;! 0 ''..:a a .... ~ 0 ... .. 

Number \ 
of IN::~her of paa•ena-era aern.nta. 

and otben. 

.,; 

1 ., ., 
,; : ,; • ; ~ >i g 

~ 

Totol :...a 
elasllltl!l. 
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6 
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ABTSJU.CT No, 3.-AomoaNrs to Til.~ INS, aoLLI.No·HocE, l'BBIIA!Iall'l'-li'AY,etc., reported during the tWBLVB .IIIOII'tlls ended the Slst DeoeJJ!.ber 1907, u having occurred on the several a&IL'II'A'II open for 
'I'!UPPIO in fNDIA, distin!!'oishiog the <fiffel·ent CL&~SESOf ACCIDII!ITS and the number of PA89B'NGBRS and ar&BRBo nod of R.liLll'.lT IBRVANTS KILLIID Or IIUURBD in eaoh olasa of accident-•onttl, 

SPECIAL UA.UGBS eOJdd. -

1. Colli1ion• bet.ween p•••eoger trai.DI or 
part• of pauenger t;raina • . 

2, Collilliou bet wee~~ _.,apr traino 
and goodl or mineral t;rain1, en· 
ginea and Yehielu 1tauding foul 
ef the line • • • • 

8. Colliaions between good1 traina or 
partl of good• tralnl • .- • 

4. CollW.... bet....., light eogin.. • 
&. Pa~~euger train• or pAri a ol pn11e11ger 

traiua leaving the raila • • 
6. Good a traioa or part. ef gooda train-, 

en.Pne1, etc., Jeavin~e the rails , 
J. Train• or engiuu travelling in t·he 

wrong direotion through point• .• 
i. Train• running iut.o atation& or 1idla•gat 

at too high a 1peed • • · -
I, Tminl,l'1llllling over cattle on the line 
). D1tfD over ob.tractiona on 

tbe line • • · • • 
l. Tmino ftiiiDing through got.. at 

level•eroaain ga • • 
2. Tbe b~roting of boilero or .;ugine; 
I(•)· D1tto of tab .. , eta., of eoginea 
1. The failon of machmer)', apring•, 

ete.,of enginea 
b. Tile failare of tyrea' : 
i. Ditto of wileelo 
1. Ditto of ulee 
7, Ditto of brake appa~atuo ' 
I. Ditto of ooupliogo , , 
~. llltto. of tnunelo, bridge• via· 

dacte, eulvert.e. etc. • .' 
0. Broken raila • • ' 
1. lhe ftooding of portioDI oi per.;auent· 

way • • • • 
~~. Sltpa in cuttinga or t~mbankme;tl • 
~3. Fire in train• • • • . 
14.. l'ire at stations; or \m·olvins injury 

to bridge• O\' vio.duot.a • 
ali. Ot.ber •eo\dentl • 
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1 

2 
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fi 
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~am be!' 
ot Number of Total aU 

pa.engen ~~naDtr. oluaea. 
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COTDB (S' 8"), 
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of Number ol Total all 

paaaeorera aernn&l. elae••· 
ad othen. 

... 
• ... ... .. ... .... ... .... .. .. 
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Number 
of Mambel' of 'fDtalaU 

pa .. arer• unutl. oluau. 
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... ... ... ..-.. . .. 
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ott I oot, ... . ... 
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1 ·-- •.. -----,-
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... 1 ... . ... ... ... . .. 

II umbel' 

Number. of Jramber o Total all 
pauengen Ht'hDt.. olulal. 
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1 1ll 
1 

1 1& 
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GlrM.tUT l·fo. :f.~AOOID•H:,; T;; r..:-:..rNS,~ llOLL;NU-.1!11:;:00&.~ --;~~H.t.N~;.,.T-w.A.y eto. reported d11rio<,. t.b.d Tw•r.va .KoNTEis ended t.bo 31at. -Decem.ber----nto~~-~O~l~d~g;:~u;:;:-;:;;~:-;;:;;i;-:;\;;;;;-;;r-::::;;r;j:O,;f;"""!l"mr:"----­
TfU.PilO 10 I sou .• Jistiiii.rUishiu.c" th~ djllerant CLA.SSII:S ol A.CCIDBN'T~ auJ the number of e.t..SSBNGBRS aud OTI:l&as. and of &A.lLW.&.:r 8&0.9'A.NTs K.U.oLBO or UII"SUB.'&D in each cla.aa at a.ootdeo£ !'6Wt4. 

. Namber. 
Number 

ol 

==~::. 
Number of 
••rn ata. 

;at •. 
.!-~! 
13~~~ 
"d"g:ciM 
:l a a .... - -. g_• .. c 

~) QoiZ"' '•. .. - . 
·s~-. ; ~E"'"~ ~ ,.<». 
i~gr; 
~r:~:;a 

l. Colli~tiont bt~t.weeu pass~nger traiu1 or parte ol 
pa.eaenger trai.oa • 

a. Ditto ditto and g.oodo 
or miuerR\ t.r"ina, enguaea a.ntl nhic ea 
Jt.,udiug foul of tbe line • • 

3, Co\U.\oua between. goode traiua or part. of 
good• trains , , 

&. Ditto light euginet • 
&, Puaenger t.raiu or p1lrtl of pRssenger t.rMin'P-

\euing t.be rnila . . . . · 
e. Gunds tuin11 nr pa.rtt of gooda traiut, enginrt~, 

et.a.,lt•&ving 'be .-aile 

l, Trains or ~uKlDI'I t.rav.e\U.ng in the ,uon;:: 
dir~t.iou t.hrougb polllll . • 

8, Tr"iul running i.ut.o at.atioul or 11idiogl at. too 
high • apeed • • • • . • • 

g Dit~o onr cat.Ue on tbe l10e • 
10' Dilto onr ob,tru.ct.i.oua on t\ae line 
11 ' Ditto t\11'0Ug\a g~~otel aL leve\·croeaiug• 
12', The bunt.i.n.g -.lf Loilen of engines. • 
12(•). Ditto . of tubea, etc., or enamel 

13, T\1e failure of Wllcbiuerl'• apriug!, etc., 
en .cine• 

or \yn• .. u.. Ditto 
15. Dilto of wbeell 
16. Dit\o uf a1lca 

17. DiL\o of brake &)1p&rl\tul 
Di.Uo . . 

ol 

18. of eoupliutc• 
19. Ditto of LUUDt'lt. brhlgee. wiadllrtlll, 

eu.lv~rt.a. etc. 

20 Uru\eu. nils • • • 
11: Tbe ft.Jol\in; of porLiona uf perw.neu\·••y 
22. ~npa iu cutt.Luga cr ewllauk..,nentl ... • . 
~;J Fiu ;n luiul • • • • • • • . • 
s,, • fi.te "' e\alious_ or i.uTuhiog lUJUf1 to \mJt'rt 

or' indu..t.a • " 
51.5. Vtht r acdJ!Jn~ 

TotJ.L J.LL cu.aau 
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..; ..; 
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! ~ .. .. -
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Nun,beT 
.ol lSI umber ol Total a\l 
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ABSTI!ACl !io. 8.-AC:C<D~N'TS to TRAINS, R~LLINJ-UL!Cit, PEBMANENT•WAT1 eto., reported during the TWELVE MONTHS ended the 31st December l!l07 1 as having OC~rreJ on the EeV~raJ RULWAYS open for 
TBA1PIC in JNou, Jistinguishin~r tho dd!eren~ ()LASSKS of ACCIDENTS and the number of P!SSIINGEIIS and OTHERS, a.nd of RAILWAY SERVANTS !tiLLED Or INIURBD m each class of s.cciJent -co11 tiJ. 

SPECJAL GAUGI!:&-~td. 

1. Collltiou• LeLween pa.eenger frain1 or part. of pauenger traiu 
2. Ditto ditto and good• or mineral train•, 

vehicJea atandiug foul or the line • • • 
3. Colliaionl between good• trains or part• of gooda train• 
4. Ditto light engines· • • • • • • 
5. Puaenget· traina or pnrta of passenger traina leaving the rniJ1 • 
6. Oooda &rniul or 1•nrt1 of gooda traiua, engines, etc., lenvh1g the rail• 

? , Trr.in1 or engine. trave1ling in tl1e wroug direction through pointe 
8. Tr.Lina running inOO atatious or aidinga at too bigb a a peed • 
9. JJitOO over cattle on the line • 

10. Ditto over obstruction• on tb& line • 
11. Ditto through gntes at level-crossings 
12 T.!.e bul'sting of boilel's of engineJ • • 
12(•)· Ditto • oHubet, etc., of enginu • • 

l a. 1'111! fail••re of mncLinery. IJ'I'inp, etc •• or engine. 
14. rrmto of tyrea • • • • •. 
115. Ditto of wheel• 
18. Ditto of axlea • • 
17. Ditto of brake apparah• 
18. llitto of coupling• • • • • • 
19. DiLto of tv.unela, bridges, viadnctl, culvert., eta. 

... 

20, lkoke11 raila • • • • • 
2L. The flooding of porLion1 of perma.neut.way 
22. Slips in cutting• or embankments. • 
93. Fi::-e in trains • • • • • • • • 
S4. Fire st atlltiona. or i.nto1ving iniurJ to bridg<!!l or viaducts 
al5, Ot.l11r ncei1lents • • • • • .. • • 

• 

, 
engioea and 

• 

TH!'OU-B.t..LII'j,U LI&B'I (2" 8'1). 

Namber. 

S~'"O E-. 
~·=~~ g.trs~~ li 
~l;:g.:H • • 
~~=:;~ 1 ~- ... ~~ 
~g.g.i ~ ] 
.~1:1~~ 5 0 .. 

. 1 1 

... .... 
1 1 
1 1 

2 2 

.•. ... 

:~_ ... 

Number 
of Number or Total all 

pauengen aenaota. elaae•. 
and other... 

..; od .,; .,; 
j 

.,; 

.!! !i : f 

~ • • 
i;:i :s 'E i;j !' 

... 

Number. 

3~-ae.. 
"tt'S'"•8 1! :m:::J<Zl e .~ 
Oe~CI='Q ! go~~ CIH 
..."~ ...... 
!i ~:g ~ 
-5"2~ .... ~ ~ . 
o8"CC·~ ~ ~~=;;-c 0 

6 2 
2 

... 

1 

~ .. 

'I 
2 

. 

1 

Number 
of Somber of 

pas&engert ee"anta. 
and otben. 

'l! 1 'li 1 ·a a :1!' :1!' .. .. 

.. 

1 ~~~~ 

Total all 
claaee11. 

'l! 1 a :1!' .. 

.... 

GW.lUoa LIGD'! (2' O"l. 

Na.mber. 

.si'c; 5-. 
~a~~~ 

0 .~ 

~=g='O 
~I;:; CIH ..o i.!-
_, •-gc 
1;''4~-"-
.:;;! <:I'd • .: 

lg~ g~~ I"' . 

... ... 
oY 

... 

.~ 

~ 
! 
= :3 :S 0 
0 ... 

1 1 

2 2 
1 1 

6 6 

6 6 

1 1 

2 • 
1 1 
• 2 

.,; 1 ;i 
.,; 

:'l 
f ~ 3 • 

:1!' "i1 .. .. .. 
----

l • 
'.!! --

.: ., 
0 
:;; 
: 
A 

~ 

.il 
e • z 

1 

2 
3 
4 
II 
6 

7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 

12(D) 

13 
14 

_15 
16 
17 
18 
19 

l!O 
21 
22 
23 
94 
215 

'= 
.. - __ /_ .. _'__/_""' ·--, . 
~-~~--------"----"•uh--~oM·~·~·~··~*~~&~+~'h~·~·~·~~-·~· ... -. ... ~,._ ...... 

.... 
Cl). 
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• ABS!t, 
,\CCIIIKSTS to \'RUNS, ROLLING·S'IOCK,, PEII.MANENT•\VAY, etc., reported during the TW . 

distinguishing the different CLASSES of ~~c~n~~T~-~~~ the ~u~~r ~~:~8~~~~~:; 
:HA.NLIA.RU GAUGK LINKS, --- -=--- • 

- --~---

I Twan• MOfiiTBI aBn•D 'fBI 31sT 

------------~D~·o~·~·~•·•~ljo~~~·~-----~----·!1 
--------:-----'METa[ 

hh.:;;-;--. 

1 ColliBiuos beLweeo tu•••enger 
trnint (lf part. of p&Asenger 
traina . • • 

9. Colliaiutll between pasaenger 
trair'll &nd good1 or mineral 
traint, engine•, and vehidea 
atamliug foul of the line • 

3. enUiaiolll between good• 
trnin11 or P"rts of gnod1 
train~ • 

4. Col!iaiona betwten ligl•' 
engine• • • • 

5. l'usenger tra.iua or purla of 
pllsBenJZer trAins lnving 
tbe rails . , • 

Good• traina or pR.tb of 
gooda traina, enginea, etc., 
lt;aving tl•e rails • • 

7. Trains or engiuea travelliug 
in tl1e wrong direction 
tbro••g:h l'Ointt . • • 

8. Traina running into atations 
or •idinga at too high a 
•pel'd • • • 

9. TrRina rum•i••g over cattle 
oo the line • • • 

1 O, 'l'raina running over ol.>struc· 
tiona on the line • • 

lL 'J'rain1 running through 
gRtC'I nt le,·~l·croasinga • 

12. The buretiug of l>Oile1'1 of 
enginea • • • 

12(•). 'l'he bunting or lubca, 
~tc,., of enginea •. • 

13. ')'he fnilure of mncli\ncry, 
1pring11, etc., of euginn • 

14. 'l'he failure of tyrea , • 
lD. DitLo of wheela • • 
16. Ditto of nlea , , 
17, Ditto of bra.ke &)•para-

18. 
19. 

tnt • 
Ditto of conpliuga • 
Oitto of tnnnel1, 

bridge•, \'i&,lnct•. cui· 
vert•• eto. • 

2 0. Rrokeu a·ui11 • o 

21. 'l'be Oooding of porlio1>1 of 
pe.-mnnent-way • 

22. Slip• in cuttinRI or emb&••k· 
meuh 

23. Fh·e in Ll"aina • • • 
24o Fi_re. r.t 1tati01!'• or involviug 

IDJnry to bradgu or vi••dut•t.,. 

Frnl.oua year. 

2 

19 

12 

I 

16 

3 

58 

31 

31 

190 

3 15 

1 1756 

10 90 

2 

9 

3 

3 

15 

231 

489 

15 
32 

3 
199 

48 

07 

' ' . 

70 

100 

5 

I 
231 I 

489 1 

15 
82 

3 
201 

3 I 
67 I 
63 I· 
46 

100 I 

Nnmber. 

8 

20 

82 95 

27 39 66 

49 ~16 495 

29 451 H 

I 
1s I 24 

5 2,292 2,297 

33 n2 1 125 

2( 1 21 

1 2~~ 12~: 
4 6&7 651 
1 5 6 

' 4 2 26 28 

1 
32 

6 
221 

... 2 

2 '165 

3 47 

6 34 

8 1~ 

~ 
258 

2 

l6i 

60 

40 

152 

Number 
of P'"" Number 
tentrerl of 181"' 

111d 't'an~l. 
other•. 

Tot•t 
all 

olusel. 

6 6 21 2~ 

21 30 5213H 

3l1 ll ... 1s 

1 12 .··· ·•· 

1 2 1 

1 1 

2 11 

'"i" .. . 

3 h 

I 12 

I 

1l1 ll .. . 1 1 2 

4l,l13 .. 4 ,. 17 

... ... ... .. .. 
... ... .. ... ... . .. 

........ 
2 ... 2 .. ... .. .. ..... 

............ 

. I .. . 
:: .... :: ....... , .. . 

... '"\ .. 

... ::: ·:. ./ .. 

Prevtou1 year. 

s 

17 

8 

34 

5 

7 

1 

11 

13 

12 

40 

77 

8 

sl 

28 I 

21 

12 

74 

05 

81 

10 

5 1,837 11.842 

7 69 16 

20 20 

57 57 

246 246 
6 • 
1 1 

6 86 42 

s 

22 

5 

s 
148 

6:1 

100 

21 

3 
1H 

6:1 

124 

2d 

62 

7 35 42 ,; 49 55 1l l1 1! 1 2 17 !9 

~ 
':lurnbn, 1 

2 

9 

21 

3 

2 

2 I I 
: 
' 

18 ; 27 

24 2~ 

6 5 

20 I! 

70 73 

10J \OS 

9 9 

8 1,855 ;I,,G3 
I 

10 82 92 

1 17 18 

1 ;9 Ill 

2i0 2W 
3 8 
I I 

8 1'0 68 

2 2 
2 141 143 

1 1 2 

102 10~ 

24 50 78 

1 20 21 

2 7~ 80 

26. Otl1cr acci.teut.l , , 
21 

§ I 
467 I 488 ' I I'UT!L •oR TRB TWBLU l!ONTUB (----=.::._;.~.-___:~~ li·---'8:!1...L:,:f25 f 66 l:f, 20. 1 4. 2 24 --~_!14/ --~!. 12 <2j IE',t_ 

:;~r TR0:0

3

1S\DRCKMBBU "' "'I .. I 815/5,227 5,542 ~~ti~4~5~02~ ,, .. ,,. ---=-~13,181 113.2,1! 
Previous yeu . ---:....:;,_

1 
..::.:_!!.._--.!!!!..!

1 t!!!l!.!J~U.:··~·~I @§~~~~jgQ!UI_.:::.,,J.,;.~,;;.J,.~~135_3_.17'_ 3,_309
11

;_· ... ·: ... 115 '4,108 4,223 15135 301 6S 4~ 201 ... ... ... • 
Menn mi\eRgo w01ked - -- -- - --
N, m~1Uer .'\f •en1mu cmploy;d , 16,471 
1 I'AIU•tni\eRg~ of a.ll fll'RCI'i fltiOIII 38 ,,\61) 
Number of }11\BBengl'n Cl\l'l'ied S3,U!l9,(J()O 
l'nssonger·milt>R.ge l11H,9~2.000 
P"r mean mile opcu- 7 .8(l4,10;I,OOO 

'l'rllin-m\h•nge nt nll dt>•Nit•tion, 
Number of \l''llltDgt>n t'krrit•d 5,0";G 
I'•Raengcr-milE'R.IZiil 1l,fl5!l 

'l'ot.al pu•t"ugen- 47:i,809 
~ i~'.id pPr mi.\1\on cf puaengcr. 
.unud ~:wr wil\ion ot pKuen.. 0·228 

grr. o , 

tiillet\ per million. of ' O·G90 
&er.mllu pa.aat>u-

12,292 
h9,2M 

39,39»,000 
103,854.000 

3,964,603,000 

3.205 
H,449 

32~,5:!5 

0'135 

luJnret\ per million of JIIIIBt:D· 0'006 
lfl'r·tnilr• =~~~~~====~~~~~~~o~·o~1;7~~~~~====7===~======~==~:l~========~o~~~~~ •oru.~- ~------

t Of tho•o' 110 WlUIIIOt. Pa8BCII1lCr. ~or b , wo "'-'re not pa t et~e, eleven were not p11uengera. 
1 Nnt (a) (IB1111enger (R), •eugert. .,. Of tblli!O, t'!'elltJ·three were not po.N8engen~ . 

.• ! ~~~ 11i~e:~:: five were not p!URengen~. Of tueae, 11.1. wore not p1ucngefll. 
§§ ot\b o ei.ll'bt wore 11ot puautt.gen tt Of theMe, eeventeen were not paiUIOhlfOrl. 

c•o, tuue we•e not p1u11enron~: 11 0 f tno11o, twentr were not pawgengera. 
§~ 0( thA-" th • .,_.. -"'•" .. _. --··-------
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t December 1907, as having occurred on the several RAILWAYS open for T · [ s 11.\FFIC IR NIIU, 
~1 and of Jl..ULWAY iiEIWA.NTS KILLED or [lfJUltED i11 e:J.ch cla~~ of a<Jcident. 
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.•. " 1 ... I 

31 : 21 752! 46 7.5 8o. ,_It' t ~ \, aa 26 
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1
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I i n/nu'! 1 
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1U,786,UOO 
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4,220 
10,8,:; 
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1!'147 

0'400 

0'~ 

0'013 

_.,___. _. ·'='-. ..;::~=-=. ~=-========~~~~~-:-...,.-----------,,.0, I 'leN su:tee, were not puaengen. 
IJII Or ,h ... 'ronr.one were nut ~u1ere. 
f ft Ul lb.:.., l•f IIJ•IW'O ,..,.,,. uo• D,....,.J-'""' 
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ABS'l'RAC'l' No, 6. 

PROPORTION of PASSENGERS KILLED an INJURED on the SEVERAL RAILWAYS open f " 
. orr~AFFrc; 

INDIA from causes beyond their own control in !ASSENGER JOURNEYs for the years 1892 
1 

. to 1%: 

d 

N ~KBEB OJ' PUIENGEBI i:ILLBD 
PBOPOBTION BBTI1RNBD , 8 ULLBD ~ UD 1Nll111BD IROM Qjl18E8 

DBYOND ~BBIB OWN COIITROL Number of pa10enger (fROM C.l.USB8 DIYOl!fD fBIIB 0 UID liHi~ 
WB CORT 

Yu:a. 
JBOll. AC\.oTDBN'l'S TO TRAINS. journoya (lnoiusive of · to NUKBIB CU.BIJll, 1~:1 

journeya by aeaaon 
ticket-holders). 

Killed, Injured. Killed. Injured, . 

1892 . . 8 ..j.2 127,230,914 1 in 15,903,864- I in S U·'''' J "'I 

1893 . . . 51 84. 135,262,950 1 in 2,652,215 1 iu 1,610 

1894 . 1 85 
' 145,462,546 1 in 145,462,546 1 iu 1,111 . 
I . 

• 

. 

1895 . . 8 37 151,723,981 1 in 18,965,498 1 iu 4,10 

1896 24 93 159,162,589 lin 6,681,775 1 in 1,11 . 

. 

' .. 
1897 . . . 22 128 

I 
150,til8, 092 i 1 in 6,846,277 1 in 1,1 

-. 

11!98 6 66 150,567,899 1 in 25,094,649 1 in 2,2 
. 

1M99 . 8 89 . 169,5~2,715 1 in 23,220,388 I in 1,8 

. 
lllOU . • 14 8~ 175,667,916 1 in 12,1:47,707 1 in 2,0 

. 
1901 3 4-1 

. 
lin 59,284,068 1 in S, 177,852,204 

11102 . 127 184 · 189,056,o11 1 in 1,488,634 1 in 1, 

. 
1903 116 210,231,000 1 in 4,204,620 1 in 1, ... 

1904 . 11 s:~ 22 7,097,000 1 in 20,645,182 1 in 2, 

1905 • . ;) 14.0 248,157,000 I. iu 82,719,000 1 in I, 

I 
I 

lllOf • . . 9 lot 271,063,UOO 1 in 80,118,111 1 in I 
' 

190~ • .\~ 150 1 in 6, 797,567 1 in 2 

I au5, ~90 ,500 
- ... 

~- .. = . -~ 

CALCUTTA: PRINTED BY SUPDT. GOVT, PRINT~N~, INDIA, 8, HASTINGS STREET. 



Appendix. I to the abstract return-of accidents on Indian railways. 
for the twelve months ended the 31st December 1907. 

Report oj the proceedings of a committee of enquir!l (at which a 
. Government Inspector was not present) tohich as1embled at Ha r t t · 

on the 17th ~pril 1901 to investigate the cause of •m acciJe~t 8 :hi~~ 
occurred at. m'le 44-18 and 19, between Haur and Panchkura, Bengal· 
Nagpur razlway, to No. 129 down goods train on the 14th April 1907. 

The commilt~e was constituted aB follows :-

H. G. DuNCAN1. District Traffic S11perintentlent . Pl'esitlent, 

C. W. BLUETT, .J.cting District Locomotive Buperi1Jtentle11t.} 
. . . Mem6cr1. 

D. LEsLIE, Daatnce Eng•nce1·. . • • • • 

DESCRIPTION, 

On the date named 129 down goods left .Khargpur at 21·20 hours for Shalimar with 
57 vehicles and a brakevan. After passing Haur station, and when{ running into Pancbkura. 
the driver felt a jerk and pulled up. He found that his train had parted, and that covered 

. goods wagon No. 23880, the 36th from his engine, was lying on the line, without its wbcels 
attached to the rest of the train by its side·chains only. On going further back he ,discovered: 
eleven other vehicles derailed and badly smashed, the line torn up and the formation surface 
damaged. The time was then 22-10. · 

The cause of the accident was found to be that the left band journal of one pair of wheels 
of wagon No. 23SSC had broken of!' at the shoulder, in consequence of becoming overheated; 
this set of wheels 1·an of!' the line, got caught in the ballast and was twisted athwart the line; 
it ~ben ripped the wheels from under four other wagons and the sudden stoppage derailed the 
·rest. A heap of wheels and axles, suflioient for four vehicles,· was heaped np in the middle 
of the track, surrounded by the bodies of their own and other wagons. 'rhe pair of wheels 
which bad caused the damage were found a little further on, with one jonmal broken off 
about two inches from the shoulder. The latter was "upset" as though it bad been heated and 
struck a., heavy endlong blow; the part remaining of the bearing was turned quite round and 
smooth, all marks of fracture having been obliterated. The whole appearance of this joumal 
pointed to violent overheating, but it had evidently run on for a considerable distance after 
the end hand broken off. Tbe broken end bas not yet been found, so that it is impossible 
to say how far the wagon bad run in this state. 

The carrying capacity of the wagon is 367 · maunds; it was at the tiine loaded with 
3641 maunds of grain in bags. · · · 

As will be seen from the evidence, the station master at Hanr saw that one of the ax lea 
was overheated, but was unable to draw the attention of the guard or driver to, this fact, and 
could not get a message through to the next station in time1to be of ~ny serVlce, though he 
seems to have tried to do so. . . 

The ma.1·ks of derailmer.t commenced about a hundred yards to the south of t~e p01nt 
where the heap of wheels was found, and were on the right side of both rails, sbow10g that 
tbe broken journal was on the left side. of the wagoll. . . • . 

'rhe line, which is double from Kbargpur to Sbal1mar, 1s stra~.ght and level at the &It&. 
of the accident. 

The accident resulted in damages to rolling stock to the aggregate value of Rs. 13,738. 

EVIDENCE, 

F. R. Sanifortl, tlriver.-I was driver of 
129 down goods "" K'nargpnr to Shalimar on tbe 
Uth. At mile 4.4;18, where tho ocoident oconrre~. I 
relt a alight jerk aa if tbe gnard bad applied hi• 
brake. I looked bock and aaw aparka of metal 
!lying, and I immediately applied the vacuum br•~• 
and •topped. I then went to tbe re•r of the tram 
to aee what bod happened, and oow one covored 
wagon riding on the rails on ito frame coupled on 
by tho oide chains. I went furtbor to ••• what lond 
happened to the r•or portion of the tn•in and '"" 
olenn wagons dorailed and blocking hth up and 
down linea. After seeing that ~be necesoary oigDKI• 

were nbibited to protect both linea, I proceeded I<> 
tho 1tat!on and informed tho otatlon m11ter of 
what bod occurred. . 

c,t.-Where waoyour eng1ne when yon brought 
your tnin to a 1tand P 

.A.-About a telegraph poat beyond the home 
aignal. l I d f , 

Q.-Worea.lloi~na o owere or yonr tra1n to run 
through Pancbknr& f 

.A.-Yeo. . 
Q.-Did you exchange oigoale w1th the guard of 

your train when yon left Hanr P 
4.-Yes. 



Q.-Oo which oide of the train P 
A.-on the right hand side. 
Q.-Did you notice anything wrong with your 

1rain P · 
A.-No. 
Q.-What was the nut train that came on the up 

line after the accident P 
A.-I think it wa• 118 up. 
Q.-Was it a topped at the otation Panchkura P 
A.-No. 
Q.-How was it stopped P · 
A.- The ~:uard and I exhibited dange~ aignall 

and placed detonators and oo otopped it. 
Q.-Where did it stop P ' 
A.-Aboot 200 ya1do from the place' where the 

iines were blocked. 
Q.-Whe" coming round the curve approaching 

the Cossye bridge did you look back at your train~ 
A.-Yes I looked back twice between Haur and the 

site of the accident. 
Q.-On which side of your train P 
A.-On both sides, left and right. 

'I ... 

G. Dench,' fireman, -I wea fireman of 129 down ' 
gooils on the 14th. When we passed lhrou~~:h Haur 
·we exchanged aigoala with ·the guard. Thio was 
done by driver Sandford on the right band side ofthe 
train. Between the two bridges between Hau.r and 
Panchkura after putting ou a lire I looked out ou 
the loft band aide of the train, butoaw nothing except 
-the light of the brakovau. When we passed the 
second bridge we eaw the signals lowered, I told 
driver Sandford that the line was clear through. 
After•I passed thia1·emark I felt a slight jerk and I 
looked bock on the left hand side and saw oparks. I 
called to driver Sacdford to come and look. lie 
applied his vacuum and stopped the train. Driver 
Sandford then took a I.mp and went b~ok to see 
what lind happened. He come back and told me 
that the train wao parted. 

Q.-When passing through Hanr did yo~ look 
for aignals on your aide of the tr.ain P 

A.-Yes. 
Q.-Did you notice any thing wrong with the 

traiu P 
A.-No. 

.E. L. Rawlin1, guar<l.-I was guard of 129 
-down goods ""' Khargpnr to Shalimar on the 14oth. 
I left Khargpll.r at 21·20 hours with a load of 57 
vehicles. When approaching Hanr I waa making· 
ou~ my wagon abstract, and, knowing that L was 
near the elation, I put the paper• down and gol 
hoi~ of my lamp. I wao then just passing the 
·statiOn platform. I looked out on theieft hand aide 
o.£ the train to exchange signala but finding~ no 
l•ghts 1 went to the other side and exohan~ed 
•i,;uala with the driver, After this I put my Ia';.p 
down and went nn with my abstracts. I felt 
noth}og ~otil my trnin was brought to a dead halt 
-at tho 11te of the acoident, I imn,ediately looked 
out on both sides but nothing appeared to be wrong. 
However, I !••peeled something and got down from 
my h1·ake With my lamp and went in the direction of 
the. engine. I had gone about the distance often . 
, "•h•c!es whe11 .I saw a num her of wagons heaped up 
blockmg the up and down lines. 1 returned to my 
hrakevan and took ont some fog lignala from my box 
an~ proc6e~ed past the derailed wagono to lind my 
<lrtver, oalh?g uut to him the while. After l had 
~;one aome dtatance he answered me and we met about 
ha~·way between the derailed wagon• and whe1·e bia 
engme bod atnpped:. I asked him to accompany me to 
tho site of the ~eratlme~t. :Whnat counting up the 
n.umber of VPhtcles derath•d m order to send informR.• 
t•on re~a~dlng the aecidont, I heard the beats of an 
avpro~ch10.g train. Knowing it could not be 79 down 
1 d_eotd~d It was an up train, and ran in the direction 
of 1t W1th m! lamp exhibiting red. After I had 
~ronA tHlme d lt~tance I thought of the detonators in 
m{?ock.,t and put ono down. I then ran furthe1• 
"'

1 my ~amp ahove mv hen.d, but the driver of the 
nrproachtng train d1d i.ot appear to notice it I 
• ~~~ted, but the train pl\estod me . as it did ~o I 
:t~~d•!j:'• Iii rehmdan look ont. The' train came to a 

er t a paa sed me some distance. 

. Q.-When pass!ng Hour you looked out 
s1dea of your tram. Did yo~ notice an ontbb~th 
wrong P 1 Jog 

A.-No. 
Q.-Did you amell a hot box p 
..f.-No. 
Q.-Is your sense of smell defoctive p 
A.-No. 
Q.-When you discovered th~t the der .1 wagono blocked both llneo why did IOU not at 81 ed 

take st.eps to protect the np line first and then°~h" 
down l111e P ' 

A.-I loat no time. 
Additional atatement :-
After reporting the accident at the 1tation I 

returned tu ~he Bite of tba acoident, snd, instructing 
a gacgman 1n the nso of tho detonators, sent him 
to protect the rear portion of my train as I knew a 
relief train would be approaching. 

Q.-Is it not the duty· of a guard to peflonally 
place detonator• and take ouch eteps as are necessary 
to l)rotect his train, both front and r~ar P 

A.-Ye.. 
• Q.-Wheu you looked' out on the left band aide of 
the traill passing the platform and atation buildin• 
at IIaur, did you notice anybody on the platformP" 

A.-No. 
Q.-At what speed waa your train travelling 

when passing Hanr P 
A.-Betw•on 18 and 20 milea an hour. 

Benwari Lall Chatterjee, relieving tusi•tant 
slatio11 master.-1 was on duty from 1~ hours on 
the !4oth instant. When I received the out report 
of 129 down goods from Dallichuk I gave orders 
to the jemadar to lower all three signals for the 
train to run through ao the seotion ahead' was olear. 
A bon~ 5 or 6 minutes after giving this o1·der l came 
on to the platform to see if they had beau lowered ; 
•eeiug thnt ~hey were I retnl'lled to the office. When 
1 knew the train was •pproaob lng I went out on the 
platfo1·m to aee the train in complete, as, io m)' doty 
to do. The train had by then come np to the end 
of the platform. As it passed I notioed that an 
axle box of one of the wagons was red hot. A 
pointsman waa otauding near me with a lamp in 
hia band and I told him to show a danger signal 
to the guard and dl'iver. He did so, Instantly tbe 
hrakevan pasaed, and I called ont to the guard 
that one wagon was hot, bot I do not know whethel' 
my voic• reached him. I did not notice him on the 
loft bandoide o£ the train. For about a minute I 
remained on the platfo•·m to see whether the ,ttaiu 
would slop ; but it did not, I then oame to tho · 
office and aaw thai the time by my office olock waa 
22·10 hours, and I ai~nalled the out report of 129 
down goodo to Panoh"kura, coded 22-9 and told hin• 
to receive an XXR message. He replied" wait.',' I 
then told him "pleaoe stop tho t~ain,". and, ~aymg 
this, I aignalled "XXR.': my !Dtenllon b~1og lo 
draw his notice in order that he might recetve my 
message at once. It was then 2~-U by my office 
clock. He then signalled '• All right," an~, after 
about a minute or so, he bega11 to r•oo1ve my 
meosage by acknowled~;ing each word, and he gavd 
me the all right signal signifying that he ha 
recoived my message correctly at 22-16. 

'l,h.& difference of time between my office clock 
and his waa five minutell, i.e., his time was 22-21 
when be gave me the all riflht signal. 

Q.-Up to how far away could you notice the 
hot box P 

A.-I could see it up to the down starter from 
where I was standing. (A distance of three 
telo<;raph pooh.) · · . • p 

Q.-On wbict aide of the train was the hot box 
..f.-On tho left hand oide. . 
Q.-When you noticed the hot box on the train 

and that the tl'ain did not .top in answer to. Y0:J' 
"danger 8ignala" wby did you not signBl the c~ 8 

DRR to attract Panobkura'a attention that oomcth1ng 
W88 Wl'ong p I d • r }ear 

A..-BcoauRe" DRR ., is nauallJ use .1n 1°8 e uld 
messages and I did not think that an aco1dent WO 
take place between Hour and Paocbknra, my abp· 
position being that only the wagon with the bot . os 
would be damaged, 



Q _What is the name of the pointsman who wa1 
standing near JOU and who exhibited the "danger" 
signals with hio lamp P 

.d.-I think bio name is Shreepathy. 

1' fl, Ghosh, assistant otation master.-I came 
. on d~ty at 18 hours on the 14th instant and left the 
station to have my meal at about 21-30, leaving B. B. 
Banerji, · aa~istant &tation master, in charge. I 
·returned at 2:!-50 and resumed chat·ge of the station 
from B. B. Banerji. 

Q,-Did son admit 118 up goods. 
A.-I came on to the ste.tton when 118 up had 

passed the hotre oignal and noticed that all signals 
·were lowered for it. 

Q.-Did you admit 80 up P 
.d.-No. 
Q,-Who didP 
.d.-B. B. Banerji. I went to aee what had hap• 

·pened when I noticed 118 nP and 129 dow~ stand· 
ing. 
· Q.-Hadlou taken over charge then P 

.4 .-I tol B. B. Banerji to wait at the otation 
·until myretutn after enquiring what had happened, 

Bhupati Banet:jee, assistant station masi•~--I 
·r•lieved aaoistant master T. N. Ghosh bofore the 
acoident. I r.oeived the out report of 129 down 
!<ODds from Hnur and lowered all three signals.· On 
receipt of the XXR ruosoalfe from Hanr I flaoed 

·the diste.n t and starting Signals at "danger ' and 
only kept the home signal lowered. '1' he train 
otopped for some time between the distant and 
howe •i•nal•, and I thought that the driver and 

. guard w;re enmining the hot axle. 
1 then lowered all eignalo for 118 up goods. 

This train pas•ed my otation. 
Q.-Where was 129 down goodo when you put 

. J'OUr distllnt and starting signa\s to "danger "~ 
.4.-When the train WB.II not in sight. 
Q . .:...Did you see 118 np goods stop P 
A.-Yes, 
Q.-How long after it p118sed your alation P 
A.-Nearly seven or eight minutes. 
Q.-Di~ you give the out report fo1• 118 up 

goods. 
.4.-I think I did. 
Q.-Where did 118 up goods stop P 
.4.-At the down distant signal. 
Q.-Did you admit 60 np goods P 
.d.-I did not. 
Q.-Did you give in report of 118 np goods to 

MachadaP 
.d.-Yes,· 
Q.-Did you give this after 118 up goods had 

pnosed your otati••n, or after it came to a stop P 
A.-After it pa .. ed. 
Q.-Did you receive out repo1-t of 80 up goods 

· from Machada P 
A.-Yeo. 
Q.-Did yon lower signals for 80 up P 
.4.-No. · 
Q.-WhyP 
.4.-:Becanae the up line wao blocked. 
Q.-When did you admit 80 np goods P 
A.-I did not admit 80 up as I went to sleep. 

Sh~etp4ty Dinabandoo, poinl1man.-I wao 
Blanding in one of the openings in the jatfery of 
the votandab of the alation bmlding and tho reliev­
ing Bahoo ""a stan din~: in another when tho train 
passed na. About the middle of the train I noticed 
a vehicle on fire and I drew the attention of tho 
Baboo to it. He ordered me to ahow a red light to 
stop the train, I ahowed a rod li•ht bnt tho train 
did not atop. All signal a worelo;ered for the train. 

Q.-Was the fire vioible for any distance P 
A~ Yea. 
Q.-How forP 
.4.-I could see it till past t~e atarting sigo&l. 
Q.-Did you oee tho guard P 
.d.-1 did u•·t 11ee him. 
Q.-Did the :Bahoo about od to the gaord P 
A.-Ye1, he ahGuted " gaard•', "guard.'' 

3 

. E. Gi6s•rt, drio•~--I wos driver of US up 
~~:oodo on tho 14th instant. All oigonl• were 
low?rtd for me at Panchkura. When pas<ing I 
~otxce~ a down train standing in tbe f'tation and 
Immediately after noticed a red lit:ht alongside tha 
down tra~, hut did not tnka· 11 aa being for me. 
I thought lt waa for shuntin~ on the down tr•in 
When 1 got up to it l he:rd •omebodv shout 
"Ho! Ho!" I instantly abut o!f end' afpliod 
my bral<o. I had my train in ab•olute contra and 
waa sts~tming at about. 20 to 25 mileo an hour. I 
also stood to the reversing gear iu caoo I found it 
necPssary to revetae. 

Q.-Didyou run over a fog signal P 
.d.-Yes. 
Q.-Whera was it placed? 
.d.-Abont the rear of the front portion of t~e 

disabled train, 

.d. S. Robb, d~ioe~.-I wna driver of 80 np on 
the night of the 14th in•tant. On approiiChing 
Panchkora otntion I found the bome sign•! lowered, 
but tho otb.r signals at danger. Ao l oame on tho 
·home eigaal was thrown up against me, and then 
1 etopved between the di.taut •nd home signals. 

Aa I waa detained for a long time I walked in to 
tbe station to find out what waa wrong, and disoov· 
ered that there had been an accident. 

0. W. Stark. cusistant caN"iage ezaminer.­
Q.-Were you on duty when 129 down good• 

loft Kbar~pnr on the 14•h inatant P 
.4.-v ••. 
Q.-When you enmined 129 down goods did you 

toke any noteo of defects P 
.4.-No, ond none ware broo~ht to my notice. 
Q.-What olalf had you to examine this train P 
.d.-Two wheel tappw·o, one wheel gnager, two 

oileN, and one oiler taking aigna.ture for the vacuum 
brakoa, Witness here at•ted that one of the re~nlar 
oilers did not turn up to duty, oo he woo replaced by 
a C&triage o]eaner WbO, in Wi\DoiS 0 Opinion, WBI 

thoroughly incompetent. 
Q,-What partioolar work wao thit man put to 

doP · 
.4.-EJ•mine the axle bote•, jou•·nal and brao<, 

and to brtOil to my no~iee any dofeot. 
Q.-WWist thio was being done whore were you P 
.d.-I h•d ~one to examine two timber truoko, 

'·which, on the previoua day, l1ad bloo labelo fited on 
by me and were allowed to run, lt wao noted on tho 
labels that the trucks were to bo worked b110k to th• 
ohops aftsr being unloaded. · 

Q,-What train were theao attached toP 
A.-To 129 down goodo. . 
Q,-Wbioh side of tbe train did. the aubshtnto 

eJ:::amine P 
.& -I don't know. . . 
Q'-D• you conoidor that the erammatJOn of 

cert;ia uleboxe• on tho t!ain by thio inoompetent 
man "'68 sufficient and Bl\tJafa.otory P . • . 

.J. -The11e ruen are no' taken on by us, •·'·• IBSJI• 
tont' earriage examinera, nor are they put to do 
their particular dnti_ea by us; lJot tho men arc 
given u• by the earru•ge eummer. • 

Q -Have you •ver reported to the oarnag? exa· 
min~r that these men tbat are given 10D are Jocom• 
potent P 

.4.-Yu. · hl t! I Q,-Did you make any report lD t I par cu or 
oaso p . d' 

,4,-No. lJut I have an entry JD my tary~ • 
Q.-Did you rrport the t .. t "'" . to l\1 r. Ennll<o 

)ate carria5r" e:u.mlner or Mr. EaplDD, the present 
incnmbent P • 1 1 t 

.A.-I have reported two preY IOU I ra•e• o , nPg ec 
f daty on the part of the oilers to Ml• E•J"no. 0 

Q.-IIave you ner tel'!'rted a caBO of lncompe· 
teacy on the p•rt of tho o•lor• P 

4 -No • this woo tbe firot case thot hoo <?me 
befo;o me' whilot :Mr. E•pino h•o been tamage 
euminer. h . t' f 

Q.-,Vho_i•.nspon•iblefor t e n:amiDa IOD o • 
train before 1t goe~ ootf • 

,A.-The auistant. rarri~tg" esam\ner. 'WJtnc~• 
here wiohed to add that be io git_en a ,fitter :orbo to 
in cbargo of the oilers, and, thaltl wao lmpontble for 



an assistant earrings examiner to examine every 
axle box ; therdore the fitter had to be relied nn to 
a jlre•t edeut 

Q.-If the axle box arrived in Khargpur. ~ea¥ 
and bad cooled down without anybody notJcmg 1t 
had beou hot, would not tbe outside appearance of 
the box lead you to auspect oomething P 

.&.-Had the box be•n boated to. any great 
•xtent, this is noticeable from the outa1de; but on 
this particular occasion nothing was seen. 

Balbhadur, assi1tant carriag• •zaminer.­
Q.-Wero you on duty when 111 down arrived 

a\ Khar~pur P 
.&.-lea. 
Q.-Did you notioe any defeats on the train P 
.&.-No. 
Q.-Did yon examine it P 
.d.-Ye.. · 
Q.-Did ~on namine all the axle boxes P 
.&.-Yes. 
Q.-How do you examine an axle box P 
.&.-In the case of a doable box the oover ia not 

taken of! ; it is paBSed by feeling it with the hand. 
In the ""'"of a single box the face plate ia moved 
aside •nd tho box examined. 

Q.-What is tho size of the jonrnal in a dnnble 
box P 

.&.-Nine by four inches. 
Q.-Did you examine all the ade boxea per• 

sonally, opening them and looking into them 
yourself P 

.& -Yes. 
Q.-Why dou't you remove the covers of the 

double boxes P 
.d.-Because these are the orders issued by Mr. 

Charleston, la.te carriage examiner. 
Q.-Why do you remove the covers from the 

sin~le bous P 
..t.-Heoause it ia eaoy to do so and according to 

the eani~2'8 examiner's ordan. 
N.JJ.-Tbe witness in describing the two lypea of 

axle boxes as " double.. and " single " meant as 
follows:- · 

Double box-cover plate fixed by two atuds in tbe 
same horizontal line. 

Single box...:cover plate fixed by studs in two 
oppooite corner~ with slotted boles. 1 

H. L. Sit•caf', &tation master, Panchkura 
Q.-:Wben did you come on duty on the .j.;; ! 

the aco1dent P o 
.&.-About 22·56. 
Q.-Wha' did you notice P · 
.&.-I onw a train standing on the down line and' 

asked assistant station maoter Bhupati Banerje 
what had happened. He replied that 129 dow~ 
gooda had come to a stand and that 118 up had jual 
passed, and that assistant station master T. N. Ghosh 
had gone to aee why 129 dcwn goods had otoppe& 
I aleo proceeded to find out. On arrivinlf at th; 
engine of 129 down gocas I asked for the dnVer, and 
wu told by the fireman that he bad gone to the rear 
of the train, I went along and met the driver and 
guard of 129 down, and they told me of the accident 
and asked me to return to tbe elation to iSine au 
accident message. I aoked them to wait till I bad 
seen particulars, but they told me that they coold 
give me these, and ao, at that time, assiatant alation 
master T. N. Ghosh returned from the site of the 
acoident, 1 sent him baok to ascertain mileage, 
telegraph poat number, and the number of vehicles 
derailed, and returned to the station with the driver 
and guard of 129 down goo is to iasne the acciden i 
wires. 

Q.-Did you see 118 np goode P 
A.-Yes. 
Q.-WhereP 
.4.-Close tn the down distant signal. 
Q.-Did yon notice any other up train P 
.4.-When 1 returned to the st.tion I noticed·, 

80 np etaoding ooteiile the up distant aignal. 
Q.-Were any signals lowered for it P 
A.-No. 
Q.-Did you admit 80 np into your alation P 
.4.-·Yeo. · 
Q.-How did yon admit it P 

. ..t.-1 piloted 118 up back into the station and' 
placed it on the down lin~ at about 0·35 hour. . I. 
then sent my jemadar to p1lot 80 up and placed 1t 
on tbe centre line &t about 1·15 hours. 

Q.-Why did you pilot 80 up P . · • 
.&.-Because it was a tanding onto1de the ••gnalo for 

a long time eo I sent my j&madar to pilot it in. 
Q.-When you came to the station did you knuw· 

that 80 np had left Macbada P 
.4.-No. , . 

FINDING. 

We, t.he undersigned, are of opinion that- . . 
The cause of accident was due to the jou rnal of an axle becoming red-hot and twJ.Stmg 

off. . Ji 
That no one is directly in fault. Indirectly driver Sandford and guard Raw ns, 

whom we consider coni~ only-: have exchanged signals at Haur. in a most. pe1·functo?' m.anner,. 
or they would have nollced e•ther the hot axle box or the ass1stant staho.n maste! s s1gnals, 
are at fault. We also consider the same two men to· blame for not takmg earher steps to· 
protect the up line after the accident. 

H. G. DUNCAN, District Traffic Superintendent. 

C. W. BLUETT, .J.cti11g JJistrict Locomolive Superi11teml,nt. 

D. LESLIE, JJiatrict Engineer. 

Remarks ~!/ tke Government In1pector of Railroaya. 
There can be no doubt as to the cause ~f the accident, and so far I agree w~th the 

finding. I cannot concur in the verdict that no one is to blame. I agree as to this w1th t~e· 
opin.ions of th.e :\gent and the Chief Mechanical Engineer (see Annexure No. 1) th~t t d 
can-1age exammmg stall at Khargpur are responsible; the wagon axle must have been 1n ba. 
order when the wagon arrived from Bila.spur, (which it did at 14-15 on the same day) 88• lt­

could hardly have got into such a state while running the 27 miles between that statiOn 
and the point of the accident. There seems to be a difficulty in removing the covers of what 
are termed "double" a:r.le-boxes which should be obviated. 
. A~ to·the responsibility of the !!'llard and driver I am not so certain. The driver s~tes 
In ~is. evidence that he signalled to the guard at Haur from the right side of his. engJne, 
This 18 .borne ou~, firstly, liy the gua•·d's statement that he first looked out on the left side, an~,. 
not seemg the s1gnal, went to the right, whence he exchanged signals in the usual way: an ' 



&econdly, by the fact tlmt t~e line curves to the right coming out of IInur, so that the dri•~r 
would naturally go to that stde so ns to have a clear view of the brake. If this be taken ns 
proved, it is evident that ne~ther guard nor driver would be in a position to see any demonstra­
tion made by the Haur stabon master, who would be on the platform or left side of the train. 
It has been settle~ that the brok~n journal was on this side, so that the driver would have no 
opportunity of s~emg that anythm{)' was wrong when waving his lamp, and the ~:uard would 
be prevented by the curve from seemg the axle-box of a wao-on 21 vehicles from his brake. 
He ought to have noticed the smell of burning oil, but mav have attributed it to other Q:lnscs. 
They b~th d~serv~ the punishmen~ which has bee~ awarded to them, however, for not protect-
in"" thelt tr••m w1th more prompt1tude and attentiOn to l"Ules. · 

" The station master at Haur acted with commendable vigilance, and his failure to make 
use of the code heading DRR might, I con•ider, be condoned. · 

The oil used is, I understand, vacuum or mineral oil. This is not a solitary case of 
overheating: one occurred shortly after this accident, at Sahdol, on the 11th May \907; the 
journal was hul'Dt off in this case also, but the derailment took place in a station. Observa· 
tions as to the efficiency of this and other oils seem needed. 

CucoTu: 

TAe 27tk June 1907. 

.T. N. D. LATOUCHE, 
Goevrnmenl Inspector of Railwa!JI· 

JJocunzerds accompanying- . 
Annexnre No. 1.-A;rent's letter No. Z257, dated 11th May 1\!07; and enclosut·es. 

Remarks O!J tA1 Senio1· Government Inspector of Railway1, Calc11tta . 

. I a •rec 'with the remarks of the Goyernmoot Inspe6(0r and of the Agent. The efficiency 
of th~ e~rti;ge esamining staff at Khargpur should b~ enquired into. 

I 

J, C. LYLE, 
Senior Government ln1pector of Railway•-

CucOTrA: 

Tne 1st J~tl!J 1907. 

Appendix I. 
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Annexure No. 1 in appendix I to the abstract return of accidents 
on Indian railways for the twelve months ended the 

31st December 1907. 

2257 
No. 2,316 , dated Calcutta, the lith May 1901. 

From-:r.lr. J. MU!aoJt, A~tent, Bongal•Nagpur nil way, 

To-The Jun1or Consulting Engineer to the Government of India for Railways, Calcutta . 

.Derailmenl of129 down goods hetween Haur and Panc!kura on 14tk .J.priZ 1907. 

I have the hono11r to submit herewith the joint report on the accident to 129 down goods 
betw~en Haur and P.mchkura on 14th Aprill907.. I disagree with the committee in con· 
sidering that no one was directly at fault; for my opinion is-:>.nd I may state that the Chief 
Mechimical En"'ineer a"'rees with it-that the carriage examining staff at Khargpur ia p1·in· 
·cipally to blam~ in not having properly e:a:a.mined the train on the night of the accident, for it 
is impossible to believe that the axle journals of wagon No. 2388-C. could have shown no 
signs of being hot on arrival at Khargpur and have yet got eo heated as to be twisted off on 
'the run from Khargpur to Panchkura, a distance of 28 miles. I agree in considering that the 
·driver and the guard are both to blame for the perfunctory manner in which they must have 
exchanged signals at Haur not to see either tbe assistant station master's signals or that an 
axle was very hot. I also consider that the driver and guard should pave taken more prompt 
steps to protect the wrecked train. 

The punishment to be inflicted on the driver and guarJ is still under consideration with 
the heads of the Locomotive and of the Traffic Departments. 

I agree with the recommendation that Bhupati Banerjee should be fined Rs. 2 for inntten· 
'tion, but I have not approved of the proposed punishment of assistant station master B. L. 
Chatterjee as I consider that he showed cousiderable sense, and that it is doubtful whether he 
should have used tbe code signal DRR. 

T. 12·4991 
No. 24 , dated the 8th May 1907. 

From-The Traflio Maoager, 131, Bengal-Nagpnr r~ilway, 

To-The Agent, Bengal-Nagpur railway, 

.Der~ilme11t of 129 dow,n goods lietwm1 Haur and Pancltkura on 14tll. .J.pril 1907. 

I forward h~rewith the proceedings o~ joint enquiry held in this case, together with a 
copy of the covermg letter from the Distnct Traffic Superintendent Khargpur, and a report 

from the Chief Mechanical Engineer, dated the 26th Aprill907. ' 
2 .. I agree with the punishments recommended by the District Traffio Superintendent, 

-except m the c~se of B. L. Chatterjee. This man showed consillerable presence of mind, and 
a~ though he .failed to use the DRR. code, yet he took prompt action with a view. to stop­
ping the tram. 

3. The gnard a.nd driver both showed considerable slackness and failed to carry out G. R. 
181 (2), and it is chiefly for this reason I propose to inflict the heavy fine in the case of the 
.guard. 

No, C.-141·1501, dated 23rd .April1907. 

From-The District Traflio Superintendent, Khargpnr, · 

To-The Traflio Manager, Calcutta. 

Panckkura Btation ma8ttr'8 X.-z. c. s.-49 of 14tll. .J.pril1907. 

I beg t? send herewith the proceedings of the joint enquiry held on the above accident. 
. 2. I ~hmk you will agree with me that guard Rawlins did not in the first instance pay 
the !'-ttent10n he should .have to his train by keepinl!' a sharp and intelligent look-out between 
s~atlons an~ ~hen pnssmg them; because had he done so, he would certainly have noticed the 
otgnals exb1~1ted by the ass!stant station master of Haur; and I have good reason tn believe 
that the~e n~~a.ls were exh1bit•d, from the •ubsequent action taken by the assistant station 
master, 111 w~rmg to the next station. 

h 3f t~am, after the ac~ident occurred, he seems to have quite lost his presence of mind, 
as t e 1t e to take any act1on to protect the up line a<>ainst approachinoo train•, until he 
.ac ua Y heard the beats of one steaming up. Driver Sa~dford, I consider,"' wa.a equally if not 
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mor~ to blame in th!s connectio'l, as he w:u able to le~rn the ex lien~ of t.h~ daml"'a sooner b 
seeing the wagon w;•thout wheels athcaed. to the front plr~io 11 of hil train, ;hich he hJ 
dra,. .. e:l for some dtshnce. 

"4. Rawlins iacrimina.tes himself in the additional s~atem~nt made bt h1'm th·t· he 
• • • • 0 , • pro• 

tected. the rear portion of hu tr~1n ag~mst 
0 
approaching toelief trains y hln ling th~ fo"' 

siQ'llals and lamp to a gangmano In my opimon he should have placed. these fooo sioonal~ 
bi':nself and then instructed the gangman to show the red li<>ht. " " 

5o Assistant s~ation master B. L. Chatterjee did not ~ealise the dan"'er of allow in"' a 
-wa"'on with a. hot-axle to continue running and did not a.ppear to be conver~ant with the t~ue 
.me~nin"' of paragraph 25, Chapter I of Appendix B toW. T. Book, 

Tb~ evidence of the engine stat! a~d assistant station master B. Banerjee in re"'ud to 
the lowering of ~ign~ls for 129 down dtffe_rs, but I am inclined to tnin~ that the a:sis~a.nt 
station master dtd give the order for the signals to be placed for a stop out of course but 
th•t they were pb.ced thus, simulhneonl with the accident. ' 

Accordi•tg to your instrnctions, evidenc~ in regard to the a~mitting of llS up and SO up 
•wae taken. In the case of SO up th~t of dr1ver Robb and the station mtster, Panchkura in 
-re"'ard to the lowering of signals dil!erd. Driver Robb found the distant si"'nal at dan"'ar' and. 
th~ home signal lowered, so proceeded to cJme into the station, bnt was stopped by th; home 
signal heing put t1 "dan gar 11 again. Assuming that all siguls WeN lowered for llS up, is 
,it likely that the assista.nt &htion master would placa the starter and dishnt to "dang~r" 
-and keep the home only lowered for the ne~t train, Moreover, the trains register at Panchkura 
. shows that the train was reportei "In 11 2 houu and 25 minutes after leaving Ma~haoh. 

I recommend that guard Rawlins be lined R~S and. assistant station m~:rl;era 
-B. Banerjee and B. L. Chatterjee R~ each, the former for inattention and the Jat;ter for 
not using the co:le ORR to draw B. Banerj~e's attention, 

0 

Before,closing, I should like to bring to yonr notice that I was treatel to a ~roH piece 
of insolence by the 1st assis\a.ut sorter of 4 up Mail of the U~h, when I raqu3lted htm to a•sist 
in transhipping the mail bags. He absolutely raEusei to assist, and t1o'c up a very threat m 
.ing attitnde at the door of the postal van, although the held sorter was ha.nling the bag-o 
out himself. He aln tried to incite the oth~r sorteu not to help. This mn's n'lme is Dij1 
.Podo Ghosa.l. 

I should also like to b1-ing to notice the gre1t a.Jsistuce rendered bf Mr. BowJer, 
P. W. Inspector, Khargpnr, in the transhipment work. His resource in gettmg labour was 

-unlimited, a.ud he did not spare himself in his el!ort1 te> get the work done a.e qnickly and 
. efficiently as possible. 

No. A.-283 B., dated 26th AprU 1907. 

From-The Chief Mecbanioal Engineer, Khargpur, 

To-The Snperintendent of Transportation, Calcntts. 0 

Accident to 129 down on 14tll. .April 1907 at mile 44-18. 
I enclose a. copy of the above accident report for yonr information with the intimation 

·that a fnrther report as to th3 da.m,ges d1ns to the Nlling st •ck in th:s accident, and the 
·cost thereof will be seut lat3r on. . 0 

2, I regret I cannot agree with the finding arrived at ~y t~e joint co:nmi~tee tn thts c~s~ 
3. I hold the carriage examining stalE at Kbar~pur prim:mly to bla!fie •n not hav.a .. 

properly examhied the train, on the night of the accident, and dne to thetr. neglect ?£ duty 
-one of the axle journals of waooon No. 2388-C. became so overheat~das to tw•stollt,heJo~rnal., 

4. Of course the driver a~d the guard ara indirectly to blame, for not exchangtng 61gna\e 
-at Haur in aocorda.nce with r 11Je a.n.i had they done so, they would then h ~vo sean the 

0 station master's si.,.nals and th,;s have been able to averc the accident. h t' 
li. I am dea.l~g ~th the staff concerned, and will let yon hear later as to t e a.c 10n 

taken by me. 



Appendix. II to th,e abstract return of accidents on Indian railways 
fol' the twelve months ended the 31st December 1907. 

:Report of the proceedi11g1 of a commilfee o~ enquiry whick ammbled at Chnindwara atatio 11 
on ~lie 9t!J Decem_ber 190? to Mv.eat•gate the cau&e of colli1ion between an up coal 
tra1n a11d a aaunt1ng e11g1ne, at m1le 781, :Rengal·Nagpur raihoay on 18t!a November 
1907. ' 

The committee was composed of the fol!owing officers :­

C. CARROLL, Distric~ Traffic Superintendent , , 
M. H. 0LnFIELn, D1strict Locomotive Superi11tendmt 
J. LAW, District Engineer 

• 1'1LESIDENT. 

:} MEMBERS, 

H. L. CRUTWELL, Assistant Enginee1· , PRESENT • 

. 
DESCRIPTION, 

On the morning of 18th November an up coal train left Jhilmilli at 4·26 hours. At 
that time the Chhindwara yard was in a congested state and there was no line-clear on which 
to admit the coal train. F1·om about 3-30 hours, i.e., some little time after the arrival of 
66 up mixed and up to the time of the accident, shunting was going on at Chhindwara. 
When the assistant station master on duty at Chbindwara received the out report of up coal 
train at 4-28 hours, he instructed the jemad'lr to clear No. 3 line for the admittance of this 
train, but beyond giving verbal instructions he, the assistant station master, did not 
personally take any precautions to protect such shunting, which, in ordinary circumstances, 
would not or should not have been perfo1·med. The assistant station master should have 
satisfied that this shunting was properly protected. The up coal train made up 10. minutes 
in the run from Jbilmilli and approached Chhindwara distant tigoal at about 5-10 hours. 
The dliver seeing the distant signal off, the home signal at danger and also seeing a green 
light being waved to him at or near the points looked upon the latter hand signal as a. 
signal for him to proceed cautiously up to the facing points; he did so. At this time, 
however, some wagons, taken !:rom No. 3 line were being backed on to No. 1 line and the 
green hand signal which the driver of up coal train mistook for bimsel,f was being given to 
the shunter on the shunting engine on which there were no lights. As a certain amount 
of noise takes place while shunting is going on, none of the station staff observed ~he 
approach of the coal train. When the driver ofthe coal train wa1 not far from the shuntmg 

·engine be observed a dark object in front and immediately applied his vacuum-brake, but 
the train could not be pulled up in time to prennt a collision. 'I he impact was slight 
and the damages nit. 66 up -mixed was the last up train admitted into Chhin~wara 
previous to the up coal train .. After arrival of the mixed trai~ the arm of ~he d1stant 
si~al remail!-ed down through being out of o1·der, a fact wh1ch was not not1ced by the 
ass1stant stat10n master. , 

EVIDINCB. 

K. 8. Srinarain, auiatant •lation master. -1 
was on duty on the night of the 17th and morning of 
18th. Up coal train left Jhilmilli at 4·26 hours and 
2C6 up was formed and k•pt ready on the platform 
line to I• ave for Kheroadob. At •bout 6 houn all 
ltation linea were blocked and two shunt• were 
roquired to admit np coal train in th• y•rd and 
I inatrncted the jemallar to finish the two shunts 
soon and ~et the line-clear end not to give any 
aigoala tu allow np ooal train In the yard. In 
the meanwhile I wao taking r,assongero for 206 up, 
watching the home signal a so. At 6·13 or 6·14 
one of the pointomen came and informed me that the 
shunting engine got little bump by engine No. 0035 
of up coal tl'8in. I al once sent ihe aanio man to the 
alation master and I aloo wentto the place after clos• 
ing the trebrol tube. By the time 1 got there the 
driver of up ooal, Mr. Green, and guard Molder 
•ere atandi&g near tho site of the accident and 
tho alation maater also then c~me U!'· The driver 
Informed us that the distant signB.l wa• lower<d 
and so be entered the yard, but the diotant bad not 
boon lowered by any of the station staff. After the 
arrinl of 66 np 1 had noticed that the diatant 
signal was all r~gbt. I then gaye line•oloar for 
tl!e ooal train. No warning or any whistle wao 
gtven by the drinr of up coal train on nearing 
the alation. There were only he empties (open). 
on~ covered (empty) and one ro•d·von o~ np cool 
tra10. The guard of thia train would therefore have 
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plainly heard tho whiotlo if the driver bad whiatled 
wbioh can be aacertsinod by tho guard. We were 
not propored to allow tbe up coat lraln into our 
yard as both side points wero fooled. 

Q.-How did you see that the diot.ant oignal waa 
all right after the admittance of e6 liP P 

.A.-I noticed the white light on tho oignal which 
'indicated the arm wao at dan~or. 

Q.-Dtd yon aee tbie poroonally P 

.A.-Yea. 
Q.-How do you know tho distant olgnol wu nol 

lowered by an1 of the stali P 
.A.-Becaaoe theJ wore allenK"ged on obanting. 
Q.-llo• many men were oa daly P 
.A.-One jemodar and three ~olntomen. 
Q.-Wbalwere thor doingP 
.A.-1 cannot say. 
Q.-Do you kno• from 1our own knowledge 

whether there wu a man at the potota or oot P 

.A.-No. 
Q.-WbonJou wool to the ~ite of the accident 

did yon notice the a tate of tho J.nra for the diJtaut. 
sign•l P 

• y ·• wae 1'n ita normal poeition, ;.,., a\ ....- eo, .. 
danger. 



Q.-Did you see the distant signal From the points 
after seeing the condition of the lever P 

.&.-Yes, I saw the signal arm down. 
Q.-What time wns this P 
.&.-About 6-SO or 5·35. 
Q:-Ara you quite sure you saw the arm down P 
.&.-Yea, quite sora. 
Q.-Have you any idea why the lever wu at the 

danger position and the lll'm down P _ 
.d.-This oan be done by pulling the wire and 

letting it go gently. 
Q.-How do you know this P 
.d.-By experiment afler the accident. 
Q.-Did you see any light at the signal when 

Jon saw tho arm down P ' ' 
A.-No. 
Q.-Why didn't you see a light at the signal P 
A.-I can't explain but I couldn't see any light. 
Q.-Ate you quite sure you didn't hear the engine 

whistle for signalo P -
A.-Yes. 1 wu buoy in the office iuuing tickets. 

There wera about lilteou passengers. 
Q.-When yo11 went to the site of the accident 

did you notice whether there were &ny light• on the 
shunting engine P 

A.-There were no lights on the shunting engine. 
Q.-Are you quite sure P 
A.-Yes. 
Q.-What made you notioe thit P 
A.-lf there had boon any lights the driver of up 

coal would have seen tho light. 
Q.-Were there any lights ou tho engine of up 

coal train P 
A.-Y oa, there were dim lig h ta. 
Q.-How many P 
A.-Two, one rod and one green. 
Q.-In what pooition P 

- A.-Rsd light on the right haqd side of the 
engine and the green on tho left. 

. Q.7.' W~y did {,oo disregard the ~ule prohibiting 
lhllDtlDg 10 the ace of an approaoh1ng train p 

.<1.-The:o were only two shllD!s to be performed 
to clear a hoe, 

9.-Wby was not this done. before the up coal 
tram waa dna P 

A.-I made a miatake. 

Q.-Could your shunting have been done before p 
A.-No. 
Q.-WhyP 

.d.-My yard wu completely • blooked with about 
-ro vehicles. 66 up arrived at 9·52. It was about 
3-~0 or 3·~ be!ore I finished the work connected 
With th~ reception o. f 66 up. I . then prepared the 
summa!••• of ~6 up, and gave ilne·clear for the up 
ooal tram at 3·o5. F•-om 3·40 shouting operati~ns 
~ommenaed. ~ _ 

Q.-What shunting operations P 
.d.-Forming of 206 up and 65 down. 
Q.-When wao thio work finished P 
~--It W'lll about 4-50 bonn. 
Q.-Did you receive the out report of up coal 

tram, and at what time P 

.d.-Yes, at 4-28 hours, time quoted 4.·•6 (depar 
tore from Jhilmilli). • • 

'hQil.'7.l'~that io ~he run for the up coal lroin from 
" mu 1 o Chhmdwara P 

.A.-51 min .. tes. 
Q.-Whnt time was the collision p 
.A.-net ween 5·10 and 5·18, _ 
Q.-Wos Your_ home signal borning p 
A.-Yea. · 
Q.-Wao the signal at daogor p 
.A.-Y ... 
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Q.-Wna the lamp burning brightly p 
A.-Yeo, 

Q.-Has your ynrd been in a state ol hi 
fure P ock he· 

A.-1' es, often trains have several timu h d 1o 
be kept outside slgnalo, before they could b: d 
mitted. • • 

Q.-Knowing that up coal train had leh Jhilm'll' 
at 4;26, and y~ur yard w•• blocked, did you take; 1 
spoc•al preoaot10no P _ ny 

A.-I instrocted my jemadar to see thnt no signal! 
were given even If the train whistled, and I told 
the jomadnr that the train would b• admitted alter 
it had been stopped at the distant aignnl nod shunt· 
ing wao over. 

Q -Were you in the yard during the night 
when shunLiag was being performed P 

.&.-Ye•, ttvic•, but not after the departure of 
the train (up coal), 

Q • .:...Did you op<>ak to the jemadar alter the 
departo1·e of up coal P 

.&.-Y... -
Q,~When ;ro~ were in ~he yard, wh~n shunting 

was go10g on, d1d you notiCe the ehuntmg engine 
had any lighto P , 

A.-No lights at aU. 
Q.-What lights should a shunting engine 

corry P , 
A.-Danger lights at both enda. 
Q,-Do you know what your duty Is when you 

aee •n engine shunting without lights P 
.A.- I should draw the shunter's attention to 

this. 
Q. -Did you draw the ohunter's at ten lion to it P 
.d.- \'ea. 
Q.-What did tho shunter say P 
.A.-He oaid that tho passenger driver who arrived 

by 66 up took tho dub bora with him and that he 
wao n<ot supplied with onffioient stock of oil and that 
he hadn't any ap&l'e dubbor•. 

Q.-You allowed the engine to move about 
without lamps P 

,&.-Yea. 
Q.-WhyP 
.&. -Because I would not have been able to clear 

the yard. 
Q.-Does the ohunting engine move about without 

a light every night P 
.A.-Y•s. -
Q.-Have you ever known the distant signal to 

be out of order P 
.A.-No . 
Q.-Did you 01perlmont with the distant signal 

after tbe accident P 
A.-Yes. , 
Q.-What did you 'lo P 
A.-We all pulled the wire and let it go alow)Y 

and tho signal arm romaine;! down (olf), and sg&ID 
when we lot the wire go qniokly or rather sharply, 
tho arm went up all right. 

Q.-Did you make any report that the signal woo 
out of order after tho accident P 

A.-No. I made no report. 

Gulgao iemad<Jr.-In the morning ol' the 18th tl•e 
yard wao blool<ed. Tho asoiatant otation master t~ld 
me that up ooal train had left Jhilmilli. 1 told bh" 
the line was blool,ed and ho told me to clear t e 

-line. I intended cle&~ing tho tbi!d line. There 
We1·e 6 open trncko on tho third line. The engine 
wao at the Jhilmllli end of the yard. The 
en~ine was attached and the 6 trncka were dr~wo 
beyond the facing pointo. We were then shnntwg 

· back on to No. 1 line, where some vehicles w~re 
standing. One pointoman was oent abroad to g'IVB 
signals for backing on the vehi<leo already on No .. 1 
line. We were abunling back toward a the station 
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and when onr wagona bod passed No. 1 pointo, I 
was near the water column. I beard •ignalling. 
At this time two wagona and the engine were on 
the Jbilmilli si•le of the facing point. when the up 
coal train oollide:i with the shunting engine. When 
the collision took place I showed red. The homo 
signal was nt danger an~ also the distant and no 
line was clear for the tram. I then went toward• 
the up coni train to find who the driver wao, and 
I asked him what had happened as no sign•l• were 
given for the train to como in. Tho driver did not 
say anytbing ll•en. 'l'here were two pointsmon 
near •t the time and I sent one to the station 1.o 
repo:t the a<oident. Tho third pointsmon came 

· running np al•o immediately alter the colli•ion. I 
nlso went to the alation and told the asoiot.ant. Tho 
&tat ion master was in the good• office and he WBI 

a lao called. We all went up to the site of eollision 
ogain. Mr. Green wao thera and also tho gnard 
of up coal. They spoke in English and 1 do not 
know what went on. The driver of up coal then 
asked me if I bad thrR.!hed the poin t•man for 
lowering" the distant signal. I replied, there wao 
no pointsman at the points and bow could any 
si11oal b• given, and why ahould I hit him. Wb•n 
thio conV&'oation took place t~e driver of np coal 
was on the ground on the other side of the points 
(Jhilmilli end). 

Q.-Did the asaistant alation master tell you the 
train had left Jhilmilli P 

..t.-Yes, but I don't know what time the train 
left, but I wae shun ling at the time. I had two 
shunts to perform to clear the line. 

Q.-When did you commence shunting after 
. arrival of 66 up P · 

.A:-About half an h~ur, and we ohunted.for 
about an hour, and after thio or at this lime tht 
assi.otant told me the np coal train bad left. 

Q.-Did you receive any instructions from the 
.a .. istant when he told you the up coal troin had 
left P 

.A.-No. 
. Q.-How many men wai'B on duty when ehunting 
'WBS going on P . . 

A.-Three. 
Q.-What were they doing P 
.A.-Ono man was at the faoing point. and the 

aecond man wae at No. 6 pointo. 'fhe third man 
was at No. 6 points. 1 was giving signals on the 
ground. I looked to see if the train wao coming, but 
as loaw no train and heard no wbi.tle I went on with 
the ahunt ing. I wao giving a green signal to tho 
ohunter and it io quite po,.ible the driver of the up 

·coal train could have seen it. When we were back· 
ing on to No, 1line the pointamau at No.2 point• 
was sent back towards the station to ahow a lisbt for 
the wagons on No. lline. I did not see the other 
two pointsmen ao the vehicles were between na. 
When the collision took place two pointomen were 
on the other aide. I could not aee what lights they 
had. 

Q.-Were there any lights on_ the engine of up 
·coal train P 

.d.-Yes, When I weut to the engine immediutely 
afler the accident I saw a red and green light •. 

Q.-Were there any lights on the shunting 
enKineP 
· .4.-No. 

Q.-Do yoc ever have lights on the •hunting when 
performing ohnnting at night P ; 

.4.-No, hut oinee the accident engine lighta have 
been noed. 

Q.-After the accident could ~ou see the elate 
ofthe distant •ignaJ P • 

.4.-I could not oee th arm but saw a white light. 
Q.-Who gave the oignnl (distant) for 66 up P 
.4.-Pointsman Bhunji lowered the distant s;gnal 

after I had given tho hom& signal. 
Q.-After •rrival of 66 up did you aee the dis tan~ 

eignal P 
.4.-Yu, I oaw the wl>ite ligt.t. 

q.-Ao y~n ,were ~:iving ·i~nale to tt.e ahunlin~t 
~ngme why d•dn t you oeelhe up eon! trnin nppronoh· 
Jog P 

..tf.-If tberel1ad been no vehlolro In front of me 
I could hav.!' ••en the engine, but I could not .,.e fnr 
ahead. I was then on the otation side of tho wat•r 
column. 

h 
Tikam Dau, l'Oi11hman.- 011 t.he mnrning of 

t e 18th I wa• on duty. We "e'e ohuuting oomo 
vehicles from No. 3 line to No. !line. 1 wno on 
No.2 poioto at 6nt and the.n 1 walk.d olong 11'ith 
the wa.~ono towordothe stat JOn, to obow the position 
of vehiclea on No, 1 line. 

At this time the co!li,ion took place, I wao then 
f~ur 'Y•gou long tho from the point•. ll,ad a w!,;to 
hght lU my hnnd to show tho position of vehiolcs we 
were oom}ng ~n to. ,I did not hcor I he train (up 
cool) commg m. I did not hear any whislle. 'l'he 
other pointomcn we~·e on the other •ide. 
, ~.-Could you aee tho distant signal when tl•• col• 

l•Blon took piMe P 
.4.-Yee, I oaw the white light but could not••• 

the arm of the signal. 
Q.-Did you tell the iemadar oomotbins about 

the d1iver of the train pulling the s!gnal w;re P 
A.-Yes, I oaid I aaw the driver shaking it ( th• 

wirel, but I can't soy 11'hy ha was aotually doing it. 
· Q.-Wbere were yoa at the lime P 

.4.-At the point•. 
Q.-Any one el!e with you at the time P 
.4.-Yte, l!hunji. 
Q.-Whera was the driver P 
.d.-Going towards the brake • 
Q.-Whut happened after the wiver came book P 
A.-He •caused me of having been beaten by 

the i•mador bnt 1 aaid no I l.adn't been Leaton. 
Q. -Did yon see the driver pulling the wire P 
A.-I didn't see the driver pulling tbe wira, but I 

oaw the driver bending down. 
Q.-Woa the driver nlone when he aoouecd you 

of belug beaten P 
.4.-Yes, the guard came up aftcrwardo, 

B~ullj;, pointoman.-On the morning of tho 18th 
I was on No.4 poinh when they w.re ahuniing from 
No.8 line to line No. 1. When the vehicle• were 
beiug booked on to No. J, a coli ialon took plaer. I 
wao then on No.4 points. When I hoord ths noise I 
went ahead. When I waa on No. 4 points I wa1 
ohowing • green J;gbt towarda the aho.nting .engine 
which was then beyond tho outer faoing po1nt. I 
remained on the points a• the engine bod to como 
back over them to go into al•ed. 

Q.-A1 you were on No. 4 point. why did 'on 
not see the ccal train approaohlng P 

.&.-I did not hear any wl<iatlo or noiae nad did 
not aee anytWng coming along. 

Q.-Did you lower the distant oignallor V6 up P 
.4.-Yes. 
Q.-ll~w did yon give it t 
.A.-By pulling the lever and oeeing the white 

light disal'pear, and when .I threw Lack.thoi•vrr, 
after admitting 66 up, I og&In aaw tl•• whlloi•IILt. 

Q.-After loweri•g ~be dist.aut oig••al how did 
you put it to danger agam P 

.4.-Dy throwing over the lovrr. I let it ao 
with a jerk . 

Jlerallecl.-After the cnllioion I went near 
poiuta No 2 •hore 1 found Tikam !J.,,, Tl••n the 
driver got oll the engine aud went toward• the brake. 
When be got about two wagono leng~h away I .""" 
tho d• iver bending down o•or I be w~re. Tho clnver 
then came ADd accu11ed the pt~inhm an T1ka'n Dau 
of being bea\en by the jemad•r and lowrrlng the 
sign•!· l'be drinr woo acromp1nied b1 the guard • 

:M.ooZ Shuder, •laUun m uler.-011 the lBLh 
morning 1 wat in the gOf..dt .. l.ed "hrn t·oint..man 
Nokhe came aud informed mo thai a colliaio• bad 



taken place between the shunting engine and up.c_oal 
train I left the good• shed office, and on IllY gom~ 
to th~ opot I found home sign~! was. at ~ongor .an 1 the lever of the distant oogn.al 10 1ts no~!!'• 
osition. When I got to the Bite of th~ oolhoooll 

fhere woo about S or 4 feet between the engmes. The 
dri•cr of up eoal tr•in infor"!ed me tb.at he ha~ been 
bumped by the shunting ongme. 1 d1d n?t d11011BS 
that point then, but as Mr. Green was gomg to the 
distant signal! followed him and we Slw the arm 
waalowerel when we got there. 

On our 1·eturn shout balf·way back or mor! th!• 
aide of the bridge, IIIr. Green, who had a lamp m h1s 
Land, brought to my notice a'!'d ooid, " ~?ok h~re, 
station master, the wire Ia bemg released '?ean1ng 
the signal io beia~ put to danger. I ~ept qm•t. then 
and came back to the points and we tr1ed tho 11gn.!'l 
which was then in good ordor. We brought the tro1n 
into the station and rep01·ted the acuident •• Next 
day, when the 'J'rsffio lnspeotor. came for engu1ry, aa 
it was e•rlv morning, looked h1m to come over to the 
place and we both went thoro. I then polled the 
wire of the distant signal, lowered the arm and then 
n~nin vory slowly I released the wire and the signal 
arm did not move at all, but remained in the olE pool· 
tion. Then ogain I let the wire go quickly and tbe 
arm w•nt up. 1hls experiment 1 made twice ia his 
presence. 

The ossistant alation master told me he never 
ordered tl•e distnnt s'gnal to be lowered, and the 
ddver informed me th11t the jemadar abused and 
ns•aulted 1 oint am an Tikam Dass for lowering the 
signal, bot on onquhy 1 focnd tht when the acoi• 
dent tool< Jlace, thia puinbmau waa not on the poinh, 
bot t~at loe wao aent by the jemadar to ahow a light 
on the vehicles standing on No. I line on "biob ho 
was Llingi~g other vehicles with the abunting engine. 

Q.-When you got to the site of the acoident 
did you ••• any head light. on \he np coalengi~eP 

..t.-I s.w the two side lighh. ' 
Q.-Were there any lights on tho ohunting 

engine P 
A.-No, none ahll. 
Q.-Was it a very dark night P 
.d.-It woo nne day before the foil moon which 

was sioking, We could not aee the diotant aignal 
arm. 

Q.-Did you aee the light on the distant aignal P 
.d.-No, not from the poinla ao the arm was 

down ; thio wao Immediately after the oollision. 
After returning from the eignal with Mr. Green, we 
eaw the white light of tho aigual, Thia waa after 
we pulled the wire. 

Q.-Aro you quite aura you noticed the 'poaition 
of the oi~nal lever ., hen you got to the oite of the 
acoldent P. 

.d.-Yea, it waa In Ito normal position. 
Q.-Did you go otraiGht from the gooda shed to 

the site of the ncoidont P 
..t.-Ye•. 
Q.-Was the \rain between you and the eignal 

lever P 
.d.-Yes, but one could ace the lever by looking 

Lhrough between two wagons. 
Q.-When wero you actually near the lever P 
.d.-On my return from the dL.tant aignal. 
Q.-llow far wore you from the lever when yo~ 

1\rot aaw it in ito normal poeitioo beforo going to the 
diatant signal P 

,d.-About 10 or 12 feet. 
Q.-Wben you got to \be oite of the accident 

I• ow far could you see ahead clearly P 
..t.-50 or 60 f<et. The colliaion took place 100 

feet from tho facing point•. 
Q.-B .. e Y9D anJ idea why tble aignal wire 

waneleoBCd P 

tb
.d.:-I

1
am of opinion that the party who lowered 

e &lgnn l'ele.1eed the wire. 
Q.-Who, iu your opinion, lowered the distant p 

A.-I think the driver of the incoming train 
did so. 

Q.-How do you arrive at tbia opinion p, 
..t.-In the first place I was informed that 00 

whistle wu given 1 secondly, the driver Informed 
me in presenoe of all that the jemadar abused and 
assaulted poinlsman Tikam Dass; thirdly, the releoo. 
ing of the wire on onr retora from the distant signal • 
made me enspioious that the driver wa• up to some 
mlsohief. I was alan infol'med that the driver had 
walked np towards the broke• van, and 1 woe info1·m· 
ed by the pointsman (Tikam Das•) that he •aw the 
driver bend1ng down, but why he oould not aay. 

Q.-When !OU got to the aite of the accident, 
whom did !OD aee P 

A.-I oaw tho ar:ver, llrr. Green, the guard, and 
my jemadar. I got to the site of the acoldent about 
16 minute• after the ~ollieion, . · 

Q,-\Vhon yon aaw the wire being relemd did 
you aee any onn releasing it P 

..t.-No, I did not think nbout thia at the time. 
Q.-Where were you at the time when the wire 

was released P . . 
A.-On thia tide of the 12·foot bridge. 
Q.-From your position oould yon aee as fer aa 

the lover P 
• .d.-No, the moon had then gone down; it was 
darker coming back than before. 

Q.-When you got baek to the lever who were 
all there P 

A.-No one, except a points\"an Bitting there. 
Q.-What poinlaman f 
A.-Tikam DaBI •. 
Q.-Did you quea\ion !lim P 
A.-I I)Oked him why he lowered tl.o aignal. 

He replied that he Lad n"t done so • 
Q.-nid you aak him any other question• P 
.d.-Not at that time, except if be had been as· 

sanlted by tho jemadar or not. He oald he bad not. 
Q.-Did Tikam Dasa say when he aaw the drinr 

bending down P 
.d.-Not at that time, but after earryin1 ont tho 

experiment• with the Tr•ffio Inspector, and after he, 
the 'l'raffio Inepeotor, had left tho jemadar came 
forward with the atatement that Ti~am Dasa bad 
see~ the d1·lver bending down • 

Q.-What wao the condition of your yard on the · 
morning of the aooldent P 

A.-All linea were blocked, there were nearly· 
70 wagon• in tLe yard. 

Q.-Ha1 your yard often been blocked P. 
A.-Very often. 
Q.-What do yon do there P 
.d.-Trains are detoine;i outside aigualo ~nd 

admitted, whom a line io clear, for the recept1on 
of the train • 

Q.-When yon noticed the ehuntlng eDg~noo · 
working without light&, did yon know It waa ngamat 
rnleaP · 

.d.-Yeo. 
Q.-Did you report the matter to any one P . 
A.-No, but the ohunler wao told about it ~nil 

he alwayo aaid the dnbbero whiob oome on an eng.no 
are looked up by the driver. • . 

Q.-Did you oon.ider the aignal t,o )>e out o~ 
order when the aigual lover waa !'Ill 10 1tB norma 
position and the arm removed down P •• 

.d.-The lever ohould fly into ito normal poa•:10~ · 
and not be placed there ~ently. I did not cono1de 
the algoa! waa oat of order. • 

Q.-Was tbia epeoia\ ca•e reported to the Perms• 
nent·way Inapeotor P 
·.d.-Yeo. 
Q.-Ia your 

presenH 
.d.-Yeo. 

•ignal in good working order at 



Q,- '\Vhat WOI the J10Bition of the shunting 
tngine P 
/A.-The tender wao towardo Jhilmilli, 

~- Q -'IV ben did you tell the Permanent-way In· 
opeoto•· about this case after the aol'idtnt-I mean 
about tho·oigna!P 

'.A.-On the date tba Chief Engineer was here. 

J{/1airat .Ali, 1Aunter.-After receiving line·olear 
at Jhilmilli I started my train, and when I got to 
the cutting at the top of the bank near Cbhindwara 
and I wbiotlrd from there I could oee tile home 

' signal only. When I came a little further, J oaw the 
distant ei~nal whloh wao lowered. I passed the sigoal 
and at tha faoing pointo I oaw a green li~ht, anti 
when I oaw this I come along alowly. 'When 1 wao 
five or oix wagon lengths away from the facing 
pointo, I saw ooblething lu front which looked liks 
a wagon, acd I at once applied vacuum, but a collloion 
took pia<•, and then the jemadar ohowed . a red 
lamp. After this I went for Mr. Green, and had 
gone about two vogon lengtho when I met lli. 
Green and the guard coming along. Mr. Green 
asked me IV hat bad happened, and I informed him. 
We went to the engine again and examined it, tho 
ot.tion master then cama np, and held a convers•tion 
,..;tb l\lr. Green and the gnord. 'Ihe alation mRoter 
oaid tl•e signal bod not been lowered, but Mr. Orren 
and the gua•d said it bad. They then weut alon~ to 
the diotont aignal to tee. When they came book I 
was brought into the station; I then went off duty. 

Q.-'Were your enginelighto burning P 
.A.-Yeo, all threeligbto. 
Q.-How do you know P 
.A.-At the cutting near Chbindwara I sent the 

fireman out to .. e if the light. were all right; and 
the fireman 1aid thut the lompo were burning. 

Q.-Were there any lighh on the shunting 
engine P 
A.~ No. 
Q.-\\ h•n you 'll'ere obonter here bow many 

IBID) I did y•u carry on the abunting engiueP 
.A.-Two. One in front and l·ne In the rear. I 

tot tJ,em from !be dift'erent drivers. 
Q.-Where did yon abut olE steam coming into or 

near CbLindwara P 
.A.-In the oeoond cutting about a ruile or oo from 

the di•tant eignal. 
Q.-When you tint aaw the diotant signal bow 

for were you from it P 
A..-100 feet away from it. •·I 
Q.-When you fir•t oaw the aignal how wao it f 

·'·•'••lr: 
A.-Showing green. 

I) ( !j - I) 

Q.-Howw••thehomsoipaiP .. ,(-·; 
.A.-Showing red. . · II" · · 
Q.-When you oee a diotont signal a't'' olf•1·~nd 

I he home oignal at· danger what do· yon 'nndl!rotand P 
.A.-That I can proceed cautlo'nsly'· ao ''far-,..., the 

facing pointa •• the yard lt,bl~ked., ,..,,[. I- 1 
Q.-What time did the acpident .taka place!. V 
.A.-At6bouu. ~~~~~~~~···HW(I'I:•.r·( •"il 

Q.-Wat It dark at the timeP "1-.1-
.A.-Yes. ~ n•.• ·ul UP·•r:• t.nr•u" •,d! J.,(J -·\' 

Q.-How far could yon oea P ,,., r -· 1 

.4...-Abou\ hal! a W.goll. length abo~d,.IH- I' 
Q 

.,; 'b'JIII•fl!.ltl I 'Jill"!· ,, 111.1 
.-W u there any moon r , 

A t• N': 'lr>• I ,[I If~ I" lrll;';..:f. f411 tl'• '1/ .. I 
441 °~·•;:111'1 ·!t>. f1111~111 t•.T'l"l "·II' Jl" ,I, :· '' ·" 

Q,-Waa driver(G reen ~n you.r1 engine •t Ne1npur P 
11'·.d.-Yes,heeamea•far.aaSeonl.t •' u. II- ~~ 

Q.-Do you know why he Jef':)'ou'at Se'o~l ( 
.A.-No. ·:pq,l 1ti: :.•,l•r!l ;1 ·p 1: Jr•·pl 1 -- \ 

''''Q.~ltow!maJ!y'gteen'lighto 'did ·.jon •.ee1 coining 
lntoChhlti.d\\·arap· .,:""•:: 111 ··~ •f .• ·'····I· ., • · 

.d,-One green light of u;'e
1 dieti.nt ·~ig~al'a!"J 'one 

gt'een light 1 aLtbe faciag I JlOiJita;• the"gree~ Jigbt It 
467 R. B. 
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tb~ fo.ciog point. woa being m,.od fro~ aiJe to'side. 
Tb1e light wat on the ri~bt hand aide of my engine. 

Q.-Did you ace any other hand aigolli lights P 
.A.-No. 

··- ., '' ·, \ . ' . ll 

_Q--:'IVhen ,. •• got down from ·the • en~ioo after 
the aco•dent d1d you go to the distant aignalle•er P 

.A..-No. ·' ' ~ ··" : ... , · .. ' 

Q.-Did wou look toward's 'u' • "' ' ' 
ol I' ,II t' d 

A.-No. • 'J. J, .. !,. ., ! .. ,, .,. I) 

Q.-When you atoppcd' ,.h-ere .,.., 'tbo man' ~itb 
the green hand oigna\,Jight P ' · "· ' 

' A . I I' I It ''' II' l I .a.- t the foomg point..., 1 ... 1, , I' 

Q-Was,basitt!og dowU ro·1 · '"·i·l ·' • 
.A.-Idon"tknow, 1''"'1 I• ~··. •:• : • :•: 

r ~, • r , ,. , ; .. , , ' , I , . , . . I t . 

Q.-Do you know hit ll&meP ; . , ! , . , ,,• , .... 1 

A-No. ,i" f,q.:.l d-:. "'''·'· .. ,It ,, ,· 

Q.-~ ou elated beforelhn~ 1-hi/ been. li~l.t ~nt 
turned .mto re.d a1 son!\ .~• the ~ooidenl .too\4 l'l;.cn. 
~::.t~•• the l•ght •Uh, ~~~i~i. ~Oil)t., monh'l}l"d 

t'll- •od I lrttr .1 f j "•I · I" , , u 
A.-Yea. ""! ... ,,, .:·.!· ;r ~ , . r•• '• 

Q.-'IVh•n you'tsamlnodthe lever 1 lat~r bow dia 
you.6nditP •q '"·, 1··: f,,., ,,,,~r··~ ··.nt·l , •... , 

,A.-ln it• nOnlifll' nOatttJn·:··'t'ltt. •t# •' •/II .. 'I 
t I. of ,I' I , 1 pI I• 011 rc 1 ~ , I., o:ol 0 ) \ o 

Q.-Did yon; look,to\Vards.tbe dietant oignaltLco P 
A.-Yes. ''J:~.·:·r·r.'•tlt•,,.,r,. ·I 't'''l···' r 
n o·· ,, .... '''!' ~\'il"l· .. /( .. 'I,''.· 
""''- 1u yo~ ~ee1 .an1 1Jg,l~ fd 1 1 11 ,. ,.,'., .. ,[ ,11 : 1 , 1 ~,~ 

.4.-No. • f,pr t! ·u·' r.u ... fl'l'l '''' .w.rl " 

9.-Did you convora.l with tbe'ioruMnr" after Lh~ 
accJdentP ut'"''"'·'··;.!H,r .,rlt~P'f ·r,.l .,,.,IJ •. \' 

A.-No, not till all the otbera'h!IJ e6md bp P ·• •" 
Q.-Did you ••Y anythl~* ta the je!Dadai· or'' the 

jem1da~ ;a JOU! .. h ··JI t ~I. u: ""' ., .. ,' ,,., ~ I ,r I . \' 
A..- I oa id the diatant oignal wao dow a and the 

jemader o•id no i~ wa!o' .. , 1 ~:11 , llr,,·~t '(''lt••'•.ollf'·• 1..11-· 1,1 

0.,--Did lOD ~·Y I\"Yfh•.•2; "9 ~~~, j~\Badar ~bout 
beRtmg oome pomtaman P ' · 

A1":-lro:'"il .. ~d 1 "'0" l i_l ,,,,, ·w: ,1 I 1· ,, _,. .t If-- ~) 
t.'4 -, '1\ •o,tt•~or i·nl /.,j, ,1•tl,r· rT r •J.''·'" ·,dr 11'1 • 

Q.-Wao the impaclheavy1or,lighl,rr., 1 •. "·' 1.: 

..{.""'Tr" V.eryligbt.. .,,~ 1 hriJ J, •. r,.,; rwr··• 1 ,· , 1. . t. 
Q.-Do'yon know bow·the obllntlnt • eftgiile wao 

moving at tb& tltne' of the ·aedldenl P' •· ' '· " 
, .. ,n., 'N .,_Jr.r·JL·,!IJ•.a , .. ,o••• •·•~ t .. J, •••1n .. ,Jl .,,,,, 

A.- Oo .f•:••':l,.. ·•'I 
Q,-ll•w many, mUjuteo. di~ TOn make pp betwea. o 

•_tbnm'lll"''ana·cbbin~wara P '1 ' "·, · '· ··" . ·.: .I I,:.. 1 ~ I .. ~. I ., •!I ' 'I I r. u ' .. -1 'I 'I" t .d ,,.., Nlo I :.: I ~ I ,, 

.4..-Abont 10 minutco.· 1 -•, .. ; 1 

" 1 Q.-Did :yon;tonch . tbt,. dielanL oignM wlrt . .£tor 
orrivale~._,; .,dJ 1,, !Jtuf,,·, 1••fur•,rr•'" J·•P•I· 'J .1d ./ 

l,jri..A.---No, ..-hJ.thoulll)t •tnn · ,-4 '"·'' f 11!-.\, 
Q.-When yon firot oaw the diolaot algoa! horr 

faot were you going P .ul.-.1 

ni•A.-imileaan.hour,,( !111"1 '1•-' IJ rl_ ; .. ~J.- ~~ 

Q.-llow faot did yon go from tba dlatanl to the 
.pointlf:~ .. ,r-...; •, :r 'l" I· .!iu1 l~ul I I• ·d 1/-·.1 

., .. l.J;.o..Abootthe oaule epe~a~" 1""' " 1·•·· ',, '" 11 ' .' 

Q.-m·en·y·o~ &ret ~&1r't'h8··~1~1 'LO~' ,tar·· we"ri 
·, r 'tbediataatllgn•lP ,, ... , ... ~ ,,,,_ '·' . you rom .... ,,, u 1 11 J 

.A.-Aboot ~00 feet from tbo.dlotaol'oign•1. 
• ' · • 0 " · ,. "'II •"' ,.,,, I - I 

·._; 1 (l:·~n~~··otte.na~~1on.!bf·~''r .. 1 .,,,,,1,•. ,.,,,, r 

1 
,,,...:f..-()QQI oDly. ''I. 'J J' 'I .j '"1'1'' II •'J! '•.lj ' Ht ''1•1 j,. 

·"t•ll!.l t .• 1 

, ; ,u;. Jlla,., eZ,aa,..-I wao cleaner on thl ap ~oal 
train on the morninlf o118t.b, . .At tht HOODd ,ntUnJ 
from Chbindwara the,dri••r .obnt ,oii , oteam. I.oow 
the d!otant •igoallowerod from lbo top o, .tho tender 
wb~re tbQ driur bad. oent, mtlo pock. up •. ,I aloq u.w 
Ollllll'<,ell Jight,at tl!e1ac•nF polnLo •. , ., 1 •• , 1 •• , , , , 

. I. oaw tbitligbt frcm the top of tb1 tender. 1 I fell 
down when -.theo ooll!lioD· took p!.ee. .. I wu OJPr tho 
.top of.~~· t~pd,er, .. l 1. -r ,.,,. '"•' 1 .- l 
·. Q.--W•• it dark a \the tlme'f "' 1 i "··1 ; " 1 '"' 

.A,..-Yea. ll 



(!.-Could you IJ8e anything ahead P 

.J.-No. 

JV Gre<Jn, drioer.-1 travet.led withi'l up coal 
)eavi~g N einpnrou tbe ni~tht nf the 17t~. I travel!~d 
with the driver from Neucpnr to Seom. I ora~ In 
the brake· Van from Seoni. On arriving at Chh1~d· 
wara I found the driver stopped after pa•smg 
tho distant oi~nal. Tbs gnarc\ and I got o.ut of the 
brake·van and walke~ up towar~o the engcne. We 
met the driver about 3 or 4 wago!' lengt~a a'!"ay 
from the engine, htt we.s walking UJ! tn onr d1reott.on. 
He told us that he had collided w1th the ohuntmg 
engine. The three of no then walked to:wards ~he 
direction of the otation. I found the sbun~cng on~cno 
otandcnlf • few yard& in front of ~he trac,n engm•. 
Tho dri••r informed me that the dcotan~ s1g~al had 
been lowered lor him and that he w•• bo1n~t Olgoalled 
into the station wilh hand signal Iampo. I then 
walked on in advanra 1eeing the station tna..~ter 
comin~ up snd at the some, ti';"e uotieed th~t.the 
lever.;\ the diotant sign•\ was m 1ts normal poOltJOn, 
The station master and I then walked np to tho 
distant eignal I found the arm pronerly lowered 
at an angle of 45 de~rreee, olso showing a propor 
green light, 'fhe otation master and I then returned 
toward• tho station ond got tho poiotaman to work 
tho eignals, we lowered the si~nal and then we 
(tho guard, station m••tor ond oe\£) walked up 
to tho signal again. We then shouted out to tho man 
at the pointa to release the lever again, but tho orm 
~id not rioo. We ohouted out to tho pointsman to 
jerk tho l•vor and tho arm went un tn its !'roper 
position. We then came hack and tho tram was 
brought into tho station yard. 

Q.-How far wao the brake·van from the distant. 
•ignal when you got out P 

.A..-Soms distance away. 
Q.- Did yon look towarda tho distant signal P 
..f.-Yes. 
Q.-Did you aee anylighto there P 
.J,-N o, thoro woa no light there. 
Q.-When walking back from tho diotant signal, 

witb tho otation muter, did you make any remark 
to him about tho wire P 

...t.-'keo, I mentioned that the wire was movin~, 
but the •movement wao only olight and oideways, 
<auoed through aomebod.v hitting up against the 
wire. The wire did not move sntliciontly to affect 
the signal. 

Q.-When you got oat of the brale•van and wore 
walking toward& the engine, did yon aee hand aignal 
li~hla P 

...t.-1 saw one or twolighte and tho driver had a 
light. I cannot remember colour of the lights. 

Q.-Did yon aee any light on the shunting 
engine! 
. A.-No. 
Q~Did yon eee any light• on tho coal train 

~·p . . 
.A.-When l fil'Bt walkod up the Ughts were out, 

but tho iemsdar told me he had ••en them, and the 
driver eaid that tho bump had put them out. 

Q.-.IIaYP yon oeen ani ahunting after dark iu 
·ChhindwaraP . 

A.-I have seen shunting up to 20 hours only, ;,6,, 

to tho departure time of down ooal train. This 
shuurinlf hsa been done by a trai'l engine and they 
had Iampo. 

Q.-Did you bee.r any conversation between tho 
driver and tho otation staff P 

A.-I did not h•ar any conversation between iho 
driver and tho at•tion otatf, but the driver told me 
after Otlr return froro. the ~ignal tb .. t the jemadar 
had got on to one of the polntomon for lowerina tho 
eignul. 0 

Q.-Did you tali(! 1/JJlY action on thia P 
A.-Y ••· I queotion~d tho jemadar after tho 

!•'aln bad been brought Into the yard but he denied 
.~. 
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Q.-Did .von heor yonr train engiue whistling 
coming into Chhindwara P 

A.-No. I was asleep ooming into Chbindwar., 
Q.-Why were you travelling in this brako·van p 
A.-I wa• eick that night and oamo out to 

Chhindwara to bring down a damaged engine. 

Q.·-Have 'on any Idea as to the cause of the 
distRnt si~nal being down P 

A.-I am of opinion that the arm of the diatant 
signal wao not working freely. 

· Q.-no yon think any of the station staff lowered 
tho signal P . 

A.- ~o. I don't think any of the &tat.ion staff 
lowered the oignal. 

Q.-When you ~tot out of the brake• van with the 
guard, bow far could yoo seeP · 

.A.-About a wagon length ahead, 

T. W. Meld•r, guard.- I was guard of up onal 
tr•in on the 17th. I loft Jhilmilli 25 minutes late 
-ot 4·26. When we approached Chhindwara th• 
train waa going olowly, and when I looked out. I oaw 
the diotant signal lowered and tho homo at d•nger. 
Ths driver went on elowlv and stopped •ll of a 
sudden. I felt a small bnmp a+. the time. I woke 
Mr. liroen and we both w•nt out and walked towardo 
the en ~tine meeting the driver on tho way, and be 
informed me of •h• collision. I noticed tho ohnnl· 
ing enozine had no Iampo, and a. few feet seoarated 
the two engines. Tno shunting on~ino and two opon 
trucks were on the J hilimilli side of the points. In 
the m"-•nwhile the stotion master cRme, We went 
up to the di11ant oignal ond showed the lowered alate 
of the signal to the station master. 

Q.-When you got ont of the brake·van what did 
yoo seeP 

A.-I saw a grsen light waving towarda my train 
and tho home signal at danger. 

Q.-Did you look towards the distant signal r 
.A.-Yes. 
Q-What did you seeP 
.A.-I oaw tho arm lowered, 
Q.-H ow far were you off the distant sigoal P 
A.-Some wagon lengths. 
Q.-Aro you snre you •aw the arm or :vonr oig.RRI 

lo,..orod f1·om your brake·van or ao you got out of 1t P 
A.-Yea, quito onre. . . 
Q.-Could you ••e ahead of you at the time of 

the oollision P · 
.A.-Not very f,.r, one could soe about 70 feet 

aho•d. It wasn't very dark at tho time. . 
Q.-Did the driver whistle for signalaP 
.A.-Yea • 
Q.-How do yon know P 
A.-I heard him whistle. 
Q.-How many timea did he whistle P 
.A.-I don't remember. 
Q.-could yo~ state whether the whistle was 

fi'OIO your own engine P 
.A.,-No. 
Q.-Did the sound seem far off P 
A.-Yeo, . 
Q.-When did you first loo~ out of youU.rake· 

van nearin~t Chhindwara P 
A.-About the distant aigoal. [ saw tho diotant 

oignal down. Tho homo aignal at danger. A green 
hand oigoal at the points. 

Q.-How fccst·were ~·on going between the distant 
oi~nal oud the facing pointa P . 

A.-About 3 or 6 miles an hour. 
(!.-How do ynn account for a collision tokiojr 

plare when tho· tr•io was going so slowly, and yoa 
could ooo 70 feet ahead P · 

.d.-1 cannot say, that ia the driver'olook·out. 



Q.-In your opinion therefore the train could hue 
been pulled up in time P 

A.-Yea. 
Q.-Was it dawn at the time P 

A.-Yea. 
Q,-Wbat time did the accident take place P 
.A.-At 5·16. . 
Q.-How do yno know P 
,A.-I looked at my watch at the time. 
Q.-WaB there any mono ot the time P 
,4.-Ye•, it was just going down. 
Q.-Where did the driver wbistleP 
.A.-Far away from the distad aignal. 
Q.-How far do you thiuk P 
.A.-Near the level croaaing. 
Q.-Did you notice the position of the distant 

signal lever at all P 
.A.-No. I didn't aee or notice it. 
Q.-You otated before that when yon got out of 

JOur brake·van yoa oaw a green light waving at tho 
1'0intsP 

,4.-I did not mean thia. I saw no green light. 
I taw aome white lamps moving about. 

Q.-Recalled.-How long was it after the eolli· 
sion that yon got out of your brake P 

.A.-At once, after telling Mr. Greeo. 
Q.-Wheo yo·t got out of the brake what did you 

doP 
.A.-I 6ret loo\ed at the distaot sigoala and then 

l\ir. Green and I went towards tho engine and we 
met the d1iver about half way. · 

Q.-Are yon quite sure you didn't lese any time 
in getting out cf the brake-van after the eollioion P 

.4.-Y ••• quite sore. 
Q.-Wben you got to the engine whom did you 

oeo p 
.d.-I did not take any particular notice. 
Q.-Did you hoar any convereation about a 

pointsman being beaten by the jemadar for lowering 
signals P 

.d.-No. 
Q.-Have yon hesrd any conversation regarding 

the signal wire being pnlled P 
.&.-No. 

Dasria, dunter.-On the morning of the 18th 
I waaln charge of the shooting engine. I took sis 
..,m plies from No. 3 line to No. 1 line. I was 
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getting sigoals frnm the jemadar toward• whom I 
wss looking. Four wogons had gone oyer t~e point. 
when I received a bump. I fell down. So did my 
fireman, and the driver of up coal train tnld me I 
had bumped into him. 

When I wos coming out of No. 3 line I was 
lookin!l in the direotion the eng:no waR travtl:ing 
and didn't oee anything. And when backing on to 
No. 1 line I was watching the signals from tho 
jemadar. 

Q.-Where was the jemada.r P 
.d.-About three "·agon J,ngtho ahead of my 

engine. 
Q.-How far from the wagons wao the jowadar P 
.d.-About si:r feet from the oide of the wagons. 
Q.-At the time of the Mcident could you aae P 
.4.-I could oee plainly for about 70 le<·t nhead. 
Q.-Were there any lights on your eugine P 
.A.-No. 
Q.-WhyP 
.&.-There are no lamps provided, 
Q.-Where were the engine lights P 

. \ 

.;I.-The driver of my ongine took awny the 
dubbers. 

Q.-1VhyP 
.4 .-To &ave t.ia oil. 
Q.-Have you been in tho habit of ahunting 

without lights P 
.4.-Ye•, before the accident but not oinoe. 
Q.-llow tong have you worked at Chhindw"a 

as ahonter P 
.4.-Two montho. 
Q.-Do you know the raTes r•gardiog lighlo !or 

sbnnti11g engine f 
.d.-Yes • 
Q.-Why did you break ruleo then P 
.4.-Becenae drivers would'nt give me a lamp. 
Q.-Did you report the matter to tho loco. fore• 

man P 
.4.-No. 
Q.-Wh:vP 
..t.-Becaoss it has alwayl beon the, eu.tom to 

work without Jighta. Tho old ahuntert d1d oo. 
Q.-Did you hear tbe engine of up coal whittle 

at all P 
.d.-No. 
Q.-Did yon not hear it approachioe P 

.4.-No • 

JOINT FINDI!'G, 

We, the undersigned, are of opi1iion that the cause of accident was due to­

(1) The distant signal being down through being out of order. 
(2) Shunting engine having no lights. 

That the persons in fault are-

(1) The assistant station master, Chhindwara. 
(2) The shunter on the shunting engine, 

c. CARROLL, Pwident. 

y, H, OLDFIELD, Ntmher. 

J. LAW, Member. 

Remark~ ~!/ tlte Senior Go~ernment !111pector of Railway1, Colc~ttta. 
1 think that the committee have stated correctly the main causes of this accident, ~iz. :-

(1) The distant signal being down. 
(2) The shunting engine having no lights. 
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I should like to add that, in my opinion, General Rule No. 110 contributed to the aGci­
dent as it, or its predecessor, has contri~ute~ to many; such accidents. The time limit as a 
fruitful cause of accidents has been mve1ghed agamst ~y myself and other Government 
Inspectors very many times. I hoped that the re~ent recast!n.g of the rules would result in its 
abolition, but it is still there. Bengal-Nagpur l'allway subs1d1ary rule No. llO(a) works up to 
it as follows:-

llO(a). Shunting must not be performe~ over the outer facing points in the face of an 
approaching train, except under exceptional Circumstances. · . 

If such shunting is performed it ~u~t be c?mpleted .or stopped 10 minutes before the 
approachin"' train would be due to arnve if runnmg at mail speed. 

Beforr commencinoo such shunting station masters and guards must consider whether 
such shunting cannot b~ performed in such a way as to avoid doing it in the face of an 
approaching train. 

Any one acquainted with the working of the Indian station master must know that 
whereas this subsidiary rule purports to provide for exceptional circumstances, it is in ita effect 
a. rule for ordinary use i that is to say as often as ordinary occasion arises to shunt iu the face 
of an approaching train, the provisions of the subsidiary rule would be availed of. Chhind­
wara station of cour6e requires to be expanded, and in its present state it is a matter of 
ordinary occurrence to shunt in the face of an approaching train. Consequently we have a 
continuance of the same old bad possibilities: the shunting train may shunt as far as the 
distant si.,.nal and the approaching train may come up to the distant signal, and the degree of 
safety m~sured by distance is the thickness of the signal post. The idea., however, of the 
existing rule is that the shunting train is protected by a time limit. This precaution has been 
shown to be unreliable times without number. In the present case it wo1·ks out in the 
following way :-the out report was 4-26 ; the booked time of the f•stest train (they are all 
the same as a matter of fact) is 61 minutes. The station master could count on shunting up 
to 6·17less 10 minutes=5·7. He wanted to begin shunting at 6 hours. The driver says 
that the collision took place at 6 hours; the assistant station master says that it took place 
between 6-10 and 5·15. It does not matter which we take: they are both possible; iu the 
:first case the driver upsets tlie 10 minutes safety-limit by coming in before he is expected, and 
in the second case the shunting train upsets the station master's calculations by exceeding the 
time limit. Another element of doubt is the correctness of the time given in the out report. 
The whole arrangement is dangerous and should, in my opinion, be altered as soon as possible. 

I think that only those railways, or sections of railways, which can afford to forego 
shunting after giving line-clear to an approaching train should be allowed to do without 
defined .shunting limits outside the facing points. If shunting at all times is necessary then 
a .shunti~g boat·d or :fixed signal should be nsed at the shunting limit; the space between the 
d1st~nt stgnal and this shunting board then provides a space limit or sub-section of the block 
section. 

. J. E. DALLAS, 

Senior Go~ernment Inspector of Railways,.. 
· qal~utt~, Cil'cl e No. 1. 

TAo 25th Z.tbruary 1908. 

S.G.'!'.I.-467 R. D.-2U.l908. 1,000. 



Appendix III to the abstract return of accidents on Indian railways 
for the twelve months ended the 31st December 1907. 

Jleport of the pr(Jceedings of a committee of enquiry (at w11£ch 110 Govern­
ment Inspector was prese1zt), which assembled at Dabein station 011 t1

1
e /Jnd 

.April1907, to ascertain the cause of a rear collision betwee1~ a goods 
train ~nd pa.rt rif another goods train at mile 24·5 between Tongyi. and· 
])abem statwns on the Burma railways on the 28th March 1907. 

The committee was composed of the following officers :-

G. T. ScoTT, JJiatrict Traffic Superintendent 

E. BLEECH, District Engineer • 

• President. 

J JJI emher1 . 
G. B. CROSliY, Officiating .J~aiatant Locomotive Superintendent 

DESCRIPTION. 

A~ about 0-1.5 hou~s on the 28th March 19~7 No. 15~. down goods train parted between 
'.l;'ongp and. Dabetn statto1;1s, and ~he ten rear veh.tcl•s of tbts train. were left standing on the 
lme near mtle 24·5. Thts parltog was not dts~overed at Dabem, and the train was per­
mitted to leave that station in its incomplete state at about 0-30 hours. On arrival at Led­
annggan at about 0·56 hours tbe parting was discovered, and en?"ine returned in search of the 
missing portion as far as Dabein, which was reached about 2-SO~ Meanwhile No. 162 down 
goods train followed and ran into the tm vehicles at about 1-37 hours. Out of the 10 vehi­
cles a bt·akevan and a small covered goods waooon Wel'e badly smashed, another goods vehicle 
was derailed, and a pony and two syces in th~ smashed covered goods wagon were slightly 
bruised; the engine of No. 162 down goods was only slightly damaged. The line was 
blocked until 9 hours. 

At the scene of the accident the line is straight and level. · 

EVIDENCE, 

Ma~omed Esoof, ilriver of lo'o. 152 aown.-1 Was 
the driver of No. J 52 down which left Pynntaza at 
!4·35 hours tn tho 27th llla1oh 1907. On coming 
mto l'ayathonzu station I noticed that only one 
aide lamp of the brakrvau was burning; it waa the 
~neon my fireDlan'a sidr, i.e .• on the ea~t side of the 
lma. I •poke to the ~tnard about the aida lamp being 
out, aud lie said th•t he wtuld light it. On leaving · 
l'ay•tbonzn loth oide lamps were burning. When 
apprcaohing Tawa ad alt<r we had just left the 
cuna, I noticed that br.tb the aida lamp• had gone 
out, Cn anival at Tawa 1 apoka to the guard und 
he aaid that he could 1 ot help the aide lampo I'Oing 
out as lhtre was no oil, and that I woo to work on, 
he giving ID• the oignnl• vdth his had lomp. The 
tr~in from T •. wa came alcng without the aide lamps 
be1ng lit. At Torgyi, "bile uy en~ine was takins: 
wat<r, the guard came up with the line-clear •. He 
band.ed m~ the line-clear ticket and gave me the 
atartmg aJgnal. Ao my train begon to move the 
gnard got on my ergin•, and en remonotrating with 
him be said tl••t he would trov•l on tie rngine up 
to the next otaticn, ond aok<d me to give him some 
water to drink, whi<-h I did. At Dabeio my trnin 
raa admitted ard brou~bt to a atand on tbe1•latform 
1?•· ,ihe guard got ,,ff my engine ond went in tie 
d1rechcn of tbe ota tion office. To tl e b.st of my 
recollection he retllr11Pd within four minutes to my 
•ngine end hondrd me tle line-dear ticket; He 
!hen gave me tbe ate1tirg ai~nol. I pot my train 
Jn motion, a• d ofter it had got cntoido the enter• 
moot ro!nto 1 ordered mv filfman to look back for 
the al right oignal. My firtman on receiving my 
o~d:.er told me that U.e guerd was again on the eJtgine 
fld1•g no the foot-~o, rd d tb• t.nder. On my te­
monat_rotirg ognin with the gnard be repJ;ed "lly 
·'00ll'"g• are oil oecnre, do not le fr;gl.ten.d,go 

quickly," On arrival ot Ledaunggan, while I wu 
attending to my en_gina the jemador eame up and 
told mo tbat my tra1n had arrived without a brake­
van. The guard bad jumped oft' my engine while 
it ~·•• going paot the platform, and he came up to 
my engine obo1tly after the jemadar had como up. 
On reotoipt of thi1 news my eogioe was taken on to 
the BPCnlld line, and left from there on an .. order 
to procePd," tbe goal'd and the jemadar accompany• 
in~r it. On approaobing Dabein ooutb di.<laut aig­
nal and 6ndiu11 it •t danger I bronght my engine 
to a atand and r.fuoed to proceed further. 'J'h& 
jemadarand the gnard then went off in tbe dire<>tioD 
oftbe t~fatiun, and after a abo•t wbUe the joroadar 
returned, •tnting there wne no aigna of the miasinr 
brake'fan, tto. On bil4 arrival I retnrned to L•·daong• 
~an. It-wa .. bout 2-30 ~oort when I arrived ne .. r the 
Dabein oontb distant at~nal, and about 3-10 bouro, 
wh•n 1 got back to Ledanuggen, I b .. rd tbat • colli­
aion had occurred. 

Crou·e:rami••a.-I left Pyuntaza with 30 lcodo. 
No ohunting wao perf•rmed after leaving Pegu; 
appro>imalelJ opeaking my lood wu 4.0 on ll'llving 
Pega. The guard travelled from D•b•in to Ledanng• 
g an on I he fuot·boord of tlo tender 1 be nOfcr came 
on the foot plate. 

The guard at Tallo aoked me fer oil and I oaid 
that I rould not •p•re him any. When lening 
Dahein I noticed the poinlo indicator la'."p w•• bu !n• 
ing bri2htly; there ••• a moo •!"nding alon~01de 
the puinto, bot lle had DO bond orgnal lamp. I dG 
not know who I he man wao who otood alongside the 
FOinto. l am unable lo oay whether the north pnint. 
wPl'e manned wht'D I ws.s entering Dabein atation. 
1 he t•ointo indi•·atcr lamp wao burning brightly and 
the oignala weroin m.Y fovcnr. I did not atop.my 
engiue when my tralD cleared the ontermoot ~oLUta 

• 



at Ton~yi. I did "" f.,r a~out !our minutes when 
TIJY train o\eared the D•bem pomts aod I remon• 
stroted with tho guard. -GAesyatla J{ han, gu~rrl of 152 dow" goodr.-
1 was guard of 152 down, leaving Pyuntaza on 27th 
!l!arcb. 1 took charge of the train aG Pegu, dne to 
!l!onghi llam, who was tbe guard in charge, report• 
in~ sick. 
· I left Pe~u with tbe brakevan lamps whirh had 
come in with 152 dowo. On arrival at 'l'ongyi, I 
·obtained some food and a drink of w~ter from the 
driver of my train previoos to this. I had gone to 
the otation and got the line·clear ticket. I got on 
the engine, and it was then I got fnod and water 
from the driver. I did not jump off and go to my 
brakevan, as 1 bad not finished. On arri .. l at Da· 
bein, when the train was passing the platform, I 
jumped off and went to gel line-clear ticket, which 
•as bonded to me by the assistant station master. 
I countersigned it and sent it up to the driver. I 
do uot · kno'v who aotnally took it. Aa the driver 
was taking time in watering I went and s~t down on 
the platform bench, Whilst sitting there I becamo 
faint and lost conJ~ciousness. 1 do not know when 
tt.e tl'&iD left. 1 gave no starting signal. I regain· 
ed consoiousnes• about 40 minutea after I hail loot , 
it ; thio waa at the time the newa had been t·eceived 
that a collision had taken place. · 

Orol8·e~aminerl.-I never travelled on tho engine 
from Dabein to Ledaunggan. 

Tbe two oidelampo were burning b<ightly when 
the troioleft Tongyi, and had burnt oo from the 
time of leawing Pegu. The driver at no time spoke 
to me about one or both not being alight. Before 
aending np the line-clear ticket to the driver at Da· 
bein I did aot look to see if the brakevan had oome 
in, although 1 had ridden on the engine. Bet· 
'Ween 'l'on¥yl and Dabein I looked back twioe, and 
·found that lho tail aide lamps were alight. On re· 
ooipt of tbo news ofthe collision at· Dahoin I was 
on the platform, and the assistant st•tiou master 
kno n that I was beiog confused. I did not take 
partioular care to call the attention of anybody to 
the faot that I was on' the platform, or draw atten• 
tion to the fact that I had been left behind. I car.• 
'DO' say if anybody was manning the poi uta when my 
train o•me into Dabeio, The line·olear ticket was 
given by me on the phtform to a man whom I do 
.not know and whom I would fail to identify now. 
I had worked 74 down, leaving Pynotaza at· 8 
hours and anlving at Rangoon at 14·52. I left Ran• 
goon with 71 up at 16·35 and arnvetl at Pe~u at 
ll0·30 about, and shortly after 21 hours took o"harge 

·of 152 down, · 
· I was nnconooiouo until aroused by the noise ou the 
platform on the reoeipt of the newa of the colliaion. 

I a~ well aware of role No, 137, Subsidiary Ruls 
2, etat1ng that on the arrival of a train st a station 
I muat sea that the rear brakevau is clear of all 
points and oro.,ings. I am to blame for not ohaerv• 
ing this ~ole at liabeio, especially as I had ridden 
on th~ engme, I. did not examine the couplings at 
any lime; t~o tram ~nly atop~ed three to four min• 
.ntesat the mtermedi~tto &thtlont~, i.e.,. Pa'la.thonzu. 
Tawa! Kyauktan and Ton~yi. At Pegu did not 

-ex& 1mne the eouphnga as the train W&t1 waiting. 
Golab, 161 tireman.-I w~o lot fireman with dri· 

v!r Mahomed Esoof when workin~ 152 down on the 
21th Maroh 1907 • When the train arrived at Pay­
ath,onz~ my driver asl<ed me to aee if my side of the 
tram brakovan lamp was lighted, aa his aide bral<e• 
van lamp had gone outat Payatbonzu. The guard 
came u~ to tho engine, and my driver spoke to him 
ab.out hu brakeve.n l&mps not butninv., but he re• 
phed, that ho could not help it, as th.~re wao no oil 
jn t~e Iampo. The brakevan lamps went out after 
eavJg P~yathonzu and were not lighted again. 

0 arrnul at 'rongyi, after taking water the 
1: 0 ••·~ oo!"e np with tho line-olear and gav; ·the 
•farhng oign.al. My driver atartsd the train, and, 
:.t•r tbo ~r&In go~ put the south points, my driver 

ked me >f I had got tho &!!·right signal • I replied 
n~\!'"'" I then took tho band lamp to take the all: 
}Ig 

1 
tba,~tJ. when I found the guard on the tender 

t 00 
• "": • I told thia to my driver who came over 

t~ ll!J Bide hnd told tho guard tbat it woa not right 
th 'j, • kn t 0 engiUe, and that he should go baok to 

e ra evan. The guard replied. " Go on I am in 

2 

charge of the train, it has notLing to do with yoo 1 
to where I ride ; t.he traia is all right." The guni 
came along all the way to Daboin on the tender fo 1 
board. When the train arrived at Dabein it w 

0
1 

&!lowed on the platform line. The guard' jnmp:d 
oil' the engine, went to the station and brought tho 
line-clear to the engiue for Ledaunggan. He £&ve 
the alarting aignal and my drivel' started tho train 
and when ""got out of the south points, again th~ 
guard was on tho tendei' foot boarl. I told my dri· 
ver, who again apoke to the guard and shut olf oteam 
for the gnard to get off. He refused to get off nnd 
told my driver, "Do not be frightened, everythin~ io 
aU right ;go on." The guard remained on the tender 
foot·board till tho train arrived &~ Ledoun~~au 
My driver otoppod the engiae at the water ooh;;;'o t~ 
take water •t Ledannggan when the traffic jemadar 
came up to the engine and told na that the brakerau 
wa• not on the tr&in, then the guard came up a iittle 
while after and .. ;a the same, Tho engine waa de­
tao hod from the train and brought 0:1 to the aecond 
lin•, from where illeft as a light engine towards 
Dabein to look for the p~Lrted po1·tion of the train. 
We came up near.the.dista.nt sign"\ of Dabein, when 
the Ledaungg•n traffio jemadar and. the guord of our 
train got off the engine and walked into Dabeln. 
After abont 15 to 20 winutes the traffic jemadar re­
turned to the engine and told my driver tbat tho 
parted portion of the train could not bo founi; so 
we left for Ledaunggan. wiLho:tt 'he guard, whore­
mained at Dabein. 

Queationerl.-My driver only gave tho guard a 
drink of water at •rongyi on being asked for it. 

Araudally, 2ntl flreman.-I was 2nd fireman, 
with driver .MohR mel Esoof, wori<ing 152 dowa from 
Pyuntaza on the 27Lh March 1907. I •a• all the 
time bre.king coal on the tender. I heard nothing 
bein~ said between my driver and the guard. I o~ly 
notioed the guard on the engine from Tangy> to 
Ledannggau 80ated on the tool bo:r: on the tender 
foot plate on the fireman' a •ide. . 

Q•e•tionerl.-1 did not see the guard eat or dr10k 
water. When the light en~ine came from Lodao.ng• 
gon to look for the brakenn the tratlio jemad~r and 
guard wore on tl:.e engine. I do not know tf the 
goard and jemadar returned on the light angina to 
Ledaung~an. I waa on the tender breaking oaal. 

Mauni Hpo ma, a11i8tant station mast~r, Dabe· 
i11,- On 27th !l!aroh 1907 at 2a-SS houra Ton~yi 
asked me for line-clear for No. 152 down, and I gave 
the aome a~ 23·37 houra. At 0·0 houro Tongyi gave 
departure· of No. 162 down goodo as 23·58 boors. 

The train arrived at Dabein at 0·28 hours aad 
wao admitted on the platform line. 

The guard came into the office and asked me 
whether the !ine·clear ticket for him waa ready, and 
I replied in the affirmative. I handed the guard the 

' liue-cle&r ticket, and, after countersigning the ume, 
he took it away himself, remarking to the porter th11t 
it was all right. Sllortly after the guard left the 
office the train started off. At O·SO hours I g•ve 
Tong,d the arrival raport of No. 152 dowo, and at 
0·38 houro he aaked for I iue·claar for No. 182 down· 
At 0·40 hours I gave line·cloar, and at l·H .boura I 
1·eoeived the departure. report as 1·12 hours .• AI 
about 2 hours the jemadar of Ledauuggan came 10to 
my office and tal~ me that No.15~ down goods had 
ar>ivod at Lsdaunggan without the brakevan, an.d 
asked where the brakevan was. I told him th •t It 
must be with the train a• tb.e gaard had left be,r• 
with the train, and, there being no other _plaoe .tor 
him to travel in, the brakevam had left thts otaU>0i 
On receiving this reply be left my office before 
could put him any more questiona, and I thou aeot for 

·the alation master. 'lho atatioa master coma down 
and I informed him of what the Ledannggan 
jemadar had told me. 

The atation master· and. I then weat outside tho 
offioe, and I do not remember aeeing any body abou

1
t. 

At 1·15 houro when I went out to see the lights 
found nobody except my porter. When 152. do."n 
was expected I went outside, and, after aa.~IafyJng 
myself that everything was oorreot, on receipt of a 
oignal from the jemadar, gava orders to the porter 
to lowsr tbe signa Ia. · . 

I did not inspeot the train to ooe whether 1t 
arrived intact, because I considered it had arrive! 
thu• on seeing ~he guard come into my office. L:d· 



~~an never gave me in report for No. 152 down 
ou~·;ery time l asked him he told me " Wait, train 
"~t "arrived." He never advised me of 152 down 
11 1·v·1 n~ without a brakevan, and I only knew a bon t 
err • · • d • ffi 152 tl ·8 wh~n tbts JdiDB ar came Into my o oe. 
a 1~n left here at 0·32 hours and ohould have arrived 
.: Lodounggan by 1·5 .hours. As 1 w~a busy with · 
line·clear working I failed to @O outs1de and see 
whether the points, ete., were oorre•;tly aet for the 
de arture of No. 152 down. The stat1on master and 
I !'fter a little while came into the. office, and shortly 
fterwards the permanent-way mspector and the 
~oard of No.162 do..,·n arrived .• It was then 2·15 
boars aft" t.he permanent-way mspeotor and the 
guard of No. 162 had down walked into the office. I 

. noticed tbe guard of No. 152 down Bl•o walk in. 
'J'be perman~nt·way inspector qnestiuned guard 
Ghesayath Khan and the latttr said "It was due to 
my fault, my oen~ealeft me:· aod on the permanent• 
way inapector agam romarkmg that he mn•t have 

·l'idden on the engine if he did not know whether 
his train had parted, to which he replied that it was 
his :f.oult and that he was to blame for it. At 0·45 
hours Ledaunggan asked conditional line·olear for 
157 up which left Tewainggyi at 0·50 honrs and I 
gave line·clear for it. . 

Guard of No. 16l! down never mentioned anything 
. about having sent a memo. from site of aaJident. 

On his arrival in the office he sat down and 
p•epared one. . . 

The station master on coming down ask.d me who 
it WBS be had seen running olf in the direction of 
the ncrtll end of the yard' and 1 said that I did not 
know. 

Poonnoosawmy, porter at Dabei11.-I was the 
pmter on night duty on tha date in qnestion. I 
lowered the signals for tte reception of 152 down 
goods. On arrival of the train I replaced the signal 

· to danger and C11me into the station office to receive 
as usual the line·clear ticket and take it to the driver. 
After I wont into the office the guard came in, and 
after countersigning the line·clear went off with it. 
I stayed in the office and did not see the train go out ; 
ohortly after the BSsistant station master informed 
mo that a goods train bad left Tongyi and ordered 
me to ring the bell. 

For the admission of 152 down tho jemsd"r 
manned the north points. After 152 down had left 
tho station the jemadar came to the office, but he 
,.ent back to the north points on being informed of 

·the departure of 169 down goods.. After lowering 
the signals of 162 do.wn I remained at the home 
oignol waiting ito arrival. After • considerable time 
the ~uard of the train came in e.nd told me to replace 
tho signal at danger and that a collision had taken 
place. During tho time I was waiting I did oct see 
anybody on the platform. The next .time I saw the 
guard o! 152 down was at 4 o'o!Jck. . · 

Ganpat Rao, permanent-way inspe~tor, Dabein.-
. On tho morning of 28th March 1907, at about :I 

hours, I was in my quat·tors in the front verondsb. 
On soein~ a man going fast with a hand signal lamp 
a11d thinking it was the jemador I shouted out to the 
man and asked what had happened. The person, 

·who happened to be guard Sher Siugb, replied that 
h1s train (No. 62) bad collided with some wagon• at 
mila 24·3. I asked him to woit, and then aocom· 
raoied him to the otation. We arrived at oboot 2·15 
hours. Jn•~ outside the alation door 1 noticed ~:nard 

· Ghesyath R.han standing, and within tho telegraph 
eucl(lsure were the station master, the ass~taut 
station master and the si(J'naller, 

I ••ked guard Gheoy,dh Khan what bad happened 
to his train, and he told me that he had ridden oa the 
engine between Tongyi and Dabein and that at 
Dabein tho driver of bio train bad started off as 
aoon as he had received tho liue·clear ticket and left 
him (the guard) behind. He also stated that he had 
lost his head and did not therefore inform the 
nssistant station master of the driver having gone 

. oil and loft him behind, though he found that there 
was no brakevao. 

Sam•~er, 1st fireman, No,162 down.-Corrob~r· 
· atee the statement of the driver in all matenal 
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respects, except that the fireman atatod thnt be w&lked 
into the alation nnd mado over tho me:no. to tho 
station master on duty. 

.. Hbar, 2nd fireman rif No. 163 d•w•.-cor• 
roboratea the st&tem~nt of the drinr in all ro,pects. 

Ramal Ali, driver. -1 wao driver of 1G2 down 
on 27th March H07. I left Tongyi ot 1·19 hours on 
reoeipt of line-clear and sta1-Ling ,ignal from the 
guard. After leaving the south points I got the 
all-right signal. I was then runoing &bout ei~hteeu 
milca an hour. Oo lening tho cuue on the line at 
24·10 (P) I saw the sigoalo were off at tho station 
Dabein. I did not ••e any wagons on tho line till I 
was within three tole~··• ph posts. 1 at unce shut off 
steam and applied tbe steam brake and rt'tefled; 
tbo firem•n al•o jumped off and put on tho brakes of 
four goods vohicl01. I wos 1•robably travelling at 
l2·15 mileo an hoar when I •truok tho wag•ms. 

The-re were no lamps buming on the wagon•. On 
examining the lamps of tho brakeven after the 
accident 1 fonnd no wicks in the wick·hold.rs; tho 
burners were off the lamp., bot tho brak•von had 
been upset down the brake. When I first BoiW tho 
wagons I whistled for the gnard'o brak•s. Aftor tho 
acoident I put out dange1·1ights with the guarJ, after 
whioh the guard loft to repurt the aocidon~ . 

The aocident occurred at 1·37 A.H. 
The guard left at about 2 bouro. 
The guard of my train sent off a memo, with m.v 

second fireman reporting the accident. 'l'he eecond 
fireman could no• have ~one more than oh telegraph 
posts when he returned, and told me that ba had 
made over the memo. to tbe guard of 15~ down whom 
he mot coming up towardo wy train. I also nppliod 
the tender brakes. 

JJa';oo, ;emadar, Dabein.-[ wis jemadar on 
duty on the ni2ht of t7th Marob. I manned the 
points for the admi,.ion of No. 152 do~n. After 
t'XOhanging eigoals "ith the aa~tistant at1LL1on maater 
the home and the outer si)Cnala were lowered, and I 
sat down on the bundle of the lever. A• my hoa<l 
was aebing I rested my furebead on my band and 
romaioed in tbio pooition till a~ tar tho pa,age. of 
the train. A• soon u the tr,un paued 1 wen• 1oto 
my hat, and then after a short interva\ we~t to the 
1tation. The traio bad left by. th1a time. Tho 
pointsman did not man any po101a because there 
was no crossing. --

S~er Sing,, guard of No. 162 down.-I woo the 
guard 1n charge of No. 162 down. I loft To~gy 
at 1·12 hour•, and, while my bra.ke·van wa~t pm1a1ng 
mile 24·5 I suddenly received a shock and at tho 
same time heard the engi ue whistle ,for brakea. I 
a lied my brokeo, and, after the tra10 c.ame to a 
1 f!nd I went in the direction of tho engtne to find 
cut ;hat had happened. About 8 wagon a ahead of 
my lbrake•van I noticed • couple of men and • pony 
alongside the line, and a eoupltt of wagont thrawn 
oil' the line. After aaoert.ining what had. ba\penod 
I wrote out a memo ao.lllent it to the ttau~n 1 the 
second fireman. After protecting .m1 tra1~ 1 Wf-bt 
off to tho station. Oo tho "'"Y• while P'd""'og \ e 

ermanent-way inspector"• bo~•e I ht~r • 'fo ~e 
:bout out to we, and, CJD. askw.c who 't beloug-c..l 
to w .. informed that it wa• the permaoont·,..•1 
inspector The permanent·wayln~trector at~ked whht 
had hi ~ned and I told him. I wtn: •n to 1 e 
tat' p~od ihe yermaoeot-way ioopcctor came on 
~te~0:.8 On arnving at the at&tiun 1 tukold the 
as.i.a!.antltation maater whether h~ bad roootTeJ !nY 

nd he replied io the negatl'O. When leaving 
:e~~~i~ after having protected it, I noticed ~he •!c• 
~ liremllll wu near the eugtne, •nd, on aakiDK hbm 

~bat he bad done with my m•mn, be told me t •.1 

h. to the I lotion he mot the guard of No. 15l on 11 way • hi · · g to down who took the ~ote ,from m, prom lim 

make i I over to the atatloD maoter. 
Wb .11 I wu opeaking to the st&tion master the 

d 
1 

f No 152 came into the alation office. 1 dl4 
gu:r.,! hi,: before thio, and he ~&id • :My hel ~u 
b~en bad, 1lost ,.oar memo." I then gave t~e otat•on 
JD&Bter another memo. When I walked mto t be 



office it was 2·15 hours. When I returned wit~ the 
permanent-way in,pcctor to the ooene of the acc1d!~t 
and inepe•ted the wreckage I found two 11.8 
Jampa • their burners bad been crushed and there 
was .; trace of a wick in either of them. 

J!aung ]lla Oung, 1tation master, Dabeia.-At 
two hr.urs on 28th March the .. sistant ~lotion ma•ter 
on duh s~nt for me, and, on my com1ng down, he 
told me that the Ledaungg•n jemad•r _bad b•en. to 
him enquh-ing ~bout aome .-agons of No. 152 bewg 
mis•ed on am•al r f the tr•tD at Ledann~gan. I 
then s•nt the porter to tbe permanent•way 1nopector 
with a memo. AS to w.bnt was rf'portf>d and also 
informed him of No. 162 down having left Tongyi. 
Shol'lly after tllis the permanent·WaJ Inspector and 
the goard of No. 162 down came into the office, 
When I was con.ing down fr(,m my quart era I saw 
the guard of No. 152 down going off in the dlrec• 
tion of the nortb points. At the time 1 oaw _the 
guard 1 did not know who he waa, but reoognJBed 
him when he cnme into my office immediately after 
the permanent-way inspootor and the guard of No. 
182 down did. , 

1 do not romember bearing any oonversabon take 
place between the two ~nardo in reg~rd to tbe memo. 
alleged to have been '"nt by the aeoond fireman, 

Sookraj /Singh, jernaaar, Leda .. ggan.- On the 
morning of the 28th of l\!arch 1907, while152 down 
wat p ... ing •ver the north pointo I noticed that a 

part of the train with the braktvan wao mi.,ing 
I at onoe went np to the alation and informed th~ 
etation m&liter of the faot. I then returned at once 
to the north pvints to be l'eady in oaae the detached 
portions would be ooming on, Shortly ofterwardo 
the engine was brought on to the seroud line and an 
order to proo.ed waa ginn to the driver, I was tol<i 
by the station maoter to acoompany the engine; when 
the engine stopped at the Dabtin aouth distant 
si~nal I got off ancl. walkod to the station. On 
arrival there I aaw the porter oitting near the home 
signal and the aa•iatant alation master on duty 
aitting inaido the office. There was nobody on the 
platform ; after speaking to the assistant •tation 
master I returned to the engine to Ledaunggan, 

. When I went to the alation at Ledaunggan I did 
not go inside the station office. When goin~~: to 
Dabeln I rode on the tender foot·board at the north, 
and I did not look into the foot pinta of tJ,e en~ine, 
I couldn't say where the ~~;ua1d was, I certainly 
never saw him on that date and he did not accompany . 
me from the Dabein distant oignal to the station. 

N. B.-The elation ma,ter of Ledaunggon alated 
that be did not see ~he guard when 15:1 down arrived· 
at Ledannggan, 

G. B. CROSBY. 

N, B.-The foreman, Rangoon, on being qnes· 
tioned ,stated that be found the bul'Ders .withoot 
wicks. Station maoter, Pegu, otated to me that he 
la certain that one of the a•de Iampo waa burning 
brightly when the train left bis station. 

G. T. SCOTT. 

FINDING. 

We, the undersigned, having carefully considered all the evidence in this case do find as· 
follows:-

(a) Guard of 152 down (Ghesyath Khan) is guilty of breach of General Rule 187, 
Subsidiary Rule 2, nnd 150. 

(b) Driver of No. 152 down (Mahomed Esoof) is guilty of breach of General Rules 150 
and 121. · . 

(c) Assistant station master, Dabein (Maung Hpo Hla) is guilty of breach of General 
Rules 136, 149 (g) as amended by C. S. No. 71, dated the 1st August 1903, and 168 • 

. (d) Jfmadar of Dabein (Bajoo) is guilty of breach of General Rule 117. 
We recommend the guard and the driver be prosecuted, and the assistant stat.ion m~ter 

and the jemadar be deR!t with departmentally. The parting was due to defective couphng; 
hook and the Locomotive Department has accepted responsibility. 

G. T. SCOTT, 
JJiatrict Traffic Superintendent. 

E. BLEECH, 
JJiatrict Engineer. 

G. B. CROSBY, 
.A.aaiatant Locomotive Superintendent, 

Remarka by tAe .Jgent, Burma Railways Company. 
I agree with the find;ng. . . 
~he Lrcomotive Superintendent to whom I refP.rred the matter regarding the defe~tJve­

couphng states that he carefully exam;ned the hook which caused the parting and IS of 
o~inion that there was nothing much the matter with it. The hook is one of the uld type 
w1tb~ut a bay rn outh and Locomotive Superintenclent considers the parting was due to slack. 
~ouphng. 'l'he jemadar Bajoo has beeo reduced to pointsman. , 

I have a~ ked the Superintendent, Railway Police, to personally conduct the prosecut1on 
of g:uatd Ghe•yath Khan, driver Mahomed Esoof, both of No. 162 down goods, and ass!itant 
stahon J?aster Maung Hpo Hla, Dabein, and have arranged for Mr. Crosby, Ass1stant 
Locomohve Superintendent, and Mr. Scott Disb:ict Traffic Superintendent, Toungoo, to be 
present during the trial. ' 

H. B. HUDDLESTON, 
.Acting .J.gtnl. 
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Remarlc1 b!J the Senior Government lnspectot· oj Railtta!JI, Burma. 

The evidence in this case is coa£1icting, the following points are however clear:-
The guard o~ 162 travellc~ on the engine Let ween Tongyi and DabPin in which length 

the partmg took place. 
None of the train staff or station staff at Dal,ein noticed the absence of the brukc,·an 

or its light~, and train w!ls permitted to leal'e that static.n in its incomplete state. 
On the arnval of the tram at Ledauuggan the parting was discovered and 1·eportcJ 
to the station master. He however made no report of the occurrence and •ent 
the engine back for the missing portions without announcinno its arrival. 

The following assumptions are probable:- " 
Side lights of brakevan of 152 had not been burning for some time before the parting 

occurred. 
Guard of 152 fell asleep on Dabein platform and his train left without him, and without 

any signals from _hi~. . 
In any case 1t IS obvtous there was a wholesale neglect of the most ordinary and essential 

rules by all concerned pointing to a very lax state of a!Iaiu. 
'fhe committee lind the driver and b'1lard of train, assistant station master and 

jcmadar of Dabein to blame. I think the station master, Ledaunggan, is also to blame for 
not at once reporting the a~cident. 

The evidence shows that gaard Ghesyath Khan bad been on continuous duty from 
8 hours'on 27th to 0-lli on 28th or over 16 hours, and if the accident had not occurred he 
would have had to remain on for another 3 ho]lfs or so. He apparently took food at 'l'ongJi 
and subsequently fell asleep on the platform at Dabein, the breaking of rules was wholesu.~e, 
but if tho guard had 1·emained awake it is probable the parting would have been discovered tn 
time to avert the collision. I can find no rule actually limiting the time an employe may Ito 
kept on duty, but it seems highly desirable in the safety of 'the public that except in very 
exceptional cases none of the staff concerned directly w1th the movements of trains shon!<l J," 
allowed to remain continuously on duty for much over 12 hours, and 1 think a definite rule 
to this effect should be laid down. 

}'. D. COUCHMAN, 

Senior Got·ernmcnt lnspcclvr. 

Appendix III. 



Appendix IV to the abstract return of accidents on Indiau' railways 
for the twelve months ended the 31st December 1907. 

}lppo1·t of the proceedings of a committee of enquiry (at whicl1 a Gow-n· 
ment Inspector was not p1·~srnt): which assembled at Saidpur statio 11 on 
the 9th February 1907, to zn~estzuate the cause of a colUsion bet10eeu 1-:os . .:1 
up and 28 down goods trazns at mite 86·6 near Hili station, northem 
section, Eastern Bengal State l'ailway, ou the 7171 Februa1·y 1907, 

The committee was composed <•f the following officers:-

J. Tow!IESEND, Executive EngineCI' 

. C. D. T.A.YLO:U, District 'l'rajjic Supei·intentlent 

W. F. HARNETT, District Locornotive Sltperintenrlent. 

G. K. ROGERS, Signal Engineer 

DESCRIPTION, 

On the 7th Februat·y 1907, 28 down goode, consisting of 40 loaded wagons end one 
brake-van with F. class engine No. 79, driver Romon and guard T. U. Robinson, arrived at 
Chorkni at lD-20 and after watering and attaching a saloon carriage in rear started at H>-30 
under tablet No. 19. 

On the same <late No. S up, comisting of 20 wagons and one brake-van (18 wagons b~ing 
loaded and two empty), with R class engine No.160,drivet• Elahi and guard Stockman,arrivcd 
at Hili, at 15-35. Somo, shunting was done a.nd packages loaded amd unloaded. The station 
master at Hili, . not receiving the out report of 28 down for which he had already given a 
tablet at 15·1, concluded that this train hud not started from Chork.ai, and in order to prevent 
detention to S up which was already running late asked Chorka.i to cancel the tablet for 28 
down, and Chorkai permitted Hili to give a. tnblet to No. S; this tablet's number was S. The 
train started at 15·47, 

The collision occulTed at .~2:: a.t 16 hou~s. The trains on approaching each other had a. 
curve between them and the driver of S up could not get a clear view ahead until he arrived at 
a point a.bout 3,700 feet from where the engines met. · 

The view from the engine of 28 down was also obstructed by the curve, but ita driver 
apparently was the first to see the danger as he was the first to whistle and to apply brakes ; 
his load was the heavie•·. It is believed that at the time of the accident the speed of the down 
train w~ about 5 miles, a.nd of the up train about 12 miles, an hour.. The engine ~~ewa of 
both trams jumped from the trains just before, and the guards at t~e t1me of, the colhsto!l· 

The District Locomotive Superintendent subsequently ascertamed by actual expenment 
that 28 down would take 2 lli6 feet before it could pull up dead, and S up 1, 7 64. feet . 

. Of train Sup, two loaded four·whell vehicles and ~ne empty ~~gie were derai~cd and the 
engme 160 R. had its bogie wheels and its tender leading and trailing 'Yheels _deratled. . 

Of 28 down, 6 four-wheelers were badly derailed and tw:o other vehicles .slightly deratlcd. 
No one was injured, Damages to locomotives a.nd rolbng-stock are estimated at R5,8H, 

and to permanent-way at RSl. 

EVIDENCE, 

Elahi SAeilc, driver of 3 ttp.-1 left Sara at 
6 hours, I came ou tbe engine ot 4 hours 30 minute• 
I arrived at Hili at 15 hours 35 or 36 miuutea. 
11e[t at 15 hours 47 minutes. I cut off 2 Wll<on•. 
I received tobl•t" No. 3 C. R. I HL;' I 1 eceioed 
it in the pouch. I received it from the jem•dar 
~abadeo l!obay. I had. about 22 yebicle•. He 
]nnadar condocted the ahunting and then wtnt to 
the station aud brought me the t•bltt in pouch. I 
did not oee the alation maater. 1 received the st.rt· 
ing 1ignal. Guard ~ve me the 11 aU· right aifnal '" 
betweeu facing pomta and out.r signal. firat 
noticed tho train about two telegraphs n01th of L. 
C. gate 61 by seeing the smoke and th•n hearin~ a 
wh!otle. The distance betw<en the trains at thot 
time was a little "nder hall a mile, and I npJet•d to 
~able to pull up before \ba treioa tuet, but, on g•t· 
t~ng_elose I jumped off. o, noticing tho train 1 
arphed lho fBCUOIU brake and tho finmau tho bJ>t;d 

brake. I wao going at booked opead before sighting 
the train. 

Jlomon dn•et' of28 dow,..-1 have teo y••n' oer• 
vice on :he Saidpur main line. I came on duty 
about 10 boon and lofl ~oidpur at 11 h:•ura 20 
minut... 1 Lad a full le&d hom . Pa• ball pur. 1 
arrived al Chorkai 15 boon 25 mtDulto and, left 
at 15 bonn 35 minut•a. I took w•ter and d1d no 
other work. I nceivod a tablet in p<uch" ~·· 19 C. 
Jt, 1 UL." from tho ptlniu:ala. 1 know htm. My 
e-ngine a umber w•• 'i9 V. . . 

While 1 woa watmog and olleodtog to mJ eo~tne 
ooma 3 or 4 minutn aher I had arr! .. d the tablet 
wa1 brought to me. No one came to me to t~ke 
the tablet away again. .A.o 1eam~ Into tba otohou 
I looked at the clock to "" the lime, and I oaw tbe 
otatiou maater io tho otation offi••· I noticed !.lm 
by hia uniform cap. Defore otarUng 1 wbiotled 



11nd then received the gu~rh "all-right" signnl. · l 
:thst saw the approaobing train whon it was nn t~e 
curve about bulf a wile irom f.. C. No. 62. 1 wh1s· 
tied and put on the vacuum brake, and the fireman 
put on the band brake. At the ti"!e. of the acci~ent 
I was going very olowly. The oolhs1on oconrred Ju•t 
•• I w•s stopping-at 16 hours. 

Guard J. Stockman.-I "as guard of 3 up on the 
7th instant. 1 left Sara ot 5 hours 55 minutes 
with a land of 21-20 loaded and 1 empty. l arrived 
at Hili at 15 hours 35 minutes, cut off two wagons 
ther. and unloaded and loaded packages in the van. 
1 went to the station master's office and asked for the 
tablet; he informed me that he was ••king" line• 
clear .. for me ; this waa after loading and unlo11ding 
the packag••; the road van clerk was also with me 
in tba office. I saw the otation master take out the 
tablet; he told me that 28 down wao at Cborkai, 
that he was cancelling its u line .. clear" and. getting 
the" line-clear" for 3 up. He then took out the 
tablet from the box and gave it to me. I took the 
tablet and gave it to the point. man to make it over 
to the driver, I sow the otnrter.ignal down, and start· 
ed and gave the " all·rigbt signal." 

I wao talkin<> with my road·van clerk when I 
heard the whistle of the other train. I knew it was 
another train, ae my engine did uot whiotlelike it. 
I beord it when I wao on the curve, about mid-way 
between the two level-croSBing huts. I then applieii 
my brake and took the danger ftag ont to show the 
driver. I oloould oay the train wao going about IIi 
miloo an hour when the collision occurreJ. 1 jumped 
off after receiving the first shock. Then I went up 
to tho driver to make sure that he was not hurt. 1t 
wna quite light and olenr when it oocurred. I left 
m:i at 15 hours 4.7 minutes. 

G •ard llobinson,-I was guard of 28 down on 
tho 7th ; load 4.2 equal to 45 including Executive 
Engineer's carriage. I arrived at Chorkai at 15-20 
and left at 16·:!0. I went to the station. The ala· 
tion master told me that they were attaching the 
Executive EngtnePr•a carriage. I 11aw tho station 
master, I received the tablet. 1 did not oee him 
toke it ftom tlte inotrument, When I received the 
tablet 1 wao on the platform. I think he must have 
received tho tablet before 1 reached the station office. 
I did Dot bear any bells, I examined the tablet and 
bonded it baok to the station master.• I oaw the ota· 
tiou master hand it to some one in uniform to give it 
to the driver. I heard my driver whie!le first. We 
"""going a~out 10 mileo an boor when the acr.ident 
ocourred. I Jump•d off after the engines met, but 
b ef on tho a hook reached me, 

Sisna_ller 4.. 0. Olloll!dllury, sisnalle1• at 
04orka•.-I came Ol\ duty on 7th at 10 hour> and 
wo1·ked until18 houro, I did not touch the i~stru. 
menta that day ; kindly ask tho station wester, I 
cannot .~ork the tablet ssate1n. I can givo u out. 
~opor~ three b~t~. I I< now everything about tho 
motrument, but 1t 11 not my duty to touch it On 
receipt of " out-report " from Phulbarl the station 
master asked for "line-clear " from Hill for 28 down. 
I am unable to oay what time the train left Phulbari 
and ho got ~he tablet, that is, he pulled the drawer 
~u~, that io, obtained a full drawer bot left the table~ 
m tt. 1 am unablo to ooy when tho tablet wos ac. 
tuall.Y removed from the drawer. The station mttster 
"b·aa. lD the office all tho time frum departure from Pol-
an to departure from Cborkai. The station mast8r 

govo t~o table~ to one of the menial stall' to give to 
th~. ~nver; he gave it to lllahadeo Paniwala. The 
11lh >nouume:>-t a~ Cburkai io frequently out of order. 
A.s8JBtant s~tlon maste~ has she-vn me 2 or 3 timet 
how~ exhacl a tablet lmmediatoly after issuin~ one 
that >o, he eon extract a tablet from this end "aft ' 
one ~as been giv•n oul at Hili; the la•t time thi: 
~ ao . one was aboull5 dayo ago. On tho 5th I was 
~~r ~!1~e~~ty. ,,If was

3
in the office when ~Iili asked 

b t . u~r or 0 P• On tho 7tJ. lt was tho 
pro a lonAr Blgne.ller who go.ve the u l' I u f 
8 up The prob t' h me-c ear or 
Hili 'cancelling 2"s''dner t oug~ot t~~.message f>·om 
28 down at II T , owdn was th! tn·report" of 11 

• an a gave hne·clear for s up. 
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At the time the station ma.ter wos attending t L 
out·door wo1k, At other times the probati 0 ~ 1 

given the u out·1·eport." t'he station to eta.tf:er ,ru 
was out of order that day. n wue 

Station mastlif' 8. C. Banerji of Rili.-I 
0 

duty at 8 houra on the 7th inotant. J was 0 "'d' 00 

when this accident occurred. Chorkai ask d 'f11 
tablet fo,r 28 down at 14. hours 59 minutes 0~ tb! 
tablet mstt·ument. I gave " line-olear " t 15 hours. I reo•ived tablet out signal at 15 h" 1 • t " ·r· · · . ours 1mnu e. ram entel'Jng 111ectaon •• signal " 

• D f th' p h ll'b' nanot g>ven. e ore 11 aoc 1 1 at 14·46 asked 
for .. line·oleq,r .. for three up J;:ODds. 1 ackn:We 
lodged and. gave the tablet at ~4.-4.6, and No.3 lef~ 
Paueh ll1b1 at 15 hours 10 mmntes and arrival 1 
Hili, 15 hours 32 minutes. t'ome packages were u~a 
loaded and loaded and, then all my work ill connect' 0 
with this train_ was fioiobed. I then waited up 

1 ~ 
lli bonl'8 43 IDJnutes _for~· train entering section" 
signal of 28 down from Cho1·koi. I went to tbe 
inatrument and g•ve eatooelling messnge to Chorkoi 
for 28 dvwn ; this ei~nal is G be~ts, this was acknow­
ledged. I then asked for 'line-clear" for 3 up 
and Chorhi ackunwledged two beats, pause two beats 
I got the tablet. No. 3. The g.uard of 3 up, road: 
van ole1·k and my ass>stant statiuo master were all 
present when 1 tnok the "line·alear '' tablet for 
S up. Thnre was an intell'uptien on the Morse ina­
trumt>nt aince the previons day. I gave •• train on 
section " signal at 15 boors 47 minuteo. I w88 
unable to moke any enquiry as to 28 down as the 
Mor~e instrument was out of order; then, shortly. 
after I went off duty aud whilo at the goods shed 
auperviaing coolie~, I heard a noise and. setlinlll' 
villal(er• run I ran towards the place and fou.nd ~her~ 
had been a oolli.ion and that no one was hurt. 
I noted the number of wugons dorailed and returned 
and gave the accident me•s•ge. 'fhe usual mesoago 
reportiug the Moue instrument aa out of order was 
sent on the 6th instant. 

Surendra NatA Banerji, •tation mader, Ohor• 
kai-I wao on duty from 9 houro np to t1 haUl's 
on the 7th instant, My t•hlet inotruments were in 
good order. I have no ontl'ies in the train eigne! 
book in rrg ard tu 28 down of the 7th instant. I 
wa" too bu11i \y engaged in preyariug invoice" to ma.kt1 
any eutriea \n the train signa book. I worked the 
instruments fo~ all signals ronneoted with 2S dowa 
and I kept a note of the time of the signals on a piece 
of paper, according to which the train left Pholbari 
nt 15 hours 1 mioute, and arrived at Chorkoi at 15 
hours 20 minutes. lly the time tho Executive En­
g-ineer's saloon was attached and the train was ready 
to start it wao 16 hours 30 minutes. l asked Hili for 
tablet at 15 hours 10 minutes. 1 received tablet at 
'15 hours 11 minutes and left iu the drawer until it 
wao required. I removed the tablet at about 15 boors 
27 or 28 minuteo. I put it iu the pouob. I handed 
it to the gunrd first, but he gave it back to me. I 
then bunded it tu waterman Mahadeo. I saw tho 
tl'ain start from here. I gave 11 out report " and it 
was aclmowledged by Hili; I then w•nt to the goods 
yard. When I left the office thera were two siguallero 
and one probationer signaller there. I went back 
a few minutes after. I cannot aay euctly how long 
(by croso·el&miuation, l wa• absent about Aqlf an 
hour) ; llllthe entries in reference to 3 up were not 
made by me, except the laot, vi;., "16 bonn SU 
minuteo canoelled ". Wheu I went to the goodo yard 
1 to>k the pape1• with tlte entrioo in referanoe to 28 
down with me, thus the man who wrote the entries in 
rd.,reuce to 3 np did noli have aoces:~ to it. I was 
told that the entriea about S up were made by proba· 
tioner eignaller Shama Podn Ghoehal, who, on being 
que.tioned, admitted this to rue. He is in the habit 
of s~metimes workiug the instrument, though I h~ve 
forb1dden him to do so, He lives in assistant otnt1on 
master'o houae whose brother-in-law ha is. On I be 
5th afternoon my Hili in•trumont got ou• of order 
after. " l•ne-clear " was given and cancelled for 3 
up ; 1t w•o out of ord•r untll the 6th. . 

On the 5th instant Hili asked for line-clear for 3 
up. I alloweJ the tablet ; then I cancelled it and 
a•ked Hili " line-clear " for 28 down goods On Hili 
repeati~g n:y enquiry I was only able t~ get half 
drawer 1nstead of full drawer. 1 then wired 19 block 



·~oal inspec~or tlmt tablet apparatus was out of 81
'der and adopted the ordinary "line·clear" system. 

0~1 e sioonal mistri arrived by 16 down the same night d op:ned out the instrument. I don't know what 
h~ did to the inslru'!'ent after this; he said that it was 
. bt and took my ngnature. 

r
1
g A fer taking m~ •i~n~ture he again tried the in­

strument by ma01pulallng the relay contract. and 
working the drawer ; he then opened out the aHara. 
tuo aooain and found two screws broken. My tTain 
wire got ont of order on the evening of the 6th ins. 
tan\ and I was unable to detect what woo wrong with 
it 'In my opinion Lad the train wire been all right 
0~ the 7th the oollision might have boen avoided, DR 
Hili might have referred ~o me ns to the wher.eabon!s 

.0 f 28 down before starling 3 up. The tr!11n whe 
communiaation was t·estored at 0 hour 30 mmut~s on 
the Sbh inalant. 

I made no attempt to get the train signal books 
from Mr. Lane, neither did I ask my assiotant station 
master to try and get them, 

Shama Gopal Ghosal, probatitm61' •ignaller.-I 
have been at Chorl<•i one month and have no othe1• 
railway service. On the 7th in•tant I came on dnty at 
18 Loots, I did not come into the otation office on the 
7th inotant nntillB hours. I came on duly on the 
6th at 10 hours, also on the 8th at the same hour, 
and to·day at 12 honra. 

I arrived here on the 7th January 1907. I was .at 
work on the 7tb from !Oto 12 hours and again from 
19 or 20 hours. I do not know anything connected 
with Tyer'a instruments. --

.Ramn" mistri.-I came here on the 7th by 16 
down and noticed the drawer half out with groAn 
"Train arpro1obiug," and on the 8th by 3i down I 
went to Hili and noticed the drawe1· folly out, "Up 
train on line." I noticed that I he boxes at both 
alation& were properly locked, so they <iould not have 
been·tamp•red with. . 

The head mistri toldme that when he went to Chorkat 
to repair tho instrument the drawer was fully out, 
but there was no tablet in it. I am of opinion that 
the tablet wao kept spore out•ide the instrument and 
tto the acoid~ut ocou1·red. 

Jeevan mistri.-Vn the 5th I l'eoeived a telegram 
from Cborko.i oaying that the instrument wao out of 
order; the duwor I noticsd was folly ont nnd there 
wo1 no tablet, Thinking the oon1acts were not 
making I pushed tho dmwe1· in t inch, and then on 
trying the instrument 1 found the contaota wero 
made. I then told the alation master that t~e ius• 
trument was all ti•bl ; bnt when I again tned the 
drawer it came folly out, Not h•ing satisfied I open• 
ed the instrument and found that throe screws had 
been broken. I pointed this out to the elation master 
and mentioned it to block aignal inspector who was 
travelling in down uoail. I found it neces&~ry to 
rein rn to Said pur to bring tools tq olteot t.h• neces~ary 
repairs. I returned on tbe 6th and repall'ed the Ins• 
trumentand handel it over to the otation master 
about 10 hours 15 minutes. I did not report to the 
block aignal inspect•>r that I had not found a t~blat 
though tho drawer was fully open on my am~al. 
Sinoe handing the inotrument over to. the at.tlon 
m .. t.r i\ worked all right until tho ac01dent. I no· 
ticed tho drawer was half open when I came on t~! 
7th by 16 down. Ou 1he 8th I .noticed the lhh 
drawer was fully out, and both •••truments were 

•righl at the time of the accident. -
M. N, Moolcerji, asBistant 1tation masttr at 

·CAorkai.-I was on duty on tho 7t'l, S h1•u•s to 9 
houro and agoin 17 bonro to 23 hour. 

E. Lane, traJ!ic i118pector.-1 arrive~ at Chorkai 
by BJlOcial goods train at 17 bouro 1 m1nute on the 
7th lD•Iant. On arrir•l I immediolely commence: 
checking the train ail{nal books. 1 common"" 
checking the bookt at 17 bonn 3 minu.tes. J01t. u 
I otarted checking I noticed tl.e ... ,stant ahi!OD 
rnaater •tanding near tho table. He app•ar~d to .ha"J 
just come into the ollie• 1 found the !raiD •1gn 
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hook• on the telegraph table. At this time I wu 
not aware that a collision bud tnkon place or that 
there ~as a down tro.in on thll line. On receipt of 
the ace~den~ mess~tge fro·n Hili, tl1roogh Jnypnr lint 
and Pnrplti~ur, about 19 hours, I t(1ok pos~e~aiou of 
t.he tram a1gnnl b tokt.. I immedia.t,•ly drew t\1e 
attention of the elation master to 1 he hot th 1t thoro 
Were no eutriesla the traln ,jg~l\l book in Ideren,~e 
to 2S down, bot he gave me no ant.wer and app('nrel! 
dnmb·fon?ded. At this time ho did not any nnything 
about havm" mndo any rroord on a separate piece of 
paper in r~ference to the movement• of ~S duwn 
8ometi10e after the assiatant ato.tion mo.st{'r came t~ 
me and asked to be allowed to lake the train signal 
books t> allow of entrioo being made by tho alation 
maater for 28 down. I rrfu,oJ, and Iaior the otation 
mas.ter c11me to me a.ud made the an.mo ICt}Ut'!Nt, but I 
l'ga~n refut~d. In the eourso of my enquiries the 
atatton mnater gn ve me no explanatiuu of tho accitlont 
noither did lie defend bimaolf in any way. 

On one ocoa&lon I wn1 ot Parbalipur wh~>n Dhow .. 
anipnr took a tablet for an up train and immeJiatoly 
after Parbatipur look a tablet for a do"n train; this 
was done by Mr. llarnnrd, tho signnl in•pector. 

J. W. Barnorcl, block si,qnal insp8Ctor.-I wont 
down on the night of the 6th by 22 do>Vn to Colcutta 
to attend comp and p>.,ed IJhnrkoi. At that atntion 
my litter r•ported to rr.e th·•l tho full drawer lock 
was ont of place ani the serena broken of the Cborkal· 
Hili instrnment. 1 have no time to get down. 11 
the full drawer was out than a tablet n.uat have boen 
out and come out with the drawer. I did not 
er.quire from tho littor whether ho bad found a tablot, 
When 28 down left ·chorkai it must he pr•surued 
that the Chorkai drawer was full out and the Hili ono 
half out, a~d neither drawer cou!J ba pullod fur thor 
out or puohed in without o tablet being put in ao 
either Hili or Chorkai. At the limo of tho accident 
I hear that the Hili drower \VJIB full out and tho 
Chorkai half out. This ch·mge oould not ~ave 
occurred without a tablet going in at one cf tho lnl• 
trument1. 

The case that occurred in Mr. L•no'a presence at 
Pa.l'batipur was as followa :-On., of my men, not a 
fitter, was ordered to clear the contact points of tho 
oc•·ewsand also \be relay at Parbatlpur, llo tonk out 
tbe aorewt, and while rep1&l·ing them mad-t tlte Ierew 
go in contact with the relay, that io, the ocreR wao 
pu11bed in too far bauk. Q,, llhowanipur asking 11 line· 
olellr," (this w.u a test), Parba.tipur o~ 1 got full 
drawer inotead of hll!f. Thea I gave tho b•ulll to 
llhowanipur which enabled hi!" to ol~o gel full 
dr.wtr; aftor that I at onre adJuatoJ the relay and 
nsked those present to do what hod alrea~y been 
done. Thio they could n•·l do OIYinj1 to the relay hav• 
in~ b•en adjuoted. Neil11er could 1t have been done 
at 

0
all unlen 1 bod opened tho lnotrnmenta. 'fbio Is 

tho fourth occaoion on which tho full lock h•o been 
brokeo ; on each of the previou1 ooo.asiona I attended 
the failure myoelf and obtained tho !•blot thai came 
out with the drawer. . . 

I hove a •·•oo•·d of the number of tabloh .•• encb 
pair of inotrnment.o. Oo hearing that tablet II lo•t I 
check the instrument atfeotod. .Vb•n I or my rnon 
take a tablet ft·om one o:otion to another for enqu~ll· 
zation pnrposes l take aignature• from lt&tlOD 
maatera ..t bolh end" fur the number t~f lab leta. . 

In thio Cborkai·Hili cau it would have h•llD un• 
posaible to check the table to in lho inotrumout• W1lh• 
out taking them out of botb inotruwonh. 

·-
J[alibal' OAoll, 1ignallu.-On the 5th inotant I 

wao al Nattor.. I,.., at Chorkal on the 71h ino~nt. 
I woo in the office when 28. dowr. Jell. Tho. otat1~n 
muter work.:d tbe t.bleL uutra~ent ~or &.1.111 tram. 
I saw him draw a &able:. for tb11 tratD ; ~ft.ar d .. 
partare of 28 down .. taLion toaeter went wat? aome 
merchant• to th• atation y•rd ; .. aher ·~un~, t.tme the 
Hili tablet inotrnmenl called att•nt1on. AI tl!at 
time there wert 3 of ua in t~e !lta~ton. ruom, ""'' 
oignaller A. C. t:howJhuu, prohot1oncr Sbowa 
Gop•l Gbosal, and myo<lf. Tho probationer a\ten~· 
ed tO 1be io.trumoul 1 tho draw•r ., .. ball out, !~111 
g.n·e u in report"; the probationer acknowledged •t ; 



I •a wall this "''"8,1£, At that time~ v:as making a 
daily statement nf -:nessag"C'8, I 'ftBS &ltting ,nth m~ 
back to the 1ablet mstrummt, but I at.opped l"ork 
when the belll·ang to see what was done. 1 a wa.ya 
do tlli• no mnttrr wl•nt work I am enga~.t>d tn, 
nen ~ben I am sending a n:e~S:lge, na I wls.h to 
learn the taL!et instrument wor11o I have read tte 
ruleR f(Jr working tho tablet instrument: T e 
dation master only iB porruittrd to w01·k the !nstru· 
Ult>Dt; sig-nallers are not ttllowe~ to work. He m~trn· 
meut. I did not prevent tlna probatJo'!er from 
working the instrumont b•cause nt oth•r bmes the 
olation master bnd allu'!cd this man to, work it.. I 
don't ~emember th stslwn m&sl•r makmg any en· 
tries about 28 d< wn. I do ntt know wl•o made the 

. ont1ics in tl•e train •ignal bouk for No. 3 up. 

;r, :N. Chatte~:jec, t•elievin~ station master,- I 
went to Chorkai on the lot ins'.ant to aot for th,e 
BBsistant station ma>t<r who was s1ck. The Cborkot• 
Hili instrument workod fill rigl.t until the 5th ina• 
tant. I do not rem•mher there being any apare 
tablets d orin~ thia poriod. Between 16 and 17 houro 
on the 5th in•lant tba insttummt got out of order. 
'lbe atation mnst.r could n<.t get cut tho drawer at 
~11 not even half out. He oent a wire totha block 
signal inspedor,and we worked the .trains on or~~­
nury line-clear .y.tero. It was whtle the station 
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master woslrying to get a lablot out for 28 down­
that tbe instrument got out of order. The last si~­
nal be gave was two bents. pau•e two heats • this io 
"line•olear" inquiry. Although Hili ackno~ledged 
tq;., the station master waa at ill nnuble to get half 
drawer out. The miatri arrived by 16 down about 
midnight the aame day and atar:od operations on 
the instrument tefo•·e I •poke to him, as I was 1 
absent on duty on the platform. When I returned 
found be bad opened out the left hand panel and 
after adjusting the instrument, he said that it was all 
right and suggested that I should obtain table; 
and tun 16 down with it. I said I must first test 
the instrument DlJ self, and I let the train go, The 
station master came on duty after departure of 16· 
down. I told the station master to teet it. I did 
not do •• mJEelf. I then wen~o:IE duty and returned 
at 3 hours on the 16th instant. The station master 
then said that the instrument wu again ont of order 
I don't remember what position the drawer was in at 
that time. The same mistri arrived bySl down and 
opened ont the instrument. He renewed two or· 

'three screw•, and made the instrument all right. To 
test it I gave Hili goods train enqu:ry, Hili •·epeated 
the sign.! and I obtained a tablet and put it back by 
the upper drawer, and then sent cancelling signal 
and then instrument ahowed "line oloaed.•' Tloe oia. 
nailer ocaaaionally worked the inatrnment when"I 
was there. 

J: left Cborka ion the 7th instant by 33 up aboQt 
U. hours. 

FINDING, 

The evidence of the running staff throws no light on the cause of the accident, and that. 
of the station staff at Chorkai i• most conflicting and altogether unreliable. 

The only possible explanation of the cause of the aeciden t is that either the instrument 
was out of order or that there was a spare tablet; in either_ case we believe the cause to have 
been at Chorkai. · 

In reo-ard to the former supposition the Hi!i-Chorkai apparatus at Chorkai has been fre­
quently reported out uf order ; all of these failures, however, have been 011 the side of safety, 
that is, the drawer could not be drawn fully out. 

In support of the latter supposition it will be seen that this instrument was out ol order· 
two days previously. It was found during repairs. that the lock preventing the full with­
drawal of the botton• slide had been f01·ced and the screws securinlr this look to the machine 
had been sheared ~:II. This wou!d enable the drawer to be drawn fully out nnd a tablet 
to be obtained without tbe co-operation of the instrument at the other end, viz., at Hili. 

It is'gathered from the evidence that the station master hsnded the tablet to the guard of 
28 down goods and then went to the goods yard, leaving no rec01·d behind him in the train 
si~>nal hook of 28 down. About a quarter of an hour afterwards Hili signalled the message 
ca"ncelling tablet for 28 down, and it is believed that probutioner Shama Gopal Ghosal acknow­
ledgld this and, either not knowing of 28 down being _on this section as thet·e was no record of 
it in the train signal book, or fJrgetting altogether about it, he looked about for the tablet to 
pnt in the apparatus to mable him to close the drawer which was fully ont, and seeino- the 
spare tablet he used it for this purpose. Hili then asked for tablet for 3 up and the probationer· 
found no difficulty in giving it to him, and thus allowed the collision to occur. 

We are of opinion that the station master at Chorkai is to blame, as not only did he 
ne.zlect to record in the train signal book the movements of 28 down goods as given on the 
tablet instrument from the time it lefb Phulhari (the last ~tation it left before arrival at 
Chorkai) but also for not enforcing the rule that the instrument should only be worked by 
those authorised to do so. There is no doubt from the evidence that probationer Shama Gopal 
Ghosal was permitted ut times to w01·k the instrument. 

We wish to put on record the extremely unsatisfactory way in which the following stall 
at Chorkai gave their evidence, viz.:-

Station master Surendra Nath Banerji. 
Assistant station master M. N. Mukherji. 
Signaller A. C. Chowdhury. 
Signaller Kalibar Ghose. 
Probation•r Shama Gopal Ghosal. 

We make the following recommendations:-

(1) 'l'hat in the train signal books it should be recorded, in columns to be pro\·ided for 
the purpose, the numbers of the tablets issued for each train as well as columns 
for tablets received. 

(:1.) It would facilitate the work of all departments concerned if telephones were provided;. 
these could be worked on the tablet wire, . 



. I 

Rsmarll8 hy the Senior Government Inspector of Railways, Calcutta. 

There is no doubt in my mind that the insirument at Chorkai was deliberately tampered 
"th by the staff on at least one occasion. No instrument will ever be invented which cannot 

;
1 tampered with and put out of order by intent. In the present case it ma;r be impossible 

t~ prove exactly who forced the instrument, but it can hardly have been done without tho know· 
ledge of the station master, who, I consider, has proved himself unwo1-thy of holding a post 
of responsibility· 

CALCUTTA i } 

The 14tli May 1907 • • 

D~cumeizts accompanying-
Annexure I.-Sketch of site of collision 

Appendix IV. 

J. 0. LYLE, 
Senior Governnm•t ltupcctor. 



Annexure I in appendix .IlL to the abstract return of accidents on Indian rail:wa~ 

{or the twelve months er..ded the 31st December 1907. 

==E. B. S. R-=. ==== 
NORTHERN SECTION--

. COLLISSION AT MILE ss/f.j 
BETWEEN~ up & 2s o"owNoN7/2/o7 

·sKETCH-PLAN 

.NOte-2..4: ~d«J'I.O..f>h. protb to~ m\4. 
'R.o~ ~ctt. 



Appendix V to the abstract return of accidents on Indian railways 
for the twelve months ended the 31st December 1907. 

Report of the proceedings of a committee of enquir.~ wliicl• assemblecl at .Atrai 
station, Eastern Bengal State railway, Otl the 9th March 1907 to 
investigate the cause of the derailment of No. 1 B. up mi.t·ed trairJ 
between .Lltt·ai and llaninagat· sfatims on the 28th Febr·uary 1907. 

The committee was composed of the follo'\'iog officers:­

J, TOWN!BEND, Executil-e Erc!Jineer P1·esident. 

w.~ F. HARNETT, IJlstrict Loco~otive SuperilltCiident 

S. E. S, WILLIAM, District Traffic Superintendent 
:} Mem~CTI, 

J. H. W IIITE, Govunment Intpector oj Raitwa!JI 
:} Pmcnt. 

D1•. J. V. RYAN, LL.D., As$istant Inspector Genera& 

DESCII:IPTION, 

. At al~out one o'cloc.k on the mornin.g of the ~8th February 19~7, when No. 1 13. 9 p 
mllted tram wos travelhng between .AtrM and Ranmagar at about m1le 44\ its cnl:inc nod 
tender, 15 covered goods and one thud class bogie suddenly left the road; there were on the 
train the following vehicles, four thirds, two intPrmediates, one composite 1st and 2nd class 
and one brake-van. The fireman Parbhoo was killed; no passen.,.ers were injured, 

'fhe permanent-way was considerably damaged for a length of 19~ feet. Some of the 
derailed rolling-stock was also da.maeed. 

· The estimated cost of repairs to da'maged rolling-stock is Rs. 2,li5land to permanent-way 
Rs. 150. · 

The line was blocked until-a quorter to 2 p. m. on the 23th February 1907, and 16, 22 
and 8 down and SS up, trains were transhipped.' 

Plan No. 1401. S. D. P. of the accident accompanies tbis repot·t, 

EVIDENCE, 

B. L. Kundu, BtatiOJJ master, Banina,qar.-lly 
assistaot ststion master gave " line•clear" for 1 B. 
up on the 28th Februa1'Y 1907 at 0 hour 35 minutes. 
It left Atrai at 0 hour 42 minutes. At about 1 
hour 25 minutes, when the train waa overdue, my 
assistant called me from my lodgiogs. I came to 
tbe station and asked by X. R. meBSBge if the 
train had actually left Atrai. I got reply that the 
train actually left at 0 hour 42 mioutes. I then 
aent my pointsman who met aome passenger• at the 
distaot signal. They came to my alation. Amon~,t 

·the passengera waa a P. W. mishi, named Jhurufla, 
worklnguuder P. W. Inspector of Sara. They inform• 
ed me that the eogioa had been derailed. I at one• 
wired, at 2 honro 10 minutes, my first me.,a~e :­
"Engine deuiled; assistance reqnired; delails 
folluw." 16 dowo had arrived at my station at 
about 2 hours 10 minutes. I asked the driver of it 
to proceed to the ooene of the accident. GuarJ ollO 
down informed the oub-divisional officer, Mr. King, 
who wao in his train, and we all four then went on 
the •n~eine to the arena of the acoident. I then 
took particulars of the vehicle• derailed and we all 
four returned to 1\anioagar on the engine of~ 16 
down. I then wired my acciJent mes•age, at 3 
honn 10 minuteo, for relief trains and transhipment. 
I am not sure thot the gnard of 16 down wont on 
the enKine to the scene of the •ccident. 1 B. up 
train left Atrai 9 mioutoolate. 

Rajaram Lall, quar.i.-Iwas guard of 1 B. up that 
lefl Sa1a on tho 27•h Febroary1907. We\ef< Atni at 

0 hour 4oO min.utes on the 28th Instant. When bot­
ween Atr•i and llanloagar I folt a shock 1 ohorLly 
a Her the train oamo to a aland. I left my broke 
and proceeded towardo the engine, and 1aw that 
aeveral vehioleo ·and the eo~ina had been derailed 
and oome capsized, When I got to the en~:ine I 
found tho fireman and driver lying on the grnund 
oomp1aining that they were hort. I aaoiotod them 
both to 1it up. I then protected my train, both in 
front and in rear, with detonatoro, and by hand 
aignal Iampo. By the P. W. miotrl, Jhu•·ol111, I 
1eot a meesage to lhe 1tatlon ma111ter, ltanioo.gar, of 
the accideot. Th• engine of 16 down arrived witb 
station master, Ranloagar, and ~lr. Ki~,g, 1a.b·divi• 
aional officer. It aoon after deported with tl•e 
driver on1 6romao1 of 1 B. up, ohtion ma1ter, R•ni· 
nagar, and Mr. King. I had oioe pa11eogor vobicl11 
on tho train and one 2nd cl•ll pauen~or, a l!lurop an 
doctor; goiog to Bogra. I enqu1red from tho 
passengers carefully and foQild that no one wao 
hurt. They loft the train loon after tho accident. 
I oaw oome 1'. W. tool1 lying two telograpb pooto 

·awAy, bul no wreochea amoni'l them. I dlJ not 
aee au'{ •illagert or non·p•a•cnger people abont 
when firot got onto! my brake-no goiog toworda 
the engiuo. Tho driYOr told me tbot tho 1i• •h•el1 
of the eog-ioe got our, and tha' the wag~n1 bAhiod 
derailed firot and cao..ed tho eoglne to deratl. Thoro 
wa• no opecle In my train, 

!Jab•, driP<r.-1 wao dri•er o! lB. up of the 
27th February 1D07. When between Atral aod 



Il.anina•sr the firsL sign of the aocid•n: I no~icsd 
was m/'engine making- a n~ise-a. ra.tth!lg nOlle­
nod then I heard a noiso belnnd and n?ilCed ~?me 
goods WD"'O!lS dl•railcd; thPn my engme dea·a1led 
and went do•·n tho ta••k on tho west Ri~e of ~he tank 
and I foil off my engine on the ea<t s1de of 1~ at the 
top of tho tank. I then went down to the engme and 
found the firoman in,!de the cab.; he then. came out 
with a sma!l cut on hialego; the Jack wns killed. I sow 
8ome P. 'V. tools, but no wrenches, Bome five wugona 
Ien"th in the rear of the brake·van. I noticed that 
wh~ro the rails parted there were no fishplatea or 
fishbol~s to be found. I ••w no people about tho line. 

.J.saf Ekan,fireman.-I worked toro yenra as 
cleaner and one year as F;econd fireman. I waa fire· 
man of 1 B. up on the 27th February 1907. When 
theaocident oct·uaed the driver shut off steam and 
then loohed out, and was tlum thrown off the engine. 
I then lost my aenses ond when I recove•ed I found 
the driver with me, ot the bottom of the tank. I 
know nothing fut·ther. 

Statement read by Mr. King, sub-divisio11izl 
<>fficer, beforo tho committe• of enquiry.-At about 
2 hours 15 minutes 1 woo waken•d up by driver of 
16 down at Raninog•r and told thut 1 B. up had met 
with an accident at mile H· I went down to site 
on engine of 16 down and found that the engine, 
tender, all the covered goods and one bogie had 
deroiled, and that the en~ine, tender and oeveral of 
the oardnges hod capsized. I ... turned immediately 
a ud reported the extent of damage to the station 
maater, Raninagor, 1md told him to wire for relief 
•peciala and transhipment. He had ah·eady wired 
for the relief·van from Santobor and on arrival of 
this Mr. Shore, sub-divisional officer, Mogalbat, who 
wns travelling in 16 down, the Sbodman, Santahor, 
with his relief gang and myself wen I down to site 
of accident and fooud thot the eogioe had run down 
tbe bank aod been completely o•erturnsd, and that 
the tender, 1o covered goods and one bo~ie, Srd 
olsss bad been derailed as shewn in sketoh .:'ttached. 
On looking for the cause of the accidont we found 
that two pain of fishplates were misoing from the 
pair of joints, 64. feet oouth of telegraph post H· 
No broken fish plates or bolts were found. Thelaat 
~ail north of the join~ ~ad been dragged 2 feet 9 
1noheo away from the JoiDt ani the west rail of this 
l'air of rails 1 foot away. 'l'be line north or the 
JOint waa completely torn up for 192 feet. The 
line south of the joint was not disturbed. There 
was not the least doubt therefore that the fishplates 
wero deliberately removed, but whether hy one of the 
.perma.ne~t·war men Ol' on outsider is not known. 
Nobod7I1 suspected oo for. The gang ot•t• that 
h " . ·t ey worked at mile iHi"' on the previous doy, and 

an examination of tLio pllt boors out their statoment 
.ao the line was found nnboxed and had tho aopear• 
anoe of having been worked in. The mate a·ibotb 
admito that he left hio tools at milo H. b~t denio; 
thnt he had nny opanner with him. 'fhe keyman 
A.smoth, stated tbot, after walking his length, h; 
coal·tntTed 4. pairs of fishplates between mile ~ 
b . ~~ 

• etween 10 •nd 15 ho~ro, and then went and worked 
lD the aouth end of hto leugtb. An exomination of 

'1 .. mt e 2Ul obewed four poiro of fiohplatOJ newly 

2 

.co.U-tancd there, He also shewed me his pot of tor, 
~h1ch he had hl~don in a hollow in the bonk there. 
I here were no ••goo of any fishpl•t.ea having been 
lately coal·tnrred at •ite of accident. He produced 
four epaoners, but when asked for his clyburn span• 
ner he alated ,that II ~·as looked UJ1 in the tool box. 
I so~t tb~ Mstatant permanent-way 1n111peotor, Santa• 
bar jUnctiOn, tO the gang hut, which ia at mile f!, 
nnd he found that the olyborn spanner wa.s not in 
~be too! bo:r, hut that the key man bad it in hio hut 
·~ a ue~ghhouring village. In all probability be h d 
h11 fio~bolt spooner in hio h11t a!Bo on tho night ~I 
!~' a.colde.nt, an~ I 1uspoot that soma malicious per-
I u obtained ••thor the ordinary sp•nner or the 

t?b'fi'\"~•nner from hio hut and with it removed 
0 

' P otoo at ft. Both the mate and ke man 
"q~l~ldf 1 •~n~i1or, be dismisoed after the jodt en• 

y or no ooueguardiog their toolo. The mate'o 

pny is Rs. 10·8 ana the keyman' a R•. 7 Iu 
8 annos korakee. Considering thnt the in~n p a!: 
skilled labourel'S nnd have snob •·esponsible positions 
I con•ider, that they ahould be paid much hi•ber 
wages, if we Rre to get huatwort.by men. ~~~·om 
the amount of d•mage done I think that the plates 
must have been remove.d before 21 up and 15 up 
passed ovet•, and these tr•10s helped to wid•n the dis· 
tence between the ends of the rails which formal the 
joints. · 

A. W. King, BUb-diviBional office•.- I h11ve been 
sub-divisional officer on this length about seven 
year•. 

B!J cro88·BJ.aminatian. 

I did not notice any f!sbplates missing except the 
two pairs at the site of the aaoident. On my arriv· 
ing by the ongiue of 16 down at the site of the 
accident the first timo I did not make on enmina· 
tion ns to the cause of acoident, but on my arrivol 
hv the relief train on the seoond occasion, I imme~ 
diately inrestigalod as to the ran•• of the· occident. 
I have enquired from the assistant t•ermauent·way 
inopeotor, Muddoolr, who was then in charge of the 
length, and I cannot find any cause owing to qnorre 
in the otaff of permanent-way men or discontent 
against the assistant permanent-way inspector tha.t 
might h••• led any of the permao.nt·woy men to 
remove the fishp!ates • 

.J.saistant perman•nt·way inspBctor, Muddook.­
I heord at £ont.bar, at abuut a qnarter to five on 
the 28th February 1907, of the accident at mile •: 
from the driver or fireman of 22 down mail. I went 
by 2a down mail from Sautahar to Roninag»r and 
proceeded by engine of the same train to the s_ite of 
the accident, arriving there about 6 hours 45. mlllut.u 

·,or 6 honra 30 minutes. Thora were oomevehtcles sttll 
derailed on the line, so I could not then get the ro•d in 
order, but I did attend to the road doiag what I could. 
I investi"ated as to the canso of the accident and 
I found :tone place both pairo of fish plates deficient 
at two ioints oppoaite one another. I lool<ed for these, 
but could not find them. Then I carried out orders of 
tho sub·divisioual of!ioer aa to gettin11 the mate.rial 
for lino and gettin~ tho line in order. I oonatder 
that the cause of the accident was the malicion• re· 
moval of the fish plates. The miotri of thot length 
came to the aite of the accident nt about 7 hours 45 
minute a ; I am not sure exactly. I enquired from 
him whe1·e he worked Jaat. He told me that it was 
at mile 1~1 and thot he had left his toola there, ffi:., 
kodalies, boaters, crowbaro, spiking·hommer, ballast 

· rake•, but no wrenches. He b•·ougbt ·these to the 
site of acoident for work. The cbuttiwallah came 
to the site or the accident with the mis.trl.. He 
brought his wrench and his hammer; the m1strt sent 
for the wrencheafrom the tool box of one of the gang• 
men. He brought three wrenches. After the line w•• 
roopened for traffic, abont 14 or 15 hours, I asked 
the chuttiwollah and the miatri how many wrenches 
~hey •bould .have. They &Bid fiv•. Then I asked 
them where the other was and of what oort .. They 
replied t.hat it was clyburn spannOI', and wao 10 the 
tool bo:r. Then I went with the mistri and keyman 
to the ~•ng hut at aboot mile t' where the tool bo:r 
wns. Near the gang hut the eyman told me tbot 
tho missing opanuer was not in the tool box but that 
in his house. He went towards his village and 
brongM back the apanner from his house, and gave 

. it to me. I oaw the morko on it which a hewed that 
it had been worked within thelaat five days. h 

1 have had no trouble with the gaDI: in 'IV ose 
len"th th6 accident happened. I only found fish· 
plates missing at the two joints which caused the 
aooident .• 

8kebot, lin• miatri.-I am mistri of tbo gang 42 
mileo to 4.6. I first heard of the accident about 6 
honro, joat before ounrise. I then colleoted my me; 
and went to the spot and arrived th~r~ a~ont h 
houro SO winntes. I found that the Joi~to Ill t e 

' two rails were open at one opot on both stdea ; the 
fiohplates were missing and could not be found. The 
fiahplatea have not since been found. I don't kn~w 
who did it. I have worked on the length for. l 
yeara. No coo in my gang baa been fined dortn~ 
the last two or th!'ee rnootbo. The key of the too 
box is kept by the keyman named Asmotb, escopt 
one day In the week whea A.amolh goeo on leave, 



·when he g1veo me the key ill want it. It it my 
duty to keep the key, but for the sake of couveni• 
ence it was given to the keyman to keep. On stopping 
work on the night of t\ijl Rooident I did not oee As· 
moth ae he had left work before me, but I know that 
in the morning of the some day the 27Lh he took 
two wrenohes out for his work; one for boidge hook 
bolts and the other for fi•hplate bolt•. On the 
nex~ day when Mr. King, sub-divisional offioer, 
osked for tho wrenohes to b• ~roduoed, I produced 
three. A•moth produced a email wrenoh from where 
he waa wo•·king, and then Mr. King made further 
enquiries about tho screw wrench. 1 remained with 
the as•i•tant permanant•way inspector and Aamoth 
went to the village where hie bouse is and brought 
the wrench apporently from his honee. I have no 
idea or auopioion ns to why or how the fi,hplatcs 
were removed. On the ~7th evening I did not en· 
quire about the wrenobes beoauae Asmolh had loft 
.,0rk before me. On the next morning •t the scene 
of the derailment l asked Asmoth about the wren• 
ohes and he said then that one of them was in hio 
house. He said he had taken the wrench to aeoure 
a bolt In the bridge and ao it was late when the 
work was finished he had tal<en it to hio house. As• 
moth sometimes 'keepa the oorew wrench in the tool 
box and oometimes in hia bouae. • 

I live oometlmea in a village about t mile from 
Aomoth'a bouse and sometimes In the gang hut. 

3 
. 

.A.smoth, ke9ma•.-I have worked for 10 or 12 y•m 
a.a ga!lgman and keyman in my present length 42 to 
4.6 m>les. I oame on the morning of the acoiJent 
nn.d saw that the fiahplateo •t the joints in both 
ra>l.a at onelllaoe were removed and missing. I have 
no 1dea how 1t wao done, and know nothin•• a boat it. 
All the five wrcnobea are in my care. On athe night 
of the 27th February the five wrenches wero in a room 
in the gang hut where o!J o!eepe,. are. I locked 
np the room nnd then went home to my villa~•· On 
the next day I produced the live 1\fenoloe. from that 
room anJ ohew•d them to :Jr. Kin~. One of the 
five produoed to ~lr. Kin~ 'I gnt f1:;,m my house in 
the village. The rcnoon Y took it to 10y l10use wao 
that I had n•ed it till late the dar hef .. ro at a briJgo 
~nd I thooglot I hat I might •·equ11·• it in the morn• 
In"', oo 1 look it to my loonsc. I kuow it io the 
order to lock the toola np in tho box, but I oome• 
timea keep thin~s in my bouse and sometimes in 
the box. Tbe clyburn spanner or screw wrenol, will 
turn the b•ugo~al fiohbo)t nuta but not the •1uore 
fish bolt out& ra8lly. A•BI•tant perwancnt·w•y in.· 
pector, Muddook, hoe not fineJ any of us during the 
loot two or three months. 

Certified that this bas boen reaJ and explained 
to Asmo>h and acknowledged by loim •• boin~ 
correct, exoept that on tho night of the 27th Febru· 
ary be locked four, and not fivo, wrenche1 in the 
room of the gang but. 

FINDING. 

We are of opinion from the evidence that the accideut was due to the removal of two 
pairs o£ fishplates and bolts at mile 44, between teleg•·aph posts 13 and 14, but the1·e is no in· 

·dication as to the agency by which they were removed or the motive for their removal. 
It is, however, evident that the removal was deliberate on the part of some person or 

persons unknown,· as we are satisfied that it was not due to the negligence of the permanent· 
way staff. We cannot find from the evidence that there was uny ill-f~eling umongst the 
permanent-awy staff or that they had been oppressed in any way. 

Manager's remarks. 

The Manage•·,' Eastern Bengal State railway, agrees with the findiug of the committ~e. 
"The railway police have been 1·equested to trace the person or per•ons who removed the fish plato• 
and so caused the ~ccident. 

Remarlca b§ the Govemme11t ln1pector of Railways, Calcutta. 

I agree with the finding. 
J. II. WHITE, 

Govemmcnt ]n$pcctor. 
CALCUTTA: 

'TAe 19t,\ 1prill90'l. 
Documents accompanyi11!J-Annexure No. 1-Sketch showing tho position of vehicles 

after the accident. 

Remark& OJ tit~ Se1,ior Govemment Inspector of RailwaJ81 Calculf.a. 

The result of the proceedings is \'ery unsatisfactory: the unravelling ~f the 
however, appears to be a matter for the Police. 

myetcry, 

. J. C. LYLE, 
Smior Governme11t ln1pector, 

CALCU'l"l'A; 

'.Til~ 15tk Jlag 1907. 
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Annexure I in appendix Jr. to the abstract return o£ accidents on Indian railways 

for t'h~ twel~ months ended the 31st December 1907. 
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Appendix VI to the Abstract Return of Accidents on Indian 
Railways for the twelve months ended the 31st December 1907. 

Report of the proceedings of a com!'l'ittee of enquiry (at w!tich a Government 
Inspector was no~ prel!ent) winch assembled at Kaligl£at station, Eastern 
Ben?al State ~atlway, on the 16th May 190~ and at Ballygunge and 
JJfa~e:hat stat.wns on the 22nd_ ll!ay 1907, to tnvestigate the cause of a 
colltswn at mtle 5-21 near Kaltghat station on the 7th idem. 

The committee was composed of the following officers :-

·w. H. JAMES, Distr-ict Traffic Superintendent, Central Dis- } 
trjct, Eastern Bengal State railway, Sealdah. President. 

' 
. J .. A. CoLLISTER, Assistant District Locomotive Superinten- l 

dent, East Indian railway, llowrah 

J. D. FLYNN, Assistant Traffic Superintendent, East lnclia,n 
railway, llowr-ah ~ 

C. J. SILVESTER, District Locomotive Superintendent, I 
· • Eastern Bengal State railway, Sealdah \ 

R. H. ASERAl'l'A, Sub-Divisional Officer, II, Eastern Bengal 
. State railway, Sealdah ) 

DESCRil'TION. 

111 embcr1. 

Dallast train P-2 hauled by an H. class engine fitted with steam and hand brakes, 
with 35 vehicles attached, in which were some ballast coolies, but which were ~therwise 
empty, ran into a down loaded E. I. railway goods train which was standing at Kali­
ghat within the home signal, causing damage to certain vehicles. The statement in the 
origi;nB;l message that some coolies were injured is incorrect, as beyond a shaking no one 
was lnJUred. 

Kalighat is approached by a heavy curve and is on a slightly falling gradient. The 
accident occurred in daylight. · 

This ballast train has been working for some time and on the date in question the 
usual message blocking the line was sent by the assistant station master, llall~gunge, 
on duty to the cabin for transmission to Kalighat and Majerhat, the only difference 
being that instead of the line being blocked after the arrival of 108 down at Majerhat, 
the usual procedure, the line was to have been blocked on the 7th instant after the 
arrival of G2 down E. I. railway goods (which had entered the section) at Mo,!'erhat. 
Kalighat received the message, but lfajerhat cabin refused the message from Ka igbat, 
so it was sent from Dallygunge by inter-wire direct to Majerhat. No. G2 down E. I. 
railway goods left Dallygunge at 9-22 hours, arrived at Kalighat at 9-33 ~ours and ~n~ 
defained there within the home signal for line-clear from Majerhat wh1ch was With­
held for Port Trust railway slot to be released. At 9-35 hours Dallygunge asked " line­
clear" on the block instrument for ballast train P-2. "Line-clear" was given ),_y 
Kalighat on the electric block instrument at 9-35 hours. Dallast train l~fl 
Dallygunge at 9-45 hours before the acknowledgment of the block line roessn~e had. bePn 
given by either Kalighat or Majerhat and ran into No. G2 down East Indian r~1lwa.v 
goods at Ko.lighat The committee discredited the drivPr's statement that tl1e s1gnnl• 
were lowered. What probably occurred was, that the driver had been a~customed to 
run through Kalighat (which has no crossover from up t,o down) BR hu work w~A 
between Kalighat and Majerhat, and he thought he was gomg to. do .the same on .th1s 
date· when he saw a train in front of him he was unable to stop m hme and ran JDto 
the brake-van of No. 62 down East !~dian railwa:y- goo~s t~ain .. There appears to l1a-re 
been some laxity in the working of tbts ballast tram wh1ch IS bemg taken up. 

EVIDENCE. 

Driver Santoki.-On the 7th ·instant the line '."'es 
blocked at 9-30 between Ballygunge and Ma]er­
bat. At 9-40 the Ballygun!(e starter waa lo"·er· 
ed, the <"abin-mon and ~ard sit::nalled to me to 
start and I started. I then left Ballygunge. I 
came straight on to Kalighat. The outer and home 
signals were both lowored. I came on the bridge 
and s"'v the line was blocked with wagons. I put 
my brakes on and tried my best to stop, but oould 

not and I collided with the End Indian rnilwu.'' 
brake-van. I had a load of 35 emptico all told. 

I RRW the outl'r lowered "'hf·n I \\"811 about o 
1 000 loot berond it. I pa••cd the r,u\er ond enm• 
0~ and I sBw the home si~al, too. lowcnd. I 
put on my brnkeo at the bridge when I woo !rare:. 
ling nt shout 13 miles an hour, nod collided ot 2 
mites on hour .. 



k' this ballast train for 4 
I have been wor 1ng d MaJ'erhat • t ' n Ballygunge an . • 

months ue "ee t · ht Prior to the acCI• 
stabling ,.t Ballygunge f n~~e ~uter and the home 
dent it was customary or tl lowered while I was 
at :Kalighat !h b~l~~tm~~:~;Ice the accident these 
workmg on be k 't at danger and I am work· 
· rnals have eon ep · ' t' • he ~~o hand si!'Ilals. [On cross-ques wnmg . 
~~.~n that the ~ignals were lowered only for hlml 
a I s d I . the were not permanent y 
to pass an t lOt Y f Majerhat 
down.) I returned to Bnllygunge rom 
on the up line. . " 

I have u to date not received ".line-clear or 
an writte~ authority from statwn ma~ter or 
gu~rd. I was simply advised that the sectwn was 
blocked. 

If I had been on single line I would have taken 
"line-clear." 

Guard Francis.-On the 7th ~ay I was gn~rd 
·n charoe of material ballast tram P.-2 workmg 
betwee; Bnllygun~e and Majerhat. On the ~ate 
in question I han:lcd station master Chattel']ee, 
Ballygunoe a me'!lo. asking him to block the 
down lin~ ~s usu•l as my trai~ had work to per­
form between Kalighat and Ma1erhat. The memo. 
was submitted at 8-30. At 9-45 the starter at 
Ballygunge was lowered for me to proceed to 
Kalighat 'where I would rece!ve acknowled~ent 
blocking the line. I forthw1th gave my dr1ver 
signal to start. Knowing that I would have work to 
perform I sat down to my meals and therefnr_e did 
not see the signals at Kalighat. About a mmute 
or two before the accident my shunting porter 
informed me of an E~st Indian railway train being 
ahead and he applied the brake, but before the 
driver could stop the ballast train it ran into the 
East Indian railway goods. I questioned the cabin 
staff at Kalighat, and was told that the signals 
were at danger, East Indian railway guard corro­
borating this statement; and I accordingly wired 
the accident report in which I stated that the 
·-iriver disregarded the signals. 

Cross-e:z:amination.-The custom previous to the 
•accident was to block the line between Ballygunge 
·nnd Majerhat, but on the day in question the line 
was not blocked, becouse 215 up East Indian rail-

• 'Way goods had not arrived at Ballygunge. No 
""'ritten intimation is given to the driver when the 
line is blorked. 
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Everyday signals "'ere brought into use for my 
ballast train as in working any other train. After 
the collision I looked out and saw the home signal 
<~t Kaligbat at danger. On this day I expected to 
pick up my block at Kalighat, applicable between 
Ka!ighat and Majerhat. As I had no work be­
tween Ballygunge and Kalighat, I did not inform 
the driver that the usual block was not establish­
.,d, _but _I only asked him to proceed to Kalighat. 
?rdmar1ly I do not stop at Kalighat. I had no 
1de.a that there was an East Indian railway goods 
tram ahead of me. I got no written intimation 
that li~e was clear with the exception of the star­
t~r bemg lowered. On this occasion I received 
hoe-clear from Bailygunge to Kalighat as no 
blo.ck was given, but when line is blocked I get 
:'"'"llten ackn?wledgment of the block message 
Issued to Kahghat and Majerhat from the station 
master, Ballygunge, The driver is a very careful -
man a_nd has worked _all along on this section with 
me Without any accident. 

ron cross-9ues~ioning the guard stated that he 
had entered m h1s memo. to the station master 
Ball~gunge, _that his ballast train would \Vork 
bet\\ecn. Ka!lghat. and !l!ajerhat, and that is why 
be felt JUStified 1n !eaving Ballygunge for Ka)i. 
Rhat on star.ter bemg lowered without gettin 
the usual written acknowledgment that the lin~ 
h?d )been blocked. lie had no other reason to 
RIVe. 

th (Qd·-;-Did you consider it necessary to inform 
. e nver that he would t f rth 
Raliohot? When I 1 ld h"ge u er orders at 
gllat"I considered th ot "tun to pro~eed to KaJi. 

8 1 was sufficient advice.) 
I attached my br k t 

time in shuntin a e nex to the engine to save 
g on return trip. I have always 

done this. I left Ballygunge at 9-45 and orriv d 
at Kalighat at 10 hours, a distance of nbout ;

1 miles. Wagons were all empty. No reo! inju'3 
was done to any person in the train. 

On the day of the accident I simply informed 
the driver to proceed to Kaiighat. 

Cabin aBBiBtant H. 1(. Sircar.-Ballygunge gove 
message to Kalighat and Majerhat : "On arrival 
of No. 62 down East Indian railway goods at 
Majerhat, down line will be blocked for ballast 
train to work on line." No. 62 down arrived at 
Kalighat at 9-83 and left at 10-58, as the line 
ahead was not clear. When 62 down arrived at 
Kali,hat I told my jemadar to put nil the signals 
to danger. Then cabin assistant, Ballygunge, 
asked line-clear for ballast train in double line 
system by block instrument. I found that my 
block section was clear and therefore I gave hoe­
clear by block instrument up to down outer signal. 
Ballast train P.-2 left Ballyt:unge at 9-<5, aud at 
the same time I told my Jemadar to show red 
signal from the line. After a few minutes I heard 
all line khalassies shouting as well os ruy i•mudar 
to stop the ballast train, but the driver disregard­
ed the signals and pushed forward over the 
East Indian railway brake-van. Then the guards 
of ballast train and East Indian rail way good• 
both sent accident messages th~t driver had dis­
regarded signals. 

When the section between Bnllygunge and Ma­
jerhat was blocked for ballast working the signals 
remained at danger and the train passed them 
daily. On the day of the accident the line wa~ 
not blocked-. 

Station maBter J. N. Banerjee.-Previous to the 
accident whenever the line was blocked the ballast 
trains used to pass the signals at Kalighat al 
danger. Only hand signals were shown •. 

Station maBter states :-I saw a man coming 
back, returning after the accident, with the flag. 

B. K. Chatterjee, aBsistant Btation master.­
Ballast train P •• 2 works between Ballygunge and 
Majerhat daily after departure of 108 down, but 
on the 7th May after 108 down left Ballygunge 
·I got information through _cabin at Ball;rgunge 
that 62 down East Indian railway was co~g, so 
I issued a message to Kalighat and MaJerhat 
through cabin that the down line will be bloc~ed 
for the working of ballast train P.-2 on amval 
of 62 down East Indian railway at Majerhat, and 
I instructed cabin assistant on duty to allow ballast 
train for working on receipt of acknowledgment 
from R alighat and 1\.fajerhat of the block messag?. 
I then went into my office and as the bnll~st traJn 
was standing in my loop siding, I sent Jemadar 
and pointsman to the cabin to set the points when 
required by the cabin. After half &f! hour I 
came to know through the cabin assjstant that 
a collision had taken place at Kalighat. 

E:J:amined.-I did not start the ballast train 
from Ballygunge. It is not my duty to start the 
ballast train; it is the cabin assistant's duty to 
do so. 

When an acknowledgment of the block roes· 
sage is received at Ballygunge it is handed ov~r ~ 
the guard by the cabin assistant direct; this lS 
always done. 

M. N. Banerjee, cabin assistant.-On the 7th 
instant a message addressed to Kaiighat an~ 
Majerhat for blocking of down line to . wor 
ballast train P.-2 was sent to me by assr~t~n! 
station master on duty, Ballygunge, adv1s!no 
me to send i't to Kalighat only and not to Maler­
hat, as he had direct communication with l\!aJer· 
hat and would do so himself. After a few 
minutes assistant station master on duty asf~~ 
me by telephone: " Have you got in •?port ~. I 
down East Indian railway from Kalighat? 
answered u Yes." He then asked me to ~~t 
line-clear for ballast train to Kalighat. I did 
so. Then I asked assistant station mast?r : 
" Have you got acknowledgment from MaJe~; 
hat?" He answered " No matter to yo~­
Acknowledgment is only for adopting single h_ne 
working by up line, not for allowing ballast tram. 



-After some conversation by telephone regarding 
this, assistant station master on duty told me . 
•• Wait till I receive acknowledgment fro~ 
~Iajerhat. On receipt of my acknowledgment I 
will advise you by telephone and will send my line 

.jemadar to draw out ballast train from siding " 
After a few minutes he sent his jemadar and dr~w 
out the ballast train from the siding, and told me 
to allow the ballast train out. When he sent his 
jemadar from the station I was sure thst he bad 
r~ceived acknowledgment from Majerhat, as he 
h>mself told me to allow the ballast train to start 
·I accordingly started the train by hand signals. ' 
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Croaa.e.xamination.-From the 1st to the .J.th 
~ay I was on duty from 12 hours to IS hours 

1;om the 5th, hours were dw.n•~cd to G hours t~ 
ro hours. On the 6th I received the nckuowlcJg: .. 
K •;:t of the block message from Majorhnt throll"b 
b a >ghat: _Alter I bad started the ballast tn;;u ? permlSSlOU of tho nssistnnt stntion mnstcr on 
t e 7th, I fully expected to receive tho nc­
~nowledgment from 1\Injcrhut throu...,h 1\uli··hn' 
~n the same way as I received it on U1e Gth, tlwl 
>s, after the ballast train had been started hy '"" 
by the request of the assistant station master. 

We find­
(1) 

FINDING. 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

That cab~n assistant M. N. Banerjee of Ballygunge is to blame for this acci­
d~nt, 1D tha~ he all~wed the ballast train No. P.-2 to leave Bnllygunge 
WKlt

1
h;out havmg recelVed acknowledgment, of block message A. l!l from 

a 1ghat. · 

That ca~in assistant H. K. Sirkar of cabin at Kalighat is also to blame for 
contnbutory neglect and wa;nt of ju~gment, in that. he gave "line-clear" 
to Ballygunge on the electric block mstrument havmg already received " 
messa~e from Ballygunge to block the line from Ballygunge to :Majerhat 
on arnval of 62 down at Majerhat. 

We think the:e was c~ntributory n~gligence ?n t~e part of guard Francis of 
ballast tram r.-2, lll that he did not sahsfy himself that the block lllul 
been actually established. 

We exonerate driver Santoki o£ ballast train P .-2. 

RIDER BY MR. R. H. ASERAPPA. 

. I agr~e with ~he above finding, except that I do not think that guard Francis uf 
b_allast tra1n P .-~ 1s to blame. It is admitted on all sides that he was granted perm i.•­
~lon to st!"rt from Ballygunge. I should also like to remark that cabin assistant )1. 
N,. BanerJee was on duty in Ballygunge cabin at the time of sta1·ting of this ballast 

· tra1n only from the 5th May 1907, and there is evidence that the ballast train was 
started from Ballygu~ge on. previous occasions on receipt of "line-clear" from Kali­
·gh~t !3-nd before rece1pt of acknowledgment of block message £rom :Majerbat. llis 
.-g~ult 1s. therefore lessened, as he was following an irregular system inaugurated before 
-l.•s commg to Ballygunge. 

Remark! by ltlr. J. C. Li/le, Senior Government Inspector of Railways. 

No. 4054, dated the 11th July 1907. 

From-Mr. J. C.-Lyle, Senior Government Inspector of Railways, Calcutta, 
To-The Manager, Eastern Bengal State railW!lY· 

'Collision between an Eastern Bengal State railway ballast train and East Indian 
railway No. 62 down at.Kalighat on 7th May 1907. 

I have the honour to return the proceedings of an officers' joint enquiry held nt 
Kalighat on 16th and 22nd May, enquiring into the particulars of the above accident, 
with the following remarks. 

2. The -description contains certain opinions of the committee which should_ have 
been reserved for the finding. These opinions vary !rom the results of their enqUiry ns 

·expressed in the finding, and are not in accordance with the _evi~ence. The _committee 
seem to have started with the idea that there was some la:uty 1n the workmg of the 
ballast train and that the driver was the chief cause of the accident, yet in the finding 

·'they exonerate the driver and lay the chief blame on the cabin assistant at Ballygunge. 

3. The assistant station master on duty at Ball:vgunge se~ms to have . fa.iled to 
realize his duties and responsibilities; he is undoub1edly respons1ble fo: pcnmtt1?g the 
departure of the ballast train, and as he gave orders to block the down lme to :YaJer~at, 

ne should have made certain that the line had been blocked and have personally gJven 
·orders for the departure of the 'b'allast train. The discrepancies bet.ween _his statement 
and that of the cabin assistant at Ballygunge should have been mveshgated at the 

·enquiry.. · 
. 4. The cabin assistant at Bally gun ge seems to have attempted to ascertain if th~ 
line had been bloked, yet he asked for and obtain~d "line-clear" to. Kalighat in tho · 
llsual way for the ballast train That is, after asking for the down hne to be blockeol 

_to M~ierhat he, without satisfjing himself as to what. had ~een done, _obtained "lin .... 
clear under open line traffic rules for th~> ballast tram hopmg to recel\·e report of t},p 
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establishment of the block between llallygunge and Maj~rhat after. t~e departure of th~. 
1 . 11 st train. he also stated that he started the ballast tram by permisswn of the assistant 
~~~oti~nmast;r on duty, which the assistant station master states he did not do. 

5 The cabin assistant at Kalighat received orders to block the down line on arrival 
1,£ N~. 62 down at Majerhat, yet he gave "line-clear" for the down ballast train 
without finding out if the block had been cancelled. He apparent.ly knew that this 
method of working was wrong, as he states that when _the ballast tram left llallygunge 
he sent his jemadar to show a red flag to the ballast tram. 

6. The guard of the ballas~ trai!" asked to.have the line blocked between llallygunge 
and JIIajerhat yet he gave his dnver the signal to start before the block had been 
established; h~ stated that he expected to receive notice of the esta?lishment of the block 
when he arrived at Kali<>hat. It is apparently usual to keep all Signals at danger when 
the line is blocked, yet "be stated that the driver caused the accident by disregarding 
si<>nnls. He stated that signals are brought into use on blocked sections of the line; 
this is contradicted by the cabin assistant at Kalighat, who stated that all fixed signals 
are kept at danger and only hand signals shown wh_en the line is blocked. He did not 
inform the driver that the usual block was not estabhshed. 

i. The driver stated that before this accident outer and home signals were perman­
ently lowered in the blocked section, but that since this accident these signals have been 
kept at danger and hand signals used. He was advised that the section had been 
hlockcd, and he was signalled by the cabin assistant and guard at Ballygunge to start. 

8. The finding is incomplete. Nothing is said about what the assistant station 
master at llallygunge ought to have done. The guard knew that the block had not been 
established, yet he allowed the driver to remain in ignorance of this fact. 

The rider by the sub-divisional officer omits the fact that the guard left on "line­
clear " after asking for the line to be blocked, and did not explain this to the driver 
who was under the impression that the line had been blocked to Majerhat. 

9. This accident brings to light a deplorable state of traffic working which should 
be in¥estigated and effective measures taken to prevent any such serious relapses from 
safe working in the future. The description and finding want remodelling and correc­
tion. The contradictory statements in the evidence should be looked into. After a 
perusal of the contradictory and incomplete evidence and proceedings the impression 

- left on my mind is that the members of the committee failed to realise the seriousnesR 
of such a state of affairs as is laid bare in the evidence. Absolute disregard of rules, 
friction between the junction staff, the staff failing to give necessary information to 
persons concerned, etc., etc., are all passed OV£r with little or· no comment as if they were 
enry:day occurrences_. A similar accident might any day be attended with loss of life­
or seriOus damage to persons, and it is questionable if a report like the one under refer· 
cnce could not be used as evidence against the officers concerned and they in some 
measure be held rerponsible for contributory negligence. -

10. Apparently no written intimation is given to the driver when the line is blocked. 

Committee's reply received with Manager's letter No. G.-125 S. G. I., dated 1st 
' . February 1908. · 

The 'nmmittee having carefully considered the various points raised by the Senior-
Government Inspector of Railways, would beg to remark as follows:- . 

(I) Paragraph 2 of Senior Government Inspector's letter No. 4054, dated 11th 
July 1907:-
We agree that th~ concluding paragraph of the history reading from th~ 

word " committee " to the words " good train " in the last line but 
one, should have been omitted from the same. The committee did, as 
the Senior Government Inspector alleges, start the enquiry under th~ 
impression that the original telegraphic report was correct and that the 
ilnver was to blame, but after due deliberation and as the result of il 

~wo days' enquiry the committee came to the conclusion as embodied 
m the finding. 

(II) Paragraph 3 of Senior Government Inspector's letter No. 4054, dated 11th 
July 1907:-

The responsibility or otherwise of the assistant station master at Bal1y­
gunge was fully considered, and that official was exonerated on the 
hnsis of rule 7 of the "Rules for working Ballygunge Interlocking 
C~?in,:• dated 6th October 1904, which rule clearly defines responsi­
bility m the matter of receipt and despatch of trains. 

(III) I'nrngraph 4 of Senior Government Inspector's letter No 4054 dated 11th 
July 1!l07 :- · · ' 

We COI_~cur,, and on this argument found the cabin assistant at llallygunge 
pruuanly responsible. · 
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(lV) Paragraph 5 of Senior Government Inspector's letter No. 40.)4, tlateol 11th 
July 1907 :-· . 

(V) 

There ~gain we CO';'Lur, and hence found the cabin assistant at Knlighat 
gt11lty of contnhutory negligence. . · · 

Paragraphs 6 and 7 of Senior Government Inspector's letter No. 40&6, 
dated 11th July 1907:- 1 

In agreeing ge?erally w~th these remarks, we would refer to pnrngrnpl1 :J 
of th.e finding wherem guard Francis is hehl to hlnme for contriinnory 
negligence. In the matter of the working of the signnJ.q at E:nlighat 
we accepted that the fixed signals while working under the rules 
embodied in District Circular Ko. T. G.- 1

6
9
7
5

, datetl 18th March 1!JOi, 
were always kept at danger, and the driver's and guud's statements 
to the contrary were discredited by us. In this particular cu'e il 
must be accepted that the cabin assistant at Kali"IID.t would not lower 
his fixe~ signals while a train stood blocking the down line, with 
the ~eh1eles o£ the same standing flush with his cabin, and iu hrontl 
dayhght. We were therefore ,of opinion that the driver had proceeJ­
ed fr.om llallygunge in all good faith and with the firm lJPli..f thai 
the hne ahead was clear, and that his endeavours to avert the acci­
dent at Kalighat were not due to tlte fixed signals being either "on" 
or "off", lmt solely to the fact tltat he observed a train foulin" tht• • 
down line. " 

(VI) Paragraph 8 of Senior Government Inspector's letter No. 4054, dat~d 
11th July 1907:-

\Ve do not consider that in the finding we should have included nny 
remarks pertaining to the duties of the assistant station master nt 
Ballygunge. We exonerated this official from blame. We agree 
that the guard knew that the block had not been established nnd al­
lowed the driver to remain in ignorance of this fact, and so we fount! 
the guard guilty. 

(VII) Paragraph 9 of Senior Government Inspector's letter Ko. 4054, dated 11th 
July 1907:- ' 

The committee were fully alive to the serious irregularities in the work­
ing which this enquiry elicited, and as this was a purely depart­
mental question the committee received an assurance from the di~­
trict officer concerned that immediate steps would be taken for elfectual­
ly remedying matters, and this was done. On this score the com-

. mittee did not consider it necessary to comment on the bad workiug 
of the staff. Contradictory evidence is at all such enquiries the rnl~ 
and not the exception, and from experience the committee realise that 

• evidence must often be disregarded. The committee regret that th~ 
Senior Government Inspector should have thought fit to criticise in 
such severe terms their investigation generally. The committee lt~ve 
no hesitation in asserting that the enquiry was carefully carnNI 
through, E:alighat, llallygunge and Majerhat being severally visiteJ 
and that enquiry occupying two days. 

Manager's Temarks (received on the 25th Jlarch 1908). 

I agree with the committee's .final remarks. I am of opinion that there has L~cu 
some laxity in the workin<> of ballast trains on double lines and special rules are Lcmg 
drawn up to put the matte~ on a proper footing. 

llemar/,, by the Senior Government Inspector of Railways, Calcutltl. 

In paragraph !J ante, Mr. J. C. Lyle, when of!iciati.ng as S~n.ior Gonrnment. ln­
~J?ecto! of this circle, l1as already noted on the .senou~ trregularihes brought .to ,llght 
by thts enquiry; his remarks are the more perhnent m that he h~d a more JDhmate 
knowledge of the method of working on the Eastern Bengal State ra1lway. 

!here is a general tendency amongst the staff to carr! out th~ir wm·k J•rrlun.tt~ri!y 
11nd m tlte same manner as their immediate predecessors lrn·spr!'ln·e uf whether tt 1s .n 
accordance with rules or not: this is generally ~ue to a want of knowleclge of rules. 

. It is noted that tl1e committee fully t·ealised tLe sc•rious irrrgularitirs in the work­
Ing ~hich were hrought to light by this enquiry nnrl that the ).lan~g!•r !•n~ Rtat~tl that 
•pec1al rules are heing drawn up to put the matter on 11 proper footmg; tt t• hop .. tl II• at 
the steps taken, and to Le taken, will effectuall,v remedy matters. 



lt is essential for expeditious and safe w?r~ing on a busy sectiou hat the rules 
8hould be carefully compiled and clear, and 1t 1s the duty of the responsible officials 
to see that they are invariably obeyed. · 

The damages to rolling stock is estimated at Rs. 1,200. 

CALCUT~A: 

The 14th April1908. 

CALCUttA : !RlNttD Bt SUI' 

J. ADAM, 
Senior Got•ernment lns1ector of Railways, 

Circle No. 2. 

DT. OOVT. l'lUlo."l'lNC, INDIA, 8, BASnNGS EtBI.I't. 



Appendix VII to the abstract return of accidents on I d' -1 h 1 n 1an ra1 ways 
fort e twe ve months ended the 31st December 1907. 

Report of the proc.eedings of a cornmittee of enquiry which a!sembled at 
Shamnaga,o statzon on the .14th and 18th and at Sealda!t 01~ tile 21st 
November 1907, to inr:estigate the cause of the coli's' b t t' 

• • • ' t011s e wee a 11 e 
Tzttaghur mzll up speczal goods and ~t:p Fyzabad t1•00,, spec ·az t · , . r I · ra111s aile• 
subseq~te~ttly wzth the Calcutta down special goods tmin 01, 10th November 
1907, between Ickhapur and Sham11agat• stations on the Easte1·n section 
oj the Eastern Bengal State railway. 

The committee was constituted as follows :-
C. V. LLOYD, Executive Engineer 

C.&.FTAIN C. L. MAGNUC, R.E., JJist1·ict Tmffic Supm'ntmdenl 

C. J. SILVESTER, District Locomotive Steperintendent 

G. K. RoGERS, Signal Engineer 

J. H. WHITE, Govert~ment Inspector of Railways 

J.D. FLYNN, .Juistant Tralfie S~tperintendent, East lntlian Rail1oay 

, President. 

lf••lm 
.J 
.) 

J. A. CoLT.ISTER, A88istant Locomotive Superin.tendent, Ea.1t Indian 
Railway. 

Preaent. 

M. L. GANGULY, Inspector, Government Railway Police .) 

DESCRUTION. 

The stations referred to in the proceedings are in order o£ sequence as under :-l'a.lta• 
Ichhapur, Shamnagar, J'agada.l, Ka.nkina.ra, Naiha.ti. 

On November lOth, 1907, at 21·47 hours, Ichha.pur asked Shamna"'ar to "'ive line· 
clear for the up Tittaghur mill speaia.l which was immediately given by Sha~na.gar • ., 

The mill special left Ichhapur a.t 21-53 hours ond the rear brake had arrived about 1,500 
feet beyond lchha.pur np starter when the collision occurred. The cabin assistant at Palta 
asked Ichhapur a.t IH-58 honrs to give line-clear for an up troop special conveying a detach· 
ment of the 2nd Lancers from Baboo GhAt to Fyza.bad, which was given at once ; this speci11l 
left Palta a.t 22·1 hours, passed Ichha.pur about 22-4, and collided with the rear brake of 
the 'l'ittaghur mill special about 22·5 hours, blocking' both the up and down lines. Mean· 
while Jaga.dal had asked Sha.mnagar at 21-48 honrs for line·c!ear for a. down goods rpecie.l, 
which was 11;iven at onae by Shamnagar. 

Line-clear for the down goods special was received by Sha.mna.gar from Ichhapur at 
21·54 houre, and the down goods passed Shamnaga.r starter about 22-6 houra colliding with 
the wrecked portion of the up mill special about 22-10 houn and still further blocking both 
the up and down main lines. Of the up Tittaghur mill special, two· covered goods wagona 
were derailed, two were turned over, three covered goods and two low-sided trucks and one 
brakev~n were capsized and greatly da~a~ed. Of the up troop special no damage wat do.ne 
to eng1ne or train by the first collis1oo, Twelve covered goods, one brakevan, one second 
class and two third class carrian-es \vere derailed and damaged, chiefly in their running gear. 
This was done by tbe engi;e of the down goods special which ~orced one of !he derailed 
trucks of the up mill special along the whole length of the tro~p ~ram. The eng111e ~f the 
down goods special which runs between Calc11tta and Na1hah as a shuttlecock tr.un was 
running tender foremost because there is no appliance for turning engines at Naihati. The 
engine of the up znill special was also running tender foremost for the same reaaoo. The 
tender of the down goods was derailed of all wheels. 

The driver of the up troop special was run over and killed by the down goods train when 
attempting to go forward and show a danger signal on the down line. 

One horse of the 2nd Lancers was killed, two horses were seriously injured, and one 
sowa.r slightly injure<\. A report of the accident was received by the assistant station master, 
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ichhapur. He walked out to see what had happened ; he then returned. and wired f 
assistance to Calcutta and Kanchrapara at _about. 22-50. The l'elief train· arrived fro: 
Kanchrapara at 1-57 on the 11th, an~ two relief t~·atns were sent f1·om Calcutta, one anivin .. 
at 2--10 hours and one at 6-59 at the Site of the acc1dent. o 

The down line was cleared and single line worki~g was . int1:oduced at 20 hours 
00 

lith November and the up line was cleared and double line working lllti·oduced at 12·13 hours 
on the 12th November. 

The passenger and goods services 'were· completely disorganized. lmpo1'tant tbrouoh 
main line trains were diverted viJ Ranagha.t and Bongong to and from Calcutta. o 

:Five through trains and certain local tnios were transhipped, as they arrived at the 
scene of the accident on the 11th. 

A special local service was iutroduced between Calcutta and Barrackpore, Calcu!h and 
Ichhapur, and between Shamnagar and Kanchrapara and Shamnagar and Ranaghat. 

EviDENCE. 

Gujfv.r, driver of Tittaghur mill special.-On 
the ni~ht of the accident I'l&sdriviugthaTittaghnr 
up mill special with a loud of 57. l left Barraok­
pore at 21·46 hours and p•ssed through Palta. On 
approaching Iohhapur 1 found the warner on, the 
home sign•! olf, and tho starrer on, l therefore 
•lowed down with the view of balLing at tho atarter. 
On approaching it slowly however when near tho 
bridge, it was pulled off, and I therefore proceeded 
on to Sbamnagar. On approaching that station I 
found all signals against me, and therefore olowed 
<:own, intending to halt at the ooter. Whilst still 
proceeding at about 12 miles per hour, l felt a 
•hock and was thrown dow a. On recoveriu~ myself 
1 ~ot up and gave the engine more stea~n. The 
tr&in the1·eupoo parted and 1 weut on for about I5 
vebic\co leogth wi~b 21 wagons attached, and then 
draw op; wh1lst domg so a doiVo train passed and 
I theu heard the sound of anothsr coilision. 1 got 
down and found a truio Lad ruu iuto me from 
behind and auother down train bad collided with 
wreckage on the down liue. At tho time of the 
acoident my eugine lights were buruing brightly. 
After the acoidoot I looked and saw a~11in that oll 
Shamoagar sign•\• were against me, but did not 
look book at tho 1chhapur up starter to see how 
tbat stood. 

~ccalled.-After l?aving Palla, through which 
statton I passed at. ordmary •peed, I shut off steam 
""d began apply10~ my brakes •t tho outer of 
lcbhapur and bod slowed down to such an extent 
that, though I was within a wagons lenoth of the 
Ichhapnr starter before it was pulled off' I could 
have pul\e t up at it if necessary. Wh;n it was 
pulled elf I ga!e th~ engine steam, and did not 
•low down ngam pnor to tho collision with tho 
troop special, at wbioh timo I was travellin~ at 
about 1~ milca per hour. When the starter dropped 
I loo~ed at my watch an~ saw the timo was 21·67. 
I eobmate that ~~· aoo1dent took place about 5 
mmutee later. Ibo ~bamnagar outer was not 
polled olE for me, but I did not o!ow down for 
lt. Bcforo leaving Tittagbur I woe ordered by my 
.:uard to stop at Sbamn.agar and detach some 
wagons. Aftor . the aco1dont I went to the 
rear ~f my tra1o, and there found my guard 
•tandiDg_ between the up and down lines, and 
aoked L1m whether he was burt. He gave no 
reply, .except that be wae too much upset to say 
anJ'tlung. 

. Kko~a. Buz, 1st fi•'CIIIan, Tittag4ur mitt • 6• 
coal.-Corroborale• tho •tutement of his driver pin 
C\·ery rupect. 

R•callecl,-A.fter .the accident I did not get down 
from lllJ ~Dglne, Deltbcr did the ~od fireman. 
Wh~n partiDg alto_r tho first collhion the forward 
P~l·livn of my tra1n went about 2 wagons length. 
\\a ha~ no sugarcaue on our ~ogiue. I account 
:~r hovmg tafkcn I2 ~inuteo from Ichbapur station to 

e BCOlut o the acc1dcnt by reason of oar hnin 
al~wed down through lobhapur to about 10 or I~ 
U:lle:s per hour and &b"'o eeeinno tho Sh 
~tgual:~ &ghinat us wUiclJ made u: aslo,v d am.na~ar 
W 0 thorofare un tho whole distance very ",;t':,vJ';."10

' 

Re•ezaminetl, state•.-After giving the engine 
sle•m subsequent to slowing down through Ichhapur 
it wao never shut off again aa 1 have alre,dy 
stated ; we did not slow down on account of Shsm· 
nagar oignala being aguiust us, although l saw they 
were against us. 

Shisu Khan, 2ntl fir•ma.n, Tittaghur mill sp•· 
cia.l.-On the night of the accident I was on dut.v 
on the Tittaghur mill apeoial. We ran through 
Palt& after loaviog Barrackpore. On approaobiug 
Ichhapur 1 aaw the warner at danger, the home 
aigua\ off and the starter at danger. The ddrcr 
shut off oteam and then, as the starter was pulled 
off, we again proceeded after nearly coming to a 
halt at it. Afror going a short distance and whilst 
sitting on the coal on the tender I felt a ah~k 
f1·om behind and was thrown down ; the front port1ou 
of the traiu of about 20 wagons went for about 
4 wagon lengths and was then stopped; just pre· 
viou•ly to its otoppin;r and subsequent to .the tint 
collision • train p•••ed on the duwn lme and 
collided with wagona of our train which had been 
thrown upon it. After the accident I beard no callo 
for the driver, nor did I .ubseqnently see tho guud 
of my train. After tho I<Oond collision both my 
driver and fireman went back to look at tho w1eck. 
My driver told me that after the acoidout h~ heard 
tho ~;uard of wy train shoutiug out for him Ly 
name l.iulJur. 

M. L. Biswas, !JUard qf Tilt~.qkur '!'ill •pc• 
cial.-0!! tho ui•ht of the accident I was m char go 
of the up Titt:ghUr mill special, running from 
Titt\aghur to Naihati. l had on a load of 57 empty 
wagon•. 1 have lost m.v train memorandum. hook. 
Ilelt 1ittaghut• at ~I-30 h our•. I baited 8 WIDUtd 
at Barraoki?ore. I ••w the Ichbapnr warner an 
outer oft and p .. sed them. I next aalv the bom1 
eign•l and paos•d that. On l>assing the platform. d 
noticed the driver olowed duwo. 1 therefore look\ 
out thinking we ohould have to bolt after all, but, 
then saw that the starter wa1 oil' Rnd tho tro~ 
proceeded past it. This was at 21·.57 hour.. 

0 •hort tin.e afterward. l fel,t tho tram alow dow 
acrdiD, and on lookinJr out saw all Shamnogar 
aiguMls against me. \Vhi111t contiouiog to dra\V u1; 
to the outer at a speed of about 6 mileo per b~~ 
l felt a violent shock and wus thrown down °~r • 
floor of my brakevan. At tho time I waj wrl ']~ 
up my journal on the top of tho. dogbo>:· oraw ~e 
out and found a train had run 1nto m1ne from t 
rear, l then retumed into t.he brakevon to look fo; 
my hand lamp, but could not fiud it, so !lot ou 
a~ain and dolached ono of my tail Iampo wb10~ wo~ 
still bnruing. With tbo aid of this I fonn mx 
hand lamp, and whilst lighting it l ba•rd tb~ 80Ji'" t 
of another collioioo. I then got through I e •• 
Indian railway train on to the down line, and t~orc 
found eo"'o oftho lchhapurotation otaff, with b,.f1; 1 went hack to Ichhapur otatioo, as I ""1 f 
shaken. After tbe collision I looked at noue 0

1 tho Ichhapur ur Sbamnagar atation signals. I ~·an 
too confusod. Whilst halting in Barrackporo otauo 



1 examined my taillights and found them bnrning 
proporly. . 

Becalletl on 18tl• November 1907.- Up to the 
time of the occident I travelled in my brakevan. I 
did uot ~et on the engine at any time. From th" 
time the mill opeoial!oh Barr~ckp11r up to tho time 
the acc1dent took pluco the tram nevor halted, it only 
slowed down on passing Ichhapur and when ap· 
proachiog Shamnagar outer. TLe &tatement made 
by me in m.r fint evidence that I lost my truin 
wumorandnm book when the accident took place is 
fals•. I made it through fear. On the night of 
tLe accident I had it with me on tho brakevan and 
after tho accident I found it in the brake. It wuo 
lying on the floor. My \Jain guidance and journal 
which I had been writing up at the time of tho 
lloCcident, I did not af.tet·wai~s find. After getting 
through tho East Indian railway train snbsetJn•nt 
to tho aecond colli•ion I did not meet the lcbbapur 
station atalf at the aceno of tho accident as described 
in my first evi~ence but wet them a. few races from 
Ichbapur st.tion. I cannot explain why my train 
took 12 minutea after passing lchhapnr stat•·in to 
run tho distance of .. bout t milo betwten lchhal•Ur 
"aod the IIC8ne of the accident a.a cabin train entriea~ 
obow ; I believe that tho accid•nt tuok plotce 4 or 5 
wiuutcs after paosing through Ichbapur station. 1 
can•ot explain tho discrepancies between my booked 
timin~s and those of the cabin• excert that on that 
day 1 nad not checked my watch wtth any alation 
olook nor did I compare my watch with that of the 
driv;r. N.y home is about 2 miles east of T1ttaghur 
stattoo. 

Sadick, 1•t firemall, up troop spccial.-1 wa1 
working on the above train to the date of tho ace!· 
den.t. .I!' rom Canal ~unction upwards until tho 
ace1dent occurred, allaigoals were down and tha train 
ran t~ron&h them without otopping. When passing 
~he Ichbapn! starter we were gain~ at a £,.;, p•c•, 
'·'·• about 3a mt!,s per hour. 1bo m•ht waa fail'ly 
clear 10 that I could aee tbo1cbhap~r outer ho:n 
Palla, and tho 1chhapur sturter from the Jchbapnr 
outer. When a short distance beyond the lohhapur 
starter my driver called ont to rue that thoro was a 
train on the line ahead of him aud put on all brake• 
and reveroed ; immediately afterwards the oollision 
took place. 

Tbe driver made me light my ·lamJ> and took it to 
inopect the train he bad otrnck, at tho same time 
~eUiog '!'" to go h•ck to 1chhapur Cabin to give 
mformatton that tho down line "as blocked an<! to 
1top all down trains. 
• 1 therefore went bii.Ck towardo Ichbapur and know 
nothing more of what ocourrcd exc<pt that I had got 
baok to the bridge, i.e., about 40 yard• from the r.ar 
of my train when I heard tle souud of tho second 
colli•ion. I think about 3 to 4. minutoo elapsed 
between the tw.o collisions. I canuot say penoo•l:y 
whet~er tho T•ttagbur will special was moving or 
standlDg st•ll when we struck it. 

I had been working with driver Clarke for about 
7 months and had always found him a curefuland 
•toady driver. 

. J_uman, 2nJ firemon, up II'Oop 1pccial.-I w~s 
11~tmg on my tender after passing lchbnpur station 
"a ·~h wy back towards the engioo when 1 heard tho 

nver •bout out to take core and l jump•d down 
and pot on tho hand brakes. Immediately aftor• 
wards th• collision took place. I romain•d on the 

. footplate aud a few minot .. afterwards Leurd a lot 
of shouting and the second collision took plare. 

D ~· 0. Boucher, g«ard, up troop 1pecial.-I len 

2 
~. Junction. in chorgo of the up troop opeaialat 

0.:!4 hours w1th a load of 14. goodo wagon• and 5 
•~achoa, I had several .balta outside oigotls up to 
i•ttaghur. Thence all oi~oalo includin" those or 
~hhapur were off and ":;, ran p .. t tbe';u np to the 
~bmo tho collision tcok placo. The night.""' d.rk 

rough not wisty, I luuked uot lor ai~n11ls lit 
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loh~apur sod they . ,.,,,. all of!. Short:y afkr 
passing ~eLLa pur Btataon, tha train came ta a suJdcn 
halt baviDg evideotly collided w1th another. 1 ,.., 
thrown down and bruised. I then took m.v lamp and 
walked up o~ the ],ft side of thc~lroin to tho rn:;ine 1 
I a~ ked dmer Clarke trhat waa tho matter and ho 
roph•d bo h•d run into an ~;n•lo<u lloo~,,l t;tato 
nulwtty lr:'irt without any taillights. l~o t~n.iJ Lo 
ha~ aont h11 fireman back to lchhapur to atop np 
tra!na, tbot I tbon told him tho signal• for a down 
traiD were o!land ho then sot down to ••• if the 
down :line was obstructed and I then went on for• 
ward. 1 bad gone but a very short distance wheu I 
heard a down train arproach and collide with tho 
wreckage obstructing the down liue. I did not look 
to ~·.• hoiV the Shamuogar oignalo •tood. Tho fin\ 
colhoton cocurred at 22·3 hours and the B\•Ooud ont• 
tnreo or four minutas lator. I ••w the lchbnpur UJ; 
starter waa off both before and alter tho collioion 
but did not notice when it wao ovoutunlly thrown 
up. It appeared to be about 40 or 60 yard• from 
tho rear of my ~rain. I did not ace tho "UOrd of 
the Tittaghur mill •peoial after the fir. I .;'olli•iuu, 
nor at any limo aftorwa•d• that night. 

Recalled.-I can state detinituly thnt I saw tho 
lcbbapur starter off, but at no tiwt saw tl.o ~bow· 
nagar aignala and cannot aay whether tbry were ou 
or oil' when tho accident took t•lace. I saw tuo 1obha· 
pnr sta1ter was otill off when I weut to the r<ur 
of my train to protect it aft•r tho second colli•iou. 
At tbnl time all oignal1 up and dowo were oli aud 
tho •••istaut otation m .. tor of Iobhapur who bad 
come to tho aile of tho accident and who•• attention 
I dr•w pero~ally to iho fact sent word back to tho 
cabin to throw all up and dowa signals back to 
danger. The body of driver Clarka wao towond 
from the acene of tho accident to 1chhapur statiuu 
•t about H houro. 

Gu.-uput, brakcsman, up troop aptu:ial.-1 was 
on duty on tbo up troop special on tho day of tho 
aooident. On ,approachiag Ichhapur all eigoala woro 
o!J and we •·an through without check. After poao· 
ing Ichhapnr I did not ••• bow Ito Snamanugnr 
signals atot.d, Sbortly oft,.r loavin¥ Iohhapur I 
f•lt a .hock and was knocked down. 1 got out and 
found we had collided ,.ith a train in front. Mr 
train was not derailed at tb&t time, bot a miuutu lit 
two aftorwardo a bain approaohcd on tho down line 
and ran into oomo w•gono whiob bad hoen thrown 
on to it; theso wagons wcro a\vept down the line 
alongside my Lraio and in •o doing derailed the 
Iotter. I did not ... tho guard of tho traia wo bad 
collidod with. 

Boj~n, driver, Calcutta dow~> goud• •peciat.­
After leaving i:ibamoagar on tho nigbt of tho acci· 
d•nt and au approaabing IchLapar otation, 1 oaw 
tho down outer and warner olf and therofor• p•· o· 
ceeded to ruo paat thew. J UBt before rcoaol.iog tht'm 
I passed a b·uin on tho np line, and lmm•dlat.ly 
aftorwa•·do found I had collided with oomo obalruc• 
tion. 1 at once put on all mr brakeo. and brou;h t 
my train to a o!andstill. I did no~ ~o11co how •?Y of 
tho up signal• stood before tho cnll,.ton. Juol prwr tu 
the colliaion I W&d running tender furcmo1t at tabout 
15 miles p•r hour. I bad on a load of ~a loaded ond 
ewptie.. After th" coili"ioo I •tayod ou tb111 e.ng•uc 
bot •cnt my fir•man on to Icbhapur to !:••• 10lvr· 
mation of the accidcat. Prior to tho culliaitJD (I( 
my train I saw no LanJ tignall. When 1 paned 
tho up train I could not,.., wbclhor it wu ruuua~;; 
or ataodiog •till. 1 ruo Wnder forewu•~ l,aLltu••lf 
!row l!laihati to Calootla, 11 1 ron frolll Calcutta tu 
Naib&ti and retarD ago.in to c.lcnLta without Luru• 

· ing my engine, uo meanl of doing IJJ Leing pruv1drJ 
~t N•ihati. Af•er making a ae•rcb wo fonod \La 
body:of driv!r Clar&e l11n; onder tht fuu~b trac;c.~u 
fruw m1 cng10e. 

C. L. Sen, guard, Calcutta duu:n !JOod• •.Pccu.l.-
1 w•• guard of Ca!cutta dowo gooJ• •I'-'1.11•1 OD tblj 
ni-ht ol the accident aod bad a load of ~~. 1 pauod 
Sh~muas;ar at ::2--1 Louu i .nu dui11g ~o I looked 
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out on approaching Ichbapur and ,.w all aignals 
oil' in my favour; at the time when I looked out my 
engine bad no~ passed the o~ter; at t~e ·~me time I 
nolioed a tram on the up lJDe; I thwk 1t was pro• 
ceedin~ olowly; immediately afterwards I he.rd a 
Cl·ash 
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and was thrown down in my brake•van. 
AftE'r 5 minutes or so of unconsoiousness, I got up; 
I then lit my Iampo which bad been extinguished 
and proceeded to the rear of the train tB protect it 
with fog si~nalo. I then went forw•rd and saw 
that my train was wreoked and found the driver of 
the up train bod been run over and was lying under 
my train. I d>d not apeak to an.v one ncept my 
driver. I saw a man whom l afterwards found to 
be the guard of tha up mill special standing between 
tracks near his brake-van. I did not speak to him. 
I saw about a qua1ter of an hour after the accident 
that the Sharunagar outer was at danger, The 
night was d'ark but olear. · 

S. 0. Neogy, a4sistanl 1tation master, lcAAa· 
pur.-I oame on duty at 19 hours on the night of 
the accident. I saw the THtaghur mill special pass 
my station at 21-53. It ran through at full opeed 
without slowing down, I did not notice if tl<e 
oignalo were put book to danger, after its passage 
through. I went into my office and telephoned to the 
cabin asking where the troop opeoial was, The 
cabin •••istant replied thera was no news of it. Two 
or three minutes later, however, he informed me he 
had warning of the troop special, but that the line 
to Sham nagar waa bl<>cked. l told him to lo .. er the 
home ai~nal to admit it to 1he platform and to let 
me know when it left Pulta ao that l should ba ready 
on the[latform with a danger signal. He ne&t 
in forme me that ths troop special had left Palta at 
2:.!·1 hours and that he had got line-clear fnr ~bam• 
nagar and had lo•tered his up •tarter. I then came 
out on the platforuL and saw that tho starter wao 
lowered, The troop apecial passed shortly after. 
I returned to the office and af1er a short interval 
heard a loud crash. I enquired of tbs cabin aaais· 
hnt what the matter was. He replied he had heard 
the sound too, but did not know what it meant as he 
had got line·olear and in report of mill special from 
Shamnagar, Whilst oouveroing with him I heard 
another loud oound. I came out of the office and 
saw that the down speoial had oome to a stop 
near the down outer. I then went strai~ht to the 
c•bin and took possession of the train m~ssage book 
looking it np .in the safe and issuing a fre•h one, 
I aloo e:r&JDIDOd the Shamaagar block instrument 
and saw that th~ needle indicated: line·olear. I then 
went to Ire 01te of the accident and aaw that tho 
t1·oop opeoial had collided with the rear of the mill 
•peci•l, and thai the down epeoial Lad oollidod with 
w":gono which had blocked tho down road, both lineo 
h•1ng blucktd thereby. I thou tame back and mot 
the o>atiou maater and informed him of all that had 
oacurred. 

In conversing with the cabin assistant before tho 
aooi<leut I rocogniaad that it wao bo who wao talk· 
ing to mo by his voice. On going to the cabin 
after the accident, I found tho cabin aaai•tant ond · 
the jeruadar there •. i'hoy were both awake. I looked 
nt h11 book !mmed>ately on entering tho cabin. 
'rhe l&t~t message 'Yaa fl train entering aeotion .. to 
8bsmun~ar. I uolloed. ao ~he Tittagbur apooial 
J••••ed that only one ••de hgbt waa burning and 
th~t tho othe~s we,re edioguiohed. I remarked on 
t!u• to the cabm amatanl and told him to wire to 
~hamaagar to atop tho train, 'l'ho iaterval between 
th.o passage of the mill and the troop apecial was 11 
m>nuteo, Tbe former pa.,ed through at 21·53 and 
the lattor al 22·4. I peraouolly noted and remem· 
herod thio. 

Recall•<l.-Ao I waa walking to tho aceco ofthe 
aCllideut I oa'! that tho up aignals y~ro otill off, but 
before I am ved there they had been tnrown up. 
G~ard Boucher oaid ootl,iog to mo aboot oending a 
mau back to order them to be thrown up aa ho 
nlp,e•t., 

. St.,..tto,. ~i•g~, cahinjcmadar, lcAhapur ,1la• 
loot•,-1 waa In the cahill on the night of the ace!• 

dent. The oahin asaistant told me 'line waa ole 
for Tittaghur millopecialand I lowered all oignair 
After the special had passed the starter, I put t{ 
starter baok to danger and called the asoistant 1' 
witness that I bad done so. Shamnagar thou ..,• 
knowledged " train entering section" and the need!· 
was put to ''train on line." I than sat down and 
shortly aFterwards the assistant told me to lower the 
home signal only to admit tho troop spooial to the 
platform. T~e cabin assistant got ,line closed from 
Shamnagar Jnot 81 the troop speo>al was leaving 
l'alta and almost immediately he got line·olear from 
Shamnagar and told mo to lower all signals to !at 
it pass through, and I did so. Tho troop special 
passed through at full speed. I then rai1ed all 
signals to danger. The assistant gave the out report 
which was acknowledged, by Shamnagar putting the 
instrument to " train on line." When the mill 
special pa•sed throu~th tho left hand tall lamp was 
burning dimly, whilst tho other two were utin· 
guished. 

Shortly afterward.s I heard a loud aouod au•l 
afterwards the assistant alation maater entered the 
cabin and took away the train message book then in 
use and issued a new one. The Sbamnagar up outer 
signals cannot be seen from my cabin, 

Recallea.-Adherea to his previous statement 
and states :-I am quito oure tuat tho otarter was 
thrown up immediately after tho pasaags of Titta· 
ghur special and I myself heard tho two beats from 
Shamnagar when he gave line·cloar for tho troop 
epecial. Had Shamu•gar not acknowledged the out 
report of ths Tittaghur millspeoial I could not have 
thrown my starter to dan~er, aud this I had done 
before the collision. I cannot account for the Titta• 
ghur mill special boin~t c•nght up by tho troop 
special, although tho former passed through at full 
speed and tho time interval between the two trains 
when tbeJ' passed respectively was 10 considerable, 

Eunjoo Belary KT.an, ca~in cusiatanl, IcAAa· 
pur.-On tho night of tho accident 1 came on duly 
at 18 hours. All my oigo•lo and instruments 
were tho11 In good order, except that tho tole· 
phone connection with Shamnagar was out of 
order and could not be used. It had been In lhio 
condition for two days previously, I was aoked for 
and gave lino·clear for Tittaghur mill specialat 
21·44 to Palta. l than had the homo oignal pulled 
off for it. It left Palta at 21·49 ho11ra, I then a•ked 
Shamnagar for lioo·olear for it aod ho Immediately 
gave it. The)l I hod allai~oala pulled off to pass it 
through the station. This il did at 21-53. 1 then 
gave "train f!ntering ecotion.. to Sba.mnag11r and 
"out of seution" to Palta at tho same time. He 
acknowledged it. I . put tho starter baok to danger 
1 or 2 minutes after tho Tittagbur mill opecial had 
paaoed it ; I personally saw that the aignal waa cor­
rectly at dao~er from my cabin. Next, Palta asked 
lino·clear for the up troop special at 21-55. 'J'his l 
immediately gave. I got tho "in report'' of Tittag~ur 
mill special from Shamnagar at 21·55. I asked hoe­
clear for troop special to Shamoagar at 21·59. He 
aokonwlodged and gave line·olear lmmediateiJ: and I 
polled all signals olf for it. Tho troop specJ&l left 
Palla at 22·1 and pa•oed Iohbapor •~ 22-4. 1 then 
gave ''train entering section'' to Shamnf\gar at that­
time, i e., at 22·4; Shamnagar did not ackno~ledge 
thia at first. ank 1 repeated it by the Morae IDatru· 
mont. Ha did nol acknowloJgo it on the .\lor•• 
in•trument but after 2 or 3 minutes he tnrned the 
needle to "train on line" and I put the starto~ back 
again to danger. I would note that I Lad o1ml!~r 
trouble previously, when tho Tittaghur spe01!'l 
paa .. d, in trying to get Sha'Dnagar to tal<& the tra>n 
number on the M one instrument and I got no repiJ 
message by it in that caae either. 

When tho mill special paased I noticed t~at 
only its left hand lamp was buroingand the atat!oD 
master alao telephoned to that effect to me, I tr>ecl 
to advise Samnagar on the Morse Instrument but 1 
could get no reply in this case either. After •the 
troop ape cia! had pa•sed tho starter 1 beard tho 10n~d 
of the colliaion. Tho as•istant station maater enqUir· 
ed over the telephone what the matter was. I :e­
plied I did not know, and immediatelr afte1'Wardo be 
came to tho cabin and took away my truin messog~ 



book. I had previously given line·clear to the Calootta 
down opeoial at 21·55 and iShamnag•r gave the 
od report at 22·5 wbioh I acknowledged at the oame 
time. When giving that line-clear, Sbau.nagar 
g .. e the train nnmber over tho Morse inatrument 
all rigbf. I did not ask any line·olear for 35 np 

Recalle<i.-Mter hearing the sound of tho ~olli· 
sion I asked Shamua~:ar oabin what had ooonred. ho 
signalled 11 nothing,'' and 1 made no further enq~irJ 
of him. Alter half an hour I heard by telephone 
from roy a••i•tant station m•ster that a collision 
bad taken piece. I rai•ed the starter 10 d.nger G or 
6 minutes after tbe troop special P"•ed on receipt 
of acknowledgment of "train ed'tering action .. 
from Shamnogar, as I eonld not do •o b,fore. Thia 
wao alter hearing the Bound of tba collioion, 

H.]{, L isu:as, cdin aui•tant, SAamnogar.-I 
came on dnty • n the night of the acoidmt at 17·45 
At that time all my oignalo and in•truments were i~ 
gcod trder, bnt the tel• phone "as cot of usa on 
acoouu~ of repairs. 

Ichhapnr aaked rne-clear for tha Titt .. gh~r mill 
speoialat 21·47, and 1 gave the oame irnmedintely 
"Train entering sectio"" report 1 received ut 21·5:! '. 
I lowered my out.r and home •i~nals on receipt ot' 
the t ut report for that train, and I perscnally saw 
that tley came off. Th train, however, did not 
arrive. Prior to givi•' g line-clear for 'l'ittnghnr 
millsrecial, the last train thaG had pa .. ad tbron~>h 
was S9 np po.ssenger wbioh departed at 2l·:i'7. 
Between that time and the l!'iving of line·olear and 
pulling off of signals for Tittaghor np special no 
ohnnting or troin mttemento of auy aort bad taken 
plBCe in my station, and there waa no reason why 
tho mill tpeoialshould not have run atraight into it. 
'Vhen line·clear had been giveo for the mill opecial 
on the block instrnment, I ackoowladged tha train 
number oigoal from lobhapur oo the Mor<e instru• 
mont. After givmg lioe·clear for the mill Ofecial 
1 neither received nor made ony enquiry ao to the 
troop apecial, and after the out report wao received 
from Iohhapnr, I hnd no communioation of any oort 
with that ot.tion until £ asked for line·cle•r for 

. Calcutta down opeciol at 21·54, and this train passed 
through at 22·6. At ahont 22·8, 1 received a mes• 
'"'e from Ichhap'!r on the Morse instrument atating 
bneBy that an acc1dent had occu1 red. From the time 
lcame tn dnty up to receipt •f that report I had 
not left my cabin. When 1 received it I abouted to 
tho "'•iat.nt station maater on duty end be came 
:UP to t~e cabin and tr~ed "? get Johhspnr ou the 
llorse InatJUmeDt. but 1n 'f&.ID. 

Recalled.-I cannot acconnt for the entry in the 
Kankinara cabin book to the effect tho~ J agad.l 
"'ked line-olear for SG up from Kankioara and 
afterward• cancelled it, nor do I understand. why 
Xankinara asked lina•ulear for Sa up from N aibat.i 
M the booko there show. ' 

When I gave the baek report of the down train 
I? Jagadal and tried on the lllorse to get ioforma• 
tion of the whereabout. of l'ittaghur mill opecial 
from lobhapnr, the cabin assistant of J agadal 
•nddenly asked, "'A' 'sny'-io any traiu expected 
np P " I replied, "No." 

Th Sul:ari, cabinjemiJ<lar, SAam,.ogar llalioa­
d lanst.temh•nt of the witnc .. waa ideotical in ev~ry 
e •nt that of the cabin assistant, 

SAeo G b' rl s· • t. -o tho ·~ •ng,., gunne,., .... ~Aamnagar Ita• 
10.n: n_ 8 ntght of 'he accident, I wat on dut 

W~ttmg ~nth my khala .. ieo to ohunt the Titto h,!r 
mtll ~peclal. At about 22 hours 1 asked th ~b 
jhyk~t "is late. He oaid it wasj'ost ooming'and o":. 

oo mg. saw both the home an outer ti• .. nala were 
off./ neither the train nor any portion ol it. arrived 
an sl!OJ:tly afterwards 1 heard two loud oraobes a~ 
abort llllenals, 

~· .A.. E. Ganguli, auillaoe .talio11 ma•ler, 
c namnagar.-.1 came on duty at 9 bour1 on the 
date of t~e acc1deut, the at&\ ion maatcL' being aick. 
A few m10utea before 23 h"u" tha eab1n •••iotant 
told me by t.lephone that the Tittaghur mill &Qeoiol 
waa co_ming. 1 told the jtmadar to \'Ut it oo the 
ghat h~e and ca'!'e to tho end of the 'PI,.Uorm to 
ahun~ 1t on amval. The train net arriving 1 
en_qUlred of the. cabin concerning it; after oomo 
mmutn the &BIIstant told me that a collision had 
tak•n place ; I then went to tho cabin to enquire of 
Ichhapur !~•t bad, occnrrad but got no aoo1<or. 
After recemng adv1ce from the cabin asaiotant of 
the departure from lchhapur of tho mill opeoial 1 
noticed the outer and home ai~nala aod oaw they 
were both loo ered. 1 had no ohunting to do in the 
yard after departure of 39 up and there was no 
reaaon why the tralo ohould not have been allowed· 
to enter at once without waiting at the outer. 
When talking with the cabin asoiotant 1 reccgniseol 
him by hio voice. 

Sewall :Nat" Upad~aiya, platj'urm f•mtJclar, 
.SAamnagur,-Oo the m~ht of the accident tbe 
assistant station master told me that the Tittaghur 
mi)l apeeial was ooming ~nd. t? go ona oign the 
gu•d•nce. 1 went on the mdl a1d10g near the cabin 
with my khaluaie and we o•t and waited hut no 
train oame, thongh the oignala were lowarad for It. 
While we were w•iting there, a down goodo passed. 
No portion of the ~itta~hur mill special came Ia. 

Gopal CAundrtJ Gattak, cabin asoiBtanl, Jaga• 
dal.-On the night of the acciJeot I . was on duty, 
At 22·5 or 6, 1 got a beato (for an op mail or troop 
special) from Shamnagar and a\ onoe I asked line 
olearfroon Kaokinara ; Kanlr.inara gave it tafter thnt 
I aaw the npper needle (the dowu line) turn to line 
closed. Then I asked Shamnagar by Morse for the 
nnmber of the up train and after 1 few minutco be 
oignallad" N " "N otbiog" and 1 paBOod thlo on to 
Xankinara. He' alao clo~ed his line. 1 tten rolled 
on the Mona for 15 or 20 mlnotea for Shamoa~rar 
but got no aDiwcr. 1 modo no ,entry in my ba<k 
bocanse I got no train nnmbtr. 

SulUURY. 

rutting aside the evidence at t'his enquiry as being for the greater part more or }('88 
untrustworthy, t~e cnly resort is to facts observed o~ the spot by ue. :rhe amount of such 
tangiLle evidence obtaiuable is very scanty, and consists only of the f~llow1ng facts:-

(a) That the Tittaghur mill t;pecial, or, at any rate, the rear por~on of it, had go\ ~ut 
a. very short distance beyond the starter, and b~t hai£-a-m•le beyond the station 
in all, before it was run into, tbe brake-van bemg found I ,GOO feet beyond tho 
Ichhapur up starter and 4,500 feet fhort of the Shamnagar np outer. 

(b) Tha~ the book.ed tim~ngs s~ow that not less than 12 minutes elap!ed ~ctw(cn t~e 
t1me the mill spec1al engm~ passe~ ~he Ichb~pur up s.tarter and the t1me the tram 
was run into, and that durmg this mterva.l1t !;ad travelled but 3,000 feet. 

<&) That, in the opinion of all who sa.w the wreck !twas an absolute impossibility for 
· ·the guard to have been in his ·van. when 1t was struck and to have escaped 

. "Without serious inJury. . · 
('!} That for some reason he has Iidd regarding the loss .of his train memoran~um book 

· · which was fovr.d 'in his house on search bcmg made by the pohce on the 
ni<>ht after he had made his first statement • ., 

Arpeodix VII. 
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(e) That an enquiry for au ".P mill or troop specia.l was ent~red in the books of 
, . : Kankinara and ~a.ibatt at ~2-6 and, 22·7 hours, r~specttvely, though of this 

· there is no entry 1n Jaga.dal s book. . 
(/) That the East Indian railway up troop special, b~th engi~e. and stock, \Vas· not 

derailed and was practically undama.ged by the first colhs10n. 
(g) That the Shamnagar b?ok showed entries correctly, but only up to "train on line" 

for the up mill special. · 
Arguing from these known facts, it may ~e held thmfore that the Tit~agh~r mill special 

was greatly delayed in its passage between stat10n•, that. the guard was not m. hu van when 
the 1·ear portion of his trah1 was stru~~;:, and that the tra1n, or, nt any rate, tts. !'ear po1·tioa, 
was therefore probably at a standstill when .so struck. It fie,omes a. que.st10n therefore 
(booked times bein"' accepted as approximately correct) whether the whole tt·atn was delayed 
and was halted wh~n struck, or only the rear _POrtion, "i.e., whether the whole tr~in was 
~eliberately halted between stations by the runmt:~g stafF, or whether a break~·ay took place. 

To decide as to the side on which the probability lie3, we can only turn for guidance to the 
doubtful evidence of the staff. From this evidence, t~king it as a whole, and combining it 
with the abJvemcntioned known facts, two theories can reasonably be postulatel :-

'a) A breakaway of the front portion 'of the Tittaghur mill special, its arrival at 
' Shamnagar and. return back in the Ichb~pur ~irection on ~he "1? line, a~d the 

collision meauwh1le of the up troop ~pemal w1th the portion left standmg on 
~~ . - . 

(~) A deliberate haltin"' of the whole train between stations and a collision between 
the whole of it ~d the np troop special. · 

Of these two theories, (a) appears to us the· more probable. All facts, and what we 
believe to be the truthful portion of the evidence, appear to be compatible with it. The course 
<>£ events, we should say, was probably as follows :- , 

A breakaway took 'place between slatioas (it may be noted that the train wa~ found to 
have parted in three places after the collision, bnt there is no direct evidence as to which took 
t>lace after and which before) ;. the drivet· unaware of it, ran into Sham nagar; iu the meantime 
tbe cabin assistant, having cleared the line and pulled his •ignals <off, either left hi~ cabin or 
went to sleep, leaving the Jemadar in charg'e; the latter seeing thJ fornt portion of the train 
come in and suppo;ing it was a complete composition gave the in-report to Ichhapur and 
threw up his signals; he then acknowledged Ichhapur'sline clear enquiry, gave line clear and 
signalled enquiry on to Jaga.dal; subsequently, having discovered t~•e breakaway, he, without 
notifying lchha.pur of the facts, advised the driver to go bock and bring- his train in; the latter 
<proceeded to do so, but before he could get back to the rear portion of his train, the first colli• 
sion took place. · • 

. This theory would account for everything-:-the excessive time, taken to get a short 
distance beyond the starter, the escape of the guard (who had discovered that his train had 
parted, and bad left his'van before it was struck), the state of the boJks at Shamnag~r and 
Ichbapur, ~be failureo£ lcbhapur and Jagadal to get Shamnagar for-sometime by rolling on 
t~e Morse mstru!Dent 1md the canc~lled !nquiry b;t Sha?lnagar for 35 up, these three lat~er 
ctroumstances betng due to the cab•n assistant be1ng etther ·absent or. asleep. ; 1'be oppostte 
statements of the ::Shamnagar cabin staff and the runnin"' staff of the mill special as to the 
Shamnagar signal~ bein!!: off or on for the latter's t~ain"'.when it approached Sha~nager. is 
natural. The cab1n staff would want to show that they had performed their duty m pulhng 
them off to admit the train, whilst the train stall would state tbe contrary, in order to 
account for the long time taken in tunnin"' from· Ichhapur to the scene of the occident, and 
as a theoretical reason why it could not ha;e been possible to .,.et the front portion of the train 
into Shamnagar wi~ho'ut running against signals, even if it lt;d parted; also, as 'it is extremely 
probable that the ~1gnals were thrown up behind the parted portion and w.ere at danger when 
the collision took place, the driver would naturally think that all concerned would notice their 
position after the accident and would give his evidence to accord witb. theirs on the poiut. 

. . ·As regards theo_ry (b), though possible, it seems less probable. We do not regard it as 
hkely that Sh~m!la~ar delib~rate!y g'ive an in·repnrt for the mill special before the arriva~ of 
the same, but 1t Is Just poss1ble, if booked timings are not strictly accurate, that the follow1Dg 
occurred:-

Sham_nagar cabin assistant. being only half awake, mistook the arriv~l of the Calcutta. 
.. d?wn spec.tal for that of the Ttttaghur. special, and gave "train out of section" to Ichhapur 
and also l!ne cle"r to the troop special; that Ichhapur received this at 22·3 just as he had 

. ~owere~ hts up home signal to admit the troop special on to his platforlll and thereupon 
lmmedtately lowered his shrter and warner si"'nals; Booked timinoos howevc·r if accepted, 
~·t th'h b "' , 'UO no su ppor t Is t eory. .. -

. "In addition to the two above theories, a. third -can be formulated, viz., that Icbhapur 
_ b~~k was posted up subsequently to the accident, and that its timing cannot be accepted, but 
tuat what actually occurred was as follows :~· ' · · 

. h . 'f'he ~abin assistant, Ichhapur, after lowerinoo si"'nais for Titta"hur mill special to run 
, t rough dtd not again. put them b3.1lk to danger, ~xp~ting to get the in-report for that traiD. 
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and line clear for the troop special before it had left P&!ta. 'rhi• however 1·9 n t t'LI 
t · · tb b k t K k" d . ., ' o compa 1 e with the en nes 1D. e 00 8 a . an mara !_n ~a1ha.ti, nor with the excessive time taken b 

the Tittaghnr ~pecu~l as booked m Ichhap,r cabm. Y 

On the whole, therefore, we p~efei to accept the first theory (~) of the Tittnghur mill 
special parting as best according with observed facts. 

Flli'DIXG. 

We find:-
(a) That the o:cident was caused through the Tittaghur mill special not h1ving clcareJ. 

the sectiOn between Ichhapur up starter and Shamnao-a.r home si..,.nal althou<>h 
signalled as having done so. " " ' " 

(6) That th_is was ~ost probably due to the. mill special having parted ; to the fore 
por:10n ~nmng mto Shamna~ar sta~1on s~tion, to the ." in report " for the 
trat!l• as !f, the whol~ had amved, bemg gtven by the ca.bm jcmadar whilst the 
cabm asSls.a.nt was etther absent or asleep, and to the cabin assi~tant not havin<> 
given the ob~trnction danger signal to Ichhapur immediately it was discovered 
that the section was foul. · 

For this accident we hold the Shal"(ln:J.gar cabin staff and the train staJI o[ tho up 
Tittaghur mill special to be responsible, We recommend that they be not prosecuted but dealt 
with departmentally. 

•· 

Our special reasons for arriving at this conclusion are :-
(a) That 'the cabin assistant, lc~hapur, gave line clear to Palta for the troop special and 

was evidently aware of its approach whilst the cabin assistant, Shamnagar, 
himself •tlte3 that h~ made no enquiries about it, thus pointing to the fact that 
he had fo1·gotten that it was running. 

(b) That the cabin assistant, Shamnagar, is unable to explain the entries in the 
Kaukinara and Naiha.ti hl>oks witll regard to line clear for an up mail or troop 
special at 22:6 hours whicll entries are supported by the evidence of the cabin 
assistant, ~ agadal. 

(c) That the books of Shamnaga.r, and the evidence of and against, the Shamnagar 
cabin assistant exactly coincide with what would have been expected supposing 
him to have been at fault as detailed above. 

(d) That had the cabin assistant at Ichhapur been at fault he would in all probability 
, . have wired accusing the dt-iver of the up troop special with having run througll 

signals tbe more so that the accideut message was sent after he knew the latter 
had been killed. • 

(e) .That the cabin assistant, Ja~adal, supports tile cabin assistant at Ichhapur, in his 
statements that he was for some time unable to get any. answer on tbe ,_1\Iorso 
instrument from Shamnagar when rolled for . 

. (/) '.rhnt no sufficient explanation can be given by the Tittaghur mill special t·uu~g 
. staff of the time which elapsed between the passing of the '££ttaghur mill 
special out of the lchhapur•Palta section and its being. run into, in view o~ ~he 

,short distance travelled by the rear potiion of that traJU before such colhs10n 
: . took .place, . 

(g) That the escape of the Tittaghur mill special guard from injur_y is ~holly irre~on• 
. . · cilea.ble with his havin"' been in his brake-van at the time 1t was cnt1rely 
. ·.demolished ~rom the floor upwards, p01ntiog to, the co~clusion that be ha_d 

descended from the brake-van which bad come to a ~tand·still before the colh· 
sion with the rear portion of his train. 

· -~ C. V. LLOYD. 
. ' . 

RIDER. 

C. L. !IAGNIAC, CAJ.'TAIX, lt.E., 

C. J. SILVESTER • 
• 

We are o£ ~pinion that the present incomplete state of tbe l~c~ aod block. sy•iemthn 
this section of the Eastern Ben"'al State railway does not afford suflic1ent PJ:!chtton o . c 

. increa.sin<>ly heavy traffic on it band we recommend that the arrangements W IC d a~h now 10 

· hand sho~d be press•d to completion without farther delay, the first step t:i'b 8 t e . .abe 
: bein"' provision for the automatic return of starters to danger .whenever P~813 Y Aa pcra:fu. { 
' mea,;s of the treadles for A class stations as laid down 1n paragrap a, P n • 

Chapter XII of General Rules and Regulations. . 

W ls f · • th t the descriptions of the abovementioned !readies, and <>f thetr 
e are a o o oplDloD a II A di 1 (aa 1f such trca.dlca were 

working, in paragraphs 13a, and 47a, Chapter X ' .P(~) ~ d to mislead the ~ota!I We 
actually provided and in use whereas they are ~on-e:us en ·~!the subsidiar rules f~r the 
therefore recommend that the same be expunged 1D order to bn D 1 . 
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working of trains on the absolute block sy s~em on the E~;;tcrn Bengal State railway int~ 
conformity with the arrangements actually m me on the ra1lway. 

C. V. LLOYD. 

C. L. 1\IAGNIAC, Captain, R.E. 

C. J. SILVESTER. 

Jlf:!NAGER'S REMARKS. 

Owin"" to the unreliability of the evidence given at the enquiry, it is impossible to say 
exactly w~t took place. I see no other course but to accept the finding, though I am not 
convinced that the train parting theory is correct. The explanation of the staff of the 
up mill special is obviously false, and also it is clear that the cabin assistant, Shamnagar, w113 
asleep, or was not in his cabin. 

The following, who are to blame for the accident, or for giving false evidence to screen 
themselves or others, have been summarily dismissed :-

The cabin assi~tant of Sbamnagar ; 
'l'he cabin jemadar of Shamnagar ; 
The guard of the Tittaghnr np mill special ; 

The driver , , , ·' 

1st aud 2nd firemen of the Tittaghur up mill special. 

Remarlcs by the Gooerument I napector of Raitway1. 

The evidence given at the enquiry was very unreliable, the staff had made:up their 
various versions and stuck to them. If responsible men such as station masters, cabin 
assistant•, drivers and guards are so untrn•tworthy as is shewn by this enquiry, it is tim& 
that serious efforts be made t() get more reliable staff and also to provide such mechanical 
safeguards as shall make up for the deficiencies of the staff employed. 

The question of suitable and reliable staff ia a serious one and it gets more so year by year. 
Concerted action to obtain the right stamp of men and efficient training of them by the rail· 
way seems to be the only way to keep the supply up to the increasing demand. Attentiou 
was drawn to this in parag,.aphs 203 to 205 of the last inspection report. 

The question of providing more effective safeguards on this busy section of the line calJa 
for immediate action. The completion of the lock and block should be pushed on, the first 
step being to ensure the correct action of all starting or advance· starting signals. Special 
attention was drawn to the state of the lock and t.lQck in paragraph 198 of the last inspection 
report. A report" on the state of the lock(and block between Naihati and Majherat on the 31st 
l\Iarch 1908, should be furnished as soon as possible after that date. · 

To include in its subsidiary rules descriptions of the method of w~rking as it should be 
does net absolve the administration from the responsibility for the method of working as it is, 
The rules should be corrected so as to be in accordance with facts. It seriously increases the 
direct responsibility of the administration and lessens the control on the staff to issue rules and 
instructions which are not in accordance with facts and tends to create a disregard for rules 
by the staff which is so difficult to contend against. . 

Under the circumstances it is impossible to assert with conviction that ,the conclusions 
and finding arrived at ar& correct, the committee have done their best and now it remains for 

· the administration to take action. 

CALCUTTA.: 

Tlte 11th Janreary1908. 

J. H. WHITE, 

Government I~aptctor of ll11ilwaya, 

Remarla by tlte Senior Gov~rnment Inspector of Railwa!JB1 Calcutta. 

This was a very difficult case, but I believe that the 6nding is correct. 
I agree with the .1·i~er and with the remarks made by the Government Insp~ctor a!ld 

recommend tb.at tbe adm1mstration be urged to push the lock and block to completion w1th 
t~~ least poss1ble del~y a~d unless the delay .is likely to be of short duration to bring the sub· 
S1d1ary rules for workmg mto conformity with the actual.conditions. 

F. D. FOWLER,. 

CALCUTT.\: 
Senior Government ln8:Jitctor of-Railways. 

'l:Ae 28th Jan~tar!J 1908, 



Appendix VIII to the abstract return of accidents on Indian rail· 
ways. for the twelve months ended the 31st December 1907. 

Beport of the proceedings of a committee of enquiry held at llasulabad 
(Bahrampur) station, East Indian railwaJ, on the 18th January 1907, 
to investigate the circumstances attending the derailment of No. 14 down 
passenger train at that station on the 7th Janu(J,ry 1907. · 

The committee was composed of the following officers:­

J. YouNG, .J.aai1tant Traffic Superintendent 

B. V. RADLJIY, Diat1·ict Locomotive Superintendent 

K. S. La.uau:, Offg. !Ji1trict Engineer 

S. H. CaoxroRD, .J.aat. Carriage and Wagon Superintendent 

H. WalGHT1 Deputy Chief :Engineer 

Muoo. C. S. RosE, R.E., Government Inspector of Railwa11 

J, JtoBERTSON, Junior Engi.,eer, :E.). railway 

DESCRlfTION. 

'I 
~Memb1r1. 
J 
l 
}' Pment. 

J 

On the 7th January 1907, at points No.7 at Rasulabad station (Dahrampur) at 4.·56, 
llogie thirds Nos. 2034 and 2021, ordinary thirds Nos. 1609, 1St6, 1S65, S57, and 1607, 
intermediate No. 1711 1st class No. 4S9 and 2nd class No. 69 forming part of the oomp_o· 
11ition of No H dow'n passenooer train W<re derailed. These carriages were marshalled 1n 
the middle of the train. The; was n 1 lou of life '"'d no passe11gers complained of any 
injuries, 

Damage to rolling stock to the value of Rs. 2,200. 

EVIDINCE. 

H. Sinclair, dri~w.-I wa1 working No. 14. that the hael block of tha tongua rail wa1 brokeo 
down on the morning of tbe 7lh. We came to a The fn~oture appeared new. . 
otnnd at Raoulabad (Babrampur) afler being Wbil• we were guing bock to tho rear of t!.o traJn 
derailed nt '·56. The dietant end mein oign•l• we found a owan nook end eonpling hooe IJiog at 
were down. The main line indicator wao 1howing lllo. 6 pol'nt•. (TM1 cam I off urd•nfl!'y SrJ ~la11 
white and the other two were green. No. 1iJ65 toAicl 1</U rA• /ijtl car,..ag• J.ra•l•cl;) 

The load of the train waa20 equal to 22. \l't All the earriageo .-ere l1ing prcperiJ on thou 
wheelo and all the wbeelo were on tho ground. were running about an hour !.to, On' ••·ezaminatio•.-1 am p,rfectlf certalo 

On nearing the distant oignal I ohut of! atoam, that •• far, •• 1 could l'udge, th• opeed wu nnt 
and from tba di.tant oignal applied the vacuum - - > h t 1 

more than ten mileo an hoar. At tho IJ>fO•• I a 
brake. b f I t waa going over tho pnlato l would haYe hod to rt• 

A couple of carriagelen~tho e ore cr.me ~ a create vaGuom to b••ng tho train on to tho J•latform. 
ltaod I felt two or three jerk• in quiok 11000

"
18

.
10n 1 made up about five mioute1 behreeu l'awnpore 

and wao brougbt to a otand by the vacuum 11°10~ and Fatehpur. 1 l·ft Cownporo at 2·28, nactl1 
down to zero. From·the diot•nt signal .1 reduce one l•our ).te. 1 had 

00 
di~ioultJ with Lbt Yocaom my nouum from 19 to 10 inol•eo, and tt waa 10 

inchea whtn I felt the lirot jerk. Afttr the lir•t from Cawnpore, 
l'erk tha •acuum fluntuated, and, at about the IPOond -~ d · '-- · 

' 1 W • .AnJ..-,o~, drio~r.- .,., • nYer ..,.m1ng jerk, flew to Ztrn. When l felt the 6ral jerk .... the road an the tnKtne or ll?- 16 down on tho 
trnellin~~: a\ about 10 milea an hour, and 1 '."nil morning of tbo accident. Comtn~ lot~ P.aJulabad 
have been oroin51 at that opeed over the P".tnll, (B•h•a•nporl otatl .. n 1 felt a •l•~ht Jerk on the 
The jerks I felt on the en Kine· wore oomparativoly troio wb•n tho eo~ino ••• a boot lnrty 1arda from 
olight, not oullioienl to npoetr. 1••. bot•le: 1 tho pl•lhrm. Tbe troln immodialoly <awe to • 

I haTe been running on tb111 ~~~tlon t~e ' 8 
11 and. Tbe driver tried to crute yacuam, Lot could 

montho, l did nut notice anythrnlf rartJO}'lar ot J got d01wn and wool b&ck tO reo what 11'&1 

coming intothia alation beyond the ordroar1 ab~ht ;,;ng, and foond tho fonflh oarria~o from .the 
ohock one geto on taking a rr,osing, nor have 1 engine d•r.olled. 1 Yeo\ back aod told tho dnYer 
done oo on any former oon•oion, that tbe tnia ,.... derailed. Tho tln•er aad l then On KOing back to examine the poin\1, I noticed 



h 0 •oing further back, to 
,.ent back toget er. 0 ~I b · d fish plate 

. ~ 7 we found a bee c atr an 
to~k~~· o The ton~ruerail belonging to t~• Loluti 

r I ;ked over. The padlock '!fa• on tt, ut 
was o bether the nut was ttght or not. 
oa'r'b:t ;~\n~• lover wao in the oorreot posi~ioh an.~ 
the cottdlo!l:.~" 0~1·~~t I I c~~~i.~tati•w ab~u1r 1

1

6 
,.~, pa after we had c~me to a .tand. It was then mtnutes 
dark. di · 'd · t No 'I There were carriages stan ng lDsl e poin 8 • 

not derailed. th 
We hod no trouble with the vacuum on e way 

-from Cawnpore. 1 d Th 
Tb d'stant and home sig-nal• were owere . e 

<mte.."polnta indicator ,. .. •bowing green •. ~~ th•d 
indicators were 't'isible. I w .. on the rig an 
·aide of the engine. • h d' • 

The driver shut off •team outSide t e l8tano 
signal. llirectly he shut off steam be atarted 
destroying vaonum. The brake• were off w_hen 

assing over the points. The •.peed over the pomts 
~BA between ninA Knd eleven ~:ulea an hou.r. 

After passing the faoing pomts the dnver never 
•used any brake. • 10 'I 

Although we possed over the pomta at . mt ea 
.an hour, tho driver would have bad tu gtve more 
steam to bring the train on t~ the platfonn, 

On my previouo down tr1p, although we came 
over the point. at the oame opeed, no extra steam 
was necessary to bring the train on to the ,Platform. 

I wao standing with one font on the en~me and 
one on the tender with my hands in my po•·keta, 
I felt two slight jerks "hich were not tn~ugh to 
.m•ke me loa• my balance, I am certatn ~bat 
between the diotant signal and the facing pomta 
·tho vacuum wao not reduced by more than 5 inohes, 
The driver was running with from 18 to 18l inohea 
of Yacuum. He never had more than lSI inches. -C. Iogli•, guard.-I was guard, of 14 down and 
.arrived at Ra."Ulabad (Bahr•a•pur) at 4-56. On 
approaching the station I noticed that the ~tant 
and main aignals were oB', At the diatant signal 
the vaonum indicator in my brake-van ahowed ten 
inobes. The vaouum maintained during the run 
from Ca.wnpore waalS inches. The vacuum remain• 
ed at 10 Inches aher ll· bad come down to that, and 
-when ""came 'o B atop it wao at zero, 

J noticed the stop was rotber more audden than 
·usual-more audJen than an out of course atop for 
missing line clear, but not enough to throw me off 
my feet, Just before the train &topped we must 
have been going between ten and twelve miles an 
boor. I got out of my br>ke·van on the platform 
eide and namined the vaouum pipeo thinking that 
one of them bad oome undone. I noticed that the 
·aeventh vebiole from the· brake had left the road. 
lly brake·vaa and the five vebicleo in front of it 
were on their proper Hns, i.s., tho line leading to 
the platform. Tho first derailed vehicle from the 
brake-van waa !noide pointo No.7 and there were 
some vehiclea on the line inoide points .IS o. '/, 1'he 
only damsge I noticed at points No. 7 waa a fioh plate 
brok.n. All the looko were correct, both padlock 
and safety. 'fhe points lever was abo looked. I 
ex•mined the points on my return to the brake-van 
after meeting the driver. 

All the ourriage wheel• were on the ground; 
none oft hem were in the air. -T~akoo• Din, iemad ar, Raaulabad (Bahram· 
pur).-1 wna on duty from midnight to 8 hours on 
the 7th January 1907. I received the orders to 
oet the points, and "hen I bad done ao I showed a 
red light to the alation and tho eigoals were lowered. 
TI-e train came iD, &• usual, slowly. 

I did uot know an aooident bad happened nntil 
the g•urd came and aok•d me nhat had happened. 

The pointa were correctly eet and all the locko 
lock-d •. I cannot aoeonnl for the padlock on poioto 
:No.? betng found unlooked by lhe Deputy Chief 
Engtneer. 

CheJl I..a.ll, a&1i1tan-;-;;;;;;o,. maBter .Ra•ula1Ja4 
(Baho·ampur).-1 ""'on duty on the m~rning of the 
7th Jann~ry 1907. When I oame on dut.Y I pasoaed two 
goods tl'atQI, one up and one down, before 14 down 
had to he pauod. The train left Fatehpur at 4·2~. 

I sent my jemador with keys and clear instructions 
tu aet tho d •. wn lin• points to ndnait 14 down 
passenger. The train left Faiznllahpnr at 4·45, 1 
person.lly saw that the points indio•tor ahowed thai 
the points had beau correctly set and w .. welt 
oatis6ed. 1 then ordered the si.walm•n to lower 
tho aignal•. I saw a red signal from the pointo 
sho,..ing t~<nt they had been sot. The train arrived 
at the pointa at 4·56 and w .. derailed, 

I wua ataniing on the pl•tform out•ide my office 
and aaw the train come to a stand-the engine being 
ne•r point. No.4. I went out to see why the traiu 
had &topped there and found that aome vehiclea on 
the train had been derailed. 

H. Wrigkt, Deput9 OMef Engine_., 
Calcutta.-I !l'Ot out of my carriage, whiob w•s in 
the acoident, about 15 minuLes after it be.d ooourred 
an•l went ot•·aigbt to the points and found them all 
lookod except that tho hasp of the p•dlook on No. 
'I pointo wao not home. The lever wa• also pad· 
lockod on these p•inte. l'ho first rnark of the denlil· 
ment was the burstinl!' of the tougue rail, a~ the 
!lee! from tho stock rail on the left hand aide hoing 
the ~tation. 1'he permanent·w&v at poiuts No. 7 
wao in good order. Points No 'I were locked with a 
padlock and cotter•d bolt ou the right aide and with 
Duttono' Patent ko'l' look on the other side. 

The whole of the lead of pointe No.6 to the oroos­
ing for No. 2 l~ne were to~n up and for. a ~ow 
r•illengtho withrn the crossmg, then tho thtrd,line 
"as wrecked for thelenl):th of abJu~ seven vehiolos, 
after which the oeoond boo"'"'' agatn wreoked. 

My opinio'! is that th~ accid'•nt '\"as caused b.v 
the train entenng the atahon •t a hi~h apeed and 
the oudden application of the brak~s, tho conaeqnence 
being that the rear fart of tho 'ram buckled np and 
the tailing wheels o the leading h.ogie struck tb~ 
inside of the !aft tongue rail at potnto No. 7 ~oa 
burot it open ; then, having mounted ~he abntttng 
rail, eventually became dero.iled, draggtug the reot 
of the vehicles after it. . . 

Where the first wheel mounted the abutting ratl 
there "as an indentation, wbioh could only have bee.n 
caused by • wheal strikio~ it after the tongue rat! 
had burst away. . 

About an liour after the acoident my attention 
w•s culled to the faot that tho vacuUIIl p1pe between 
bogie carriage No. 2021 and ordinary third class No. 
1609 had parted but was not damaged. 

8. B•ard, fir•'man-:=:i-;ao fireman on the 
enldne, No, 859, of 14. down of the. 7th Ja~uary 
1907. The driver ohut olf oteam out<tde the, distant 
signal and applied the b•·akee, I did not notice bualow 
lbuch VHCUUm was de1troyed. We came on ~he us 
way with the brakeo on. When tho dnver. was 
about to releaae the brakea I felt two au~den Jerko . 
and the traiu came to a dead otop. The Jerks w:•re 
quite ...light. I atayed to look after the engtne 
while the driver went back, 

• K. s. Lauri~-:---Districl Engi'!efJr, 
.ll.llahabad.-I arrived at the scene of the acctdent 
from Allahabad with the material train and at onoe 
proceeded to examine the derailed carri•ges, and ~be 
first thing I noti<-ed was ~hat the. vacuum !):~: 
between bo~ie 2021 and ordmar;y tbtrd 1609 ed 

a · t•edr become di&engaged and that tho ptpe m•n &tn • 
morum dual which bad apparently been drawn 1f13 
the pipe in oon•iderable qusntitioo, I tLen c~ e 
for a rail ,..auge and, with the Assistant Engtnb' 
and Permanent-way lnopector, procoeded to I e 
pointo No.7. '!he left baud switch heel block was 
broken with the inside fish plate and all fi•hb~lta 
she•red off, 'fhere w•o no mark of any ~onnttni 
the rail on either switch which were iu thetr correcd 
pooition. I had the look opened and the cotter an 
bolt taken ont, moved the points over, gaugedh thd 
line both behind and in front of the swttc an 
found nothing wrong. . , 

The left hand awitoh, had 1t bean eubJected to any 
natural force at the heel, would probably have 'l""}g 
out, but there was no apparent moveme~t ~y SimP' 
throwing the lever over. There wao a d1otinct m~r 
on the rail behind the left hand switch whef J" 
1lange of a wheel had ridden along tbe top, o 0 

t·ail. The•·e wece •ho marks on the rail behmd the 
righl owitoh and several ohairs broken. 
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FINDING. 

We, the undersigne~, having carefully considered all the evidence do find­
(~) That _the.re is.no di!ect evidence as to ~he actual cause of the a:oident. 
(1i) ReVJewl•.•g the ~v1dence and a.n exammatoon of tloe permanent-way shows that the 

•first mark of deraol~ent. IS on the left band heel block of points N 0 • 7. This heel block was 
shattered an~ the mtcr10r llshpla.te broken, the four fish bolts being sheared. The abuttin"' 

·rail showed s1gns _that the wheel had mounted at the end adjoining the switch, and, ruunin" 
along the top, ultimately fell o_ff on the sleepers on the wrong Fide. The right band switcf 
had no mark of two r~ads ?U 1t. There were marks traceable on the sleepers inside th 
straight r~ad, from this pom~ to as far as the crossing all chairs being more or lees broken~ 

·this showmg that the vehocles dropped beyond the heel of the switch after moun tin<> and 
never actaally ran on the straight road. • " 

(iii) The carriages derailed looked as if they had been arrested in front and pushed behind 
by the carriages stili on the line. The vacuum pipe was broken on the tth 8th and 12th 
vehicles in the train and might have acted on the front part of the train so a; to cause this 
fol'matiol!., but this would not account for the derailment. The same effect would have been 
caused bad t~e train been _approachin!l' at the excessive •peed of twenty-five miles nu hour; 
and if the dr1ver ~ad appli7d the br~ke sudde~ly, this would stop the carriages in ~he front 
first and t.end to lift. one of the carnages comu1g ove1· the (UrVe of the lend, as the vacuum 
is not instantaneous In the whole train at once, , 

(iv) The accident might also have been caused by some obstruction fallin<> on tloe heel 
block and causing one oE the wheels to mount the rail at this point, but nothi~g was found 
to lead to this supposition. 

(v) Considering- the distance (about 600 feet) travelled by the train after the first wheel 
left the ro.ad and the fact that twenty-four pairs of wheels were plou~hing through the 

•ballast and perman•nt-way for the greater part of tbis distance, we consider that the train 
must have approached at·a high rate of speed, and, for this reason, we huve little doubt that 
the accident was caused as outlined in clause (iii.) 

J. YouNo, 

· President. 

K. s. LAU:&IIII, 

Memher. 

. We agree with the above finding, except with regard to the probability of the accident 
having been caused entirely by excessive speed or a sudden application of the vacuum brake. 
ra·c .;2. With refereilC8 to the former the distance travelled by the trailing bogie o£ the first 
bogie carriage is not sufficient in our opinion to give reason to nssume the apeed was high. 
From the condition of the wheels of this bogie truck the trailing bogie was the first to leave 
the line, and it would seem that this bogie ran with the left hand wheels ineide the left hand 
rail o£ line No. 3 till the bogie check chains prevented the centre line of the vehicle making 
llny greattr angle with the centre line of bogie truck when the wheels of this bogie broke the 
left band rail of line No. 3, and probably the Becond bogi~ vehicle acted similarly, and theee 

·two bogies caused the damage to lines Nos. 2 and 8. 
a~ • .S. Wi\h regard to the latter, we are of the opinion that. the vacuum was destro,red by 

·one of the hose pipes becomin.,. disconnect.ed owing to the derailment, and thai tho tram only 
travelled a very short distanc: after the brakes were applied. 

4. Though there is nothing to prove it, we consider that the h!eakage of tho ~eel block 
·and the breaking of the bolts were due to the right Land wheel havmg cros8ed the r1ght band 
""itch of points No. 7, which, acting as.a check rail, ~~used the fl~nge of t~e left hand 

·wheel to force the heel of the left hand sw1tch out of posJtlon, after wh1cb tho paor of wheels 

~·~~~. I 

B. v. RADLEY, 

Mtmher. 

s. H. C&Oli:FOllD, 

Memher. 

Re1111Jrk1 by t"e Government Ittapector of Railwa!l•• 

At the time of the enquiry the two Srd class bogies, Nos. 2034 and 2~21, wh~ch w~~ 
the first derailed vehicles on the train, were standing on the gooia shedb ~re· . ~ ~~Sec d 
them and found some of the wheels of the leading carriage, No. 2~34, fa bY _ID en an 
rubbed, while those of No. 20n were scarcely marked beyond the s•gns 0 • abng_ rul 0k:J 
ballast. As there were no arrangements for lifting the carriag? bodies off ~eJr og•~s, ~­
that carria<>e No 2034. might be sent into Cawnpore and hfted there ?r my Iru;pec ')n. 
I proceed;i' to C~wnpore on the 20th J'annary and examined tho wheels, bogies, frames, ax ea 
and springs carefully. r ca · ,.0 No 2034 is 

A dimensioned plan and e1evation of the wheels and frame 0 la tmag 't ·A at the 
attached, and, for the sake of easy reference, the whee~~ are flethterct 8

1 
r ong £1 II ._ 

left hand leading wheel of the front bogie. The cond1toon o. t e f ee sfw:h 88
8 
° owe. 

(a) No indentation marks. Slig~tly rubbed hron t!biU:~r ;:: ~ fc.l!ow:lgby a' &t • 
(b) A deep cut about 4"' long d1a~onally t ouo g • 

about s• lou<> on the tread of the wheeL . 
(e) No indentation m:rks. Inner face of fiange distinctly rnbbed but not excessive. 
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(II) A few cuts on the flange. No marks .On the head or faces of flan"'e, 
(e) Flange scarcely marked. This w be~l is the o~e most cut .about )y the accident, 

The outer edge of the tread 1s badly mdented and: cut 1n several plac · 
There is also some rubbing on the outer face of the flange. cs. 

(I) Some bad indentations in the flange. The outter edge of the tread also scraped. 

(g) } No marks. 
(!) b . f d . ts . t . In other respects the og1es, rames an p1vo , sprmgs, e c., were m good order and 

there were no wheels. with sharp flanges. 
Coming now to th~ cause of the ru;cident. There can be no d~ubt, from the way in. 

which the different calTlages on the tram were found after the acCident, that the en<>ine 
front brake-van and 2 third class carria!!'es took the loop li::J.e as intended, that the n:xt 7 
or 8 carriaooes took the straight ·line through the springing open of points No, 7 and 
that the p~h~ts then •p~g back again a_n~ admitted tbe remainde~ of the train on to the 
loop line a !!:liD. Judgmg from the cond1t10n of the wheels, as detailed above, I am of opinion 
that whetb A, B, C, and D took the loop line all right; that when wheels E nnd F were 
ne&r the heel of the switch rail, wheel E through some cause (possibly due to sudden kick 
given to this .end of .a Ion!!. bogie carriage ~n running round the curves entering ~be loop) 
bumped heavlly agamst th1s end of the sw1tch, burst the :fishplate of the heel (wh1ch after 
the accident was found lying against the right hand rail) and in doing BG sprung the nose of 
the switch out and allowed wheel K to take the straight line. 

The switch was an 18 feet one. The dimensions given in the sketch show that in the 
normal condition with buffers not compressed the distance from the centre of wheel E to 
the centre of wheei J is 19 feet. The above assumption is therefore reasonable. The marks. 
on the wheels also :lit in with this conclusion thus:-When wheel E arrived at the heel of 
the switrb and burst the switch rail outwards it mounted the abutting rail, fell on to the 
inside of the straight track and got badly dented in jumping the rail and following chairs. 
Sinrilarly wheel F was forced to mount the rail and fell out.ide the rail of the straight track 
and got indented by the chairs. Meanwhile wheels A, B, C, D were half way between the. 
heel of the switch and nose of crossing, and when E and F mounted the rails they presumably 
kept the rails till B encountered the crossing and got a deep cut in its flange. 

When the proceedings of the committee of enquiry were received with Agent's letter 
No. 239, dated 6th February 1907, he was again addressed and requested to obtain the 
further evidence of Mr. Wright on certain points and to submit drawings of the looking bolt 
in use at points No. 7 where the accident occurred. The reply and drawing were receive,! 
with Agent's letter No. 565A, dated 28th March 1907, attached. 

At the enquiry I noticed that when the nut was not tight np a"'ainst the web of the 
rail and the points lever was thrown over, the points could be maie to "open out about i inch .. 
It appears to me tbat even when the cotter is full home the nut may still not be screwed 
up tight against the web of the rail and so allow of the point of the switch being opened a 
considerable amount. Mr. Wright in his evidence stated that he got out 15 minutes after 
th~ acci~ent oc?urred and ~x~mined this lock aud found the hasp of tbe padlock. not home. 
It 1s qmte poss1ble that, .dnrmg these 15 minutes, the pointsman m•y have t1ghtened up. 
the nut, put the cotter tight home, but had not suflicient time to complete the locking of the 
padloc.k, Whether this was the case or not, this type of locking bolt appears to me to be 
defective and, unl;ss carefull:v .adjusted, to admit of the switch being forced open. . . 

I do n.~t attr1~ute the acc1d~nt to excessive speed wl1en enterin"' the loop. The pos1t1on 
of the de~a1led vehtcles on the straight line gives no idea of 'buckli~g' 'up, nor were any. of 
these vehicles tumed over as would most probably have occurred had the train been gomg 
at any great speed . 

. . In my opinion the accident was caused by some defect at the heel of the left hand 
switch,, and .throug~ the points then being forced open due to a defective locking bQlt and 
the tra1n bemg split on to separate lines, 

c. s: ROSE, MAJOR, R. E., 

Go'Dernment Inspector •. 
Documents accompan_ving.-

Annexul'e 1,-Copy of letter from Agent, East Indian railway. 
" 2.-Sketch of bolt nut and cotl•r lock. 
" 3.-Plan _and elevation of the wheels and frame of carriage No. 2034.. 

.. ~emarks ~!/ tAe Senior Government In1pector of Railways, Lucknow. . 
d I am mclmed to agree with the Government Inspector that this accident was primarily 

ue to some defee.t io the heel of the left hand switch; this allowed the points to be forced 
)'Pj.~ a: db t

1
he vehicles were dera1led owing to the train splitting on to different Jines. The 

oc mb 0 t also appears to have been defective. 
J. E. GABBETT, 

rn, 211d .Jpril19(Y(. Be.ior Governme:~t Inspector. 
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Annexure 1 in appendix VIII to the abstract return of accidents 
on Indian railways for the twelve months ended the 

31st December 1907. 

Copy of a lette1' No. 56lJA.:, flatec/28~!. :!Jfarc!J 1907, (1·om JJJr. IY, .4. Dring, .Agent, East India 11 
railway, Calcutta, to the Senzor Government ln&pector of Railways, Lucknow. 

Derailment of No. 14 down passenger at Bahampur on 7th Januaryl907, 

With reference to tl1e several points raised in your letter No. 904T., of 13th Fcbtu11ry 
last, I beg to reply as follows in the serial order stated therein :-

(a) Sketch No. 39655 of the locking point as was in use nt point No. 7 ·on the ni<>ht 
of the accident is herewith enclosed. " 

There is no play between the web of the rail and the nut when the nut is in proper 
position with the cotter inserted to its full extremity. 

(h) Mr. Wright states that when he examined these points the nut on the bolt was 
tight up against the web of the rail, ad the cotter was through the slot on the 
bolt to its full extremity. 

· (c) When the nut is tight against the cotter instead of the web of the rail and tke lever 
ia padlocked, the switch cannot be opened at all. 

(d) A copy of standard drawing No. 23 showing the connections between the two switch 
rails at points No. 7 is herewith enclosed. 'l'he switehes were 18'-0". 

(e) Owing to a good deal of the material having already been changed, I regret that 
a Pketch showing the position of the marks on the sleepers cannot be furnished. 

(f) Mr. Wright states that he was asleep at the time of the accident and noticed no 
sudden jerk when the.train stopped. 

2, My remarks on the accident will follow shortly. 

Appendix VI 11. 



Annexure Z in a.ppendJX 1Zlii to the. abstract return o£ accidents on Indian ra.ilwa.ys 

for the t-welve· months ended the JISt Decenilier 1.907. 
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Annexure 3 in appendix :lZI1I: to the abstract return of accidents on Indian. raihva.ys 

·• for the twelve months ended the 31st December 1907 . 
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Appendix IX to the abstract return of accidents on Indian railways 
. for the twelve months ended the 31st December 1907. . . 

]leport of the proceedings of a committee of enquiry which assembled at 
Ghaziabad station, East India11 raU1oay, 011 the 20th February 1007 to 
inrJestigate the ci1•cumstances attending the collision at that slatio1J 0 ,, 't11e . 
14th February 1907, bettceen No. 29 up Ghaziabad-l!loradabad railw<~y 
mixed. train and some wagons standing on No. 7 Une. 

The committee was composed or the following officers:-

R. RAY, .tl.s1istant Locomote'vc Snpcrinte11dent, E. I. ry. Pmident. 

A. J. N. LOWTHER, District Supe1·i1ttendent, 
" •l 

W. A. HUTTO~·, A•siatant Engineer, E. 1,. ry. I 
:M. p, sc~EMBRY, District Tra.f!i~ Superinttndent, 0. & ll. ry. ~Member~. 

' . 
W, T.E~CH, 

C, C HALMERSt 

Assistant Locomotive Supen'ntendent, 

.tl.saiatant Engineer, 0. ~ ll. ry. , 
" l 

. J 
l\fA10u. C. S. RosE, Government 1 napector of Railways 

R. E., . , . : } Pmmt. 
1', G. \V AREHAM, ! .. spector, Govemment Railloa!J Police 

DI!SOBil'TION. 

At 20-39. on the 14th Febt·uary 1907, Ghuiahad-!ltoradabad railway No. 29 up mi:s:cJ 
train was by error admitted on to No, 7 line on which some wagons w~re &tauding, instcaJ 
of on to No.8 line 1·esultin!t in a collision nnd derailment of five. vehicles standing on that 
line.·· · 

No one was injured. The rolli!lg stock was considerably damaged. 
. ' 

!':viDENCE, 

f, McNa.ugU, officiating aecontl a81istant atation 
marter, Gh:iaba<T.-On the 14th I was on duty 
from 16 bonn to 24 hours. On reoeipt of 

'enquiry for 7 Ui' espress East Indian railwa.r and . 
29 np Gbaziabad•Moradabad railway mixed, I oent 
out bad~es Nos. 6 aud 8, I gave instruotiono that 
No. 61ine was to be blooked for 7 np, and No.8 for 
29 up Gbaziabad·Mnradabed railway mised, On 
receipt of out report for 7 up from Marip>t, T as­
certained that No. 5 lino waa locked over, and, on 
t·eceiving a white light and on a peon shooting tha\ 
the line wus all right, I lowered the signals for 
the admission of 7 up East Indian railway. · 

On receipt of the "out-report" from Dasna the 
same prooedure was followed, · · · · 

No. 29 up mixed/assed tbe cabin at about 20-37 
hours, 1 was tel that the Gbaziabad-lloradabud 
r•ilway mixed had been allowed to enter on a wrong 
line; The badge had not been returned to me in 
accordance with the rules for working Gbaziabad 
otation, dated 2lot J nne 1908, bot I relied on the 
peon having the badgea in bio 'PO!IBBBBion. 

My object in giving ordora for the signal• to be 
lowered before I bad received the badge• wa• aol•ly 
to expedite the deopatoh of the train. I aometimn 
give the order for the lowering of eignalo before the 
receipt of the badge, and oometimea I wait on till 
ha.. received it· but I never give aooh an order 
until the peon h.; signalled to me by meano of hnnd 
eignalo that be baa the badge In hia pos .... ion; ~n 
tht> night in queation the peon aignalled to mo tn 
the usual way that he had received the bo.dge ; 
be also ahonted tha\ all waa right. The name nf 
'the p< on in queatios i• A !lah Dis h. 

I wu 'in my office at the time tho colliahn 
occurred. 'l'be Ghaziabad-Moradab•d railwn3 mlsed 
had collided with those wagono which were otandial/ 
'on No. 7 line. Throa wagona wore comploioly de· 
railed and budly damaged, aad the engiua of the 
Ghazi•bad-lloradabad r•ilny train woo also dam· 
aged. 

I then ascet·tainel that no "'paasengoro bad be.u 
injured, and gave· ordero for tho train to be backed 
on to No. 9 line,·-No. 8 llue being fouled with tl,e 
derailed wagons. . 
· A otutemont of jomadar Sham Lall reoord•d b.r the 
police, in which it ~ao otatod tha\ after tl.o aocidant 
the ••a!i .. tan' &tattoo maaters, ete., w•nted to take 
the badge foroibl1 from hiUI, bu been r<ad out 

tome. o.'h' b d I kno·w nothiog R.bout tutl!l &1'1Dg t·eo ooe. 1 
never .. w Sh•m Lall until after 2.J. houro, . 

Sham Lo'l jemaiar, In bit atatement to tho polico 
mention• tb~t be got iofor10otiun from poon Oopce 
that t.be Ghaziabad·Moradabad railway, miscd .,. .. 
running late, when he unlockod N~. Sltne, returned 
No.8 badge to tbe peon nod look h11 badge back. 

1 Lad no occaoion to alter mr orden 11 the GJ, •• 
ziabad·lloradabad railway miscd 'WII .rupping to 
limo ond No. 8 lioe b.i.dgo was not returned to me 
untii about 21-45 boon, altboogh bham Lall al•teo 
that the roon (Gopee) bronglt \he Lodge hac~ to 
me. 

J, .J., Campion, pt1'manenl·u:•!l in~pe~l,., Gha­
oiabad -1 arriVtd at the eccne of th OMtdont ahort. 
ly ofle; 21 ho11r1, and aeut lor the lin• jemahr 



Sham taU. When he came to m•, abo_ut 21·30 hours 
I BBked him wbal orders he had rece1ved from the 

.aS!istant otation masttr. He .toted thot he ba~ b~en 
instructed to loci< over No. 8 line f~r the ~dmi&>Ion 
of 29 up Ghaziahd·Moradabad railway mued. ~e 
did this and gave the badge to the peon of the assJS• 
tant alation master. Subsequently he stat~d that 
.the asshtant stat ion master countermanded this order 
as the Gha:r.iabad·Moradabad railway train was run• 
niug late, and the assistant station maater returned 
him hi• badge, 

I questioned the atBistant atation master on duty, 
:U:r. McNaught; but he denied ha<ing countermanded 
ths order and said that the train was running to 

·time. 
Sham Lall informed me that when the assistant 

-station master counterm•ndei the orig"nal order, he 
, (Sham Lall) unlocked the points for No. 8 line and 
·proceeded to attend to 6 down nnd 7 up East Indian 
railwny p .. senger trains. My opinion is that Sham 
Lall had neTer locked theJ1oint.• for No. 8 line, but 
that he had locked the po1nh for No. 7line in error 
and, after the accident, he onloclted 'No. 7 line in 
order to ohow that he had no~ looked either of the 
lines. . 

The a"istont otation master's peon, All•h Diab, 
-who had the bad£e in his pone.,icn at the time, 
otates that jemadar Sham Lall snatched tl:e bodge 
from his band immediately after the occurrence. -SAam Lall, }emada~, GAaziabad.--1 was line 
jemadar on 'duty from 16 to 2~ hours on 14th 
February 1907 •. About 19·45 hour,, aseistant st.tion 
rooster's peon, Allah Di•h, gave me badges for 5 and 
.Siines for 7 up and 29 up mixed (Ghaziabad·Morada• 
bad railny). 

I locked over No. 5line for a train from Maripat 
and No, 8line for a train from Dasna. After look• 
in g over tbe points I gave over my twu incoming 
badgee to Allah Diah peon. This peon then pro• 
ceeded to the •tation about 20 hours. About five 
minutes afterwards Allah Diah returned to me nnd 
lola me to open No.8 line ao Ghaziabad·Moradabad 
railway mited WBI running late. 

Allah Diab returned the incoming Ondh and 
·~ohilk~and bad go to me, and I then opened No. 8 
.li:Je pomts. 

Allah Diah r~tur~ed to the otation. No. 7 np 
prsoed about tba t1me, and I then came to points 
88 to lock them over for 6 down passenger whiob 
was about to leave the station. 

A; bout four or five mion•.es after this Allah Diah. 
agalQ returned to me. Heasked me for the outgoing 
badge for No.6 down, whiob I gave him, and he 
-again returned to the station. 

I remained at No. SB points. 
After a few minutes I heard the noise of a collision. 

·I ran out and saw that a collision had ooourred. 
. After the aooldent none of the atalf attempted to 
recover tbe badget from me. 

'Yith reference to a atatement recorded by the 
..Polio•, Gopee (peon) nevrr came to me, nor did Gopee 
te!l me that 29 .•P Ghaziabad•Moradabad railway 
muod _was ronnmg late. I deny ever having told 
the Pohce that the assistant alation mastero, etc., 
-made any attempt to take the badge from me I 
WBI .•ware that No. 7 line had aome 'ltagon• atanding 
o;- It, After I bad taken off the look from No.8 
Jmo I left the poln' set for that line, and do not 
.know who after warda set them for No. 7 line. -D~it'fr GiMs, Mo~adabatl.-I worked No, 29 
·vp m1xed .•.r·~oradabadon the 14th February 1907. 
l>ppro110h10g Ghaz!abad allaigna!s were lowered for 

me. I· was not aware whether I would had . 
on line No.8 or No.9, both lines being 00 f 1\\ed 
b:y the same semaphore aignal. The poi~(0 ed 
abowed me a green light when approaching "'!'~• 
No. 13 to indicate that all was right. When pobn 1 

30 ya~ds inside the point! I noticed soma ,.: ~~~ 
dtand1ng on thelrne on wh1oh my train was ruu~ ·• 
I was then about uno wa~on's length fro:n them ·~· 
travelling at about 10 miles per hour. I applied a"d 
bra~~ immediately, but it was 'oo lata to avert ~hy 
colhs10n. e 

The engiue was fitted with a vacuum brake b t 
the train was being WOI'ked non·vaouum a~ the1·e 'w~~e 
aeven non•vaouum fitted goods wagons rn front of 
the l'"'"~nger ve~icles, After the oollieion took 
plaoe I d1d not not1ce whether the pointa were looked 
or not. -C. E. Ea•lon, ltatling /it'Bman, Mo~a<labad -r 
corroborate the evidenee rerorded by driver Gi.bbs 
I did not notice whether the points were looked 
or not. 

..J.lla" Diah, badg• peon, GAaziabad.-I was on 
dnty from 16 honrs to 2~ honrs on 14th February 
1907. I received No.6 badge from assi•tant station 
master for No. 't np passenger to be admitted, and 
on its arrival I wa• told to bring badge fur No.4 line 
to despatch No. 6 down pas•enger and look over 
No. 8 line. I told Sham L•ll to lock over No. 8 line 
for the D .. na· mixed. He gan me the inward badge 
for 't up possenger, the outward badge for No. 6 
down, .. nd inward badge for 8liue. 

After receiving theee badges I sat down at the 
Goomtee. I did not return to the station becanS<I. 
I had reoeived orders from assi•tant station master 
to remain at the points nntil all traine had been 
diapostd of. I was aim ply told to wave a white light 
when all was right, and was told to keep the badgeo 
in my posseseion. When I saw the Dasna mixed 
in aigh' at the oabin aignalo I got np, intending 
to go to tho aasistant station master. At this time 
I had the b.dgo for No. 8 lino in my po8Sesaion. 
Soon after leaving, the jemadar, Sham Lall came up 
and as•aulted me and took away my line badge for 
No.8 line, 

The Daona mixed came in on No.7 line and oolli· 
dod with some wagons which were etandiog there. 
I never received any orders from assistant station 
maater to cancel thnae he had given me to admit 
the Dasna mi•ed on No. 8 line. I do nol know bow 
tho points came to be set for No. 7Iine. I did not 
penonally see which line the points were locked for .. 

Shdza<ltS K4an, 'JIOi..tsmafl, GAtSziabad.-On14th 
February 1907, when 29 mix•d Ghaziabad-Morada· 
bad railway train waa approaching tbe &tlltion, I was 
standing dose to pointo ~o. 25, wh;ch contr,ol No. 7 
and 8 lines. About 20 mmntes after the pomts had 
been aet I noticed Sham Lall opening the points and 
a•ked !>.lm why he was doing so. He replied t~at 
Ghaziabad·Moradabad rail way mixed waa runnmg 
late, 

I was asked by the gunner to J•everae the· points to 
admit of shunting operations being performed on 
No. 91ine. The pointa wore not again reset. Sud· 
denly, bearing the Gbaziabad·Moradabad railway 
mixed approaobing and when it was quite clooe by, 
I shew•d a red light to warn the driver, ao I woo 
aware that No. 7 line was blocked by wagons, but 
it was too late to atert an accident. 1 do ~>Ot kn"w 
of any diopute having taken place between Sham Lall 
and Allah Diah. 

FINDING. 

1. We, the undersigned, havin"' carefully considered all the evidence, do find that 
f rr. t~cNa~ght, o!Jiciating 2nd "assistant station master, Ghaziabad, is primarily responsible 
~i d t ac_cldent, 1n t~at he set aside the printed rules for the working of the station; and 

I. OWD" l'&lll_S to be adm1tt:d without being io possession of the necessary badges, 
rd 180~ed>ence of orders 111 this respect contributed to slack working on the part of t~e 

·I:inds 
6~ to ~~~~~ h fro'"! the evidence rerorded, it is quite clear that there were doubts in the1r 

rent! w tc trams ~ad to be first admitted or despatched. Sham Lall, jemadar, appa· 
Y was more or less m the da.rk of what "N"as re&Uy required, but is none the less to blame 



3 

£or not making cert~~· ~rom evidence we learned that, after the accident, he wa• consider· 
.ahly fluste1·ed, and~~ 11 qn1.te probable th~t a~r the acciden•. he snatched the keys from Allah 
Diah, badge peon, w1th a v1ew to exoneratmg himself. 

_ The driver and cabin staff are in no way to blame. 

R. Ray. M. P. ScBE:U:BRY, 
A. J, N. LoWTHER. C. Co.&.LliERS. 
w. A. HuttoN. W. LEAOB. 

Remarks by tA6 Government ln1pector of Railwa!l'· 
1 a"'ree with the finding and am of opinion that this station should be interlocked. 

0 

C. S. ROSE, 1\luoa, R. E., 
])pcumenfs accompanying- Government In.•pertu•, 

Anne1ure I.-Plan showing site of collision. 

I 

.Remarks by tAs Se11ior Government lnapector of ltailwa!l'• Luchow. 

The finding of the committe may be accepted. 
The question of interlocking Ghaziabad station will no doubt be coneidered by the Agent, 

East Indian railway. 

LUCKNOW i 
·:rAe 5tA. Marcll. 1907. l 

J. E. GABDE1~T, 
8e11ior Government I nBptctor, 
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EnclosW'e No.2 to Railway Board's Report, dated the 4~!! July 1008. 
INDIAN RAILWAYS. 

11 
DIAGRAM SHOWING FOR EACH YEAR FROM 1890 TO 1907 CERTAIN STATISTICAL RESULTS RELATING TO ACCIDENTS. 
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Appendix X to the abstract return of accidents on Indian railwa 
· for the twelve months ended the 31st December 1907. ys 

:Report of the prorJeedings of tJ committee oj enquiry wllich asscmblctl at 
· .Dh~nbai~ station, East Din dian rai~U:ay, 01~ tlte I Btl~ and 19th March 1907, 

to ~n."esttga:e tl1e. causv of a collra1,on at that slatio1t bet1oce1, LutcMJlltl' 
RaJas speczal tram and the yard pilot engine a"d some taagons 0 ,. tlie 
12th idem. 

The committee was composed of the following. officers:-

W. I. FERR!R1· Resident Engineer, DTtanbaid Presiclent. 

H. A. WooD, District Locomotive Superintendeut, ..4sansol} 

G. L. CoLVIN, Distn'ct Traffic Superintendent, Jaansol 
JJembe1·s. 

R. W, EGERTON, Senior Govenme1·nt Inspector of Railways, Calcutta 

l -
• R. ~-TJU.OBEY; Deputy Agent, Calcutta 

G. HUDDLESTON, Chief Buperi11tu~ent of Transportation, Calc~<lta 

E. L. ·TA.NNER, Bub-Divisional OjJiur, Gobindpur 

R. B .. HYD~, .J.aaistant Inspector-General, Govt. Ry. Police, Jlowra!l 

. DESOBJPTION, 

... On thB morning of the 12th March 1907, a.t a.boU:t 5-23 houu, the Raja. of Lutcbipur'1 
·special (worked b)" native driver R~m Diwa.ri), engine No. 891, collided/with yard shuntiag 
-engine No. 6293, (worked by shunter Abiul), which was shunting on the main line about HO 
feeb inside the down outer signa.lat Dha.nbaid for the Kusunda· Uhanbaid section. 

' Twenty-two passengers in the R~ja.'s special were more or less seriously injured, one 
whom has since succumbed to his injuries." Three men of the engins staii also received 
injuries of a. slight na.ture. . · 

Considera.ble damage was done to the two engines and l'oUing-stook. 
· · The line was blocked from the time of the acoident up to 11 houu, for which period the 

Katra.~ mixed p1ssenger trains were sent round vii! .Jberriab. 

EVIDENCB •. 

B~ F. Rigg, a,.i,tant 1tation ma•ter,_D4anba0tl;­
·On the 12'tb. March 1907, I w .. aeo10tant otat10n 
Jnaster on dnty from 0 to 8 .houri, After the de• · 
parture 'of tlie Bbaga pilot and 4. D. pilot attached . 
at 4.·~0, the yard foreman Peten ordered the gonner 
Sewa to come on to No. lline and- clear it, ao there 
'We:e 13 Gre-at Indian Peni.oaula wag-ona ataodinl( on 

·that line. After clearing No, 1 we backed on to No. 2, 
drew out from that 45 Eaot Indian railway empties 
and had orders to back them on to Nos. 4. and 8 
linei. Ao the load was 58 we had crd••TI h pot ao 
many as poasible on No. 4. line and the rest 
on No, 8. · 

The pilot drew out at 4·60. I g•v• "line-clear " 
for Ule Raja'• apecio\ at 5·5, and at tbio time ohunt• 
lng was still being done, • . , 

At 5-15 I receive! the " out-report". 1be p1lot, 
·as far ao I could oee from the platform, bad not 

·-then backed on Noo. 4 and 8 liaea ao ordered. 
At 5-23 1 ••• informed br the we•t cabin je­

madar that a Kuaunda pilot had pitohed into tho 
yard pilot. 

I had not ad rued the i•m& lar of the coming of 
'be Raja't apeeial. 

I camo oot on the p\atl•<rm after tho aooldont lo 
aee bow matter• &tood, I foUlld that the pil~t bod 

· "'' backed and that tho tell-tale lighta of the ••gna!J 

ohow.a white. l immediately wont t• Ulo ofi'•:~, 
oeut cut ad rice and proee•ded to the occao of tho 
accident, 

1 firol went to the pilot engino, ao th•t aeomcd 
moot damag<d, ond found the ohunter alightly in• 
jared, aud then went to aee how the paooon0ore had 
fared, 

Toe Itaja'o doctor In tho brake·••• oppearcd to bo 
badly iajured. l then wont aloag tho lroia taking 
note of the damageo. 

1 thrn returned to the alation, 11nt doolio1 dowo 
to tho acene of accident, and, after that, l procoodod 
to Mr. Col•iu'o carrl.a,;o an<l ad•i.od t.i01 of what 
bad taken place. 

The booked ran of the troia fro11 Xatrao;uh h · 
Dhanbaid ,. .. u, minuteo. Deportare for }l.a•unda 
2.0. Arrlral at Dhaobaid 2.u. Tilo lraia ••• 
running t..te. 

Toe n•ual pra<:ticc of thio otatioa it nol to edvi .. 
tho liuo or obunting olal! till wo aro prepared to ro­
eeifO lbo train, l do not lower tho oignalo till 1 
han releiul adtict from the i•madar tbat tbe 
obuating lao boon otoppod and the poiuh 101 for 
the lneomiog tuia. 

Suboidiar1 ra1e (1) to General rule 85 bas to be 
dioobeyed, boeauoe, il il wert adhered to olrlctly, 
work at thio lttt.iau could not be carrad on. 



Ao a matter offaot it is the custom here to trust 
entirely to the protect!•!' of the outer oig~al, a.nd 
&raino are often kef·t w01t1ng for oome oonSideraule 
time outoide it. 

When tho dcwn outer signal is lowered the tell· 
tale li"ht is alwnya obscured. 

At ihe time of the accident it was n< t light 
onongh to oee the signal arms, but a wagon could 
be seen. ' 

I hare oflen known the outer signal to h cut of. 
order, H wM out of order on 27th February 1907 
and again on 11th :March 1907 at 7 hooro. I have 
never observed the outer arm to be drooping when 
a is supposed to be on : the difficulty has sometimes 
been lo pull off the signal. 

I have been at this station since December last. 
If I did observe the olgnal arm to be drooping I 
would at once rep01t h defective. The oignal was 
working properly on the moi'Ding of the 12th llaroh 
1907. 

I do net recollect the locomttive foreman, Dhan• 
baid, ever personally speaking to me abont the 
Katraa outer aignal being defective. He ll'ay have 
brought it to my notice, bot I don't recollect it. 

The station yard ia frequently congested, and on 
this particular date, the 12th, there were wagons. 
atanding on every line. I had to clear No, 1 line 
for the Lntchipnr opecial and took the opportunity 
of clearing No.2 line, bot the wagona of these two . 
linea had to be di.tribut(d between two other linea as 
there w•• not one line that bad soffioient room to 
take them. 

I did not hear the driver of the Raja'a opecial 
whistle as he oame along. My chief difficulty at 
Dhaohaid is to keep the yard froe from congestion. 

' . 
Ram Diwari; native driver, 181 cla11, D!.an&aitl, 

-I have h< en a driver for about 11 years, and, on 
the 12th March, I was the driver of the Lutchi· 
pur Raja'• special. . . 

. I left Kusu;nda about. 3:15, pa•sing through it 
~·thout stopp1ng and ptcklng np the tablet in P"'"" 
mg. 

When I got near the MatkUI·ia nullah bridge 
between Kusonda and Dhanbaid, I aaw the outer 
aignal distinctly showing green, but could not oee · 
the hou:e signal from this place on account of the 
ootting. In faot the h<.me aignal connot be seen 
an:ywhere between Komnda and Dhanbaid until the 
outer signal is paned. 

As I was coming into the cutting approaching the 
outer signal I oaw tho light• of An engine in fron* 
of me. I wh1stled and did my utmost· to atop by · 
pottin~ on the brakes and reversin~. 

.At Katmgarh I complained, both to the station 
master ond gnard, that, owing to the goods brake . 
ne:rt the engine not being a vacunm brake, I eould 
not work my train vaounm. 1hey told me nothing 
could be done but to go to Dhanbaid and they would 
make arrangeroe•.t• there to shunt the brake-van olf 

There wao no jemadar m the front brake, • 
l!etween Kusonda and Dhanbaid I wa.o running 

about 25 miles an hour. · 
When I struck the engine. after ~oing my beot 

to I tor, I was going al out 10 milea an hour. · · 
To tho beot of mf knowledge the engine waa 

&tanding atill when atrock it. I slackened my 
speed to pick up "line·oleat•" at Sijn~ aud tablet 
at Knsunda. 

I left K ah·ao at 6--6. 
After I had atruok the other engine I 1aw the 

home oignal wos at donger, bot Vf.ry dim. 
I had never wo1·ked a passenger train fitted with 

the vacuum brah, with the exception of three or 
four times when I waa being e:s:amind for my 
certi&cate. 

1 
1 came on duty at 1 hour on the 12th, after 

laving had 9 houn' rest. 

h
l have not been !toted for colour blindneao a!nce 

I • la•t three yrars. 
No one either of the Raj." a staff or station master 

or ~nard ordered me to go faot. . · 
~Note.-:-Tl,e tcilneu wa1 e:ramintcl before"'' com­

filii teo •crt.\ diOt~·enl colourt<l woolr in. tlay•ligM 
R•<l corrertlv duting•i•At<llke re<l antl greo,..] 
b .. !1· Stranger, auiatant 1ignal inapecto,., DAan• 

od.-·On tho 12th M~rch I reached the acene of 
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acci~ent about 6·30. I fonnd tho signal t d 
botli home and outer. '• anger, 

I • did not try the signals at all on the 12th 
repatrs were done to the sign ala on the 12th · No 

On the 11th inetant at 8 hours I receiv~d , 
from "''"istant station master, Dha;baid eod d "tare· 
that the signals were ont ol order and' whee I · 0• 
to the apol I found the wiu of'the hom~ .went 
broken: It was broke~ between the alation .::l;'h1 
Goomt1e at the west pomts. e 

In all the defects of the Kwunda homo and 
0 · signals bronght to my notice h ha• in every uter 

been due to the wire breaking or o~n e defect of~~· 
detecto~s, and I have neYer known the arm of th: 
o:uter ••gnal to droop. It Is not at all a troubleso 
s1gnal. . . me 

It shows !'0 back light towards the station whe 
lowered, and 1t shows a white back light towards th n 
s~tion whe~ at danger. I have pmonally observed 
thiS every n1ght. 

I have never observed signals from an engine as I 
had no engine to paaa. : · · · 

I do not recollect the date on which I last repaired 
the Knaunda outer ·signal at Dhanbaid, Since tho 
11th i~stant no repairs ~avo b!en done to this oignal, 
My m1stry can do. repa~ra to s1gnala without instrnc· 
tiona from me, bnt he would inform me ofterward1 

I am quite aware of all repairs to signata hut'as 
fa~ aa ordinary oilin~ and clean.ing are concer:.ed my 
mostry attends to th1s, I la•t Inspeoted 'the working 
parts of the outer aignal yesterday, about 9 hours 
with the sinal inspector. There wera •o defect• in 
it. No repairo have hen done to the outer signal 

· after the accident, , · ·• 
· W. V. L!Jnclo, guarrl, ..d •ans•l.-Qn the 12th 
iut~nt I was th& guard of the Lutchipur Raja's. 
epemal, 

I left Katrasgarh at 5·0 and pasaed Kasunda at 
5·18 and the •ccident at Dhanbaid oconrred at 5·30. 

Between Knsonda and Dhanbaid we were travel• 
ling abo~t 25 milea an honr • 

1 wa.s keeping a look ont and 1aw the outer signal 
at Dhanbaid at danger; this waa just before enttring 
the outting and I was looking out on the right hand 
aide of my brake. I felt no application of brakea 
from the driver nntil just before we etrnck and I 
heard no whistling except one whistle just before we 
strnck. · 

I applied n.y brake when' I oaw the outer signa], 
at danger i this wao before entering the cutting. 
. I did not aee the hoo:e aignal nn til aft&L' the acoi•· 

dent when I aaw it at danger. 
Aftsr the acoideut, as soon as I got off my brake, 

whioh wao Inside the outer signal by a few wagon 
lengths, 1 looked at the outer aignal and saw its white 
back light and also the arm at danger, · · · 

I spoke to the driver about 15 minutes after the 
accident and he told me that the outer signal was 
half off and that the home aignal was at danger. 

The locomotive foreman wao the first person not 
connected with the train th•t I saw after the acoi· 
dent. The Roja's native doctor was in the brake 
with me. He waa not asleep, but was talking with 
me all the way from Katras to the timo of the 
accident, 

I informed the driver at Katra• that this ia a non• 
Vo<:llom tmin. If he had asked rre I would bava· 
spoken to the 8tat!on maater and arranged fer the 
••hooae brake in front to be put in the rear in order· 
to mkae il a vacuum train. · . . 

1.'he driver did not ask me to do this ; he only oa1d 
"Kuchh parwa nahin" when I told him that it Will· 
non-vacuum, ~ 

I did not observe the signals at Sijoa o~ Kuaonda. 
'J'le time of 5·30 given above as the t1me of the· 

aocident was given a few minutes after I got ont of 
my brake. ' . . · 

The witness. wheu. crosa·examined regardtng the 
signals could not give a olear account of what there 
was at Dhanbaid. 

- . f' 
.Abdul, ,Aunter, Dkan&aitl.-On the morntngJ>d 

thel2tb I was doing ahunting work at tho west en 
of Dhanbald. 1 d 

I had drawn od on the main lino with a foil oa ~ . 
and:. watjnat backing and b.ad. gqne about 4 wagon-



lengths when the engine of the Raja's special ran 
ii:J.to me. • 

1 did not hear any wh18tle from tho driver of it. 
1 only beard the beats of hia engine, but I whistled 
at the tim•. 

My load waa 62 empties. When drawing towards 
the we•t end the 6remon wao putting on the fire. 

\\h.n drawing my load westward I notioed both 
the home and oottr Kat• ae sign ale at Dhnnbnid at 
danger. After the collleion l went up to the driver 
and jock of tho engine that ran into me and poin•ed 
out that these &illnale wore at danger, and asked 
them why they did not keep a look•ont inotead of 
marly killing me; but the driver onl;v a hook and 
wrung his banda. 

At the time of the accident I and my jock were 
both on the fool plate. The fireman was thrown on 
to the ground, bnt the jack and I got down by 
onraelvee about 5 minutes afterwards. 

I know the outer oignal wae et danger, because I 
saw ita w bite back light. • 

At the time of the accident I could r.ot eee the 
arm of the signal, •• it waa not light enough. 

D. Bell,locomotivsfOf'eman, DAanbaid.-On the 
morning of the 12th f got to the accident about 
6 o'clock, I gut no advice of it but heard the smash 
from my bun~alow. When I woe going to tho acci· 
dent I met M.r Ri11g, the a.sistRnt •tation maater, 
rstnrning. I aaked what traine load collided and be 
oaid the Raja's special and the yard pilot. 

It wao day light then, and I saw by the arm that 
the down outer signal waa at· danger; the home 
signalwaa also at danger, 

I examined the outer signal, and ever~thing 
appeared to be Intact. I have examined it three 
times since, the firat and oeeond time by myself and 
the third limo with Mr. Snaddle,looomotive inepeo• 
tor. 

The liret time I went to aatiefy myoelf 111 to how 
far away the arm could ba aeon at the time the acci. 
dent ooourred, .,; •• , 6·23. 1 found the arm oould be 
teen 100 yardaaway. . · 

· The oeooud time 1 only unwrapped· the wirea 
which were twisted, · -

On the third cocaeion l\tr, Snaddle and I were at 
the home signal on the 12th at 17·30, and we both 
noticed that the signal aho\1-ed a white back light 
even when the arm wao lowered. The arm waa 
vi.eible at thia time. It aleo ahowed a. white light 
when put to danger. 

1 again esamined the outer aignal this morning 
with Mr. Wood, district locomotive <•flioer, and it 
Beamed to me that there waa a good deal wore oil on 
the workinK parts than the laot time I esamined it. 
~e chain and the con piing both at the foot of the 
&tgnalappeared to be new. 
. There ia a gro• vain the plate at the foot of ~he 

11gnal worn by the coupling referred to outching 
on it, and If thia does catch and remains canght 
tbe arm Ia not at d•nger, . 

The outer aignal ia generally all right, bot I bave 
obaerved it to droop. lt ia more than a month ainoe 
1 aaw it drooping. 

It drooped onllioientlJ to ahow a green light. 
I llSTO drawn the attentio11 of the lats alation 
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~aster, M.r. ~gnn, on several OCOI8iona h the droop• 
1ng of tb1a &Jgnnl. The laat ooc&Mion wM about. 6 
mont!~• ago and .l.lr, E~an ootod on tho r.port. 

H •• p~,.,b!e for the elation mastor to pin tho alut 
f_or low~rm~ the Katr.•a aigual1 at Uhanbnid a~ any 
tJme, enn 1f the line is not sot, ll)aVi11g the jewndar 
!0 fu][ off the aignRIS when he likoa. 

• have good reaaons for bolieving th"t there i1 
e";mllf between shunter Abdul anJ driver I:am 
Dtwan becau11e 1 aeleotod R•m Diwa1i for main line 
work in preference to AbUu1'1 fatbor. 
. I •·oneider ~hot to etop ob~oting !• tho face of r.n 
mcomlng ?'!'•.n would be tmpraol1ooble ..-ith tho 
prer<ent facllthes, B!!l it would aaa"e ~re!\t oon~t•ation. 
, Rao11 Jatton, fireman, DAanba1d.-Oo the 12th 
1nelant J wae fireman on tho engine of the Lntchi· 
pur Raja's apeoia.l, and, before \he acoiJ.ont oc<~nrrod 
I ••w that tloe outer aignalligM woo ehcwing greo e 
I did not eee the home oignol. ' 

Mr. Colvin, Di1tricl Traf!ic Superioot .. dont.-l 
have got out partiou1an regarding the inoomiog 
and outgoing hl\ina bot wean Dbtmbaid, Ku.~unda and 
Jbeniah for the week eDilin:; the 17th March 1907, 

I attooh a copy of the alatemeut I have haJ pro• 
pared. n will be aeon that the dally total nor·~· 
works out to olightly over 43 train•. Under tho 
present oonditiono of workin:; I calculate that •hunt• 
ing ie .topped for 10 winftleo for every Incoming or 
out!l'oing train. Tbio ~i•eo a p'riod of 4.30 winuteo 
dunng the 24 boure in whioh ahuntiug boo to bo 
atop'/ed, altogether for 7 boura 10 minot••· 

IJ Subaidiory rule 1 to Gener•l rule 85 ie to be car• 
ried out in the case of Incoming goods traino from 
Kuaunda, thio period of 7 hou1"1 10 minnteo would 
bs increased to one of 10 houro SO miouteo. M7 
oalonlationo are made as follows :-Tho avorn~o 
number of Incoming goods train• from Knauoda 11 
10 at pre•ent; this works out to etoppln~t a hunting 
for 101) minutes. If we are goin~tto atop ehunLio~e 
before we givelino .. lear we ahould allow 10 mioutoo 
from the time the tablet io reoeived at Kusonda until 
the train etarll, and a forthor period of 20 minut01 
until the !ruin baa paased the Obanb.Ud weet ond 
points, or total period of 30 minut01. Thot ia 20 
minute• mou i11 the oaae of each train thou nuder 
present. conditiona, making a total of 200 minutes, 
or 3 houra 20 minotea, to be added to the preoont 
time of 7 bouu 10 minuteo. 

B. R, C4uokerbutty, a11illant .tatio11 mruiH, 
KatrrJigarh.-I was on duty from a to 10 boon on 
12th March 1907. . 

The otook for the Raja of Lotoblpur'a epeoial wu 
completed at 2-45, and waa drawn up on tho 
platform at that boor, 'l'bo train did not ot.art until 
6 boors. The dolay wao dna to p•••engera In Joadioll' 
their honea, belonging• alld puikia. h wao raining 
aloo, so th•y took along time. They oeemcd lo n" 
burry to get away. 

I did not know that the natiYO doctor w•o going 
to travel in tho brake•van. Wheo the guard ""'• 
tbe whistle to start, the native doctor ran up and 
jumped into the brake·van. 

The driver oaid nuthilll! to me about tho train ' 
being non-nouum, nor did be ask me to out olf tho 
front brake. -----

FIIIDING, 

(1) A very ca.reful examina.tion of the down outer signa.l a.t Dhaubaid wu made by all 
present at the enquiry, with a. view to ascertaining:- • • • . 

(a) If the bala.nce weight lever had been recently repaued and if 1t waa posstblo fo~ the 
pin connecting the ~igua.l a.rm rod to the above mentioned lever to catch any part of the stgnal 
post and thus prevent the arm going back to danger i • • • • . th 

·• ~~) Whether the back light of the signal was VIBtblo at all times mespccttve of o 

pos1t10n of the signal arm. dit' 't ld b 
(2) A d ( ) f Op:nt'on that in its Jrescnt COD 1on I won not o a regar s a , we are o ~ . . . 

possible for the in referred to to catch any part of t~e stgn • post, but conatder that tho ptn 
had b p t1 filed • d to prevent 111 catchm"' and thut there were alAn very 

een very recen y 1n or er ~ da 0 h -•-
eVI.de t t f th · ha · been done at a very recent te. n t ese grounUII we n races o o er repaus nng • d hi t' _,_. 
discredit th tate t . b the ···istant si"'nal in•rector Stnoger an • na tve JJ.J.a,ry e- s men s g•ven y - ., • · tb , 'd t 
that no repairs of an kind had b•en done to the Signal smce e acct CD • • · • 

(3) A d 
y('l t' lied that from the •pot where the colhswn occurred clow s re r s u , we are sa ts • • 

to th t • gal d fr tb ·t· n •hunter Abdul probably VIewed the stgna.l, tho back 
e ou er s1gna. an om e post 10 • • 1 • ,. b t that fr th 

ligh.t of the down outer signal can be seen, whether the &tgna 11 on ur oa, u om o 
station the back light is correctly observed when off. 
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(4) As regards the gr.ard's ev!dence, w~ reject in to.to his.staleme~t re~arding the signal. 
We have been informed by the pohce that 1n conversat1on w1th an mspector of police th 
guard admitted be had not noticed the J?Osition of. the signals o~· applied t.he hNke, ~loreoYer~ 
be contradicted himself badly rega1·dmg the s1de from whiCh he VIewed the s1gnal and 
generally gave his evidence i~ a very unsat.isfactory .mann.er. 
• (li) Taking all these circumstances mto cons1derat1on so muc~ doubt has been raised in 
our minds that We are not p~ep:u;ed to stat~ ,wheth.er ,the ~uter Signal Was on or ofl' and 
consider that di·iver Ram D1wan of the RaJa. s speo1al1s entitled to the benefit of the doubt, 

(6) With reference to the disregard of Sub-rule 1 to General rule 85, we ore convinced 
that in the present condition at Dhanbaid and with ihe present traffic it is impracticable to 
carry out this rule. 
_ (7) The matter has ~een considered by su9cessive district officers. a?~ they hav~ been 
unable to alter the pract1ce. In order, however, to prevent the poss1b1hty of a s1milar 
oceurrence we recommend that pending completion of the Dha.nbaid yard the outer and home 
sioonals for the Dhanbaid·Kusunda section be moved sufficiently far out to enable shunting to b: performed within the protection of the home signal and that these two signals be worked 
from a temporary block hut in telephonic communication with the, station. 
- (8) Until this is provided . orders are being issued that all trains from K usunda are to 
~me to a dead stand at the outer signal and the driver of the leading engine is to sign a book. 

{9) We consider that !lir., Bell, locomotive foreman, Dhanbaid, deserves every credit for 
clearing the road so smartly, . -

Remar!ra ~y tile Senior Government Inspector of Railways, Calcutta. 
There are several points in this accident, at the joint €nquiry into which I was 

present, which call for some remarks from me. I would first point out that at page 100 of 
Part II of the working Time Table of the East Indian railway it is laid down that the speed 
-of tmins on the Jherriah and Katl·as branches "is on no account to exceed 30 miles an hour," 
In spite of this prohibition, the Raja's special was timed in the "advice" to take 14 minutes 
only between Katras and Dhanbaid (7 mile•) although two uninterlocked intermediate 
stations had to be passed in the run, where of course the speed ·over facing points should be 
reduced to a maximum of 10 miles au hour. · 

The District Traffic Superintendent and the station master .both g-ave evidence to 
prove that if Subsidiary rule 1 to General rule Sa is observed, it is impossible to deal with 
the traffic at Dhanbaid, and the station master admitted that it is in consequence disobeyed. 
',fhe Subsidiary rule referred to lays down- that all shunting on a single line in the direction of 
an approaching train shall cease before permission to al,low the approaching train to come on 
from the next station is given, unless (i) the ran from the station is timed to occupy 15-
minutes or ~ore, in which case shunting is to be _stopped at least 10 minutes before the 
a,rproaching train is due, or {ii) the a:eproaching t1·ain has first been brought to a stand at the 
outer signal. Now it cannot be denied that observance of the above quoted rule is demanded 
in the interests of safe working, and no exigencies of traffic workiog can justify its deliberate 
infraction. To permit shuntiog to go on to within 50 yards o£ a solitary stop signal, up to 
the time a tr:"n is expected to arrive, is practically to court disaster. · 

The eVIdence of gua.1·d W. Lynch of the· Raja's special is incompletely recorded. 
~n cross-examination he stated that he was conversing with the Raja's doctor thl'Ou~lwut the 
_Journey, an-i that he saw the sioonal from the left and not from the l'ight hand s1de of the 
brake. His evidence in fact wa~ contradictory and obviously false, and I am in complete 
agreement with the finding in rejecting it. - · 

.Assistant station ·master Rigg's conduct shewed in my opinion an almost criminal 
negligence. He received the out report of the Raja's special at 5-15; he saw for himself 
-that the J>ilot had ·not then backed into the yard, yet he never apparently took any steps to 
cl~r the bne for the approaching train although he must have known that it was due zu 8 
mmutes. 

I ~~uld also po~nt out, that by placing-;;;;_ -~·;;:~anoed goods brake-van 'next to t~e 
locomot1ve of the spemal, the vacuum-brake, mth:which the whole of the rest of the tram 
·was fitted, C<>nld not be nsed. We have_ it from the evidence of the station master at 
Katrasgarh that the stock foi this train was standinoo at that •tation from 2·45 till 6 o'clock. 
·The goods brake-van s~onld tb~refo:e without doubt"'~ave been place.i .in the rear of the trail:'· 

. I would s11g1:1est 1n mod1~~at10n of the committee's proposal m paragraph 8 of thelf 
fin~mg, that, pendmg the prov1s1on of the signals they have recommended in paragraph 7 all 
trams should be m~de to stop dead at the outer signal, and be piloted in, after the sign~! has 
been low;~r~, by one of the tr~fllc staff, who should b~ in possession of an·" authonty to 
pr?ceed, 1n the form of a wntteu order, or a token of some kind. , , 

CALCUTT.!.; 

R. W. EGERTON, 
8enior Government .Inspector. - . -

TAe Btl. April1907. 
Documents accompanying-

. Annexure I.-Statement showinoo number of trains t . 

, K d t 
., _ , e c., 

usun a.,~ c., .on-17th 1\Iarch 1907. 
2.-P!an showmg s1te of-accident. 

between Dhanba~d and 
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Annexure 1 in appendix X to the abstract return of accidents on 
Indian railways for the twelve months ended the 31st Decem· 
ber 1907. 

Statement allowing numoer of traina, ligltt enginea, etc., ~etween LJhanhai,f a11d Kusunda.and 
• J4erriallfor week ending 17tJ, MarcA 1907. 

llth.,:h: 
13th. 14th .. 15th. 16th. 17th. 

-
lNCOlliNO. 

3 " s s 3 3 3 Mi1ed trains e.r-Kusunua. 
9 9 11 10 10 10 9 Goods trains, ballast trains, li;;M 

engines, etc., ez-K usunda. 
3 s 3 3 3 3 s Mixed trains, ez-Jherriah, 
'J ·jj 8 6 7 5 7 Goods trains, etc., e.:z:-Jbcrriah, 

OuToomo. 

3 3 s 3 3 !\ 3 Mi~ed trains to K usundn. 
i 5 12 11 12 10 10 Goods trains, ballast trains, light 

engines to Kusuoda. 
3 s s s s 3 s Mixed trains to J herlia.h. 
5 .7 5 5 5 6 5 Goods trains, etc., to Jherriah, 

- . 
40 39 4.8 44 46 43 43 TOTAL. 

AppendixL 



Annexure Z. in appenmx X to the abstract return of accidents on Indian railways 

for the twelve months ended the 31st December 1907. 

DHANBAID YARD 



Appendix· XI to the abstract return of' accidents on Indian rail· 
ways for the twelve months ended the 31st December 1907. 

Jleport of the p1·oceedings of the committee of enquiru whicl~ assemlJlccl at 
Manoharganj station, East Indian 1·ailway, on the 20th and 21st Julu 
1907, to investigate the particulars attending tlle derailment of No. 7 

11
p 

express train at that station on the 15th July 1907. 

The committee was composed of the following officers :-

S. W, JEWELL, Ojjicialin9 Dif!iaional Superintendent Presidettt. 
K. S. L.&wutE, JJiatrict Engineer • } 
G, A. ORMISTON, JJiatrict Loco. Superintendent , .Mem~e,, 
S. H. CROJUIORD, .J.aat. Carr. and TYa9on Superinlenilenl • 
c. s. RENNICK, Government Inrpeclor o" Railwa"l ·J p e 

V • J I'C8CII , 
M. H._ EYRE1 Offg. Bz1pdt., Government RailrDa!J Polic6 , 

DEsCRIPriON, 

On the 15th July 1907, a.t about 6-48 hours No. 7 up express passenger train while 
running through Manoharga.nj was derailed at the up tra.iling points. The engine was not 
derailed; but all the vehicles of the tra.in, except the 7th from the engine were moz·e or less 
derailed. When the tra.in came to a. sta.nd the rea.r vehicle wa.s about 100 feet beyond the 
end of the tra.iling points •. 

The permanent-way was more or leso destroyed for a length of 731 feet and the cost of 
da.mage to it and to iutel'locking was estima.ted at Rs. 1,568, 

The cost of damage to rolling stock was estimated at Ra. 1,~00. 

EVIDENCE. 

Joltn lloberta011, officiating reaiclent 111ginee1", 
OafMipore.-I arrived at Manoharganj on the morninjl 
of the 15th in•t•nt, with the materzal train at about 
8-30 and fonnd 7 up almost completely derailed, the 
rear bral.evan appro>imately one hundred feet beyond 
the DOH of the trailinl! points. 'l'wo gangs were alr.ady 
at work, and h•d cleared away the permnnent·way 
and interlockin_g gear which had boon entirely ripped 
up, the crosamg alone remaining. Of tbio the 
chairs, from the nose of crcaain~ towards tho points 
~ad been broken, thoae &way fr';,m tho pointo were 
mtaot, I lwmedia.tely put a g>~uge over the 
crossing and found that tho ~anga wao an eighth 
of an inch tight both for tho atraight ond for the loop 
meaaured at the nose and tho heeL The Allahabad 
District Traffio Superintendent and Diotrict Loco• 
motive Superintendent arrived on a li~Lt engine 
•?me time after, and it W88 decided that a diver• 
11on must be put in. The permanent·w•Y wao 
badly Injured under all tho o .. rri.geo up to that 
next to t!te engine, where the gau~Ce was corre~t 
and tho t10 baro intact. This would be appro••· 
mately 781 feet, l't.e railo from the engine to 
tho back of luggage van No. 646 were uninjured, 
though net to gauge, owing to damo)<e to tia-baro and 
sleepers. The diY-eraion waa put in-total leng!h 
llOO !eet. This waa dona by extending tho loop, and 
puttmg in au S curve app•oximatelyl,OOO f•et r.du1.1 
at tho other end-tho Kalka end. Defore thio bad 
Leon dono 4. bogie •ehioleo bad been rerai!od aud takeu 
away to Dharwari with tho en~ioo of 7 up. Frooo 
one length of rail behind tho nroooing to 30 feet 
beyond the stock rail of tho switches waa 75 lba. 
tnateria1. The ewitchea and crossing were laid. oo 
wooden oleepero. Tho m•terial of tho rest of tho 
lnain line was 85 lba. Tbeleado of both ro.ds, maiD 
and loop, were Denbam and Olpherta' eleepers. Tho 
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junction fiahj·lutee at tho back of tho croesiog were 
uniujured an ara now in the road. The croiHing 
wao a 7illb. built up alee! croHiing. The oroo•iog 
was removed to enable me to lar Ia • throu~h 
temporarr road by whioh, lo draw o~ the dorniloJ 
nbioles. The cheok rall ,. .. 6ud 10 chairs, a ad 
fsstened with woodon koyo. I did not chock ILo 
clearance between tho chock roil and tho runaing rail, 
The check rail wso properly keyed up, with Ito full 
complemt'nt of key•• Distance block• are not 01od 11 
the chair• from the epaoing. Tl1ere wa1 no do.mRge 
to the check rail, 1'here w., a dent at tt.o elbow of 
the win~ rail about 18 lnobt~ from tho aotonl no11 of 
tho o1ossiag but no mark ncrooo tho table of the rail. 
With the ucevtion of thio one mark, I could fiad 
no other mark on any other part of tho.rroo.,ng 
whatsoever. I halve uo recollt:etton of bav1ug 11~0 
any mark• of whre)a on the cro••iD&' t.irnLera. ,TLe 
1ame tirobt>rl are IIOW' in the rOGd. Some pnrt.1ona 
of bolster bangero wdre pickcd up on tho oito of 
tbe aroident, but I cannot ~•Y whf'n or at what l~c,t. 
The ellipLiral oprinK on the left hood lead,ng 
bogie truok of carrioge No. 20-i9 had f•lloo down, 
and waa lJiog un tbe ballu! ra.•l nod .. r t~e CIUfla~o. 
lt was d.tacbeJ on one ozdo Lut bang••~ on tho 
other aide by pol bol.ter bangor. Tho boglo trnck 
wa1 not derailed. A porLion of the bolatet ~·~~er 
broken oiJ from carr •~• No .. 20.10, wu mll"lng'. 
1 •aw tfe train before anr port•o~ of tho derailed 
train bad been removed; and It ~~ nr.t ported. 
All coopH.nga..-tore it1tar.t. In m.Y opmu.n

1
_lhe eao1e 

of the ..,,;dent io to be lound 1n th•, f•l.1np: oil of 
an elliptical oprlng io vo\.lcle No. 2019-;the 

receding nbicl" being lcra•led by a auddo-n J•rk 
~fa:lin~t on the tio·bar1, ao.d l,.ndinl( them, 
Tightening of g•uge under carnage No. 17U waa 
from ll to 3 inch••· 



Job Sco!lrjield, driver.-I was d_river of 7 _up 
erpms passenger from l\loghal Se•·a1 on t~e 1~th 
· t•nt. Passing through ManohlrganJ, after 
UJA~siog over the training points, by ab_out 3 or 4. 
~arriage lengths, I felt a vull on my tum, ·~ut off 
steam, and went to the vacuum and found 1t !'dB 
fallin . I tried to recreate v>~cunm. At that hme 
10 inc~es of vocuum had been destroyed. Shortly 
after the train came to a stand. 1 got off my 
engine ond walked back to see wl•at had happened. 
I fonnd the front brakevan with the trailing wheela 
of tho trailing bogie had dropped o~ on the lelt 
side cf the rail looking towards Delh•. There were 
no couplings broken _and no vacuum pipes had 
parted. The permo':'~nt-wa~ was torn up from the 
~rossing of the tra1hng pnmts ~ the luggage v.an. 
Running through Manohr~an] I was trav.lh.ng 
at about S5 milts an hour. The fi•st man to smve 
to render assist.t.une in clearing tho road wss the 
mistry (Ram Yad). When walking back to see 
what bad hapfened I noticed that all but one 
vehicle was more or less off the road. The one on 
the road was, I should say, the 7th from the engine. 
I saw two chairs of tbe crossing beyond the nose 
broken, the rest were all right. I did net notice 
auy damage done to the left hand check rail. In 
my opinion the rear 11ortion of my train was the 
ti rst to become derailed, and the front portion 
was thrown off the road by the sudden pull back of 
the vehicles in rear. When passing over the 
~rossing, 1 felt nothing unusual. When I walked 
back to e1amine the tr~~.in I notieed one "arrisge 
had a plate of one of the bogie trucks badly bent, 
but no portion of the plate was touching tho ballast. 
This pl•te supported the elliptical spring, which 
was in positioo. 

Edward William :Oaldon, guartl,.-I was 
~nard of No. 7 np express p•ssenger from Allahabad 
<>U 15th instant. Oo passing the facing points at 
Mancharg•nj I exchanged tho all right signal with 
my driver. When nearing the trailing points 
about 4 carriage lengths before rO..ching the 
crossing I noticed an abatement of speed and that 
the vacuum oras falling. 1 was under tho impres­
sion that the driver had either missed the line-clear 
me;sage or had bee11 given a wrong line·clear. 1 
got np from my seat to see what had happened, 
and was chnoked from one side of the lobby to the 
other. lily oompartment was in the extreme rear 
<>f the train. I w•s thrown from right to left. I 
did not look at the vacuum gauge, but knew from 
the abatement of speed and the brakes jarring 
that the vacuum was falling. After seeing that 
ther~ were no passengers injured, I looksd •t the 
nosSinlf and saw the right hand wing rail dented 
on tho moor side. The tl'lloin had not parl•d. All 
the vehicles on the tl'ain e:xoept one wel'e more or 
less der•il•d. The one on the rails was the 7th 
from the eogine, bogie 3rd No. I805. 

Charier Mitcl•ell, fire'f'an.-I was 6remen: of 
No.7 up.expreBB passenger h-om Moghal s.,·ai. A 
few ca.""a~es beyund the trailing point. at Mano­
bargan] I felt a peculiar jerk. My driver told me 
to look at .the bnck of the train at once. I co~ld not 
see a":ylhmg owing to the dllllt. In the meantime 
the d<1vor had shut off ateam and the train came to 
a otand. After that I woa left in charge of the 
engme ~·h•le my d~ver and the native fireman went 
to exam1ne the train. 

Ram KisAore, brake1man.-I wao brakeoman of 
7 n.p ),""""ger on lo•h instont. When half my 
tra•n ~d pa.,~d over tho trailing pointo at Mano-
a~ganJ 1 not•ced thlt tlere WRB a pull ag•inst my 

baa~ from the reRor ; and tlu\t \he vacuum waa 
falhng, b~t I cannot aay whether the vacuum brake 
b,'"L apphed by th! guard or the driver. I went 

aoa and oaw tbe l"am was derailed. 

-
I. .drllwr Word~too,.th, aut'stant pe,.manent-way 

'"l'ector.-On the moruing of the 15th in stout at 
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abont a quarter to 8, I received advice f 
otation master, Allahabad, that 7 up wna de~0'!j dthe 
Manoharganj. I collected aa many mon ao j' 'u1 at 
one gang of 20 men and anot!.er of 15 men~' d, 
went with the relief train with these men to.~ and 
h . 1 'dtM h · "''00

" arganJ. arrive a ' ana ar('raDJ at ab t 9 hours. I looked at the cros•ing
0 

of t~e t;a\ 
point•, and f,,uod thot 2 obaira of the crossin~ ~~~g 
broken, the broken chairs were G. nnd H ~nd 8 

slight mark on the right wing rail at the kn~ckls i 
the wing rail. The win~ rail waa bulgin~ 0 \ 
towards tho right. The keys and chairs J and K 
were still in position. TLe crossing in othor re•pect 
was complete. I did not notice any morka en tb' 
sleeper• of the crossing. Four of the aleepora ar: 
now in the track and have uot been removed 
They have not been inv•rted, the other two ar~ 
lying at Manob.argonj, ne&r the aite of tho occident 
These two are ocarfed aleepen. I oumined th~ 
oheok rail and found it all right, in pctitioo 
key•d up and no marks on the chairs. The chai~ 
were prop•rly opiked down. The rail adjoining the 
right hand wing rail was bulging out to the right. 
There were no Denham and Ol1•herts plates under 
it. They bad been removed befol'e I got thore. 
The two check rails belonging to this crossing are 
now at Manohal'ganj lying alongside the track with 
the crossing. The check railo a1·e 1 am oortain those 
that were in the crossing at the time of the accident. 
There were no other check rails thoro, We had to 
make fr,sh check rails to replace those taken out 
and kept for inspection. The permanent-way 
material between the crossiog and points had been 
remov•d; nnd 1 did not exawine the portion nndor 
the vehicles. I did not take particular notice of the 
running rail connected with the left hand cheok rail. 
I think that t·ail is still in the road iu its original 
position. There was no damage to the track behind 
the crossing. I did not gauge tho road after. the 
accident, nor did I check tho clearance between the 
ohock rail and the l'unning rail. I did not find any 
obstruction on any part of the creasing. 

.A.rtbur Wordsworth, recalled, stated.-In reply 
to question \)y committee, why he did not report 
that a tbh·d ohnir in the crossing was broken :­

.A..-I saidyesterd>y that two chairs were hokan 
because 1 thought you want•d to knew what material 
was broken throu~h the accident. 

I thought the third broken ohair was broken before 
the acoident bec.use it locked like an old break. I 
did not consider this broken chair was the cause of 
the accident seeing that the chair in front of it was 
whole. The third broken chair was K. The condi· 
tion of the spike holes under cha'r K wos good. Tho 
ncaa of the crossing was right home to the end of 
the castin~ on chair J. This ohair was also well 
spiked do~n. I consider the two scarfed 'sleepers 
rellloved fro:n the crossing were quite fit for use 
before the accident happened. 1 have l'eceived 
orders not to use scarfe:l sleepers in crossings. 

-
Bam ·Yael, sub-inspector of permanent-way.­

On the 15th instant I reoeived adv10e of an accident 
at Manoharganj, and went by trolly with about 8 
m•n to the site of the accident, arranging for abont 
24 more men to follow on by first train. When I 
arrived at Manoharganj I found a train had get 
derailed. The train was about a hundred foet 
beyond the trailing points. I examined tho crossing 
and found it esact to ganga. Two chairs were 
broken in the right wing rail beyond the noso of the 
crossing. The rail beyond this was thrown outwards 
to the right • all other 1'8ils to the left. Tho 
Denham and Olpherts plates follow•d the direction 
of the •·ails. Toe fish plate bolts being broken and 
the fish plntea slightly bent. Beyond the hre•k•ll''" 
already mentioned in the crossing everytblDg 
belonging to it was in good order, and I saw ~o 
marks on the left hnd oheck r.il and r11nning rod. 
The wooden sleepora were unmarked. Of the 7 
wooden tleepers In the <rossing 6 are still there and 
two have been replaced ao they are scarfed. The 
sleepers have not been turned. The road beyond tho 
point a was not so badly damaged. The rails were 
bent and the guuge was tight owing w the damage 
done to the tie bars. 



Ham Ya<l ••ecalle<l atated.-The keya of tb 
·~rossing were cha.ng~d abuut a. month ago. Tho key: 
m the broken chau·s were broken to pieces wheo I 
oow them after the accident. 1 do not know what 
kind of wood they wore made of. 

Richmond E<lm-..n<l Belletty, carriage.foreman _ 
I went with the relief train from Allahabad· to 
Monoharg!'"j on t~e 15th instant. We left All.ha. 
bad at 8·1• and umved at Manobarganj at about 8·50 
1 ~alked to the acene .'!f the accident and the first 
t\nng 1 saw wae the trad1ng oroui11g markE>d as if 
the !lange uf a wheel bad ridden over it. The mark 
waa about 10 inchea benind the nose of the cro .. ing 
1 di~ not notice anything elee dama11ed in tb~ 
oro"!"~· · The r~ad from about 15 feet baynnd the 
·or~sstng W••• entirely uprooted up to where the rear 
btakevan stood. After that I took a sketch plan of 
·the. deroiled oorriages ahewing tho posttion of the 
vehtcles. We then set to work to rerail the nhioles 
and to restore the road. I did not notice any marks 
on the sleepers of the crossing, nor did 1 see any 
mark on the check ra.tl. I noticed that none of the 
co11plings and vacn•tm hose pipes were dama~ed I 
onl~ made a general examination of the der;iled 

:vehicl•s. l !ound no portion of any of the bo ie 
trucks tonchtng the trock. The elliptic&! spri; •• 
we~o on the spring be,tring plato of the bogie tru~k 

·wh!ch bad the bearing. plato bad)y bent and the 
spnngs were not touchtng the rails nor was the 
..plate. 

BishfJJanai,. Doobay, station mast.- Mana• 
J.a>'!Janj.-On tho 15th J oly, 1907 I wa; in m 

·quarters when 7 up came into the station. I w!. 
called by tbe assistant station master on duty at 
about 6·50 .and waa informed by him that No.7 n 
ha~ got derailed near the crossing of the n:t' trailin: 
pomts. I went to the acene of the acc1d•nt an.i 
found that ~be. whole train. had beoome der~iled 

·beyond t~e crossm,.... On examining the train and 
the orosstn g 1 noticed that the line was broken 

. beyond the cros•inz. The crossing wo~a all right the 
•keya all in the oha.irs. 1 then catoe to the st~tion 
and wired for relief and sent the usual accident 
t~essage. The jemadar was at the facin<> points at 
· no other end of the •tat10n. a · 

_Garib, tr~llyman.-1 came on the 15th instant,. 
·wtth the mtstry from Bharwari h see about tho 
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accident at "a h · I d I .w. no 1\rg.mJ. went wirb the • t rhe ri~~t~j :~ the DJ> tra,iling poinl8 CtO!'sin~. nr:t\r; 
crossing outsld: t~tl hlY,lD~ Tto the north side of tho 
to pieces. 8 0 aus. he koJ's W('ra broken 

Stanley Bald · . 
h b 

. h wsn, permanc,t•ccay 1,.,,prdor -1 
avo een tn c ar~e of th 1 b · h' · ganj is included of b a t~ngt tn w tch Manohar• 

the o' • o.r a out 3l mtlnlhs. I cu. ruined 
. p tn to and crnsstngs at M"noharg"n/' on tho 13th 
Inotant. 1 found the points all ri bt a s . 
!he crossings and fouod. tho m ~1 ri.ht' al~:am~hd 
t~• •oa;fed sl•epors. taken out of tho cro.,ing •inc: 
• e accident I constder bad quito 6 months of lifo 
tn them before tbe accident of tho loth instant l 
~om.oved the sleepers now beonuso I hnd an op~or­
nn•~yd 'J do n I ond there is an order to remove all 

acar • e a e~pera. I waa able to see these steepen on 
~J JospeotJOus. of the eros•ing 88 theBe aleepora are 
th covered wtth ballast. I am quite oure that only 
th oso tw~ eear.fed sleepors h.ve been taken cut of 
. e crossing stoco the accident, those rornaintn li now, except tho two wl.ioh t·eplnoed the ecnrfoi 
:beepers are the sa.me ea where iu the aros:-ing before 

• aoo\dant on the 15th instant. Since 1 took 
charg_e of. my present seotion, I bi\Ve made no rritieal 
enmm~tton ~o eeo whether the opikes •I the Mano• 
harganJ crossmg were holdin• down tlto chniro pro• 
perly. With a hole ll' X ll' obovo and 2i' x ll' 
below tho sleeper oplkeo or coach ocrowo would not 
hold down a chair securely. 1 am quito certain all 
the keya were in, but I onnnot say whether they wore 
all of full section. If the keyman bad attended to 
t~e keys on tho l&tb instant I do not think it ot all 
hkely l.bat the keya would all loll out of the croosin~t 
by the time 7 up come along. AIBnming that the 
~eyman had no~ uamined them again on the morn• 
tng of the 15th tnotantl cannot oay when tbelnrn·out 
woe last examined at Manobnr~anj beforo the derail• 
!Dent; but thia uamination i1 alway• made once 
1n 3 monthe when tho ganga go thrvugh. When 
Mr. Jewell arrived at Manohargnnj on the morning 
of the 26th be aaw the cro•sing him,.ll and romark01i 
that ~he. sleepera nppearo.i ~ood. 'l'bo oleeporo 
Mr. Jewell saw then tue the aome aa ware in at tho 
timt o{ the accident and are atill in, with the ucep• 
tion of the lwo ocarfed s!eepero ainoe removed. "lho 
crossing was not attended to till the aftarnoon of 
the 18tlt instant owing to the Carriage und Wagon 
lJepartment atalf blocking tho crossing. 

FINDING. 

We, the lludersigned, having carefully· considered all the cvidenc~, do find:-

(i) That the first sign of any disturbance to the road occurred 7 iucheJ behind the non 
·of the crossing of the t.railing points. At this point instead of the tread of the wheel huing 
. gra.~ually t .. k~n the wing rail it appears to have suddenly attempted to mount to the rig'tt, 

seortng the wmg ratl for 2' 3~" (vide Annexure No. 2). This wheel then droppd bct,vcon 
the wing rails. From the marks on the first S ri"'ht band wheels of lead in:; bogie c mi~Je 
No. 1.8~6 which corre•pond with the mark of the right band wing I'~il of the cros~i?A" we a-e 

·of opm1on tha.t these wheels forced the wing rail outwards allowing the f·>urth n~ht h~nd 
wheel of the bogie to drop between the wing rails, breaking two cast-iron chaiu. This could 

·only ha_ve hapl?ened by .the wing rail having become displaced owing to some of the key• of 
the chatra havmg fallen out. 

(iii_ With regard to the crossin~. It is an old type a'!d steps ~ad a\rea:ly been taken ~o 
replace 1t, most of the material for thu and the lead and switches bemg on the ground. This 

'type of c1·ossina- is not now bein"' put in the maio line. 'l'he two scarfed sleepers 1·emovcd 
f " " I . rom the cro•sing were in oor opinion unserviceable. The Permanent-way n•pcctor 11 
~esponsible for not having examined th~ [rood Frorcrly, previous. to the a~cident, but l~e 
~ub·ln•pector, Ram Y ad, who is daily over this section should certamly have reported to hun 
that the sleepers required attention, and ie, therefore, most to blame. 

Note made by committee after special examination of ~ogie Lrq!e-~an and t!&irJ clau No. 181JG. 
• Left hand trailin:! wheel of trailing bogie, flange badly cut in one place_; moJcr~tcly cot 
lo three pla<"ea and grazed in two or three other places. The three other nght hand whcela 
·had graze marks on the outer face of tb~ type on the extreme edge. 

. In f·•rwarding these proceedings the Agent, East Indian railway, remarks tha~ he acc~pls 
the lindtng and the Chi~f Engineer's Report (see Annexnre No.1). 



Prior to proceeding on transfer 1\fr. Rennick, Government In~pector, who attended the-
enquiry, left the following remarks on record:-. . _ r 

This enquiry lasted two whole d~y~, due cluefly to the. fact that a p_ortton of the deraiJ.r · 
hicles bad been removed after re-rallment to the next ~tat10n (Bharwan) to which staliwti 

;~mmittee paid three separate visits, by train or tr<•lly, in order to inspect the whecl~;"Ctc., ~f 
the damaged stock. . . 

I agree with the finding of the committee; there ~s no do~bt whatever that the accident 
is directly attributable to I!Ome or all of the wo.oden ~ha1r keys, mtend~d to hold the right win<> 
rail in position, having fallef out of the chatrs, pnor to or at ~he t:me of the passage of til~ 
engine of 7 up passenger. 

With the except!on of the fine c~t on }he l~ft upper _;dge of the 1·ight .hand wing rail of 
the crossinoo about lb long, commenCing 7 behmd the nose of the crossmg, and a heavier 
cut nt the knuckle or bend of the wing rail where a whe~h~d evidently half mounted, the 
-win"' rail was absolutely undamaged. 'l'he marks on the thr~e r1ght band wheels of bogie third 
an'i'brake-van combined, No. 1866, which were. not det·alle~, agreed exactly with the first 
mark on the wing rail, the fourth whe~l was deralled; there IS no doubt this was the first 
wheel to leave the track. . 

The Sub Permanent-way Inspector, Ram Yad, who was the first man to make any critical 
examination of the crossing after the accident, stated that the wing rail was in position and 
properly keyed up; this statement cannot be correct, as careful measurements clearly showed 
that, had this been the case, the' tread of the wheel would haye passed. corre~tly on to t~e wing 
rail much further back than the commencement of the first mark on 1t. 1 hat the wmg rail 
entirely f~ll out of the chairs as stated by Garib, trollyman, who accompanied the !lub Perma· 
nent·way Inspector at the time, appears improbable, as chair J w~s not damaged; I can 
however conceive no reason why an uneducated and uninterested w•tness should invent such 
an imp;obable story, and in consequence I believe that this actually did happen. Only four 
chairs hold the wing rail and of them three were·admittedlyl: broken, J, the chair supportinoo 
the crossing nose was the only one unbroken. Chairs H and G were brok.n by the first 
derailed wheel; chair K was, as stated by the perman~• ·~ay .sta:fl', broken prior to the 
accident. In this connection it may Le noted that both M JV ot·dsworth, Sub Permanent-way, 
Inspector, and Ram Yad made no mention of this in their f}st examination; it was only after 
the committee had discovered this for themselves that they admitted the fact and t-hat they 
were both aware of it. This was a clear attempt on their part to suppress important informa­
tion with a view to prevent the committee from discovering the cause of the accident. 

An examination of the two scarfed crossing sleepers removed from the line showed that 
they were quite unfi~ for the position they occupied and should have been removed long ago, 
they were badly spliced, one was split in half and the holes much enlarged affording no hold 
to the chair ~pikes or coach-screws ; similar long sleepers were removed from under the 
switches, thus clearly showing that the maintenance o£ this set of points and crossings over 
which trains are allowed to run through at high speeds, had been badly neglected. 

Apparently the permanent-way staff knowing that new points and crossinga were to be 
snbstituted in this particular tum-out, did not consider it necessary to pay any attention to it, 
fo1• the time being. 

'l'he co~mittee state that the type of crossing on which this derailment occurred are no 
longer laid 1n the main line; from the fact that the wing rails have nothing t,g keep them in 
pla?e except the_ wooden keys, it is clear that they are a source of danger, more especial~y when 
tr~os p~ss at h•gh speeds, they could, however, be rendered pel"fectly :Fafe by connectmg ~he 
wmg ratls by means of bolts, there should l·e no difficulty in placing these clear of the ohrurs, 
and the cost woulcl be trifling. 
. The leads of this tu,.n-ont were laid entirely with Denham and Olpherts plates 1 had 

ttmber sleepers been employed, the destruction of permanent-way would have been very much, 
less. I do not consider that metal sleepers are suitable for such positions, wood only should be 
used. . 

I co~sider that Ram Yad, Sub Permanent-way Inspector, was not justified in clearing away 
. the remams o~ the turnout without orders from his superior officer; he apparently made no 
attempt to ~1scover the cause of the accident, and, by his hasty action, rendered this task 
extremely dtflicult fo~· others. Mr. Robertson, Afsistant Engineer, who also arrived very 
shortly after the accident, should, I consider, have made every endeavour to trace the wheel 
marks, etc., before the permanent-way was disturbed. · 

Rema_rl&a Zy the Senior Government lnBpector of Railways, Luclmow. 

I agree with the finding of the committee • 
. T~ere was considerable difficulty experienced in finding the real cause of the accident and 

credit IS due to the committee. for the care they took to asce1tain what actually happened. 
Doubtless the E_ast Ind1an railway administration will take steps to see that the orders 

con~eyed t~ the staff Ill Engineering Department Circular No. 1 of Aprill905 are properly 
canted out tu future. ' 

. 
J, E. GABBE'IT, 

Senior Government Inapector • 

, Document• accompanying:-
.ttii!Je~·ure 1.-I,etter from the Ch' f E · E I d' · 
.dnnc~·11 re 2 Sk t h f .te llgmeer, ast n tan radwny. 

·- e c re erred to m the finding. 
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Annexu~e 1 i~ Appendix XI to the abstract return of accidents on 
Ind1an railways for the twelve months ended the 31st Decem· 
ber 190'7. 

Copy of letter No. ~2625, .dated 29th July 1907, frorta tlie Chief Engineer, 
East Ind~an ra~lway, to the .Agent, East Indian ?'ailwau . 

.Accident at JJlanoharganj on 16th instant. 

Havil!g perso~ally enquired into this and after a careful examination of the permanent· 
way mater1als wh~ch v:ere taken out of the road I am of opinion that the accident wns due 
to the ca~ses ascr1bed 1D paragraph 1 of the finding of the official committee, 'In the first 
line of th1s paragraph the word "road " should be substituted for " train" nod in the lnst 
sentence the word "displaced "for "dispene~d, "but the latter is probably only a olorical 
error in my copy, , 

· 2. The crossing is of a pattern whieh nas since been improved on by the addition of 
a cast-iron distance piece at the throat and two cast-iron }lac kin~ pi•ces between the splice and 
the wing rails, but without the•e additions, the crossinoo 1s quioe cnpab\e ,,f doinsr itl 
work if properly maintained and, as a matter of fact, there :re still others of the same pattern 
in the road. · 

S. In the second paragt·aph of the finding it is stated that steps had alrendy been tahn · 
to replace ~his crossing, but the reason for this is that the road on both sides has htcly 
been relaid with R5-lbs. rails and consequently it i~ uecessary to relay the points and crossings 
with materials of the same section. But for this the crossing might have remained in tho 
road for some time as it is still in serviceable condition ; but where there are others of the 
same l!attem in. the. main _line steps will be taken to put in cast· iron distance pieces as are 
now betng supphed w1th the standard patteru. · 

· 4. Apparently there were two reasons for the wing rail spreading, vi:., (a) it wu badly 
keyed on the right _hand side or perhaps the keys bad worked ·out, and (6) the two sleepers 
immediately beyond the throat of the crossing, where the wheel passes from the splice to 
the wing rail and at which point the shock is consequently severe, were in a somewhat rotten 
condition and the spikes had not sufficient holding power. · 

· 5. The persons respomible for the defective maint~nance are the Permanent-way In· 
spector, S. Baldwin and the Eub·lnEfector, Ram Yad; 'l'he former bas only been in cl>arge 
for Sl months and "ithout baviDg had the road opened out he was not in a poEition to know 
that scme of the sleerers were unserviceable. It is not ueual to open on~ ballast and make 
!' thorough examiration oftener thn ODce every three or four months,. and more. than this 
1s not nccersary: but the condition of the keys can be detected without opelllDg out the 
ballast, and although Mr. Baldwin admits having examintd this part!cnlar crossi,nS: on the 
lllth (three days before the accident) I think it is evident that he d1d not do this 1n a very 
careful manner, 

6. Tl:.e Sub-Inspector, Ram Y ad, bas been in charge of this sub-division for .. 16 year~ 
and must have a very good knowledge of the condition of th~ wooden sleerers on h~s length i 
hut more especially in reooard to this particular tnrn-out, secmg thtr~ was a derailment at 
the same place on the 20th of February 1906 due to the carelessnesa of~ pointsman.when the 
permanent-way should have been tborou~hly overhauled. The ~epans at that t1me appear 
to have been carried out in a hasty and indifferent manner for which the !hen Perm,anent• 
way Inspector, Mr. Vanderbeck, and Sub· Inspector, Ram Y~, are responsible,, but th11 docs 
not appear to have been brought to Mr. Baldwin's notice until after tho accident :n the 
16th instant. 

7. I do not, therefore; think that Mr. Baldwin can be blamed for the. poor condition ol 
some of the sleepers but if he really made a careful examination of the crossing: on t~h lJtt, 
which I very mu~h doubt he should have noticed that the k,eys were de!cct~ve. . e n • 
Inspector, Ram Yad, isneariy 65 years of age. and is physically I:~11[~1•t~t~~~Ts ~~ac\~:.JT; 
of a section of open line. The District Medical Officer reports a IS e . ·L d 1 useless and that the right one is also defective so he ou:;:ht to have been I dt arr ong 
ago, Considering that he bas served 1 he Company for nearlY. 60 years 0 no proJJO>e 
to inflict any punishment beyond insisting that he leaves the FervJce at one~. . .. 

T h h h · f th taff has been dra"·n to the noccssity for mamt1uD1ng 
. ~ s ow.t at t e atte~bon 0 e 8

• h standard I beg to attach a copy of my Circulo.t 
ma.In !me pomts and crossmgs up to a hJg "bl :ti rl · b · -. made to replace the leu 
No, 1 of April 1905 aDd to say that every P0881 ~tcdc ; tbs l:f:hcr 6,.,..d• that train~ now 
efficient materials with others (If a patU!m mo.re sni 0 e " ..-· 
run through stations Eince the inU!rlocking was mtroduced. R. B. liiGIIET, 

CJ.ief En!Ji11eer. 

ENcLOatnn: : 
Circnlar No. 1 of 1905. 



M ainlenance of l'lmninglinel t'hrougli 1tation yards. 

It was noticed at last inspection that, where the train ~an th1·ough statio~s at speed 
the road was not always up to the ma~·k, and there was evidence that the mamlenance ·' 
some caF~s was being ~eglecte?-. W ~th the accelerate~ mail service an~ interlocking vf ro~d 
side stations on· the s1ngle hoe, tra1ns are now ru~niDg through stat1ons at. much highe 
speeds than formerly, and it is necessary that cloEer attention should be paid to the main~ 
tenance of running lines t~roug~ .sta~ion~ and also of those points and crossings over w11ich 
trains ron at speed. There 1s a dlSlnchna tion on the part of the t:ermanent-way staff to open 
out road in etation yards, because it necessitates the removal of more ballast than is the case 
outside stations and to properly pack the Eleepers at points and cronings, the wooden kerhing 
has to be removed and replaced : hut these difficulties must not be allowed to interfere witll 
the efficient maintenance of the line. · 

2. In many station yards I am afraid there is a want of the good stone halla~t undrr 
running lines, and too much of what may once have been laterite or budgree, but is now 
little better than mud. This should be dug out and a layer of good stone ballast placed 
under the road which will not ~nly make a good 'bed for the sleepers, but will materially 
assist in keeping the road bed properly drained. ' . 

3. The budgree or laterite taken out should be screened and what is B\litable may be 
put in again to smooth ballast the 6·ft way, but for running lines there ·is no necessity to 
smooth ballast the tracks as guards and station staff do not require to walk there. 

4. Level m·ossings also appear to require more frequent examination than is being paid 
to them at present, as in many cases these were found to bump and ride hard. 'I hese should 
invariably be opened out and the road examined, sleepers carefully packed ·and road levelled 
ea.cb time the gang goes through the road: but I question if this i~ always done at 
present. · · \ 

- . R. S~ HlG~~T, 
· · Ckief En9i1ze.er. 
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Appendix XII to the abstract return of accidents on Indian railways 
• · for the twelve months endi~g the 31st December 1907, 

Beport of the proceedings 1if a committee of enquiry wldch assembled at J!1ajah 
stalcon on the 21st December 1907 to Mvestigate the cause of a collision 
between Nos: 18 down fassenger anrl61 up goods tmins at miles 231! 
between JhaJlta and Gcdhaur stations, East India11 railrowy, 011 tile 17th 
·December 1907. 

The committee was constituted as follows :-
J. LEnon. Acting Resident Engineer, Mad~upore. 
J. F. RICHEY, lJiatrict Locomotive Superintendent, Dinapore, 
B. F. llla:r.u.N, JJiatrict .Superintendent, lJinopore, 
F. FncoM, Chief Superintendent, Calcutta. · 
F. D. FowLER, Benio~ f!overmnent In1pector of Jldilway1, Calcutta. 
H. H. HEARD, Suh•lJtvuional Officer, Jamooee. 
R. H"rnE, .Superintendent of Government Railway Police, llowrall. 

• DJ1'2CRIPTION. 

Pmidtnt. 

} Mtmhtrl. 

1Prmnt. 

At 16-5 hours on the 17th December l907, No. 61 up goods left Jhajha. with alo!ld of 
liO loaded wagons and brakevnn. 

Single line working was introduced between a temporary block hut at miles 230·0 1 
furlongs and Dadpur at 9·45 hours on the 17th for the reg1rdering of two brid"'es on the 
down line. " 

At 16·7 temporary block hut gave a line-clear to Dadpu~ for 18 down pnseenger, and 
when this train was mid-way betwe~n the two block huts, No. 61 up goods, which hnd not 
been able to stop at the temporary block hut signals ran into it. •rhe driver of 18 down. 
only observ•d, the up goods train when it was a short distance from him ; he immediately 
destroyed his vacuum and had restored it to 11 inches when the goods train collided with his 
engine and by breaking the engine front house, again destroyed the vacuum with the result 
that a II Class four-wheeled carriage tele•coped into a bogie III Class in rear, resulting in six 
native III Class passen~ei'B being killed and 17 wounded of whom two died subsequently. 
The line from Jhajha to the up outer signal of temporary block hut is on a falling grade of 
1 in 200 on the ~trai~ht. 

Tbe advice of the accid~nt was received at Jhajba. at 11·10 and the stat.ion mnstor and 
locomotive foreman went to the scene of accident at once by light engine and the relief train 
followed at 18-40 with the aseistant sur~reon, after the return of the station llll1Ster. 1\fodical 
assistance was rendered on the spot and all the injured were removed to the hospital at Jhajbn. 
at 21-20. 

Anoth•r relief tra.in with the divisional superintendent and the district medical officer 
left Dina.pore at 19·45, and on reaching Mokameh, hearing, that no further assistance waa 

• required, it returned to lJinapore. 
· Previous to the 1st December it has been the custom on the double line for green printed 

noticeP, signed by the Locomotive Superintendent and General Traffic Manager, to be issued 
for a.U snch work, but with e:ll'ect 1 from the 1st December, oia6 para."raph 64.0 of Weekly 
Gazette, Part II, dated 23rd November 1907, it was a.rranged to discontinue the gro~n 
printed notice and ineert in the Weekly Gazette all notices re~rding . restriction~ or 1pec!"'t 

cnmstances of wm·king on the double line, and a.t the same tlDlO to ISsue a caution order r. 
li50 to drivers passing over that section. 

On this occasion the Weekly Gazette notifyin~ the single line workin~ was received by 
the station master of Jhajha on the morning of 1tith mstant, but the locom?ttv~ foreman dtd 
not receive his copies until the a[ternoon of the 17tb: ; althnug.h ~here ~~ endenco to show 
that.the bundle addressed to the locomotive foreman arrived at JhaJha station by 11 up on 
the morning of the 16th instant. . . 

The driver of 61 up goods was not advised pr~vious to leaving Jhajha of the ·&!ogle ltn& 
working and was consequently unable to stop hts trato at the temporary block hut 11

• nals. 
No caution orde• was issued tD the driver of 61 up because the atation ata!I at Jhajba 

misunderstood the purport of Weekly Gazette, paragraph 640, referred .to above. 
· In August last the girders of the same bridges on the ~p line were r~ne':{'l, ~?en 
similar conditions of working prevalied excepting that at that ttme green prtnte no ICCI 

Tere iesued. 
No. 18 down passenger train was marshalled as follows:­

Engine No. 766. 
Front brakevan 160. 
o. m. 1178. 
B. T. I, 1832. 
B. T. I. 1848. 
0. L 1707. 
0. II. 1262. 

B. III. 2115. 
B. IlL 18U. 
B. 2134.. 
B. L. V. 2079. 
C. T. 611. 
IJ. P. 0. van 1S03. 
R. B. Van 16:>. 
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The estimated cost of damage to rollin~r stock is Rs 11,065 and to locomotives Rs. 1 200 
"The dam~ge to the permanent way was trivial. ' • 

EVIDENCE. 

ItmBil drioer-Oo the 17th December at Ho came on duty at 12 hours and Was on duty up to 20 <>'dock 1 ,.;. called to work a train. I went to the hours. I had 14 hour' a root before leaving Mokameb 
locomotive foreman's: office. I open~d the notice I l(&ve line·oleor for 18 down at 16·7 hours. 1~ dow· 
book and after seeing no new notice Lad been left D•dpur at 16-~3, but acoordiu~ tom/ watch i~ 
recorded, I took out my engine and attached to ~y W~l 16-21. I gave llole·olear for 61 up at 16·7. I ••· 
train. Tho guard waa otanding by my engiDe oe1ved the out raport at 16·15 shewing that &1 up 
and he told me no vehicle wao to be cut off on the had left Jbajha at 16·5. There must have been 000, 
road the train waa going through to Mokameh. aiderable differenoa between the times of Jhajha and 
At IS o'olook I left Jhajba. Abont SO vehicles off temporary blook hut •. The up goods armed at my 
the temporary outer aigoal I first noticed tbe aignal distant signal at 16;22 a11d pa .. ed my blook halal 
-and there woo no cross a~nifying the signal waa out 16-2-l. Tne guard JUmped oil' ne•rly oppo.ite my 
of nse. I alao saw a man on the signal b~ide the block hut. He fell at the oida of the line. He 
arm. I do not know what be was doing. I was oame to my block hut aud informei me be was in. 
about 15 wa"oDB off when I :first noticed there 11'&8 jured. After taking a drink of water be want to aita 
no oross o: the signal arm. I reveroed my lever, of accident. 1 did not soe the driver jump down. 
applied the ateam brake and whiatled. When I 'lf&l The Jemadar and my•alf exhibited danger aiDgnal• 
opposite the temporary block hut I oaw 18 down to the np goods and I oaw tbe men attLa br~dge 
pasaenger. When the collision took place I was exhibiting dangar signah. 
going about 10 miles an hour and I noticed 18 down On the 17th tluea up· good• trains were received' 
paosenger when my engine collided was at a stand· at tho temporary block hnt of which 61 up waa the 
otill. Tbe passenger wa• at bridgo No. 719 when I third. On the 18th fourteen up goods troins were 
firat saw it. I received no inform•tion that aingle reoeived. All those tuins Clma to a d .. lshud befora 
line working had been introduced. I oaw the tam• pasain,f over pJint• ".B" at the temporary block bat. 
pcrary signals crossed out from the d •te they were l saw th•t the points had been bur•t open. 
·e•·eoted. The timber• put np at firot for crouing out 
tho signalt were thin. Tbey were aboul an lnoh 
wide. the timbers that I uw. thio mnru;ng are much 
thicker and bigger than tbe original o 1es. H •d I 
got a caution order at Jhajba,1 could have atoppel 
my train at tho O>ter signal. Without a caution 
order I could not atop my train eva11 though lsalf 
the outer •ignalahowing dang,r from a mila away. 
·Oa previou1 occasions when single line working wae 
In force at th81ame place by do6n line I UBJd tci 
gee a cau\ion order and 1•iu down brakaa bafo,e 
-attt.Tting. The eaut.ion orier waa on green paper and 
'in a book; when 1 fir•~ s.,. tho temporary signal my 
train waa going at 16 or 16 milea an hour. r 
""histlod for brake•· 

E. 1J". Boni, driver.-I waa driv•r of 18 
·down P"'sen~or on 17th December 1907. On arrival 
at Dedpor block hat, I •topped at the inner si~ual 
•nd reoelred lin•·ol•ar mess•go, and starting sign>! 
from the guard, I tholl proJOedod on tho up line. I 
saw ,thai the temponry outer aisnal of the temporary 
bloci but wao hwerad. 61 up goodo w•a a~out 50 
yar~a off when I fi,.t noticed it. I im uodiatoly 
•pphed all my brake• fully and brought my train to 
a stop. Before I could gain autliciant vacuum to back 
my tyain, ths .collisi~n ocour~ed. rgot no information 
at K1ul that IID.gle hne work10g w•o in force. I aow 
the Gazette notice on tbe16th at Asansol. Oo previoua 
-ol!caaion when single li~e workin~ waa in force at 
11me place.by the d_own l!ne, tba Gazette notice was 
the ooly Informa~ton g•ven, and I never received 
any caut,;on at Kiul on these occasions. I remem• 
·bor that before the new rules came into force I used 
to get green noticea in addition to the notice in the 
Weekly Gazette. , -

J.D. Oomyn, al8ista•t •tatim master.-1 came 
<>n duty at a o'clook. All 5·56I asked line·clear for 
-Ill np and received line·olear from temporary blook 
hut. at 15·56. Th.a train left at 16 o'clock. I did 
not lSBUO &D~, speotal caution urder to the driver, aa 
kule 178 of I. W. 0. exempted my a tat ion. I reoeiv· 
cd a copy o! the Gazette on the 16th even in g. I 
knew that &Ingle line workin)l' had beeu introduced 
who? 61 np ~;ooisleft ths atation. The only infer• 
mat•?n I reoo1ved of aingle line working waa what I 
aaw In ~he Gazette. I did not ioaae caution order to 
dr!vera to Auga•t when the up line: of tho tame 
bn~gea was under reoew~~.J. I r.member a gri!en 
no\tce waalssoed to the staff in Angnot. I aaaumad 
~hat booauoe ~received the green nolioa that drivoro 

ad also reoe1vod lham on that occasion. Line·clear 
,. .... kod fo~ on tbO'llloroe inatrumeut. 

--
t ~d. 8A~m••d.ti~, roliooing clor.l:.-I was on duty 

a e tomporary block •t time of r.oaident. I 

R. Fo'ltor, loc9.1utive foron~n -Oa the 171h 
instant I left Jhajba aboul4 in the m,>rning by a 
down guoda to alte 1d a joint enquiry at S•maltala. 
Bofurele•ving I handed orar charg• to .llr. Andel'lon, 
tho &lli&~ant forem>n. I retu•·n>d by ao up goods 
train a1d arrive:! at my o:liao at 15·~5. Wbau the 
Weekly G.ze~t· ia r•oeiv•d oaoC>py iopltOO my 
offi>e ta'>le, io poru1ei by me ani anything therein 
r•ferriu.; to tlie native ota!f io copied into tbo notice 
book in the verna>olar by tbe aJhoolmoater. All 
native driv"r' and firemen wh"l arJ at home •ra 
••lied aud tho roforou:e read and npl.ioad to th3m by 
tbe achoolmaoter an 1 their. ai;natures are obtained in 
the nJtico book. r saw the notioe when I returned. 

- h wao being copied at the ti;no I teturnal. Tho 
notice paragraph 675, \VeJkiy G• .. lt., NJ. 50, w•s 
po •tad in tho vernaoular •t 16 houro on the 17t~. 
:no driver of 6l up w •s booked out, i.e., went on bu 
engiuo, at lii·ll> fur duty. 

W • .4nde"Bon, assistant locomotive foroman.-oa 
the 17th I took over c~ar~e from .\tr. Forstsr at 4 iu 
tba morning. I uw tho G•zette for the fir•t time o • 
tbe ottice tabla at I5·30 on the 17th. I do not kn>w 
when it wal riJeived. The otore clerk went to t~a 
alation and asked for the u.7.e\te betw•e~ 8 and 9 .1• 
the morninoo uf the 17th. The first dnrer (Gre1g) 
who signed on 17th for the Gazette did 8J at .15 
hours. I instructed the cler~ t~ ""PY tba nobco 
re{J'arding single line working botwden tem?orary 
bl~ck bnt and D&dpnr into the no\ioe book JD the 
vernacular, Aillhe native staff tbat could be found 
were called abou~ 16 o'clook and tbe schoolmaster 
read over and ezplained the notice to them •. The 
otore olerk generally goeo withonl being opao~lly 
instructed an<l geta the l.iaz.tte, from the otat1on. 
Thia clerk is supposed to go Lw1ce a day.. Tba 
Gazette d•>Bs not come regdarly on ••! p~rt•oular 
day. I have read par•gr~pn 541) of .Weekly Gaz~tte, 
Part II of 23rd November,a!ld 1 should (ao a d11~er) 
.. peat to get T. 550 from the ltlUOll master, JbaJha, 
for single line wJrling between temporary blook but 
and D.dpur, 

W: 0. 4rber, •tati011 mastw,.-When, unboo:~ 
covers arrive by each train they are taken mto 
P••rcel and bookiug office and placei on a shalf there 
and tbe :lepartm~ul• concerned go and .b ... ke pn0o•s~': 
of the... I received a cover contam:ng •ze10 
No. 50 by 17 op on the 16Ib. lalw .. js ':J0""

1 In 
copies. 1 re>eive them .regularly on .Mon •Y· 1 my opinion the rules in 'poragraph' 6W of r•ei 1~ Gazette No. '7 of2Srd November L907ido no 'dpp it 
to the ~aao in question, aod 1 do not oonll ~dar 
necesoary to ioauo the calltii>l\ · order, I oollll 

·' i 



the j~8ue of the cRntion order ia only nt>ces.w.ry in 
''lho case of an obstrnction occurring on double line 
working• 

0 • .J., Reid, p, W. in&pector.-Tho temporary 
·si(J'nul• and 1emaphorea were In pl•oe about one wook 
b:foro the work otarted at bridge• Nos. 717 and 719. 
Tho cromo uaod are 4o feet long by 4 inoloeo brood 

·. aod I am pooitive that those now iu noe are the oame 
, 1 those in use before the accident. I ereoted tho 

·sigoalo in acoordance with the inshnctiouo of the 
· Eogineer. 

I do not got my oopiea of the Gazette regularly on 
any particular day. lgot the Gazette on the 11th 

· lootant betwe•n 11 and 12 o'clock. 

Eissun LalZ,peon, •tatim JhajAa.-I koow tl1o 
Gozotto and rouognioe it. It is received for tho 
·•tation masters, guard•, -office cle!"kl, locomotive 
·foreman, permanent-way inspector and Bbh.tant 
ourgeon. It arrivea on Monday by 17 np. Ooco or 

·twice it he a coma on Tuesdny. Some timet only 
'three bnndl•• are reoeived in which case the fourth 
generally follows by a loter 1 rain. 1 distribute the 

·station copieo and give the otbero for permanent-way 
i11apector, locomotive foreman and assistant aurgeon 

"to the booking olork. I remember that on Monday 
tho 16th thoro were four bundleo and the locomotive 
foreman'• waa one of them. 1 do not know whether 
the locomotive foreman'• peon came on .Monday or 
oot. 

Jl', NewtOfl, district inspector.-I received ordero 
• from the District Traffic Superintendent on the 16th 
to p1·oceed to Oadpur and open oingle line working 
between the temporary bloch. but and Oadpnr on the 
morning of the 17th. I put an ossiotant otation 
JDaater 1n each block hut with the uoces•ary point. 

• and oignal otaff. I then trlephcned to Jhajha that 
tingle line working would be introduced about 9 
o'clock, 1 personally advieed the atot1on maoter of 
Gidbaur about oingle line working being introduce<i 
between the temporary block but and Oadpnr and 
aloo oent adrico under cover by 17 up to the 
Diotriot Traffic Superintendent, Dinapur. I advioed 

·tho alation master who took char11e of Dad pur to 
·aeod the necessary wire to Jhajho, Gidhanr, and copy 
to Diatrict Traffic Snp•rintoodent that oioglo line 

· workin)C wai introduced. I wno returning to my 
head•quartero, bot on reaching llankipor, I received 

"new a of the accident. 

MoAametl Ra•"• looomoti~e •toro clerl:.-I know 
and recognise the Weekly Gazette. I go twice a day 
tn the booking offioo end take the Gaze\to frvm the 

.. ohelf over the caah bo:r. On tho morning of the 
16th and the afternoon of oame day, I called at the 
station bot did not receive the Gazette. I looked for 
it but did not see it. On the morcing of the 17th 
about 8 o'clock I called bot did not rec•ive it. I did 

'not ask anyone on the 16th. On the 17th I intooded 
to do oo, but found no one tbora. 

H. N. Dutta, boolcing cleric.-I woo 011 dnty on 
tho 16th at the time of 1r np. I do not remember 
that an' bundle• of Gazetteo were received by that 
train on that day. It io no one'o opecial duty to 

· take them from the table and place them on the 
•holf for cuatody, Before 1 leave duty I aee that 
-they are put on tho 1 helf. 

. .J. .. L. Mitra, tu•i•tant ••rgeon.-1 have aeen ~he 
'<h•tr1ct medical officer"• .. tatement wbich agNel wtth 

-mine, e1cept that one pu~euger who a.ccompanied me 
from. the a .. ne of aucident, told me late on . the 
... en10g of the 18th inatant that he bad • o!Jgbt 

··abraoion at the back of thel•fl knee joint. It wu 
. 1i..inch long by t Inch broacl .and wao not atoll 
· ••r!oua. I dreoaed the wound, U wao nol at oll 
•enouL 

3 

..d.,<;. RicAards, rdiroing guard.- I w.•o on duty 
on the 17th December 190i when No. 18 down pa .. ..J 
K~ul. I di~ no' is!loe any caution order to the 
dnver as I dod not think it nooessory in nocord&nco 
with any uiating order• or rules. 

I bad roceivod Gazette, dated Ulh Dec•mbor 1907, 
but I bad not acen tr bE>en •ervt-d with Gnette 
No. 47, d•IPd 23rd No•embor, on til the receipt of 
Mr: Cowley'a met.."-age, dated. the 19th inalant, and 
wh•ch th•n could not be readily obtained, •• il woo 
not on the file, bot obtained thelo•n of the one for 
Mr. Bennett'• ute. 

Not b.vlng noticed that G"zotte wat !lo. 47 I did 
, n?t iuue the ~eoessary caution, but as already ahted 
dtd ao on lookmg np tho aamo after reuoipl of Mr. 
Cowel' 1 measage. 

Recalletl.-1 wao on duty on the 17th Dece•nber 
1907, when No.18 down p!Wenger p.t,..d li:luL I 
did not isaue any aaulion ord('r to the dri ur as I 
did not think it neoPioory and at tho time waa not 
aware of any order intimating thot 1 ahould do oo. 

I reoeiv•d Gazette, d•ted 14th o;cemb ·r 19~7, but 
I h•d noto•on Gazette No. 47, daiPd 2.1rd Nofemhor, 
and waa not aware how it refl!rred to tbe one, da.ted 
the 14th December 1907. On reo·eipt of the diri· 
oionalnperintendent'o wire, dot.d 1Uth in•tant, I 
went over the llazette tlle which ia kept in Mr. 
Bennett'• office, and for t.be 6rat time ,.." the rale 
abo!i.bing the green notice, and iutrudqoinif the new 
oyotem. 

Sinoe readiog over the ralee I have i1<uod tho 
caution order to dowo trai no. 

Dr • .J.. D. JlaoLeorl, cli•trict ••dical offico~.­
The follwing are tho injurieo auotainod by puooo• 

gero and guard Anthony. 
Sis Srd olaoo pa•oongero were killed at the time and 

one died while being removod to hoopital. 
.llhorla Bu111.-Age about 50 y0o1n anoia! ned ( a 

· compound comminuted fraotur• of left tibia 
oimple fracture of right bumerot (upper third) (• ) 
fracture of Srd and 4th left ribo nrar heart. Thio 

·man died on evening of 18th. 
Jamale•.-Age about 2' :rearo-(a) looi10d 

wound "V" oh•ped, 6l' long i' deep, over right 
occipital regioo, (b) !noised wound" L" oLoped, Sl'' 
long, mnocle deep over right frootal rel{ion, (c) frao· 
tore of left olariole n .. r oot<>mioo pr<~<·o .. , (d) oome 
emphysema of right oide of oheot, (•) •light. •bdeiooo. 

Lallj,. Ram.-Age about 50 yeur•, Al1nor abra· 
aiODI OD right koes, oomplliDI of Jo1111 ot power in 
lifting rigbt arm, no apparent iujur, to tho arm. 

8111ub Lall.-Ago a boot 20 Y"'" -(a) locerated 
wound, 1'Xt'• down to booo abo•• ri.hl eyebrow, (b) 
lacerated wound 1'xf, down to bone nnd.·r right 
Inferior maxillary boae, (c) lacerated wound, ll' X t•, 
musole deep under chio, (d) laoerat.xl wonod, ll' X f, 
throof!h whole thlokneu of right oide of uppor lip, 
(•) 10100r abraaiono orer rigbl ey.)id ••J faue. 

Gop.,.-Ago abont 60 7ura-(a) abr ••i·>D, 1' X 1' 
00 right eyelid, (b) om•ll abruloo on rl..;ht teonple, 
(c) Binallahraoion over lnoer eud of rlgLt olnlolo. 
Ramlagat~.-Ago obonl 42 yeoro, oootualoD of 

right hlp and ovor lower end of opone. 
Bam Lall.-Age abou' GOyraro -(•) contu.Jon of 

1
ight eyelido, (6) obruioD on teft fr ,otal re0-ion, 

Gunio NaiA.-Ago oboot 20 yearo- (•) l&'eral.od 
wound, 2' X t', on rigU l•g don to booo,16) abruioD 
OD left ohonlder. 

.J.ll abooo ••fforing mort or z.,, fro111 1Ao •-'· 
The following peuong••• prooee I..J t4 their 

deotinatioD or homeo brtbeir o"n d•airo, alter beio; 
attended to. 

Jia.fi• .J.brl..Z Ra.Aicl.-Slmple fnclure of le!t 
upper arm and 10m1 minor abra·iun. 

Sarif.-No external oign of iojury, compl&inocl ol 
pain only • 

Ship D.U,..-Simplo frachre of one rib. 
]{abal.-No uternal .. ldenoe of inj.ry, 
CAatlorltU.-Two amall pnoctor.d woundo onr 

right e7ebrow and oli;:hl obrui•D of upper 1711id. 



Meh•r Chand.-Few punctured wounds and aom• 
minor abraaiona. 

Sofati.-No externulevidence of injury. 
BacAoo.-Lacerated wound 1' Xi'. 1t is not 

.k:DOWD tO Ul when Or how he went &W&J• 

.atr. Hardleu.-A second clasa pa,.enger, auotain' 
ed aome slight abraaiona on le£t side of face. 

Guard .dnlhooy.-Guard of 61 up goods-{ a) 
abra•iona on right side of face, (a) lacerated wound 
of ball of left thumb, f'1·6', (o · small abrasion on 
left knee, (d) contusion of right oi4e. 

Tba driver and fireman of both trains and the 
guard of the passenger train •ua~.Uned no injuries. 

Th a brakesman of 18 down came to the hospital 
last evening complainin~ cf pain in the chest. I 
b&Ve seen h1m thia morning and do not find anything 
the matter with him. 

F. H. E • .dnthony, quard.-I wao guard in charge 
of 61 up goodo leaving Jbajba 16 hours on 17th 
Deoemb•r 1g07, I previously arrived at Jhajba 
at g.10 houra on tbe 17th instant in char~e of 62 
down goods. Single line working between Dad pur 
block hut ond ttmporary block hut hod not then 
been intrcd~oed, and in consequence I did not think 
it wouB be taken in hand on the 17th inatant and 
took no opec:~\ •~•P• to warn my driver, beaidea 
"'ff'hich the assistant a•ation mastt>r, Jhejba, •did uot 
iaaue any caul ion order, and 1 was totally in the 
dark 1rh1D 1left Jhojha that aingle line working 

had been introduc•d. I fi.t·ot observed the u 
signal of the temporary block but when I wop buter 
~00 sardo away and 1 could not then see :h~th~t 
1t wa~ croosed or not. On approaching closer 1 •a r 
the awnal woo not cr"a•ed and was at dan w 
immediately put my broke hard on. I did n~:rh I 
the driver whi•tle for my brake: When m 1 '~' was pauing the temporary hi< ck hut there ;./••n 
number of danger slgnola bein~ exi.ibited be~ 
tbal time. The train was travelling at the r:t 00f 
8 or 10 milea an hour, the driver h•ving conside~­
ably slackened opeed. I was stondinK en the fo t. 
board of my brakevan on the right h•tnd aide faoi' 
the west and fell off about 30 yard, beyond thg 
temporary Llook hot o..-ing to a jerk. l did no~ 
jump off my brake and it woo a pure accident that 
I fell after losing my footing. I waa only holding 
on with the left hand at the time. The staff 
picked me np, ao for the moment I was otunned 
They gave me some watar and 1 tried to walk to th; 
scene of the accident; bot as my ankle hurt me 1 
went back and protected the troin. I ••w the colli­
aion. take place, there waa not a very loud report, 
I do not remember now wben I aaw W eel<ly Gozette 
No. 60 of 14th December 1U07. l l:owever .. ., it 
oomewhere. I did not aee it at Jhajha but l knew the 
•ork was ~:oing to be taken in hand, I oaw the 
order in Weekly Gazette No. 4.7 o! 2~rd November 
1907 and nnder•tand the orde•• "bout Caution 
Orders on form T. 650. I waa 11ot b•dly injured, 
only a few brnioea but no bones wore broken. 

FINDING, 

We, having carefully considered all the evidence, do find that the immediate <fluse o~ the 
accident was due to the failure on the lJart of the assistant station master J. D. Comyn on 
duty at Jhajha to i·sae a caution order to the driver of 61 up ~oods in terms of the 
instructions laid down in paragraph 540 of Weekly Gazette No. 47 of 2;3rd November 1907, 
and W cekly Gazette No. flO, Part II, paragraph 5681 of 14th December 1907, 

Station master Arber of Jhajha is to blame for not satisfying himself that the orders 
aforesaid had l·een understood and were being acted up to by his staff. 

The composition of the train, i.e., having light stock in the centre of heavy bogie stook 
contributed mainly to the casaalities. . · 

We exonerate both drivers from any blame. The driver qf 61 up with a full load and no 
advise of single line working could not possibly draw up his train on a 1 in 200 falling grade 
to avoid the accident. From the amount of damage to stock we are satisfied that the driver 
of 6,1 up was not travelling at exce•sive speed, and that he made every attempC to avoid the 
colli•ion. 'I' he driver of 18 down pa•senger took prompt measures to stop his train ':tefore the 
collision occuned but had not sufficient time to back and thus lessen the effects of the 
collision. 

An important factor in contributing to the accident was the late. receipt of the Weekly 
Gazette, ond apart from the non-issue of a caution order, the present want of a reliable sys~rn 
of distributing it from the station to the re•ponsible subordinate officers concerned in suffic1e~t 
time to warn the staff was the cause of their being unaware that single line working was 1!' 
f~rce; ~ut Mr. HigJ:?an considers th~t the locomotive foreman, Jhajha, should have made 1t 
h1s busmess to enq01re from the station master, Jhajha, when he found that Gazette No. 50 
of 14th December was not in his poss•s•ion on the mornin"' of the 16th instant, and that h~d 
he made enquiries he would have found that the station m~ter had the Gazette in question 1D 

h_is posse~sion and in the ordinary course would naturally borrow a copy and issue h!& instruc· 
hons to h1s stall, and that such action would have been the means of avertmg au acc1dent. 

Prompt measures were taken to render assistance to the injured passengers and there was 
no avoidable delay in clearing the line. 

Remark• hy the Senior Governmeru Inspector of Railways, Calcutta, Circle ND. 2. 

The acci_dent was caused first by the neglect o[ General Rule 161 by reason of wh!ch 
negle~t the dr~ver of No. 61 up goods starteu from Jhajha without knowing that single hne 
working was m force on the section which he was entering. 

Secondly by the ercc~iou ab?~t. a week .btfor? the accident of temporary :Signals with arms 
cr_os•eJ. off, and to the 1mposHb1hty of d1scernmg the absence of these crosses at an adequate· 
dtsta.nce on the day of the accident. 

To .the breach of rule 17S of the East Indian railway traffic workinoo orders. 'fhe correct 
~arsl.'fha~lmg of th? tra!n! though it would not hava averted the collision, ;ould have minimised 
1t• o ects and ser1ous lDJ ury to persons would have been avoided. · 



As r~gards paragraph., 1, the change in pro3edllre with regard to calltion not:ces w.ta 
. issued dllrmg the recent. str1~~ and probably_ escaped the attention of m·Jst of the stall 011 the 
line. The order oonta.med m pa..ragraph o40 of the Gazette of November 2~rd wa9 issued to 

. correct rille 173 of the tra.flio ~orking orders which is not in harmony with General Rule 161. 
Rule 17 3 of the traffic workmg orders shollld be cancelled and a corri.,.endum slip issueJ a.nJ 
attention shollld be drawn to the _latter in the Weekly Gazette. " 

By the introdllction.of the new procedure prescribed in Gazette of November 2~rd it wa.s 
obviollsly of the first lmpJrtance for the safe wJrking of the line that every membe~ of the 
staff shollld have a. copy ?f the Gazette. It appeued from the evidence given at the enquiry 
that i.t was nobody's bllsmes~ to s~e t~at ~he G~zette folla.d its way to the employes concernei, 
nor did the latter appear to recogntse 1ts lmp>roance. Steps shollld be taken at once to ensure 
that copies shall be in the hands of all mem 'Jen of the stall who ollght to get them, on a lixeJ 
day of each week. 

A contributing cause of the accident was the neglec~ of rule 308 of the traffic workin'" 
· orde1·s which prescribes that a book shall be mtintained in which orders for the in[ormat.ion of 
guards shall be posted, which book they are require<! to initial before ata1·ting on t)cir trip. 
There is such a book: pro?erly kept up in the locomotive of!iJe at Jha.jha., but not in the station 
master's office. A not1ce board was see11 in another room exhibiting a few old noticet bn' 

·evidently not kept up tl<' date. 
'rhe neglect of rules referrred to in this and in the previollS paragraph show a lack of 

supervision on the part of the traffic statf, . 
'l'he notice in the Gazstte of Decemb3r Utb. is incorrectly word,J. h givea advice o! 

single working between Dad pur Bloc_k Hilt and Jhajha inst.lad of between Dad pur Block llllt 
'and temporary blo~k hut. The context shows cleady th1t tb.e lat~er is intcniei but the 
wording may have indllced the station master and assisbnt station m.lSt~r to qllibhle in order 
to sc•·esn the latter from the conseque11ces of his neglect in no~ hslling a caution order, 

A similar notice to the one of DJcembe; 14th was is3ued ill Au~ust 19J7, when girdeu 
were .under renewal on the up line, and no accident occutrel. Dut seeing that there is a 
fulling grade of 1 in 200 from Jhajha. to the ollter siga.al of temp~rary block hut, a. d:stancJ of 

·about 2l miles, it would have been safer to specify that up goois trains shollld pin down a 
sllf!icient nllmber of brakes to keep the train llnder control. 

The erroneous proceiure ad-opted in the erection of the tem~orary signals appe~n to have 
•bJen due to the misinterpretation of General Rula 2 !. 'rhis 11 sllrprising se~iag that in the 
inJpection report of the Delhi·Umbalb-Kalka railway for h1lf-yea.r uJing December 1906, 
paragraph 192, the practice of pntting up new signals nil cro>sing them ol'f wu coldemned, 
and orders were issue :I to have the arm3 taken ol'f until the whole arungeme1to at the station 
were ready to be brollooht into us3. Dut BoS i& seems that Ueneral Rille 2Z is lia.ble to be 
miilintsrpr~ted, it might ba aivi<able to amplify it by prohibiting t!ie practice alluded to 
above, and if this were done opportanity migb.t be taken ta revise the ~iagram wllich shaw a 
-far toa small and narrow a cross. The crals shollld be at least half as w1de as the sem1phore 
·and shollld be painted red. ' 

The staff who were to blame for the incorrect ma.r~halling of down passenger s~ould be 
· sllitably dealt with, 

CALCUTTA: 

Tile 15tk J tmuary 1908. 

1Jocument1 accompanyi•!l· 

F.-D. FOWLER, 

Senior Governmeal lrupeclor. 

Annexure No: I.-Agent's remarks (Ex~act paragraph U from Age at'• letter No.5, 
dated 9th Janllary 1903, h Board of Directors). . ·-

.lpp•ndia XIL 



Annexure 1 in Appendix XII to the abstract return of accidents on 
Indian railways for the twelve months ended the 31st December 
1907. 

Ezmsct para!/rapll, 14/ro"! lette!' No.3, dated 9tn January 19u8,fro•,. tl~ .J.9eNt, Ealt 
Indsan raslwa1, to til~ Board of /Jirector~. 

14. Collision near Dad pur block hut on 17th December 1907 .-In continuo.tion ~f po.ra· 
1. J>roceedinguf the committee of enquiry. graph 20 of Agent's lt•tter No. 11 S of 1907 I 
2. Let~r No .. 4628, dated nat Deo,mber 1907, be"' to forward herewith copi•s of the d ' • 

from Cb10f :Med•cal (Jfticer to Agent, end enclooure. meout d ' , ' t' d . oou 
-(Not printtd.) ~ an correspo~··~nce ~n:cn tone 1n the 

a. Letter No.8, dated fnd January 1908, from mar~rtn for the BoarJ B mformattOn. The damnnoe 
General Traftioll'aneger, to A~eut.-(Not pl'{nted.) to the permanent way waa trivial but to \o~-

4. Ext:acl roragrapb 640 ofWe.kly Gazette,l'art f d llin , k 't · · II, dated 28rd No•ember U07.-(Not printed), mo tves au ro g s.oc 1 ~~ esttmated at 
&. Extract para~•apb 676 of W••kly Gazette, Rs. 1,200 and Rs. 11,065, respccttvc!y. 

Pari II, dated 14th December 1907 .-(Not printed.) 

It will be observed that the a'ccident was due to the driver of No. 61 up f;l'Oods train 
running pa~t Fignbls at the temporary block hut, put in on account of the single bne workin"' 
between Dad fur block hut and Jhajha, The driver ,,f the "'oOOS train was unaware that 
single l!n.e.workiiJg .wa~ in ~or~e or that the temporary bl~ek .hut, had been opened anJ 
reFponslbllity for tb1s hes }lnnc1pally with the Traflio DeJlartment. 

It is necessary to exrlain h1re the sy•tem under which the staff at·e advised of nlterntions 
in the syFt< m of working. It was Jlrevionsly the custom to issne scparata printed notices on 
~treen parer, notifying r•~tdctions of speed or cautions as to running, to the staff concerned 
aud "h•n the•e 11otices were not issued for stations to issue caution order form T. 550, From 
the 1st December 1907 the procedure was altered-it was arranged that whenever it wns 
necessary to notify any restrktion of speed, repairs to bridges, relaying, eto., this would be 
dcne in the Weekly Gazette, instead of as before by serar~te green notices, and thot i'll 
t~tldition a caution order en form T. 550 would be handed to the drivers and guards ,.f trains 
at the eperifiEd station nearest to where the work was being carried out-and thia alteration 
in procedu1e was :Fublish1d in paragraph 540 of the Weekly Gazette, l'ort II, dated 23rd 

November 1907. 
In Jlaragnph f75 of the Weekly Gozette, Part II, dnted 14th Deoemher 1907, (received 

at Jbajha on the 16th idem) tl•e •taff were advised of the introduotion of single line working 
between Dadrur l•lo1·k hut. and a tempot11ry block hut put in at the ea>t, or· Jha:jha •tation, 
end of bridge No. 717 with' effect from the 17th December H07. Single line workin!l' in 

• accordance thenwith was io1roduc•d frcm 9-45 hours ~n ·the 17th but the station stafi at 
Jhajha faihd to issue radion orders on f~rm T. 550. The assistant station master advances 
the excuse that thue was no need to do so under rnle 173 of th Traflio W ~rking Orden but 
.this is clearly untenalle as the Gazette notification, dated 23rd Novemh.er 1907, obviously 
• uperseded that rult>; neither can the •tation master's plea that he con•tdered the is~.ue of a 
caution order was only necessory in the case of on ol•struction occurring on the line, be 
accepted. The assistant station master and the station master at Jhajha have heen fined. 

The Distritt lnFpector, Traffic Department, is also to blame. ~Ie was d~puted to oren 
the temporary block hut and introduce single line working but failed to adv1se all ~oncerord 
of its oprning and to proceed to Jbajha to see that his instructions had been .received a.nJ 
that .the wot·k was being conducted properly. He has been reverted to h1s substantive 
sppointmmt as a station master. . 

It is stated • hat the locomotive foreman at Jhnjba received his copy of the W cck~y 
Gazette, dated 14th Decrmb£r 1907, so shortly before the depal'ture of .~o. 61 up.gooda tram 
that there wns hardly stffident time to wam the driver. Further enqnrnes are b~lng mail~ on 
this point but in the meanwhile arrangem•nts have been mnde for the de•patc!' wttho?t ful o[ 
1he Weekly Gazette rn fixed dates, for a sufficient interval to elapse be~ween 1ts recetlt at a. 
station and the ccmmencemeot ,.f any alteration in the system of worktnll', so .th.ot cia e stdfl 
can lle advised befor.hand and for its prompt delivery to the persons to whom It u.a resoc · 

No blame can I think reasonably be attached to the driver of the goods tram. In the 
a hence of eny inf~rmation' be was not prepared to come to a stop at !he temp~r~ry Llit ~ut 
which is situat£d <•n a d•·cline of 1 in 200, but as soon aa he ~ecame aware t a a co ~1011 
was inevitable he arprars to ba<e done his 'Otmo•t to control h1s l?ad• It ab~nld be etj,l'l~~cd 
filat a temporary bl< ck hnt was put in wit.h a view to save detenltoos. ~~ tri]Jns, j . 0 ;me 
taken by a down gocds train fr•'m Dadpur to Jhnjb•, a distance.?• .. I m Cl on y, II no en 
than •o minutfs ewing to the rising gradient up to the latter stattvn. . 

I regret to lla•e to renort that two of the wound•d .P•ssenge~• have sJnce succumbeJ 
te th · · • · Th' b ,- th t t · t of casllBltiel to 8 killed. Of the rest, 7 were en tnJunes. IS r~ngs up e o a 1s . d d h • h 
detained in hospital and 10, including the guard of the goods tram, procee e tot eu omes, 
at tbeir own desire, after being attended to. 



Appendix XIII to the abstract return of accidents on India~ railways 
for the twelve months ended the 31st December 1907. 

Report of the proceedings of. a committee qf enquiry whiclJ assembled ut Bi
11
a 

station, Indian Midland railway, to investigate the ci!·cumstances attending 
the collision between No. 6 up mail train and a shunting engine at tliat 
station OIJ the 18th February 1907. 

The committee was composed of the following officers:-

A. P. GoLDNIIY, 

0. A. GIBSON, 

H. G. RU@RTON, 

T. w. BONNER,. 

Di&t1·ict 7'rafflc Superintendent Preaidene. 

.. 
.. 

Locom•tive Superintenl/ent 

Engin•er 
:} 11Iemhm . 

.. Locomotive St~perintendene 

MA.1o& C. S. RosE, R. E., Government lnapector of Ilailwaya 
• W. BAGLEY, 1st Cl«sa .Alagiatrate • 

DESCUIFT!ON. 

The collision occurred 67 fett from and outside the facing points on the main line 
which, for nearly a mile outside the facing points in the direction of Agasod, is on the level, 
For an up train approaching Bins. station a clear view of the np distant signal is obtainable 
for a distance of over two miles. 'Ihe home signal, however, is not clearly visible, owing to a 
S,OOO feet radius curve which starts from the facing points, until it is approached to within 
about three•quarters of a mile, The Guns. line runs parallel with the main line for a distance 
of about two miles. 'J hree railway servants were killed and three passengers o.nd four railway 
servants injured. · 

The permanent way and rolling stock were damaged to the extent of Rs. 83,271. 

EviDENCE, 
E. J. Lam~orne, acting assi.tant •tation master, 

Bina.-I was on duty in Bina aa aooiat&nt station 
moster on tho night ol tbe 18th February 1907, 
from 18 hours to 7·30 hours on the 19th. At 23·17 
bonn I accepted warning for 6 up mail from Agaood 
and immediately made out the line book for the 
aignaturo ~~my two shunting mootera, Kolayandao 
and Hardas, •nd aent the book out by signalman 
Abdul. At the time the station or tirot line was 
occupied by a load which 1 ordered to he oleared 

, by shunting master Kalayandao, oending tbio order 
by aign•lman Abdul. A• the load wao not cleared 
quickly I aent guard C. Krisbnajee, who was acting 
yard foreman, to burry up Kalayandao. Shortly 
alter A~asod blocked for the mail, and I beard the 
departure beats on the bell of the block instrument; 
almoa\ at the oama time signalman Abdul informed 
me that shunting master Hardaa had moved off with 
hie pilot engine when asked for li,Kna.tnre in the liue 
book. 1 aent signalman Abdul baok for signature 
and proceeded toward• the overbridgo. On tLe 
platform I met guard Sorabjee, whom I asked to 
BCC<>mpan1. me to the bridge to watch the approach 
of the ma1L From the onrbridge I aaw tho wail 
running round the curve from Agasod, about a mile­
and-a-holf distant from my diotant oignal, approach· 
ing at high opeed, 

I ful'/ expected the mail t<> pull up, but •a• 
•urpriae to aee ber 'P•~'• the 11ignal, and a few­
aeconda altar 1 beard the orash <>f tho oolliaion. I 
imlDediately ran down from the bridge and showed 
G~rd Sorabjee my signal Ieven which •ere .up 
lg&lnat the wall. He th•n ran towards tho otot~oo 
o.ffice a11d oeeing ticket collector Wilson near the 
paaeo2or gato, took him along to the office, where I 
•hewed Sorai>jee and Wiloon my four aigoal hdg .. 
wWoh were ao nona! in their glaoo cue. Tho three 
of no then proceeded toward a the oignal leYero •here 

I drew the ottention of both to my lovera and the 
tell·tale li~hta of my home oignlb, all of which 
could be plainly oeen. Wo continued on oor way 
towarda the £acing pointo nnd met driver Adarut 
who wao running towarda 111. In reply to m1 quco• 
tion as to how many were injured, driYer Adarnt 
osid "They aoe ali dead." I lmmediat.ly oout 
Wiloon off to the di•penaary for the doctor and went 
toward• the ocene of the accident ; finding here 
abundant llelp for tho injured, I returned to tho 
alation nod ••nl out the dooli• with the otallou 
coolies. Whon I gsve oignalman. Abdul tho, line 
book for th• lint t.iwe I aloo go•• bno hodge No. 1 
to give the point lock~r, W&lli Mo~auo~oed, aft•r 
obtaining bo'h abuntang muten tigoatur(>•· 
Abdul kept thia badge in hil poo .. ooioo and ref~oed 
to return it till alter t~e enquiry: Dr!••r BIDd· 
hough, who woo killed !" tho ~~~~ aco1d•nt, wu 
notorioua for h11rd ronDlDR'. \\ hlle work log tf,e 
mail on tbe l81h February he mi•oed line clear at 
Karanda ood I oubmit, be wu atlemptiog to nako 
up tho time io•t at Koranda. Wbao tho .accident 
0 ...,nrred be ,. .. try}og to mah up. I be t1mo. It 
bad jaot otopped raintng when tbo ooc1dent occurrtd. 
llwa• dark bat clear. I aloo wa~t to point o~t \bot 
cold weal her greotly alrecto the w~ret of lbo II~Daia, 
1 mean that wh•a 1t it 'fery cold the oig~al leyero 
when pulled back dn not low'!' I be homo togo ala. 1 
have freqaently reported thll .... ~ence or 
1·gnalo tout of order, I ba .. kno..,. ha1n1 dcLalnod 1 

loid• .;.nala o .. iog to thio. I do not oay that tho 
:i~ wao oa& ,.f order on the niglot of tho !""'ldenl. 
'J:he 1ignalo worbd all riKht for tbo up ."P""•al goodo 
thai arri•ed 8·• minute. before the moll Whoa on 
tho bridge watching tho mail.approa<b, I ~w tho 
tell-tale liKbt• uf alltbt homo llitll&llo but dtd .not 
lllArk the diot.n• oignalo. I had not at thai .t1mo 
called guord Sorabjee't attenllon to tho ba.:k lights 

I 



. • ' I I cannot say whether the dis· ;! 1~'"·~~e:~!'o~·or off at the time the moil pasoed 
"t n There are only four sign•l b_adges. I have 'i,'!IY 1 · · a1 bad•eo and pointed them out !o Sora 1ee 
!~'d" wfi~o• to prov• tbat the signalman h!'d not been 

thorized by me to lower the home Slgnol. The 
bod retained by Abdul is th• one he would have 

8 
::the point locker if the line book had been 

~l:ned by both tho ohunting mnsters. I w~~t to thd 
Iii• • tead of to the aoene of the oolhs!on, an 

ooelDS · h tfth t k two witnesses to ,ave myself ID t e even o e 
r;~ponaibility for the accident being thrown onf me. 
The mea••"• of Kalayandas to clear the load ro'n 
the stotion"!ine wa.• sent by Abdul when he took the 
line book to both shunting m~sters. I oaw fr.om 
the over bridge the ohnnting engme of Hardas go.Ing 
t ard• the north end of the ynrd at the oa~e t1me 
a:w the mail was approaching the di~tant stgnal.; I 
did not know what that ohnnting engtne· \Vas gmng 
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to do nor did I expect abunting. master Hardaa to 
foul the faoing point• for the ma1l as he was a":are 
line had been cleared. Abdul came and told me Just 
pl"ior to my going ~n the bridge that Hardas had 
refaMd to oign the lme b?ok.. l then sent Abdul off 
after Hardas to get h1s s1gnatnre before I had 
gone on the bridge. After the col~ision, when show• 
ing Sorabjee the signall.evers, I d~d •o from off tha 
la•t step, Sorabjee standmg nlongs1Je o~ me. I wen.t 
<>n the br;d•e to be ab:e to note the time th• ma1l 
(would h~;e been) was detained at the distant 
signal. I had not received the "brau ,. _line clear 
bod~• from the point looker. The mall warned 
at 0 23·17, and blocked, approximately, at 23·30 
aud departure received 23·42. I then at 
<>Uce wevt on the bridge. I heard the sleparture 
be"ts myself. On seeing the mn.il , past-ing. the 
dh1tant signal I was surprised a~d was oxpecbo~ a 
0 ,ollision on the station line. I th1nk that SorabJee 
had his lamp with him on the bridge. I did nothing 
to atop the mail at tbia stage, as all ac~ion wo~ld 
have been futile. I sent Abdul ont w1th the hne 
book about 23·30. I found Abdul, in order to give 
him the book, oomewhere beJOnd tho bridge. I had 
soon him about Mn minutes previously, when g1vmg 
him the badge to lower the home signal. for the up 
op.:oial goods. I gave h!m .the badge~~~ the olfi.ce, 
and I did not see him agam tdl I gave h1rn tbe line 
book. l will not oe1·tify that the home signal was 
uiaed after the arrival of the np •p•cial good.. I 
c~rtify that the howe aignal was at danger at t.he 
time of the collision. I wean that I cannot certify 
that the signalman raised the signal immediately 
on arrival of the np goods. I reeeived the signal 
badge from the oignalman when I gave him the line 
book for the mail. I was on tho overbridge for 
.about two or three minutes h•foro · the acoident 
ha1•pened. 1 noticed no points~nan displaying any 
hund signalo at any of the points on the station line 
between the bridge and the faoing points. Hardna' 
•hunting ongine came from somewhere ubout the 
fifth or sixth line, and I did not know what he w•• 
shnn\ing. The engine was going at a little above 
shooting speed. Hardao was to clo the shunting 
for the Barau 503 down ani K&tni 551 down 
goods trains. I did not know which train he 
.,..·,. formin~. 'fhe load standing on the •tation 
line waa coal wagons from Katni .. Mnr\vara; it b"d 
ev•ntually to be sorted ont. I do not know on 
what line the train from Katui-Marwara with 
th•se ooal wagons had been reoeived. They were 
ltl\tui.ing on the elation lind when I came on duty. 

I wa• appointed in Junel90ll. I had no previ· 
olla railway ex~erience. I haYe been aoting a" an 
asaistant station master on and off since Jaounry 
(nbout) 1901. I have not passed tho assiotanL ala• 
tion master's examination, but 1 have frequentlr 
been specially selected for night dut.r. I have 
nevt>r appeared· for tbe assistant a tat ion muter' a 
e-xamination. · 

.d. Gibbs, guard, 6 up moil.-Aftor pa,.ing the 
~:nte lodge I looked out on the left side of my brake 
and l~nw the distant eignal lowered showing green 
and burning bl'ightly. I obeeorved. .avery Signal at 
all stations 1 dad not then ob•erve the home slgnal 
owing to the curve. I wa1 bu~;y arranging my 
pa.per1 wben the collision occurred, I got out of my 
ouke and went to the eng-ine. I took no notice of 
tbe home oignal before roaching the engine. Tha 

engine wa~ on the sta~ion aide of the home aignal 
Driver Porrett drew my attention to the home 
signal, which wao between a quarter and·a·halr 
way down. I did not take •ny notice of the signal 
light. I heard Lieutenant D11ff speaking to Mr 
G>~lla~~;ber and saving •omething about the hom,' 
sig-nal being slightly lowered. I did net look a•ain 
nt the distant signal. I heard oomo one say that 
the:v h•d polled mail i>rakcsman !\lata Gula1u out 
of the b•·nke-van. I s&~v several passengers who hai 
got off the train before I re&ched them. I have been 
on the mail and p.,senger service over 12 rears. 1 
did not hear the driver whistle. I felt ths vacuum 
going on before the collision. I cannot say wheth•r 
the brake was put on extra hard. 

H. H. Parrett, tlriv ... , staJioned at Bina.-At 
the time of the collision I WAS in tho shed 1nlkin• to 
the night foreman between 23 and 24 ho11ro on I'stn 
February 1907. We all heard a crash in the shed 
and the ni~ht foreman and myself ran ont to tb; 
bar.k of the shed, One of the shed staff told ma 
that the mail h•d been der .. iled. We immediately 
went to the spot. The night foreman separated 
from me there; I went to tho left aide of the en•ine. 
The first thin~ I did was to look np at the home 
signal nnd the arm was lowered. I did not notice 
the aignal light then. I oalled an European pas• 
oanger'a &ttention to the sign•! and he said the 
sign•! arm is lowered. I believe the paosen~.,.·, 
name is Lieutenant Duff. I observed the signal 
"before tlio guard of the train come np. Abont half 
an honr afte1·wards I noticed that tho signal ar~a 
was onlv Lalf lowered, which I pointed ont to the 
Locn. Foreman. I did not notice the dislant signal. 
About fivo or ten minutes after lirst st~eing the 
signal I pointed it out lo guard Gibb,, but the 
sigunl then wao only half lowered. I helped to pull 
the breakesman out of the brake-van. 

SuMan Kkan, fir•m.an of 6 up mail on 18t4 
:fi'ebruarg 1907.-llefore ~:etting to the distant 
aignal I noticed the green light. After pnssing 
it I noticed the green light of the home signal. 
There are two distant signals close togetbt>r, I 
know the difference botween them. The Jhanoi 
distant signal was shnwin~ a. green light. lleforft 
the collision the driver said nothing. Just as I aaw 
the home signal the driver put 011 the vacuum 
br&ke and the cnlli•ion occu1•red. I fell and beoame 
unconscious. After pulling down the lever of tho 
vacuum b1·ake the driver was iu the act of reversing 
the gear when the aocident ocourred. 1 noticed 
nothing moving towards the mail. The drivsr ohut 
off steam two miles from Bina at the top of a 
declin•, he then whistled, and on his doing so I aaw 
the red light on tho distant signal changed to green 
and at tho same time noticed the green light of tho 
home signaL 

Munna,jWernan of6 «p mail.-I am an Agwalo 
and wae on 6 up m&il on the night of the 18th, 
When we got to the top of the decline I got off the 
tender on the foot plate of the engine, and, holding 
on the stanchion, looked out for the signal. I saw 
that both distant and home signals were down, and 
the drivor then whist!'ed. He then told me to get 
out ""me oil, which I had just placed on the pluto 
of the tendsr when I aa1v the driver pull down tho 
lever of the vaouum brake. He then pnt hit hand 
on the reversing wl,eel, but before he could turn it 
we dashed into something. I fell with the coal on 
top of me and became unoooecions. I calculate that 
I ca~e to my seosea in abont ten minutes, and I 
then saw the driver in a sitting position on the foot· 
plate of the engine with hio head thrown back. .1 
saw nothing approaohing the mail before the colh· 
sion. 

Mata. Gulam, brake•ma." of6 up mail.-I was 
bral<esman of 6 np mail on the 18th. JIIy brake ~ao 
immediately behind the engine. About three m.1lco 

. our, at the beginning- of the decline, the dnver 
whistled as uouat. I then began to colleot mY. letter, 
summariesJ etc. for Bin .. , and when we arr1ved oo 



the bridge I looked out for the aignnl. I saw both 
di•tant oignalo and noticed that the oue connected 
with tile Gnna line w~s showing red light, while the 
other abowed the green one. I rem•ined in that 
position nnd the train passed .the distant Pign~l. 
Then, when we arrived at the ~ate·lod~e. I oaw the 
green light of the home oignal. Two minutea after 
tbat occnrred the collioion. I fell in the br.rkevan 
nnl.lont~cioua. I was in the telegr3.ph office on com .. 
ing to my senses. 

C. D. Wilson, tidet collector.-I was at the 
paR8enger· ~ate about 23-30. While passin~: pRSB<n· 
gero through the gat. I heard 11 haug, but did not 
t•k• much notice ol it. I thought it was ohuntina, 

.Just then Lam borne came rnnning from the dire:. 
tion of the bridge towardo ticket collector R•illy (on 
dnty), guard Sorabjee and myself. We three were 

·talking together there for • long time before. 
Lamborne told uo that the m11il had collided with 
the shunting. engine. Tben he took us into the 
atation master's office a11d, Rhowing us wbat was in 

·the glaas Oll&e, said ''I want two witnesses." My 
attention was not called to any partionla< badge cir 
badgea. I did not count the number of hodges in 
the o~se. 1 do not know how mnny there wero 
or how many there sbonld . be. I think that 

·there were about four badges on the top row. 
Reilly did not go into the ototion mastor'• 
office. After this Lamborn& took uo and ohowed uo 
the home oignollevero quite clo••· Tbe Ieven were 
all towards the wall that is "off". Sorabjee wao 
with me up to that time. 'l'hen wo walked towards 
the maH and m•t driver Adl\ms who said that tbe 
driver wao killed. Lamborn a sent me to coli the 
doctor. Aft•r oeeing the signul levero Sorabj•e 
called my, attention t•> the hack light• of several 

·signals, one of which I knn\V was the Jhansi home 
signal. When Lam borne fi,at spoke to me be did 
not oay that the mail had run a~ainst signols •. 
'l'here were coal trucks on tho station line before the 
collision. On hearing the band bell rung I went to 
the gate from the tioket ocllector's office. Sor·abjee 

joined no at the gate and we stood talking. I do 
not know where he came from. When Lomborne 
ran up Sorabjeo was with us. 

F. MotioalfJ 8orabjee, guard.-On the night of 
the 18th February 1907 I arrived by 603 up mixed 
nt 20 hour•. I walked up and down tho platform 
talking to several people and went to the number 
toker'o office. 1 came from there opposite tho 
refreshment room, where I met Ml'. La.mbnrne who 
asked. me to go on the bridge" to have a look at tho 
mail ooming in." We went immediately on the 
bridge; it was then 23-30 to 23·38. Shortiy after 
going on tbe !:ridge, I heard a )lig crash. I did•not 
oee the mail coming in, although I woo looking 
towarda the facing pointa for it. When I went on 
the bri~go I did not know whether the maillrad left 
Agaaod or not. When the crash came, Lam borne 
called out the mail had collided, and canglrt hold of 
mya1eeve, sayin(JI', 11 come down, I want to show yo11 
something!' I did no~ go down with .him at once 
but argu!d the point, snying "the mail is whistling, 
how can 11 collide P" Then I came down the a tepa 
just behind him, Lamborne running. Lamborne, 
reaching the bottom, took • couple of at•p• aw•y 
from the ataira, and tul'ning towards the Ievert', 
told me to look at them. I weot up along aide of 
him. I F&W all the four levtorl up ag,dnat the wall, 
10 that the eignals were at danger. It woa dark, b.ut 
thor• wa• a Kitson lamp. I aaw the Levert d1s· 
tinctly. When on the bridge I did not notice tho 
back lighto of tho homo oi~nala. Then Lam borne 
took me tu the station master' a office and abowt>d me 
tho badges in the glaso ""'"· He ehowed the badge• 
to me and to no one else at that time. I am not 
sore whether ticket oolloctnr Wilson waoln tho office. 
I did not notice him until I wen I outside tho office. 
I rannot tell aoything about the n~mb•n of the 
badgfa or which they were. On commg ont of the 
office Lambome •aid "corue And let ua have • look 
"'' the acoideut pla~e:• Arter passing the lever• 
Lam borne aaid -'can you !88 the bClme signal tail 
lighta P •• I aaid "yes, I can see three white lighto." 
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1 did not know whioh tioey were nt all no• C'U 
I describe their position. iYhen 1 said to Ln' b. 

th b 'd , m orntt 00

1
. I~ n ge 'how can it collide" I thnuJ.:ht It "· 1411 

w H;'"t .mg for Mignala~, bnt I clid not havt> the 
cnrrostty to look fer tho bock li"ht• of tho si .. nnl• 
I heard no wUistla before the ... crnsh. After ,..L;m~: 
~orne asl<~d 111~ about tl1e b~t.ok ligl1h of tl1e 11i~w\lll 

aw.ked W1hon 1£ he conltl see them i l;e !uid thai lw 
could. A driver, whose name I do uot know and 
whom I Cl\nnot idcn1ify, 1poke to an Euro1•e11n 

passeng.P~ in my hearing, drawing bitt attention to 
the pos1hon of the arm of the l1ome aignn)1 wbh·h w11 a 
&lightly lo"ered. I Also l'pok" to the paut'n~t>r and 
s.howed him thA red lights from th9 front ant! whit.tJ 
hgh.t from behind. .I om quite sure I did not speak 
to trcket collector Wrlson nt tho gato that ni•ht ncr 
did I notice him n.t the gate. I snw a small Uon'neRIJ 
boy atandin:.: near Wilsou outside the station mnstt·r·s 
ollice door. I do not know how he wno dr•"cd but I 
could recognize him again. 011 tho night ~f the 
accident I "·as dressed in d11rk uniForm. 

G. H. El{tDood, locomotiveforcman.-At nbout 
22-40 hours 1 had fileen Lam borne, ~oping on the o\'Cr• 
bridge by him•elf, but at tho time montioncd I •••• 
him running down the steps with another rnon. 1 
could not 11ee who the otbt>r man waa; they wrut 
str•ight to the office; they did not •top to lnok ot the 
levers; a minute or 110 o.fterwards, Lamb1•Tne nnd two 
oLhen ran shouting for hand l~tmps. I do not ktiOIY 

who Lamborne'1 oomp;mions were. I ftskcll thom 
whnt w•• up, but they did not reply. I followed them 
up, wal kinsr, and, when I was olOtte to the name board, 
1 met Wilson coming tiro opposite w•y and he told me 
that dri<er Hindhough was killed. I ••Ired him 
how, and he 1aid that the ma.i1 Hlld shunting Pn:.tine 
had oollided, 1 then went down to tho scene of 
accident and BL\W the driver being t"'kon down fro1u 
tho enuine. I got on the en~ino to ••• if the broke 
hal be~n applieJ. It wnlll hrnd on, thP revcr~ting 
lever wna nver,ed and the regulator •lightly Clpcn. I 
then ~ot down, lr>nked at the home signal and found 
that the arm waolowered about 20 dogreeo froru the 
horizontal. I drt~w Mr. Runcurn'a attention to the 
position of t be signal. When going toward• t be 
aeec.e of ucf'idont it did not occur tn mo t(l Jor1k for 
the back light of the humo oignal. I h;ard . no 
colliaion what .. er. It was tbnnderm~ and hghtn1o~ 
at the time but 1 heard tho .,cope of •tc•m and the 
whiotlo whlch I found wao that of tho oLunting 
engine. It wa11 not Sorabjce w~o ron down ~(!' the 
bridg-e with Lam borne. SorabJ~e Wl\1 standing, at 
the time ritb aeveral otbera t,~lk10g ncar .Lhe 1tutwo 
:master'• office, There was a loRd alandma- on the 
fltatior. line at the time. 'fhe man who !f'D do.•n 
from the brid~e with Lamborn e. wa• ~re"c~ In dorkltih 
clothe11• Sorabjee was dre~•ed 111 wh1to umform. 

-E. W. Okristia~, •tatio11 mtuler, IJi,.a.-OD 
the night of the 18th Februar.• 1907 1 turaed Lp on 
the platform at about O·StJ, a"ld wenL oa to the acontt 
of accident. 'fhere were • number oC wngon•-•ome 
loaded, with eAgine attachrd, at ·~nth end on the 
tat- I' 8 Oor the way to the aectJent I .nw thr{'a • ron 10 • h h . I baok lights which bt,long to the t ree ome ligna'· 

I saw tbree distin(1.h' and I am aure ~f tht>m. I 
rticuh,rly no;ioPd that all .t~e hnme aJgnal lever• 

~re in th_,ir normal F,ontluDJ. About. 1•·'\J J 
noticed that the home lllgnn.l arm. wa• pro~~erlr. 

. d Wh o Lomborno calla! he oord that tiro m"'l 
rBI" · • · · d ll t tlo had collided with the Bhuntmf." englnfl, an •n • 
ma.ill.ad. come iu against si.:n&ls. lie t:olunt•·<'rcJ 
tbia ioformation. No rep~ira Lave bl'eD ma.de to .the 
• nala sioco the •cc;Jen!.. and tlley are. wmklo~ 

Big 1 8 bj'ee wao altho """"of owd,at and proper y. ora 
in blue uniform. -

Walli MoMmmaJ. point• locl:e,., Dina.-On 
th !Sth I wu on dot! fro•• 6 P.M. trll 

Monday. thee lgth 1 nd h•d 1eto the mise i train in 
:r::s~~~or no Lh'!! JtAtion lin~. Pri?r to that hd 

. d _,,,.train from S.~.a:~eor wh1ch ••• on LLe 
arrr'" • g·•w · h t 11 · I k r Tbe miseJ came 10"" • 00 Ot oc • 
!fh~~ 1":~, the pilot ( .. bcntlnJC) tn~iu" It·• on to ti.u 

I. wh'1ch tho g»l• tratn. fro•n tl,)o;•,r tra• 
'"" on . , s . I' Tl . etanding and take •t a••J on t.ue i1U,£or lDe. ,._ n 



1 he engine 1,f the San got' mixed train wn~ cnt off 
from its train and, booking ito~ the n•~t lm~, went 
off to shod. After this the ~1lot .•ngme w1th ~he 
Saugor goods train brought thts tra~n t? tb~ ,tahon 
line neor the main pl•tform and, !eavmg 1t there, 
weDt off. Then the aignalman from th~ 1tationcame 
with the bad"• for me saying that !me clear had 
been given f;1. the roa.il and enquiring ~here t~e 
•huntin(JI m11ster. HardA&, wAs. The signalman a 
name io Abdnlla. lie had in his band the l-ook in 
which he was r•quired to obt•in toe signature of the, 
sbnnting most" b•rore h• could a.liver the badge to 
me. The book was meant to inform the ahunting 
master that the train "'"' coming and that he ohould 
not go in this direotion. I told Abdulla that the 
shunting master aod pilot had gone !•ward• t~e go?ds 
ohed on tho 7th line. He wen\ off 1D t,hat d~rect10n 
and then in from 5 to 10 minutes, 1 saw the pilot 
engine a~d some wagons co'ming from t~e ?th,.lin~, 
and heard Hard•• callinJ!' oo• "Jhanot hne, hu 
intention •ppar.ntly leing to go np that line and 

' tbeu back nn to the good:~ train which was ata.ndmg 
on the main platform line and remove it to the 
Saugor line. I oould not see, but I judge that he 
had ~~;one beyona the first set of point& that a train 
coming from Jhansi haa to go over, when I heard 
the aonnd of the collision and, runninll; up to the 
apot, t~aw that the engine of the mail train was on 
top of the pilot en~iue, 

I am posi1ive that I did not take the atation badge 
from Abdulla or give him mine in exchange, and that 
I did not lock the facing point• for the mail train. 
When I got to the so"'" of tba collision, and not 
berore, I said to myself "I wonder how the mail 
come to pa•s the signal," and on looking towardo both 
the distant and home aignals noticed that both wore 
folly up. It was from 7 to 10 minutes between the· 
time of the collision and the time when I looked at 
the two t~ignal", A goods train came from Jhanai 
\ or f of an hour before tho mail, and the signals for 
it were worked by another man. As I was insido 
tho cabin 1 cannot say wbetber the •ignala were put 
]jack to danger after arrival of the goode. 

Signalman Sheiklc .Abdul, Bina.-I was on duty 
from 6 P.l!, on the 18th instant till 6 .1..11. on the 
19th. After the mixed train arrived from ·sanger 
the assistant station mas1er, Mr. Lam borne sent ma 
t" fetch three coolie• to fill gas into the carriages of 
that. train. Th~ gas Babu accompanied me and on 
gettmg the cooh•• I made them over to him, and 
as I got to the waterstand saw Mr. Lamborne 
&tanding there. Giving me the book and l!adge he 
told me that line clear had been given for the mail 
~nd that I was to obtain the signatures of the ahunt• 
mg masters and then make over the badge to the 
J emadar. I had no time to ring the line clear bell 
and went off towards the down end of the yard 
(Kethora end), and meeting Kalayandasa told bim 
t~at line clear had been given for the mail. He 
••gne~ the book end tol~ me to tell Hardao (the other 
ohunt10g m••ter) that 1! there were any carriages on 
the ohtion line he should run on them at once. I 
then proceeded to the np end of the station but did 
not meet Hardoo' pilot engine. I went· to the 
J emad!'r• W alii .Mohamed, who wao in a cabin 
(~f wh1oh 1 do not know the number) and oaw with 
h1m J emador Laltr. Per. had and a pointsman whoae 
name I am uot ocquointed with. I asked him 
where Hardao' engine was and be told me that it 
bad gone towards the goods abed on the 7th line 
I proceeded in thi• direction and meeting him in th~ 
goods abed. told him that line oleor ror the mail had 
b,een ,given, and pre,.nting the book asked him to 
otgn '': He refaaed to oi~n, saying be would not do 
ao .unt•llle had cleared the line. He aaid he woa 
~otng tu clear the sh~ion line, and. I aaw him start 
1o the up (Jhansi) direction with two horoe-boxeoand 
a ballast ~ago.n. I-lia engine was fnaln g in the 
Ktthora dnechon and the three carriage• were 
""'"'bed to the front of tho engine which went baok· 
warda. I returned to the platform at the Ketbora 
•nd, a~d a. I I. ~rot th.ere I heard a great. notae in the 
Jh&ntldlrect!on wb,_ch I attributed to the alrikin~: of 
t.he pUo~ eng me aga10st the goods train whicb it had 
goue off to rern(ly~ frt~~n the station line. I saw 
Mr. LamloOrnolook•ng at the badges on the wall in 

h_ia office and told him that fl.rdas h•d refused 
s1gn the book. He told me not to make a noia to 
informe~ me that the mail train and pilot : •• ~~~ 
h.•.~ coll1ded. When I mot Ha•das' engine on" th 
11010g I oaw Kalayandaas' engine in the oidin 1 ° 
and it waa not till after the collioion that il g." 00
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into the otation line to take away the gooda t ·~· 
from there. When~ got to Mr. Lamborn• to,;:~ 
what Hard~• had satd.I BOW .cu-rd SorabjeP, ti;ket 
oolleotor W1Ison and some other aahiba with him 
About half on hou1· previous to the tim~ whe~ 
lllr. Lamborne handed me tho book and badge i 
connection with the expected orrival of the mail n 
goods ttain .had arrived ~rom Jhanoi and hod g~n: 
on the 4th hne. Aft•r 1ts nt·rlval I had raioed the 
home and distant aig'nalo bv rever.in~ the lever and 
had retnrned my badge to Mr. Lamb~rne. When he 
told me of the colliaion he walked off towards tho 
lever to see whether the slj~nol was down and I 
followed him at a diotance of 31 poles, We' found 
the lever in the pO>ition in which it is when the 
Bil!nal is np. The platform wa• bri2bt with the 
. nauallamps, and I am aure Mr. Lam borne did not 
come to his offioe from the opposite direction to. 
myself when 1 approached it from the Kethora end· 
of the platfor111. I was onder the impression till 
yesterday that the lever on being released afl'ected 
only the homo signal and threw it hack into ths 
danger position. I was tben ahuwn by the 1nspeotor 
of l'olioa that home and distant ei~nalo were raised· 
b! the one motion of the lever. Ever •ince I have 
beeo doing my present w8rk at Bina it has been the 
practioo for the assistant station maoter on duty to 
hand the had~eo and the book to me together. I 
waslarnp·lighter at Katni for three years, and w" 
then transferred to this place, where 1 waa· in tho 
pointmen's training cia•• for 8 days till the 1st 
current when I was appinted to my present post. 
I did not lower the signal for tho mail. I lowered· 
it for tho goods that arriv•d hal f·an·hour before the 
mail. I received a badge from the a"t~istant station 
master before I lowered the aignal. I r.eturned it 
after the goode train had paBsed on to the 4th line, 
nod I had raised the si~nal ag11in. This 1 did •• 
ioon as the train· got on to tho 4th line. Tho 
passenger train from Sanger arrived after the goodS·· 
train from JhanBi, and I lowered the siKnals for it. 
Thej{oods I am aure arrived about half an hour 
before the Sanger mi:xed. 1 did. not see Mr: Lam· 
borne on tbe bridge that 11ight. I gave h1m the 
badge after arrival of tbe opeoial goods in bio office. 

Henr!J Davis, Sergeant, Government railway 
police, Bina.-I went into the police office, after 
••eing the Sangor mixed in, a few minutes after 
23 hours. I heard the hand bell indicating that lmo 
clear had been given ; obortly after I heard th.•. 
hanging bell rung. It was about time for the mat! 
to arrive when I heard a crash in the direction of the 
facing points; barely a minute aft•r that I beard ~he 
signal lever released. I walked out of the ~eo w1th 
the moharrir and saw Lamborne and a Pam guard 
going north on the lever· aide of the steps of the 
overhridge, beinr: myoelf on the opposite side of the 
steps. After the first bell was rung 1 he~rd a man· 
shout •• tlalc gari ckora ·,. it waa a few mtnutea after 
the first bPI!, The Par;i guard was dressed in black. 
I know the dill'•renoe betwoen th• sound made whell • 
the lever ia released and when it ia polle.d forward. 

·' 1 heard the lever released with a bang as 11 usual, 

EalaytJndaas, shunting master, Bina.-I woo on 
duty from 7 P.K, on the l81h till 7 &.K. on thedl91~h· My engine was on the Srd line when Ab n flo 
oignalman, came to me with the book which r ~· 
required to sign in token of the fact that the a~ttod 
line was clear on the np side of the yard. I Btgne 
it aml told Abdulla that Hardao, if he bad anY 
obstruction (the word "'"d is Jamb), in his Bight bon· 
the line ahould clear it with bie engine. 1 : "i 
took my engine to the 3rd siding to m•k• up d"", 
Guna train, 605 down. While I was there Har •• 
enKine came to take away two horse .. boxes and ~ 
ballast wagon, and went off with them in tho Jhan•• 
direction. At the •arne time arrived Chlntalllll"· 
yard l!'oreman, (I cannot aay whether he came tho 
Hardoa' engine or on foot) ~nd told me to olear 0 
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alation line for the mail. I .. id that I had cleared 
it and he then informed me that another train had 
!>e'en baoked on to that line from the Sangor line. 
I .. id that my engine will not be able to rnn on that 
train in the Kotbora direction, bu~ that. 1 could take 
it on to the Saugor line. He got on to my engine, 
which then prooeeded to the up end of the alation 
line and wae attached to the goods train standing 
there. Cbintnman, my hookman Uam Lall and 1 
then went to the other (or Jhansi) end of the train 
to instrnot the pointoman to let us on tho Saogor 
line. I called out" elation line or Sangor !ioe," but 
received nt>ither verbul answer nor &i_fnaL AU three 
of •• then backed to the poinlo bnt tonnd r.o point.· 
man there, and at the oame time notice~ a disturbance 
a:bead. We went to tbat •pot and saw that acol!ieion 
bad oconned, and that the mail engine wao on ton of 
the pilot engine. We came back to my •ngine "and 
stopped there til\ the head station master o•·dered me 
to mske up another train, into which the passenge•• 
ol'tho mail we•e to be tranebipped. While on the 
way to the colli.ion I did not look at the signal, but 
&fter getting there I heard aome one in tho crowd 
say" dekA lo signal 'ko,'' and on looking at thff 
home signal notio•d the small white light which 
indicates thst the red light is showing in the opposite 
aide, I did not look at tho distant aignal at all, 
I removed a load from the at~tion line to the main 
line at )(I p.J&. that night, '!'be load was on the 
alation line when I cam• on duty at 7 P.H. ·I aay it 
wao 10 or hlf paet ~0 because line clear had been 
given for the Sangor 2nd line for a goods train, and 
I bad oigned the book for it before I removed the 
load from the alation !i~e. -

Waman Qovind,poi11tsma11, Bina.-I 1l'OI pointa• 
man oil the facing pointa when the np msil arrived 
on the 16th February 1907. Hardaa' engine c~me 
1'!ith two horee·bo.•e• ac.d au open truck, he shoo ted 
to me for the Jhnnsi line and I put him on it. 
After all had pas•ed my points I looked up at the 
homo and distant siKna.ls, peroeived two white lights. 
Both were alike showing small white lighto. The 
home aignal ia two or three yards away from my 
pointo, · After tho arrival of the up gooda, shortly 
before the mail, the home and di.taot signo!s were 
raiaod immediately the goods train paaoed, 

Hookman, PoeM, Bina.-0~ ihe 18th February 
I woo in a borae·box which waa attaobed to Hard,.' 
ahunting engine ; next that l•or•e·box was a ballast 
truck and then another horse bo• ; we "ent from the 
llth line on to the Jhanoi line, and the engine, my 
horae•box and the ballast truck had passed the 
points and the other bot·•e-box wea going over them 
when, from the e .. t window of the horoe·box, I 
noticed the white and red li~:hts of the mail engioe. 
1 immediately showed red h!lht and aaw Hardao, 
who 10'&1 on the engine, doing the ~ame.- We both 
ehouted at the '"me time and then oocurred the 
collision. When tirat I noticed the lights of tho 
mail engine I looked up and oaw the red light of the 
home oignal. I did not look towards the diotant 
aignals. My borse-bo• was amaabed, but ~eyond a 
bruise on the back I hadnoinjuriea. 1 got carefull1 
out of the wreckage, and going into tho pointsman'a 
cabin fell aale•p there. I awoke after oomo time 
and ••nt homo. . 

Lalla Per•had, j•madu, Bi~~~~o.-On the night 
of the 18th ina!ant I receive<! a good• train f~om 
Agaaod on tho 4th line. Having unlocked the pomto 
after the p>SSing of that troin 1 proceeded to the 
1tation mastttr anti, rxoha.nging badges, we~t to the 
cabin at the 4th line pninte facing Jhans1. ~' w•• 
dark and raininJ~. I sal in the cabin w1th tho 
pointo-lorker W alii Muhammed and pointoman 
Lachman, About half an hour after I get there, 
Abdul, aignalman, Mme and enquired for liardu, 
abunter, Both Walli M harned and I told him t~at 
be bad ~rune with hia pilot e"gine on tho 7th hoe 
towardo the goodo •h•d He .aid tb.t line clear bad 
been given for tht~ mail and that the li!le '!81 
bloeked Gammed) and then rnabed off in tbe dmotwn 
lnc!ioated by ·ua to g.t the b"ok signed by Hard as. 
About t5 or 10 n,iunlu later llardu oame oo tho 

Appendix XIII. 

5 

pilot !•gino from the direction of the goodo abe<!• 
shont1ng "•at line .e Jbanai line." lie m'Dit havo· 
paesed the firat facing poi~to,(in the Jh~noi dirrction) 
when we heard a great no1eo tu that dliection. We 
got 0111 of the ••bin and went np to the spot t.kln~ 
our hand l•mpo with na. When we reac'hod tb~ 
place I sow that the mail bad colli<lod with tho pilot 
engme and th•t the engmo of the t.ain woo on top 
of the other, After getting up to the wreck I oaw 
t~o •~hib& looking up at the home and diatant 
a1gnolo, and, lookiog at tbeso myaelf, pero•ived tbnt 
they oltowed me a wbito light. When 1 looked at 
the aignal I was standing ar. a epot aw&y from. and 
to the eouth·west of, the pilot. en gins where there it 
a null ali or drain. Wolli Mohammed, tho poin!oman, 
and I were oeated outside the door of the cabin 
wailing for the badge which we expected to reot'&ve 
aa aono &11 the atatiun line had been cleared. 'I he 
practice at night I• for Walll Mohommed to 'Proceed. 
with the locking of the faoiog pointo ao ooou oa he 
receiv811 the badge. Then he remains near tbe tint 
of these pointo, when the ol~nalmau ohouto from the 

· plotform th•t the train has left the la•l atatlon and 
at the same time ahowo i. rod light, tho 'poinhmnn •t 
tho 4th line cabin reopoudo by obowin~ • red light 
and aleo sbowo a oimilar liKht to Walli Mol11mmed 1 
then when Walli Mohammed seeo tbo traiu he wnfl 
a green li:.:ht in tho direotlou of the platform and 
the threeJ?olntsmen do the lome. 'he oigonlm•n 
lower• the home signal and the poiotamon at the 
aignallowero the dietant oignal, Walli Mohammed 
then walko up to me and, otonding there. till tho 
train baa gooe on to ito proper line, giveo me tho 
keys of the pointo and goea oil himself with th• 
badge to the otatiou maoter, and then on to tho other 
aide of the yard In readineao to see the train leofe 
the elation. I then unlock tho pointa and go abont 
my own hu•in•••· Both homo and distant oiguala 
11re vi•ible from tho 4th line rointo. A train com• 
ing from Agasod (or rather ita lights) don not 
booome viaible until the en gino gets up to the diotant 
aignal, and \hen, too, oo]y if then are no carriage• 
on the Guna line. I have ne•er beard a noiae of 
au incoming traio from the 4th li~o pointo. Oo tho 
night of the ool!ioion I neither hoord tho maU 
train nor ••" the lights of the en~~:ino. I did 
not notioo whtther tho front of the pilot engine wao 
toworda Jh•nai or Kethora, 

-
• Ohintama11 Eri•hnajee, .fuarl, acting a1 ~ard 
foreman.-At 23·30 on tho 18th I wont to 
Mr. L•mborne, who wao on tho platform, and uked 
him whetbor an engine might bo brought out of obed 
to take away t.he up opeoial goods oo u to .•lear tho Brd 
lino. He oaid that liue clear fur the ma•! ha~ boon 
giveo and that I had bolter clear tho olahon hno on 
wbioh a train load wu atandioiC 1 thoo I w~nt to the 
goodo abed oiding whel't bo\h pilot eng•noa were 
wnrking. I retarned with Xalayandao' engine 
which w01 then attaohod to tho oouth ood of tho 
load on the olatloo line. Then, wb1lo I wu enquir­
ing iu tho number taker'• oflioe whothor the ma•l had 
left Kalayandu wool forward and called for 
Bangor line ; he got no reply, therefore ha ohouted to 
me tbot an accident had tak.en plaea. Au11tanl 
alation maoter, did not oay, opeo!allr~ where 1 .,., to 
taka thiaload. 1 in\ended puttiDi 1l on tho Saugor 
line. I told Barda., whe~ on tho goodl ohod Lne, 
that line cleor had beeo g•veo. 

-
Bookman, Suraibali, IJioa.-Dn t~o night ~f 

th l81b, 1 w., oo duty on li.rdu obunt•og m11ter • 
en;ino on which tho dri'"r ,. .. Amir Khao. At 9 
ur 10 P.Jl. the nua.b•r-takcr had told llardaa thai 
two horae- bosea were to be .ent to S.ugor. Tben 
alter the arriv•l of tho Sang·•• p~Aoe•gor "' went to 
tho old fir•& 11diog near tho •ovd• abed. .At lbal 
t' 8 there ••• a bnr-e-bos attached to tb1 engmo, 

•md . g a!on~ the etb line we gnl a bnli .. l truck 
an golD • b 'd' Tb ' d a eecond hon~bo.l ua t 1 11 tng. 1 eng1oe 
·~ocoodod baokward towards the Jhonai lin,e, on tho 
~tl.. lille, and tbe eol(iot aod three yel11eln wtr~L 
bo und tho point• oa to t~e Jha01l lloo. We 

y d aod l oaw the po•nto re .. riOd. Thou, 
i,t·~~= ;, coullllarl t.,wardt the atatioo, occurred 
the 

0
eolliaion. 1 """riding on tho foul·boar~ on Lhe 



1B8t vehicle wbioh w.os a ho1'8e-box, and on the wosl 
oide of it I had a band lamp and tho light was 
turned to white. I did not heor Ilard .. a or soy one 
else 88k for the Jhan•i line when going, or whon 
about to retnm towarda the statio>. 1 had my fa~e 
toward• tho atation when we stopped to go baok 1n 
that direotion and so did not oee anything of the 
mail. When goin~ out on to tho Jhansi line I hod 
'mJ face in the Jhansi dire.-tion, but did not see the 
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lig\ts of tho appro.oohiu!l' mail. When the collis 
o'ourred l was throw • olf to warda tbo Guo /"" 
I did not go near the engiue, and 80 oano~t •ae. 
whether Abdul, signalman, came anywhere to ••y 
HarJas' siJ;naturo on tl.e book. I did not k get 
that line olear had been jiiven for the mail f~0r 
heard nobody say so, and did not happen to h 
the line olear bell either. I did not notioo :t' 
position of the signals, home or distant. • 

'FINDING, 

We find that, at the time of arrival of 6 up m~n on 18th Februaty 1907, the'sioonals 
governing the appro:1ch of up ~rains fro?l A_gasod were ''oft,". or lo'Yered, ~nd that 'H"ar~ 
shunting master, was perforiiUng shuntmg 1n the face of the 1u-commg mall. 

From the evidence before us we are of opinion that the signals had not been put to dan~rer 
.after the arrival of np special goods train f1·om Agasod, at 23-15, for which E. J, Lambor~e 
acting assistant station m1ster, and Sh~iloh Abdul, sigu&lma.n, a1·e responsible. ' 

A. 1'._ GoLDNEY. G. A. GIBSON. 

Remarks h§ tAe Governm~ne Inspector of Railwa§B· 

I agree with the finding of the committee of enquiry. 

H. G. RUSJITON, 

The following important defects were brought to notice dnri~g the enquiry in connection 
with the working of Bina station yard :-

(a) For want of sufficient siding accommo<lation traffic is considerably congested at 
this station. During the 36 hours I was at .Bina attending the enquiry, the 
main platform line was being used almost withou~ cessation .for shu_!lting 
wagons on, Three out of the four lines between the mam and ISland 
platforms were similarly continuously blocked. 

(~) The control of the" outer" siguals is nominallr, in the hands of the station 
master, in. that, it is assumed, the "outer ' cannot be pulled off by the 
puintsmen at. the facing points till the station master has lowered the 
corresponding "home" signal by means of the lever on the platform. For 
such oontt·ol to be effective it should be quite impossible, or at least difficuJ.t, 
for any one to lower the signals from the facin.,. points without the authorrty 
an~ knowledge of the station master on· duty. o Here such control does not 
e:ust. The counterweight of the " home " sign&) a.rm is some two or ~hre.e 
feet above the ground only, a~nd it is qnite a simple and easy matter to raiSe 1t 
and lower the home signal without the lever on the platform being lint 
t>ulled. At the same time by raising by hand the counterwei.,.ht attachment 
by means of which a "catch " en<>~<>es the 'outer signal vrire an<l which 
counterweight ordinarily is raised by pulling the lever on the platform. to 
lo~er the "home," the outer signal can be pulled off from the facing pomts 
Without the "home" being lowered first, Iu other wor~s, anr cool.y can 
lower both the" home" and "outer" si.,.nals from the facincr pomts without 
the knowledge and consent of the ~tatio; master on duty. 

0 

(c) Bina is one of the stations included in para. 2, Rule 3, Working Time ~able 
Part ~I, whe_re shuating is permitted to be carried on within the holl!e s1gnal 
or pmnts. fa.mng to an incoming train after "line clear" has been w.yen.. ~f 
the rule lS allowed to remain in force in a congested yard such as th1s, 1t. 18 
necess~ that the safety of pa<sengers should be guarded, and whea shunti.ng 
operations are undertaken without the knowled<>e or authority of the station 
master on duty, it should be so arranged that the engine or vehicle so shunt.ed 
should be ruu into a dead-end siding the points of which are interlocked Wlth 
the home signal. • 

(d) The e~idence elicited the fact that the working of this important and busy 
station was entrusted to an actincr assistant station master whose normal 
duties were those of a oouard and ;hose service sheet shows him to have been 
e!"ployed as an acting ';,ssis~nt station master for 106 days only at different 
tunes betu:een ~uly 1905 .and February 1907, and who has not yet passed or 
been eummed 10 the dut1es of an assistant station master. 

. In my opinion, in view of the defects noted above no shuntin<> should be permitted at 
this stati?n a~ter "line c~ear " has been given for a p~senger train ~ntil the yard has b~en 
proper~y IDtedocked, or trll the main line is protected against unauthorised or rash shunting 
bpera~lona over the facing points (once the "home" and "outer" sioonals have been lowered) 

Y means of dead-end trap sidin<>s at either end of the yard " 

h On returning to ~ucknow :fter the enquiry I wrote t~ Lieutenant Duff 1st Gurkhas, 
'W o was a passen•••r 1n 6 up ma.il th 18 h F h · ' din"' 
the position of th"' · 1 on e t e ruary, and obtained his eTidence regar " 

e s1gna a.rms. A copy of his statement is attached. 
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The remarks of the Agent, Great Indian Penin1nla railway, on the proccedinnos have no\ 
:yet been received. " 

C. S. ROSE, Muon, R.E., 

. JJocumenls accompan!Jing-
GoperntMen~ ln1pcctor • 

Anne:z:Ul'& No. I.-Sketch showing site of accident at Bina. 

" 
No. 2,-Statement oE Lieutenant Duff. 

Remarl:a h!J Senior Gorer11ment Inspector. 

I a"'tee with the "finding" of the committee that Mr. Lamborne, acting asaistant 
. station ;aster, and Sheikh Abdul, signalman, aN responsible for the accident. 

The Bina yard is evidently much too small for the work it has now to perform, and the 
. neceesary siding accommodation should be provided as soon a9 possible. 

The interlocking of the signals at this bnsy station sho11ld also be immediately put in 
. hand. 

LUCKNOWj } 

~TAe lOtA March 1901,, 

J. E. GABBETT, 
Senior Governmed lmaptetor. 
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Annexure ~ in aP.pendix XIII to the abstract return of accidents 
on Ind1an rallways for the twelve months ended the 31st 
December 1907. · · · 

Written statement of Lieutenant B. JJuff, lsl Gurkha Rifles, dated 27th 
February ·1907. 

I received your letter to-day asking me to give any information I can about 
the accident at Bina on the night of 18th. I give all the evidence I can below 
in answer to your questions which I have written out, 

QUESTION. 

Before the accident, did you by any 
chance, notice the distant and home signals, 
and were they both or either at danger or 
lowered? 

Immediately after the accident· did you 
meet a European at the site of the accident, · 
and did he call your attention to the state 
of the signal or ~ignals? 

Was the home signal at danger or low­
ered? 

Was · your. attention called to the dis­
tant signal, and if so, did you notice one or 
two small white lights in that direction? 

Did your train engine whistle before or 
some little time before the collision ? 

Did you hear any remarks made by any 
of the railway officials as to the cause of 
the accident or the condition of the sig• 
Dais ? 

Do you know any other European passen­
ger who was in the train and who could 
give evidence in this case ? If so who 
or where is be likely to be found ? ' 

ANSWER. 

Before the accident I did not observe 
any of the signals. ; 

Yes, I met a European near the wrecked 
engine immediately after the collision who. 
asked me to look at the home signal. 

The arm of the home signal was lower· 
ed. I was looking at it from within a few 
yards and from the Bina station side. There. 
was no bright light showing on that side 
but a very faint light which I believe 
was red. ' The arm lowered was what I saw 
clearly, the light I did not think of at the 
time. 

My attention was not called to the distant 
1ignal and I noticed nothing. 

I heard no whistling before the collision. 
Some l of an hour after the collision. 

an official asked me if I was the person 
who had been up near the engine soon 
after the collision, and had been asked by 
a 'European to observe the signal. He 
took my name and address, asked, Ill~ to 
repeat what I had seen re the signal,whic~ 
I did. He said the " signal is up . now : 
about a minute later when pass1ng ~be· 
signal I noticed it was up. In Bm~ 
station a considerable time aUer the colli•, 
sion I was talking to several other. perso~: 
when an official, . who was I believe t 
station master, joined us ; he heard me say 
I had seen the · signal down and at once 
said that it was not so, that the signa}. ~~ 
aooainst the mail train and that the lg 
f~em the Bina side must have appeared; ~~ · 
they did at that moment, namely, bn~ 
white. He pointed out the light show:'g 
as he described it. He ad?ed t~at d~i~~~ · 
was no doubt that the mail tra!D the 
has run past his signals and that ~e- for 
driver-was well known on the lined 
running in excess of the regulation spee •· 

d the 
One man told me he also ba seenb t I 

arm of the signal down or l d?wn, buave 
do not know who he was. It m1ght 26th 
been one of four officers of the .

0 
Cavalry who were tra veiling on the tr~n; · 
Of the other . passengers I know of n 
who could give evidence. 



Othel' information-Fp~ed of train and 
•u~ote ot ntgn~ r 

9 

Speed of trai11.-I belived I waa dozing 
at the moment of collision o.ud cannot 
speak definitely re speed. Up to o. very 
fe1v moment~ before we were running I 
should say at a good 40 m1lcs an hour. 

State tif night.-It was not rainin~ o.t tho 
time but a very dark night with'" heavy 
clouds about, though not foggy. 

I do not think there is anything else I can add. 

Appendix XIII. 
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Appendix XIV to the abstract return of accidents on Indian rail· 
ways for the ~welve months ended the 31st December 1907. 

lleport of the p1·oceedings of a committee of enquirv which asumblcd at .Atilri 
station, India Midland railwav, Oli tl1e 8181 October 1907, to itl~cstigatc 
tke circumstances attending the collision between No. 14 up pa8BC11Qer 

and His Highness the Malial•ajali Scindi.a'• down special traiu, at tl.al 
station on 26th October 1907. 

The committee was composed of the following officers :-
J. S. LAIIIBliiRT, JJz'atrict Tralfic B1eperintendent PreaiJent. 
T. W, BoN!.'lm, JJeputy Locomotive S,eperintendcNt , } 
R C H B ]) . e . t E . lJem~cr~. 

• , , ARNARD, 18 TlC ngsneer , 
MAZOR C. S. RosE, R.E., Govemme1et Inapector of Railwa!JI, .Luclno,o, Prcac11t, 

DESCBIPTIOJI, 

On the night of the 26th October 1907, at about 23-30 o'cloolc, No. 14 up passenger 
was admitted on to the loop siding of Antri station. Within two or three minutes, a down 
special train conveying His Highness the Maharajah Scindia, entered the ~ame siding from 
the south end and Q. collision occurred. . 

No. 14 up consisted of the following vehicles :-
Front brake-van, one postal-third, three third class, one first, one second, five thin! claw 

two composites and rear brake-van. , . 
'lhe special of the Maharajah consisted of the engine ; next to it waa the saloon occupied 

by His Highness and party, and an ambulance third conveying followers having a guard's 
compartment with hand brake. This vehicle though automatically braked had no guard' a 
valve. 

'fhe Maharajah has repo1·ted that no one in his pnrty was injtired. 
In No. 14. up passenger six persons were injured of whom one subsequently died. 
The evidence shows that the down special entered the station against signals and pro­

bably at the speed of 20 to 25 miles ·an hour, and owing to the down facing points being 
set for the loop, instead of for the main line in accordance with instructions in o~dcr 211 
(slip 6) Working Time Table, Part II, it ran on to the loop and into No. U up wh•ch, by 
the force of the impact, was pushed back 45 feet. The tender of the specisl mountc~ the 
verandah of the Maharajah's saloon and the front brake bufre•rs of No. 14 up were driven 
into the third 'class compartment of the vehicle next behind it, viz., postal compcsitc, in which 
the muccadam and the bairagi were seated. " . " 

The damage tolpcomotives is estimated at Rs, 6,745 and to rolling·stock at Rs. 3,255-S-0, 

LOCALITY 0'1 ACCIDENT. 

Antri station has one loop 1,800 feet long in tho clear with a short ~ca<l end at, eacla 
end. The platform is on the loop. The line is straight through the atalJon. Tho ·~g-oals 
consist of a main or home si!!Dal in the middle of the platform, and au up and down smglc­
armed outer, The main si,.;al carries fonr arms-two facing each way. The nppcr

1 
arms 

refer to the main or thro~<>'h line and the lower ones to the loop. The out.•r Signa 1 h~o 
worked from the foot of the home. The points and signals are interlocked w•th Wrcoc 8 

patent interlocking. 
The collision took place on the loop aboot 250 feet on the Jhansi side of tho homo 

signal. 

EviDE!IC.E. 

H. ]jf ]jf " ' , •• on the loop, and thort ..... ao timo to do ~nJ • c ulli•, tlri•tJ1' of No. 1,. "P pa11et1• " If 1o t lrth 
gtJ1',-I left Gwalior <>n 26th with No. 14 np thinl!i 10 I oLonted to tho ola gt 0 1 10 i 101

• 

passenger at 22·50, reached Aatri 23-29, all signals and ;. did. The eolli•ion took plact aLoul IWIJ 
w · f tb 1 I' d minutes after I eamoto olop. , ere RIVen or me to come' io on • oop me 00 Ailor the collioion I went loock to ... 1f anJ 
I <&IDe in and stopped close to the end of the plat• of mr olalf were iojortd, aad th•n looked at !"• 
form. maiD rigualt and fouad them at daogor oLow•~ll: 

. ~did not notice at the time bow ;the d<ad .. nd nd. II ,.11 wi•hU.' minnt<l of tho eollioioo tl.al 
••d•og poinu, Jhansi aide, were oat. I oawlbe oigoou. 

I wu not taking water al &ntri, After otoppiog During tho interval I raw nobodJ at tl•t ollinalt. I 
I, with mv 6reman. otarted attending to the fiN did no\ look at tbo back ligl.l of tbe dl•tant ~~~ul. 
••d while l: was doing 10 heard tbo opecial coming I mean I oaw tbo down oignalo (main oignal) both 
cnr the pointo and I lookrd out and oaw il coming loop and main lin~ d diUlgrr, 



E. Sh1111a~an, guar~ of No. 14 up.-I. was in 
char 0 of No. U. up. pa•senger. ~Ve arr1ved at 
.A.nJl at 23·29 ; the s1gnals w~1·e gtv~n for. uo to 

m• in on tho loop. On arr1val I JUSt ahghted 
f~om my brake aud walked the distance of my brake 
and ono·tbird class when ~he collision occurred. I 
then looked og~in at the signalo and saw. the up 
loop line main s1~nal. was lowered at the t1me the 
oollit;ion oocurred. 
· The assistant station master on duty came out of 
tho ollice and told me th~t the special driver bad 
1un a~ainst signah, and asked mo to look at the 

" . I position of tho signa s. 
I did not see tho signals put back to danger, nor 

did I notice any one atandinl( at the siKnal post. 
Makad•o Per~ltad, bral.:esman •if No. 14 up 

passenger.-! was brakeaman or No. 14 up 
paasenger. I wao in the front brake. ~ gav,e t~e 
driver the line·clear ball vouoher at S1tbouh; on 
neal'inr Autri 1 saw the signals give11 for the loop 
liDe. • 

On reaohlnoo the otation I got down and was 
coming to the ':.tation and had got about half way 
between my brake and the wain signal when I 
heard a loud noise as though two trains had 
oollidod. 

My oignalo were np to then lowered. I went into 
tho office and foun3. the station master wao there 
oponiug the pouoh. A~ that moment the guard . 

·arrived and we aoked hew the special had come in 
when the up eignalo were still down, 

.A.e I came up there was a man at tho oignals, a 
point•man, who put it np to danger after the guard 
and station master bad soon tho signal was down for 
tho up train. 

S. J, Watson, rlrtoer of dow,. 1pecial.-I wu 
driver of tho Maharajah Scindia'o down epeoial on 
the 26th instant ; we ran right through all atationo 
and on nearin~: Antd I remember now having seen 
tho homo and distant signal lowered. On tho main 
or platform signal 1 could only oee one light and 
that was jtl'eeu. • · 

After po•sing the distant signal I shut olE steam, 
and I obaened a hand signal on the points-it waa 
green, and my wan fi.J:od the line·clear pole ou the 
engine braoket to pick up lino·clear, handing to 
me, at tho eawo time, tho hoop and pouch to throw 
out. 
· 1 firot applied the brake about 30 yarda outeide 
the facing pointo; I took the brake off again while 

. running over the faciog points 1 I did thio as I 
~xpected to run through, · 

After coming on to the loop, and about 6() yards 
from the 14 np engine, I wade an em~rgeocy stop. 

I waa ruuning between 15 and 20 mileo an hour, 
I aaw the head lights of the up paosonger engine' 

standing in the otation ; at tho diotant oignal I 
could DOt say OD What line the train W88 standing; 
only when 1 came on the loop I diecovered she wao 
1tandin~ on the loop. 

I saw from the' poiots iudioRtor about 3() yardo 
outside, that the ).>Ointa· were set for the loop, ao I 
•aid ohove 1 d1d not know the up passenger waa 
on the loop. 
, I did not look again at the home signal after 
passing the point. .. 

.A.ft•r tho collision I called npon driver McMullin 
and guard Shannahan if they had noted my signals 
and both of them oaid no, that is, J asked them if 
they bad seen if they wero lowered for me and they 
said they had not noticed them at alL I did not 
qnes~ion the station master about the signal.. 

I have no evidence about the state of the signal .. 
My guard and brakesman know nothing about them, 
how they stood. 

I know the signals at Antri and how they are 
worked.. . 

lf 1 wore running through, the aigoalo tl:.at 
wo~ld .be Ki••n me w~uld be, the top arm of the 
mom o1gnal, and the dutant a1goal• and the diao 
at tbe facing point• would ebow white.• 

NOTI: by oommittee.-•11 Thil ia not a. fact.•• 
;s, s. L, 

. R•·calleci.-Tbo vacuum brake on my train wa1 
'"good order, 

2 

Ramc!.ar~n Eal~a, ,fireman of down epeciul.­
On approaoh10g Antr1 d1otant signal it wa1 ohowi 
green and the driver shut down tho regulator nt 
did not eee the home oignal. ' 

• T~e dliver order<d me to get re.ad:y the lino·olear 
p1ck1ng·up pole. I nw a green B>gnal on tho facing 
points and it wu that that caused the driver to 
order me to put o~t the line·cle~r picking·up stick, 

Some 6 yards .rom tho faomg points 1 oaw no 
line·olear put np, I put a•ide tho plck·ap pole 
and l•aid" Hollo" to the driver and put on the 
hand bralce. I said this beoanae I felt we lock tho 
loop and I saw the passenger head lights. 

1 admit I told the Foreman Sal.ib that I "" 
the distant signal at half read half green, and that 
is how I saw it. I did not s"e the home, I did 
not tell tha Forom•n I did see it. 

'!'here was nothing the matter with the driver. 

Oilman Deen Ma!.amma~ .,. engine of down 
Sciniia •pscial.·-On approaching Antri l was oa 
the tender breaking qoal. I did not notice tho 
eignals. 

Ou ~totting clooe to the pointo I got an order to 
go forward and oil. I went forw.rd, nnd as I did 
so the engine took the loop, and I saw another 
engine on the loop and I called out to the driver. 
On getting on the straight I ahonted out again to 
the driver, and 81 he pot his hand on the vacuum 
the collision oocnned • 

After the oolliolon.I noticed the signals for tho 
own direction were at danger. 

-
.J.asiatant alation master Durgaper~ltatl Sagar 

Cltand.-I wao aware that the down Scindia special 
wao running on the 26th instont. 'lha No. H up 
i• a daily paos•nger train. Soindin's special was 
runnin,~~late hut I enquire~ from Dahra after giving 
lin .. olear to No. '14. up and was told that it was 
leaving Sonagir. 

1 gave Sitbouli line·olear for No. a up at 22·50 
and I gave Uabra lin•·clear Rt 23·() for the .down 
special. It is 12r mileo from Dabra to Antr. and 
Sf mil•• from Sitbonli to Antri. 1lo. 14 np left 
Sithonli at 23·5 as 1 reoeived the signals, aud the 
down speoialleft D•hra at 23·10, . 

l arranged to receive No. 14 up on the loop and 
paoo the down special through on the main li~e 
and made preparation by giving up and d~wn m.a•• 
line kayo to the mnocadom to set the loop bno pomts 
f~r turn•out on to the main at each end. ne 
did lhio and brought the loop line key• haok lo me 
leaving the main line key a in the point~ lock. f h 

I turned the point. at the JhanBl end o t a 
station to conneot with main line in order to ~~ep 
the section clear up to the aut·going tra1hng 
points, ~ide order 3 of Wo•·king Time Table, Part. If: 

Thoro were no signa!. given for tho down spema • 
oignals were lowered for the np passenger and.oho, 
came in and i: wao on the platform. .A.a t.he dnver 
threw down the hoop and pouch with ball_voncber, 
Sithonli to Antr!, 1 picked it np and went 1nto the 
office to clear the section. • 

I had no time to ~tnd for the keyo to the po1nts 
before I heard the noise of the collision, WheN I 
heard the noise I oamo outside aud the guard of tl:-
14 np w•a coming np. I obowed him that , e 
signalo of up lo~p only were lowered to recj've 
No, 14 up ; then I took the keyo from the np cop 
eignallook and the up loop signal waa pot to daoger. 
-then the key waa sent to the points. 
. The collision ooonrred at 23·31. 

I had no converoation with the driver of the down 
speoial about oi!rnals. · 

When the ai;..ala were lowered for the up ~ra~ 
l noticed the baok light of the down distant s1gn 
ohowed a white light. . • 

In regard to my statement above ao ~o ral8l~~ 
th~ np loop oignal, I . mean that the s1gnal w 
raaed firot and then I took tbe key out, 

h . h' Jameo F. Wright, guar~ of H. H. Ma ara1a nd 
•p•cial.-We ran through all atations, up to 1 

including Dabt-a which we pBBsed at 23·1t· 



I did not oee the Antrl down oignala. There 
,. .. only one brake which was crowded with follow• 
era and I could not move about freely. 

After tho collision I went up to the driver, who 
""' a tanding with the Maharajah and took the 
lino·cloar poooh and hoop from him-be wao 
dazed and 'stnpid·lik-and brought the ~line­
clear up to 'the station maoter on duty. I did not 
thiok of looking at the signal• to oee how they 
1tood, until tho assistant station master asked mo 
to oeo them-this was about ten minutes nfter tho 
eolliaion; they were then all at danger for both 
up and down. . 

I did not look back to see the book light of tho 
distant signal ao we passed ; I should think we 
•ere going 20 to 25 miles an hour when we paBied 
tho facio if points. 

I felt tho brake alighlly as we got on the points 
-it wu not pot on after at all. 

The driver was only dazed from tho shook, not 
aleopy nor from any other inlluence. 

Xachu, pointaman on !tAo south or down 
facing pointa.-On the night of tho collision, 
I went on tbo down faoiolf points when tho up 
possenger left Sithonli 1 the llabu (miataat station 
master) had aont me there. 

He told me " the special hao loft from Dab ra, 
you go to the pointo and show a red light towards 
tbe in•coming train.'' 

The points were eet for the main line for the 
mail ; then the muooadam aot the points both sideo 
for the tranship, and they remained ao for the next 
train, a good a from J hansi ; and &fter that they 
remained set for the atation line until No. 14 up 
eamo in, 

3 

hI wao on the point. wl>on the opcclal caml. 1 i 0j1~ at red Ugh~ and aa she came on the pointo 

t 
c~ on to the dn•er; I saw the driver •• tho 

ram poosod, he was oitting. 

f 
I could se.o the distant aignal white back light 

rom the pomte. 
Tho station aignlli w., red. 

Krialu1a BrikbAan, auisla~at mu('rtJdt~m, Antri. 
-When the up pmong<r Jdt Sithoull tho llab11 
gave tbe keya (main line) of Loth tho t.cing poiot 1 
and told me to turn tho pointa at both coda to 
the loop. 1 did so and bron~lot back tbo • loop line 
looked' ke.!'• to the Dabu, theN os. oC tho keys wcro 
3 and 4. I gave them to tho llabn. 

Then the poasongor left Sithonli and the D•bu 
gave the key (No.4) to tho oignolmon and to!J him 
to lower tl,a up oigonlo, Chandi, pointnon wu 
on tbo points, Sithonli side. ' 
~he down spacial had also loft and thoro woo a 

po1ntaman on tho Dobra side facing points. The 
posoon~er came into the a tnt ion on the platform line; 
and had stood about 2 minuter, and Dohu had taken 
the signal key out, having put tho oi{;nal to doug•r 
first and sent the key by the oi~olman to the 
Sithouli aide polnta to have them oot for tho maio 
line; then the Dabu wont inside and the opocial ran 
In and at rook the up rns•engcro. 

I wao then on the platf<~rm near the offioo wailin~ 
for the aosiotant otatioo maetor to glre me tho key to 
go to the Dabra Bide pointe, and oct them for tba 
main line. 

Tho oigaalo wel'e all burnlog, thou on tbe mala 
abowlng rod lights to Dabra,~ond I could oeo tho whih 
baok light of tho down distant signal. 

FINDING. 

We find that the driver is responsible for the accident in that he ran against fi;::nals, and 
that the assistant station master contributed to the a.ccident by brc1ch of order 20 (slip~) 
{)f Working Time Table, Part 11. 

J. s. LUIBI!llT, 

Pl'esident. 
T. W. BoNNEll, 

Mem~er. 

R. C.'II BARNAI!D, 

Member. 

Remarks by tlte Government Inspector of Railway•. 

I agree with the finding. 
As there was some question and doubt a.bout driver Watson'• eyesigt.t being good DJld 

whether he was colour-blind or not, I called for a. medical certi6c1to on this matter, a copy 
<~f which is attached a.s Annexure No 1. 

Whether the assistant station master was further guilty of a. breach of rule• in giving line: 
clear for the down special depends on whether stations on the Great Indian 1'cninsula Rail way 
(or this station in particuiar) are class 'A! or class 'D' stations under Chapter V, General 
Rules for open lines, 1~06. In paragraph S of the preface issued with the Company's Gencrl>l 
Rules it is stated that the system under which all trains on the Great Indian Peninsula 
Ra}h!ay are worked is the absolute block syetc~~~; as ~escribed in Chapter V, Rule~ 02 to 114, 
It 1s 1mportant that this sub-division of all stattous mto classes should be duly not1fied. 

C. S. ROSE, :r.Iuon, u.E.,r . 
Government In1pector, 

JJocument1 accompanyin!l :-
. Annexure No. 1.- Certifica.te granted by the District Surgeon, Great Indian Peninsula 

Railway, Jhansi, to Mr. S. J. Wa.tson, driver. 

Remarks oy tits Senior Government l••pector of Railway•, Luc!tnow. 

I concur. 
C. P. SYKES, 

&nior Government ln1pector 
TAe Brd December 1907. 



Appendix: XV to the abstract. return ofaccidents on Indian rail· 
· ways for the twelve months e~ded the 31st December 1907 . 

. B~port ?f the proceedings of~ committ.ee of, enquiry wMc!J assembled at 
.Slwvam statzon, Mysore State ?'asltoay, to wvestzgate the circu111sta11ccs 1muc1• 

w~ich a collisio~ w~~ averted betw~en :ty os. ~3 ttp and 200 doron goods trains at 
msle 66 betweer6 AJJampu1' and Sh1van' statzons du1•ing the ea1·lg flours of t!Je 
16th September 1908. 

The committee was composed of the following oflic,·r3 :­

It. BERRY, lJi•trict Engineer, PresideNt, 

S. J. MERCER, lJiatriel Traffic S!1pel'i•ztendent~· 
' Members, 

C. P. MoLLOY, .Diatrict Locomotive Supel'i11tentlent 

DESCRlPTIONe 

In this• ca£e No. 200 down goods train, which had left Sbivani, mile 6H, at 0-6 hours, 
was brought to a stand at mile 66-7, the driver having noticed the head lights of No. 2S up 
goods train, which bad left Ajjampur, mile 681, at 0-H hours and which train wa9 similarly 
brought to a stand at mile 66-lS-tbe distance between the two trains when both wore brought 
to. a stand being about 500 yard!. The line at the place where the drivers saw each other' a 
lights was fortunately straight. 

EVIDENCll. 

H • .J.tlam•, dnvw.-I waa driTer of 23 up ou 
16th Septembor 1907. I left Ajjampur at 0-14. 
houra or 4 minutea late. I received theline•olear 
ticket produced. After having gone about lt mile 
I noticed a w:hitelight and 2 red lilchta, BO knew 
it waa a train; I then otopped. When the train 
stopped l got down to plaoe fo11oignalo to protect 
my train. I then heard the driver of the other 
train whietling for brakes. On my Une·clear ticket 
the alation maater of Ajjampur had endor•ed that 
200 dowu was ruuuiul{ late, 

When I saw th~t 200 down had come to a atand 
and thai the driver of 200 don had got down (by 
aeeing lijlhto leave the engine) then l went foro·ard 
to meet h1m. He told me that he had a line·olear 
'and I told him that I had one too. 

He asked me to ehow him myline·olear aud I 
asked him to abow me hi•; the line·olear tioketl 
appeared lobe correct. 

Doth train a then went to Ajjampor, 
On my first arrival at Ajjampur from Jlirur I 

oaw the •••ietant statio11 maeter who · wal properly 
dressed. I wao not delayed for · oignala wbeu 
·~\'roaching Ajjampur from the aouth. I arrive~ at 
AJJBmpur from Bi•·nr at 0·16 hour.. I arr1ved 
book at Ajjampur at about 1-20 houra and I •aw the 
same. assiolantatation maoter there whom I had eeen 

. ! befo~e. I ~eked him to esplain, and be ·~!d, "I 
neyer gave hne·clear to Shivani for 200 down. 

.4.ntrmy, lit firematt of 200 down.-I was first 
Groman of 200 down, the driver of whioh io on leave. 
We received a line-olear tioket at Sbivani and left 
for _Ajjampur. Allor fravellio~t about 5 mil•• we 
notiCed the lighta of a train. We immediately took 
otepo to stop the train aud pulled up at mile V6·7, 
:Meanwhile tbe other train whiob. turned out to be 
2a up, had alao atopped. ' · , · 
. After oome diac~ion we followed the other tnun 
1nto Ajjampor. · . .. 

Fi., .4.Ametl, guard of 200 down.-I wao gnard 
of 200 down a.ud anived at Shivaoi at right time 
aud lefl 2 minuteol•te, 0·6. . • 

I got the line•clear tickel from the IIBIOtant 
•tallonmaater and gave It personally to the drinr. 

On arrival. at Sbivani [ went Into tho oflioo and 
folllld tho assistant station master at hi• inotrument. 

- 'lnnn ., 

I then went out to attend to oome ohuotlog, and ou 
mr return the aoeiataut ototiou muter was otill at 
bia instrument, but bad jnat rece!Yed line·olear from 
Ajjampur. lie complained th•t tbore had boon 
delay in getting lloe·olear. He told me that ha had 
tried to get lino•olear "oicl" (i, o,, oicl IIoadurga 
ro•d and Biruo·), but I uuderotand that after all he 
bad obtained it direct. The aeoiat .. nt otatiou maotor, 
Shinni, filled np tbeline•olear ticket In my prooo!Wo. 

O'n arrival at Ajjampur tbe atatiuo maotcr d oniod 
that he h•d given line·oloar for 200 down. 

While diocuaaing the ocourrenoo when the. 2 tralno 
were otandiug facing ucb othor, I oow the hne·eloar 
ticket of 23 up aud it wao endoroed that !100 dowa 
waa running late. · 

Nagaratham, guard of 23 vp.-I wu guord of 
No. 23 up. I left ' miout•~. late from lJir~r at 
23·18 aud arrived at O·U ot AJJampur otoll 4,m•outeo 
late. AI Ajjampur I went and got hoe'<llear 
from tho uoutanl alation mooler, who bad ,, road.r 
aud was awake and oittiog at tho t~ble. I uko~ 
tho assistant otation maoter "Where 11 200 down. 
He replied, "I bare alreadyendorocd that 20,0 down 
is ruunlog late." 1 bod no conenatoon '!'tb tho 
JOBiotsnt otatlon maater, but took lho hne·olenr 
tick•t and handed It oYtrl'enonally to tho driY>r, 

After the l'fsrted colli11uD had o.oourred ond .altar 
we returned to Ajjampur, I queotwuoa tl·e auu.taot 
otation maeter and be told me that he had uot ~ron 
Jine'<llear for 200 dowu, bul uid ho baa """"'ed 

rivate :No.l4 for 23 up \loe-clcar. 
p Tf'" kler trGjJitJ iup•clor.-I am lbt lraffio 
in• ~~~r of thi• oeotion. 1 ino~ectod the line-clear 
bo.'ko of Sbiyaol after th~ acc•~ent. I fonud that 

hUe full eutriel are modo •• Allampnr'o book for 2a u ' there are oo corre!lp~nd_ing eotrlt>~ w~a~n., 
io tb!booh at8hivanl, and llmolarlr wbllo 6blfanl 

ha mpleta rulriel for 200 dowa thoro aro no 
I co . Ail 

<orr .. ponding entneo d ·~pur.) f 23 iJ 
The rinto :No. on tha hno-c ear . or . ap 

NG. 14. tul from an loopection of Sh"aDI pnute 
:No obeet No.2 obould have beeo lho namber. . s· "larlr tho printo No, oD tutllne•cloar t•c'ut. 
of 280 dowa i• :N ... a. whilo it oho.ld han been 

No. 8. • 1 t·•· ltn' T, Jldm4lfi14UIY_ Ir,lr, tJII .. Ia11 I a. lOll tnal f 

SAi~ani.-Traln No. 200 down Loft lloodurga l!oad 



At 23-39, ond I applied for line• clear for it to 
Ajjampur at 23-45. . • • 

From the time I apphed I was calbng Without 
receiving any reply. I was calling him for 6 minutes. 
I then applied v;d Hosdurga Hoad. 1\Iy mea• 
sage attached, marked A, is the one I sent. 

Hoodurga Ru•d replied to me :·.try again for 5 
minutes and if you •••not get Auampu•· I shall 
take via." Then I again called Ajjampur. Still no 
anawer. 

Then I 01\Ued Hoadurga road and signalled my 
messa"e (line olear enquiry mes•age marked A). 
A~:;n I called Ajjampnr-by this time the train 

200 down ~:ooda bad arrived-ond after the arrival 
of the train Ajjampur answered .. 

I signalled my line-clear enqnil'y at O·l hours and 
he gave n•e a reply ot 0·3 hours and 200 down started 
at 0-4. I gave him 011t report at 0-6. Then I l~y 
down.· 

About 10 or 12 minuteo after Ajjampnr called me 
and offered me train out. I was bothered and said, 
"why did yon not clear section and ask line-clear 
of me"'. Be replied," I forgot "• 

.( at once s.nt for station master and permanent 
way in,pector and oent men behind the trtm to call 
·out, and' sent my accident message to all concerned. 

Afte•·wards I heard from Ajjampnr thot the train• 
had •rrived safely. . . 

Oro11·examined by District Tra{fi4 Superinten• 
deni.-I<:ommenced to oa11 Ajjampnr f.,r line·clsar 
at 23-4-5-the time entered in my book. I called 
him for 5 minutes (this brings nato 23-50). . 

I then wrote ·out the meBBage, this occupied 2 
minnt•s (nil to 23·52). Hosdnrga Road said," TrJ 
again "-th1s conversation took 2 miuntea (23·64)• 
'l'hen I tried again for 5 minutes, i, e., up to 23·69 
-then I wired this message which took about 1 
mionte, o. '• (24-00). 

On my record I have booked 23·5ii. Hosdnrga'a 
record shows 0·1 to 0·2-a discrepancy of 6 minntea. 

In my ori~inal statement I oaid, I fioa11y asked 
line-clear from Ajjampur at 0·1 sod reoeivad hill 
l'Pply at 0·3. According to Hoadnrga thio was the 
time I was wiring to him, . 

I signalled the '' out repol't " at 0·5, · which is 
ll minutoa before tbe alleged departure of 23 np 
from Ajjampnr. -

J signalled overy word uoing ab~reviationa in the 
line·clear message, taking down the wordo from the 
inatrnment. For u down .. I use Do. For " Line• 
clear " I use L. C. 

1\Iy reason for using these abbreviation• ill to 
oave time. It is imposible to oignal in full and not 
delay troins when there it a croBBiug. 

Recalled.-I gave no line•clear for 23 n p. 
I received uo application for lioe-olear for it and 

I gave no private No. 
l know that 23 up was running. 
When acknowledging private nnmben I repeat 

them a. acknowledgment, 
Qu.,t;o,. b!J a .. i.tant .tatio" ma.ter, .Ajjam• 

pur.-llid I te11 yon or not that 23 O:p left at 23·18 
fl'om Birnr P 

.A.n•tcer.-No. I wao not informed that 28 np 
left at 23·18 from Birnr. 

Que•ti011 by at~i1tant elation master, .A.jjam• 
. l""·'"·Ia it true or not that you aaked me at about 
23·39 "where is 23 np" P 

.A.naw .... -No. I did oot 18lt you. 
Quedion b,v arsiltan' •tatio11 ma1terJ .A.Jjam• 

pur.-Do you or have yon •ver deputed any one to 
do your work in oignalling lioe•clear P 

.d,.,.,er.-No. · 
Q.u.eation &y ani1tt1n.t 1tatio11 mallet•, .A.jjam• 

pur.-Doea your brother-in-law, who wao under 
guard of 200 down on that datA!, know signalling p 

.A.n1wer.-Yea. He knows it a little. 

.Statement by aui1tant etati011 mtUter .A.jjam­
pur.-oa a former occBBion thio oame brother-io·law 
13. Subb!ah, talked from the Ajjompur Instrument t~ 
Shlvanl, oo I know ~hat he oan oignal quite well. 

.Stat!ment of tUrutant dation ma&lsr SMvani 
- contanved. ' • 
b :Was employed •n tie Southern 1\Iahratta railway. 
~ ore my present engagement. I firot joined ao 

llgoo\lir on the 1\Iysore State railway abou' 20 year• 
ago. commenced "' Clooepet elation on Ra 12 !:d mFnt\ IRha,~e been at· both Pascbimav;hinl 

reno nou as signaller, I admit I wa1 aloo 
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station master at Hirehalli. I lofo Hirohall' 
account of sickness. 1\Iy siokneos was feve 1 on 
cold. I went to Hoopital for it-the Hospi~ J""d 
Bang .. lore, 8 at 

Mr. Putana Che\ty was the District Trullic ~ 
intende~t when I wao •tation master at Hi;e'h~ili. 
I was o1ek for more than a year and that io h' 
I left tho service. I received no leaving certifi; 1 J 
but wao advised thnt, owing to my !on a sickn: '• 
m1 place had b•en filled up. " "• 

I was doing ~rivate work for 10 or 12 year.. 
When I apphed for work ou the ra•lway agai 

I did not state that I had already been employed" 
I went to the oigna!ling clas• at Bellary for S mootb; 
as I had forgotten everything. 

My reason for not stating that I was an old 
servant of the railway ,when I rejoio~d was that I 
had forgo! ton my work, 

I was pleader'• clerk to Mr. Rsghavacharlu on 
Rs. 10 a month before I wa• re•engaged. 

1\Iy brother·io-law, onder gunrd Subbiah ., 
soon as he came to atatioo, woa ordered by' the 
chief ~tnard to attend shb.ntin~e. He never came 
into Telegrnph oflioe. 

Dattatraya Bha1kar, a11i1tant 1lation ma1ter 
of .&jjampu·r.-I am the assi•tant station m09ter 
of Ajjampnr. 

I knew that 200 down ran every day unle" 
cancelled. 

I also knew that 23 up was running-it is not a 
regular train and has only run once before oince I 
have been at Ajjampnr, on which occasion it crossed 
200 down at my station. 

I waa rather confneed on thnt day as to whether 
these two trains were_ to orosi at Ajjampnr or at 
Shivani. 

The reason for my confusion was that the time 
table for the manganese special conflicts with the 
working time table, in that 23 up Is shown as dne 
to leave at 0·14. and 200 down magaoese speoial to 
arrive at 0-2a, the crossing being marked at my 
Btation, 

23 up left Birnr at 33·18 aod after 10 minot" 
I told Shivani that No. 23 up left Birur at that 
time. After waiting 10 min11tea I told him "if 200 
down be lata give me line·olear for 23 up ".-He 
BBid" wait", After a few minutes I wrote out line· 
clear enquiry and o!E•red him R. R. R., hut he said 
"wait". After a while I went out to tell the portm 
and told the jemadar to man the points. I was 
waiting on the platform to aee if I conld sea the 
train. 

I returned to the office at exactly midni.;ht. T~en 
I ca11ed Shivani and tQid ~lm "train arriving, giVe 
line-clear soon if 200 down be late." 

He gave me line-clear onder his private No. H. 
I repeated it again-he aaid "yeo", 

The11 I wrote out the line-clear ticket; io the 
meanwhile the train No: 23 up ardved and the 
gna1·d and driver both came inside. 

I gnve lioe·clear ticket to the guard and mado 
remark that 200 down waa running late. 

The guard insisted oo my ioi~ialliag th~ remark, 
bnt I told him that tho whole line-clear t1cket was 
signed and so there waa no neceosity for initialling 
t~e remark • 

He asked me," Is 200 down ruaoiog l•t• '' P 
I told him unless it be late he would not· have 

given line·clear. Then he handed over the line·clear 
ticket to the driver and the train started. 

Then I eame to the office and oall•d Shivani and 
offered the n out report:• .. 

- He asked me "what train have yon started. I 
told him what wonderful question is this P" No. ~d3 
up, juol yon g•ve line-clear for.~ Then he S&l • 
No. 200 down had left. I asked him, H wh? gave 
yon line-oleor and when did yon aok." " It •• yo~ 
that gave line-clear (he eaid) onder private No. 14.t 
I told him "there is no such number iu my ahee 
and I have not given you line-cle•r," . 

Then I went out, called porte11 to ran heh10d thd 
train exhibiting danger signal aa Shivani bad otarte 
a train. I ran beyond the facing points uo,d my 
porters went up to the place where the to>~n wa1 
standing. · . ' ard 
• While I waa asking Shivani for line•olear I he 
Birnr instrument offering •ome R. R. R. mesaagj' 
I thought it to he a co!Dmon message, and ' 0 

told him to wait. · 



Then I asked for line-clear and go! it from 
Shivani. 

Crol8·e ramination.-At about 23-4.5 I first asked 
Shirani for l1nc-olrar for 23 np. I cannot s&y what 
rut the idea in my bead. that 200 down might 
runlate. • 

I had not notioed the errors Ill the time tables 
till the 15th when lookin~r at it after ~~ up bad 
left Birnr. I am on duty all day at AJJ•rnpur on 
waohing work. , _ 

I signalled eyery word of .the. hns-eclar e?quiry 
to Shivonl and wrote down direct from the matru. 
roent every word of his reply. Tbe abbreviation• 
were u Froru " and u To station maater" orn.i.tted : 
., Worda " and 11 Time" I received : I reoefved 
,. Dn "for .. Down ••- "L. C.'' fo1• "Line clear ••, 

1 hove never found out up to date what Biror 
wanted to ask in the B. R. R. msasags. 

I was told by braks•man Govindappa of 3 up that 
p>rhaps it was the brother of the assistant shtion 
master, Sbivani, who signalled the messa~e. 

1 know that assistant station roaster, Shivani, 
is subject to fits of madness and has on this account. 
been to Hospital. · 

He was elation master at, 1 think, Hirehalli and 
ran away in a mad lit from the office, and on this 
account be was reduced to the poet of assistant 
'ltation master. I hear that this man has about 
20 yean' oorvice and that he has been fr<quently 
reduced. · 

I received no application for line·clear for 200 
·down !foods, gave no reply and received no "out 
report.' · . · 

, It io my custom to repeat ths priv•te nnmben 
back to the alation, aendin~: them by way of 
acknowledgment. 

Qu,.tion by assi1tane •tation maat•r, .SAiDani.­
From what time to what time on.the date in question 
were you at the instrument P · 

.dnsww.-I was in the office up to 23·4.5; then 
I went out and returned at midnight, and while I 
was in the o!lice I was attending the instrnment. 

Q~~tltion hy assistant 1lation ma1te,., Sflivani.­
We•·s you asked line·olsar for 200 down at 0·0 
ilounP 

.d••w.,., -No. You did not ask me. 
Q11B81i<m 3.-Did you receive " OUt report " f~r 

200 down P · 
.dnsww.-I heard nothing of 200 down till I 

gave !' out report " for 23 up. 
Questio,. 4 .-Why did you not receivs the 

X. B. B.R. me .. age from BirnrP 
.dn•wer,-1 did not hear X. R. R. R., but only 

R. R. R. and as 1 was asking for line-clear I said 
,., wait ••. 

Qustion 5.:.... You endorsed on the line·clear ticket 
·of 23 up that 200 down was running late. How 
did you ascertain tbio P 

.dniU>er.-Yon did not tell me that it wao running 
late but 1 assumed • it on getting line·olear from 
:yon. 
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Slatement ofdr·ivu Trak•!i•ld lake11 at Jla,q.r• 
lo••• ora 23rd Septn>aber 1907.-I was driv-.· of :No 
200, down of 15th S.•pterobcr from Jllarihar to' 
Amk~rs. I reached Sl,ivani about right time and !cit 
tw? mJDu!ea lat.. I have heard the llal•mrnt rol 
dr1ver Adams of 23 up o.nd agree with "·hat h&aay!l. 

Before I left Shhnni, i t'l'ce-ive{l tho line•clt'i\1' 
ti~kst from Subbinb, the ~ondor gnar.\ of my train. 
~ r.sver h~rd !hers woo any diffic11lty in ~··ttinK tho 
hne·clear. Ihs JP.madar attendoJ to the ah11ntin~ ftnJ 
I never saw the assistant ata:ion master of ~hi\~'nr. 

On ntrival at Ajjampnr I got o!f th.! 
engine and went to the t~tntion mn!Ur'• offico 
and a.sk~d th,e assiatant 1tation mn•tt>r why 
he hod g1ven J,ne·oloar for my t1aln. llo "l'li"l 
tho\ bo had not ~iven lice·olear for 200 down but 
had applied and got line-cleat for 23 up, nnd h~ alaa 
told liB that the private No. U woo nnt on bi• 
oheet. The under g•ard Subbinh, who .-ao prmnt 
at this conversation, then statl'd t11at l1e wn~ in 
the Shivani alation office ancl l•enrJ Ajlampnr giving 
line·clear and private No. H for 200 down. (I 
understand that under guard SnbLh•h undorat.mda 
oignalling.) When Subhiah snid to tho n88i,tant 
ototion maoter, Ajjampnr, "1 h•ard you gi•o a 
as private No!' the Rtashtant Bta.tion maRter replioJ. 
"No. 14, was the Numbor I repeated whoa r••coiving 
lins·olear for 23 up." 

Jlrakesman Subbiah.-1 was broke•wao of 2110 
down goods from llarihar to Araikero ou 15th 
September. On arrival at Shivanl my guard toh\ 
roe tn g•> and attach one empty whloh woo bookod 
to Birur, and to attend ta the ohnnting, During 
shunting oporationa he cams to lwlp me. Aftor 
allD nting was over I ohsohd the couplingo of 
tho train; while I w•s doina thio tho guard went 
to the a:ation office and re\nrnod with the line·clcor 
ticket, We then both wont togehher to the engino 
ond my guard bonded over the llnc·clear ticket to 
tha driver. I cannot aay whether tbe lino•ol<or 
ticket · wao oignod b7 the guard or not. The tral n 
was atorted. 

I did not go into the office at Shivnni ot all. 
I did not hear theline-ol•ar for 200 down being 

given by Ajjampur. 
I know the alphabet in Mor.e olgnollinJl . 
I have never oignalled a meaaa~e on the Mo1~o 

jnstroment. · 
My brother•in•law, who io the aA~iatanl otatian 

master ot Shivani,taoght me oignalling. , 
I learnt oi~nalling on a Dummy 10atrument 

whioh I lost ot Nanjangud oboul 3 ycoro •II•• whon 
my brother-in-Jaw wao oignaller thre • 

Note--Thia witneal baa made up hi• ~iad that be 
wa.B oocnpied in ah~ntina and knol'l'l nothing of whllt, 
happen ad at Sbivan~ 
'Vbe~ questioned about what aotaallJ oroaned oa 

arrival of bia train at A.j~a.mpor he flrat do~lod all 
knowledge or anJ cou· .. er~atloD, aad then ad1~utlod. be 
d'd hear the whole of the at.o.! ooncornod daiCDIIIII'll 

the a,erted collision. 

Summary of t!te evirlence. 
- . · t' ' fl'ctio"' ·eo they The evidence of the assistant station roasters of the two sta 1008 18 con 1 "'k' th . 

' . b t "th t b 'nno able to rna ·o c1r 
"Were called together and questioned each other u ·WI 0~. Cl o th t a••istant o!aiion 
statements a!!Tee. The only other information that was ehctted whae h ~ .1 an·' 

0 f t h · h e au eupprc••cu- u master, Shivani, ba:s served on this railway before-a ac. "' IC • A.. ur 
that his health had been the cause of his leaving. The asststaot stab~o m~b~cr, · LJadlec~ 
asserts that this ill-health on the part of the assistant station roa: cr, th t n·.~m~aa f •vcr 
mental; but the assistant station master, Shivani, d~nies tbi~ and t~i~ c:ub ·c'~t ~od a"iotant 
he su:ll'ered from. In any case wo have no further mforroat10n on ~ 
~tation master, Shivani, appears to be sane now. 

S. J, MERCER, 
lJistrict Traffic Superintendent, JJangalore. 

C. P. 1\IOLLOY, 
IJistrict Loco. Saperi"tentlenl, Ban:~alore. 

R. DERRY, 
])illrict EnJineer, JJanJalore. 
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:Finding. 

We find that this accider.t occ;:~rred owing to the assistant station masters at Ajjam 
and Shivani having failed to observe the rules in force ~or line-clear messages laid downp~ 
Appendix D, Part I, Chapter 4 of· the General Regulations. 

The line-clear books of Ajjampnr show that he applied for line-clear for 23 up good 
and 1·eceived it from Shivani. with P. N. 14. The books of Shivani with regard to this 
train contain no entries whatever. Similarly the line-clear books of Shivani show that h: 
applied for line-clear for 200 down goods and received it from Ajjampur with P. N. 14 
The books of Ajjampur with regard to this train contain no entries whatever. · 

We are of opimon that instead of applying for and receiving line-clear messa"'es as• laid 
down in the rules, the messages have gradually been so abbreviated as to "consist 0~ 
a few letters only-for exam'(>le "L. C.," "P. N.," instead of the full messa"'e, With. 
regard to these trains Ajjampur's books show that be received line-clear for 23 "up gooda 
at 0-3 hours, and the books of Shivani show that he received line-clear for 200 down also 
at 0-3 hours, i.e., at the same minute, and we are of opinion that these very much 
abbreviated and irregular line-clears were· misunderstood by both assistant station masters 
Shivani being under the impression that he had received line-clear for 200 down, whereas tb~ 
message he received was really an application for line-clear for 23 up, and vice versa. 

We recommend that both assistant station masters be summarily dismissed. 
We are of opinion that the present system of signalling by Morse instruments is 

unsatisfactory, and we consider that the time has arrived when this system should be 
superseded by a staff line-clear system such as Robert's key staff when such accidents could 
not occur. 

S. J. MERCER, 
lJiatrict Traffic Superintendent, Bangalore. 

. C. P. MOLLOY, 

IJiatric~ Locomotive Superintenilent, Ba'/Jgalore. 
R. BERRY, 

lJistrict Engineer, Bangalm. 

Remarks hy tlie Govern'ment Inspector of Railways. 

I agree with the· finding which was arrived at in consultation with me. The cause of 
this averted collision is l'emarkable in that both stations endeavoured to obtain line-clear, 
and but, fo1· apparently the absolutely simultaneous transmission of the very abbreviated 
(" L. C.") enquiry message, nothing untoward would have occurred. _ 

. ':!-'here _is. no. doubt each statio~ master took the other's enquiry to be the reply to 
· h1s; and th1s 1s corroborated by the pr1 vate number 14. 

Thi~ ayerted accident is another proof of the necessity for supplanting the r.ror.se by 
Automat1c mstruments. Up to date 10 Robe1·t's key . instruments have been supphed to 
the stations from Londa to Hubli, while arran"'ements are bein"' made for further supply. 
to release all the Morse instruments. _ "' . "' · 

The Agent has written as follows :...,.. 
"I have the honour to state that both the assistant station masters to blame will be 

dismissed the. Company's service. . 
"2. W1th regard to the concluding paragraph of the finding, I beg to state t~at 

the necessity for the introduction of an approved type of instrument for signalling trau~s 
has !'-!ready received attention, and the .fitting of Robert's key staff block instrument IS 
now 10 progress between Poona and Ban,.alore." 

I am further oE opinion that the~e lengthy te1egrap1:1 messages necessitated by_ t~e 
Morse code should be abolished. These messa,.es take some 4 minutes to transm1t ~ 
signalled as _directed in. the Rules, and it is unfair to expect station masters to waste this 
amount of time especially when crossing trains. As a matter of fact the messa!:{eS are 
always abbreviated as pointed out by the committee in their finding. l consider all 
lil)e·clear messages should be compulsorily transmitted by Bell code. 

C. T. R. SCOVELL, 

Government Inspector of Railways. 
Dlianoar, 18t4 Octo~er 1907. 

RemtJrka by tlie Senior Government ln1pector of Railways, Bomhay. 

I agree wit\! the finding and .the remarks ~f the Government Inspector. 

J. S. BROWN, 

Bombay, Btl. November 1907. 
. Senior Gove1'11ment Inspector. 



Appendix XVI to the abstract . return of accidents on Indi:tn 
railways for the twelve months ended the 31st December 1907. 

Report of the proceedings of a committee of et1quiry 1chicil assemUeJ at 
Sa~ai B_anjara station, North '!_estern l'ailway, 011 tlie 2SU1 MayJD07, 
to tnvesttgate the cause of the colltszon at tltat statim o11 the 23th Jllay 
1907, between No. 12 down passenger a~d atJ up special goo<ls traj1,, 

'l'he committee was composed of the following officers :­

E. J, VER\l.IEB.KS, Executive E1tgineer PmideNC 

• K. M. Krn.KBOPE1 J)istrict Locom,otive Superi11te•dent ~ }Mmbm. u. c. SJNDYS, 

C. S. RENNICK, 

. CAMPLING, 

Officiating District Traffic Superintendeltl 

Government I napector of Railway a 

Inspector, Government Railf!Ja!J Police 
} Pr:ae11t. 

DESCRIPTION. 

Atabout4·20 hours on the morning of 25th May 1n07, at Saral Banjara, No; 12 down, whilo 
being backed on to the loop line in order to allow.No. 4 down mail to pass, collided with an up 
special goods which had· been received on the loop line and which, for some reason, bll.Ckcd 
at the same time, thus the two brakeva ns of the two trains met, causing damage to ten 
vehicles of 12 down and seven vehicles of the up special goods amonntin~r, approximately, 
to Rs 3,000, slight injuries to two or three passengers and severe injuries to the gu~l'd of tho 
up special goods which necessitated his removal to hospital. A sketch of the site of tho 
accident is attached. · 

In the confusion resulting from this accident, in which 12 down passenger fouled the 
np facing points, the line-clears for 4 down mail were sent out and another serious accident 
was only just avel'ted by the signals having been put np against 4 down mail in time. 

EVIDENOE. 

E. E. HumpAriBB, T'afllo In1peclor,- I was a 
l'asoonger in 12 down of May 25th. At Saral 
llanjara I waa owakoned by a oevo•·• shook. I 
got up at onoa out of the oarrioge and proceede<l 
towards the engine. On enquidng from the Sre!llan 
what waa the matter he informe<l me that the train 
had. colli<le<l with a goods train which was also 
backing. l then wont off to leo what had happened. 
1 noticed that lino·clear clips were being hold for 
a train to run through. Knowing that tho engine 
of 12 down wao foulin11 tho trailing points I asked 
the assistant atstion maator wby . tho man wao 
standing with the lino•olear hoopa ; he informed ma 

. tbot No. 4. down had left Sadhoo Gar h. I then 
asked him if he was aware that 12 down wao fouling 
the trailing points ; at the oame time I called to 
the man holdln~: the hoopa to bring them back and 
ordered tho asoiota11t otation master to at onoe raisa 
tho homo signal, which was down to danger. On 
eeoing that tho main line waa oleor for the recep• 
tion of 6 down and eatiafying myself that obo bad 
oome to a atand ontoide the outer home, I ordered 
aignala to be lowered for ber reception and stopped 
her oppooito tho alation building. Up opecial gooda 
was rnn forward and 12 down waa backed to cl•ar 
the trailing points for 4. down, After oati.fying 
mJoolf that trailing points were oltar I ordered 
line.olear to be given to tho guard of ' down. 

-
B. BircA. driDtr.-1 wao the driver of 12 down 

on the 251h in.tant, lily train arrived at Sara! 
:&njara to time. When m.r train wao otopped at 

the eouth end of the main lino tho asslotant olatlon 
master on dnty camo ap and told roo to draw out 
and back on to the loop line, ao 6 down mail wao 
expected, i'he asoistant station mooter oamo to '!'" 
about G minnteo after I otopped. Doth the ...... 
tant elation master and the pointoman gave II!" 

_hand oignalo to go &bead, then to olo~ and ng01n 
to back. Doth tbcoa men were on tho 11de of tbt 
main line away from t~e otatioo 1•lalform. I backed 
my train under theoe 11~nal., and whon th.o braknan 
next to roy engine wa1 enter•ug the JIOI~t. I c1.• 
perienced a aevere •hock. I wa1 on the 11d1 of my 
engine toward• the tt~Atlon baiiJ.ing, and my ft.remao. 
wu oo the other 1ide. I could 1ee no . hand 11~no.l1 • 
Jt wao my fireman who waa watohlnlf th~ I•I.'Dtl.t 
from the a~~tistt.n' ttaliom rullBter. ·~d. po!Dllwo.o. 
There were 19 Yohioleo on my Iraan lOCiu~ln!; the 
brakevano and :;: oould no~ octlhe up epe•·a.t J(ood

1
• 

8 roachi~g me. Up to tho time of th~. coll,.,on 
.~~ld oee 00 bond oig~oJ... A ner tho colhoaon lloo.ked 
out on tho oppooito o•d• ol tho lana to tLe otallon, 
and the only oigoal I oboetnl ""' a greeD ~110 

• 0 b the point•m•n to back. At tho limo 
gf'~~,:" aooldent I waa fouling tho maio lino with 
~ en ino and brakenn. I roroainrl U,llfl ~Lout 
1/ mi!utoo, alter wl>1oh I wen I round my

1
tn•n to 

see tho ptont of tbo dama~o ~one. When retnrn• 
od to UlT engine, prior to moYIDg,J .. ,.. th1•td~:·•~ mall wd atandlng on tl~~ IDIID la.ne. 1 • ~CI 
uoti.o& her cowiog in. I dld uo\ notice the ~~Li~n 
of any of the &sed oignab. llh~o ~ackrl mylro1D 
011 to tho loop and cle.red lht tUID hna: . 

Dri•er Middleton woo on my eng••• "'"'• !nt 
learning tbt road. JmmeJia~IJ after tho collialOD 



b• got off to ~)];amine the damage done, and re • 
turned and told Die the details about 15 minutes after• 

Ra!.l'm Bur, fireman of 12 down on the morn• 
iog of the 25th insta'!t, 'l'he stat~me~t of th.is man 
oorrespooda •:raotly w1th that of h1s dnver, Buoh. 

• 
Mulloo, pointaman,-I went on duty at miduigU · 

on 2ith and w .. on duty till 6 houro on 25th, 
On arrival of up speoial goodo from Rajpura, the 
ot<~tion master sent me to the north faoing pointa 
with the key to admit 12 down, I travelled on the 
foot-board of the engine of the up speoial goods up 
to the point where she stopped. I then got down 
and s~t the north faoing points and locked them for 
the reoeption of Ill down on the main line. When 
the station master lowered the home signal I low• 
~red the distant signal for 12 down. After 12 down 
had passed me and come to a stand on the main line, 
I raised the distant signal and showed a red light 
to the station master •to let him know that the in• 
coming arm• ha<l. not been raised. When he sow 
this he called pot to me to leave the points looked 
as 4o down mail was expected. I kept the r•d hand 
aignal lamp towards the alation, and, after a while 
I noticed 12 down ba:k!ng towards the station ; at 
the same time the np apecial. goods which wao on 
loop backed away from me towards the station. Up 
to the time that these two trains collided I did not 
notice any red or gre>n hand signals being given 
to either of th·em, !'noticed that there were three 
red lights on the brakevan of 12 down. I did not 
1ee Rahmat, nor any other person, near tho np special 
e_ngioe. After the accident I showed my red hand 
11goal lamp towards Sadboo Garb and the incomin~ 
arm for 4o down mail was raised almost at the aam'; 
time. -;Uter a abort time this arm was again lowered 
to admtt 4o down, but the outgoing arm for 4o down 
w~a not lowered, .and abe was brought to a stand• 
stU! on ~be maiD lme opposite the station. After 
the arrtv~l of 4o down the Incoming arm wos raised 
from the slntion~ and I reversed the points and 
lowered the o~tg?mg arm for the up special gouda. 
When the m_am bne was cleared after the accident 
and .the st~t10n master for the second time lowered 
the l~comw$' arm fer 4o down mail, I alao lowered 
the Bll!t~ut 01gnal arm. 4o down was just then in sight, 

The hn~·clear for 4o down mail is alway• given 
by the·pom!sman at the north facrng points and 
by the wat~hm~n opposite the station buiiding, 
On the morning m question no lino·clear was sent 
out and 4 down mail wao made to wait. -;r. 0' Brien, gual'll.-I was ~tnarl of 12 d 
p~s~enger. on tbe morning of the 25th instant. )f 
t•am amved at Sara! BanJ'ara to t' d y 'd h .. ucoanwas rece•ve on t e mam hoe and stopped with th 
bra_kevau about opposite the station buildin 0 e 
amtva~ I ~ame into _the aosiotaut otation ~~oter'~ 
-~lteceonow:;an .tLe "Jn rieport.. ~nd enquire aBot~.t 

· Journey. was mformed b the 
s•gnaller on duty (Ama.-uatb son of K b' YR . 
th&t 4o down mail would c;oss m t ~· 1 ""!) 
:ta:ioh. d I \hen left the station and 1ou~dnth~t 1!" 
;:;ao:e ,!'i~h~u~r:,wn out towards Rajpura. Thf. 
·nn~er whoso. directfo=~0[;1"!;:• ~~~81 cannot say 
tra•n then be!ng backed on to the loa llne I oaw my 
not see any signals onder which this ~ '• I could 
I_could not see any aignals which . h bemg done • 
. glven from the aide of th r mlg t have been 
·station building as I was t "a·'"" away from the 

I I • • an '"~on the I tf cou d oee three red ta'll' ht o f p" orm, 
On \o~king towards S•dh:o ll hs "t hmy brakev:an, 
I nohced the u 8 eci 1 ar • t • ume t1me 
standing on the l!o P. a goods, ~hich had been 
troin (12 down) l J~:·· also backtng towardo my 
given to this tr;in eit~er ~~~ see h~nhy. aignalo bein-= 
I was standin 00 th er w •• 1t was backing 
otat~on bulldiJ~g, and "wt~~~hm\ about opposite th; 

{
•Rpec•al goods pasoed me I 8 t' rdkevan of the np 

am Sarup) \vas atandin .no ·~e that the guard 
red light towardo h' d . g In hts brake ohowing a 
D al)l IS liver. Ill d t" ay ' who Wus also on the pi tyf eecon. guard (Devi 
•me, and I both show d a orm With me at the 

<f up apeolal good, •w'bY t•ed lights to the driver 
.approaching"'' l:ree~ light~ e t these two trains were 

0 my knowledge were 

2 

shown to either of them from tbe J tf · 
the line, After the collision I wenl ua orm •Ide of 
the damal!e done ; then went on and .;.k~d tb .. tn\ned 
of my tram 'll'hether be could dear the ~ dnver 
I found the assistant station master (Am 111"'tb lme. 
of Goo ... nditta) near the en~ine of m tarn.• • oon 

• dftbk 0 Yr•lnThe e_nglne an ron ra evan were foulin tl • . 
hoe, We <leared tbe main line, and onl; af~erma•n 
pa•sage of 3 •P ond 4o down we removed th d the 
vebioles. I was too much taken up with" arnaged 
train to notioe any operations which weremy o_wu 

t · t' · h h . carmd ou lD conneo ton Wlt t e ••goals for 4o dow il 
I k_no'! that 4 do~n was brought to a stand ~0 mth; 
mam hoe, . I thmk_ she must have stopped about 
10 or 12 mmutes while the main line at the th 
end was being oleared. sou -Dev: Dayal.-I was second guard of 12 down on 
the morning of the 25th instant. When 12 down 
and the np special goods were backing on to each 
other I saw a.gree!' signal being given to 12 down 
from th.e station s1de of t~e line, but I saw no aignal 
bemg gtven tG the up speotal good• for her to back 
Before the collision took place llfr. 0' Brien nod j 
both showed red lights to 12 down when we "" 
what was going to happen. 

Amarnatii.-I am assistant st•tion master at 
Sarai Banjara. I was on duty at the timo of the 
acoident on the morning of the 25th instant. I cams 
on duty at 1 A.. H. and went off at 10 hours. 
Umballa up special goods arrived at my station •t 
3-55 ho'!rs and was received on the platform loop. 
The englDe stopped near the north fouling point. 
The brakevan stopped near the dead buffer at the 
north end of the passenger platform. Ths train 
contained 23 vehicle• inolnding the brakevan. :No, 
4 dowu mail io booked to pass 12 down pauenger al 
Sadhoo Garb, but on this day 4o down was running 
lste and 12 down an-ived at my station at 4.·15 hcuro 
before 4o down. 

12 down left Sadhoo Garh ~t 4-5 hours according 
to the "out report." At 4.·6 hours Sadhoo Garb 
asked me for "on arrival11 line·olear for 6 down mail, 
which ho tben r•ported was running 25 minute! 
late. According to this 4 down should have run 
through my otation at 4.-25 hours. At 3-54. hours 
I asked for "on arrival" line-clear for 12 down from 
Rajnura. At 3-58 I reneived this line-clear. When 
lle;rned that 4o down mail would pass rp.y station 
at 4.·25 bonrs I cancelled this line-clear· At about 
. 4.-7 ho·us, on arrival of 12 down, both tho guards 
of that train calC& to my office, I told them but~ 
that their train wonld not pmceed' to Rajpnra .until 

, after the paaoage of 4 down mail and that I was 
going tG put their train on to the loop line. 12 
down was received on the main line ; the engine was 
~oar the south crossing and the brat<eva? was _ot~nd· 
1ng about opposite the centre of the stat1on bn•ldmg. 
I went ant with a signal lamp to the driver of 12 
down. I o.tood near the ougine and told him ~o pu~ 
out his train and to back it on to the loop lwe .. 
showed him a green light from where I_was otandmg 
between the tracks near hi• eogme, I aloo 
exchanged a {green) signal with the head guard of 
12 down, who was at the time otanding on the 
platform . opposite his hrakevan. He alao gavo a 
green signal at the same time to hio driver to pull 
his train out. Before I gave the signol to the dnver 
to go ahead I informed the pointaman at the sont: 
points that 12 down was to ba pulled ahead an 
backed on to the loop. The pointoman then g~ve 
a aignal to the driver of 12 down to go ahead, wh•l~ 
I was talking to the driver of 12 down . an 
exchanging aignals with the gu•rd and the PO!nts• 
man. I did not observe any aignala from eJiher 
the driver or the guard of the up special goo~•· Wb~~ 
I left the station the guard of the up specml goo 
had gone off towarjls his t,.rain. 1 ' don't knoff 
where be wss while · I wao signalling to the eta 
of 12 down. · · b 

When 12 down was pulled out beyond the son~ 
points she stopped. The points were· set for t j 
i?op, and both the pointsman and myoelf gave ban 
Bl~nals to the drive•· to back on to the loop. T~e 
pointaman was standing on the aide of the m~•• 
line away from the alation, and I waa on the statiO~ 
aide of tha loop. The guard of Ill down was no 
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in his brake at the tim~. I was slandiag about 10() did I enquire, whetl,er ehe was rroocl'<linf to fl•i· 
f et away from the pOlntsman when we were both pu~, or onl,r .•hunting in tho yard. did not 
~ nalling to the driver of 12 down. I did not nohoe the po01t10n of the oigonlo referring to Ill 
'~one th~t the driver of 12 down aoknowled~ed our down. A few miontea aitn I notircd u dowD 0
• nal I did not look toward• the station while I leaving, a point.man came to my on•ino with " 
~;, si~nalling to the driver o.f 1:1 down, a~d ca!"not green lamp and said that the elation" mnotcr hnd 
say therefore, whether any signals were he1og g1ven ordered my traia to be backed in tho direcLion of n;,; from the•·•· When the brakevan of 12 do.wn Il;aipura. I can recognise thio mao, but do not know 
bad backed np to me I turned towarda the atat10n h11 name. He told m" 11e wos a polntemao, 
and observed the brakevan of the up special goods ( Ra~mat, BMtti oft!i• •tatio11, ""' Arre poinlr.l 
booking towards 1.2 down. I did not observe. any out hy MoAamtd ., tho man r<f<rrtd to). IMow 
signals being g1ven from the platform to e1ther moving, however, Ilookei towo.rda tho otalion nnJ onw 
of the approaahingtrai.ns. The_brakevan.of! the up a green band eignol being waved in my d;rMJon, i~ 
special goodo wao showmg two aide red l1ghta; 'fbe oppeared to be about opposite the renfro of tho •t•tion 
brakeran of 12 down was &bowing two or three red building. A second mBn eA. me up (idn.ti.fittl o• 
lights, I don't remember exactly whioh. Before the Mulloa, point&man) and got on to th• fo .. t·Loord of 
brakevan of 12 down came up to me I got acron tho engine; these two were talking lwtwcoo them• 
between the tracks. I there noticed the po'ntowan selv .. , bnt 1 did not hoar wh"t th•y .. id. 1 
at the south fnoin~ points waving a green hand wbiotled befor• atartin~, and while moving kopt a 
signal lamp to the driver ~f 12 down. I wa~ between look·out ~owarda the station. 1 '"'ti"'d the green 
the pointaman and the driVer of the up speoiall!!rodr,-·-·slgnal be10g g1vea me on tho pMform up to tho 
and although I oonld see thia oignal, J eannot oay · moment the oollision occurred. My firomm woo look· 
whether the drirer of the np special gooda could oee ing out on the opposite oido t•1 tue •Ia\ ion, and 
it; When 1 got betwoen tho tucks 1 showed a •·ed neither he nor I noticed any dan~" 1•i~n11l bo ing 
light to the points man at the south point• and at exhlbited up to the time of the ool\isio•>. Aft or tho 
tbe oame time called out to him to stop 12 down. collision I saw at·ed signal exhibit ·din my uiroc\ion 
I then turned the red light towards the spproaching from the station. 
up special goods and ran towards it calling out to 
tho driver to stop; bul before I got up to the engino 
the two t1·ains collidel.. Before the oolliaion the up 
special goods must have been travelling about 12 
miles per hour. The collision ooourred about 4·20 
hours. The mail train arrived at my station at 4·46 
and left at 4-49. When I got up to the engine of 
the up special goods after the collision the driver 
told me he had moved because a pointsman had givea . 

·uim the signal. When I ••ked where the pointsman 
was he asked me to come round on the station side 

·of the engine and see. When I came round on that 
side I uw only a red light being ohown from the 
platform. 1 went up to tho light aud found it w•s 
beiag shown by Devi Dayal, second guard of 12 

·down, who w•s standing on the platform near the 
•igualleve1~. · 

. Roori.-I was on duty as pointsman from mid· 
night of 24th till 6 hours on 25th. The np special 
goods from Umballa arrived lirat and was received 
on the loon line. I was at the pointe and let it ln. 
After ita arrival the home signal arms were raised 
from the atation and I brought awRy the point. koy' 
and gave it to the station master, The otation 
JllliBter then told me that a paaaenger train was 
eoming from Sadhoo Garh and aent me out to the 
iouth facing points. J waited there until the 
pa .. enger tr.in arrived and stopped on the main line. 

The station master came out with a green signal 
lamp to where tbe driver of 12 down was and SBid 
10mething to him whioh I did not hear, He then 
tame up to the crossin"' and called out lo me that 
12 down had to he baoked into the loop aa the down 
mail train had left the last station, The points at 
-the time were set for the main line, and both the 
otation master and I showed a green light to the 
driver of 12 down. The train (12 down) waa t.ben 
drawn out beyond the facing points. The pomto 
-IVers reversed for the loop, and 12 down waa si~:nalled 
back by the assistant station maeter and myself. 
The assiatant station ma•ter -waa standing on the 
alation aide of the loop line and I was at the points.at 
·the opposite aide of the main line. I did not notice 
wbal taillighte the br .. kevan of 12 down carried. 
When 12 down was backing on to the loop I did not 
eeo ~ny signala being given towards il fr~m t~o 
otat1oa. 1 did not lock towards the atataon till 
af~er the collision, aa my attention waa fixed on the 
dr1ver of 12 down. · 

Mahamed,-1 was driver in charge· of up speoia! 
{:noaa of 25th ins! \nt. My train arrived at Saraa 
llanjara at abont &-50 honro and was reoeived on tbe 
loop line. 'J'be engino wao stopped • short diatance 
away from the north fonlinf point. About a qlllll'ter 
of an honr after my arriva 12 down oame in o~d 
wao stopped on the main line oonth of my tram. 
Alter waiting there for a few minutes abe proceeded 
1n, the direction of Rajpura. I was not told, nor 

The evHenoe given by driyer 'Ma~omeJ of up 
special goods was corrobJroted 1n dot01l by Onlz•r, 
fireman of the aame train. 
N.B.-Xhi• wilnBII allo leleei•J fro'!' a,. coho_l• 

oft~o ll•tion etaD t~o 1100 poanls111•10 (11c) 
referro<l to by Malom"l ar lA~ "'"" ~rho 
8 ig11alll<l him bac.l: bejoro accaacnl. -

Ram 8Mup, guard of "1' 1pedal go_orl• f~om 
Umballll on tho 2514 M~yl90l.:-!t Sora> Da~Jor• 
my train was near the pomts leadmg to doai 01dlng 
from loop line, I waa in the body .of the ~rakev•n, 
and was surprised to find my tr"!' backJo:t niter 
being put into position for the croonng of 12 down 
and 4 down. On looking ont of, the window 1 
observed that 12 down was also book10g o~ tho oome 
line 1 exhibited danger ol~rnal to the drtver of r;>Y 
trai~, bnt he paid no heed; f•iling this I ~pphoJ 
my haod·brake bard, when a severe bump wllh 12 
down took place. Alter tbio I am aot o11ore tl 
what occurred. Mr. O'Drien, gua~J, wal a •a 
exhibiting danger eignal to my tram f.rom tho 
platform, iLDd alao a poi.nhma.n c&mo .ronDing frold 
12 down direction ehuw•og a. danger ••goaL • -

F J. Gard•oer, boil•r mak" /~r<mao.-II wu 
• ' d f 23th lOolant. wao 

a paueng:: Zr~~ ~:~: .. by the aho;k 0~ tho 
aro~o~ d k ly the rcault of the ace~donl. 
coUI&Jon an now ba k 01 of 12 down and up 
I fo~nd th;! ht~e eol~~d:i• on the loop line, obout 
opeoaal go~ t a the stotiou bnildiog and tho oontb 
hall way c ween The tr•lli• lnepcclor and my­
en~ of the platfou~b platform at the eoutb cn•J. 
self got out on to . I I r oo duty, Amal1ll>th, 
The aa•istant jtotio~h the obnd aignnllel la down 
came up &Dd ttho d j" ':vhereao np epecial gooJo woo 
to back oo to e oop, 4 down to p•••• and thot he 
atanding clear to ~led signal to tho drivor of up_ 
showed a danger •b• r diore""rJod the olsnol 

'al d• who o•eve ' o-apeot goo ' cauaeJ tba aooiJcnt. 
and backed and tbu• ked the 881 j,tont otalioo 

Tho traflio lnopector :" after tho acoiJeot, abont 
master, about five:~·~: nllil. It th•·• lraDIJ>ired 
tho pa•s•g• of No. . 0 m...tcr bad ,.]ready oont 
thai tho .,.iatant otatiOD faA:in~ pointo for o6 down 
out the line .. lear ~vth~ the trallio loopcotor. point.d 
to ron through., . e was blocked, tho J.:o<Klco6 
out that tho ma~B lido tho ..,iJtant 1talion maot<r 
was brought backt ·~ I preeome with I he objo<' 
ran towardJ th~' auon, ainot ' dowo. 1 did ""' 
of r.U.ing the o1gnolo ·~gaall were down when tho 
notice ;orbetber tbjde tho auiot.>nl ota!.ion aua>tor t.o 
troffic uupecto~ t.o d 

• b JDII ' own. • ra11te t em aga f iou.ttt •£ttr tL~.a cooflf11ll• 
A boot three or oy m ·ved aod otopped on tho 

tioo N~·' do•~:·~be·~~tion. I dhl n~~ llCI~oe 
maio hne oppo11 . 1 , 1. 
oren then bow the e•gna • o.oo 
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FINDING, 

we the undersi"'ned, having carefully considered a1l the evidence, do find that th' 
accident' was due to.the assistant station. ma;ster,! Amar~ath, losin~ ~is pr~sence of mind und~~ 
circumst~nccs explamed elsewhere, and IssUing mstruct1ons and gtVIng Signals in 11 manner 
which mtsled the staff. · 

That the driver of up special goods, 1\fobamed Khan, did· not satisfy hintself befo 
movin"' that the sicrnals given referred to his train. re 

That guard ol"Brien, when he found that his train was being shnnted, should hav 
immediately ascertained what .was requir~d and superintended the ~ovement~ of his train. 

8 

. We also find that the asststant station master, Amarnath, IS re~pon&tble for bringing 
about a stnte of affairs which, but for the prompt notion taken by Mr. Humphries Traffic 
Inspector, would have resulted in another serious nooident between 4 down mail and iz down 
passenger. 

E.J. VERRIERES, K.l\f, KmKBOPB. 
• 

U • C~ 8ANDYS, 

Note ~y committee of eaiJ.uiry, 

We think it should be explained that the late mnning ·of No. 4 down mail, and the 
arrangements made for her to cross 12 down passenger first at Rajpura and then at Sarai 
Banjara, delayed the issuing, in time by the assistant station master, Sarai Banjara, of iustruc· 
tioos to the guards of 12 down and up special goods about the movements of their trains at 
this station. 

That, after receiot and despatch of all the messages in connection with the first and 
subsequent arrangeme'itts, the assistant station mastfr, when he realized that 12 down had 
arrived at his station at 4·15 hours, that 4 down was due at 4-25 and that the running time 
of the latter from Sadhoo Garh to his station was only 8 minutes, probably lost his presence of 
mind, and, with a view to save time, ran into the yard shooting instructions and waving 
signals to 12 down in a manner which was misunderstood by the drivers of the two trains and 
by the station staff. 

E. J. VERRIElLl!~. K. M. KmKHOPE, U, C, SANnYS. 

In submitting these proceedings the Manager, North Western railway, remarks that 
" the finding of the committee is accepted as regards the culpability of the assistant station 
master," and that "the matter is still ~der investigation and the staff to blame will be dealt 
with." _ 

llemarka ~y t'he Government lMpector of Jlailway1. 

The accident was undoubtedly caused by the driver of the up special goods backing his 
train without having received proper instructions to do so. According to his own statement 
he had 1·eceived no instructioo_s from his guard or the assistant station master on duty to move 
his train, and, consequently, he was not justified in doing· so even if, as he alleges, t~o 
J!IOintsmen gave him such instructions, which seems improbable. He appears to have mJS· 
taken the assistant station master's signals to 12 down as referrin"' to his train and to have 
backed his train in consequence. 

0 

• 

Ama.rnath, assistant station master, is to blame for not having issued proper instructiOns 
to the guard of 12 down and for breach of General Rules 85 (h), 1!1 (2) and 92; his action on 
tlris occasion goes to show that he is quite unfitted for his post. 

Both driver Birch and guard O'Brien of 12 down are also blame-worthy, the former fo.r 
disregarding General Rule 173 nnd the latter for failing to conduct the -shunt~ng of hiS 
train under Rule l2!l, North Western railway Traffic 'Manual. . 

I agree with the remarks. of the committee that a more serious accident was, m ~I 
probability, only pre"Vented by the prompt action of Mr. Humphries, Traffic Inspector, 10 

.&topping 4 down. . · 

lJocumenta accompanying.-

Annexm·e N o.1.-Sketch showing site of collision, 

CHARLES S. RENNICK, 
Governm~nt Inspector. 

Rema:h by tile Senior Government Inapector of Jlailway1. 

I a6rce with the' finding' of the committee of enquiry and with the conclusions of the 
Government Inspector, 

2. The e,·idence of Rahmat, ;Bhisty, should have been recorded. 

LuCKNOw· } 
The Srcl July i907. 

J. E. GABBETT, r 
&nior Government lnspeclo • 



Annexure I in. 1\ppendbt .XlZI to the abstract return of acciden'ts on Indian railways 

for the twelve months ended -the 31st December 19(17-
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Appendix ~YII to the. abstract return of accidents on Indian rail 
ways for the twelve .months ended the 31st December 1907. 

Report of the proceeding~ of a joint CO'I/~mittee of enquiry (at ICkicli a Gow·, 
ment lnspe~or was not p~esent) which assembled at Sarsa~ea allCl Saharanp

111 
stations, North Western railway, on t/;e 17th, 18th, J[1th, 20t!1, 2211 c1, 2Jt~ 
and 26th JulJ11907, to investigate the ci1·cumstances attending the collisio

11 

between Nos. 91 up ~nd 180 down goods t1•ains at mile 1018/9 bcftccct1 
Kalanour and Sa1·sawa stations on the 14!h Jnly1D07. 

The committfe was composed of the following officers:­

E. J. V ERR JERES, E:cecutive E11gineer .. , ... Prt~idt'nt • 

and 22nd). 
K. llf. KmxnorE, JJiat, Loco. Supdt. (attended on 18th, 19th, 20thf 

E. L. ScotT .Jaat. Loco. Supdt. (attended on 17th only) ... Jllcmber. 

U. C. SANDYS1 .Jut. TraJ!ic Supdt. ... • J 
E. J, W, BELLAIRS, Supdt.; Govt. Ry. Police (attended on 

11th, 18th and 19th only) ... Prmnl. 

DESCRIPTION. 

' The telegraph line between Sarsawa and Kalanour was intenuptcd between about 18-JO 
hours on the 13th instant and 7-15 houra on the 14th iusta.nt. Between about 18-40 hours 
and 21 hours the interruption was removed on occasions, but after 21 hours it was nbsolute 
up to 7·15 hours the following morning. After the first interruption at 18-W houn and up 
to 7-15 hours (In the 14th the following trains went over the section Kalanour to Sarsawa :-

No. of train. Departure from Time. Arrival at Time. Ruuno. 
-
. 

18 down . . . Kalan our 20·8 Sur"Awa 20-20 On lioe•olear. 

2 down . . . " 21·15 .. 21·2S Permi.,ion to proceed. 

Oa •line-cJ~ar. ' 
5 up Sarsawa 21-50 Kalonour 22·9 . . . . 
Engine of P.spl. 0·33 .. 2-15 To open oommuofca.tlun. . .. 

Kolanour 2·25 ~araawa 2·50 Engine of P. OJ>I. roturoed wilb 
28 down . . . this train • 
Postal special Sardawa 3·0 Kalanour ... 

"' 
. . 

3 up mail. - 3·65 .. HI I • . .. 
1 up mail. 4·43 " 

5·8 I . . .. 
I 27 up passenger 5-15 " 

6·29 f On p<'rmlu!on to pr< c<eJ. .. 
4 down mail Kalar.our - 6-49 Sarsawa n11n . . through 

180 down goodo . .. 7·15 
} Collided J 91 up goods . . Sarsawa 7-23 

ro<>Tnmme By No. 27 up the station master, Sarsawa, s<Dt P o ... 
for the following trains a 

in the order named, viz.:...:.. . 1 there of 27 np pa•scngcr, Ill up go?<b to 
No, 4 down mai} to leave Ka.lanour on ~nva This memo. was received by the asmtant 

leave Sarsawa on arnval there of 4 down ma
1
Il. h si"'ncd for it in the Look of the guard 

station master (Gnlam Sabir) on duty at Ka anonr w 0 o 

of 2 7 up. he a ,·e a memo. to the gonard of 4 ~own 
This assistant station mast•r now st.ateslfth~t th 1 on arri\"al there of 4 down mat!, ho 

for the station master, Sarsawa, to the e ec d that •111 up goods was not to Lc started (rom 
IKalanour) would start No. 180 down g~ods af 4 d a n mail Lut that it wu to start from 
Sarsawa, as p1eviously arranged, on arnv~. 0h 

0fo folio,; 1 SO down goods. 'Ibis memo. 
SarEawa on arrival of 12 down passenger w tc was 



2 

Gulam Sabh· states was given to Guard Ne":by of 4 down mail and. b~ says tha~ the guard 
si.,.ned for it in the office copy of the memo, book. Guard Newby demes having received this 
m~mo., and, as no memo. was given to the statio?- ma~ter, Sarsa~a, by the guard, the s~ation 
master, Sarsawa, started No. 91 up goods from h1s .station as p;eviously arranged on the arrival 
there of 4 down mail at 7-23 hours. At the sl!me time the station master, Knlanour (according 
to the pro<>'ramme be says was sent to the station master, Sarsawa, by guard Df 4 down mail) 
started 180 down 26 mmutes after the departure from there of 4 down mail, i.e., at 7-15 hours' 
The result was that these two goods trains, 91 up and 180 down, met at miles 1,04.8-9. Th~ 
line at the spot is on!' curve and the view i~ interrupt~d by a gate-lodge on the inside of the 
curve. There was a thick haze where the accident happened, probably due to the pro:timity 
of the J umna liver, 

EVIDENCE, 

Gulam Sabit',-1 am assisbnt alation master, 
Kalanour, and have been at that atation for the 
last ten montha. I came on duty at 2 honn on 14th i 
July, relieving S•bir Hussain; but I wao at the 
station the whole night p•·evious owing to interrnp­
tioa to ttlegraphio communication, and the working 
of trains was carried on by either the station master, 
2nd assistant station master or myself. No.' 3 up 
mail was the first train wbioh I received over the 
section Saroawa to Kalan![nr. The guard of 3 up 
go.va me a memo. from the etation master, Sat'Bawa, 
oaying :-"On arrival of 3 up at yours, yo~ can send 

· · 6 down psssenger, and on arrival of 6 down here I 
will send 1 up an<l. 27 up. Don't start any down 
train from yours after 6 down." No.1 up arrived 
at about 5·10 aud left at 5-16, and then 27 up came 
in a' about. 5·40 and the guard of this tr.in gave 
rue a memo. otatiug " On arrival of 27 np at 

. yours, you can start 4 down-mail from yours. No 
train will be started from here till 4 down arrivas 
here, and on arrival of 4 down mail hero I will otsrt 
91 up goods,' You don't atart any down train from 
yours till 91 up arrive• at yon•·s, and on arrival of 
91 up at yours yon can start any down train from 
yours. I will not start any till arrival of dow•• 
train from yo~ro." 1 gave the guard of 4 down 
a memb. to station master, Sa.rsawa:. saying-" Don't 
otart 91 up goods from youra till arrival of 12 down 
panenger, 1 will start 180 down van goods on ••rival 
of 4 down mail at yours. I have got no room in my 

· _ jard." ... 
I cannot now produce a copy of this memo. as I 

lost it on the evening of 17th July, but I can pro• 
duce witnesses of my having given a oopy of this 
message to the guard and of his having signed my 
~opy. 

The following men are witnesses :-guard Kharak 
Singh of 180 down goods, Sabir Husaain, assistant 
station master, Kalanour, Girdhari L•ll, otation 
master, Kalanonr, Uurga Pershad, guard of 180 
down goods, J aggannath, packago·in·charge guard of 
180 down. Out of these Dnrga Pershad wrote part 
of the memo. both on the original and in the oopy. 

,llesideo this, two signallers of S•haranpu•· are 
w1tnesseo (namely, Pormanand and Mangath Jlai) 
that the guard of 4 do,wn immediately went. to the 
telegraph office to mstruet tho otatioo m .. ter 
Sarsawa, through Pilkhani, not to start 91 up !<ODd~ 
•• 1\•e guard had forgotten to give up a memo. from 
etatlou mAster, Kalanour, to station master 
Sarsawa. The aosiotsnt ahtion master Pilkhani i~ 
al.so witnesa that this information was 'signalled' to 
lnm from Saharan pur and he in turn oignalled it to 
Sarsawa. 

The memo, waa abown to the inopeetor of railway 
J>Oilce at K!'lanonr on the date of the aocident. The 
mspaotor ••gned this memo. o~ the back, and the 
memo: W89 also ohown to the Diotriot Traffia 
Super1ntendent. " 
When~ down, ~ail left Jagadhri I otarted writ­

Ing the permiBBIOD to proceed " for her from 
Kalanour to Saroawa, and I ordered the gnord of 
180 down (lJnrg& Pershad) to write a memo. for 
the guard of 4 down. I filled in the heading of this 
memo. ~rself in the foil, bnt wrote nothin~ in the 
ccf"~tfoll, In the foil I also entered the number 
D \ 8 memo, n• ,. 4.'' In the couoterfoil I entered 
::ed?;fber. When I oom~leted the "order to pro. 
wllioh .o:a No.4 down m~d and saw that the memo. 
train ho to have been g•ven to tho guard of that 
in both t~enf~tbe:d ~bmploted I <_omplet~d it myoelf 

a '~ounterfoll. ThJs was done 

on the plstform. When No, 4 down mail como in 
the guard came on to tho platform, received the 
memo. and aign•d the utlics copy for it. 1 re­
member that when this """done the office oopy .wao 
numbered ae '' 4 :• but I C!l.nnot say whether the 
copy given to tl1e guat·d was numbered or not. 1 
th•n went aoross the station loop with "order to pro­
ceed" book and got the signature of the driver in 
my book for the ol'igiual which was givon to him. 
I merely told tile guord and driver that there waa 
a telegorapbio interruption with Sorsawa und did not 

, explain to them the programme for the mov•m•nta 
of 4 down, 91 up and 180 down. This was all 
written in the memo. ' 

The reasons why I altere! the programme made 
by :>ars1wa re~arJing the departure of 91 up from 
there on the arnval of -' down were -·first, both tho 
down trains in my yard were van goods which ahould 
have had precedence of 91 np 1 oecond, the driver 
of van goods pointed ont that he had been nearly 8 
hours at my ahtion and there was fear of his •n;:ine 
failing 1 thir.l, I wanted to cle:.r my yard of the two 
van goods in order to facilitate the pas•ago of 12 
down and 17 up. 

After depattura of 4 down I too< the" orJer to 
p•·o,eed" book and the memo. book an l put them 
on the table in front of my o!lioe, and in about 20 
minutes I wrota out the "order to proceed'' and 
·the memo. (Annexure No.1). Tho former I gave to 
Durga Pershad (gnarl of 18•) down) and obtained 
Ilia oigaMure for it, and the latter I gave to Kharak 
Singh who sigmd the foil. J:l,th the foil and the 
connterf.,il ot tho memo. were written by me ; tho 
numbeu were a19o filled in by ml. When filling 
in the numbers I looked at what I thought was the 
last previous one (31 and . entered " 4. " on both 
copies. After the collision on looking np the memo. 
hook ag•in 1 fonnd th•t 4. was aho the number of 
the memo. I bad given the guard of No. 4 down 
m•il, I, therefore, alteted the number of this memo. 
in the office copy to "5." I then also tore o"t of th~ 
memo. book the office copy of the memo. (4J whie.h 
I had given to the guar.I of 4 down mail. I did tb., 
in order to keep it ••fely with me as it was a very 
important doc11mont. · I showed this to sever~! 
person• at Kalano11r ani Saruwa before I lost 1t 
on the evenin~ of the 17th instant. . · '. , 

RecaUel.-Q.-What special m•truct.ons dtd 
vo11 iooue to the driver of 4. down mail to stop at 
Sarsa1Va before he left Kalanour P 

...f.-1 !!'ave no instrmotions to the driver of 4 
down mail. 

Q.-Are yon aware that No. 4 down mail ia 
booked to run through Sarsawa P 

.d.-Ye •• 
Q.-Are yon awars that if the memo. said to have 

been sent' by 4. down was not -doliverod •t Sarsawa 
a oeriono accident wight happen. 

A.-Yes. . 
Q.-Why did ron not give special instructwns 

to the driver of 4 'down to atop at Sa•·•awa P 
..f.-Tbere io no role otating that 1 ohould do so, 

and it was the guard's dntv to do this. 
Q.-Taking into oonsideration the memo. yon 

received with ~7 up, did you think it likely tbnt' 
down mail might run through Stll'sawa P 

.d.-No. I 
When I tore on! the connterfoil of the momb· k 

gave to the guard of 4 down, the memo. in the ~.".] 
now numbered 5, alter.d from 4., al•o came. p:u:' 1 
out, the sewin(J' in the centre becoming qu1l..e Ioohe 
and the memo. :eparating from it, the sewiug at t 9 



to beco~ing. a Jfttle loose and tho sowing ~t the 
- b ttom remeimng mtao~, l, therefore, gummed m the 

0 b d. . memo. nolf' num ere o: ·• 
,Adcled.-l cannot qmte rememb~r th1s. • . 
The office copv of the memo. whtch I sa1d m my 

pre•ioos statement bad been lost was found on 25tn 
J 1 !907 by Abdulla .Khan in presonoe of Shah 
l\luo~amed Khan somewhere in tho station yard of 
Kalanoor. I was not at 1\alanour at tho time; the 
memo. "as ban~•d to. me by M>ilawa Ra'!'• reliov• 
int' assistant 11tat1on master, I<ala.nour. Th1s memo. 
is" now attached to the cn••· It was given to me in 
the torn condition it: io no"( in; the guard' a sig· 
nature was on the missing piece in the position 
shown _by a cross on the tracing cloth. 
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Sabir Huasain.-1 was assistant .tatioU: master on 
duty at Kalnnour from 14 to 24 hours on the lSth 
instan\. Alter the departure of 11 up at about 
18·10 hours the tel•graphio communication become 
imperfect with Sarsowa. Susawa eculd occasionally 
be got, and I got line·olear for 18 down at 20·6 
hours. After starling I signalled "on arrival •n· 
qoi.ry:" to Sorsawa for a down at 20·12, but after 
that 1 could net g•t SarsawR, I, therefore, detained 
2 down at mine for about 36 minutes nnd trio~ to 
got line·clear through J&gadhri, bot could no I, no 
there was contact en t-he intt'rmediate wire, so I 
atarted 2 down on" order to ~rocee1 without line· 
clear" ns she was due to crol8 5 Uil' at 8ar~wa, and 
I oont a memo. by 2 down to Sam•wa giving per• 
mi .. icn !or 6 up ta proceed to mine. After Rrrival 
of 2'down at Saroawa he asked line-clear for 5 u' 
on the instrument, contatt having aomehow beeil 
•·emcved and I gave it to him, so he started 6 'op ou 
Jine·c\ear. By 6 up be sent rna a memo. to .tort 
180 down, but I did not start 180 down and intended 
to give preference to 2i down because she wao a 
passenger train and running late. Aftet· this 
Sanawa asked line-clear fer 91 op, contact having 
ogain boon removed, and I ~:•ve him line~clear Pt 
22-iO acocrdingly. About 25 minutes aftorwardo, 
at 23·5, be wiro•lto me th•t 91 up bad been detain· 
ed nt hi• and that I could ot•rt any down train. 
Stiil I uoed my diooretion and did not start a gccdo 
train as 28 down was PJ:pPct•d; 28 down nrrived at 
my alation at 23-50 hours. The messa~e I receive<\ 
from Sonawa at 23-5, s>ying 91 up bad been do• 
t.ined there, was tho lost communi,aticn I bad 
with Sarsawa on tho wire. I sent my enquiry for 
2~ down through Jogadhri, but I coulJ not got any 
reply. Jogadhl'i informed ma that his wire to 
Saharan pur was also In contact.. 1 tried to get line• 

·•lear for some time and in tho m•antime 1 o•pectod 
the poatal opecial. I nsked Jo~adhri what timing 

' the po•ta\ spoci!ll was l'Uoning to, He I'Oplied to me 
that abe was running to" N " timing, which wonld 
have made her ero~s 28 down at n1y atatjon, 10. 1 
kept 2S down at mine. The station master, Barsawa, 
next came into Kalanoor with the engine of tho 
postal opecinl in. order to open ccmmonic•tion. 28 
down was then attached to the postal apeoial engine 
and taken to Sarttawa on u 11ermisaion to procee.l 
without line·clear,'' aud I gave a memo. to the 
gua1·d o£ 28 down fer the station master, Sar•awo, to 
the effect' that he should atarl the postalapeoial 
from hia on arrival of 28 down there. Tho postal 
apec.ial was de;apatched as arranged, and with it I 
rece1ved a memo. from the station master, S1r:~awa, 
to the elf eat that I ohould not start anv down traio. 
till &!'rival of 3 np at mine. After· this I made 

•Over charge to On lam< Sabir and I went off to my 
qua1·tors. It was ar•·anged overni2ht that, •• I wu 
~II duty, I ohonld go out tbe first thing in the morn· 
ln~C to rectify tho interruption. Accordingly, at 
a boot 5 hours on the 14th, I sol out along tho line 
and o~amined the wire• up to a conple of po•ta 
boyo:td the Jumna bridge, bot found no contact, and 
returned book to .Kal•nour. On my way back I 
~ol tho otalion master, Girdharl La!, who ••k•d me 
tf I had aeon any contact. 1 replied in the negstivo, 
and we returned together to the station, where I tavt 
t~e. 4. down wao otanding and Gulam Sabir wa• 
glnng -. permia.tion to procE-ed without line·cleR~" 
to tho guard and driver of 4. down. I inforooed him 
thai I could not ooo ""Y bolt on the line and then 
wWent home,~ do not know what happened •ft•~wardt. 

~~n I arnved at the station. Gnlom Sabtr w•• 
wntmg something in a melllo. book. I saw two lioet 
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were wl'itten in tho Ul('mo. Uook anJ. Gll1mn ::3•bir 
oske~ me for a loan of my fountain poo. I ga•e it 
to h1m &nd then went homo. My pen con~ninoJ 
purple ink. wllila the two liuolt I I'1W written in the 
memo. ~ook were written in bluo·blal·k ink. I atn aord 
that thn men>O,waa writh•n by Gulam Sahir in tho 
book, shown to mt hero l]{ala.nour memo. book), 
about 6·!5 hours oo 1-1th. I did not read tho m•mo. 
but nm certain thnt thre Wt>rO two line!l written o~ 
the counterfoil. Tho" order to proooeJ" book and 
tho memo. book w.ro clo<o together In f<onl of 
Gul•m Sabir. I did nut notice in which book Gulam 
Sobir ~ao writing at tl1e lime ho aoked me for my 
foontatn pen. l dtd not aoa On lam Sabir give RnJ 
tnemo. to tho guard ol4 down, I nrxt saw • lul•nt 
Sa.bir when he r~turncd from the lll-cidl•Dt about g 
hcuro. During this interval I did not look at tho 
memo. book, but whtn Gulam Snbir rotnrnrJ11e 
showed me and •eve1·a.l othtra the offioe copy of the 
memo., which he aaid he had givon to \be guard of 
4 d?wn; tbia .ml'mo. ~~n then in tho mt>Ino. book. 
I d1d not ~1otlco tho ,number of it. Tho worJio~ 
wsa to lhlB effect- l>o not slnrl9! up on arri .. J 
of 4. dowo at yours. I .-ill otatt 180 down." 1'bo 
first two line• were written in bluo·blnt~k ink, 
appa.rently not by Gnlam Snbir, Tho retnainin·' 
two or th!ee linea .we_re. !'ritt~n in purplu ink bj 
Gulnm S11b1r. C~rtam_ ltutmls In, black inlr wl.iob, 
I am uuablo to 1dent1h, won nn 1h:11 aut'mo. 1 
nnt li&W tbi1 memo. with Guhm Sabir whon he had. 
tern it cot of the book and wao •howin~ it to tho 
police inspector, and in m.v pre~enco Durgn. Puraha.J, 
guard of 180 down, told tho in•pootor that tho two 
linea at the top in blnck ink l1od bean written by 
him. Golam Sabir kept this memo. in hitJlOA~c•· 
aioo, and I dJ not koow what bapponod lo il oubse­
quont)y. 

Girdlari Lal.-1 am alation ma•tcrof Kahncur, 
and wao on duty from 6 to 18 ltou•o on 13th and 
14th inat<nt as usual. 

At 18-30 honra on 13th the •••i•toul otntion 
m .. te•· on duty reported cout.ot on tho wire•. I 
Immediately ca:ne to the at•tion nnd to•tod tho wirCll, 
and found thoro ""' contoct on th• Sol'llatVO• 
KalAnour hain wia·ea and tho intllrmeJiat..- wiro, 
l•'.rom thia time up to a boot 2 .l.M. onmmunioatlo11 
was ilrvken anJ t·e·establi•hed sttveral timl'll, At 
2-25 hooro, when 28 down loft f,,r S<~nowa and 
thu• ts!abliahed OtJmmnnic;tlion by train, 1 hth tho 
ollioo nnd went to myqnart•l'O. At 6 honro on Hth 
I ag!\in came on duty nnd found thnt O•'lltnat ,till 
eli:ite-1. I went tOwards tho .Joron" bridgo and 
met Sabir llua:~:aiu roturolng. lie tnld mo that he 
hod been acro01 the bridgo but hnd not diocororod 
tho caooo or contact. I •·eturnod to tho ol•tlon 
in oompany with. Sabir Il"'':'in, but atopjed .•t 
the up facing pomts to eummo thtJm an wlnle 
'I w•• there No. 4 dowo mail pnoaod m•. I thoo 
went on towards tho elation and heard \he d•partora 
whiotle of 180 down oouoding and '"" I he gaorJ 
going towardt hio brnke·von. I prccoo,loJ toward• 
the office and was obool half w•y oolwcen II and 
tho platform when 180 down atarto I. Thio w.u 
about 15 or 20 minol.co n(tor th• dnpart~re of -l 
down. On rea(:hing 'he .tation I a:.:a.in tn&d tl•• 
train wire iostrumPllt, and aner Co\JliDg" 1-lana"a 
for abootl2 minul•• I gol a rol'lY from biln. I 
immediately toiJ s.,.,.,. th .. t JRO dowo bo•llotl 
for his otat•cn ond be roplitd th .. t 01 up h .. l loft 
for Kalanour. \\'ilh thit I he11rd a •hi,Ue fro1n 
the direction of the JumnR b~idg" an,j iwr~1eJiote• 
Jy I leh the inslrom('nt and proco,:d ... l 10 that 
directioo. l weal ri~bl up lo tho oilo of tho 
accident where I rcmain-,d tillalJOt•t lf'o o'ctoc:k. 

Oa going towndt tl.e 11eddcnl I m•~ Oulun 
Sabir on the platfm1o and Ire a--compBnied ffi41 to 
the site of tho occident. I dl<l not qu•·•liun bim 
abouti the caute of the aeddont nnlil ""' ruturne•l 
to the alation a\ about 10 o'clo:k. I tl••o ukc•l 
bim about the c:auu and he told me tlu.t he ~a-1 
t'!ut 1 JLCMO· 'by ~he KU3rd •·f 4. dr,wn .ro••l 1~lung 
Sanawa lo dtt.oin Gl ap a\ l•t tlalton oDlll the 
arrival there o( lEO down. 'I he memo h<>·k woo 
at the time in I• it JlOiiK~-"i(·n; hut he wotat.l ll''t 
thow me the memo. sayinl( he would 1h1M it tQ am 
o1Hrcr CJD bt~iog aakeJ f"r it. 

1 tub•cqu~ntlr "" thi• merno. in lait poU(HciC!tl 
when he bad torn it Ont of the b·.)(Jk an.t wall •ho.ll'• 
illg il to \he lnopccl<lr, railway p .. lico. I did not 



read it nnd cnn not soy ..-hat the contents of It 
were. 'Ibe rrlations between us ore somewhat 
strained ond he did not show me the memo. as he 
"" nfr;id 1 would do oway with it and thereby 
got biro into trouble. He told me that he had torn 
the memo. out of tho bool •• hio safely depended 
upon it, and he would look after it himself. When 
I nod looked at the memo. book I saw tha\ the 
office copy of memo. No. 4 ~ad been torn out, 
because N o•. 3 and 5 w..-e 10 tho book. 1 he 
reason why I did net insist on looking at tho 
memo. even in th• presence of the inspector, rail• 
way polioe, although I om aware t~at I could have 
done oo in my caracity of sfatwn master, Is that 

·there is enmitv between Gulam Sabir and myself 
and he would not trust mo with -the doonment. 
1'ho reason why I did not report Gnlam Sabir for 
hav:na edrncted an important dccnmont from one 
of th; station books is that I intended to bring 
the fact to notice on tho day of the enquiry., 

I did not oee if any memo. was given to tho 
gua1·d of 4 down. 

8ant Lal, a•sistant •tatioil master, Sarsawa.­
My duty hours are !rom midnight to 10 hour•. 
On 14th July I came on duty at 0 hours and 
assistant station master, Shih Chand, whom I was 
relieving informed me t},at there ''"'total interrnp• 
tion between Sarsawa and Kalanonr and that ho had 
started 5 •P on "[ermission to proceed without 
line..clear, '' and ha givfln Kalanour permission 
by5 np to •tart No. 180 down I(OOds on arrival 
of 5 np at his. Sbib Chand also made over the 
Up Enquiry Book in which be bad obtained line• 
clear fer 91 np goods, but he 'had cancelled this as 
llo f•ared that there might ha•e bc•n a miata'ke in 
it due to contact. Shih Chand then leh me and 
Pilkhani asked mo for line-clear for "N " np 
postal opeoiol. I gave line..,lear for the postal 
apecial, and when she anived at Saraawa I called 
the station master .. 'l'he st&tiun u:aster cut off the 
engine of up postal special and l'roceeded on 
u permiasion to proceed without line-clear u to 
Kalaoour to open np oommnnication. On arrival 
at Kala non the ellgine of op po•tal opeoial was 
attached to 2B down pns;eng•r nnd raturned to 
Sarsa.wn with a. m~mo. from l\ta.tion master, Kala· 
nonr, for ·the _po.talspecial to proceed to Kalanour. 
The postal speCial then loft for Kalanour at S-honrs 
with a" permission to proceed without lioe-clear" 
and a memo. from station master, Sarsawa, blocking 
the aeotion for 3 up mail. No •. 8 up mail left 
Sars•wa at 8-05 with a memo. blocking the aootion 
for trains in tho folluwing ordel' :-6 down 1 np 
and 27 np, and aloo tellinlt" Kalanour to st~rt no 
down train till anival of 27 up. Tbeao traina 
then went over the section on "perruission to 
prooeed with on~ line·clear" in the order arran~od. 
By 27 np I soot a memo. to l!.alanour, authorizing 
hi~ to start 4. down, u>ail and stating that, on 
awval of 4. down ma1! at Sal'llawa; I would start 
91 up goods: 1 olso added that ou arrival of 91 up 
goods at b1a, he could de•I·atcb any down train 
particularly adding that no train wao to leave hi~ 
till No. 91 up arrived at his. No. 4. down mail ron 
through Sarsawa, and, &M no memo. from Kalanour 
waa banded to me, I concluded that my programme 
had been accepted, and I accordingly started 91 up 
gooda. By 91 up l despatched a. memo. arranging 
for 12 down and then 17 up to • run over the 
eection; the nason why T ar~anged for this pro• 
grumme was to d~tar my yard for the crossing of 
12 down and 17 np at my otation. At 0·4.0 hours 
I sent a wi1e to Pilkhnni trying to get line-clear 
from Kalanonr through S•haranpnr and .lagadhri 
and at the same .time ~eut atotht>r message to 
Sub·Assistant Superintendent, i'•legrapba Ina• 
prctur, 'l'e~eg!·aph L1epartmE:nt, and Line·rr.a'n that 
th~1e ~-aa eull contact on the Sarstt.wa·Kalanour 
tram \Vue. 

..ddded.-I l!'ade a miatake in oaying tllat 5 up 
left f~om Sur~~~a on" x:erwis&ion to proceed -with· 
out. hne·cl•ar. Aa a mattrr <·f fact 5 up travelled 
on hue·clear. 

Guard E • .A. ll'tuby.-1 was guard in char 0 o~ 4. dLwn mail leaving Lahore at 22-50 hours :n 
~3l: J

1
•ly. No, ' down anived a\ Kalouour at 

• >tUIB 00 ).f.tb. )n tlre OtdiDaJy CCUIS8 of 
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eients No. £ down would run throu h y 1 
'but on this occasion it wna stopped 0~ .~· anonr. 
intorruption or telegraphic comrnunicati~~nnt xr 
6·49 "hom'S I was ghen a "perrnission to p, dt 
without line-clear'' to Sarsnwa. rocee 

The assistant station mll8ter at Kalanour did 
. tth. •nut give me a.nY memo. o e st ahon master, Sarsnwa 

I acoordmgly ran tbrough Sarsar.a nnd 
00 

t · 
Sabnranpnr. o 

I absolutely deny having received any me 
fr tb . t t ' . mo. om e BIIBlB an a.at1on master, Kalanour to tb 
address of elation masl<·r, Ss!""awo. On .,;ivnl 0~ 
Sabnranpnr, I went to the assiatant atation lliRBter' 
fli . dth ... t" • o cP, 11ngne e 10 repol , gave up mv pnpm. 

at tho train• clerk"s office and, after obtainin 
atation maste .. •a permis$ion, I went to the rnnnin! 
room. I ·did not go into the telegraph offiOJ at 
Sabaranpnr. · -

When 4 down arrived in Iralanour and came to 
a stand the asaistant station maater, Gulam Sabir 

. waa •tanding near my bral<e•van. There WOI'e tw; 
other men with him but I did not recognize them, 
Gulam Sabir had only.tho "permi .. ion to proceed •• 
l•ook in his hands with both forma filled in. I got 

. down immediately and signed both copieB. Gulam 
Sabir then took tho book away to the driver nnd 
I presume got his oignature and _gave one copy to 
him. I remained close to my brake-van. Gulam 
Sabir said nothing to me about stopping at 
Sarsawa or l'ilkhani, and, ns far as I remember, 
did not speak to me at all before or after signing 
the permission book. I did nol. know 1rha~ he snid 
to _my driver. The driver whistled on receipt of 
the permiosion and I gave him a hnnd signal. 

As far sa I remember I did not go into tbe 
telegraph offioe at Sabaranpur on arrival there. 

I do not know whioh the Pilkbani instrument 
ioln tho Sabaranpnr telegraph office. Tha BCoond 
guard of my train ia Neavo. I left tbo Sabmnpor 
otation in bia company before tho departuro of 
4 down moil. 

• 
Guard. L. E. Holmes.-I was luggage·in·charge· 

gna1·d of 4 down mail of 14th instant. , 
Tho train w•s •topped at J{alanonr, Lut I d1d 

not ~et ou' of tho Lrake·van to see why it bsd 
stopped, nor did I enquire from g"a!d Newby 
why the train had been stopped, I d1d not see 
any memo. banded to guard Newby nt Kalanour. 
Guard Newby's bel1avionr was not unusnal at 
Kalanour, Saraawa or Pilkhani. He said nothing 
to me about having received a memo. fzom Kala• 
nonr for Sarsow8j nor did ho make any effort to 
apply tho brake• at Sai'Sawa. Oa arrival at Saba• 
ranpur I attended to my rack age• and saw gu~rd 
Newby leave bia brake-Tan. I ·did not oee u1w. 
for the rest of tho day. • 

I wns not aware of any thing unusual JD t~e 
runninu or our train, and guard Newby and I d1d 
not dis~uss any matter bearing upon this ca ... 

'~he ol\, - . •, . b 
·~o. booktn.PerrAad, guard.-! ~as g_nrau m c arge 
of given to tb•gooda which arr~ved rn Kalaoour(t 
5·4'1" to ~ri"14.tb itstnnt. On arrival at Ka a· 
nonto>~,.,.; alation master "told me that my tral& 
would be amalgamated with Rajpura down van 
goodo. The•• two trains, were amalgamated befode 
the arrival of 4 dc.wn mail; Nc. 27 np was sta.n · 
lng in Kalanonr when I arrived. After 1ny arr~fa~ 
4 dowo mail oame in on the n1ain liue. ~0 nrrttvbe 
I "'en t into the telegraf h office and s1gned b 
alTivol book. The signaller of Kala.ncurd \b: 
a8Bistant station master, Gulam Sabn, 8Q l 

_ guard of Rajpura van goods w•re thoro. •t• 
llabh· informed me of the telegraphic interrup JOn 
between Sarsawa and i<ulanour ancl told me t~at 
my train, combined with the Rsjpura van goo 8£ 
was to }>roceed to Sarsawa after the arrival iherel:t. 
4 down mail. I then went out en to t " P. "I e )11 form and waa there "'·hen 4 dO\lD 11181 cAm t 
I know Dotbing of the prog•·•mme that was oen 
by 27 up from Sarawa. to sla.tion master, Nal11d_0ur' 

· regarding tho workinl!' of trnins. When 4t 0~~ 
mail arrived th gnard (Newby) came on ° law 
platform and tho .,si•tant station ma~ter (Gu 
Sahir) bronaht tbe bock of "pmnioswn to pro­
ceed., and a a latge memo. book and put tt:: 
down on a bench some distance away fromG ""lame 
I was. After tbio oil I noticed was that u 



~abir handed the "pet•mission to p1·ocecd '• and n 
' emo to the guard (Newby) and that they both 
mont ~ff to the driver of 4. down. 
"1 did not see the 11 permission to proceed 11 

· neither did 1 see the memo. that. wao ~ivoo to 
guard Newby. 1 did not see guard Newby oigo 
for either of the two documents. 1 did not hear 
ony coovenation · that :~nnt on between Gulam 
Sabir and guard Newby. When 4 down mail bad 
left 1 saw Gnlam Sabir retnrn and take tbe memo. 
book and "perll!-i"ion. t~. prooeed" book back to 
the station. I d1d not lDO_Pect these books then, nor 
have 1 examined them e1oeo. About 15· minutes 

' after the departure of 4 down mail I went to Gulam 
Sabir and osked him for permission to proceed. 
He told mel would be allowed to proceed at 7·15. 

When 1 arrived at Kalanonr I was given a 
memo. book in which a blank form waa ad· 
dressed by Gulem Sabir to tho elation master, 
Sarsawa. On this form, at ·the reqtest of On lam 
Sabir 1 entered:-" Dno't start 91 up good• 
till t'bo arrival of 12 down passenger at youra!' 
When .I went to Gulam Sabir to get permission. 
'to proceed for my own h•ain he tnld me that 
on the above memo. he had added:-Oo" arrival of 
4 down mail at youl'B I will sta1·t 180 down goods," 
and that he bad given that memo. to the guard 
1Newby) of 4 down mail for the elation master, 
Saroawa. He did not at the time show me the 
oounlerfoil of thio memo., nor have I seen it since. 
At 7-15 houu Gulam Sabir gave me tho" permission 
to proceed" together with a memo. (Annexure No. 1). 
The permission to proceed and the memo. were 
both given_ to me by Gulam Sabir; the former was 
aigned for on the counterfoil by me and the latter 
was signed lor by Kharak Singh, guard of Rajpura 
van goods. The memo. has been in my poose•oion 
oinca I received it, and tho correction in the number 
mn•t have been made before it was given to me. 

The portion written by me on the memo. which 
io said to have been given to guard Newby of 4 down 
mail was written on the foil only. I did not see any 
number on that foil ; the heading only had been 
written by Gulao{l!ab;r. 1 saw Gulam Sabir atart. 
copymg the connterfoil which he said he gave to 
guard Newby. I did not see him complete it nor 
am I rertaio that be gavo it to gnard Newby. All 
I know io that a memo. was given by Golam Sabir 
to guard Newby. l did not see guard Newby sign 
an acknowledgment for it. I did not oee the oflioo 
copy ol that memo. in Gulam Eabir'a book. 

Jaggan NatA, guard.-I was gnard-io-oharge 
of packages on 180 down van goods which left 
Pbillour at 6-45 hours on tho 13th July 1907. My 
train arrived w.t Kalanonr at 5·41 houri on the 
14th ioatant. No. 27 up wa11taoding in the yard 
oo the main line when we arrived; we were--t·eceived 

· on the loop line. On anivnl I went ioto the tole· 
graph office and asked Gulam Sabir, as•i•tant station 
maoter on duty, about packages. I wao told by ' 
Gulam Sablr that, on arrival of 4 down mail at 
Hanawa, my train would leave, and conae~uently 
when 4 down left Kalaoonr 1 went from the station 
to my brake·Yan. I must have been oitting in the 
telegraph office for about one hour. Tho other men 
there were Girdhari La!, station master, Kalanour, 
Durga Perabad and Kharak Singh, guard,, and 
Gulam Sabir, assistant station master on duty. 
Duriug the time I was in tho telegraph office 1 
heard Girdbari La! mention that there had been an 
interruption in tho telegraph wire with Saraawa 
~ince the previous evenin~ ; during the time I ~lUI 
1n tho telegraph office I board no converuhon 
between tho other men who were there about the 
prof~!amme for running trains over tho blocked 
oect1on. J aoked no questions about tho programme. 
I wao in the office when 4 down mail arrived and 
waa there when oho left •bout 15 miouteolater. 
After •he arrived I oaw Gulam Sablr leave the office 
with the memo. book and the "permission to proceed" 
book and go np to the platform. I do not know 
whu was writtea in either of these booko and I did 
not ask. Aa Gulam Sabir and the guard and driver 
ol 4 down were on the platform or near No.' down, 
I did not see what any of them did In conuection 
with tho giving or r•ceiving of ordero for 4 down. 
No.4 down left Kalan our at 6-49 hours and Gul•m 
Sabir returned to the telegraph office with both tho 
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nbove mentioned hooks. I waa when Gulatu Sabir 
had etarted 4 down mall and wn1 rt·turning from 
~he platform to the atation, and when I woo rotnrn• 
mg to my brake· van, that wo met on the roaJ and ho 
to!~ me that my tmio would leave 1-.ahn 'U' 011 
arnva.l of .S. down mail 11.~ Snrsnwa. He ditl not, Rl 

I stated nt first, tcll me this whenl wenl into the 
telegraph offico origin•lly. I onw neither th• o;Jero 
to proceed nor the men10s. that wt'ro givrn to 
4 down mail or to my train (180 down). I did not 
see any of ~·•• four dooume11to being ~ivon to tho 
g~arda or dn_veu, n.nd I t&.W no signntuHll!l b(!1n.: 
J:lVeo for them. Durga l'erehad auJ I loft 
Kalauour at 7·15 hours by 180 down in the s>llDe 
brakevan. From the tiU\e we left Kal1mout up to 
the time of the ar.oideot we did not •t'llnk to noh 
othe.r at all. We were both engal!eJ. in onr 41•n 
particular work. After passing the Junma Urit1·"1) 
the driver whistled twioe-tho oecond time •·ith tho 
dauger wbist\e. Aft<r the ocoond whistle tho train 
began to slow down and Durga Perahad after 
looking out, applied the hand brak•. Our tr~ln ba>l 
come t!l a •land when No. 01 up rau into uo. 
Immed1ately after tho accident we both got <lown 
and wen~ towards tho eugine. The thruo ddvera 
and four guarda aU met near the enginco 1nd 
discuued only the amount ,,f dama~o dono, 1 did 
not bear any' di,onaaion about their ordero to 
proceed or memos. Within ball•an-bour after tho 

• accident the atation master and a.asistnnt atatJ,m 
m .. ter of Kalanour (Girdbari La! and Gulam Sobir) 
with two pointsmen arrived. We aU met near tho 
engines and in•pected the amount of damage dune, 
I remember that no conve<aation took place nboul 
the authoritie1 or memo1. given to the two tr11int. 

About 10 houro 1 returned with part ,,f my troiu 
to Kalaoour. Girdbari La! bad roturued from tho 
accident to Kolanour and brougU out tho engine 
of 12 down to take away tho undamaged t•ortion of 
180 down iuto Kalanour. When we returned to 
Kalaoour, about 10 hours, Girdhari La!, Golom 
Sabir, Sabir Hll.'aoio, Kbarak Singh, Durg• Perabad 
and ·myself met together in tho t•legraph oflico 
and began discussing the canoe of the acoident. 

Gulam Sabir explained tbot alation maoter, 
Saraawa, had aeot, by a paoaengcr train, 1 memo. to 
him to oay that on arrival al Saroawa of 4 down 

. mail No. 91 np would be ,tarted from 8onawa to 
Kalaooor. Tbio memo. he did not product at tho 
discusaioo and nobody aoked to see it. Ho (Go lam 
Sabir) continued thai be himoelf had oenl by tho 
guard of 4 down mail a momo. to tho olatlou mooter, 
Sarsawa, to tell him to detain Ill np !fOodl at hlo 
station and that, on arrival there (~ahawa) ol 
I, down mail, No. 180 down good a would bo doo• 
patched from Kalaoour. Gulam Sabir did not tl,eo 
•how tbio memo. nor tho book Ia wbiob it had boon 
written, to auy Ctne, aod no one aaked to aoe the 
memo or the book. A o far 11 1 know no one 
looked. al tho office copy of tbia memo, al the time, 
or examined the book !• wblch it wo~ l•id t~ ban 
been written. I oollood that the 'perwl .. lon to 
proceed" book wa•lying at tho time on tb1 offico 
table, but I did not particularly noli~ th~ m•mo. 
book. I did not notice any one eUDllDI e1li•or of 
these two booko. About half·•n-bour after I Ml 
the office I went to my brake. 1 did not tbao oeo, 
and have not •inae uea, the office copf or the momo. 
which Golam s.bir aoid he bod given the (1Uard of 
'down mail. -Abdul Saltar IUii•lanl ,ttdio• ma.t..-.-I wu 

· tan I otation .:...ter on duty at Pilkboni on Ulb 
j'j 1907 When 4. down moil arriuJ In Saharan• 
p:/ I w••' told by tho oiguoller 11 7-25 buoro lo 
aeod word at once to Saroaw~ to detain 91 _np goo~• 
there. No particuloro were"""" of the t1m1 ~b11 
train wao to be detain•~· _and no !eaonno won glfen 
for the detention. W1tbto & Dllnoteo I bad. ooot 
tb'o 10..,age to Saroa111, aud about 10 m1uut.e 
llf~r Saharan pur aoked me to got an O<~nowled~o· 
mont from Saroawa. 1 told him I bot b•• moaoa;;o 
had bee• trauomitt.ed to Saroawa, bot ha1 not l.eeo 
1cknowledged. 1 d .. pa~bod tU . m••~• , to 
Saroawl .. [ reoeiYI d It, Wllhont rutllng •.•rthiog 

do11'n lo writing. I know that Sar~lwa I'IICOlfod my 
message ao be ta~ped in reply. 11 u not tho ouo~m 
to oond mel'ageo about the m.n:o!"eol of .1~1101 
without polling them down in wrtiJOg, and l DIVI 



n"ver p;ent snob a message ht•foreo The actual wr.rd.~ 
used weoe:-"Tell Sor••wa not to start 91 up. 
Sahoranpur did not t~!l me this was an urg~nt 
me;•age, and did not tmpr"s npcn me the necessity 
of de•patcbing it immediately. · 

-
Mr. Galvin, inspector of railwa!J polics,-I 

'happened to beln Jag•dhri un 14th July and heard 
of tbe accident Letween Kalanour and Sarsawa about 
9 hours. 1 went out with lhe relief train. After 
visiting the scene of t~e accident I went on to 
Kalancur to continue my enquiry. I then saw a 
memo. in the posaeuion ot the assistant atation 
master, Gnlam Sabir, a copy of which is attached 
(Annexure No.2). He ilaid he. bad giv~n a copy of 
thi• memo. to tbe guard of 4 down. He told me 
that the copy he showed mA had been initialled by 
the guard tn token of his h•ving received the 
duplicate, I could not identify the initials. I 
initialled and dated this .memo. to prevent oubsti• 
tution. The first line and a half were written in 
~ne ink and the rest in another, and tho hand• 
writing in the two portion• was different. The 

· D!Omo. ba4 been tol'D ·out of a book, and the 
.assi•tant alation master reemed to be anxious to 
retain posseiBion of it. 

Permanantl, aignall•r.-I am oignaller in Saba• 
-ranpnr and I was on duty from 1 to 9 hours on the 
14th · lnotant. I work the np block inatrnmenl 

·communicating direct with RaJpura, Lndbiana and 
Amritsar. All the time I was on duty there waa no 
ioterrnption on my wire. I was in tho office when 
4o down mail arrived. I wao then assiotin~ the 
Bigoaller io oharge o£ the local wire. Mangath Rai 
wao w~rking with Pilkhaoi and I wao working with 
the DepOt wire. A man came into the office (guard 
Newby hel'8 identified) and eaid he was the guard 
-of 4o down mail. He aoked me to toll Pilkhani to 
tell Sa!sawa at onee to atop No. 91 np goods. I 
told hrm that ao soon as Mangath Rai had dona 
with Pilkbaoi ~e won!~ oed the mesoage. As ooon 
as Man gat!>' RIU had finuhed the me,. age in hand 
he told Pilkhaoi what the guard had told him. I 
h~ard Maogalh Rai tell Pilkhani Ibis. The guard 
d1~ not ,•!•pear to he agitated. I had no coover. 
oabon .w1th .t~e guard about putting this message 
down 1n wt~trng, and 1 did not hear •ny onoh · 
-conversation bet'!eeo Alangath Rai and the guard. 
The guard rema1ned about 15 or 20 miooteo in the 
-offioe and tlen left. As soon as Mangath Rai deo. · 
patched tho message I went baek to the block 
fnstrnment about 3 yards away. Up to tho time 
the guard left the office I did not notice him writing 
aoy me .. age. N a one aaked the guord the reason 
why he wanted No. 91 up stopped, nna he did not 
Tolnnteer nny information on the subject. 

Fakir Okan~ signaller $a!ara11pur.-I 
waa on duty from 1 to 9 b~urs on 14th instant. 

· I wor~ the up iot~1·mediato wire which communi• 
-cates With Jagodhal'l, Barara and Umballa Canton· 
men!. From the ti01e I came on duty up to 6·30 
I> ours I could not .hold any communication with any 
-of these three atat1ons. No. 4 down mail arr·ived 
at Saharan pur at 7-14. hour.. On her ani val a 
gootleman c~me !nto the telegraph office (guard 
Newby hffe 1dent1fieJ as the gentleman refAITed to) 
and asked Pe':_manand, signaller, whether he could 
got Sanawa d~re~t, when Perwonand said he could 
get only Pilkhan1, he (guard Newby) asked that a 
mesaoge be sen~ to Sarsawa, through Pilkhani, 
at o:nce to _detam tho goods train (No. 91 u 
I th1nk) whrch w.. standing there. 1 know thft 
Paunanand aal.ed guar:l Newby t . th' me a 0 oti. o gtve ls 

·'" ge ID w':' ng which guard Newby pro· 
mrsot to do, •skm~ ~t the same time that ths mes• 
:hge o oent lo ant_rO!patioo. I !Ia not know whethor 
. e m~s.sago waa Signalled or whether it wao . given 
ln wrrtlng to Parmaoand The b , h I 
conversation that I b • d T.ha pve 18 t e oo y 
h over ear ~ 8 ('J'na. ·d mu .. 

a.ve rema.ined 15 or 20 o .A • 0 · 1 ' 
went on with ln.luu~s.tu the office. I 
he lett. 1 did':~t i:'rk and did not notice when 
the offioe on this subj:~. any more convel'satioo in 
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o1langat4 Rai, aigNaller.--I am •iRuall , 
Saharan pur. I was oo duty f1·om 1 to 9 h er '· 
the 14th instant. I work three ina\ ouro on 
(looal)-Tapri, Pilkhani and Looomotive run'"s' 
I was working with Pilkhani when 4 dow er ~ 
arrived at about 7·U hQnra. Gu•rd Nowby { ~·~ 
down) came in to the t&legrnph office and said 0 

thing to Parmanand which I did not ove:ome. 
When 1 had. dqoe working with Pilkhani, Parma~~~· 
told me to h<teo to what gn.rd Newby had to d 
Gnard Newby then asked mo to tell Pilkhan~'~ 
tell Sara >Wa not to start 91 up goods wh"tch 
waiting there: I told Pilkhani this at once ::J 
told the guard \hot I h~d done so, but added I 
could not !llllwer for Prlkhanl forwnrdiu~ th 
mea.nge. I asked guard Newby to give me thi: 
message in writing, but he said there was no noces 
sity ~I doing so,, and although I repeated the reqnesi 
he d1d not wnte the message. I did not aok tl•e 
gnard why be wao send!ng thio me88age and be 
gave rue no reaoon for rt. The guard remained at 
my icstrument about 15 or 20 minut" and asked 

. me whether Pilkhani had acknowledged the meessge 
Pilkhani informed me that he could not get Sarsaw; 
and I told the guard this, on hearing which be left 
the office •. As long •• ~he guord ·was in my office 
Babu Parmanand remaiDed near my inotrument 
and he heard all the conversation that went 0~ 
between the guard and myoe!f, After lhe guard 
left the office I had no conversation with any ona 
on the subject of the me•ss~e oent by tho guard. I 

· heard of the accident only the following morning, 
about 1 hour, when I came on duty, 

The aotnal wordo of the message transmitted 
were :-"Guard of 4 down aayo, tell Sanawa not 
to otart 91 up goods waiting.'' . 

I did not tell Pilkhanl thio was very urgent and 
to transmit it immediately. 1'he guard did not 
oeem agitated when be asked me to tranomit this 
message. --

G. Me18~n, airi1tut .eaUon m~ster.-1 was · 
assistant station master on duty at Sabaranpur. 
On the arrival of 4o down mail at 7·14. hours on 14th 
inetaot guard Newby was guard in charge of 4 down 
mail. Immediately on arrival he came into my 

· office and sil!ned his arrival 7·13. As oooo ao he 
had done this he then weut into the telegraph office, 
1 here is a large aperture hotweeo the telegrap~ 
ollioe aod my olfiee which is used for eommum· 
eating with the signallers. 

GnarJ Newby oat on the bench alonll with ths 
sigualler who was working the Pilkbani 10stroment. 
In thio position guard Ntwhy was faoing _the 
aperture and wao co nata ntly under my oboerv&IJO~· 
He stayed there till the depal'ture of tho ma1l, 
which train stopped twenty-seven minutes. I did 
not overhear any conversation that went on held 
ween guard Newby and the signaller. jGnsr 
Newby did not appear to be at 111l agitated when 
l•e cam& intu my ollice, and I did not notice anyth!ng 
nonsoal in his behaviour. Ho did not say anyLhmg 
to me ab_oot stopping aoy train• between s,rsawa 
and Kalanour. 1 
. I we'!\ off duty at 8 honra and did !'ot hear 0

1 the acc>dent till I oa!IIe o11 duty oga10. None 0 

the signallers said anything to me about the messnge 
that guard Newby io snppoaed to have ~ent.. IIi iol 

I do not know goard Newby except m Ius 0 0 d 
capacity. l do not l'emeJnber ths.t thoro was anybo Y · nor else in my office when guard Newby came 111• • 
cao I •ay who weut in and out of my office durmg 
the time guard Newby was in the telegraph office. 

-
Kkaralc Singk.-1 was ~uord of 180 down Rajpura 

.van goods which arrived at Kal!nonr at 23·13 h~~~: 
on the 13th instant. On an•v•l at KalancuJ 
assistant station master, Sabir Hut~sain, puttbiD~ 
train iQ.to the relief aiding and told rue that, 08 erl 
waa a telegraphio interru~tion with Sartlawa, 
could not proc•ed. He told me he woold allo~ ~{ 
train to go on when tho lioe would be avar i ' 
On at~·ival at Kalaoour I remained about hal Ji"~; 
hour in the telegraph office and tb~n :we~ ~nour 
my brake-van. There wao no tra1n m h• telo· 
when I Rrrived. WhPn I next went tnto t 8 

graph office, at about 5 bouro oo the 14th, No. 27 up 



was on her way from Saruwa and 180 down waa 
coming from Jagadhd. No. 27 first onme In and 
then 180 down. 1 know nothing about the memo 
oaid to have been brought rr .. m station maste~ 
Sarsawa by 27 up. On arrival of 180 down, Galam 
Sabir told me that he intended to join the two van 
gooda trains and run the.m act one tra~n. He ~ave 
order:; to the pointsmau to carry out thta operRtion. 
whioh was done after the departure of 27 np, I 
superintended tbia work and then returned to tho 
telegraph office, where I 10mained until the depar• 
tnre of my train. On arrival of 4 down mail Gulam 
Sabir took the " order to proceed " book aad the 
memo. book up to the platform. I l'emained in 
Ue verandah of th station building. After the 
-departure of 4 down .Gulam S1bir oame back to 
the telegraph office with these two books. I did 
not eJamine them then, nor hA.ve I done so since. 

: Ooly once before· the departure of my train I 
eigned the memo. book in acknowledgment of a 

111emo. ~:iven me for gua1·d Durga Persbad of my 
train. When Gnlam Sabir returned to the station 
·with tile books he told tile 3 guards who were going 
with 180ird<>wn 1Dnrga Pershad, Jaggan Nath and 
myself) that, on arrival of 4'down in ~aNaw,, 180 
down 'w••u1d be sent from Kalanour, and that be 
had advised the station moster, Sarsawa, acoordios:· 
ly, through a memo. oent by guard of 4 down. At 
7·15 houn Gulam Sabir, aosistant station master, 
geve Durga Pershad (head guard of our train) the 
'' flrde·r to proceed'' for our ta·nin. Durga. · Per~:~had 
aigoed the book in acknowled~ment of this and 
took it to the driver to be ••gned by him. Tha 
memo. (Anne1ure No. 1) wa• then written out by 
Gulam Sabir, and when it was completed one copy 
"Was handed to me and I signed the offioe cop.v in 
aoknowledgment of it. The office oopy and original 
abown me here ore the correot and original onM. 
I read the two copies and saw that the contents of 
the two were in substanoe the same, they were not 
.. ompared word for word. I noticed, however, that 
tbs two copies were both unmbered " 4. '' The 

·eorrection of this numb•r to" 5" on lhe office copy 
must hnve been made after I signed it. 1 did not 
notice any of tbe other memos. in the book. After 
giving order to 4 down to proceed, Gu lam 

. Sabir told Durga Pershad, in my preoence, thnt 
.-Sar>awa bad at first arraugsd for 91 up to leave 
Sarsawa on the arrival there of 4 down, but thnt 
he (Gulam Sabir) had cancelled this arran~ement 
'by sending a mou.o. by guard of 4 down at oarsawa 
"to say that, on arrival of 4 down at Sursawa, 
No. 180 down would be despatched from Kalnnour. · 
I did not see the office ropy. of this ·memo. and I 

--cannot sal whether it was ehown to any one else 
. When had signed for the memo.(Annexure No.1) 

I took it to rr.y t1ain and banded it over to ~uard 
• Durga Pershad, who signed for it ·in 1113 rough 

journal book. Our t1ain (180 down) then start~d 
at 7•15 hours. Between the departure of our t~o1n 
and the time of the accident I heard the dnver 

·whi•tle three times on the load. The last time it was 
tho danger whistle that waa blown, and at the oame 
·time the traiu was o!owed down. I applied my hand 
brake on hearing the whistle. M,- broke·von wu 
In tbo centre of the tl·ain. I looked out 11nd saw 
anorhrr trai11 approRching from tbe oppo!'ite direa• 
tion, Tho engineo must then have been 1 ~r. 8 

·telegraph [oslo apart. I saw the gateman nb1b~t· 
ing a re Oa~. Ao my traiu came to a atond·et11l 
I felt the obook of the other train rnnniog into us. 

About 80 n.innteo after the collision !he elation 
master, Girdhari La!, ths assietant otation maoter, 

•Gulam Sabir, and two menialo ardved from Kolanour. 

-
J, Ed&Dardo, guard.-I was guard in cbnr~e of 

"91 up goods which arrived in Sarsawa at 22:3-lo h?nro 
on the 18th July 1907. I did not rec<~~• hoe• 
clear to proce~d, but etaye~ in.the ya•d.all n•ght on 

-account of a tele~traph•o tater•11ptlon. Oa t~e 
morning of 14otb, after lhe passage of ~ down ~all, 
I waa ~iveo a 11 permbsioo to proceed '!1thont .1 1 ~e· 

·clear ' at 7·23. I gove the driver lhll permllslOD 
to proceed and be etarted. Fur a wbile before the 
1:0l)i~ion· took place I was in the .body of the brake 

- wnt1og llp my train pt~perl. I dtd n~t, the~efore. 
notice any aigonls or aoe the approa.Jbmg tr-'1D· .1 

·di<l no\ hear any whietle aud 1 d:d aot feel tho tr01o 
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,.Ja.4).ken 21pt!t>d. I w.u a.vsriJ of nothing nnu:!u.\1 
nntd the actual eoll,.ion took place. 

Tbe atmosphere Wll! very hilly, and one roulJ. not 
aee more thHn .!Ieven t~Jll'graph p 11h ahtnJ. Owing 
to the up grade Wd mns~ ha.\'O beon tuv ... !lin•"' h<'t· 
Wl!eD ten ancl twelre milos an bour wbt~n the o acoi· 
d~nt t~ok place. It ia '(uito po .. ible that tho d•·irer 
d1d whutle and thnL 1 d1d not htl\1' him •• thero 
waa, a atrong brooze blowin~r and I hoJ forty 
veb1des on. 

-
Binda, clriver.-Ms trnin stnrl<'·l fr,llll R1jpnrl\ 

on 'the 18th inetaut •• !llo. JS J down at about IJ 
bonn. I arrived nt Knlanour ahollt 23·13 hours 
I was put into tho doad-ond and told 1 could noi 
proceed untll moming. My train, the nod ruorni·1g 
""• combined with 109 down and we proct•t•dl!tl a; 
180 down, driver Mabowed Khan, ol tho l•••ding 
engine, being in charge. After p!lesiug th.:t J111Unl\ 

Bridge I heard the loading driver wl•ietlo and 1 
immediately applied my brake~, Oor traio hal 
j~at ~ome to .a stand wbon a train from the oppo•ile 
due~hon ran mto us. 

Mahon .. !~ Khan.-! woa dlivrr of tho l,•nding 
eugine (4.72) of No. 180 down goods on the !Ltb in· 
slant. I arrived at Kalanouubout 5.~5 houl'l. I hnd 
to wait the•e about 1l houn, I ramo from Pl,illuur 
as 108 down up to 1\al"nour, whore my tmin t'OIU• 
bined with ~o. 180 down, and 11'8 proceeded from 
there with tbis lattor number (180 down). AI 
Kalnnour the station lU•ster told mo that tho telo· 
gra;oh lino to 8arsa"a wao intorrupted. II• gn'" 
me a red 11 permission tu proooed witboa.t line-clear" 
and told 1ne I would have to go oautiuualy, lie 
alao dxplainPd the meaning of the pormjg,.{on to 
me fully. Dl'iver Binda wa• in charge ol the 
oeoond engine on our train. The trainloh oi7·U 
houn and travelled at nbont 10 mileo an l1ou•·· 
From the time we lef~ 1\alaoour up to the ti111o Gf 
th accident I wli.otled oevo,al tiwro. On roming 
round the curve on the south of the J umna D•·idge 
I suddenly observed a red il•g being exhibited by 
a gateman abont half a teh•graph post lengtb ab .. d . 
At the aame moment I aa'' another tro.1o appro11ab· 
ing from the oppuoite direction. It wuat thcd hnYO 
b•e• about 8 or 10 t•legrapb p ••ts away, It w•o 
a hazy morning, and1objooto at that diotanco could 
not be clearly diocerued. On """ing the rod flog I 
immedi>t;lv opened my whistle anJ appliod both my 

. vaounm and band brake•· My vocunm brako 
worked that on the trailing en~.ine a1 woll. )fy 
train was oa the point of eOIDJng to" •U.od·11tliJ 

·when the oppoaite train rao into .n•· I cau~ut llJ 
whether tbt dri•er of tbat tra•n ·~" tba 11gnol or 
what he """ doing when the acc•Jeot l'"I'P•oeJ. 
There were about 63 wo~ono on our lrain(l~tJd~wn). 
After the aooident, when I i•t oJI my eng•••• I 
found that tho band oad vacuum brake• un tho 
engiae of 91 np wore both down. 

Q. J, ])orcering, pt-rma.Mnt•tca1 ~1upertor, 
Sar~awa.-AI abool 6 80, "'"'" ~ ,.., go••ll to my 
trolly, I 1a,. guard Ed"ard• 1lrollmg about Letw.reo 
IDJ' truJlV and the and Of tiJt(J)&t.£o"ln, and ICCI~Ii&' 
00 train &bout un tbe 01aiD or kop hne I 111kPd hun 

h t he Wll doing. lie lnfor.,•rd Ina tl,at he had 
bee~ thne all uighc. waiti Ill( fur lino·cl• ar •• thcra 

1 an interruption between Kala.nour and t'ar~oawa. ::1 atarh·d off 011 my in11peeti••n k'·oping • look-ouL 
on the wireo. AI aboul milo l,On~' I took Tf!J 
t oil[ olf 11 a clear Yiow for mou than a t uulo 1 

1 not be gol and .j, down mn•l w •I UJ>O'''!'II 
=~~ cvntiooed my inopection by f...,t,. On. reach•ur 

•te ) Q.J.7 I found that Ll•• w1re• W?fl JD COI•t...~h :hich i nleMed. U wat then abm1t ~-~0 J 10 I 
!ked Lock to my trolly ao•l, •ft.r •lloO'lOII .j, do•n 

~~il to paoo f6·65), I left u 7-0 for So roan to 
inform tbe atation ma~ter aloot tJ.e ioterru1't~on 
being remoud. lit wao on I he, pL.tforrn and ln• 
f rUled me 1blt there wrre two tnu11 on tbe road. 
8°0 1 nturn~d with .t .• tion u.aater to do oor bttt; 
b 1 00 arri•ing .t m•l..l.OI~-Y we found tb•t He 
t:o traioo Lad cvloiJod. 



On my way up I saw ": line~sn bet'!een the 
distant signal and the facmg pmnta on h1s way to 
Kalanour, and on my way bao~ 91 up or~ssod me 
about ! mile out of the station. The dl'ITAr was 
on the left side of. his boiler inspecting his machi· 
nery. 

Murad EA«n, gate·keeptr, at mile 1,048·8 
and 9.-I .aw both tr11ins coming and put up my 
red flag. Th•y were about l a. mile apart. The 
d< wn train driver noticed my aignal and stopped 
in limo, the engine and two trucks pas<ing my gate· 
Judge; but the up train driver noticed my signal 
too late, tried his best to stop but could not do so. 
Owing to the heny dust further view than a t 
D1ilo could not be had. I can't oay wl•at speed the 
up train was coming at, as it did not pass my gate­
lodge; but I could oedho drinr was trying to stop 
as he had shut off ateam. 

' 
G. Skields, d•·ivtr.-I WRS tho driver of 91 up 

goods, which left li'aharsnpur on tho 13th instant . 

8 
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at 21·65 ~ours. I arr!ved in Sarsawa at 22·43 
. had to wa1t there until 7·20 hours tho f 11 ~na 
morning. The station master told me th OWing 
a telegraphic intPrru\Jtion be~weeen SHrsa;re "d 
Kalanour, At 7·20 hours on tl;e 14th 1 reca .and 

.. . . t d . h "" a permJ&Blon o proaee Wit out lineeclear" I 
understand this permission ollowa the train ~~ 
ceed at booked speed, I left Sarsawa after p:;:· 
passage of 4 down moil, which ran through f:r ' 
Kalonour to Pilkhani. On entering the onrve so~th 
of the J umna Bridge I ouddenly saw a train a 
proach from ~he.opposite direction. There is a gatt 
lodge on the ms1de of the carve at this place and, 
u it wa• a h~zy m.or!ling, I could not seethe sp· 
p1·oachi ng tram unhl1t was a bout 4 telegraph poets 
away. I first ••w a red flag exhibited and alrnol 
immeaiately after oaw tho engine of 180 dowo and 
alter that I heard the driver of that engine whistle. 
When I saw tho red flag I must have been travelling 
at about 16 mile• an hour. ' 

I immediately abut off steam and put. down both 
my '!aakeo, lily engine and tender only are pro· 
vided with vacuum brakeo, I bad 40 vehicles on 
my train, Train No, 180 down had stopped at 
almost the oame moment that I ran into her, 

FINDING. 

. . We, the undersigned, having carefully considered all the evidence, do find that thi~ 
accident was caus~d throu<>h the carelessness of the assistant station master, Kalanour (Guhm 
Sabif), in permitting No.l80 down goods to proceed on the blocked section without first 
cancelling the programme made by the station master, Sarsawa, for the departure from 
Sarsawa of 91 up goods on the arrival there of 4 down mail. We are of opinion that no memo. 
was given by Gulam Sabir to the guard of 4 down mail cancelling the previous programme 
made by the station master, Sarsawa. That Gula.m Sabir on hearing of the accident wrote 
out a memo. the mutilated office copy of which he has now produced. We believe that , he 
at first forg~ the signature of guard Newby on the office copy and showed the document to 
a number of feople, intending at the time to produce it in his defence at the enquiry; that, 
later on, feanng that the forg-ery would be discovered, he deliberately destroyed that part of 
the document on which the signatnre was forged, at the same time taking care that the b?dY 
of the do~ument was not destroyed. This memo. he has held back to the end of the enqwry, 
not knowmg exactly what use to make of it in his defence. 

W: e believe that the first part of lhe memo; written in black ink (by Durga. Pershad) 
was wntten with the object of its being sent by Durga Pershad, guard of 180 down. Than 
G~m Sabir, not being satisfied with the wording of it, another memo. in duplicate ')'as then 
wr•tte~ a.nd sent ?Y 180 down, and, after the accident, the office copy of the first memo. was 
fi~ed m, m purple mk, by Gulam Sabir and put forward by him as the office copy of the one 
SO!d to have been sent by 4 down mail, The fact that both these memos. bear the same 
No. (4) supports the above belief. · 

We are of opinion that, owin"' to the locality on the curve where the trains met, the 
obstruction ca_used to· the view by "a gate-hut on the inside of the curve and the hazy atmos· 
phere at the t1me, the result of the accident could not have been lessened. · t 

- We cannot assign any reason for guard Newby having gone into the telPgraph office \ 
Saharan~;ur on the arrival there of his train (4 down mail), and we do not believe the statemen 
of the signallers of Saharanpur and Pilkhani who say they wired to Sarsawa to stop 91 up 
goods on the mere verbal request of a guard. 

We find from the statement ~f Mr. Bowering, permanent-way inspector, Sarsawa, thal 
telegraphic communication had actually been restored before either 91 up or 180 down h~ 
left Sarsawa and Kalanour, but apparently the si<>nallers at these stations h~d not taken t e 
trouble to a~certain the fact, , " 

E. J. VERRIERES, 

President. 

U. C. SANDYS, 

Mem~er. 

K. M. KIRKHOPE, 

Jfember. 

In fonvarding these proceedinnos the Manager, No1·th Western railway, states that •:tt~e 
. t t · " 'II he m 1" 8661
• an station master at fault in this case is being prosecuted and th~ l'esult WI 

mat~d nil St'Oll as known.'' 
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Remar!.-s by the Senior Got·ernment Inspector of Railways, Luc"now. _,/ --
I aO.ree with the "finding" of the committee that the assistant station masterJak 

was resP<>nsible for the accident, as he should not have permitted 180 down goods' to prno':J 
until be was ce1·taiu that the station t?aster at Sarsa'!a. had received his memo, cancellin~c~he 
programme made by the Sarsawa stat10n master.-P"sde General Regulations (14 6) ~ th · 
worl..-ing time .tables. e 

JJocuments accomJJanying-
J. E. HABBETT 

' 
Senior Government Inspector. 

Annexure No. I.-Memo. dated 14th July 1907, from the.station master, Kalanour, to 
the station master, Sarsawa. 

Annexure No. 2.-!femo. dated 14th July 1907, from the station master, Kalauour, to 
the station master, Sarsawa.. · 

Appendix XVII. 
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Annexure 1 in appendix XVII to the abstract return of accidents 
on Indian railways for the twelve months ended the 31st De. 
cember 1907. 

Memo: No. 4,/rom Statz'on Master, Kalanour, to Statton Master Saraazca clate1l Utla 
Jul.j 1907. ' ' 

D? not sta1·t 91 up go~ds till arrival of ~2 down at you1·s. I will start ISO down goo,J1 
on arl'!val of 4 ~own mail at yours, detam 91 np goods at yours till arrival o! 12 down 
passenger, you can start 17 up and 91 up on arrival of 12 down at yours, no train will be 
started from here. · · 

:l\Iemo. given by Guard Durga Parshad, of 180 down goods, dated 14th July 1907, 

lrom Station Master, Kalanour, to Station Master, Saraawa. 

No. 4 please cancel your memo. liOS detain 91 up goods at yours till aniva.l of 12 down 
passen~er at yours, on arrival of 12 down passenger at yours you can start 17 up rasscngcr, 
and 91 up. No train will be started from here till ani val of 91 up here. 

\ 

Annexure 2 ·in appendix XVII to the abstract retnrn of accidents 
on Indian railways for the twelve months ended the 31st De· 
cember 1907 • 

.Memo. No.4, dated 14M July 1907,from Station Jllaater, Kalanour, to Station 
. Mader, Saraawa. 

D? not start 91 up goods till arrival ?f 12 down at yours. I will s~art 180 down goods 
on amval of 4 down mail at youra, deta1n 91 up gooda at yours till amval,o~ 1~ down pna. 
senger, you can start 17 up and 91 up on arrival of 12 down at yours, no tralD w11l he starte<l 
from here. 



Appendix XVIII to theabstra.ctreturnofaccidents on Indian rail­
ways for the twelve months ended the 31st December 1907. 

Report of the proceedings of a con~mittee of enguirg tchicl• assembled at Brgmanj6 
station, North TVeslern State t•ailwag, o" tlte 9th a"d 10th Octobcr1907 to 
enquire into the circunulances attending a collision between No. 129 11p 
and No. 144 dow!Z goods train• at mile 294-18 about midway betcoCCII 
Rohriand Begmanji stations, eal'llJ on the morning of the 6th October 1907. 

'l'he committee waa composed of the following officeu :-
A. T .. SToWELL, · !Jistrict Traffic Supel'ilttentle•t Pl'caitlenf.. 

•• } .Mem~ers. C. BRICO·OWEN, Offtciating Ezecutive Engineer 
T. W, WRENCH, .J.sJidut .Locomotive 8nperintende11e 

DESCRIPTION. 

Between midnight and 1 A. u., on the morning of the 6th October 1907, Nos. 16G down 
goods and 129 up goods traillil were due to cross at Begmanji station. 

No. 166 down goods left Rohri at 0-23 and arrived at Begmanji at 0·5S. No. 120 up 
goods left Khairpur at 0·40 and arrived at Begmanji at 1·8 hours. 

· When No. 129 up left Khairpur the assistant station magter, Begma.nji, asked Rohri for 
line-clear fir~t on arrival of No. 165 down, but ltohri refu>ed and asked for pref•rcuco for 
No. 126 do1vn. goods .. When No. 136 down arrivei, therefore, assis taut station master, 
Begmanji, detained No. 129 up and ~ta.ve Rohri line·clear for N~. 126 down. 

No. 126 down left Rohri at 1·10, and at 1-16 Begma)lji again asked for line-clear fur 
No. 129 up, bub Rohri 11-"'ain detained No. 129 up and ask•d for linc-cl~ar for No, lU do~;n 
goods. .. · · 

In the meantime, assistant station master, Bhag Singh, ha.d obta.in~d li~e-clcar ~or ~o. 
126 down goods from Khairpur, the next onward station in the down d1r•ctlon. · This li_nc· 
clear was copied out by Bhan- ;Sin.,.hand given to Slfal (a. waterman) to t.ke out tJ tho dnvcr 
of No. 126 down goods, This train arrived at 1·5t and tho line·olear ~as s•nt out at 1-:15. 
No. 126 down was standin"' on the loop line and No. U9 up goods, whiCh had boon delayed 
was standing on ihe station ;r main line. · 

After sending this "line-clear out the assistant station master received tho out r erort of 
No. 1U down goods from Rohri and began asking Rohri to ~ive line-~lear for ~ 0·N t 9

1 
ug 

goods on arrival of No. 144 down. In the meantime, the hne-olear m~endcdf• r 0 • 2 
down, which he had sent out by Sal a! was wrongly d•livered to the driver of ~0: 1 2t~~ 
goods, who started his train on it at about 2 o'clock. No. 1U down had left ~0 nat ~ 
and the two trains collided at mile 294-18 about balf way between tho two stations. 
· . . Damage to rolling stock and Jlermanenhv_ay is e_stimatcd at R~. _1,~:1, NoboJy waa 
killed and the engine" crew of both trains only rece1ved shght personalmJorl 8• 

/ 

• EVIDE~CE. 

BAag Sing A, auiatanl •lation maaler, JJegmanjl. 
-I come on duty at 24 houro on night of 5th Octo• 
ber. Lino·clear bad been gi ••n to Ki<oirpur lor 
129 up goods by tho a•aist.ant alAtion ma•t•r "hom l 
l'elieved. Train left Kbairpnr at o-W and arrived at 
Bogmanji at 1·8 on 6th. Train No.166 down goods 
lef~ Robl'i at 0·23 and arrived Begmanjl at o-51i On 
arri•al of No. 129 up from Khairpur, I alarted No: 
166 down for Khmirpur at 1·10. · I then aoked Rohn 
lor line·olear for No. 12~ up for tho aeeond time, 
having previously asked for line·olo•r at 0·~2 when 
abo loft Khairpur. This wao refuted and preloreneo 
ginn to No. 126 dolfn go>da. Rohri d<toutio~ 
mo11ago wao received by me at 0·56. AI 1·0 Rohn 
asked me if on arrival of No. 163 d>wn line would 
be clear lor No. 12d down goods.· 1 replied to thio 
at 1·4. giving liuo-clo>r for No. 126 down. No. 126 
down IsH l{ohrl ot 1·10 and tba11 I aoked Khairpur 
at 1·15 if on arrival of No. 166 down line would be 

I N 126 down Thia melfDgo wnl oignallod 
c~ea: 2~ ~·~ 1•16 1 ukcd ItoLri II on arrlnl of No. 
a 26 dow.n oodo line would bo cloarfor No. 1~0 up 

· 1 d A~ 1·27 I r•ceifed a metlage from Hubrl 
goo. •·d 1 .• g No 12a up •ooda to giu prelerrnce 
oiiUO e &IDIO ' ."' ' t \\ 0 N l4.J. d wn g(joJ• wb1ch wa1 runn1DII o mP.. 

~~ 1.~8 I.Wh:i ukrd me If on arriul of~·· ~~~ 
(I() a'L mloe liM would be clear for O• 

down go d No. 1~6 down arrited lorn at 1-~2. 
i~"t.5~o .. r!;.lied l!obri givi~~ looe·ole~r C,o,r. No.? U 

dJ. A.~ the ••me Uwe I rectlfl!t.& lneee ... r 
down ~b~ir or for \'lo. 126 down good•. ~t.lol c~ri"'l 
froa> d p Ill Sa!al •a termon. at I· ,6 to ~lfoto 
d_"~ 10 r;: l26• do.o.' I caref•IIJ tuld Sal•! to gin 
tbt:i~u~-cloo~ 1~ tbo drive

1
r of :!''};r;~000";~·db ,r:.~ oin2' to Khalrp~,r, aD wu • n "' d 

_g ·53 l recdYed out-rrport of~ •. H' do.wn goo • 
Aa 1 ll 1 · At 2.0 1 b<gan to .... l:ohnlor i•oe­!1:.:: ua 0:{~." 12~ up ourrifll of No. 1U down. i 



• ailed a few words wheu I notoiod No. 
bad only &Jgnt ting for Robri ata fair speed. I 
129 up "'£' • ,.•roffioe with red signal and I blew a 

rob'· u~1 a~d ':booted as loudly ao. I o~uld. I I&W 
w .

18 
AI" Bux giving .!anger · a•gnola to the 

ari~!:~·~ al-~ noticed that the st-rting signa\ th" 
at danger.. Finding I wa• unable to attrac . e 
driver'• attention, I returned to my office •2nd w~e~ 
Rohri to atop No. 144 down goodaaa N?· 1 9 up a 
left for Robri on,wrong line•olear; th1a was dt ~-it 
Robri replied at 2·20, "No. 144 dowa goo a e 
for Begmanji at 1·58.'' 

(By ezamination.) 

(I) The starting aignal io lo'!ered hy pointsm~~ 
after he get a signal from the ot.t1on maoter or &IllS 

tant atatiou master on duty. 
(2) The pointamau doea not lower the of&!ting 

oignal if an engine whietlea, unl~sa he has ~ad a1gnal 
from tho stotion maoter or "'"'slant sfallon moater 
on dnt;r, to do oo. 

(3) I did not .hear engine of No. 129 np gooda 
whistle before ata•t•ng. 

(4.) After No. 129 up had sta .. ted, I asked ~·fal 
why be had given tho line-clear to tho wrong dnver. 
lie told me that he met a driver on the way out, who 
took theline•olear from him. 

(5) On arrival of No. 12~ np goods ,laaw .the 
guard, Hossain Mahomed, but d1dnot ••a h1m aga~~. 

Safal.-1 came on duty al 24 honro on night of 
oth October. There were two trainoln the otation 
when aSAiatant station maater onlled me and gave me 
a line•olear form and told me to give it to the driver 
of the train which wao going tel Khnirpur and which 
woo otanding ou tho second lino. When I had 
received the line-clear I took it and went towarda the 
engine of tho Khairpnr train. On my way I 
met a driver who took lheline·olear from mo. I do 
11ot know what colour tl1e Jine•olear waa on that 
night no I did not look at it. I know the difference 
b•tween an np and a dcwu line-oleor, (NOTE.­
Witn.,; wa• aAow• up anrl down lme·clea' booka 
anti •••• able to diBiingui'4 them correctly.) 
After IJ,ad given tho line·olear to the driver I came 
back to tho office I!Dd toltl tho aosistaut station 
master. When the train otarted assietant elation 
moster asked me which train b going. I told him 
tho Rohri train, Th• assistant otation maoter then 
ran out and ohowed a red signal. 

.dbtlu/la,\, d•·over.-1 waa the driver tf No. 129 
np good, o! 6th and 6th October and arrived at 
Degmanji a\ about 1·0 houro. on the morning of 
the 6th. I got down to •xamine my engine and 
found my little end bolla looae.nud one of the driving 
boxeo waa running hot. J tightened np the little end 
bolts and poured some oil and tallow into the hot bo:~, 
I waa otill working at my eogiue wh•n one of the 
station of all' came up to my engine with a line-clear 
and I told him lo wait a bit aa 1 had not quite 
finished my work. The porter told me that I wao 
to start at once so I said all right. I took the 
line-cl•ar and without looking at it put It In my 
poooket. I then got on to the foot plate and seeing 
the starting li<nal wao lowered 1 blew the engine 
wbisUe and started. After passing over the polnto 
I got all right oignalo from the guard, but did not 
~:et any oi~nal at etarting. When I had gone about 
four ruileo 1 saw a white light twinkling on the line 
ahead. I then aaw a green light, I thought it moat 
be aomothing on tho line ao 1 •hut off ateam and 
applied the vacuum brake, O!"'ned the whi•tle and 
reversed my lever. It was. however, of no avail 
and after a ohort time there was a severe amaah. 

(By ezaminalion.) 
(1) I know tl1e difference between an up and 

". down _lino·oloar as th~ np :line•clenr has two red 
l111oo on 11 and the down hne·olear lo plain. 

~2) 1 di~ not ~oak at the line·olear aa I had been 
W&Jtlng oomo lime at Bogmanji and having crossed 
another tra!n I !bought it wao all right, ••!"'oiall 
as the olar!tng Btgnnl had been lowered,. y 

(S) Du"!'.g the, whole time m;r train was st&nding 
at Degma.n11• 1 d1d not leave my engine. 
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(4) I cannot t·ead but am able to distinguish 
figures when olea~·ly written. 

(0~> e.ramination it 10111 found tAat I~• rlriv., 
coulrl noe recogni••.Jigure•.) 

Sai<l .Ali, Jireman.-l was the fireman of No. 12~ 
up ooda !'n the morning ?.f the 6th Oc~ober, My 
train arl"lved at BegmanJt and woa recotved on the 
station line. As one of the driving boxes wa• 
running hot the driv•r went underneath to oil it 
and I waa oitting on the foot:plate ho_lding. a lamp 
for him to see by. We were at•II oocnpted WJtb thi• 
when the line·olear waa brought up to the en~ino 

· by one of tho station atall'. The driver came 0 oot 
from un<ler the engine and took theline·cleor. I 
went on to the foot·plate and started getti•lg the 
fire l'fady. The driver whiotled and after the signul 
bad been lowered otarted the train. After the train 
had left the station the driver exchanged oignals 
with the guard. After wo had boen running for 
sometime the driver pointed out a light in front. 
He opened the whistle and then ohut olf steam and 
when he saw that it was another train in front, he 
appli•d the vacuum brake and reverse? the l?ver 
but did not open ateam. The two tra1os colltde<l 
.sho1·tly aftrr. 

JluttA11, I:Aallasi-On the night of the accident 
I was tho fil'eman of No. 129 up gcods and was 
breaking coal on the top of the tende1·. When 
the dt·iver and the fireman were wm·king at a hot 
axle I heard a man aaking the driver to take the 
Jine:.lear. The driver took it, got on to Ids engine, 
blew the w!Ji.stlo, tho algnal wao lowered and the 
train started. I a~ain otarted to break coal on the 
tender and I heard the driver aay he aaw a light 
ah•ad and w• all thought it woo a train. The driver 
shut ofl' steam, put on hia brake and reversed the 
lever and the coltisionocourred. 

Hu.,ain Malwmerl, guarrl.-I was the guard of 
No.12~ np gooda of 5th and 6th October. My train 
arrived at Be~manji at 1·16 on morning of the 6th. 
On 811'iv•l 01t :tatioo I "ent to the &O<iotant station 
master's office. I saw that the D08istaut station 
master wat eno-a~ed in hio work, and as I smelt some 
burning oil, i 0

Went np toward a the engine and felt 
all the axle boxeo of tho train as I thought one of them 
must be bot. J, however, fonnd them all cool and 
on enquiry from the drive~, I wao told that oue of 
the engine boxea wao runomg hot. I then went back 
towards the brake, on the other aide of my train 
and "hen 1 got to the brake I went round it and 
stood on the platform. (Train No. 166 down go~• 
which had been standing on the loop line had, 1n 
the meantime, left for Khairpur, and after some 
lime No. 126 down gooda ~rrived from. l!obri and 
was 1·eceived on the loop hue. lly tratn otood on 
the platform line, and m,r brakevan wao about two 
or tluee •eohioleo away from the platform on the 
Khah'PUJ' side. This ia about 300 feet from the ala· 
lion building.) After the at~ ivai of 126 down I wao 
standing on the platform, near the brake, when 
the driver of my traio whistled and started. Befo1·e 
the driver started the starting signal wao at danger 
but after be bad whiotled the st .. ter was lowered. 
I then got into the brakevan and ga•e the drirer 
all right •igoolo after my brake had pasoed over tho 
points. When I had gone some diotonce I he~d 
tbe driver whiotle and noticed the speed of the tram 
was being reduced. !stood on the footboard of the 
bt•ake and looked ahead. Ao soon ao I looked ahead 
the collision oeourrod and I fell off the brake-van. 
After a ohot·t time I got up and noticed that 6 
vehicle& of my train had been badly smashed. 

I wioh to further otate that when 23 up passenger 
of 6th arrived at Begwanji, to which otation l had 
1·etnrnod from the aoene of the aocidanf, in the pre· 
oence of guard Noor DiG who was running spare with 
that train, the &ISistant •tation m<ster told me to 
make a statement that the driver of No. 129 np 
goodo had taken the line-olear from Safal on the 
platform, nnd that the starter was at danger. I 
replied " I have already made 111y otatement to 
the pollee of what nctoally ocoun·ed." 

(B,v e:xami11atio11.) 

(1) My usual practice when running with a good• 
train io to exchange " 1all riKht" oigna's with the 
driver after the train has passed over tha points. 



(2) I never get permissi?n from the station 
mastor on duty to atart my tram. 
· (S) On this particul•r day I did not get any rcr· 

miasion from the station master to ela1·t my train, 
(4) The engine whiotled before starting. 
(o) Wben the rngine whistled 1 did not ask the 

station master if I could start my train. 
(6) When the e•gine whistled I did r.ot give any 

starting signal 
(7) At the time the train started I waa •tanding 

on the plutform two or three veLicle len~;tha from 
tho Kl1airpnr end of the platform. 

tS) At that time I did not aee any of tho st•tion 
staff, 

(9) When I was standing on the platform nl! 
-a in gala were at danger. · 

(10) The ota1·ting signal wao lowered after the 
.driver bad whi•tled and started. 

(11) When the brakevan passed the office 1 wao 
inaide the brakevanr 

(12) After the train had atartea I did not see 
any one on the platform, there was, however, one 
mall at tbe.starting signal. 

(13) I did not speak to the driver at llegmanji. 

(14) After the accident I did not have' much 
.conversation with the driver; I only naked him if 
hs hod been. hurt. 
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.A.li Bu:rpointeman.-I cams on duty &t 24 hour1 
on ni•ht of 6th October. I got orders from as.iat. 
ant eetation master that two traino were to cross 
at thia ahtion, J got the loop line key and went 
out to lbe poio\8 at the Ruhri end or the station. 
·The tr&in f1·om Khoirpnr (No. 129 up goods) 
arrived first and the engine cams to a stand 5 or 6 
wagon lengths from tbe crossing· on the otation 
.Jine. The Rohri traiu wae received on the loop line. 
After it was received I set the point a for the station 
line but again hearing tbs Rohri boll and seeing that 
the Khairpur train bad etartad from the loop 
line, I again a't the point. for the loop line and 
admitted the eeound train from Rohri on that line.' 
After Ibis train arrived frail\ Robri I again set tbe 
pointo for the stulion lineae I e:rpsoted the up train 
would be atarting for Rohri in a abort time. I did 
uot, however, lower the starting aignol na I hod not 
received any aigual from the station to do 10. Tbres 
.or four minutes after the arrival of the aecond train 
from Rohri, I saw the train whioh wao standiog 
on the atation line start towards Robri. I atill ke~t 
tho atarting sign•! at dangar. The driver of th11 
train did not whistle before starting. Aa atarting 
oignal wua at danger I ahowed ·a reel signal to the 
·driver, He did llot stop and. as the engine pa•sed 
the starting signal, aume one on tbs engine called 
·out" why haven't you lowered tbe signal," I replied 
.bo"au•• 1 have no orders to do oo. When about half 
tho train had pused over the points I aaw· 1 red 
signal from the station, I again ahowed red signal 
in direction of train and blew my whistle which ia 
.always in my poesesaion, bot the driver took no 
notice. 1 ran after the train till the lights of the 
.brakevan disappeared round the curve. I then re• 
turned to the station and was informed by tho 

.asistant station master that the train had left for 

.R~hri on a wrong line-oloar. I did not ••• any 

.guard in the brokevan and ao tho train was goiug 
too fast I was uoable to jump into tho brakevan 
'When it passed the pointe. 

. Ram Da,., (g•arcl of 12G cl·w~l--'?• the 
·mght of the accident we entered Del(manJIOtatiOn and 
·we were admitted on tho 2nd line. A• I left mr brake 
~ heard tbe engine of the up train which wao stand· 
1og on tho atation line blow ita whLitlo. I turned 
round and saw thai the aignol waa lowered for the 
train ; then tbe train started and al tbs brake passed 
·tho place where I was standing I went on to the plat• 
form and wont into the station moater'o offioo and 
aa~od him for the line-clear for my train w~ioh he 
•o1d he had aent up; then I aoked him what t1me he 
hod booked " In" and what time "out " and be oald 
.52 and 65. After that I cau:e out on the platform, 

but •• my tiain did not atnrt though the aignnl was 
lowered, I uked tho sssiotant atation rnuler thot if 
hs hod sent up the line·olear how 1vaa it lbnt my 
train did not start ; then the aoai.hut alation maater 
onmo out on to the platform and turned ronnd and 
asked ms where the up train wno. l told him tbnt 
the up train had go11e out nnd that we oould juat 
oes ito lights in the diatanoo. Tho u•iatant alation 
master uid "ohow your r;d light" which I d1d and 
•o did the n.,istant sto•ion mBBter ; but the traiu 
could not be stopped; After tl1ot when tho porter 
Will returning from the nohri aid~, the aMis• 
tant alation master uked tho former 1tby l•c had 
given the line·doar to tho Rohri train whioh l10 bod 
sent out for the Kh·•irpm• tr.in. Ilo otruck the porter, 
but the porter said" you did n .t toll n:e "hiou train 
the line-clear ""' for, oo I govs It to the 
train whicb;had been standing here aomo time." After 
tb!a I asked the assistnnt station muter for a eopy of 
my lill•·clear which ha gave me. I then proceeded to 
Khairpo•·· 

Jewara, dt•iver,-1 wao tl1e driver of Nn. 126 down 
of 6th Ootobs1', I arrived from llohri ot Bogmonji at 
about 1·45 a~d my tro!u wso reoeived on the loop line. 
There waa an up train standing ou the st11tlon line and 
after I had beeu standing for a minute cr two 1 hoard 
tho engine oC thia train whiatle and tmio sllrted. Dy 
thi• time my signal hod hem lowered and as I J,ad 
not received a lioe·olear Ilool<od in tho direction ol 
the station to see if anyone "'"' bliogiog it to mo • 
At thio time I noticed that tho st .. ting oi~ool for 
the np train bad bem lowered. I got my hne·cle11r 
after about 15 minutes and started for Khoirpur, 
I asked tho porter who brought me tho lino·cl•ar why 
he bad been ao Joni!' ahont it. Hs told me that • 
mistake had been mado and that my line·olear had beeo 
given to tho driver of tho up tram and that thio wos 
a fresh copy. 

Sooma1 dt•ivet•.-1 was the drinr ol No. UL 
dowo goode on the morning of 6th 0Jtober. I left 
Rohri at 2•3 (by my watch). After I had gone aomo 
few mile• I saw a white light obead. I thought first 
of all it. ~as the light of a goto house. I theu ••• 
a red light and thoo~ht it wos a ~rolly .•o opeo~d the 
whistle. Directly I bad done tb•• I dlScove•·e~ 11 waa 
a train and that it wao quite near. I apphed the 
vacuum broke and ah ot oll ~team. I I hen ran to tho 
baud brake and put it on. I then went back t~ ~be 
lever and wa• about to roveros it wh··n the colha~oo 
took place. The tender capsized. I got of! m'[,. en~:~e 
and mel the dl·iver of No. 129 np and h~ aa1 tht~" 
tho reault of a miotake on tho port of as!lotnl!t •!at•on 
ma•ter, llegmauji." lie aloo told me that h" Olgnalo 

. wore all properly lowered aod that he. had excban.ged 
·.,nala with tho guard, bot on lookJog.ot the !JOe· 

:~.,. nolV be found that ho bad been glren a down 
line•olear iostead of an up one. 

. ' 1 
Furlhr olate.,MI of drtver .Soomar.-

. d the driver of No. 129 np Jl••odo why he had 
as~el ked at hiolino·claar before ota•tin~. an~ hel?ld 
no oo of his eo ino bo••• bad boon ronntng 
me that one h g .1• ·t when tho line•clenr 
warm and that e .wns Oi lng I 

waJ brought np to h1m. . • 
~ D'n goard.- I W" runn1ng •pare w1~h 

. oor ' ' on 6th Ootoher. Wbeo the tr••• 
tra!u No. i' u!an'i I snw gnnrd Hno .. in l\1ohn011cd 
an·d•veBdba: S~n"h l assistant otatlon master, tolkin~ 
on a~ I a ' I I p to tlitJrl&l'd to 
togct~er on thot~~at~oom;ion "O:,~u~ed. I heard Dh•K 
a~k bhm ho~bat it would be to their advnnlage if 
Smg say d ., 00 had bott.r oav tb at the 
their statement• agree •) y d for 12~ np ;, llouain 

t" ~ ignA1 was no .. owere · 
alar IDo d 'd be could oot promiu to maio ouch a 
l\lobame a>~• d be would think about what bs 
otatement Tho asaiotant alation mOlter I boo ani~ that 
:would ••rid ot make that ••atement be (tho amotant 
~~Ji'o:"':ua~er) would prove tbat tho gnnrd wa• 

1 in hil braknan. • h 1 81 eepi did not bear any. more but!Iuuam Mo amt< 
asked ms to wituell th" atatoment. -C~a.derBAan, 1talio• maottr, Deg_mfa>Ui.'d~" 
tbe morninlf of 6th October 1 bad been ID orme Y 



, .t 1 bouse thaHne·clearfor ~own tt •!n bad. 
SaliU a .mY b ht" n to the up tram by miStake. 
been gtven Y 1 

• d I 0 tb d y that tho new line·cleara were reoelve 
jo~tru~fe~ my otaff in the difference between an up 
and a down line·clEar. 

4 

Not1.- One of the station menil•la, a waterman, 
was taken at random andlaoked which was an up line­
clear form and which a down form. He an•wered 
correctly. 

:FINDING. 

The assistant station master, Bhag Singh, ~n his statement s~ys th~t he gave ~he line·cl~ar­
to Safal and carefully nplaioed to hi~ ~h~t 1t was for ~he tram go~n~ to .Khall"pur, wh10b 
was standing on the loop line. Safal u ll_hterate, but 1s a~le to d1stmg~u;h an • up from 
a down line-clear. He says, however, he d1d not lo~k at ~he lme-clear ?n t111s occ~ston. ~he· 

sistant station master also says that while he was stgnal110g the enqull"y to Rolm he uot1ced 
~8that No. 129 up goods train was starting at a good speed" and he ran out and tried to stop 
it. 

On the other hand, Safal says that " .on his way'' to the. Kh.airpur tl·~in he was met 
by a driver who took the line-clear from h1m. Under cross-exa.m1nat1on he pomted out a. spot 
on the platfrom about 50 ft. from the office, as the place where the line-clear was take~~o 
from him. He further states that after this he returned to the office and told the assistant 
station master that he had given the line-clear. 

Now No. 129 up was going to Rohri. It had a load o~ 44 wagons and this wi~h the 
length of the enooine and tender makes the total length of tram about 1,160 feet. The d1sta.nce. 
from the clearan~e mark on the Rohri side to the station building is 900 feet. The pointsman. 
Ali Bux says the engine of No. 129 up came to a stand about 5 or 6 vehicle lengths from the 
crossin"" which is equivalent to say 125 feet. Assuming that this was cor1·ect it would bring· 
the brak~van about 375 feet on the Khairpur side of the station building or beyond the end 
of the platform. This is where the guard Hussain Mohamed says it actually stood and we 
have no doubt this is correct. 

We consider the exact position of the train impm·tant, because as it stood, if the statement 
of Safal is correct, there would have been ample time after he r~turned to the office for the 
assistant station master to question him and see that the line-clear had been col"fectly delivered, 
as the d1·iver after taking the line-clear would have had over 700 feet to walk up to his engine, 
Again if the statement of Bhag Singh that, while he was working he himself notice:l the 
up train starting, is correct there would still have been ample time for him to have stopped. 
the train ot· at all events warned the guard, the brakevan bein~ 12 or 16 vehicle lengths in 
rear of his office. 'l'he guard says there was nobody on the platform when his brakevan passed 
the station building. · 

Further, Ram Dass, the guard of No. 126 down, says that after the arrival of his train on 
the loop line, he saw No. 129 up start and waited for it to pass him before he could get on to· 
the platform. He tl,en went and asked the assistant station master for his line·cleat· and was 
told it h•d been sent to the driver. It was only when he asked a second time and said his 
train was not starting that the assistant station master came out of the office and discovered· 
that the up train had started instead of 126 down. 

From the statement of Ram DaEs, w hi eli we consider quite reliable, together with the 
~vidence of the engine staff and circumstances detailed above, it is proved that the line-clear 
mten~ed for No: 12~ down wa~ by mistake taken to the engine of No. 129 up which had been· 
'tandmg some t1me m the stattou, and handed to the driver by Safal. 

. As regar.ds the starting signal the points man Ali· Bux did not get clear orders from th~. 
ass1stant stat10n master that No. 129 ~1p was to be detained for two trains coming from Rohn 
an~ when, theref?re, after the aHi.val of No. 126 down the engine of No.129 up whist!ed, the 
po!ntsman assummg that that tram was to start lowered the starting signal after setting the· 
pomts correctly. That the signal was lowered is proved by the statements of the engine staff 
and guards of both 126 down and 129 up goods trains. · 

In the circumsta~ces detailed above and after careful consideration of all evidence we are· 
of opinion that the assistau t station master Bhaoo Singh did not take sufficient measures to 
see that the line-:lear fot• No. 126 d_own 'Ya~ corr;ctly delivered to that train and he did no~ go· 
ou~ t~ see the tra1.n started .. Nor did he 1nform the pointsman that No. 129 up was deta.me.d 
anu two down trams were expected to arrive before No. 129 up was to start. For thia he 1S 
held to bla~e. 'l'he d~i~er. Abdullah of No. 129 up is to blame for not looking at his !ine-clear 
before startmg. He ts tlhterate but knows the difference between an up and a down hoe-clear • 

. 'l'he guar~, Hussain,Moham.ed! of No. 129 up, is a~so to blame for not haying a~ked t~e 
asSIStant station masters permiSSIOn to start his tratn even after the enoome wh1stled, In· 
ao~ordance ~ith 1·ule 269, subsidrary rule (c) of the Rules and Regulation~. Had he done­
th•s the acmdent could have been avoided. 

A. T. STO\'\'ELL, 

Preaident. 
C, BRICO·OWEN, 

Member • 
• 

T. W. WRENCH, 

Memher. 



Remarks ~!/ tlte J.fanager, 
In forwardin$' copy of the above proceed in <>s, the Ma a f . 

mentioned letters m regard to this accident anlthe said pn geedr. orwarfds 00~1es o[ the nndcr• 
roce tngs o enq U1 ry, 

166ST·15·07 2811. 
Lelter No. BlBfJ • dated 29th Octoher 1907,from llte Traffic Superintendent, Nortll Welter" 

railway, Lali.ore, to t~e Manager, Nortli. 1Ye&tern r 1·• L , , a •way, anore, 

CoLLISION BETWEEN Nos. 129 UP AND 144. DOWN GOODS, 

Your No. 3946, dated 23rd iuta11t, 

I beg to send herewith the proceedings of the officers' joint enquiry held · th' 
d' ·· 'l . 1n 1scase. 

h
. Thhedidnvert 1s m~m yt re.stpotnbstblebfor kt~e c?llision, for at.arting his train on a line·clea.r 

w IC .no app1y o l , us rea 1Dg l!eneral rules 223 a.nd subsidiary rule 8 d 
8b, A.ppendi:z: 2 of Chapter 13 of the general a.nd subsidiar;r rules A<>ain under 8 g a an 1 rules 297 and 297 a, he started his train without the guard's ngnal. ' o en era 

I recommend he be prosecuted • 

. The asshtant statio!~ master !s only to ?lame to the extent that he failed to correctly 
a~~se and e:z:change s1gnals ~1th. the .Potnts staff as required ~under the general and aub. 
suiiary rules 247 and for not sattsf.flng himself, nnder rule 269c, that the correct train wu 
being started, 

I propose to reduce him to a signaller for one year. 
'The pointsman is responsible for lowering the starter without the permission of the station 

master nnder general rule 49 (2) and I propose t() fine him Rs. 5. 
The guard is in no way responsible for the accident; he gave no starting signal and ia 

Dot responsible f()r the correct deli very of the line·clear to his driver. 

:Letter No. 4105-T. 8., dated 1st Novemher 1907, from tli.e Manager1 Nortfl Western railwoy, 
Lali.ore, to tlte Traffic Superintendent, Nortlt Western ra,lway, LaAore, 

1663-15.07 . • 
In reply to your letter No. 8132 • dated 29th October 1907, I beg to state that 

the driver should be prosecuted. I agree also with your other recommendations in the letter 
exCI'pt as regards the guard. The driver should not, it appea,.s, have started the train 
without a signal from him, v1'de rules 297, 297 (a) and 269 (c), and under the rules the 
guard ahonld not have given this signal until he had received permission from the station 
master. :Both th.se rules were broken and yet the gua.t·d subsequently exchanged "all right" 
lignals with the driver, In his evidence the guard alsD stated that he habitually disregards 
these rules. · 

I shall be glad to have your further remarks regarding the guard. 

Remarks lJy tli.e Government Inspector of Railway1. 

The causes which led to and the circumstances attending this. collisio'! .are almost 
precisely similar to those which caused the more recent and more smous collisiOn at ,Kot 
Lakbpat station on the North Western railway, on the 24th October 1907, the proceedin~s 
o~ the joint enquiry into which, together with my own remarks, have already been sn • 
m1tted, · 

It appears that the sequence of events which led to the present accident was as 
follows:-

Aline-clear for a down train (No. 126) was oareles•l.Y.h~nded over by the stati?n ~ter 
on duty without sufficiently explicit instructiQns tQ an illiterate and p~obably untntellige~' 
menial and handed loy him t() the driver of an up train (No. 129) wh~ m turn sta~ted hls 
train without sati•fying himself that the line-clear was C'•rrect and 1n order (ftrantmg t~at 
he was capable of t h1s) and without getting his guard's signal t() start. The asslB~Ilt 

1
station 

master on duty failed to CQITectly advise his points stoff and se• tbt t~e 8!~1s were 
correctly set, and from the manner in which ·the tr~in was etatted an ~ 8 Sl~;~.• wcle 
worked, does not 'appear to j!rasp the responsibility of his position as la1d down m rue 
No. 244 et aeguentia of the general rules. t ha 

· ,The pointsman at the trailing points, over which NQ. 1211 up passedg appears 0 'thv& 
lultered the starting si.:mal withoutaoy orders. And th• guard ,,f f 0• bl~d. up r:i~\er a:d 
ignorant of, or tacitly ignored, the existence of rul•s ~6~ (1) .an ~u Sl tary d' 
rules 297 and ~ub~idiary rule (a) which his driver by .. ke in ~~rbng Without his, the gnar s, 
permission ILild which he states in his evidence be hab1tually dure~ards. . 

The d · · th• ld tread or write En"'lish · it was, f,hereFore, not pOIBible nver, In IS case, cou no o 1• 1 22~ (1) d (2) but 1t wu 
for him to fully CQm.ply with the requirements of g•ner• f'1 e '' an • 

Awcondis :XVIlL 



uite possible for him, had he look~d at his line-cleat;, before atarting his train, to have satisfied 
~iroself that he had received an up and not a down hue-clear, . . 

I am therefore 'of opinion that in order that the conditions laid down in rule 223 (l) 
and (2) ~ay be fully complied with, all drivers should be called upon to pass a. strict exa.mina­

tion in reading and writing English; but as the immediate ~nfor~emeot of such a. regulation 
would entail the retirement of a large number of the nattve drtvers, I would suggest a time 
Jim it of 3 or 5 years after which all drivers must be fully qualified in the above respect. 

As a safe~ard in the meantime, I would recommend that all line-clears for stopoinoo 
goods trains should 

1

be handed ~o the driver ~y the g~ard of the train and that in th~ 'cas~ 
of running-through tra.ins cr~ssmg other trat?s, the hne-cl~ar shall be personally handed 1n .the 
clip to the driver of the ruonmg-thrm1gh tram by the stat10n master on duty at th1 facmg 
points. · · 

It is perhaps open to question whether it is necessary to legislate for such gross carele~s­
ness as the case of a driver not opening his line-clear in order to ascertain whether it is for 
his train or for one in the opposite direction,· but it should ensure the right line-clear heinoo 
delivered were the forms for up and down trains, respectively, printed on entirely distinct 
coloured papers. . . 

In conclusion, it may be remarked that since the introduction of the new general rules 
a new form of line-clear has been brought into use on the ·North Western r•ilway on which 
'the 8ioonature of the guard of the train to which it refers is not taken as was previously 
requir~d on the old line-clear form~, and such safeguard as this may have constituted is thus 
omitted. Further it may be noted that the List and Morse system of interlocking does not 
permit of 'the starting signals being under direct control of thd station master, and it is very 
necessary that it should be firmly impressed on all pointsmen that on no account are any 
si"'nals to be lowered without the orders of the station master on duty. · 

0 . 

In fact this accident points to a general disregard of rules essential to safe working and 
.a very reprehensible slackness of · discipline due, apparently, to insufficient practical super­
vision. 

W. D. WAGHORN, MAWR., R.E., 

Government l118pector, 

.Remarks by tke ~enior Government I,.aper.tor ·of Railways, Luckno-w. 

~fhis accident report discloses a lamentable disregard of rules by at least three respon­
•ible railway servants. The assistant station master, with two trains in his yard, writes out a 
line-clear and sends it without taking any steps to ensure its being given to the driver for· 
whom it was intended. The driver of No. 129 up takes the wrong line-clear, never looks to see 
if it is correct and starts off without receiving the starting signal from the guard, and the· 
g-uard gets into the train and lets it start without obtaining permission from the station · 
master on duty to do so. 

This general apathetio indifference to'rnles indicates a laxity of discipline that evidently 
requires tl'e immediate serious attention of the North Western 1·ailw"y administration. There 
ia absolutely no use in ~ormulat.ing rules for the safe workin&, ot railways unless care is taken 
to ensure these rules bemg · ca.rrted out • 

. . l~a.ying the ~p and d~wn !ine-clea;s print~d _on ~ifferent. colo_ured paper. would !Jot least 
.asstst Jlhterate drtvers and statton menials to d1stmglllsh the duect1on for· whtch the Iine-clea~ 
was intended. . The recommendation of the Government Inspector that, all line-clears for 
&topping goods trains should be handed to'the driver by the'guard and that in 'the case of 
running-through trains crossing othet· trains, the line-clear 'should be p~rsonally handed by 
the station master on duty to the driver at the facing points, should be adopted. 

J. E. GABBETT, 

9t~ November 1907. Senior Govermnent ln1pector. 



. Appendix XIX to the abstract return of accidents on Indian rail· 
ways for the twelve months ended the 31st December 1907. 

Report of the proceedings of a ccmmittee of enquiry wltich assembled t 
Kot Lakhpat Station, North Western railwav, on the 25th October 190; 
to investigate th~ circumstances attending the collision between No. 9 11; 

passenger and .No. 154 down goods at that station on the 24th October 
1907. 

The committee was composed of tbe following officers:­

E. C. LISTER, Executiv.e Engi11eer President. 

J, J. INGLIS, Dist. Loco. Supdt. 

C. E. HoLLOWAY, IJist. Traffic Suptlt. :} .iJlem~m. 
8. E. WALLACE, 1Jep11ty Inspector-General, Railway Police ·l 

I 
·E. R. ANDERSON, City Magistrate, Lahore . . • ~ Present . 

W. D. WAGHOBN, Muoa, R. E., Got·ernment Inspector of Railway1 .J 
DESCRIPTION. 

On themorniDg of the 24th October 1907 No. llit down goods left Lahore for Bhatinda. 
at about 4-45 hours, Ol' 1 hour 41 minutes late, and proceeded as fa.r as Kot Lakhpat station 
where it arrived at about 6' hours, or a few minutes over 2 hours late, This train was admit­
ted into Ko~ Lakhpat station on the platform loop and brought to a stand clearing the points 
leading to the main line at either end. . 

'l'he train stood thus for some minutes whilst the assistant station master, having obtain· 
ed l,ine-clear for No.9 up passenooer which was due to arrive from Kana. Kacha. and was 
running- through to Lahore Can~nment West, prepared and endorsed the line-clear form 
in duplicate for the up passenger, and handed one copy to the station . waterman to be 
delivered by the pointsman at the up facing points to the 'driver of No. 9 up as he ran through. 
The duplicate copy he took himself to band to the driver opposite the station in the event of 

'his failing to pick up the line-clear at the points. . 
• • Signals were lowered for the up pas~enger to run th~ough, when, just as It was approa.c~­
Ing, the goods train started and moved forward, and, takmg the cross-ove: road on to the m~In 
li~e, collided with tha ·passenger train about 75 feet inside the tongue ra~ls of the up facmg 
pomts. · · · · . 

· No._9 up passenger must have been run?ing at~ spee~ of ab.out 30 mtles an. h~ur, and 
the force of the collis1on drove the goods engtne and Its tram, which was only movin., slowly 
forward, back a distance of about 70 feet. . . · 

The two leading bogies on No. 9 up were completely telescoped and Jt was In these .two 
carria;!es that all the serious casualties occurred. Altoj:ether. ~1 passengers w~re ktllcd 
and 25 passenooers and 4 of the train staff more or less senously IDJDred. Doth e~gmes were 

. very badly da:':taged, the above two bogie carriages-th.e le~ding on~ a 3rd class t\h guard's 
compartment at one end-and the second, a compos1te 10termedia.te and Sr od c aEB, :Jro 
com{>letely smashed, and the five leading good~ wagons on No. 15J. down go s were so 
Ve1y badly damaooed. 

The estimat<~·d cost of damage to rolling-stock is about Rs. 55,000 and to permanent-
way about' Rs. S72. 

EviDENCE. 

N. 0. Halclar, District Traffic Superintendent, 
hhatinda.-I was travellin" b•ck to Bbalinda on 
154 down gnods. My carri:~e wllil inrdde the rear 
br•ke-van and I was ooleep when I beard tl:e crash. 
Th•a wo\ followed by another orasb. 

Lookmg out on the station oide 1 oa"oV that my 
trtttn WR& bllr.king on the loop line, and, by the DAme 

plat•• on the lami•O, I """ the station was Kot 
l.ll' L..hpat. 

H was ju•t twilight, ana, though the alation 
platform Iampo were not burning, 1 could read the 
name • 

Whilst running toward. tho eng•neo I looked at 
the •igns\1. Tbe Iampo were otill burning, but 1 
conld also aee tho up diotont oignal arm. !loth up 
distant and homo aignaLJ were down. 1 looked 
behind at the same time, and, aa far as I rao rem~m· 
ber, both the otartero were ahowi»g rod. I di<l not 



attach much importance to the startera and cannot, 
therefore, definitely any that they a~owed red. 

I went up to the teleeooped camnr,ea. I heard 
gronns aud saw •ome blood stained faces and limbs. 

The work of rescning passeo~era started, and we 
dr•gged out a few dead and badly injured. I 1&\V 

a frw injured peopld tr,riug to crawl nway from 
the danu~geil carriages. 

The Pr.d of \he t~lescoped oa1Tiages was project• 
ing and had d•ma"ed the end of the third bogie 

-on the train. Fro"m this corner of the telescoped 
bo#!'ie:J I beard Ct~ntinuoua groaning. Tber~ waa a 
buffer aud a pile of splinters over the body, but 
I could ju•t see a portion of a leg. I went back to 
the r>ar brake·van and uncoupled Jt and got some 
.passengen to sbnnt it hack a few yard•. This had 
to be donu to nll the rarri&g .. a, and I at last got the 
end of the telescoped carriage free. 

Eventu11.1Iy. aft-er sa. wing through some woodwork, 
we l'esoued the man who was groaning and who, 
with the exception of a few soratcheA, waa uubnrt. 

I went to the station and tendered • an urgent 
lelegr.m giving details of the accident. At the 
same time I t<•ok P"'""sion of all th• line·olear 
books, and the line·clear clip with the "line-rlear" 
attached to it. Aocording to my )Vatcb the colli•ion 
Lad oocuned at 6-27 exactly. 

This would make tho actual time of oollioion, 
-..ccording lo station time 6·18. . . 

A bout thio tim• I looked to see the head ligMo 
nf the en gin... I counted all the six lamps of the 
onginea. The right hand bUffer lamp of the goods 
engine was wrenched off and !yin~ on the ballast. · 
I touched one of them and found 1t quite cold ; they 
were of cour•e all out. I oannot say if they were 
a!;ght when the collision occurred. 

r found tbe JinO-clear books and clip, with line• 
clear attached, in the atation master's ollioe. I 

·eannot say who gave it to me. 
I aoktd for t~e other copy of the lioe·elear and 

waa told by t be station master that it was with the 
.driver. I did not enquire which driver he meant. 

I oaw the driver of No. 154 down goods whilot I 
was attending the injured, but as be wao himself 
badly injured I did not ask btm any queation. 

At the' time of the accident it was sufficiently 
clear to see an approaching tra'.n well beyond the 
·diotant signal. 

hsiotant 1tation ma.ter Jagga Nat.\.-I came 
-on duty at midnight. 

Lino·olear for No. 154 down was asked for at 
.about 4 honra by Labore Cantonment Woat. 1 gave 
line·clear about 4·15 and it left Lahore Cantonment 
West at 5·30. 

At that time I enquired from Kana. Kacba about 
ap paosenKer trains; he replied "No. g up which 
rnos through this station ia comin~ lirat." I gave 
Kana Kaoha line•clear for No. 9 up at 5·40 and then 
called both the pointamen, Bawa and Mnnahi and 
in each. ot~era presen:e instructed them that p;Aaen• 
ger tram 11 dAk tram coming from Kana Kaoba 
and tho goods train ia coming from Lahore Canton· 
ment We•t. I gave Bawa down loop key and up 
m~in key to Munshi and told them to go to their 
pomts. The down goods, whioh waa due here 
be~ore No: D U:\' passe'!!;er, waal(iven signal aa soon 
as 1t wao 1n alght. 'J:he goodo train entered the 
yard and ~topped, cleariog ~oth aide points ; abe 
waa atandmg on the loop hue. The en~ine was 
at.uding about 20 yards inside the olearanc~ points 

I asked for a conditional line-clear from Lahar~ 
Cantonment West for No.9 np passenger on arrival 
<lf No. 15' down goods ; I ~ot line-clear at about 
6·50 and prepared two oopiea and kept them in 
my possession to .6.11 in endoraement 

After thia ~he ~nard of No. 154 d~wn goode came 
\o me to aok 1f hne.clear for hia train waa ready 
and to report hio arrival. ' 

I replie~, 11 No.9 up paasenger is ooming," and 
endorsed hne·olear for that train. 
. I called to watehman A sa and placed oue copy <lf 

hne·olearfor No. II up in the socket of clip and 
~anded It to him telling him "this line·olear io 
tn~ended for dAk; go to points No.2 and give it to 
~Olntacli'j, for dak ; " the aeoond copy of line·olear 

m{s elcllo front of station between tbo two 
!ra~ 8 ; I pa .. ed nndor the wagons of the gooda 
''"'"to got there. 

2 

I had in my hand a hand signal lamp and r 
'!ith l!••·olear tied. I also had a to•·oh read/~~ 
hght 1D my band. It. waa not <4ear daylight at that 
t1me. After 3 or 4. mmntea I aaw the gooda tr · 

· d • d' 1 h ••n was mov1ng an 1mme 1ate y s outed to the gua d 
of goods train, 11 why is your train movinoo u H 
was standing opposito mo on the platfo~;, W 1 

both ran towards the driver of the goods train ~bout" 
ing •: ho ho," and ~ho'."iug danger signal. I wa; 
runnmg on the mam line but had not goue far wb 
the collision ocourred. en 

The driv!r of the gooda train did not whistle 
before sta•tmg. 

When the gnoda train had arrived and como to 
a!and I lowered ~he outer and home aignala for th: 
np passenger tram. I lowered the starter for No 9 
up w~en I went out to. hand line·olear. I did ~ot 
lower Jt myself but s1gnalled to B•wa point.man 
to lower it. ' ' 

Line•olear for No. 154 down goods had not even 
been Mked for at that time, as No, 43 up pasaen•er 
was behind No. D np at Kana Kaoha. • 

Some 5 or 6 minutes after the collision I saw 
Au and asked him what happened to canoe the 
oolliaion. He sa.id "I had tho olip in my arm and 
aa I passed the engine of No. 154 down goods 
the driver, or some one else, took tho olip from 
me." I told him "this clip ia for dak, it io not 
for yon." After that the goods train started and 
I shouted out.'' 

l could aee No. 9 up approaching quite clearly 
when the goods tr•in otarted, and tho head lights of 
the engine were burning. No one was present in 

. tite office wheu I gave theline•cloar olip to Asa. 

Waterman .d.s<~."-Aftertbo arrival of the goods 
train the assistant •tation ma•ter aeut for me to 
the office, and before me put the line-clear intn the 
clip and said it waa for the d&k and told me to taka 
it to the pointsman. Aa I waa walking alon~ the 
platform I passed oloae to the goods engine; • some 
one on the gouda engino pulled the line-clear clip ' 
from under my arm. I soid "this line-olear is not 
for yon ; it is for the dlk.'' He took no notice and 
oaid nothing, but started the train and threw the 
clip on the ground. I could not recognise the man 
who took the clip. I picked up the olip and 
brought it back to the verandah of the station. I 
could not see what waa done with the lin .. olear. 

Mt>nar.i, pointaman.-Some short tims before 
tbe arrival 154 down goods the assistant station 
master called me and llawa, and gave me the np 
main key and Bawa the down loop key and sent ns 
to our posts, and told ua "when the goodl train 
arrives I will give you the signals for No. 9 np. 
When the time comes I willaend tbeline·olear for 
No. D np to yon at the points if I can, if not, I 
will givoline•clear here.'' I went to points (No.2) 
and all the signals for the up paa•enger train were 
lowered. 

In the meantime the goods train had arrived and 
was atandin1< in the station. 

The np train was approaching when, suddenlr, the 
goods train gave a short whistle and started. I 
shewed a red light and ran down tow.rds tho goodl 
train and tried to atop it. I also shewed tbe red 
light to No.9 up but nobody appeared to see it; 
then the collision occurred. No lin .. olear ever 
reached me. I had a torch but I do not light it 
until the line-clear arrives. 

I saw nothing of Asa with the line·clear olip. 
When collision occurred the goada tuin was still 

moving ahead but had slowed down. 

.d.Jul A:i:, guard.-I waa guard in chargo of 
No.15' down. .My train arrived at Kot Lakhpat 
at 6-54 and wu brought in on the loop line. I 
went to the asaistBnt station master's offi.oe to a1k 
for line·clear. The assiotant station waster told me 
that an up pnssanger train was coming first. • I 
looked at tholine•cleor hook and found no enq•t;Y 
for my train. After a few minutes I Bo<V my tdn 
moving. I r•n ont from the office and hear • 
noise and found t bore had been a collision, 



Immediately after anowering my qu.,tiono tho 
·aBIIistant station mo•ter loft tho office and I did not 
see him· again until I rBn out on .eet'ine- my tra.in 
:moving; be wa• then on tho far 11do of my tra1n 
. running along tho line. 

Tbo!ino·ole&r for No. 9 up hod been token out 
of tho !ine·olear book when I looked at it. I did not 

.100 the ohtion maator give any order or hand tho 
lino·olear to any one. 

.d. Jennings, guard.-I was guard in charge of 
No.9 up passenger. I left Kana Kacha at 5-f>S to 
time; we ran through tho etntion. On approaching 
Kot Lakhpat I looked out and oaw all si~nalo 
lowered to run through. The oignal Iampo were all 
'burning. l was looking out of tho loft hand 
aide of my brake-van so could not see anything of No. 
,164 down. 

I was oitting in my brake-van when the collioion 
occurred. 

I looked at my watoh when my driver whistled 
at the outer signal, and it was then 6·8. 

Sult.!la, 2ncl fireman.-! waa khallo9Si on tho 
-engine of No.9 up paooenger; J uot before the oollioion 
I saw tho driver pull down the vacuum brake handle 
and immediately after this I wao buried in coal. 

(Thio witneu oan give no coherent account of 
what bappened after this.) 

Balla Bam, 2ncl guard.-I was 2nd guard of 
No. 9 up pnssenger. On approaching Kot Lakbpat 
:I looked out of my bralro·van on the right band oide 
and aaw all my signals down. 1 did not see tho 
goods train. 

0. E. Ilolloway, District Tra.fTUJ Superintendent. 
stated that, when enquiring yesterday on tha opot 

·at about 8·45 A.H. bow the driver of No. 164 down 
goods came to be in poosession of tbeline..,lear in· 

'tended for No.9 up, the waterma!' !:•• told. him 
tbet the line-clear was handed to .h1m m the clip by 

•the assistant station master with instructions to 
give it to tho driver. Tho atatlon maater was 
'j>resent whon be made tbio otatement. The aosiotant 
alation master w•s then sent for and qneationod, 
and Aoa then ftatly denied his previous otatilment 

... nd made praotically tho atatement ha bod made 
before this enquiry. 

Mangal Das, ltalioR master.-Tbe above state· 
.ment by ~h. Holloway waa read out and corroborated 
·by tbia witneso. 

The following evidence of the lat fireman of No • 
. 9 up passenger and of the engine staff of No. 154. 
·down goods wu taken on the 29th Ootober 1907 at 
Labore. . 

Both the ht fireman of No. 9 up and the dnver 
of No. 154 down wore too mnob shaken and damaged 
to give their ovidenoo at Kot Lakbpat alation on the 
25th Oototer, and the ht fi.reman of No. 164. down 

'•had absconded and was not at the time to be fonnd. 

Fireman Uttar Din.-1 was lot fireman of 
No. 9 up paooenger; aU throe signals were low?red 
for us on approaching Kot Lakbpat. My dnver 

'told me to" fire up" and noc let the a team fall. 
. 1 fired and closed the door and oloaned the foot plate, · 

•• I wa~ ~hovelling looso coal back on the Iemler; 
the colhs~on occurred and I )mow nothing mortt. 

My drtver wa11 outside the cah on the right laaod, 
and tho 2nd fireman wao aloo outsido the cab • 

.S~a~ab Din, 1hnler aacl mcli•g drioor.-I wna 
driver of No. 15·' down. Ao I appronohed Kot 
Lakhplt station my signala were at dn.nl:er, and on 
my whistlin11: they were lowered n01t I entef'd the 
•lation_. When I got oppoolto the atntion and wa.s 
travelhng at abon! S mileo an honr oome otntion 
me~ial i1an.ded me the linc•ulear in a clip tied with 
a btt of atrmg. I told my fireman '1 we Rre rnnning 
thrClugh, fire up;• and untied the line•olear and looked 
at it. I then ••w it was marked with two red lin01 
and knew tliat it woo not for me. ( tried to a lop 
my train bnt was alrea.Jy foul of tho crossing when 
No. 9 up ran into me. 

My train never came to a atand in the alation 
but was travelling olowly. 

1 took tholine-olear clip myoelf on lhe left hand 
side of tb~ engine. 1 

Ao I Entered the station ml slatting oignal wao 
lowered, but when I looked at il after oprn\ng my 
line-clear it wa.s at danger. . 

I have worked as driver on the IJnhore aeotion 
&inca the beginning of September. 

('fbio man actually did 11 dava iit Sept•mbcr ond 
12 days iniOctobcr ao driver.) I cannot r.ad Eog\ish 1 
I wao pn .. ed as • driver on 3rd May 1907. 

I did not oeo tho poBSengcr train approaching when 
I got tho line·oleor. I firot oaw it JUst •• I got on 
the crosoin~. All three head li~bto on the paoacnger 
engine were bu1·ning. Directly 1 &Bw the passenger 
enaine I reversed my lover and had complet••ly 
ro:ersed before the collision ocourred. When the 
collision occurred my train had come to a Bland. 

1 have frequently picked u~ lino·cloar running 
olowly through a station whiob has been hauded lo 
me on the pl•tform on~ clip •• I have ne~cr ho~ a 
line-olear handed me lD a ohp at the fao,ng pomto 
whon,running through. 

I pas•ed the tesl for eyeoight and oolonr blindneu 
some 2 years ago. 

Mahomecl Din, fireman.-l was lot fireman or 
No. 15~ down good a. 

(Thio man corroborate& his driver'• statement 
but otateo that tho line·olear · was handed to tho 
driver from between tho tracks on tho right bnnd 
aide of t)le engines. He]ow is a "!'m'."•'Y o! tbe ats!e· 
mont thit man mado to tho pollee ltnmod10!ely after 
the ecoident.) • 

"My train wao otan:ling about 15 m~nuteo ~· the 
•tation line when a otation p~1ter aruved. w1th a 
Jine•olear for a pa15enger tram and I!'"'" 1Ho me. 
I handed it to tho driver whoator~ed !mmedJatel,f, 
examined tho line-olear, and, 1ind10g llhwao \'r·'u 
order, revoroed, but it wae too late; I e co "'on 
occurred:• 

Karam O~anJ, 2nclilreman.-I wao 2nd fireman 
on tio. 154 down goods. AI we appro.aohod Kol 
Lakbpat station both outer ond home ••goalo wore 
lowered for no, my driver whistled, we entered thd 
otation on the pLotform loop and came to a otan 
clear of the points. . 

After waiting 6 or 6 mJ nuteuome man c_ame up 
and bonded the fireman the Iiae-olear I~ • chp l lhs 
fireman, Mahomed Din, took th~ hne·olear • ont 
of tho olip and handoJ. it to ~be dnver who wh10:led 
and alarted bio eogine• I did not oee tho atartmg 
signal • 

Sc:ID£ARY. 
. d takin"" into consideration the system (Li•t 

From an a.ualysis of the abovll_e_';1denc~ an. t t this station are interlocked, there is little 
·and Morse) under which the signa>& an poln. 3 d t Kot Lakhpat station and been admit· 
doubt that No. 15~ down goods, having duly a~n~e 6 b urs probably a few minutes before 6. 
ted 'on the loop line, came to a stand theretht a oud sed th~ line·clear in daplicaoo for No. 9 

The assistant station master on dut~ hellh en or outer and starter sinonals for No. 9 up and 
up passenger running through, lower~ t e ome, an A;a to take out to the up facing poiuts 
'handed one copy of the line-clear in a chphtodrw:aterf N 

0 
9' ap He himself took the daplicaoo 

to be there handed by the pointsman tot e lver 0 • • 



co of the Jine·clear, and passing under No. 154 down goods,. s~nding on the loop line,. 
w~fed oppo•ite the station, between tracks, f~r No .. 9 up to an'!Ve In ord~r to hand the driver· 
the duplicate copy of the line-c'ear should he fall to p1ck up tha~ at the ~omts. . 

In the m•antimt>, however, waterman Asa, through n?t haVIng: had It suffimently c)early 
explained to him, or throug-h forg-etfulness, banded the line-.clear Intended for No. 9. up m the 
clip to the fireman of No. 154 do":n on the en~i~e of th~t tram, n:nd the latter ~oo~>: It ~ut of 
the clip and handed it to the d_mer Sha~ab Dm. Th1s lll:an w~thout fir>t sa.t1sfymg htm~el£ 
that the line-clear was conect, wtthout seem~ that the startmg signal was lowered for him, 
and without obtaining his guard's right away signal, started his train in the face of the 
approaehin::: up passenget• which, had he only taken the trouble to look ahead, he must have 
clearly seen at that time. 

It may be mentioned that the reversinoo motion of the engine of No. 154 down was, aft.er 
the accident, found in midgear, shewing that, the driver realising his mistake, had attempted 
~.o reverse his engine, but too late. 

The vacuum brake had also been applied on the engine of 9 up, ~hewing that the driver­
of that train had at the last moment, seeing the engine approaching ahead of him, attempted 
to stop his train. . 

The evidence of driver O'Brien of No. 9 up passenger has not been taken, as he was 
still in hospital under treatment thou"'h pro"'ressing favourably, and it was not considered 
that any evidence that he could give 

0

wouldbe very pertinent to the points in que•tion. 
The statement of driver Shahab Din of No. 154 down, and corroborated by his 1st 

fireman, that he never actually came to a stand but proceeded slowly through the loop line· 
picking up line-clear on his way, may at once be dismissed a• a fabrication, for there is no 
doubt that the outer and home signals were lowered for No. 9 up passenger, and it would 
have been quite impos>ible for the st,rter to have been thrown to danger, the points reversed 
and locked and the outer and home signals for No. 9 up to have been lowered, all in the time 
between his picking up line-clear and the mo"'lent of the collision, not to mention the masa 
of contrary evidence showing that No. 154 down goods stopped some minutes in the loop 
sidin~. 

Below is a •tatement showing the hours of duty for the previous 4~ hours ·of driver· 
Shabab Din. · 

Left Lahore at 16-55 on 21st October 1907, with No. 180 down goods; arrived 
Phillonr at 12·47 on 22nd October 1907. 

Left Phillour at 21-55 on 22nd October 1907, with No. 81 up g;oods; arrived Ll\hore 
at 18-6 on 23rd October 1907. 

Le!t Lahore at 3-4 on 24th October 1907, with 154 down goods. 
This shews 19-52 hours duty on 21st and 22nd with 9·8 hours rest at Phillour on 22nd,. 

followed by 20-11 hours duty on 22nd and 23rd, with 8-58 hours rest at Lahore before 
going ~n duty with No. 154 down goods at 3·4 in the morninoo, and he bad only been on 
duty a htUe over 3 hours when this accident occuned. 0 

FINDING. 

After a c~~;reful consideration of the above evidence, we are of opinion that No. 154 
down _goods arrtved at Kot Lakhpat station at' or about 6 o'clock and came to a stand on the­

. loop_ hne clear of the fouling marks. After standing there for about 10 l:llinutes the assistant 
· statton master on dutr handed t~e line-clear for No. 9 up passenger in a Clip to A sa, 
wate~man, to take out without suffiCiently clearly specifyinoo for what train this line·cleaL' 
was mtended. · 0 

Asa, waterman, to~k this line-clear and wrongly handed it to the fireman of No. 15!1. · 
down goods, ~hg took It out of the clip and handed it to the driver • 

. The duplicate copy of this line-clear, the assistant station master tied to a clip aud 
p~ssmg throu;;h the goods train stood between the tracks ready to hand it to the driver of 
No. 9 up. 
d . These line-clears have both he en recovered- the original in the possession of the native 

r_Lver of No. 154 .down, aiiil;the latter still tied to the clip in the s~-ation office. 
h' In. the. meaottme the dnver of No. 154 down goods, on receivinoo the line-clear, started 
18

11~~gme Immediately after having given a short whibtle and thus hPonooht about the 
CO lSIOn. · 1 o • 

. We are, therefore, of opinion that Shahab Din the driver of No. 154 down is· s~lely and 
~~t~re~ to _blame for this ~ccident, iL?- · that he started his train without satisfying himself 

a IS. hue-clear was _In order m accordance with General Rule 223 (1), and (2) further 
~~~h~ he d•d.not ~om ply wtth General Rule No. ~99 in that he started his train without seeing 
1 

•
1s sta~tmg s1gn~l was. lowered, nor did he observe that the home sioonal was lowered for · 

an mcommg up tram. · o 

J. J. INGLIS. C. E. HoLLOWAY, E. c. LISTER. 

Remarlc1 by t!te Government Inspector of Railways. 

N i ~ ~~tirely agree with . the above finding. There is no doubt that driver Shahab Din of· 0
' ". · own g•1ods v;as entirely responsible for this accident as pointed out. . 
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Assuming also, as there is. no room to doubt, that he bad act 11 b · . 
a stand on th~ ~latform loop !i?e, he br~ke General Rule No. 297 in t~:a/h rought h•h _tram ~o 
without obtammg the requlSlte sta.rtm"' signal from the ard . h e started . IS tram 
up and d~wn line-clea~ forms .in use on the North ~Vestern r~lway1~1~ ::;;;tf ~teti~·~~i~ha!te 
the up hoe-clear f01m havmg two broad vHhcal red lines down the f y h'l t"th d ' 
line-clear form has none. ace w I s e own 

It is obvious, therefore, that the driver of No 154 down .,.0 d d'd t 1 · 
1 1 R 1 223 ( 1) d tl d' b d • ., o s • no comp y w1t 1 Genera u e · an , consequen y, 1so eye General Rule 223 12) 

I would, however~ reco~mend for consideration the ad visibility o£ p;intin"' u and <lown' 
line-clear forms on· entuly d1ffereut coloured paper, red and white or red and oo~ee p tb d · 
could then tell at a glance whet~er he .was being han~ed the correct line clear "for~: e nver 

It may he~·e be rem:"rked that. dnve.r Shahab D1n1 though a passed driver, was unable 
to read or write Enghsh,, and. ID th1s respect he is by no means peculiar as there are 1 
understand! many othernabve drivers on the North Western railway who ea~not read a;1d 
write Enghsh. 

It is, therefore, obvious that these men cannot comply with the orders laid down in 
Gene;al R,ule 22~ ~~) unless they get some one to read over their line-clears to them, a 
pract1cal 1mp?ss1bili~y. Such a.case as a. caneell~d or incomplete line-clear being handed 
to such a nat1ve dr1ver, by mistake, m1ght easily occu~ and thus lead to a very •CI·ious 
accident. 

To avoi~ an~ pos~ibility of this, and in order that native drivers shall_ be in a position 
to comply Wlth General Rule 223 (1), I would l'Pcommend that aftur a hmited number o[ 
years, Pay 3 or 5_, no dri~ers shall be allowed to work trains on the open line unless they 
can read and wnte Enghsh flaently, and have passed a thoroughly sound examination in these 
respects. 

In the meantime, until such 1·egulations can be bron<>'ht into force, and border to 
ensure that the provisions of General Rule 223 (1) are co;rectly carried out, I recommend 
that in all cases where any train l'Unning through a station l1as to cross another train standing 
in the station yard, the station master on duty must, personally, hand the line-clear at the 
outer facing points to the driver of the running-through train, and that in all cases where 
the driver is a native and unable to read. English, it shall be the cluty ot the guard of the 
train to personally receive the line-clear from the station master aud deliver and explain it to 
his driver. 

It may here be remarked that. the assistant station master on duty. at. Ko~ Lakhpat 
failed to carry out the orders conveyed m General Rules 219 and 220, but 1t 11 difficult to 
see how, under the rules in force on the North Western railway system, vide Appendix 119 
(b) to Chapter XIII of the General Rules wherein the words "some railway servant ~ppointed 
in his behalf by special instructions" in General R~e 221 are. interyrete~ to ~igmfy· "any 
one of the station staff (other than the sweeper) bemg at the time 1n umform, be can be 
held l"esponsible. 

W. D. WAGHORN, M.&JOR, R, E., 
Government Inspector of Railway a. 

Remarlca oy tAe Senior Government Inspector of Railways, Luclcnow. 

I aooree with the finding that driver Shahab Din must be held responsible for the 
• c 

acc1dent. . · u1 2 3 (1) d 
He started his train with a wrong line·clear disregarding General R e . 2 an 

(2), and also ran against signals as the starting signal was not lowered for h1m (General 
Rule 299). · . . . 

This is by no means the fit·st time dr1vers have started w1th w~ong hne-cl~ars. 
The best way to prevent this is to have line-clear forms pnnted ~n ddierent c.olo•:rcd 

paper, and this has been recommended before (vide report OD .t~e BCCl~C!it a~ r~ll ,~ast 
lndian railway on 31st January 1906), so that not only an llhterate nver .u a 8h :by 
railway servant' appointed by special instructions" may have a c~adce. 0~1 knfwlngh w e cr 
the line·clear is right or wrong. Another point that may. be nobce IS • 1e ong h our~n 
duty Shahab Din had on the two days previous totthe acc1dent. The dfacdt) t1h8 that bti1.8ti. t of c 

· · · b' ·r 't bas not escee e e capa 1 ca s. on various busy sect10ns 1s fast approac mg I 1 • t t 
single line, and the necessity for doubl<ng these sections is becommg mos urgen · 

J. E. GADDETI', 
LUCKNOW: } Senior Gof!trnmettl l111pector. 

otk N ovem~er 1907. 

Appendi& XlX:. 



Appendix XX to the abstract return of accidents on Indian railways 
for the 12 months ended the 31st December 1907, 

Report oftne proceedings of a committee of enquir.v which assembled at 
JagadhrL station, North Western railway, on the 31st October and 1st 
November 1907, to investigate the ci1•cumstances under which No, 3rd 
Bajpura down special goods collided wit!~ No. 27 up passenger at mile~ 
between Jagadhri and Kalanour stations at about 5-46 hours 

011 
/ize 

morning of the 29th October 1907. 

The committee was composed of the following officers:-
E. VERlliERES, Executive Enf!ineer 

• PrcsideKt, 
K. M. KIRKBOPE, 

U. C. S.uroYS, 
1Jistrict Locomotive Superintendent,} 

1Jistrict Traffic Superintendent 

J 
::.::.:., Muo~ BCE, ::.:::: ;::;:,:: ~ .. =••1• 1 
T. REBILL, 

G. CnlPLIN, 

Superintendent, Railway Police 

I nBpector, Railway Police • 
Present, 

DESCRIPTION, 

On the morning of.tbe 29th October 1907, t~ird do":n epeci.a! goods from ~ajpu~a ran. 
through Jagadhri statton yard (on the _loop lin~), wtthout lme-cl~!l.l' and aga.mst stgnalsr 
and collided witb No. 21 up passenger tram at mtle ~' about a m1le south of Jagadhn 
station, at about 5-46 hours. 

U nfortunatel.r this accident was attended with considerable ·loss of life and injury til' 
both passengers and train sta.:ff. 

The drivers of both engines, and both firemen and second gu~~ of No. 27 up passenger, 
were killed and th11 1st fireman of the down goods was severely lnJnred. The 2nd fireman 
was throw~ off and escaped without injury, 

Altogether nine -passengers and thirteen railway servants were killed and six passengers 
axd six railway servants injured. · . . 

The collision took place on an embankme~t so.me 10 fee~ h•gh, .and m consequence the 
line was blocked for about 31> hours whilst a diverston was belDg put m. 

The estimated cost of damage to rolling stock is Rs. 1,50,000 and ta permanent-way 
Rs. 362, 

EVIDENCI. 

K. 8. Bat~el8, Locomol&~• For•man, Rajp;wa.­
N elson came into Bajpnra on the 28th matant 
with 711 up goodo, booking in at 1~-50 hour~ 
Allowing the nsnal16 minutes for making over h•• 
engine, he waa free of duty at 11·6, He wao warned 
for duty at 19 hour., whiCh meant that be should 
have been at the abed at 18-16 hours; thia wo•Jld 
hove given him a •lear. 'I honra 10 minute•. reat. 
He did not coo..e to tho shed nntil a fe" mtnut.o 
afte~ 19 honro ; thia gave him aotually about 8 houro 
reot. 

lseut out Snbrati ao fireman and Ahaain Singh 
•• khalaoi with driver Nelson on engine No. 35 P. 
of Rajpura down opecial goods. 

,AI far as 1 know, Sulmiti had never worked bofor~ 
"'th drinr Nelson. From what I know of ~ubratt 
I con•idtr that he would kno" how to act mt)t an 
engine in perfect working order to atop it In an 
eme~enoy, 

, All petty repaira only within tho acopo of •. ru'!• 
0 1Dg •bed are carried out by mo. No eng•n! !8 

~owed to le..vo my abed to work a train unleoa tl ,. 
lll perfect working order, 

The repair book produced .•howo tha~ no repafl'l' 
were booked for tbia eng1oo at Rajpura on ttl 
arrival there on the 28t.h. • 

Engine No. P. 35 was brought into tho lt•jpura 
abed by driver Nelson on tho 28th, ond be wor.ked 
it out with the down apecl•! goode the oamo .oven••¥· 
He d•d not book any rop01r1 required dur~ng tba 
period nor did be mention any c!Pfecto of the engine 
in courlng io or .:oing out. . 

Be·caltotl.-I am of opin.ion. that driVer Nelson 
robably came into Jagadhn Without TICuum and 

fh&t ba !oat time in creating nouum before ~· 
ld get hlo train uoder control, and that be d1d 

:~~reverse hio engine until tho last moment. The 
effect of reveroing with the brakeo )t•!d on would be 
il 61 far u the stopping power of 1t 11 concerned.. 11 
On engine No. p, 55 af<er the colliaion there "!'•• 

still about 2l incheo of the ncuum put on wh1ob 
had not been naed. d , 

Earam Di•.-I wa• obtion maoter on aty •• 
Jagadbri-on the morning of the 29th indant. .a.t 
5 10 boors I received au enquiry me11ace from. 
Kalanour for 27 u~ p .. aenger train, and at 5·11 1 



lt'cd givin" the lir.e clear. There werc1 no Il"Atrio .. 
rep ~-··1·1 d 'I tions imposed wtt.h th1s me-c ~ar an no speo1a 
inslroctiono were g•ven for the dnver of 27 up. 27 

left Kal•nour at 5·40 hours and ..-as therefore 
d~c at Jag•dhri a\ 5-48 hours. , 

The station ma<ter, DaTBzpur, asked me for hne• 
clear for Rajlura down spe,isl goods at o-12 and 
I gave tbe ine·clea• at 5:1? Th.ra we~e 110 
t~pPcial iu~truotions or reah·JctlODS of speed ~:~sued 
.. ith this line·cl•ar; the word 'sharp '.entered on 
the line·clear was to inform the sta.tton master, 
Darazpar, that the down go~do wa• not . to be 
unneeu~rily debyed. There Js a restr1chon of 
speed of 10 miles impo•ed by the permanent-way 
in•pector at mile 1,0!0 bet.veen J agadhri and 
Darazpur, and it is th• duty of the &tattoo master 
at the station of starting to give the proper caution 
ticket with this information. There ia also n 
reotriction of five mileo in the Jagadhti yanl imposed 
by the en;:inet>ring dt.>partment for trains enteri.ng 
the main line, and it is the duty of the stnbon 
ma.,tet· of the station from which a train is coming 
intu J agadbri to a.lsa enter this informatic•n on tha 
liue-clear or caution ticket. Information about 
these re,trioi.ions is not repeated with eoch line· 
clear, but the st•tion tllasters 'concerned (Kalanour 
or Dar•zpur) ecter it on each line·clei\r until the 
restriction is removed \ry the enginerring depart· 
m>nt. Tho down speci•l ~oods left Darazpur at 
5·21 nnd was tl,erefore due at Jagadhri at 5·48. 
As both these tralns (27 up and the down special 
~toods) were due at Jagadhri at the o&me time, I 
did not lower eny signals. I instructed both points• 
men (Kanhoiya and Ram Chandar) abont the 
recopllon of tbeye two trains. The former went 
to the south points and locked them for the reception 
of '27 up on the main line and the latter (RRm 
Chandar) went to the north points and locked 
them for the reception of tbe down speoi•l goods 
on the loop. When both these men had locked 
their poiots they. band-signalled to me with lamps 
to indicate they had done so. They then put down 
their hand signal lamps near their points showing 
red towardo the station. I did not lower tho inner 

·signals from the station, and therefore the points· 
men could not lower the outer signals. 

While I waa walking about on tbe platform, the 
man at the home signollevers on the platform told 
me thot the down special goods hod ouddeuly 
arrived a( the north points. When the engine 
of the down opecial goodo was quito close to the 
north p>ints the driver started whistling and he 
kept it up until the whole train bad passed out 
beyond the oouth points. As soon aa I saw the 

-engine of tho down apecial goodo near the north 
points I sho11ed a red l.and aignal towerda the 
engine, and pointaman Karam Bux, who wat near 
me did the same.. Tbe train passed through the 
:yard on the loop at about 40 mileo an hour. From 
tbe aolllld of the steam I gather that the vacuum 
brake wRo l,eing applied. There wao a lamp inside 
the cab and the door of the fire-box was open; the 
eab was therefore brightly lighted np. In thi1 · 
]ight I could diocern the driver with one hand on 
the whistle and the other I f•ncy. on the vaouum 
brake; another man near the driver w•s applying 
the tender hand brake, I was otanding on the 
platform when I saw all tbio. I did not notice a 
third mnn on the engine. I am certain the door 
of the fire-box was open. Karam ~ux, poir.taman, 
Bhoolie, porter, myst!lf and ae.n,.al pa1st>ngers on 
the platform ahouted out to the engine stall: of the 
.down opeoial goodo to atop as she ran through on 
tho loop, hut we did not bear anything thev may 
have aaid. The guard in the rear brakevan was 
otanding on t.is foot-board on the atation aide and 
wo.a ahowing a red hanclsignallnmp tL~Wllrds hit 
driver. 

After the down •pecial goods had passed out of 
my yard l went to the sooth points, and Kan· 
lutiya. poiutsman, told me that when he 1·etJ.izfd 
that it could not be stopped be unlooked tbe points, 
reversed th~m and let the tra.io run out. 

1 just lia,w \be down special goode when it was 
approncbing near the n11rtb points, and I heard the 
whistle a\mll&t at the aa.me time. 

Subrati, fireman, apeci,,J dnwn !lOOclB.-1 started 
aa fireman from Ra.jpur~t \lit b. driVtJr Nelson, but at 
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S~mbhu he ma~e mo chnnl!'e placeo with his kbala•i 
and tho kbalasi did the firing while I broke tho 
oonl. :f:!etween Rajpura and Darnzpu~ we stopped at 
all stat ton•, exoept one where we pwlted np line­
cl•ar. 'fhere appeared to be no d~fficulty in stopping 
at any of the statiOns. In s\opp10g at all •ta•iono 
tl•e dl'iver us•d bio vacuum brake, and Abasin Singh 
uoed the te~dcr brake. I did not near an.v re:uarko 
on tl•e rood regarding any defect on the engine. 
When we leH Darazpur we all knew that we had 
to stop at J agadhri. The train did not slow 
down anywh-.e between Darazpnr and J a•adhri 
and I saw no CRution signals exhibited. I did noi 
notice the condition of any of the signals and I 
did not hear any oonvers•tion between the dl'iver 
aLd fireman about the signal•. When we got 
opposite the otation the driver suddenly whistled 
and called hurriedly to hio fireman to apply the 
hand brake; the driver J,ad hi• hand on the 
vacuum brake. At this time 1 woo shovelling coal 
to the fil'eman and did not notice any oignals, 
l1and. or ot.her, as we ran through JagHdhri. In 
a short while the driver called to me to as•ist the 
fireman in pntting on the tender screw brake, and, 
when 1 came down to do thio, the oolli•ion happened. 
'l'he engine had got ov•r the bridge before I was 
ca1led down to at-aist in Fcrewing oo the hand brake. 
The train travelled through the Jard at Jagadhri 
at about the oame pace os we had maintained 
between stations. The driver did not go to sleep 
anywhere on the road and wna working the engine 
himself the whole way. There. was no quarrel 

· between the drivor and the fireman on the road. ' 
Recalled.-We ran through J agadhri station 

at a great; speed, the driver whiotled when we came 
within the f~Wiug pointo and calltd to me to assiot 
in potting on the hand bral<e •. The driver wao 
sitting on tbe right hand side of tie engine and 
had his band on the vaoc um handle, and the vacuum 
needles showed u in thi~ 
sketch. The train di 
not appear to slacken 
speed; just before the 
collision the driver revers• 
ed. The driver, who waa 
sitting, got np ovith a 
start on passing oval" the 
facing points and re• 
mained otanding until the 
coU;sion ocourred. I did 
not notioe if the. driver removed hio vaounm l'elief 
cock. I did not notioe the driver blow off bio 
\'acuum at D~tr~~:zpur: on 1·eceiviag iine-cleBr we 
started oli immediately. -

Durga Per shad, guard.-I waa guard in obango 
of Rajpura down opecial. We left Rajput·a at 
22-45 on 28th instant. We otopped at llarara to 
tal<e water·and ran throu"h :Mustafabad at 4-~5 
hours, arriving at DarazP'ur at. 4·42 and cr.u;oed 
1 up and 3 up mail trains ther•. Between RaJ~trra 
and Darazpur my train stopped at all statto~• 
except two, viz., Keari and M n•tafabad. I dtd 
not notice nnv difficulty in the otopping of the 
t•·ain at any of the stations between Hajpnra and. 
Umba\Ja. '!'he load of the train wao 35, iucludint 
the brakevan, and from Umballa Cantonment on 
the load was only 19 v•hicle•. • . 

lil on.-(The average speed between stat•••• 
from Umballa to Jagadkri works out to 11, 
miles an hour anil b•ween .Dara•pur and Jagadhrt 
to 15 milts). At Darazpur I personally took _the 
caution ticket fl"Om the station master to the dnver 
and I told the driver that there wero restriction& 
of speed betw•en Uarazpur and J agadbri. On th_e 
l'oai where the green signal (mile 1,040) .. as exhti· 
bited tho driver did not slaoken speed, but 
applied my brake. Tho driver oorrectly oboerved 
o.1l11ignnls up to and including Darazpur. I.m~e· 
diately I opened my brake after tho restnctton 
the opeed of the train gradually iucreased. By thd 
time. we "?Jr~ ~p to the dis taut signal the spee 
was, 1n my opm1on, about 20 or 85 m1les per hon~­
On appt'OHChing the diota.nt oignal, when r uwh~t 
was at danger, 1 again applied my brake, but t 11 

<ltd not seem to effect the speed of the train. After 
the whole. train had I'••se;l the distant si::nal tbe 



·driver wh1stled twiae in the orJinuy way and wen~ 
. 0 n at the e~un~ spet:!d. On appro:~ohin~ the h·•me 
signal I reversed my brakevan li~bt and tight•ned 
Ill'! brake still more; this even did not seem to effeJt 
the speed. We ran throough on the loop at betw,en 

·so and 35 miles per hour. A me.n wa-. exhihitinoo a. 
dauge•• aign_al and several peo1•le on the platfo~m 
wer~o~ shoutmg to WJ.l'n us of dangel'. After PMNin~ 
tho home signal on tho Darazpur oide tho driver 
whistled frequently at short intervals up to the 
mo:nent of t~e collision. Froou the light. shown by 
the diso attached to the sooth facing point• I could 
soe that the points had originally been set for the 
main line and that they were reveued at the last 
moment to a.llo'v my train to run throu()'h. From 
the lime that the train first got up a spe~d of 30 to 
35 miles beyond the north dist.mt signal of J a~•dhri 
up to the moment of the oollioion the •peed o!.~d not 
app3Sr to rue to •bcken in the IelSt. I put the 
brake ha•·d on ond wnitod developmmts. 

'fhe composition of the traia. wa.s a fiut class 
and a second cl1ss ne Jt to the engine up to the 
Umballa Cantonm•nt. After shunting at Umballa 
hru non-vacuum wagontJ w~re attached next to 
the engine. 

Ram OhandPr, pointaman.-On the morning 
of tho 29th Oatober tho station ma•ter, Karam 
Uin, told me that line-clom had been given 
to the down ,opecial ~oodi fro•u D•razpur and 27 
np from Kalanuur. He gave roo the down loop 
key and told me to set and look my points 
for the recep\ion of the down special on the 
loop. He told me th•t the twJ t•·ains would 
oro" here. I went and set the points for the loop 
and looked them. The station m•stor ([rom the 
platform) and I then exchange! green signals. I 
then put my hand si::n•llamp down near tho points, 
ahowing red tow•rd• tho station. Tho station ma.ter 
did not then lower the incoming loop arm for the 
entrance of the down •p•cial goods. I snddonly 
heard the whistle of that train and on looking up 
saw that it had pa•••d within the distant signal. 
From the sound of the woiotlo a.1d tho manner in 
which it was blo;vn 1 do not think that it indicated 
an ur0ont rall for the brakes; it was blown in the 
ordinary way. 1 saw that tho engine had one •·e!l 
he •d light and one red sidelight. I do not remem­
ber exactly on which side the buffer light was. Toe 
train came in at a not very excessive apeed. Aa 
neither the home nor tbo outer signals had been put 
down, 1 went out towardo the approachin~r train 
showing my red bancl signal lamp. When near tho 
engine 1alao called out to tho driver, but the train 
went past me on tho loop. I uw only one man stand­
ing in the engine cab, bnt cannot say who he was 
nor wbo.t he was doing. The trai11 r~n through the 
loop and out into tho main line. 

All the aignol lamps of J agadhri station were 
lighted. After tho engine of the down opeoiol good• 
hncl passel the north point,, the driver wbistl<il up to 
the time he hocl gone be yond tho eontb ~oints. All 
signals on the lJarazpnr •ide were at danger when the 
down S,Pecial goods ran through. 

G. Se~•cllfield, driver.-I cl•·ove •ngine No. P. 3) 
(of Rajpura down epeciol goods) for about fonr months 
up to within 10 days of the accident. Tho vacuum 
brakea are taken up usnol!y abont every seoond or 
third trip, and this is all that h•• been done to the 
vacuum brak(IB of this eo(7'ine during the time I have 
<ltiven it. No. P. 35 ia a :oocl11 eugine and the loa.d for 
it Is 35 v•hicle• loaded. 

0

1 h•••• worked it between 
Ghaziabod ancl Phillonr. 1 have always fonnd the 
vacuum brakes to aot w•ll and the tr•in baa always 
been well under control. I have never overshot 
oignala or pointe with p, 35. Tho band screw br•ke 
on the tender has alw"vs been in J;::Ood working order 
nnd the only repair. to.it hove been those nece..itated 
by t_l1e wearing 'way of the brake block!. 'l'h~so 
rcp.ura are alt~o req nired about every thud tnp. 
(NoTE.-From th• Saharanpur decl repair book 
it i• JouniJ that the vacuum aniJ •crew brak• 
blocka on thi• engin• were aaiu.ter/, ... lh• 
~4th anal the Zltl& Oclober).-Wben the A<ljnot­
lDg gtar bas been ti"'htt•ned up as ftLr as pos• 
sible, new brake-blocko

0 

have got to be provided. 
This ia done usually once every two months and was 

3 

dono once darinl{ the tim, the enoine WBI1 ia m . 
~ha.rg:e. A.s a rn_le. I m!lintllin 23 fnube~ of v~tcuu~ 
In thta englne, wh•o!t means tho.t the br~,kes are ver 
p lw~rful. Tho brake-block• on this en~ine diu n!t 
reqmr~ more frequ•mt. olHmging tha.n on oth!!r enginu. 
I con~lder that th9 br~tka polw~r was very i:OOJ., I 
neve•· found the bcak•s leak o!I nnd the cham her 
nced113 a~w&ys "too 1. Tbe acrtHv reversin~ gear worked 
very easily anll ho~ no tro,blo with it. I booked 
my. re~lator "gnnding in,, twil'fl durin"' the 
peno~ I hRVe _bad th" engiue, Thf're baa nove~ been 
any dtffiuulty In working th~ re,.nlator lever The 
tendenCJ of it is to c}~,~e if kt>pt ~pen, R.nJ. 1 ~lway 11 
us~d. a. WJOlen. weJgd to keep it opeu. In my 
opmwn tbe ~ngtne w,,s ia perfect workin,.. orJ~r 
when I g.1.ve 1~ over. o 

H. 8. Lenehan, guard.-I WllA head guard of 2i u 
~biub le!t Snhuraop11r on the :!9tb October. I w~ 
10 t~e rMr .brakev"n! n.nd H.up Chan•l in the frout 
one.•rnmecltately behmd the tonder. At Saroawa my 
t.r1un got a. cautton ordor to ICalanonr, where the 
hne-clear wa• to be piokel up by the driror for 
Jagadhri. Tnis i~ the n~ual proc~J.~Ird, IH 27 up 
dnos not stop Kt l\.a.\&tlOUr. At Saruw,a. I ai"n&J. 
the caution order and soot il to the driver by

0 
the 

second guard a~ usual. 
On passing through K•lanoor I saw some one ou 

the en~in~ of m.Y tr••n pick "I! tne lino-olear clip 
at the faomg powta. It wat qu1te dark at tho time 
and 1 aaw tni• bec•use the toroh was held up near 
the clip. After picking up the clip the drivor did 
not exchange the usu~~ol signal with me. It w&s 

5-40 when we ron through Kalauour. I did not 
atop my train because the driver did not give me 
the signal, aa it is a common thing for driver:~ to 
omit the giving of this signal. Tue collision ()COnrred 
at 5-'17. We mwt hav• been tmvelling at over 31) 
miles an hour af the time. '!·here wat no ala.ckenini• 
of speed immediately before the collision. Ul'ive~ 
Roberts waa alive when 1 went to him on his 
engine. He did not make any •t•tement to mn 
with regard to the aeoidout. lie di•d about 10 
minutes after the co\lision. 

Fireman Lobo, who wot badly injured nnd who 
has since died, made a statement to me in the 
presence of Mr. G. S. ingram, (It. A. M. C., Maltra) 
immediately after the acoiuent. lie uid the onlr 
light that w•• huroing oot the en gin• of the down 
spooiol goods was the right hand bu!Ier light and 
that it was burning ver.v dimly. lie sow this li~bt 
only when tho engines were about 20 yard• aport. 

laearcbed the engine of mr tuin for tb~t line­
clears but could not find them on "'co~nt of the 
d6bris. 

K. M. KirMop•, Di<trict L•••moliv• Sup~r­
intend!nt, Sa&a.ranpMr.-1 6nd from the ~rerv1ce 
ohe•t and per.onal oases of obedmou W. :.I. 
Nelson that he w•s firot engaged a• a 6•·eman, Oll 

28th July 1905. The en~agem•nt or.der ohowed tltat 
be had p:lSseJ the shu1tor a extmma.ujm. He pa.,sed 
the driver's •s.minntion before ~!r. H. II. ~uck-
lond, in July 1906. • 

He bas bad censures and p_uniabme~ta c..n J'3Veral 
occasions since N•Jvember 19.JiJ for varh>DI olf..,acell, 
iocl1.1ding ntgl~ct ol' dll~Y• at.rikin..r the .•toll 
and bursting [otob. lie bat nner been vun~alted 
for drio k •m 1 have~ nel'y raa~on to believe be 
was a per!eotly nber man. . 

1 think he was quite competent Bl • draver, Lot 1 
do o::»t. think be Wli a fir:tt cia•• man. . 

From ex~~.mination of the W'reok 11.fter the ICliJ~nt, 
1 f oplnion tha.t all the goa.r for ,·ontr.>lhn~.t 
tba.~:.,.ine was in p~rfect Wllrkiog ord('r beforo \l•tt 
"•. d 't, 1 consid,r t~•' U1e brake blook& woold no I 

ah"01 ehnd t 1 be chana•d for •hoot anoth" threa wtol<t . ave a " I . I . had the acoident not oecurrcd. a to qolta coat' 0.:.£11 

I e.,. mioatioo of th8 parll thst t.h11 'f&'Jullm 
rom ·" . , k' d • tb • brake apparatn• wall 10 go!J:.~ wor 1D.l or er, &'Ju. a .. 

th brake• wrr" hard on fJr a~ lout a feW' IJcond!J 
before tbe collision. _ 

E arn Duz poioluaa•.-Wben the do•• 

11 
lei~[ good• 'ran through Jagadhr~ 0:1 the 

Jorniug of the 20th 0Jtobor, I WJI ol•nd1ng oo the 
I •f rm No si.rMI armo had Lee01 lo.verei for hor v &lo 0 • D h • I f. L to ruu tbrougb. ~otb. t e &l~l'ita'lt s.adon ma1 er 



and I went and etood down between the tracks and 
ohowed red lights to ~or to atop. The ~ngine was 
obowing a red head l•ght, a green bolter llght on the 
left and a red one on the ri~ht. I first heard a 
whiotle when the engine was near the north facing 
pointo, and the whistling continued until the engine 
hod gone np to the sonth points. She ran through 
the yard on the loop at .•bout the speed of. a mail 
train and I could not discern anv of the engtne etalf 
on .;count of the dust. Both the ohtion ma>ter and 
1 called out to the engine stall' to stop, but we got 
no reply. 

KanAaiya, pointsman.- Oo the morning of the 
29th in•tant I waasent ont totheooutb points before 
the arrival of No, 27 up and the down special goods. 
The poiuts were Sf't, but not locked, for the 01ain 
line, and all signale were at dan g-r. The station 
master tuld me th•t these two trains would cro>o 
hero. He told me not to lock my pointa until 1 
received a signal from him. While I wae standing 
at the pointe I suddenly heard the whistle of the 
down speoial goode from about opposite the station. 
The engine had no lights "batever, and I did not 
oee it nntil it wao oluse upon me. When I oaw that 
aha could not stop, I reversed the points to let her 
ont on to the main line. She ran out at about 
the speed of a mail train. It wso quite dark, s.nd aa 
I was close to the poinh 1 did not observe any of the 
engine staff. The driver whiatled from about OJlPO• 
site the o\atinn up to the time he passed my pomts, 
after which be stopped. .Hloignalligbto in J a~a· 
dbri were lighted and w•re at danger when the down 
opecial goodo ran through, 

T.E. Oollin1, locomotivo foreman, SaAaranpur.-
1 hue known engine No, P. 35 for some time, It 
bas worked passenger and goods train•. I don't 
remember having had any complainta again•t it from 
drivers. I cannot give the details of the petty 
repairs that were carried out when the engine wao 
last in shed. I cannot say when laot the brake• 
blocka were renewed, but from inspection of them 
I ohould aay they could be used yet for about two 
montha. 

1 arrived at the ocene of the accident abont two 
houn after it occurred. I fonnd the vaouum brake· 
blooko on the engine hard on and I could not obake 
them; the vacuum pist••n wao np :nnd projecting 

about 6 inohes of the portion that could rioe • th& 
mechanical gearinll' of the brake• was praotlcal\y· 
undama~ed. I saw the bloch blue and skid marks 
nn the wheels (driving and trailing); the brokescould 
.not have been put on as they were, ex<·ept by actual 
application of the vacuum apparatus. 

In my opinion the inability of driver Nelson to otop 
hia train when reqnirod is due to his probably having­
arrived in Jagadhri otatioo without vacunm and at 
a high speed, It require• about lt or 2 minnteo to 
oreate vaouum, and this would account for the delay­
in his getting his train under control. 

Lo'6oo .'Ram, mistri.-When engine No. P. 35 
came into ohed the driver booked" b•ake tie rods;, 
be taken oil'." On examining the engine the defecl 
found was that the piaton bad too great a etroke, 
the head of tho piston rod jamming the bead of the· 
cylinder, so the brake conld get no power. 'l'o correct 
this 1 tightened np the central rod three th1eads, 
that !B about lth of an inch. I conld have tightened 
it up another inch or inch·and·a·hl·lf if neoeosary. 

In the conroe of a day I have to adjust five and 
six engines, and it is possible my statement is in•· 
acnrate. 

0, H. Hill, titter.-With regord to the follow• 
ing remark-" Bo•h whistle cocko J;l'inding, bo~h 
injector steam cooks grinding, blower 1tea.m cocl•, 
grinding, engine 6ral:e tio rod• adjtuting, hrake­
pOIDBr f'Btle•8'-mado by driver Nelson In the Saba·· 
ranpnr shed repair ho .. k on the 27th Ootober regard·· 
ing engine No. P. 35, I would etflain that I did 
this by aorewing up the central pnl rod about half 
an inch. I oonld have screwed it np another thread 
in addition to thia, By thio meana I reduced the­
otroke of the piston about four to live Inches. The 
rule in the shed is that "the stroke of a piston 
ohould not gn to oix inches," as if they go to six 
incheo it wiil touch top eovsr of the cylinder, 1 
made no other adjnatment in regard to the brakes .. 
I renewed the brake·blocka of engine No. P. 3D­
about two months ago. These brake·blocks on 
goode engines generally laat from four to five 
IDontho. · 

When aaking me to adjnst his brake·blocko, 
driver Neloon told me that they would'nt grip pro-. 
perly, 

FINDING. 

. . We, the ~dersigned, ~aving carefully considered the evidence at our disposal, are of· 
opmion that dnver Nelron, either from sleep or mental aberration or some other cause, was not 

on the alert when he arrived at the usual place for shutting off steam, that is, at mile 1~;9, 
and that he ran over the restriction at mile 1,040 at a speed far over 10 miles an hcur; that. 
he only. beca~e aware of his position when in Jagadhri yard, probably when passing over 
t?e f~cmg po!nts; that he ~hen ~ook a second or two to gather his wits; that he wasted. 
tl.IDe m openm!\' and shuttmg his whistle and did not call for his hand brakes till he was 
~ell throng? J agadhri yard. We believe the vacuum brake was applied and acted, but that· 
It was applied too late. 

We consider that the staff at Darazpur, .Ta"'a.dhri and Kalanour are in no way to blame~. 
and that the sole blame rests with driver N elso;,, 

U, C.' SANDYS,: K. y. KIRKHOPE, 

M~mber. Memher. 

Having carefully considered all the evidence and examined the station books in this case,. 
I am ?f opi.nion that none ~f the station s~aff at Darazpul', J agadhri or Kala.nour are .to blame· 
fo~ thts acctdent. The tram staff of No. 27 up are also in no way to blame. I beheve th;at. 
dnver Nelson, and probably also his fireman, Ahasin Sinooh of the Rajpura down special· 
goods, because they ,had been nearly 11 hours on duty, went t~ sleep some time after leavinl'" 
Darazpur; that, owtng t~ the lo~g falling- grade into Jagadbri their train gathered speed 
~n! entered the yard ag;mnst ~11 signals ; that on account of the jolt the engine ~tot on enter· 
tn.,, t~e curve at tbe fae~ng pomts they were suddenly rcmsP.d up to a sense of their dangerous· 
posit ton; and tba~ the brakes :wh~n t?ey were applied did not bite propm·ly, which prevent~d 
tfhem from stoppm~ the tram In t•me to avert the collision which took place at one DUle 

rom the centre of the station. 

It is probable that driver Nelson when he came into J&gadhri was running without· 
'acuum, and that he lost time in rreating it before getting his engine under control; but even 
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then, had the brak.e-power been ad~quate, I am. of opinion that he would have stopped his traia­
in less than one m1le from the stat1on._ I beheve, therefore, that the principal c:~uses of this 
accident were the overwork of the engme staff and the inadequacy of, or defects in, the brake· 
a.pparatus. 

E. VERRIERES, 
President. 

As the members .of the above co~mittee were not a~reed in their finding and in order 
to elucidate the questiOn of the workmgo of the vacuum brake on enooine I'. 35 of the down 
special goods, thH Manager, North '\Yestern Railway, ordered a furth~r enquiry to be held by 
Deputy Heads of Departments. This further enquiry was held at Jagadhri station on tho 
7th November 1907. · 

For the purposes. of .this en_9.uiry the vacu~ brake gear of engine No. P. 35 had been re­
assembled o!l the eng1ne, aud th1~ was thoroughly mspec~cd, and the stroke .of the piston in the 
vacuum cylmder tested by applymg a lever under the p1ston rod and seemoo how far it could. 
be forced up into the cylinder. The evidence already taken was then re~d ov•r and consi­
dered, and the following finding arrived at. 

• FINDING. 

We have inspected the vacuum brake ofeng"ilie No. I'. 35, which worked the down Rajpura. 
special good•, and have carefully considered the whole of the evidence taken at the enquiry 
held into this accident by the district officers, and are of opinion that driver W. M. 
Nelson is solely responsible. 

Our reasons for arriving at this conclusion are :-

(a) that driver W. M. Nelson made no report at Rajpura after the previous trip· 
that his brakes were out of order; it must, th•refore, be assumed that they 
were in proper working order when he left Raj pur a. 

(~) that driver W. M. Nelson had no difficulty in pullirog up his train throughout 
the journey, even when the load behind the engine was 35 vehicles, which 
was the case from Rajpura to Umballa Cantonment, the number of vehicles 
from that station onwards, and at the time of the accident, being only 
19. 

. (c) that our inspection of the vacuum brake, the parts of which have been assembled 
for our inspection, shows it to be in working order. 

· We believe the accident was brouaht about by driver W. M. Nelson's not being on the 
alert, possibly asleep, when entering J~gadhri yard, aud that he was probably working his­
engine without vacuum. 

We consider that driver W. M. Nelson was not overwo1·ked. 

H. A. CAME RON, CAPT., R. E. A. C. CRIGHTON, 

Mem~er. Mem~er. 

E. w. WALTON, Lu:UT.-COLONEL, R. E., •. 
President. ... · 

Remar!ts ~y tke Manager, Nortll- Western railway. 

In forwarding copies of the abo'l"e enquiries and findings the M~nagar remar~a"'that ~: 
agrees with the finding of the Deputy Heads of Departments and. w1th the .fin din., of; _ 
majority iu the first enquiry. The second enquiry was convened ch1efly to elac!date the q es 
tion reooardinoo the workin"' of the vacuum brake. " ., " 

Summary hy the Government Inspector of Railways. 
. .. . . h' h h t L n eTT>Iained in the above proceed-Briefly summansmg certatn potnts w IC ave no ee -s: 

ings i it may be stated that:- · . h 't f th' colli•ion, is 
· The line from some three miles.north of Jagadhri right up tot est 9 0 18 

practically level. 1 · 1 000 fo two and a 
Thus, be.ginning at mile~ there is a falling gradient of about m ' rb f f 

11
• 

16-17 456 f t. there is then a short lengt o a tng 
half miles, followed by a stretch of level for 1, 

37
;ef 't. 'de the facin"' points. From this 

g~e of 1 in 287 feet for 1,500 feet whic~ ends ee 0 '£::t there is a"' very slight falling 
pom~ on tlorough the station yard, for a ~~tance o

5
f
0
g•5f0 t p' to the site of the accident the 

2:rad1ent of 1 in 1,129 and for the remamtog 2, ee u 
line is level. . . d th 

• . , , , h th d f Ja~a.dbri EtatlOU yard, an near. a 
There 1s a slio-ht curve Jnst outs1de t e nor en b "d th' t'he line is :perfectly stra.~ght 

south outer home ~ignals there is another slight curve, eyon 18 

for some miles. 
App. XX. 
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The total fall over these four miles amounts to 21·29 feet, or an average gradient of about 
1 in 1,000 throughout. The bridge r_eferre~ to in the ev~ence. is that over the J umna canal 
about 200 yards outside the south facmg pomts of J agadhr1 station yard. 

An examination of the track between Jagadhri station and the site of the collision showed 
first distinct signs of skidding 380 feet from the site of the accident. ' 

An examination of tbe wheels of engine No. P. 35 also showed signs of skidding on them 
The en"'ine and tender and brakevan brake-blocks all showed signs of having been applied· 
though b not for a lengthened period, or as though they had been very powerfully applied. ' 

There was plenty of metal in all the actual brake-blocks, and especially in the case of the 
tender brakes which were practically new. 

There were slightly blued patches in places on the engine wheels and on two of the engine 
brake-blocks. 

Immediately after the accident the regulator of engine No. P. 35 was found bent and 
jammed over in the full open position, the engine was in full reverse gear and the vacuum 
brake-blocks were clutching the engine wheels. 

After having re-assembled the vacuum brake gear (which wa~ practically undamaged) 00 
·enooine No. P. 35 it was found, on applying a lever conaisting of a short length of rail under 
th~ piston of the vacuum cylinders, that the throw of the piston rod was almost five inches. 
The pressure actually applied on the piston in this case must have approximated one ton. 

The actual throw allowed for the piston rods in the vacuum cylinders is six and a half 
jnches. An examination of the engine brake adjusting rods showed that the centre adjusting 
rod, referred to in the evidence of litter C. H. Hill and mistri Loboo Ram, had been shortened 
to its utmost limit, in so far as was possible by turning the adjusting nut. 

And an examination of the Saharan pur shed repair book showed the following entries 
.against engine No. P. 35 as having been made by dri\·er Nelson, with the attached remarks. 

Effgine. 

P. 35 

P. 35 

Dat•. 

24·10-07 

27-10..()7 

Bepair• regviretl. 

Engine and tender brakes taking up and } 
adjusting. 

Engine brake tie·roda adjusting, brake } 
power nseles•. · 

Remarks ~!I the Government Inspector of Railways. 

RBIIARI<S. 

Taken up. 

AdjUJ!ed. 

Having carefully. considered all the above . points, together 'with the evidence taken, I 
cam of opinion that driver Nelson of the down special goods train from Rajpura must be held 
primarily responsible for this accident. · · · · 

I am further of opinion that at the time of the collision the down special goods train was 
11till travelling at a speed of 15 to 20 miles an hour, and that the engine was only reversed 
just a few seconds before the collision. . 

Driver Nelson must be held primarily responsible in that he failed to keep his train under 
proper control wheQ approaching Jagadhri station, and not oilly passed the outer and home 
signals at danger but ran through the yard at such a speed (not less than 30 miles an ho~) 
th!.t he had not brought his train to a stand even at the time of the collision, about 1 uale 
beyond the centre of J agadhri station yard. 

The points, therefore, which require consideration are the possible causes which Jed to 
·driver Nelson.thus losing control of his train. . 

There is one point on which all members of both committees are agreed; namely, that. 
driver Nelson entered J agadhri yard against signals owing to not being on the alert and 
lJossibly asleep, and that he was first aroused to his dangerous position by feeling the lure~ 
as his engine entered the facing points and was turned on to the loop line; and in th1s 
-opinion I concur. 

Accepting this, there still remains to be considered l1ow it was possible for driver Nelson 
to have proceeded with his train for a mile further without having brought it to a stand, for 
even allowing for damp and slippery rails, had . his engine vacuum brake been in working 
01·der and efficient, it should have been possible for him to have brought his train to a stand 
within 800 to 1,000 yards .or in little more than hal£ the distance he actually ran. 

It is I think obvious that his failure to do this must be attributed to one of two causes, 
namely:- · 

Either (i) he was working without vacuum, or (ii) the brakes were for some reason 
ineffective and did not grip properly. . 

In either case he did not find out what was the matter soon enou"'h to t&.ke the necessary 
steps to avert the collision. " 

In .regard to t~e reasons given by tbe committee of Deputy Heads of Departments for 
~oncludmg t~t dnver Nelson was working without vacuum, I am unable to see that t~ere 
1s a?y force m (a) a~d (b), ~utI agree with their remarks under (c) in so far as was poss1~la 
to Jndge from an mspecllon of the re-assembled parte of the vacuum brake gear of eng1ne 
No. P. 35. 
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I~ regard to (a~ I regard it as an assumption1 ca!Tying no g1·eat weight, and in re"':nd 
to (~) 1t may be not~ced that though the load behmd the engine from Rajpura. to Umballa. 
·con~1sted of 35 veh1olee, .two of these next the engine were a. first and a second class coa.chin"' 
veh1cle, probably fitted w1th a Vacuum brake and connected with the engine vacu · "' 
w~ilst it _is not clear that there wer~ no other vacuum braked vehicles on this trai~md!r: 
th1s portion of the run connected w1th ~he engine vacuum pipe; in any case two vacuum 
braked passenger coaches won!~ have g1ven t~e driver a considerable additional brake power. 

As opposed to the conclus10;n that the dr1verwas working without vacuum, or as affording 
reasonable grounds for a.ssumtng that the brakes may not have been working e!Iectively, we 
have:-

(i) The evidence of fireman Subrati of engine No. P. 35. 
(ii) The entries mad? by driver Nelson on the 24th and 27th October, l'espectively, in 

the Sahara.npur shed repair book and between which dates he ran a. total out and home run of 
about 196 miles only. · 

, And _(iii). the fact t~at the central brake rod ~ad been shortened a.s. far as was permissible 
byL the a.dJustmg nut wh1ch was the method of adJustment made accord1ng to the evidence of 
the fitter and mistri in the Sahara.npur shops. 

I am, therefore, I regret, unable to express any definite opinion as to whether driver 
Nelson was unable to stop his train within a mile of Ja..,.adbri station yard owinrr to his 
working without a vacuum or owing to a partial failure of the vacuum brake. " 

It may be remarked that this most reprehensible practice of drivers of working without 
vacuum, brought to light at this enquiry, can only be due to two causes: firstly, with a view to 
savin~ steam and thereby coal with the object of increasing their coal premium, and, secondly, 
possibly with a view to saving wear and tear on brake gear and janing the machinety of 
their engines. In neither case is the object to be attained deserving of a moment's con­
sideration, and steps should be taken to put a stop to this practice. Two minor points which, 

·though not directly the cause of this accident, would no doubt have materially lessened the 
force of the collision, if not permitting its being entirely averted, are :-

(i) That though there were four vacuum braked vehicles on the down special goods, 
not one was next the engine at the time of the collision and the additional brake power thus 
available was entirely useless. 

(ii) That there was only one dim red buffer light on the engine No. P. 36 burning at 
the time of the collision, and possibly a dim green one. To be effective at a distance, a rea.~ly 
powerful head light is required on all engines. Whether electricity, gas, or oil is the illumtn· 

·ant is immaterial so long as it throws a. powerful light. The head and buffer lights Qn many 
·of the North We.stern railway engines cannot be distinguished for more than 200 to 300 
yards on a dark rught. . 

The omission of the guard and driver of No. 27 up passenger to ex<:hang.e s~gnals.on 
passing Kala.nour stition may be noted, and the evidence of the guard of th!s tram, 10 wh1ch 
be admits that such omission is customary, may be noted for necessary action by the proper 

, authorities. . 
In conclusion, I would add that I do not consider t~at driver Nelson had.been over· 

worked,·or that his duty hours were unduly long, nor d?es 1t a.pp~ar th.at the station stall at 
·Darazpur, J a.gadhri or Kala.nour were in any way responsible for th•s acctdent. 

W. D. WAG HORN, M.uoa, R. E., 
Gooernment Inspector of Ilailwa!J'· 

Remarlcr ~!/ th Senior Government. Inrpector of Ilailwayr, Lallore • 

. ,I agree with the finding r~corded by the. Dep11ty Hea?s of Departments, and am of 
·op1mon tha' driver W. :M. Nelson 1s solely responsible for the accident. 

H. SAVORY, 
LAROBII!; } &nior Governmed [lll}tctor. 

lBtll Novem~er 1907. 



Appendix XXI to the abstract return of accidents on Indian rail­
ways for the twelve months ended the 31st December 1907. 

Report of t!te.pl'oceeilings of comMittee of:enqwiry which assemUetlat LuJlliana •tatiou. 
North Westen~ l'atlway, on the 27th, 25t!t a111l 29t!t lJecemter 1901 t · · t til 

, o enqntre 111 o ~ 
cirwmstances attending a colliaio11 between No.5 ''1' a1tcl No. 12 down Jlasaenger train~ at 
mile 9~5-2, 'betwee"' L!ttlli.iana and L{ulliowal, at about 4-5 liorm, 011 the 25til JJecember 1901, 
an accule11t u11fortu1zately atte1uled by a lai'!Je loss of life. 

The committee was composed of the following officers :-

K. 1\I. KIRKl!OPE, lJistrict Locomotive Buperintentlcnt 
• President. 

U. C. SANDYs, ])istrict Traffic Superintendent J jJfembcrs. _B. E. LAWRENCE, 

P. J. FAGAN, 

.Jaaiata1zt Engineer . 

lJeputy Co11lmiaaioner 

:} J. F. REHILL, Snperintendent, Railway Police Present. 

On the 28th and 29th 1\Ir. Lawrence's place was taken by Mr. E. J. Verriercs, 
Engineer. Executive 

-----~_... 

DESCRIPTION. 

3. On the morning of December 25th, 1907, at mile "935-2, bltween Ludhiana and 
tadhowal, a collision occurred between 5 up passenger and 12 down passenger trains, h<•th 
caJ1:ying line· clears, at about 4 hours, resulting in serious loss o£ lire and of railway property. 

'l'he casualties werH as follows :-Killed 20 (including 6 of the train stal'f), injuJ·ed 8 
(including 4 of the train staff); of these 8 injured, one passenger is since dead. 

The damages to rolling stock are estimated at about li lakhs of rupees. The d.amagcs 
to the permanent-way were trifling. The line was blocked and transhipment was earned out 
for a period of about 40 hours, 'J'elegraphic communication was inteJTupted for about 9 holll's. 

The line at the site of the accident is on a curve and on a. hank of about 15 feet and there 
is a good view along the line in ettber direction. 

EVIDENCE. 

Nur A./,mad, &ignaller, .iudMana.-Ladhowal 
Dlade line·olear enquiry for 12 dowo. I received hb 
enquiry, and haviug ll'ritten it out made it over to 
the .A. S. M. (assistant otation. master). Reply · w .. 
given to him according to the written instruotiono 
of the assistant otation master. 'l'hen I was oalled 
by Dhandari Kal~n for enquiry of 5 up pasaenger 
and I look down his enquiry in writing aod made 
it over to the assistant atatlon master. The written 
repJI of the a .. istant station master "'aS oigna!led 
to Dhaudad Kalan by me. I then attended to other 
instrum~uls, I go\ departure of. 5 up fr~m 
Dhandan Kalan. After thio tho assiStant otat1on 
master ~ave me written cancellation enquiry for · 
Ladhowal to detain 12 down, which I signalled, 
Reply was received from Ladhowal that 12 down 
would bo detained at his and tba line was clear for 

· 5 np, 'l'hia message 1 made over to the aa•istant 
station master. In three or foar minutes tho 
assistant P.tation master gave me written u out 
report" of 5 np from Ludbiana for Ladhownl. I 
signalled thio "out report " to Ladhowal at S-52. 
Ladhowa\ acknowledged tbe "out repm·t" io the 
usual way. On reoeipt of tbe "out report" of 5 np 
at Ladhowal he asked me for" on arrival line-clear" 
for 12 down.' 1 received this fully and made it over 
to tho as•istant at.tion master in writing. Re~ly 
waa given to Ladhowal ao written out by the am•· 
!ant alation master. I went on with otber work. 
No "out repo1·t" was received from Ladhowol for 
12 down, and at about 4 hours there was a cont.aot 
on Ladhowa\ train wire and Phillonr through w1re. 
I am qnite sure Ladhowa\ asksd for" on arrival of 
6 up line·clear fur 12 down," 

I aent no message, practice or o~berwiae, to­
Ladhowal after tile "out report" of 6 np. On tho 
night in queation Noubria !lam did not soud me 
any messages regarding 5 np and 12 down. 

SAiv Cnaml relie•ing ttatiort ma•ter, Ludhi· 
ana -I came ~~~duty at 0 houn on the 25th. Line· 
olea~ enquiry was tendered to t~ia station by .Ladho· 
wal for 12 down pa•oenger, reoet~• d by the ~~gaaller 
and given to me. llepiy waa gJYOD that hne was 
clear for 12 down pa .. onger. Lino·clear bad been 
given to Dhandari Kalan for~ up po,.eogor.. I had. 
arranged to oron theae two tram• •t IDY, eht1oo, bu~ 
in the meanwhile 5 np lett :Qhandan Kalan a01d 
anived at my otation; no departure of 12 down 
from l.adhowal had been received hero, and 5 UJ> 
tras waiting at roy 1tation. 1 t11ere£or.e wrote ~ut. 
cancellation enquiry fvr.5 np and ~·•• II to the II~· 

u A reply wao rece1ved from Ladhow.ltbat 12 
:J!w~:..ould be delained there and line woo olc"r for 
5 n paosenger, 1 then i•oned the lloo-ole~r and 
sta!ted 6 np paBiengcr on the proper autbonty, I 
received no "out report" !or 12 down from Ladhowal. 
On &tarting 6 np 1 oame !Dto the oflid co and ."t rotte out 
de artnre of G up in my book an gave I .o my 
ai ~aller to oond on to La.dhowal. After thll the 
·g oaller received an enqu111 from Ladhowal and 

Big 't to me This onqnny wao for 12 down 
gave 

1 
r and 'uked if line would be cle>r for 12 

passe~•ge . f 5 t h' down pallenger on aniYal o up pusenger • 11, 
to which 1 replied in the aflirmatue. 

Nauhria Ram, rignallet', I.adl•owal;-I wu on 
duty from 2 hour• to s honra on the 2utb. 1 wu 
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rkin" on the Pbillour instrument, "nd. with 

refereu~e to 12 down I neithe!' t·eceived nor oent ~ny 
line·oleo.rs. The a..:sistant station master was workmg 
<>n the Lodhi•ID& instrument, When 12 down 
arrived at Lad!10wal the as•istant station m~ster 
&aid "I have received a reply from Ludh••na, 
re>arding my request to detain 5 up at his and to 
Jetl2 down come on.'' He .. ;a be bad fillel in 
the privato number and asked me to fill in the !e•t 
of the form. I said· when be had already reo01vel 
fhe" cut report" of 5 up from Ludhiaua "Why obould 
I do., yon roquest." He replied that the Ludbiana 
signaller bad iuformed him that 5 up bad not yet 
left a"d to fill in the form quickly, Bl that the goard 
should not see the blank form. I then filled in the 
form except the figures of the private number and 
the ,ignBtore, w hioh were written by tho asJiatant 
station maater. 1 neither receive! nor sent any 
messaga to Ludhi•n• regardiog 12 down or 5 up. 
.At the time 1 filled up No. 55 B. (reply from · 
Ludhiana to coneellotion mesBage 56 A.) the line• 
<>lear for 12 down had bean torn out •. 

Muhammad Ra1hid, a1Bi1tant 1tation marter. 
LadhotDa!.-I came on duty at 0 hours on 25th. 
At about S-12 honro, Phillour made an. enquiry 
.for 12 down on arrival of 77 up goo]a, I gave 
him conditional reply and et the Slme time 1 
turned to malie an enqoiry for 12 down from 
Ludhiana, who ~ave m~ llne·clear, .lfter about half . 
no boor Phillour h•d not otarted 12 down from his. 
'!'hen Lndhiano made ••ucellation •nqu!ry and asked 
me to detain 12 down ot mine, whion my signaller 
·(Nanbria Ram) received after writing line·clear for 
6 np. 1 gave np the reply book to my oi•naller to 
<leopatcb it to Ludhiana. Ludhiana gave" departure · 
.of 6 up at 3·47, on which 1 at once oent my enquiry 
to Phillour. Then I went out to stop 12 down, and 
ha':ing done •o by ~eana of hand signal, !a111pa and 
'WhiStle, I went toto the office when .si~~:ualler 
Nsubria Rom informed me that Ludhiana had not 
atarted 5 up. 1 iostruct•d him to ask Ludh:ana 
.if 5 up bad not left from his. The aigna\ler replied 
that sign.ller Nur of Ludhiana had told him to canoe! 
the line-clear Ladbowal bad ~~:iven for 5 up and to 
apply for a ft·eoh line•olear for 12 down. This reqoest 
·W •s made to N auhria Ram on the instrament, bnt 
uot rerorded. I then wmte my cancellation enquiry 
(No. 56 A) and gave it to 1ny oignaller, Then I 
went out to see to the pas<engera and when I returQ• 
~d to the office Naahria Ram told me that line·olear 
had been re ·eived for 12 down and 5 up had been 
det~ned at Lndhiana. I then wrote the outer foil 
of !me-clear for 12 down and II'••• it to the lot guard. 
}2 dow.n left at 4 hours and I. gave " out report " 
lwmed1ately on its departure. Lndbiana did not 
reply •. I then gave t~e. written "out report •• to 
Nauh~1a Ram to transmit It to Ludhiana vid Phillour. 
I rsce1ved out reporl of 5 up from Lndhiana (No 18 

-c.) at 3·48. The station books were now examin;d, 
q.-Wh;r did yon desl'atch No. 56 A. at 3·65 after 

havmg reomed No, 18 C. at 3·4.8 p 
.J:.-Beoanse I bad heard from Noub.ria Ram th t 

Nur, a signaller of Ludhiana, had told him that a5 
·up ~ad not left Ludhiana, 1 did not teat this lnfor• 
~.·~•on, but aent 56 A. which 1 considered sufficient. 
I. n1s w•s despatobeJ .at 3·57, though gi ran to the 
Blgnaller by me at 3·55. 

Q.-HRving reoeifed an " nut report •• 8 d I' 
ole r f L db' b th b · 0 a IDe· · • ~om n 1ana, o eanng the •ame No 11 
why d1d you not refer the matter p ' ' 

.J:.-1waa attending to a 'P•••enger train and 1 
·waa under the impresaion that hie No. 11 had b 
c•noelled. een 

Q.-Who wrote the reply received from Ludhiana 
that is, 66 B P ' 

.d.~ignal!er Naubria Ram wrote it all includ' 
.tJ,o pnnto number liZ. I signed only. tog 

<:h~~~·~~ ~ull,5 guard, 5 up pa•~enger.-I was in 
h" hI f B o, up Hardwar•Laho·e pas•eoger 

w20 •5•9 he t abaranpur on December 24th 1907 at' 
· outaor34.m" t 1 • • 

t L dl . .'DU es ate, At 3·42 we arrived 
" u llona and while on th I tf 
-ing my work at tb b k 8 P 8 orm, after finish· 

au aster Shiv Ch 8 d robe van, th t asaistant station 
• an • rought the line·clear and 

2 

handed it to my second guard, Ram Cha~•der I 
di~ not see. the line·olear myself, bot saw· the 
asmtant •lat1on master band a slip of paper that 
looked like the ordinary lioe·oloar form in use t 
the , .. con~ guard, but the driver did not star~ 
of! Immediately from some cauoeo unknown • 5 
minutes were lost at Ludhian• and booked to" \Vait 
iog !or drivet• to •tart." The driver was on th; 
eog~oe, for 1 w•lked up to oee what was the delay 
1 did not speak to him at the time, There is 11 ' 

refreshment room at Ludhiana, After starting and 
aiving the" all right" signal I started filling up my 
train papers. On the spriog of the oui'Ve I felt the 
vacuum brake• being applied with fnll force ~nd 
beard the donger whistle sounded. I looked ont and 
saw one red light. Thi<king it was the distant 
aignal of Ladhow•l, I resumed my w~rk of filling up 
my papers, whe" I he~rd a d,readful crash and wns 
knocked down on my r~gbt ••do, The train I was in 
Aid not come to a stand, bnt was moving very elo.vly 
in facL on the point of coming to a otand·otill' 
When I eame to after a few minutes, J found ali 
lamps out, I got down and went 'to sae what had 
token plaoe and found that a tr.in bad ran into mine 
(No.6 up Hardwar passenger)_. ,A:tel•g•·am wat at 

. once sent to Ladhowal by rel1evmg station maotor 
~itran Chand, whJ was ~ ptssenger in my train. i 
d•d. all I co~ld to asmt ~hose in dillionlty until 
assistance arrned. 

W. O"Oonnor, driver.-1 wa• the driver of 5 up 
from Sabaranpnt• to Phillour on the 24th with a load 
of ab~ut 17. My train waa running late, luvi~g 
ludh•aua at 3·5:! on the 25th with "clear "line-clear 
for Ladhow•l. When about 150 yards from 
Ladhowal onter signal, I noticod a red li~~:bt wbiob I 
took to be the outer signa\ and I ohut off oteom, I 
opened the whistle and immedi•tely afterwards saw 
3 head lamps, 1 applied :tho vacnuw brake, pulling 
the handle" full on." It immed•ately ocourred to me 
it was 12 down approaching and I lent ou~ be:ween 
the stanchions of engine and tender to see whether 
the train had drawn up. White in this position the 
cOllision occurred, and I woo thrown out down the 
embaulrmeot. At the thne of the collision my train 
waa travelling at about 10 miles per hour, I heOl'd 
no whistling and nothing to indicate the approach 
of 12 down. The oute•· signal waa against ·me, and 
I did not lee the home oigoal, 

I h~ve all my line·olears with me and now hand 
lhem over ; 23 in all. I pel'lonally enminel my 
h01d Iampo before leaving Lndhi•n• and they were 
nJI burning brightly. When 1 applied the vacuum 
only the train pipe needle dropped; my v.cunm was 
in perfect order •. From the time 1 applied the 
vacuum, 1 om of the opinion my engine wheels 
skidded. There were no decorations on lhy engine. 

Valentine Bazter, guard, 12 down passongm-
1 came on duty aboot 2 hours, on morning of 
December ll5th, at Phillour, to work 12 down p•sseo• 
gar to Saharanpnr, 12 down left Phillonr at 3·4.5 and 
came to a stand at Ladhowal outer signal for about 
5 minutes. The outer signal was then lowered and 
u.y tnin d1·awn into the alation on the maio line. I 
got on t of my brake and ran to the offices ond there 
1oet the drinr and sec~nd guard. 'l'he aSBiatant station 
master wa•jost oomiog out of the door of the office •• 
I came np. I said " Wllat •bout line-clear, Babu" P 
He said " 1 have got line•olear now. I first gave 
line·olear to 5 up, but 1 have now detained: her." 1 
booked 8 1ninuteo for line·olear, i.•., 5 minutes at 
onter signal and 8 minntea at station, When 1 
first came n p to the office the assiotan ~ statio,n 
master handed over the line-clear an<1 1 gave 1t 
to the dtiver, and as ooou 88 the starting signal 
was lowered the driver got on his engine and 
atarted, W eleft Ladhowal at & hours euotly by 
my timing and the acoident must have oc•urred 4 
or 6 minutes later. I wao knocked insensible In 
my brakevan, and when I oame to I immediately 
got ont and went back and protected my h.,.io, 

William Michael Fogg; lltjiremaa of13 tlo•lll· 
-Our train lcH Phillour late. I attendel to my 
head lampe before 1tarting and they were all burn· 
iog brigh\ly. · 
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FINDING, 

. We, the. undersigned, having care.fully considered all the evidence given in this cn~e, aud 
havmg exarnmed the boo~s of the st~hons concerned, are of opinion that this accident was 
bron!!'h~ about by the asSIStant statiOn master of Ladhowal (Sheikh 1\Iuhammad Rashid) 
perxn1ttmg No. 12 down p1ssenger to proceed towards Ludhiana while No u up paesen"'er 
was still on the section;_ this permission was given by th~ assistant 'station master" of 
Ladhow!l'l after he, had received the "out 1·ep~rt" from Ludhiana of 5 up passenger and bc[ore 
that tram had arnve_d at Ladbowal. We beh~ve that the station sta!f of Ludhiana, the staff 
of No. 5 up, and the sta!'f of No. 12 down are m no way to blame for this accident that the 
line-clear books of Ludhtana are cot1'ectly and properly wdlten up, that in their -'anxiety to 
preve,nt any d~lay to No, 12 d_own passenger the assistant station master (Sheikh Muhammad 
RaJihid) and SI!Jn~ller (N aubna Ram) of Ladhowal between them confused an " on arrival " 
fo~ a " simple ' hne·clear! the for~e~ havin!l' been actually signal)ed fr~m Ludhiano. (Tho 
dnver of 12. down on recetpt of t~1s s1mple ltne-clear left Ladhowalimmedmtcly for Lndhiana.) 
We also beheve th:I.t when the mistake was discovered by Sheikh Muhammad Hasbid and 
Nanhria Ram, they between them filled in the details on pa,.e No. 56 o£ the Ladbowal 
enquiry book. " 

The assistant •tation master of Ladhowal (Sheikh Muhammad Rashid) is guilty of 
having broken Rule No. 92 (a), Chapter V, of the General Rnles for Indian Railways. 

Remarks~!/ tlte Manager. 

I aJrree generally with the finding of the Committee, in that the assistant station master 
Sheikh Muhammad Rashid, of Ladhowal, was mainly responsible for the accident, and he 
is being prosecuted, 

I am farther of opinion that N auhtia Ram, signaller of Ladhowal, is also seriously to 
blame by reason of his filling up what was really a fictitious line-clear, on the orders of the 
assistant station master, without first satisfying himself tha.t the message had been Jli"Opel'ly 
received and recorded, and I have little doubt that lte afterwards with the assistant station 
maste1· concocted the messages which were alleged to have been received from Ludhiana. 
This man is also being prosecuted. . 

I do not find anything definite to support the Committee's opinion that a conditional 
line-clear may have been taken for an absolute one, 

Every endeavour is b~ing made for the early introduction of theTyer's :rablet I~tstrumcnts, 
which have only recently been received from England on the busy sectiOnS of !me between 
Amritsar, SaharanpUl' and Ghaziabad. 

Remark! V!J t~e Senior Government Inspector of Raitwa!JI, Lahore. 

6 up passenger, due at Ludhiana at 2·44 hourP, and 12 down paesenge~ due at 1:47 • 
were t·nnning late and calculntinoo that the crossin"' would take place at Ludb1ana, Ludhtana 
gave Ladhowallioe~clear for 12 do;n, Later on, finding that time would be saved by the 
<Jrossing being made at Ladhowal, Ludhiaua cancelled its line_-cleartfor 12 d~wn and got a 
line-clear for 5 up : 5 up arrive~ at Ludhiana, the line-clear was gtven to the dmer, and t e 
' out report" sent to Ladhowal, 

After the " out 1 report " was despatched, 6 up was delayed at Ludhian~, and ihe 
signaller, stopping an enquiry message from Ladh~wal, stated the fact. '~hed s~tloLu~hlat:~ 
{)Q duty at Ladhowal, i<>noring the f out report I which could ocr be ldn~.le . y ller to get 
.and prior to the canc~llation of which no action could be. ta eo, ~0 h ts ~~gba II: to tho 
.line-clear for 12 down went out busied himself with the tram, and w cu e wen ae 

1 office assumin<> a li~e-clear h~d been obtained, called for the li.ne-cl~~r :ook, ":r~0° ~p 1~; •Completed an u~conditioualline-clear for 12 down and started the tram "' 10 ran 10 a 
' 'about a mile outside his station. · h · h 

Owing to theheavy traffic on the sin,.le line between Amristar am\ Sabaraop~r, fWflcd 
" h · d by the mo,·emen• o oo always heavy, was at the date of the accident fort er mcrease ff t b · g made to 

stufEs to the famine districts of the United Province~, ever{ f or ":d:bl;udelays was 
·wor~ trains through as rapidly as possible ~nd f~ar of punuhmeo or avot 
possibly another factor helpin!f to cause th1a ac01dent. h'- _.. 

· · 11 d d · ly ready for use on L t8 sc~,,on, 
The tablet system of working is be10g msta. e an 18 'Jtr d cri tion but the line-clear 

.and, wh~n in working or~er, will prevent !1-n accihden~d of '~b 1~he :oJ ordinary attention to ita 
system m use at the ttme of the acc1den.t • o'!- ' wl 
Well-known rules have rendered the accident lmposstble. di'. ) ]' 

I h ' h 'bTty of the conditional and. nncon otona tne• 
1 ave taken up the question oft e poss1 I i d t aider that there wu any mistake 

c ear forms being mistaken for one another, but ho no 't co~p the line-clear cannot mista.ke 
made between the two in this accident-the man w o Wl'l es 
ibe one for the other, 
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There can be bub little doubt that after the accident the La.dhowal books were tampered 
with, and in the Ludhiana. books the out-report timing was, I think, altered, 

' 
l'i11111ming up. 

I find that the. station ~_~laster on dutr, a~sistant sta.tio~ master Sl.eik~ Muhammad 
Rashid, Ladhowal, IS responsible for the accident and that his signaller, Nauhr;a Ram, share:l 
in the issue of the false line-clear. 

L&HORE; II, SAVORY, 
The 17th January 1908, Senior Oo.vernment ln1pector. 



Appendix XXII to the abstract return of accidents on Indian 
railways for the twelve months ended the 31st December 1907. 

Jleport of the prpceedings of a co"!mittee of a enqui1'JI which assembled at 
Fg::a.bad_ stat ton, Ou_dk and lloktlkhand railway, on 11511~ January 1907, to 
enqu~re wto the acctdent to No. 10 down fast passenger train on the night preveous. 

The committee was composed of tlle following officers:­

F. D. FowLER, Engineer-in-Oaief. 0. ana R. ry. 
P. RAINIER,· Traffic Superintentlenl • • 

• 

H. M. CARDIIW1 Locomotive Superintentlent • 

MAlOR C. S. RosE, R. E., Government Inspector of Railways 

DESCRIPTION. 

President • 

:} Membera. 

• Present. 

No: 10 down fast passenger, consisting of 8 coaches and 2 brakes, marshalled as nnder­
(i) engine and tender, class H. P., No. 245 ; 
(iQ brake-van ; 
(iii) Srd class; 

(iv) through carriage, 1st and 2nd class composite; 
(v) two Srd class ; 
(vi) S•·d class postal composite; 
(vii) intermediate ; 
(viii) . two Srd class ; 
(ix) rear brake-van ; 

. ,. 

arrived at Fyzabad at 23-15 and was received on platform No. 1. 

Line-clear for Ranapali was given aj; 23;2S and the t~ain left the station at the sa!lle 
time. The starting signal was duly lowered and the tram passed the advanced starter whJCh 
was'at danooer and took the cross-over road 8-11, on plan, to the dead-end at the east end. of 
the station "and ran throuooh the buffer stop, over the road and into the gate-lodge on the fakill'dd 
of the road, demolishing the gate-lodge and bury~ng in the ruins two gatemendw~~l wderbut :

0

• 

instantaneously The engine tender a.nd the leading brake-van were badly elaldrie .' fi . 
serious damage·. was done to either permanent-way, engine or rolling stock. The ver, re· 
man and guard were uninjured, and no passenger was hurt. 

· · EviDENCE. · . 

· . · f N 10- res ecting the working of Fyzabod zard. I have B. M. Shaw, d'nver.-I waa driver o o. tp b k f w rkin~ instrnctiono IIlli not w1th down p ... enger on tbe night of tho 14th. After go a oo o 0 ' 

rec•iving line-clear, tho starter at tho end o_f the. miv: t -The book of working inotrneLicno, ""' 
platform was lowered and I •tarted my tra1n. I • 0d •· t J 

0 
oar 19tH The addendum " Ru k•o 

exchanged signals with the guard and while engaged ;•one ~'! 1; Fy' "bsd~tatio~ interlocked ;ord " was 
in setting my lever -properly, I ouddenly felt a •hock. . or w:J' '~sth &;,tember 1905. 
I oaw danger aignalo •head after paooing'tho otorter '"'<o :•. ho~rn the addendum.) I do not think 
but did not know t~t any of them referr~d to me, hav~ .~~nrgs:en it before. 
and I waa not look1ng out for any other s>gnalo. I I E . ce I have been firemen, I hne coos!antl1 
was under tbe impression that the starter was the ver 110tb loop I bave driven 10 down oevoral 
only oignal I had to work to. I did not bear the , ?n ove~b." the· alation ,. .. fil'llt Interlocked 1 
east cabin signal man about out to me. 1 sal! a Imdes. no en nuh· aa to what the new eigna1a mr~nt 
IO'een light shown towards me from the east cab1n. ma •d. d 

8 
q o!. instruct me except tho ole lion 

Thia !light is &!ways abown. Tbelev.el·crossinfi ~ate nor 
1
,; wh~ told me about tbo otart4r •• The etu~~on 

waa open for my train. I knew thiS by aee1ng • mas to ' 'd nothing about any other 11gnolo. lho 
white light by the side of the gate. . m••. r •:aster or the asoiotont o!Atlon lllBBter hat 

Q.-How were you instructed in the signalling :~l': from time to lime that I am to otart when 
of tho yard P . . the •t.~t;ng signal io lowersd • 

.A.-I have aeon no rules regarding the 11.,...lhng I d'd not notioe the engine taking the cto,.·over 
o~ FYLabad stati_on, nor have 1 received .any 10struo• ad ;

0 
the dead-end, keing blllly ,.ith my lever at 

t1ona on the pomt, I get ordero and e~rcnlar• when ro t' 
ouch are issued from the locomotive foreman, thi jm~ my regulator wban I f,!t the ahoolt. 1 
Lucknow. I alwa;yo oign for ouch orders wboen I get. bad 0 08 time to put on my vacuum bnke. I wao 
them. I am onre I have not oi_gned for any orders no 

' 



going from 15 to. 20 miles an hour. I received no 
injury from the acCident. . 

Re·called.-I come on duty about 18·50 on the 
14th. I <Bme off duty at 16·0 on the same day. I 
left Lucknow at 7 .t..ll. on tho 14th t> work n troop 
special to Cawnpore, and before that I was off duty 
from 2i·O on the 13th to 7 .t..l!. on the 14th. 

Oro88•ezamined.-Tbo pion of Fy.-bad yard was 
shown to me by the committee, and I was requested 
to point oul the positions of the starter and advanced 
starter. I wso unable to point out these or any 
other signals on the plan. I was also shown, by the 
committee the instructions for down main line trains 
to ras!en~er yard, on page 4 of the ruiet~ for work­
log Fyzabad y•rd, and. I understanc\ now that ~here 
i• a starter near the platrorm and an ad.v•noe:l. 
otarter further on, but I did ut understand this at 
the time of the accident. 

I received the book of Working Instructions from 
the locomotive foreman (Mr. Leach, I think) some 
three or four yeare ago. 

I d.o not remember any occasion on whioh tho 
looomotive foremon's peon has asked me to send in 
my book. 

I have received a copy of the General Rules, but 
I have not ""d Rule No. H7. I sometimes take 
the book of Working Instructions with mo on the 
tra.in, but I usually leave it at home. I left it at 
home on the 14th January. 

I received notices affecting the w01·king of tbeline 
in the notice book, which is shown to me by the 
peon. I always si~n the hook after reading the 
notice. I received the Gazette every week, I read 
the notices nf cautions driving, bnt I do not remem· 
ber reading para. 639 of Gazette No. 4 of 1905. 

I understand the expr>ssion " knowing the road " 
to mean that I know the di•tant and home signals, 
and tho home starter, · 

I waa pOSBed as a driver by Mr. Dudgeon, district 
locomotive superintendent. . 

About a yeor ago I was sskei if I knew the roaa 
between Lnoknow and Moghal Serai. I certified 
that I did know the road, . 

Furthef' croaa•e:ramination.-I did not understand 
when I stated on the 14th, that I had oeen no rules 
ragarding the signallin<r of Fyzabad station th•t the 
question referred to add•ndum No. 15 or 1905. I 
have received tbe addendum No. 15 of 1905 oalled 
" Rules for working Fyzabo~d interlocked •tation " 
.. ontaining the di•gram of the yard, 

C. McEnnia, locomotive foreman, LucknotD.-Tbe 
<Uldendum to the Wo~king Instructions, dated let 
.Jan nary 1904-" Rules for working Fyzahad station 
interlocked yard "-were received by me on the 
night of the 28th September 1905. 

On receipt of these rnleo I caused one oopy to be 
pasted inlo the " driven' notice boolt. 1 ' B. M, 
Shaw was nuder my orders on this date. B. M Shaw 
signed the •· Olivera' notice book •· and received a 
copy of the ra'!ea for working Fy;abad station bnt I 
.. annot say on what partionlar date he received it. 

I received a notice from Running Superintendent, 
dated 29th Septem~er 1905. On receipt of this, I 
prepared a ~annscr~.pt form" We do certify that we 
oro acquamted Wlth the toad on the oections 
mentioned below." 1 obtained B. M. Sbaw'o oigna­
ture to the run" Luoknow to Mo,.a\ Serai f1ia loop 

d h d ""K · th "' ' an o. or . no'!lng e road 11 li technical term 
uaed ~n the locomo~vo. department, and includes a 
knnw.edge of the SJgnlficance of the dill:ereut signals 
which the driver willltove to pasa. 

1 !ecei ved a ~opy of No. 40, of the Oudh and 
!lohilkhand railway .Weekly Garett• of 1905. I 
iSsued "' "?PY o~ th1o Gazette to all drivers under 
my ord.era~ 1ncludmg B. !'f· Sha.w. A receipt book is 
kep~ !'P 1!' my office 1n wh1ch drivers sign whm 
•·ecenmg tiar.ettes. 

~he u t!!ivers • notice book ., and the peoa book in 

b
whlch rcc?'Pta are taken for the Weekly Gaze/to are 
,,ot~ ml~llng f.or the year 1905. I have got the 

dnver• notice booke" from September 1902 to 
February1904, and from the 9th November 190S to 
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the lOth March 1906. 1 have not got the peon book 
for 1905. W o do not keep these more than three 
months. 

About 8 .&..K., on the 16th Jan nary 1907, I was 
oent for by tho a11istant locomotive superintendent 
who ordered me to 110 down to B. 111. Shaw's bouse 

. and to bring him with me, with hio book of Workin~: 
lnstruotioue. He acoompanied me to the office with 
l1i1 book. It had no name on it and it containe no 
correction slips exoept those is1ued with the book. 
The book appeara to me to be a new one. llefore the 
books are issued to tho driver• it is ouoto.nary for the 
clerk to write their nam•B on tbem. (Several drivera' 
books were ahowu to the committee containing the 
addonda for Fyzabad a• well ao other add01Ula, and. the 
names on them appeared to be all iu the ••me hand. 
writing.) Exhibit 1!.• contains B.lll. Show's signature 
for a book of Revised Working Inotrnctions. This • No 
exhibit ia dated lltb March 1904. 

The usual prooedure, wben receiving adtlenda or 
corf'ig01Ula to the General Rules or Working I nstrnc• 
nons, is to send a peon with a.memo. to the different 
drivers callinst in their books. On receipt of the 
booko, the rules are p .. ted in them and the books are 
then returned to the drivers. No receipt io obtained 
from them. In the ca•e of the rules for working 
Fyzabad interlooked station this procedure wao not 
followed because it wno necessary to eommunic~te 
the rnleo to the driver• at once. In the oase of 
European drivera I do not explain to them the rul•s 
for signalling of stations. I expect them to under· 
stand them from the dosorlptions and plans. In the 
coso of drivero who cannot road Engliah, there is a 
native school master who translates the rules, and I 

· myoelf instruct them in the signalling with the aid 
of the plano. 

Driver B.l\I. 'shaw, before otarting on the Cawn• 
pore troop special, requested that, on his return to 
Lnoknow, he mjght be pennitted io work No.6 down 
(fast paosengor tJia ohord). I bad to arrange for two 
of my drivers to atteod the Ambulance ela88 at 
Charbagh on the 15th. Driver Sharp was booked to 
drive 10 down, but I had to keep him back for the 
Ambulance class and oend B. M. Shaw with 10 down. 
No. 6 down leaves Lncknow at 19•40, and No. 10 
down at 19- 50. 

B. M. Shaw si~ned the notice for driving lQ down 
without remark. a When driven require a rest they 
endoroe the fact on the notice, and rest is nsnally 
allowed to them when asked for, (Several notices 
were ahown to the committee with "rest .. endorse· 
ments on them as well as the notice given to B. M • 
Shaw, on which no request for rest w .. made.) 

Imam Bure,fireman 'If 10 down paaaenqer.-:AI 
the time the engine left the main line, I wao .finn~ 
and did not notice the foot. I knew nothmg of 
anythi~g being wrong till tbe accident happened. 

Surjoo, cabin porter, Fy•abad.-I worked on the 
14th from 12 to 18 honro. From 18 to 24 hours 
I waa off duty. I was asleep in the cabin a~ the 
time of the accident, and I woke after the acc1dent 
occurred. When I woke, Muthra was standing at 
the window and ohouling. 

Mdomecl Husain, assistant station mall<I'·-I 
have been assietant station master, Fyzabad, about 
liVe years. 

I was on duty from 22-0 on the night of the 14th 
January. Before I gave line·oloar for 10 down oome 
ohunting woo going on at the eaet end of t~e yard. 
'l'he shunting waa finished before I gave bn,e·clear 
fnr 10 down. I know this becau'e I '1\'as 1n the 
yard and oaw for my""lf that shunting woo finished. 

I received No.10 down on No. 1 platform, ~nd 
immediately on her arrival I pnlled the startiJ?g 
lever in my office. After doin!l: this I as~ed nab'" 
j<lmadar of east central cabin if he i1ad rece1v?d the 
key, and he gaye me an answer in the affiru:.attve. 

The telephone instrument in my office is connected 
with bofh the cabins. I got no answer f~om the 
jemadar of esst cabin, and I attributed tb1s to .• 
defeot in the instrument, because the inotrnment 18 



·often defeo\ife, Formerly there was one telephone 
for eaoh cabin, but some four or five months 
1~o the third instl'Ument wos removed, and now there 
io ono telephone to west cabin and one which aerveo 
east cabin and east central. 

When I could get no answer from east cabin, I 
aaked jemodar of eaat oentral if he had given alot 
to east ••bin, and if he bad been assured that 
advance started 1faalowered. He replied that he hod 
$iven olot to east ••bin and that everstbiug was 
right. I then came out of my office and found th•t 
the atarter waa lowered. I also wished to see if 
advanced starter was lowered, bot I could not aee 
b•cause the engine of 10 down was smoldng and 
there were about 15 or 16 wagons in the north goods 
•hod which obocured my view. 1 bad linP·clear 
written ready and gave it to the head guard, Green 
and started lhe train. ' 
·We always ask east cabin, but it often happens 

that we get no reply and in those case a we then ask 
eoat oentral if he baa heard from east cabin that the 
·advance starter baa been taken off, and then we are 
autisfied. We make these enquiries after pullin~ 
tLelerer in the alation master 'a office. I under.tand 
t~at mJ>: reopon..ibilitiea end on seeing that the otarter 
·a, goal 11 lowered, and I onlrlook for the ad ranee 
otarter as an additional precant•on. 

I have never ~ivan any instruction• about signals 
to chiver Shaw, or to any other ddver. 

-
BAuggoo, gunner, F.v•abad.-I waa on duty at 

10 o'clock on the night of the 14th. I came off duty 
at 7 o'clock in tbe morning of the 14th. At about 
10 P.M. I cam• on the pilot alon.r the main line 
past ~he eaat cabin and stopped beyond pointo No. 
·8. 'Ihere were two wagona attached. 1 shouted ~o 
Mathra (eaat cabin signalman) to aet pointa ? and 
'8 a! I wanted to go to the south ~toodo y.rd. The 
oabmman set the points and 1 took the waaons and 
attached them to 125 up goods oil No.4 lin~. 

After this, 1 att-ached a brake-van which waa 
•landing on line No. 3, and shunted it on t.o the rear 
of an up Allahabad special standing on No. 2 line, 
1 then took the pilot engine vi<> line No.3 to the 
weat end of the )ard. After this 1 attaohed two 
officera' oarria~es to No, tO down. 1 told the cabin­
m~ that after attaching the trucks to the goods 
tram atandin.g Oil .!So. 4line sooth goods y•rd, 1 will 
go away by line No. 3 as 1 have some carriages to 
attaoh to No. 10 down. The oabinman replied" you 

·can go away, all right." 

Budal, 11lflhlting tlri•er on pilot engine.-! came 
on ~nty at 10 P. K. The gunner came on to my 
eng10e and told me to attach two wagons and bring, 
them on to the main line to the eaat cabin. 1 
attached the wagona and came to tbe eaat oabin 
about 22·20. The gunner ahouted to the cabinm•n 
~o set points 7 and 8 for goods yard a. After receiv­
Ing a green aignal from the cabin I took my eo gina 
and the two wa~·ona to the good• yard and attached 
the wagons to 125 up gouda, I did not again return 
to the east cabin, but went to the west end of the 
yard. 
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Balrleo Tewari t nt z , · . d 'eas ce ra cau1n ;cmadar -I 
oadi on ?-lY at 10 o'olock on the night of the l.Ub 
f~om t~eoe;:•~ the key for the atarting ai!!Dal N ~. i 
ll e 1 ~10~ J?&ster'• office at about 5° minutes to 
u'a tfte\rNemng kr.y I polled le•era Noa. 10 nod 
off the n:l: • o. 1 and ~naily No. 4. After pullin,. 
low d 

1
t hNo. 4 1 d1d not see the advanoed aign;.'i 

ere ' t en called np east co bin on the tele-
phlrd bfft got ~o reply, and immediately after I had 
pn e o my llgnal the train' •IRrted •. I then trio­
phoned to the alation moater but got no reply. 
t It bah• nerer h•ppened before that tho advanced 

• arter na nut oome off aftor polling my slot. 
After the. train llad le~t Sohw•l, the alation maoter 

aoked me 1f all w~s ngbt, and I said yeo. I then 
got t~e key for otarting 11gnal, ,I rereived no fnrthor 
enquu·y from ~he station mRSl-er on the telephone. 

t~Iy telephone was in good order; it eometimea 
geto ont of order. 
, Aft;r the train had pasaed my cabin, I sow a grren 

ltght 1n front of east c&bin, bot uo red light waved 
nor did I hear any a hooting, 

Mutllra Perahad, ea1t cabin femadar.-I onme 
on duty at 18 bnurl on the 14oth Januarv. My 
houra of duty are from 6 .l. "· to 10 ~. H. and from 
6 P. H. to 10 P. u. My r•lief came late on the 14th, 
and I was on duty till24 hours instead ~f 2a boura 
on thel4tb, 

At about 1().30 on the 14th the gunner on the 
pilot angina pasaed my cabin on the main line. He 
ahooted out that he wanted ma to aet pointa 7 and 8 
for the sooth ¥ooda yard. l set theae poiula, a~d 
when paooin~ my cabin going to the goode yard the 
gunner called out to \eave pointa 7 and 8 as they 
were. as he was coming b11ok to do a shunt over the 
main line. I accordingly left Ieven 7 and 8 in this 
pooition, My telephone is ont of order, and does 
not alwaya work. Neither the otation muter nor the 
east central cabin jemado.r called me np on tba 
telephone, and told me that 10 down ""' about to 
start. The first 1 knew of ita ooming wa• when 1 
aaw it approaching about a obaio'a length from 
points No. 8. I then ran to my window and ohouted 
to the driver of 10 down that the line was not oet 
correo!ly for him and obowed him a red light also 
from my oabin. I knew it wao No. 10 down aud 
not the abouting engine by the noioe it made. I 
told the station master on duty, Khnda Bus, on the 
13th, that my telephone was out of order. 

I received no Intimation either from the alation 
maater or from eaat central cabin about tho arrival 
or departure of No. 10 down. 

I know that No. 10 down io duo alter 22 bonn 20 
minutes, and I asked east central at that time if 
there waa any newt of her and received a reply that 
there waa none, 

1 received the alot when the train had arrived at 
point 9-8 oppoaita tbe advanced a tarter. 

Snrjoo, khallaoi, wao in the cabin with me bnt not 
on duty, be wao aaleep at tbe time. 

There wao no time to pot hack the Ieven 7 and 8 
before the train came on to the c noa·over road ao I 
was sitting at tho time. 

FINDING. 

. We find that the accident was caused by the driver disregarding th~ adva~ced star.ting 
l!t~tnal which was at danger. He was duly supplied with a copy. of the pnnted ~rutructwns, 
No. 15 of 1905, for the working of the Fyzabad in~erlock~d station. He also ccrt16cd that he 
knew the road before being allowed to drive an engme on 1t. . . 

We consider him to be a man of limited intelliooence, and thou((h we beheve that h11 
profe~sed inability to identify the signals shown 0~ ~he dia~ram attached to the rules for the 
workmg of the station was mainly assumeJ we think 1t poss1ble that he _was not aware that 
the advanced startinoo si.,.nal referred to the' road on which he was travelh~g. . d f 

. We do not consider"that this circumstance (assuming it to be a. fact) ' 8
• a va)i excuse or 

his ignorance: for the functions of the different signals a.r~ clearly ~xplamcd ln the mica f?r 
"':Ol'king the station, and in the plan attached to them, and, 1f the dnver had _any£ doubt 1n 
h1s ~ind as to the meaning of the rnle, it wa.s his duty to ask the locomotive orema.n to 

-expla1u the plan and rules before he signed the statement that he knew the road. 
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We do not believe that the book of Working Instructions, produced by the driver, was the 
am~ book that was issued to him: had this been the case, his name would have been written 
~n the cover and the ·book would ~ave contai!led the various addenda a?d corrigenda which 
have been issued since the date on w~ICh be r.ecetved the bo?k· We behe~e tha~ t~e book 
produced by him was a new o.n•, obtamed by hu~ aff:er the ac01dent, ~ e enttrcly d_Isbeheve his 
a.s<ertion thai; hi\ wns at no t1me asked to send 1D his book of Workmg lnstructlon.s to the 
locomotive ft>reman's office. . , . 

Althouoob the accident was caused, as stated above, by the dnver s disregard of the 
admnced s~rtinoo sioonal which was at danger, we find that Muthm Persbad, jemadar of east 
cabin contributed to" the accident by not setting points 7 and 8 for the main line when Baldco. 
Tew;ri, jemadar of east central cabin, pulled off the slot on the a~v:anced ~tarter, 

We believe that the slot was 'Pulled off by llalden Tewan 1mmed1ately after he had 
pulled off the starting signal. When the slot his pulled off, a disc appears in Past cabin, and 
a clicL:in"" noise is made. If Muthra Pershad had been on the alert, he would have heard the 
click and seen the disc appear and would have had ample time (probably 3 or ·4 minutes) to set 
the points of the cross-over for the main line and pull off the advanced starter before the train 
an·ived at his cabin. It would have taken a few ~ecouds only to put back the levers 7 and 8 
to their normal position, and thus avert the accident; points 7 and 8 are quite clo~e to east 
cabin. The tra.in was driven by a heavy engine and made a loud noise, and, had he been on 
the alert, he must have heard it long before it got to the cross-over, We entirely disbelieve. 
his assertion that the gunnet• asked him to leave points 7 and 8 as they were, because the 
"'unner knew that there was no renson for him to come back t•l the east end of the yard. 
b The telephone was working on the night of the 14th, though not well, and we believe 
that Baldeo TewaJ·i did call up east cabin on the telephone, as stated in his evidence, and that 
he received no reply because Muthra Pershad was not on the alert • 

• 
F. D. FowLER. P. RAINIER. H. M. CARDEW. 

' 
RIDER. 

We think that, owing to the rapid introduction of interlocking at large stations, the 
system now in force for ascertaining that the drivers are. thoroughly acquainted with the signi­
ficance of the signals at large interlocked stations is capable of improvement, and we recom• 
mend that the locomotive superintendent be asked to draft rules for improving our 
procedure. , · . · 

In view of the evidence given as to the condition of the telephones,· we recommend 
that the railway-telephones at all interlocked stations shall be under the control of the signal 
engineer • 

. F. D. FowLER. P. RAINIER. ' H. M. CARDEW • 

.ilildition to Rider ~y Locomotive Superintendent. 

In order to prevent similar accidents at .this place in future it seems to me that some­
thing ought to be done to make the signalling more perfe~t. At present no tra.in can be 
started from any platform unless the station·master, driver and guard see that the starter for 
the particular platform. th_e tra.in is to start from is lowered, but no notice whatever is taken 
of the. advance starter, and 1t may be at danger when the.train is started, as it was on date 
of ucci~ent. I suggest two ways of doing this :-

I st. By interlocking the advance starter with the sta!'ter, so that it must· be lowered 
before any of the three starters can be lowered. · 

2nd. Make the station master, guard and driver responsible that a train is not started 
from the platfo1·m until the starter and advance starter are both lowered. 
This plan will ensure 3 people seeing that the ad vance starter· is lowered 
instead of leaving it to one man (the driver) only. 

( 

. The ~'line-clear" is the permission to proceed fl'om- the distant signal of one station !o 
~~stan~ s1gnal of the next station. It does not ensnre that all points at the station the tram 
Is leaving a~e correctly se~.. The station staff are, therefore, by various devices, made to see 
that all pomts are set l'lght for a departing train. In the case of the advance starter Pt 
Fyzabad no cer~nin device is in f?rce to ensure that the points it governs are corrPctly fet 
before the tram leaves the station, whereas all sorts of devices are used to ensure the same 
thing at the" starter" whel'e a_driver is really not so likely to go wrong. 

H. M. CARDEW, 

Locomotive Superintendent. 

'We recommend that driver B. 
le dealt with departmentally. 

F. D. Fow LEn. 

ADDENDUM. 

111. Shaw be prosecuted, and that jemadar Muth~a. Pershad. 

1', RAINIER, H, 1\1, CARD!i:\'l'o 

I 
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Renzarks by the Govcrmnent l11Bpector of Railways. 

This accident was clearly due to driver B. M. Shaw 1'U1ming past the advance starting 
. signal at da~ger. . . 

The ev1dence sh?ws the dnver t? be g.uilty o.f an ab.solnte criminal indifference to the 
significance and obJect of the var1ons s1gnals m a stat1on yard and thereby unfitted to be a 

. driVel', 
~ven ~upposiug he h~d nevet·.taken .the trouble to rea.d the rules for w01·king Fyz~bJ.d 

yard, .it m1ght. have oc~n1red to. htm dunng the 16 ~onths he has been mnning through thii 
yard since t~e fnterloc~mg was _1ntrod.uced, t? asce1'tam what t~l different signal> referred to. 
Moreover, s~nce ~he mt~rlock1og had been mtrolnced, every tLme th~ driver left Fyzlbad. for 
Moghal Sera1, w~1ch ~n h1s own stateme!li _had been on ~everal occasions, he m~st have p~>sed 
the advance startmg: ~1gn~llowered and 1t IS hud to believe he couH have passJd it for 16 
months without not1cmg tt. . 

I aooree with the finding, rtder and addendum to the rider. With reference to the 
. addendu

0
m the rules proposed in paragraph 14 should be made applicable to all stations where 

advance starting signals are used and not only apply to Fyz:J.bad. 
Incidentally the question of the necessity of rebining cross-over road 8-11 might be taken 

·up by the Manager. All shunting operations between the north and south goods yards have 
to be done over cross-ovet· road 7-8 ani for this the cross-over 14-14 should suffice. If the 
advance starting signal is interlo~ked with the starting sign:~.! as proposed in paragraph 14 of 

·the addendum to the rider, no useful purpose can be gained by retaining the cross-over 8-11, 
. and in my opinion it should be removed. 

Docume11ta accompanying....,-

Annexure No. !.-:-Sketch showing site of accident. 

c. s. ROSE, MAJOR, R. E., 
Government Inspector. 

Remarka ov tie Senior Gove1'n1nent Inspector of RaiZwaya, Luck!low. 

The findin"' of the committee may be accepted. The :M:anager has ordered the prosecution 
" . ll th " 'd " 'ted ·of the dl'iver. · The reu1,arks of the :M:anager, especu. y on e n er, are awa1 • 

LucxNow; 
..Xlle 4th Feorua1·y 1907 • 

. Appendix XXII. 

• 

' . 

J. E. GABBETT, 
Senior Government l1zspector. 
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Appendix XXIII to the abstract return of accidents on 1 ndfan rail· 
ways for the twelve months ended the 31st December 1907. 

Bepo1·t of t!1e p~·oceedings of a committee of enq1tirg which n11, 111ue,z at 
f~.mau.sa statzon, .Oudlt Olld Rohilkhand r•ailccay, on tl1e 12th J 1111e 1:i07, to 
~0nvestttgi:atedfhepc,rc~mst1ances.1uttending the collision betwec11 No. IJ'OJ down, 

re~ n zan . emnsu a !'at tray, mail train arid No. 225 up, Ow1!1 alld 
Ilohllkhand razlway, Q&ods t1·ain at lhalslatio~JO/i the 5th Juue 1907, 

1'he committee was compnseJ of the following officers :-

H. M. CAitoEw, Locom,tive Superintendent, Oudli a111l RoAilHantl} , 
railway. Prwc/e11f, 

,V, A. JoliN, Bagine•r·ilt·Claief, OuiU a1ul Roliillcllalttl railway , 
A. R. JAcoBSoN, Officiating Depul!J Traffic Superintende11l, Outll• 

a1ullloitilk!tanrl railwa!f. 
D. A. FENTON, District locomotive St~pen'ltturlmt, Great Indian Me .. ~cTI. 

Pmiuaula !"ailway. 
· D. S, BonN, Di1trict Traffic 81tperi11tendent, Qreat lntlia11 Peniltltda 

railway. J 
E. J. W. BELL.URS, Superintelident, Governmed Railway Police , } 
J. E. GABBETT, Senior Government lnlpector of RailWd$1 , , Prc!enl . 

. .. D ESCB.Il'TIOX, 

On the 5th June 1907 No. 601 down Great InU.mn Peninsula railway mail train, con­
siSting of engine No. 1260, rnnning chimney foremost, fitted with the vncuum brake and with 
the hand brake on the tender, and nine coaching vehicles (21 axl~s) without the continuoua 
brake, in charge of driver D. Edulji and guard Drounson, left Harauni at 10-45 hours, 

No. 225 up Oudh and Rohilkband railway goods train, consisting of engine No. JO,t, 
running chimney foremost, fitted with the vacuum br$ke and with tho hand brake on tho 
tender, and 46 vehicles and a brakevan (weight about 800 tons) in charge of driver Diawal 
and guard Grant, left Lucknow at 19-30 hours, 

The latter (goods) train arrived at the up distant signal of Aman•i nt I O·uO boura and 
came to a stnnd, The former (mail) train arrived at the ont~r signals of Amansi at about 
19-54 hours, passed through tho station at 19-66 hours and collided with the goods train at 
a point 686 feet outside tbe U{> facin:~" points (Lucknow end), The driver of tho mail train WM 
without a "line-clear," as th1s document was still in the po•session of tho station master and 
had not been detached from the " line-clear'' book. 

The collision resulted in the death of the brakesman of the mail train, and subsequently o£ 
one Indian 3rd 'class passenget who died in the Dulrampnr Hospital from injuries received ; 
several other passengers received serinua injuries, 

The da~ge to tolling stock and permanent way is estimated at Rs. 8,30 t. . 
The line between Lucknow and Amausi was blocked £rom 19·56 on the l!ith Jute 1007 

to 18 hours on the 6th June 1907; all trains me~nwhile had to be transhipped. 
The station Amausi six-and-a-half L~il•s from Lucknow, is interlocked with Mr. Wrench's 

system of interlocking. __ · ----

EviDEXCI. 

Durgll Pw1ad Mias~r. a1,..dane 1ldtlo11 m1111er, 
.dma.,i.-J """on duty at Amau•i from 8 £.11. to 
8 P.ll. on 6th Juno 1907. At 19-2 bonro I gne 
''line-clear" for 601 down m•il (Great Indian Pen in· 
oula railway) to Harouni, After giolog "lin....,loar"'l 
went to my quarter• for oome booineoo ond I told 
the otalion m~at...r, "Lucknow io rolling al tho 
teltgraph instrument, Jlleaae see "hat he wanu.j• 
When I teluraed after 20or 25 minutn, tle tlalion 
master told me io tha offic,., "I have lrifoo •Uae• 
clear' for 226 op goodo from Lnaknow." Tho otation 
muter .. u walking on the platform and I woo buoy 
d the irutrumenu. The goodo train l•fl Luck now 
aU9·23. I asked the J.'Oi"tsman to let me know 
when the traiD came 1n oighl. When it ramo in 
aight, I g•ve the key to the poiohDl!ln, Adhin, .nd 
told him to lower the np loop home oi~naL Vp to 
&bio time there waa oo trace ol &he moil &raio, ond 

lho ail'llall for tbo moil lraio wore kept at doni"· 
1 did "nol ordtr the poio11 for tbo goode lraio lo Le 
ael. I 

Wh•n I came back from m7 qaortoro, wu 
told 'b1 the poinloman, Adbln, th•t tbo train wu io 
aight, l told bim to lowtr the loop homo algu•l to 
admit tho ~oodo t11in. 1 oaw 1L1 aigoallo~erod, 
the umo pointomao llotD l .. wor.d tlot outer o•gnl. 
I don't know whclter the roodotraio eiJDIIo. I hod 
oot.oide tho outer oigoal or n<l ao I wu bo17. al tho 
io.tro.mer.u. I •••In Lbt omce •h•n lhl JX'I~ttmart 
lolormod me tbd tho goode lrolo ""' tn atgbt, 1 
eame (.ul immediAtely aDd ••• \he, lilitn&l~ kwrud.._ 

Ia lh llltanlime the Grra& la&1aa l'entDJula nal• 
way mail came im ai~ht, ancl.!L did ec.t etop .& out.r 
ah;:nal or at tbe .. hut-clrar ~L 1b.e11 ·~· DO 
•·Jio....,lear" at the pool b<caoll I wou.4 aot gift a 
''lin,... lear" nutil m77ord ,.., altar, 



. f th Gre t India~ Pen'n•ula 
_Doth tloeailg::, ~~ d:nger.' Tho Great ~ndian 

rall~aylm 'I train Clllme through my ehtlon on 
Penmsn & r&J. way . . 
main Iioe. • 
• I shouted aoloud as I eould to tbe Gre.at ln<llan 
Poninoula railway train to stop. The station mast~r 
and Chedi, pointowan, govo red oigoafla f)rob tththr 
hsnd lamps (they were on tho pl•t orm' u ~ 
driver did not otop· Hew .. running at about 4o 
miles an hour when be pJOaed the platform. Ths 
Great Indian Peninsula railway trail!. wont. on 
through tho station and burst th! tmthng p01!'t1 
and collided with tho goods tram. Tho engmo 
of tho goods traio whistled and, about 2 oooonda 
sftor, tho trains collided. ,I did '!ot he~r tho 
Great Indian Peninsula J&llway ongmo whtoU~ at 
all. no wa• going on just as if he bad _got "line• 
clear" and all wss as uonol. Tho station master 
and I wont immediately towatds the scon.e of the 
accident and we met tho ~nard of the mail on tho 
way. Tile guard was shouting that thoro· !lad been 
a o,11lhion. 

Questioned.-! always give "lioo·clear" at the 
4'line·olear" post. 

lf a "lioo·clear" fa lah I atop the train outoido 
the nter oignol, and 1 then send tho 'line-clear" 
when it is re•dy with the poiotomao and have it pnt 
in tho "line-clear" po•t. 

Que1tioned.-I don't remember whether I was on 
duty tho previous day when the Guat Indian 
Peninsula railway mail paased. 

Questioned.-I have neVOl' known a goode train 
to c >me paa\ the distant signal when tho aignal was 
at danger at this stMion. ~ 

2 

I gave ordora for tho oetting of tho points for 
G1·•at Indian Peninsula railway mail at tho Cawo• 
pore eud of the station. As soon as I gave ·•line• 
dear" for it, Cbodi Roiot,man looked tho pointe, I 
said tho "line·clear' for mail bas been given to 
Horauni; aet the points for tho main line for the 
mnil!l-.iu.'' J told him nothing about sigoalo ; time 
wao about 19·3. The "lioo•olear" for tho mail (Great 
Indian Peoiooula railway) to Lockuow wao written 
out Ly me and io still in the book-not torn out. 

Recalled.- • 
Q.-Wby did you detain No. 225 up goods train at 

the up distant aignal P 
.A.-The up facing poinh wote first aet for tha 

main line, then 1 bad to send the key to tho points 
for them to ba altered to the loop line, and the key 
bad to be brought Lack to enable me to · lower tho 
aigoals for tho up goods train, 

Q.-Why did yon not chango tho points when yon 
got the" out-report" of the up goodo train from 
Luoknow. · 

.A.-I did so. 
Becall•d again.-States that though he ord.ered 

the signals to be lowered for No. 225 up goods train 
he cannot remember when, or by whom, tho aignala 
were replaced at danger after tho collision ocourred, 
as it was" confu.eion time:' 

C. S. Sharma, station master, ..l.mau1i.-I was 
l're;eut at A manoi atation on the night of tho ao­
·cident, but not on duty. 'l'he .. ,istant station 
mast.r told me that he was sick and wanted to go 
. to his quarters for a short time. He went to hi• 
·quarters. lie told me that Luoknow Telegraph 
instrument was rolling and that I was to oee what 

. was wonted. He aloo told me that he had 1,iven 
·" line·clear ., for Great Indian Peninsula ra1lway 
·mail 1 then gave " lioe·clear " to Lucknow for 
No. 225 up goodo; in the meantime the &BBiatant 
otation master •·etnroed from hia quartoro and I told 
him thlt 1 bad given "line·oleor" to tbe goods 
The assistant otation master was away for 10 or 1S 
minutea. 'Ihe aesiatant atation master gave orders 
~bout admiBSioa of tho goods. I gave no orders about 
1t. 1 walked on the platform after I he assistant atation 

· maater returned. 1 heard tho goods traio ,..hiatle 
an~ a£t.r that tl1e si~toalo were lowered for It, i 
don~ know _whet he~ tho goods train was stopped 
<>uta1da the d>.st.ant Sli;Dal. I SlW tho engine lighto of 
the goods tra10,.a wb1te ones. . . 

I waa on tho platform and saw tho mail a Ion~ 
way off. Neither signal was lowered for it. It did 
not atop at tho diohnt sigoal, nor at the " line• 
oloar" post. The train was about tho distant signal 
when I thought it w .. oomin11: in too fast, so 
I gave a t·ed hand-signal, I had a lamp in my hand 
at the time, As the train did not como to a atop 
I ahouled, bot still the driver took no uotica. Tho 
nssistant station master was near me •• the train 
came through, and I oaid to him" have you given tho 
liue·oloar to tho mail P'' and be said •• no", I asked 

·.him where tho "line-clear " books wore, and he 
aoid " hero they ore, in tho office," as by that tiwe be 
and I bad got into the office. I took tho "line· 

· olear" books and locked them up in my box before 
I w•nt to aeo the aeoidoot. I beard the oollioion 
and went to the scene of aooideot by mysalf. I saw 
tho guard of tho m•il and he said that thoro had 
been a collioion. As I passed the trailiog points 
I saw that they t.ad b•en burst. 1 aaw that both 
tho ho!Do oud distant s;guals w•relow•red for the 
goodt to come in. 

I then spoke to the goodt train dl'iYJl' and he 
aaid th·•t he. had stopp>d a bon' 4> minute• ont•ide 
the distant signal. I saw the main oiJtnal was a iii I 
lowered for the goods tuin, 

1 don't know who put the signal• back to daogor 
after the accident, as I wao buoy arraog,i.og to 
trans '!lip tho plSsen.;;er• from the m>il t.o tho 2 down 
metre ganga panenger, The metro gaogo traia 
came in about 20 minutes after tho acci4ent. 

Queationed.-1 alwaya atop a trai~ if tho "liae· 
clear" io not ready outside tho dist•nt aigo.tl, and 
when it is ready I send it to the "lilio·olear" post. 

QueBiionotl.-Myaelf, 2 ·assistants, ' pointsmoo, 
1 porter and 1 1weeptro 

Tho m>il ron throu{h at about \lO miles an h >nr. 
The keys of tho points generally ro:nain in the bllt 

in the . office, that is, Ole fNm eaal> end of tho 
station. · 

QKtstionetl.-65 np p>Soangor wall tha lAst tuln 
. that pass•d my otation bafor• tho aooident. It was 
· admitted on the platfotm line. 

Questioned.-I did not notice whether tho keya we!• 
iu tho box doting tho time I was acting for tho a88l•· 
tant alation master when he went to hi• quarters. · 

Questione<i.-Tho ons~om of this station is that 
. when tho "out·repori " is given, the plintamn& 

goes to the facing point•. 
Qu .. tioned.-Tho assistao~ atation master had no 

Jamp with him. I had tho lamp. 
Qae•tioaed.-1 do not remember whether the 

""'istaot atat~on master wont with me to tho ·scone 
of the accident, or not. 

Questioned.-Tbe normal positions of tho foints 
at both ends are sot for loop line, When have 
to cross trains then 1 set one sot of points for the 
main line aud tho other for the loop. 

Beca.lled.-1 did not hoar the driver of t~e Gr!at 
Indian Peninsula railway mail traiu sound h18 eogtne 
whistle when he approached, or ran through, rny 
otation. 

.4gain 1'ecallod,-St~ted h•' did n~t know. why 
No. 225 up goods wao detained at tho d1shot s1goal. 
tie ""' on the platform bnt did not attend to the 
train-the assistant alation roaster wo~ld know . 
He was in tho office when the assiat.ot stat1on m~te! 
returned and he at once told him that he .had glVb 
"line·elear" to No. 225 up goods. Th11 would ~ 
at 19·15 or 19·17 hour•, 

Alter tho aocident he took the "lin!·cl .. r" for 
the Great Indian Peninsula railway mail frod t.h• 
a .. iota:nt station master and looked it up. He eo1~~ 
ths conversation mentioned by guard Bro'!oson 
have taken plaoo betweo11 tho guard, potntsman 
Chedi, and himself. 

He a!.o alated thai when he went t_!l tho scebo 
of the aooident and picked up . the dnver off \ e 
lounktrr, he drew hie attention to the fact that t 1 

si~oals had been lowered for his (No, 225 up) train. 
"When tho assistant 1tation master asked j" to 

relieve him (when he went to hiB quarto•·•,) gne 



110 01·dcro for the reJeplion of \he Great Indian 
Peuiosula railway mai!· I gave "lioe•olear" for. 
No. 225· up goode train bot gave no orders for it. 
-reception beoauso, shortly after I gevo " line•clear" 
the as•istant station master relurued to duty, I 
·did uot bear the aosistaut otation master give any 
orders for the reception of thrse trains. 

.Adhin,poinlsman, J.mausi.-I was on the station 
00 duty on tho night of the aooident and it was dark. 
I got an order from Durga Perahad, auistaut station 
master, that "line·olear" had been giveu for a good. 
train and that it had left Luokoow. He ordered me 
to make the road for tho loop line. I did so, and gave 
the key to the asoistant station master. The asaistaot 
station wester, whose duty it '""'• ~ave me the key 
and I took it to the poioto. Tbe line waa oet for the 
maio Iioe and it had to bo altered for tho loop. I 
tbeu came baok and was standing on tho platform. 
Tho cssistant station mast.r came out of the office, 
and when he saw the gooda train quite oloao he oaid 
to me, " give the oignal for the train (goode)," 
Aoeordiogly 1 lowered the homo sod distant 
rignala. He then •·•id "now go to the points" (up 
facing), and I did aJ, When I went to tho points I 
hoard tho noise of the Great lodiau Peninsula uil· 
way mail. I aloo heard a noioe of the otRtiou staff 
from ths alation and gave a red oignnl. The mail 
train came on ; there waa a great noise, aud tbere 
wao a collioion; my points got broken, 

Questioned-When I returned from setting the 
poioto I aaw the station master near the well. 

Defore there wao any wot <\ of the goodo train 
from Luoknow I saw the station wast01· in the vorao• 
·dab. 

Questioned.- When I lowered the oigoalo Dnrga 
Pershad woo beside mo. . 

Owing to giving "line-clear." to both traioo atthia 
tim•, the goodo train waa stopped ontride the di•· 
t .. nt oigonl. I •lou't know how long it stopped there, 
but it wao 3 or 4. minutea. 

Qustionecl.-After returning fro~n tho points and 
giving the key to the aesiotaot station master it wao 
2 or S minute• bafore !.lowered tho signal for the 
goodl train. I heRl·d no qrder given by the assistant 
•tatioo master to Chedi pointsman about aetting 
points for tho mail. • 
. Quedionotl.-After the passenger rasaed, I weut 
to the Lncknow end to aet tho poioto and Chedi went 
to the othor. 

Ohedi, pointsm<M, .dmausi.-I wao ca1led on duty 
'by the alation maater at about 6·4.5 or 7·15 P. H. 
He told me thot •• lioe·ol,ar" had beeo given for: tho 
Great Indian Penioaul,. railway m•il from Harauoi, 
also to a goodJ from Lnckoow, He oaid "tho goodo 
will oome in firot, sot tbe down points for the 
man:: 
. The assi~tant otation master took the key from 
the box in the alation and gave it to me. 1 wont to 
the points and, having · oe~ them for the main lioe, 
returned the key to the a .. istant station master. I 
orat told t~ wait as the aigoalt had been lowered for 
tho goods ttaio from Lucknow and that when the 
goods had arrived I waa to talre a torch aod tho 
" line-clear " to the " line-clear " pest. Doth the 
11s•istant station maater and the atation maowr gave 
me these ord•ra. 1 aaw tho mail approaching, and 
told the neaistent atation maetor about it, but ho said 

" never 1uind · the train will uomo to a ataod still 
t.bere:• The t;ain came on, and when it -came near 
tho points I bod· run olooo to the end of the plat• 
form. I showed a red l;ght to the mail and ehouted 
and on the platform tho alation ma•ter made a 
noise to try and atop the train. · 

The oignala were not lowered for tho mail; I never 
band over "liue·clear ",1111 the phtform, but ahr~y1 
at the " line·clear " poat-evon for goods tra•n• 
wbio~ mu through. 

D. Etlvlji, drivet'.-I was driver of 601 down 
mail on Wednesday, 5th Juno, On approaching 
U oao I obrerved my vacuum gauge fallwg, so 1 
looked back to oee if tho guard was putting; on ths 
brake, I could aee no one, oo l shut oli atea_m 
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shod came to a stand ouleids the distant ei·•n 1! on 
t e Caw~ pore side. My olall', guard and • h~al•••· 
Wen all Jumped down and searohed for the leak 

o fo~ud 2 or ~ plaeoa iu the hooo pipe bet: 
wee~ d>il•reo,t vehu·l.es leaking, and at one pla<e 
a p1eeo of zmo or ~roo &licking in tho pipe.. The 
g~ard and my fireman found and to>l< it out. We 
t~1od to elop the leak by l•pping it round with ,. 
jllece of WMte, I_manogcd to ~:et into Unoo 'ty koep• 
10g tho lar~e ejector open with gro•t diffionltv. I 
sow the guard and told l•im I could Dot maintain " 
Ta.:uu~ ~ there wa" a grfat 1eal' aomewhcre. 
Thmkmg tt '!oold take a long time to make defect. 
good we deo1ded to atop working tho vaounm nod 
pulled the Wlfeo. I loft t11e vaouum on the engino 
sod tend,.. as that wae all rigl t. 

I left Unoo, working without the vocumn hrnio 
on the train, and on approaching Amau~i, as 1 was 
not working tho vacuum, I ohnt off ste•m a mile and 
a half or two miles from tho di•tont aignol, and on 
approaohing the distant signal, as umnl, I whl,tlod 
and found the distant signal wao lowered; tbe oignai 
had bee11 lowered h•fore I whistled. Cnmiog put tho 
distant signal I saw tl•o home signal "'" lowered 
and a mao. was \Vaving mtl on from tho plat• 
form with a green light. As I wn comin"' olong 
cautiously and approaching the faoiu~ poiols;I could 
not see the •• line-clear" poJt or any one there to 
give "line-clear . ., I whistled a 1hort 11hi~tle to 
make sure whether I wao to get the " lioe•olear " 
l1anded to me at tho atatioo platform, A man at ill 
waved me on with a green light. I .. aa onder the 
impr•ssion that I would got the "lino·clear" nt tho 
platform. When 1 come oloa.to the station building 
a mao ran out ol the building with a rod light; theo 
at once my fir<m1o p1t on the band brake; 
and I pot on tbo •·aeuum brake and whistled for 
brakeo and asl woa still rnonio~ on I reveroed tho 
engine and gave her steam. J found the trailing 
points wore against me. I knew thia by tLe light 
tn the points indicator which ""s ~reon. I then 
looked ahead and oaw the distant oignal wao on 
from oeeiog the w:•ile light 11t book of it. 1 also 
oaw oome white lighto aa it might have beau au 
eogioe oeming towards mr, 10 I pointed o~t t? my 
fireman and told hiw, ~do :you oeo th11 d1stout 
signal, .. he aaid u ye•" and when we ~ot on a bit 
I could plainly ooe that it wa• 11n enginolu front. 
I hied my bo•t to stop my train, and if I had half 
of one wauon lon~th more I ohould have done ou. 
~y engin; and the goods train eogioe colliJod. I 
was thrown oil' my engine on to the groud. I was 
)<nco ked ••n•eleas, that is <l•zed. 
, Queslioned.-I have been working on thio •·on 
einee February 1907, and I oome ap abo,nt 3 to 
4. timeo. more or loso, a month, 1 baVO,PIOked op 
"line-altar" at the pt..tform aa Aman11 once or 
twice. I pick np ''line·olear., fro1n tho ceotre. of 
tho platrorm on mr own line (the Oreot lnd~an 
Peninsula railway). 

I was rooning 20 mile• au boor io•ide t~o dio~nt 
oigoal and 15 milra au hour at the fa01og po~t.. 
1 oonld have redoood mr opeed belolf. 16 m•leo 
au hour if • the m•n bod not kept w~rmg me on 
with a green li~ht. The first red bght 1 """ 
wao when oppoaite tho atotioo, aad my opecd was 
then about 15 mile• au hour. 

Qullti~>~~•tl-When I take a "line·clear ". at tho 
Jllatform tho mao ohowo it to me b7 a hsnd l•gbt or 
a torch. 

Qu61tioN6l.-I coo ace the ligh!, of the mao '!ho 
, . t ,·,e me tho" line·olear from the fa<aog 18 g01ng o .,l 
poiuts. 

Que•tioNed.-I did not oeo any white light or 
torch 00 this night ohown on the pla\for~. 

Quellimetl-Tho dutsot aod home ligna !a wen 
'burning brightly oo my approach. . . 

Q , tl [ WOO 30 or 86 miDOlfl late Ill 

)eavi~~Co~op;e.. When 1 fi 111t oigbted tho dlatant 
ai"Dal it wal abow1ng green. 0Q 1. , 1 11,. 1 mall oitting down at the 

"" •••e ... - had en light 
'faoiog point•; as 1 P•"'ed he • gre . ' I 

. Qu.,tioneJ.~oco I WAI otcrped ont<>do .AmaUJ 
alation f•r the ••goal. 



Ques/ionoJ.-The first real trouble I hod wilh 
the vacuum brake w•• at Unao. I had a little 
trouble with tho brake blook atiokin:f on tho fro.nt 
van, which I rootiliod by polling the release wue 
at .Ait. 

I have not Leen supplied with the subsidiary 
role• or the working instructions of tho Oudh and 
Rohilkhand railway. 

I have never been examined in the roles of the 
Oudh and Rohilkhand railway. 

Nnt•.-Snpploment to working Time-Table, Part 
I, Great Indion Peninsula railway, was produced, 
and shown to tho driver, who state• th•t he can't 
say detio!to!y if he baa been ~uppliod with it or 
not. 

William Brounao11, guard, Gr•al Indian Pen in• 
sula railu:ay.-I wao gunrd of 601 down, Great 
Indian Peninsula roil way, mail fro;u Jhanei. The 
load of t!to train w11s 9 vehicles (21 a:de1 all. 
vacuum Lroke). 

After leaving Cownporo Fridge, and on coming 
noor 1he distant signal, Unao, tho v•cnnm needle 
of the gouge in my van hll nearly to z•ro and the 
train ramo to a otand. I examined tho ira in, and, 
on the oit~ vehicle fro:n the rear brak•, which was 
a ainglo cornpo•ite, I found the outside enter of 
what appeared ~o be the fittings of a HusUui tatti 
belonging to a carraigo jammed on top of tho front 
vacuum pipe a; the outside enol of tho carriage. It 
hod completely cot thron~b the hose pip•, thus 
admittillg air to tho train p1pe end potting on the 
brakes. I took tho obstruotion to Unao with me. 
We laJ•ped tho bose with wa.ta to tr,!' end •top leak 
and then we went on to the otation cf Onao. Tho 
d1·iver came and told me that he oonld not work any 
more vacuum brake and eo we rei e .. ed all the brake• 
by pulling tho wire•. Wo started from Unao with• 
out tho vocnnm brake, having lint ir.formed the 
alation master of tho fact. We passed Ajgain and 
Haranni safely, and, when about half-a-milo off tho 
distant aignal of Amanai, my driver opmod h!a 
&brill whistle. I pot my head out of the braLevon 
and saw that both tho home and distant signals 
were in his favour. After pa•eing over tbo facing 
pointa at Amausi my driver gavo two short shrill 
whistle•, which I took to be on indication, tbat he 
was in po.soasion of tho line-clear. Immediatly after 
I heard the dOfp w hiatlo blown but only very •hort, 
and this is all I can reodlect till tho collision 
occurred. · Tho train passed over tho facing points 
at about 15 mile• an hour. I got knocked from 
back to front of my van wbtn tho C<'lli>ion occurred. 
I then got ont aml walked up to my engine, and 
when I found that neither the driver . nor tho 
fireman wao killed, I walked to tho Ondh and 
Rohilkhand engine and saw no one there. I 
crossed over tho engine footplato, Oudh and Rohil· 
khand railway, and got on to the other side, I 
made enquiries among the pasoeogrro if any one 
wao killed, and found that there were oone. I then 
went to the station and aaw tbo station master and 
one old mao, pointsman tr jomadar. I oaid to 
the jemadar "why did yon give the eignal for m;yo 
train, " and he replied " as I got the order oo I 
acted. '' I drew tho .attention of tho at.tion 
maater, my driver and fireman to the remark. The 
otation master said" Oh l that man Is mad," I 
did not look at tho si1znalo at the down end of th 
!&td and I don't k!low how they were. 

The "lino·cl•ar" baa been several timoo handed 
to drivers from tho plotform, and recently. · 

[Rule 27 (0) wao ohewn to him and be oaid that 
he kuew it]. 

1 have booked in my jow·nal an inatance when 
a driver bas picked up the ht op at the •'line-clear" 
poet without the mes!!age iu it, and the 11 line•olear '' 
hao besn [iolted up at tho station afterward& (at 
Amauai) h~vo never reported any inatanca of a 
driver having picked up a •• line·clear u at the plat• 
form. 

"I haye never receind any rnleo and regulations 
or wonlng ·iu•trnctiooo bekn•io• to tho O!ldb and 
lto~ilkband railway. nor ha;e 

0

1 bten examined in 
\holt rul•• ; but 1 haYe bee~ onppliod with tho 
'':'PPI•ment to tho Groat 1ndron Penio•ula railway 
T1me Table, Part I, Jhauai diotriot. 

. . . 

. The coversntion with the slation moater and the 
jemadar ~ook place in front of the etatioo. I arn 
anre of th11. ·I drew the otation ma.;ter'o attention to 
tho timP, w hicb was 8·5 p, w. 

I did not mnko any allusion to tho state of the 
oignals to lbe station master, . 

George .McMullen,fireman oft~• mail engine­
I was fireman of the mail rngin•. After leaving 
Un110 we ron throu~h 2 etationa and arrived mar 
the distant oignal, .Amausl, ll.v driver whistled; 
the aignala were nlready ).>wcred, hut when he came 
near the po'nto th•re was no "line-clear" at the 
post. lly driver gove a lihorp whiotle, and, on 
getting in frtont of the •tat ion, a man ran out from 
the office with a red light. I got to my brake and 
screwed it hard on ; my driver cl•ppol do .. n his 
engine automatic and reve1·sed tbolerer and opened 
ateam. He originally shot off steam a milo·and·a• 
boll outside tho diotant oignal. We were goin~ 
about 20 milea an bonr when we passed over tb~ 
facing points; there waa a man thoro .. ith a green 
light. There was also a man on tho platform 
wavin~: a green light. After he had roveraed he 
opened ths danger whi•tlo, and sm&ll •histl•, but be 
found he could not conlrol tho train and we ran on 
and collided with the other engine. '!'be driver re­
marked to me that tho up d.istant signal was not 
lowered. I looked nnd saw it wne not. 1 knew it was 
not lowered beoauss I could see the back ligl.t. I wu 
o• ths down aide, i. '·• ri~tl•t hand· aid•. When we 
pasaed tho trailing points we had no idea that we 
were going to run into an eug'ne. I saw three white 
lights, one tho bock light of the aignal and tho 
other two I didn't know what they belonged to. 
When tho collision occurred I was on the left aide 
of the engine and I got t.h1·owll off 011 to the ground, 
and thoo came to the station with my driver and 
guard. The guard opoke to the man who lowered 
tbe oignal ao to why he had done so, and he .•aid 
" what can I do ; tho station rnaster gave me 
orders." 'l'be statkn maste!' was not thtre when 
Brounson •poke to tho jeUladar. He drew his 
atttntion to w!Jat wao said to the station ma•ter 
and he said "don't listen tt> him, he ia mad.'' I 
ban r.ever picked up tho "lino·clear" at tho station 
ao I have only been 4. to 5 timea down tbia road. 

Jlam Diawal, drioer of No. 225 up goorl1 train.­
! was driver of the engine of No. 225 up goods train 
on the 5th Juno 1907. My engine waa running 
funnel foremost and was fittei witbltho vacuum aod 
tho hand brake on the tender. I loft J,ucknow 
at 19-30 hours, and when I came to Amanai I saw 
tho aignala at danger and came to a stand o or 6 
yards from the aignal. lllx minnt.a after, the· 
oignals were lowered I .blew my whiotle and started. 
I passed the signal by two toloKraph posts and ohut 
off steam, as I thougt.t a train was coming in tho 
opp!lllite direction. When that train wAS about ~ 
opposite the station I opened both my whiotles, 
because I thought it was coming quickly. I applied 
both brakea and made every endeavour to stop my 
train. The train collided with mine, and I fell 
off the engine on the ri•ht hand side, tho fireman 
on tho left, ood the .;'oal breaker on to the tender. 
I laid where I fell till tho •tation maoter came and 
pioked me up. I remained tiy m;yo engine for about 
an hour, dr~wiPg tire and doing o1her dutifB. 

Q.-When the distant aigcal is at danger do you 
ever pass it P 

.d.-No. 
When tho co'li•ion occurred my homo signal wa~ 

lowel'Od ; after tho collision I did not look to tho 
atato of the sign1l. . 

I had 3 white lights on my en::ine aod they were 
all burning brightly. · . 

I have received no Working Time Table. since· · 
I ran on thio anbjeot (•ic), I cannot nad Enghsh. 

Nunrla, jirema" of engin• of No. 225 up good• 
train.-l wao fireman of tengino No. 194. of No. 225 
up goods train on 5th Juue 1907. When we 
arrived at Amausi the aignah were at danger and t~e 
driyer came to a eland about 5 or 6 . yo.r 9 

outside tbo diotant ai"'nal. (Tho root of tb11 WJt•· 
n8Ss' evidence was similar le> that of t-he driver). 

S. 0. Bo•e, a11i1tanl •lalion ma1ttr, .Amau
2
•
0
'·1s­

On the 5th Juno HCl7, I came on do tr at • 



boun. The station master told me to look to the 
"line·clcar·• work as he wao going to the aoene of the 
aooidttnl. The assistant shtion ma.Rter WI\S 8itting 
in the office. I did not notice the po•ition of the aig· 
nal when I came on dnt.v. I did not give any ordera 
aboul the roising or the lowering of eignalo. 1 did 
not aot!oe the position of the po(nts keys. I took 
over charge a~ ~0-.J,O hours; all 11gnals were then at 
don~er. I tblDk when I came on duty all signals 
wel'O at danger. 

I gave order for tl•e metre gauge train to be 
a~! owed into the otation by lowedng the aignai for 
jt at about 20·23 hours. 

G•o•g• Grant, guartl 'If 225 up goods.-I was 
guard of No. 225 up gooda on the 5th June 1907. 
tbe. load of my train wso about 800 tons (my journoi 
bao be•n loot). I left Lucknow at 19·3G ; at 19·50 on 
spprooehing Amausi I oaw the distant signal at 
donger. My driver stopped the train, and. after B 
or 4o minot .. • d•tention the signal waa lowered (I also 
oaw tbe home eignal wao lowered). My driver 
whist.l,d and atuted, and, ao u.y brake passed the 
llistont signal, a oollioion ooonrred. I had no idea 
that a colliaion was going to oocur; I heard no 
whiotling. , I \eft my brake and camo np. Ioaw 
my driver near his engine and naked if he was bu1t 
He enid " no." I then aatr the Great India~ 
I'eninoula railway guard near the engine and aaked 
him bow he was, and then went back to protect my 
trsin. The alation mBihr and. Bl&istant alation 
DJQter, Amauei, were also near the enjjtine. I waited 
at tl•e baok nf :•y train. On my way back to proleot 
my train I notic•d the up distant sign•l•t danger. I 
don't know •hen it was pnt baok to danger. I have 
been running for 6 months ontbe CoRn pore branch. 
I have pnssed ~he Great Indian Peninsula railway 
!Jiail only once here (.A.mansi). 

· I "don't know why I W88 kept outside the distant 
aignal ot Amausi, but I know the Great Indian 
I'orinanla rail way mail was running late. 

I am positive the signals were lowered for my train 
at Amausi. 

. J. Phillip; BU.b"Permamnt way in1pector.-lar• 
rind at. Amauoi ou 6th Jnnel90'1 at 20-23 hour1 by 
metre gau~e, and beard of the collision. I oaw the 
np facin~; points damaged, and one key in the ro\nla 
lo~k. I obtaiued the other key and . repaired the 
po10ts. 

Budloo, porter, .d81au•i.-On the the 5th June 
1907, 1 lit tb• up distant signal ; the sweeper lit the 
d...,.n distant signal ; and t be pointoman, Adhin, lit 
the bOrne aignal. I then lit the station lamps [of 
the metre gau~e and oome back to tho at at ioo. 
Abont 10 or 15 minute• aftsr the colliaion one of 
the a .. istant otation master1 inside the oOioe told me 
to raise the up signals to danger, and I did so. 
Then 1 went In to the oOioe and the Groot Indian 
Peninsula railway g"ard came and oaid something 
about. the time in English to the aaaistant alation 
maa!A!r, (11enga1i Babn S.C. Bose) bnt I don't know 
.wba~ i\ was. . . . . 

Recalle4.·-S•y• the driver of the mail train ran 
through the station at a high speed. Red ligbto 
wore shewn him at the station and he wao shouted 
to atop, but he did not. The said driver did not 
whistle. 0 

.d. Wallo•, di•trict trojfic •uptrinlent/Bnt, OudJ. 
••d RoAilkhantl ra\lwa.y.-1 arrived at the ooene 
of the acoident by a spec1al from Luoknow between 
21 and 22 bonra. Tbe firat man 1 met was tho 
erd of the goods train, who wao standing by his 
og signals 600 or 600 yaxda in rear of his train. 

I aaked him what bad taken place, and be said that 
on •rproacbing Amauai, the diotant olgnal waa at 
danger, hi• train came to a otond outside the diotad 
~<rna!, and, aft•r a few minutes, the aignal was 
T wered and bio driver whistled and he drew inside 

1 
hs ~nard ga.. me this atatement in the train' 

11'14 In aa he got Into it at tho spot I met him at' 
} BBw the brakesmau lying dead alongiode his brake,' 

saw no one else thereabouts. The Great Indian 
Peninanla railway train was absolutelJ empty. I 
dent on to the station with the polioe 10spector and 
ootor and met all the train and engine staff there. 
.Aypcndix XXlll. 

I questioned g~ard Bro b . 
be told me that he bad unson a ?nt the accident n nd· 
for bia train when aeon the lllgnali were lowe red 
distant oi~n 1 Aft he wa~ nbont a mile ouhide tha 
bimaolf g~ttl~g read' ~eeln~ tho ai~nalo be huoied 
also stated that he f.rt ~I ~e ont at Luoknow. lie 

~;::~l.in:h::•::e.!k~~dhbJ~\rf:•hk~:~!. i;i~~00:•:~ 
· d h . lm 1 e "'"" hurt and tho 

i}"n Sal e :"'"" dying. lie knelt do .. n ond took 
b. e brakesman • bead on hio knee and tried to give -ft sode water, a~d the man died shortly after. 

e ma ~ no mentiOo to me at this time of the 
co';l¥ersat10n be told the committee he bad witt> 
pomtsman Chedi. I then took d<wn the •lolemen 
of the staff which I herewith produce as follows:-

Station master, 
Assistant station master, 

Pointsman, 
.. 

Driver, 
Guard, 

C. S. Sharma. 
Dugra Perobad 
lliasar. 
Adhin. 
Cbedi. 
E~ulji. 
Grant, 
Brounson. 

The last named (guard Brounoon's) statement! 
too~ down the nex~ day, before he left with tb.e 
mall at 14·15. 

I tested the lli.gna~s for the down tnin, distant 
and b.?me, by puttmg 1n the key and lowerin .. the·n 
and round them in perfeot working order. 'X couli 
not test the np oi~nala ao th keyo worolo,ke I in th 1 
h_ox at the points. I asked why the koyw>~not 
tbere, (at the •tat ion) and I wao informed that it bad 

·gone down to the points for repairo of tbe latter. 

SrA!E~EN!S BEPZIBBD TO IN 
EVIDBNCB UTI. 

I 
Ma. WArooa' 

C. S. Shart~~a, atationm~•ler, Jmauai,-1 oams 
on dut.v at '1 bonn on the 6th, and wao present when. 
the mail train wao expected. · 

1'he a•oistant station muter JtaVB "line•olear" for 
the mail, and 1 gave "line·clesr" for tba goods train 
ao the aosistant station master bed gons to tho 
a trine. 

When the assistant st.tloo master came back after 
about 15 minutes I told him. I bad given ")ioe·clcar" 
for the goodo train. 

I gave no ordero to any of tho stall' about admitting 
tbe trains. 

When the mail came in oighll was on the plat• 
form opposite the office, · 

Bath signals were at dan~er, aod, 11 the mail wq 
coming into the station, I shewed a red light to• 
warda it. 

l'ortor Bndloo W88 on the platfor.t~~ and shewed • 
red li~rbt. 

I'ointsman Chedi wao at his points (down facing) 
aod not on the platform • 

The sseistant ototion maoter wao in tho offioe bul 
came out wheo be beard the obouting. H• did not 
shew a red light. 

The mail ,... going at about 45 milu an hour. 
1 do not know who lowered tho oignal.o for the 

good a train but I BBW that tley weulowered • 
The mail clid not whiotle till it got near the 

trailiog pointo. and did not opan tho b .. o wbiotle. 
Durga Pwlhatl Jfi,w, a.,illa•l 1latio11 rmutw, 

.A.ma••i.-I wao aaaistant otation maotn on duty at 
Amauei on the 6th June 190'1, and oamo on dnty at 
8 houri in the morning. 

At 19·2 bonro Igove H lin~-<> lear'' ~o Harau~i for 
No 60lnp Great Indian l'enlnaula ra1lway m11l and 
the~ not feeling well, 1 went to ~helatrioe having 
mot 'told the otetionmaate_rtoattendtbe ~know 
instnmen.t ao the L•oknow 11gnoller wu rolbng. 

1 did not know what the oignal!Ol' want~ and 
bad no knotrledge that a good• traiD wao commg. 

1 returned to the otation iu about balf an hour 
and the otetlon maoter told mo that • lioe-olear" bad 
been ~~;lven to Lucknow lor No. 225 up goods. 



I told tl1o pointomon, Adhin, to lot me know 
wh:ch train came in sight lint; shortly afterwards 
he came and told we that tho goods irain was at tho 
distant oi~tnal. Tho train stopped for a minnte or 
eo at I ho distant signal and then the signal was 

lowered. 
Pointsm•n Adhin lowerd the; sign.! for the goodo 

train uDder my ordera. 
When the signals were lowered for the gGOds train 

the moil train was not in sight. 
The ~oods train did not start directly the signal 

-wa• lowered, and before I know what waa happonin.r 
the mail train oatne in sight anJ ran through the 
station. 

I was etanding on the platform with tho station 
master, and when we heard tno rumble of the mail we 
both exhibited red signals towards it, but the drivet 
took no notice. . 

Tho signals wore never lowered for the mail 
train. 
· Pointsman Chodi was at the down end of the 

yard manning the faoing points for the mail. 
Pointsman Adhin was on duty at the faoin ~ points 

for !.he goods train. " 
In my opinion the sposd of the mail wai abont 40 

-miles an hour. 
There wore no groon lighto on the platform. 
After the acoident, I wont to the spnt and saw 

·'trhat had happ•ned ; one man was lying oil ths 
ground. · 

· .4.dMn, pointaman, .4.~Muai.-I was pointsman 
-ou dnty at Amausi on 5th Juno. 
'· Who.n I saw t~e good. train approa.chin~, I told 
the asBl~tsnt stat1~n master and aaid it was whiotling. 
Tho asSIStant station master gave me tho kev of tho 
loop line aign.al and told me to lower it. -I then 

-lowered both tlgDala for tho goods train. I then 
,won~ towa•ds tho up faoing pointo as !.he a"i•tant 
statwn maater told me to do so. 

·. A~ I w!'• nearing tho points I heard tho m~il 
;eOmJng. 

· Wh•n I saw tho mail comin"' into th~ station 
I •h~wod a rod lamp toward• it. 

0

lt did not atop and 
·Jan mto tho goods. . 

th
. Ato the signal was lowered for tho goods train 
•y wore at dangor for the mail. • . 
7he aignola were never lowered for tho mail. 

CAe~i, pointamiJft, Am~uai.-I was on dut at 
A~auat on tho 6th J nne. At about tho time {h 
·mail wdas "'!peeled tho ~tation maotor told me th:t 
a goo 'tram was c_om~ng and that, on its arrival 
I _was to take "hn.,.cloar" for tho mail to th • 
pomts. o 

Bt"foro the gooda train came into tho station the 
maa'. came an~ ron throngh. AIL aignale wore 
.a.Bl,~ot t~o mall and they were lowered for tho 
goo..., train, . . . 

t t1ho station master, when be oaw tho mail coming 
0 

• ·me ~0 ron. toward• it and shew a rod li ht 
.,.h,ch I did, and got to tho end of the platform. g • 

laTthfo a89iotant station . master was oleo on tho 
,P orm. 

d' When ,I flrat aaw th~ m~il oho wao ~ntoido tho 

. 
lstan.tt·"'gnaland all the otaff on duty aaw it at the 

1t0.me 1m e.·: 

I •aw ~dhin, poinlsm~n. lower signalo for the 
goo.d• tra1n and then go towards tho point. ( 
facmg). • "F 

D. Edulji, driver, Great bodia" Penin 1 
railway.- I wao driver on No. 601 up Great Indi 0 

Penin.ula railway, mail S:JJ Jhanoi t~ Lucknow "0 

tho 5th Jnne. on 

. On oppr<>aching Amausi, I ":histled outside the 
d10tant signal; both home and distant si"'"als we e 
lo1vered, •nd one green light was bein"' w:ved on the 
platform. I got no "lino·olear" at iho pointe 80 I 
told my m•te that we might get "line·oloar" at the 
statiou. When we como on to tho platrorm oome 
one r.n ont from tho office and showed a red light 
and tho homa signal was immediately thrown to 
danger and the staff •houtod. I told my mate to 
put on the hand brakes and whistled for guard's 
brakes. 1 put on my engine voouum brake as the 
train pipes ""'"out of order. 
· I was pas•ing tho atntion at about 10 or 12 miles 
an boor. 

~ could not stop my train and ran into tho goods 
tram. 

• I. aaw a green light shewing at tho points 
10d10ator. 
Th~ro was a g•·eo11 light at tho fuoing poiut•. I do 

not know if there was any one at the trailing points. 
When I came toward• the platform thoro was one 

man on &he platform waving a gre•n light, bnt as 1 
was pa .. ing the office anothor man ran ont of the 
offieo ohewin.: a red light and the first man turned 
hio light to rod. 

My vaonnm got out of order just before I roached 
Unao. Something oul he pipe and tho train cawe 
to a otand by iteolf; a pi- of lrou woo found bet­
ween the raila and this apparently out tho pipe. 
This happened abont 2 miles before "Unao. 

Stateme"t of guard Brounaon taken on 6til. June 
1907.-I was gu!ird in obargo of No. 601 down Born• 
baJ' wail on the 5th Jane e:JJ Jhausi to Luckuow, 
I looked out of my brake at about a milo from the 
distant signal at Amansi as the driver bad been 
ll'hiotling, and oaw both eignals lowered. After we· 
bad posaed tho facing points, the driver gave twa 
shrill whietles and tben one short danger whistle. 
I applied· my brake at ones and whilst doiug so the 
oolllsiom ooourred. · · 
· I did not see tho signal f~r tho, goods train and 

eaonot aay if tho aignala for my train 1vore thrown 
to danger or not. 

We passed Amanai at enctly 19·56 llnd we: •••• 
trave!Ung at from 15 to 20 miles an hour and nol 
more. 

' Guard Gr~ nt of goorl1 . tr~in.-1 wao gnard in 
charge of No. 225 up goods ez Luoknow to Ca1vnporo 
on tbo 5th .Juno 1907. On approachiog .Amansi my 
train came to a _ ot&nd . outaido tho distant •ignal an~ 
I oaw that tho signals "oro at danger. · . . 

After waiting a minute or oo tho signals wore 
lowered snd the ddver whistled and otarted 1ho train • 
He moved olo,..ly for.,.ard, and when my brake .. n 
lUI jn" by the diotant signal I felt a shock and 
tho bain came to a stand, · . • 

I diooovered that a collioion had. occurred and I 
immediately proceeded to protect my train with fog_ 
1ign"als. · · -

FINDING. 

:The 'f;~ evi~enco in the case as to the position of :the signals at both ~nd~ is .very· confticti~g. 
say t.bat ~~e Ji=~ ~~d guard ~f No. 601 down 'Great Indian Peninsula. railway mail, ali 
.fireman &nd d f J home Signals w~re off for their train; on the other . band the Jnver 
' - guar 0 0 • 225 up goods say that the distant and home signals wel'e off for 



·them. The station sbff also state that the sinonals were• off for the ..,. d t · d h . 
no way of directly proving which story is corr~ct. boo s ra~~, an t ere IS 

If the signals were off for the goods train it is impossible that tb · 1 ld 
b "' f tl '1 th · t 1 k' . e s•gna s con have een ou. or 1e ma1 , as e In er oc m"' of the Sl"'nals will not per 't f L tb t f · 1 
being lowered at the same time. b b ml 0 o sc s o flgna s 

. It i• difficult to believe that an experienced driver like the d1•1'ver 0 tl ·1 b · t t · 1 t d d · . n 1e mo1 can ave ·rttn pas wo ~1g-na. s a anger an mt~ the statwn yard against them. On the other hand 
we are m_e~ w1th .the fact that he ran mto the station at such a speed that he over-mn the 
down tratlmg pomts by 686 feet before he stopped as it was nt this point 1 h l!'d J 
with the engine of No. 225 up goods train. · ' w ~ere e co 1 e 

· ~here ~s another factor which contribute~ to the acciden~, which was that the mail wa.a 
runnmg Without the v~11um brak~, as owmg to a defect 1t had to be disconnected at u nao 

. and, consequently, the tram was runn1ng non-vacuum. 

Under ~ule 27, (s) ~f Oudh and ltohilkhand tailway subsidiary rules, when two run­
through trams (as 1n th1s present case) have tB cross at a station out of c~urse Loti tr · 

'must be brought to a stand outside their respective distant sinonals and snb•equc~tly admit~Js 
The station staff al!e11:e that ~he signals for b?th ends were kept at danger, und on arrival of 

·the Oudh a~d llo~k~and ra1l way goods ( w hlch came first,) tho signals for that train wero 
lowered for 1ts adm~sswn. 

The evidence of the staff of the Oudh and Rohilkhand railway <>oods train noocs to 
corroborate the evidence of the station staff; on the other hand the staff of the Great Indian 
.Peninsma railway train allege that both signals were lowered for theil· admission in which 
· case the signals could not have been lowered for the goods train. ' • 

Assuming that the latter statement is correct, under rule 21 (o) of Oudh and Rohilkhand 
railway subsidiary rules, the driver ~hould have· been prepared to pick up "line·clcar" at the 
~'·line-clear" post fixed at the down facing points. That he did not. receive it there is proved 
by the fact that the "line-clear " is still in the book. . 

In such case the driver of the mail should have been prepared to stop at the .station. lie 
.. djd not stop, but ran past the station a distance of close on 1,760 feet beyond the ccntrt of 
the station. The driver, in explanation of, the fact that he ran 1,750 feet from the centro o 
the station before colliding with the engine of the- goods, states that he was waved on by a 
green signal on the platform, from which he understood that a "line-clea~;" would Le handed 
to him on the platform, (which he states has been handed to him there on two previous 

·occaSions) and is in accordance with the practice at interlo eked stations on his own railway. 
It was only on his arrival at the centre of the station bnilding, when a red light was 

·shown him, that he .took steps to bring his train to a stand; but as he han not picked up the 
" line-clear" at·the facing points, he should not have paid any attention to the green signal 
on the platform and should have taken steps to stop there when he passed the facing points. 
Had he stopped then, this accident .would not have occurred. · 

J . · On the other hand, if the signals wer~ not lowered for th~ mail train, we must ~ssum.e t~t 
·the driver came on expecting to get the s1gnals lowered for h1m, or lost control of hiS tram, 1n 
·-either of which cases he would also be to blame. · 

We attribute the accident to a combination of the causes mentioned in the last paragraph 
and believe that the Great Indian Pe~nsula railway mail driv~r ~nt,~r~d the s~tion against 
si!plals, expecti~ to get them altered in his favour and to obtam b~s hue-clear firs~ of all at 
the points and afterwards at the station building ; a~d that, when 1t was too late be d1scovered 
that, in consequence of his train being non-vacuum, 1t was out of control. 

· Our reasons for arrivin,; at this concl~sion are mianly as follows:-
- It should be borne in ~~ind. that the crossing at Amausi was an unusual one a~d t~at .the 
·.mail was . forty minutes late. · We consider it proved beyond don bt that th.e mad tra1~ smce 
leaving Unao was non-vacuum; except on the engine and tender .. \Ve also behcve that 1n the 
first instance the thronooh road was made for the mail, and that th1s was done subsefucnt to the 
~passage of No. 55 up p~ssengers which was received on and despatched . from the oo.P: That 
the signals were lowered by the assistant station master for. the recetp(t b~f h t~e f.;iil, a~ter 

. giving "line-clear" for it to Harauniand before he went to h~ quarters w 10 t ed 1 tufhg 
to a temporary indisposition); we consider very doubtful. It IS not custo~y 0 0 so 1 9 

"out-report" from the station in rear has been received, except where the diStances are short 
·and a delay to a run-through train would result. . . 

. 0 h' th · t t t t' ma ter's return to the station, (the exact ttme of wh1ch n 1s, e asslS an s a 10n s ' . b had be tte d · to 
·cannot be recisel ascertained) he learnel from the stat1on master, w 0 .en 8 n mg 
th · t p t · yhi b th t "li e clear" had been given to a goods tram from Lucknow. 

' ems rumen 1n sa sence, a n • . · t h's station Not knowing 
He had, therefore, to arrange to cross two no~·stopp•ng trains h · 1 accordan~ with the rules 
which train ~ould arrive first he ha~, for obn~us re:.Sh"fi ·~~~;ednto a standstill outside th~ 

. to k_eep all s1gnals at danger and brmg the tral~ w 'la.c rsll i"nals at dannocr {if not already 
· stat1on. In the present case he had, therefore, 0 ~epL ekno 8 ~end of theo yard in order to 
ther~), and then re-~ke the ~oad for the lo~p at t Jd ~\e s:me time as a man would have 
rece1ve the goods tram. ThiS !atter ?peratlon wLo lma d f the .-a.rd insert it into the 

·to walk with the key to the fscmg pomts at the uc ow. en ? • ' 
, points lock, throw tlie points over, and, return to the station w1th the loop key. 
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Thrre is no donLt in our minds that these operations ~ere c;'lrricd out. (the evidence in thii' 
respect of the pointsma?, Adhin, and porter, Iludlo?, was gnen Ill a s!ra~ghtfo.rwud manner) 
and that the a-oods tram was brought to a standstill at, or near, the distant signal, where it 

.. . te remained for some mum s. 
We attach "'rea.t wei"'ht to evidence obtained immediately. after an' accident while th& 

facts are fresh in:'the minds of the actors, and there has been no time for them to concoct tbeir 
~tories ; and in this connection we lay great strc~s on the statements of the guard Rncl driver of. 
the "'oods train mads to the District Traffic Superintendent at Amausi a couple of hours after the 
col~ion (and more particularly to the guard's) that the signals were first on and afterwards 
lowered for the goods trai!ll 

'l'he reasons that lead us to attach special weight to statements recorded immediately after· 
the occurrence, also lead us to disbelieve the evidence of tbe guard of the Great Indian 
Peninsula railway mail as to his conversation with pointsman, Chedi, after the accident. If 
any such conclusive conversation had occurred it would have been mentioned in tbe early state- . 
ments of the (heat Indian Peninsnla. railway stalf; moreover th~re were such discrepancies in 
the Great Indian ,Peninsula railway guard's statement, before the committee, that we can 
attach no weight to his evidence in this matter. 

As regards the statements of both th~ Great Indian Peninsula railway driver and the­
fireman, that ~hey commented to each other on the indication of the back light of the north 
distant signal, and that, therefore, the goods train must have been coming in against signals, 
we are doubtful if any credence at all can be given to them. A back light, fJi~., that of the 
metre gauge north distant signa. would have been visible at the time ; but in view of the fact 
that it is stated in evidence that, at the time when the exchange of remarks is stated to have 
ta~en place, they were not aware that a collision was impendin~, it seems scarcely probable· 
that, in the flurry of stopping a. train and obtaining (as they hoped) their "line-clear," they 
would have any attention to spare for back lights with which they were not concerned. 

We would conclude by observing that the interlocking may be accepted to have been in 
order as no statement to the contrary has· been made. On the night o[ the accident, the, 
Engineer-in-Chief a~d the Manager inspected the signals and noted that when at danger they 
all showed red properly. · 

D. A. FENTON, 

.Mem~er. 

W. A. JOHNS, 

Jfem~er. 

H. M. CARD:EW, 

Presitlent. 

A. R. JACOBSON, 

Member. 

D. S. I!URN, 

ltfem~er. 

In s~bmitting ~he above proceedings, under date the 9th July 1907, the Manager, Ondh. 
· anJ Rohiikhand railway, remarks that he •• accepts the finding" and that the driver of the 
Gre~t Indian P.ninsula railway mail is bein"" prosecuted under se~tion 10 l of the Railwa.l'& Aet 
and section 324 (()) of the Indian Penal Code. 

Remarlca IJy tlie Senior Government Inspector of Railways, L1ec!cnow. 

. I conc•~r in ~he finding of the committee that the driver of the Great Indian Peninsula. 
rail~ay mul tram ran against signals, and so must be held directly responsible for the· 
acctdent. · · · · 

. The enquiry als~ shows that the w01·king of Am&usi station ~lamentably .slack, If 
accidents are to be avoided rules must be strictly and invariably acted up to. · 

. . StC{ls should alsD be taken to ascertain that 'all drivers · and guards,. before running over 
foretgn lines, are accquainted with the rule~ the1·e in force. · 

J. E. GABBETT; 

Senior Government lmpector. 



Appendix XXIV to the abstract return of accidents on Indian rail· 
. ways for the twelve months ended the 31st December 1907. 

Report of the proceed!11gs ·of a committee of enquiru which assemuled al 
LucknO'W. statz~tl, D11dh ~nd Rohilkhand railway, on the 14th August 
1907, to tnveshgate the czrcumstances attending the accide11 t to No. 
211 up goods train at that station 011 the 12th August 1907. 

The committee was composed of the following officers:-. 
F. W. ROBERTS, E:zecutive Engineer Preailiellt, 

T. G:REGSON, District LocomoUve Superintendent 
} Mem~en, A. W A.TSON, District Traffic Superintendent • 

J. E. GABBETT, Senior Govemment Inspector of Railway• 
} Prmnt. 

E. J, W. BELLAIRB, Superintendent, Govt. Rat'lway Police 

D RSORIPTI~N, , 

At about 0-50 hours on the 12th August 1907, while No. 131 up goods was passing the 
West Cabin, Lucknow, en route to Shahjahanpur, No. 211 up goods star~ed dUd entered the 
Alamnagar •idiog in which ballast tra.in No,' 1 was stabled for the night. 

The ballast train coolies were sleeping on the track and four were tun over and injured, 
three of whom eventually died. · • 

Ther~ was no damage to rolling-stock or permanent-way, 
The ballast traitl was split up, two vehicles being on the Alamnagar side of the foot-path 

to the carriage shops and the remainder on the Luckoow side. 

EVIDENCE. 

lJummoo, driver.-I was driver of No. 211 up 
goods u:-Lucknow to Cawnpore on the 12th August 
1907. 

I attached my engine to the train about twenty 
miuutea before starting time. After I· hod been 
attached to the train for a shott time I noticed the 
starting aignal\owered for me, and soon afterwards 

. the guard and assistant station master came to my 
foot•plate. They bad an argument as to whe~her 
tl,etrain 'll'aB to be bor•ked outright time or not. 
The guard aaid that ho was 20 minutes late, but 
the a•sietant alation master said~· book out rigbt 
time." 

I looked at the line-clear and saw it waa correct, 
and opened my whiat\e, The aaaiatant alation 
master told me that 1 could sturt; so 1 opened my 
whistle again and started. 

· I atarted off very olowly, and when 1 came to the 
aignal bridgo . I felt something was wrong as my 
engine waa taking tbe straight line inatead of the 
curve for the Cawnporeline. · I ~pplied my br~keo 
at once and etopped my train as qUickly as posa1hle. 
Before I came to a 11ta.nd my engine a~ truck a tru.in 
standing on the line on whioh my engine Wfts, and 
I afterwards found out that il was a h<Lllast lr•in. 

1 got off m, engine and went to eee what bad 
happened, ••d found that t be train 1 bed collided 
with bad run back over the croaring to the ehopo, 
bad injured oome men and almost collided with 
some more wagon a ata.ndin)( in· the dea.d·end. 

;rhere w•• no li~bt on the ballast lr•in. . 
I h• only light between me and tbe ballllllt tram 

waa the gate light. 
'\'\'hen 1 first walked down the ballast tra1n no 

l>rakeo were put on on anr of the wagons; t be 

brake of the hrakevau too was not on r but when 
· 1 weut back to my engine I met a man who oa!d 
the brakes were all on. 1 should koow the man 1f 
I saw him again. · 

My engine was No. 196 B·S. 
Recall•tl.-1 know the road well and I have rull 

to Cawnpore many time•. 
.Rscall•d on 2nd S•ptemb.,. .1907.-Mr •• Walob, 

aub·assistant station ma>ter, signed the hoe-clear 
in my preoence and made It O'fer to the guard,, who 
aleo algned It and then ms~e 11 oYer t? me. 1 11gned 
the oounterfoil. Tho aosrstant elation ~oter .told 
tho guard in llinduotani to. take out rtght lime, 
and the guard refused. They w~re both on the 
right aide of my engine. 1 then wb18tled and otarte~, 
as I got the "all-right" oi~nal fro~ t~e cahill 

a tb guard showed me • white hgbt and 
~ld me~~ a tart. 1 noticed tb? 2nd oignd from the 
• bt b'cb 1•1 the corr('ct 81gna1, w11 lowered for 
n~ • w 1 

• 1 t' d 131 m train. Aller tho •""!dent no r~e ~p 
I.iving the yard. 1>11 engme wao atandlng oppo>tle 
the gao worko before 1 otarted. -
Jaco~,fireman.-1 was firellliiD of No. 211 np good• 

of the 12th Augu.t 1907· b d th 
Short! after my engine bod been attac e to • 

t • th! guard and ll&iatant •htion JD&~~ter came 
ral~ the en •ino and gave my dinr tho ,line•clear. 

ife ~ead it a~d whistled I tho allis !.ant etahon maoter 
t id him to 1 tart and be otarted. . 0 Th · t t etalioll muter gave no obrttog e 18111 an 
aijlnal. . tarted and 1 began to put on ooal 
wh~e ~b~n drlter rnul.deo l,l' called m1 attention to 

• 



he fact that we were on the wrong li!le. He put 
t all hi• brake< and brongl1t the tr~m to a sta!'d 
~: uiokly a< po>sible, but bofo~·e st?PPlDI{ we coihd· 
ed ~lightly with a .tr.in standmg 1n the dead -end 
in whtch we wero. • h d • 

We wore just beyond the _cabin when t e nver 
said we were un th~ wrong 1me. . master had no 

'l'ho gWlrd and nssistal_lt stat10n 
conversation near the engme. 

1 .,.,. no lights of any sort ahead of me. • 
I did not notice tlle brakes on the ballast trrun 

vehid,~s. , · 
1 did not se• any other goods train !eavmg 

Luckno\V at that time. 

-

2 

Mr. T. WaliA, ~ttb·aBSirlant _station master.-
I waa working as sub .. assista.nt a tattoo masler on the ... 
11th August at 22-30 houn. . • 

At about 22·30 1 informed the aBBISlant atat10n · 
master that I wao goi.ng to the north yard ·to_ see 
the goods trains, and asked him to send on the lin!· 

. -clears when they wore ready, 
AI I onnld do no more with No. 100 down, I went 

to see No. 211 np on the 1oth line in the north yard. 
I reached thor• sometime between 0·2<l and 0·25. 
'l'he gnard told me th•t s~e wao .not ready a• tbe 
-couplin~s were slack and stde cham• not on. 1 told 
him to hurry on with hi• work whil.t I went to the 
south rard to see how 131 up wao getting on. 

Whilst crossing the yard I noticed that the atarl• 
ing oignal was lowered for 131 up and not for 211 
up, anJ. conclnd•d from th~t that the aBii•stant 
station master had a.scertamed from the central 
cabin man thai 211 up was not ready and that he had 
decided to a tart 131 up first instead. 

I fonnd tho guard of No. 131 up, who told me that 
hie train .... ready, and I gave him the line-clear &I 

. soon as It arrived from the office. 
When I found out thot all was ready for him 

to proc•od I told him to start his train. 
The train atarted at 0·30 (right time). • 
Shortly dter No. 131 np started l noticed the 

dri vet· alow down, and ho appeared to coma to a halt 
for a f9w moments when he waa near the west eabin: 
h•then went on again.' Seeing that, I went np tho 
passenger line, aa I thought aomething mi11ht be 
wrong. The driver of 1B1 up appeared to rr.e to olow 
do•n a aecond time, but eventually went on before 
I came np with him; oo I oonclu~ed that everything 
waa all rrgM. 

· I then oroased the yard to No. 211 up, and when 
I ard ved at the train I found that the guard had 
·ail(ned hi• line·olear, ·giving her ,. out-report 1' at 
0-46. as per his atatement to me, and I uw the 
counterfoil in the book. I then was about to prooeed 
towardo the engine to •ee that all wao ready for the 
train to start, when the fireman _came to the brakeva.n 
•tid told me that oomethiug was wrong in front. On 
~eiog questlono~d he said that the engine had bumped 
against something in front._ I then noticed for the 
first time that No. 211 np bad been moved from 
its original position, and asked him how it Willi that it 
had been moved and by whose ordera as the oigual1 
wora against it. The gnard denied giving any 
order and the fireman oould give no answer at 
all. 

The brakevan wae otanding abont 100 yards on 
the atation side of the otarting signals, and the 
engine waa w•ll beyond them. . 

1 immediately went forwud with the gnard to 
Jlnd out what had happened, and when 1 arrived at 
the engine I oow the bt-akevan of the ballll.lt train 
about 4. w•gon lengths ahead. 

Previono to this, when I first mot the guard on 
my return from the south yard and fuund the train 
had moved, the guard told me that he had given 
line-olear to the driver but had not told him to 
etart. 

. .-/ 

wagona dangerously injured and. set to work, with 
the a•sistanae of the ballast tram Munshi, to put 
tourniquet• on them and lifted them out on to the 
side of the track. There waa also a boy outside tho 
wa~ons with one hand sm .. hed. 

After attenling to the injured I went to the west 
cabin and teler.h•·ned for aatistanoe to oonvey the., 
to tho bospita, wbioh 1 eventually reached at about 
4. o'olook. 
· When l met the gnard of No. 211 up on my 
return to the north yard he m~de no mention of the 
train having started; he waa •tanding by hie 
brake. • 

I did not see tbe dnoer at all till after the 
accident hnd occurred. , 

The bodies of the injured men were lying on the 
cro•sing-two under one wagon and the othor under 
the next wagon. 

When 1 reached the ooene or the accident the 
en~lne and oeven vebicleo bad crossed the Cawopore 
le:el·crossing. 

As ooon as I reached the brakevan of tloe ballast 
train a man drew my attention to the brakoo on the 
brakevan wLioh were sorewed on. Thia would be 
about 15 minute& after tba aooident ooonrred • 

Recallerl-(guard .4.ndreuls llt~tsment read lo 
Mr. Wal1h).-I deny having gone t3 the engine 
of No. 211 up, nor did I give any order to .•tart 
jt. r always go to the driver of a goode tmn to 
atart it. · d · 

Recalled on '2nd September 1907.-My_ otlfl 
are to oupervise the makingnp of goods tr.,no a.nd 
to inform the station master on duty when the tr•tnl 
are ready for despatch, and al.o to arrange lor the 
reosption of train• in the no~tb and oouth g01oda ,,at·~· 
On intimatin" to the atatwn maater that a tl'aln ,. 
ready to otart,theline-olear book is oent to II!" by 
a khalaoi. On moot occasions I take possesoto!' of 
the line-clear books, but I did not do eo on the noght 
in qu .. tion. The line·olear of 131 up wao broug~t 
to me by khalasi J nggi, and wao oent on to t .• 
guard who waa informed that he might start hta 
trnin. After the de11arture of 181 np I wont acrosd 
to aee if 211 up waa ready, and I fonnd tho guar 
of 211 up and the khalasi, Ham · Antar, were 
standing by the roar bra.kevan. Before I went 
aero•• to 211 np I waited to see 181 up pa••

1
to mthke 

sure th•t the train hRd left complete. net :r 
gave the line·olear nor permiso!nn for 211 ".P 0 

start, I gave no inatructions to the khlli;a" to 
1 make over the line·ol•ar to the guard or dr1 ~er h~f 

211 np. He had the line·olear book lD 
18 

posaession when I went acrose to start 131 up. 
Both lin•·oleare were s•nt out oigoed by Mrj, F~~res• 
ter, assiotant otation-maater on ~ut:y at t de 1~oh· 
When work in" in the yard attending to the espa 
of traine it 

0

i• not my dnt:y to •ign line·clearo ldthe 
assistant alation maoter on duty at the otatton . oed 
this. When the line•clear book for 211 up adlV~o 
the guard (Andrews) was present l he rna j t 
mention to me regarding the starting oigna ~ot 
being lower;d ao the train was not ready ~· 8 d r i 

. On oeeing the counterfoil of 211 up, s1gne ' f 
· ordered the khalasi to telephone the depart'¥" t" 

the train to the as•istant atation maste~ on h Yd 
not knowing at the time thAt an aco1dent •

1 occurred. It io my- dnty to read en.dorsemento ~ 
native drivers. After lolling the khalaot to teleph~ 
the ont•report it was my intention to go up to he 
dritel' and ascertain whether he under•tood 

1
t. e 

endorsement on the line·olear and, if not, to exp ntn 
it to him. As I was about to start for this purpohe 
the eng1ne khalasl tnroed up and told ue about t 0 

accident. 
Becalled.-After the departure of 181 up I met 

the guard of ~11 np at the rear of the brakevan on 
the right hand oide and tho otation master'• kkalaal, 
who had theline·clear book, a 'few pace• away t 0'f 
him. I then "allred down tho righ~ band s1 .• 0

0 the train with the guard and engtne kbalasl t 
aocertaln what had gone wrong in front. 

When I reached tbe engine I asked the driver 
whd ~·_moved withont orders. He said that he 
~" bu hne·cl•ar and that there was a green 1ignal 
1n front, auol asked what the cabin jemadar wat 
do!ng that he did not atop him when he saw him 
go· n~ wrong. 

I t.l.en we~t ~· to the balla.t train to give III!Bist• 
anoe to the InJUred. I found three men under the 

8. F. Andrew•, guard.- I waa guard io charge 
ol211 up good• of the Uth August 1907, Lucknow 
to Cawnpore. , d for 

After departure of No •• 100 down goo 8 be 
Portabgarh there were olX more wagona to 
oLtacbed. in the rear of my trBin. 



Mr. Walsh, suo-asRi8tnnt ~~a~ion mRster, told me 
to come .nd get.line·clear. after mJ tl·ain 1vns ready, 

At about 0·40 my tl'u!D was ready to s•.,t •nd 
Mr. Wuloh and I, with the &tatioo ltha!asi, w:nt to 
the •ngine with the lioe·clear. ·Mr. Walsh told me 
to sign the line-clear and give it to the driver, I 
took out my watch and snw it woo 0·45, when the 
""istant station master asked me if I could book 
out right time. I oaid "no, it is aloeady twenty 
minuteo late." Mr. W aloh took the driver' a ai~. 
nature for the restriction noted in the line·ol,;;, 
ti9ket. After that Mr. Walsh told the driver to 
sfSrt tho tra·n as everything was a.ll right. 

The otarting signal for my train was not lowered 
and I poiated it ont to Mr. Wuloh who onid, "•o 
soon aa the driver wl,istles, the signal will be 
lowel'ed.'' At the tame time a green &iJ(nal was 
she• n from the oabin. I do not know if it was 
for my t1·ain or not. 

I did not see the oignalt Io.-ered for any other 
tr&in. I saw ro other train leave the station, 

After. the train started at 0-50 I jumped into my 
b!'ake and almost immediately the driver stopped. 

The at•rting signals were uerer lowered for my 
train. · 

When the train stopped I jnmred out of my van 
to see what had happened, and I then notieed the 
train for Sbohjahnpur was passing. Mr. Wal.h 
came up to my brakevan and.. ~·ked what had 
happened. I told him that I did not know. 

We both went up to the oallin and t.he cabinman 
told us that the train had run in to the Alamuagar 

·dead aiding. 
As we were going to the scene of the acoident 

the fireman ot my train caru running up and said 
that •ome coolies load been injured. After giving 
line·cleor to the drirer the sub·assiotant station 
maater walked towarda the elation. 

It ia not the rule for a atatiou moster on duty to 
start a train, but as Mr: Walsh wao by tho engine 
it was unnecessary for him to order me to start the 
train "bich he did himoelf. 

I felt a eligM ohock from the oollision. . 
The driver did not whistle for my br!ike, nor dtd 

he whistle at all after the firot whistle he ~ave when 
atartiug. 

1'here were no lights on the ballaot train. I did 
not exHmine the brakes. 

The driver did not go up with me to see the 
damage to the ballast train and coolies, 

It did not strike me as strange that 131 up 
started; ond I did not mention it tu Mr. Waloh. 

No. 131 Lp stopped as it came to tho oah!n. wben 
· the rabinman shouted out that it waa all rtght and 

the train went on agHin. 
Reoalle<1. on 2n<1. September 1901.-After 

shunting was finished, Mr. Walsh, oub·aaaistaut 
station master, came np to me and attid 11 come and 
take theline·clear", 'll'hich Will in poma>ion of the 
kbalasi who was with Mr. Walah at the time. I, 
the onb-assistant s:ation maater and the khalasi than 
walked up to the driver with tbeline·clear. Mr. 
Walsh told me 1o oign and hand over line-clear to 
the driver, which I did 1 it was then ().45. The 
train otat·ted 6 minutea after lioe·cleor had been 
banded over. Aftet• I bad pa .. ed 15 wagono the 
dt·il·er started, and after 2 ot 3 minntea the collioion 

·ocourred. There were 49 vebioleo on the train. I 
wae in my brake when the collioion took plaee The 
oignal waa not lowered for my train to start, 1 ~id 
not ohow a. red light when I saw he waa gomg 
against aignala. After the ~ollioion took place I 
'"" 131 up loaviog the yard. I wa• in my brokevan 
3 or 4 minut, a before the collision to"k place. I wa• 
o~ the ril(ht oide of my train and oonld not oee 
sJgnal!{, I did not •atiafy myeelf tb&t 11igDal• were 
lowered when my &rain started. Mr. "'alsh read 
tbe endoraement on the line..,lear to tloe driver; 
aometimea I read it and 10metimeB the assistant 
elation maoter, IJ'umped out of my brakevan on 
the left baud aide ter the oolliaion. 

Crou-que1tione<1..-When the oub·a.,iatan\ 
alation master told me to take out right time 
an~ whilst I wao making over line-clear to tho 
drtrer, he apoko in English. 

Bobu Per1ha<1. Ga;;,;;;:-guartl.-1 waa guard in 
charge of No. 131 up goode of 12th Aoguot, ez• 
Lll.oknow to Sbajabanpur. 
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~y !rain left Luoknow at 0-30, I alartod the 
tram _w•lh tbe,permiosion of Mr. Walsh, who w .. 
sta:ndu•t? opposlle the coutral on bin. My engine was 
a httle 10 advance of the central rnbin, 

Aft.er my tra;u otatted and my brnko,.n rcaohod 
oppostte tbe "est rontral eobln, the driver olowed 
down. I ~ll•d to the cabiumon and askod if there 
waa anyth1ng wrong: he said "all si.-.nl\11 are right 
for your train". e 

The aignals for my train wtre rorrcot and tho 
lt·aon proceeded. 

I ,noticed nothing wrong at the west rabin. 
II hen my btakevan pas•ed the centrnl cabin I anw 

Mr. Walsh standing there. lie coiled cut to me, "uiol 
you book out right time P" Mr. Wal.h did not go 
to the engine of my train but was about two wagon 
!engtba from it. 

W. Forrester, aSB,stan.t stalion maettl".-l came 
on duty at 20·30 a\ Lucknow on the 11th AngUli 
1907. 

At abo~t 20·30 Mr. Walsh, who was my aub·aasiat• 
ant station master, took a note o! what goods train• 
were running and went dowu lo tho goods yord nod 
asked me to send ths line·cleau when lbey wera 
ready, 

No. 211 up was tlte first train due to leave. I 
therefore sent that line-clear first. A\ about 0-2~ 
l received a telephone mesanga from the centml 
cabin thot there was still oome ohunting to bo done 
on No. 211 up in rear, and, ao the •ngino of 131 up 
was on, I oent out that line·clear at about 0·22 and 
gave No. 33 trammitter to west coLin to enable him 
to lower signals for that train. 

At IJ·SO the contra! cabin jomodar intimated to me 
on the telephone that the train bad left right time, 
and I gave " out·rcport ,, to Alamnag,.r. 

At ahont 1)·43 lever No, 33 w•s released and 
reversed. I then gave lever No. 2~ at about 0.4·i, 
and went across to pl•tfonn No. S to otart No.6 down 
passenger. 

At about Q-50 the west cabin jemadar telephoned 
that an accident bad occurred, vi:., that the gor.do 
tr•in, No. 211 np, had entered the Alamnagur siding 
and later on he telephoned that it had bumped 
against the ballast train. 

' J. M. Herbtrl, ballast guarri.-I aw l)'uard of 
No. 1 ball•st train. At about 18·15 hour• I atablcd 
my train in tho Alumuagar aiding, Lucknow, on 
the lith Auguot 1907. 

I left the train at 18·30 and went home. 
I cut off the rear brake and one wagon from tbe 

train to cTcar tho foot·patb to the oho?•; tba other 
33 vehiolea were on the Lucknow 11de of tho foot· 
path. 

The bt"&kea in botb brokevono were hard on and 
&bout eigbt bnkell on trurka w1·re pinned dowrn. 
Tbeae trucko were next my broke at the Locknnw 
end of the tmin. 

There were no light• on tho train, nor wore any 
wheels spragged or. chained to tba line. l have no 
sprags or aafety chama. 

I could not look any pointa to ia~late my trRin 
without interferintr ~itb the interlocltmg. 

I have oil and Iampo, but did not put the Iampo 
on. my train becaWIO it wao alandin,r parallol to 
the main line. 

-
Ram Out~r, Hollasi.-1 waa on duty at Lucknow 

on the 11th Augnot 1907 • d 
(2} At 0·6 1 took Jine·cle•r for tho Cawnpore !too • 

tnltn to the north yard by the order of the a811ohnt 

otation master. '"' lob 
(3} When I ro•whed the train I fuund Mr. ·•• 

and tho guard near the ten )ever frame. Tt~e1 told 
me tho& ohuntiog waa not fintohed on the tratn and 
that I waa to wait. . 

(4} Mr. Waloh waited till the ohunt•n!r wn 
, fioiahed aud tbeo went to the brakova.n w1th tba 

ard and we all tbon went to tlae engtne aud, on 
~~ivai there, the guard olgn•d the !ine•clear aod 
the assistant atat:oo master told the dnver to ~r~. 

(Not•.-Thio man fir.t otated that tho uototant 
alation master and guard ot.ayed at the brakeran 



and sent him to tbe enl!ine with the line•clear, and 
n!terwards corroded himself and made the otatement 
in para. 4.) 

Recalled on 2nd September1907.-¥-•· Forreoter, 
8113istant alation master, gave me the hue-clear book 
for 2Il np and tolJ me to give it to Mr. Walsh, 
oub·ao-istnnt •tation:master. I did so, and Mr. Walsh 
tolJ me to wait as ehnnting was still bein~; done on 
211 up. I anJ the aub·asssistaot station runater then 
went to the guard's brake. Tho aub·nsoistont station 
master told me to take the line-clear book to the 
driver. 'J'he guard said "I will bock out tim! at 
the engine''. IV o then all 3 went to the engme. 
.Mr. Walsh then gave the line-ole1r book to the 
guard, who, having booked the t_ime, handed ~t to 
the driver, and then Mr. Walsh aatd to the drtver 
in Hindustani " it is all right; you can go on ... 
There was no discussion about booking out right 
time or not. I told the west central cabin jemadar, 
Pershadi, that the guard had bonked out 0·45. I 
knew 0·45 had been booked out, because 20 minutes 
had been lost in shunting, and I knew that 0-25 was 
the correct dep&Jture. I did not see 131 up leav~ng 
the yord. The brakevau of 211 up was staudmg 
oppoaite tho centre of tho coal bin ; tho engino of 
the train was about 4.1) feet from the ~tarting signal. 

-Bunna Di11, cabinjcmadar.-I was cabiumau on 
duty in the west cabin on tho night of the 11th 
Augnst. 

After No. 211 up hacl collided with the ballast 
train, No. 131 up came opposite m.v cabin. The 
train olowed down and the driver asked me if any• 
t~ing was wrong. I ohouted baok that everything 
wa• all right for him, and he went on. . 

When No. 131 up had paoaed my cabin and was 
out of tl•e otation, the guard of No. 2llup and the • 
asoiatsnt station master came to my cabin. 

'l'he assistant otation master asked me why I did 
not atop tho train, and I oaid I tried to do so by 
showing a red light and a•king him what be meant 
by going into the de•d·end in which the ballast train 
wna a tanding, but he did not stop. 

I did not talk to any one else. 

Rahim·ul·Ullah, ballast train Muftahi.-At the · 
time No. 211 up collided with my brahvan ou the 
12th August H07 I was in my brakevan at Alam• 
noj!ar end of \l,o ballast train. 

When the collision occurred I got out of the 
brakevau and saw No. 181 up goods passing. 

About 15 minutes after the accident occurred 
Mr. Walsh came to the acene of the accident. 

The guard of the goods train came np just behind 
the hl>iatant station master. 

I asked the driver of the goods train what he had 
done, and he sa.id" it is Kismat••! · 

In the first conversation I had with the driver he 
told me that be bad received line-clear and sow 
•ignals lowered, so he atarted. He farther stated 
that he was new on the Cawnpore run. 

-
Statement of central cabin jemadar, PeraAadi, 

taken on 2ntl September 1907.-The train engine 
of 211 up was attached about 0-25, and the shunting 
jemadar informed me that the train was not l'eady 
to start. I tel<•phoned to the assistant .tation master 
that abuoting was not finished on 211 up and he 
aaked we after ho1v long it would be ready. i replied 
" in about 15 minuteo." Theo the assistant station 
master askeu me if the train enaine for 131 up bad 
been ~ttached; if "?• he would d~spatch 131 up to 
ShahJnbanpur, aa 1ts departure tiwe wao 0-30, and 
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that he was sending down the line•clear for this train 
by a station khallasi, and that I wao to tell the sub. 
aasistant station maeter that llne·olear fo1· 131 up 
was b•ing a•nt down, The line-oleor wao taken by 
the l<ballasi to the sub-assistant st.atlon mnater who 
was otandin g by the 10 lever frame in the goods 
yard, and he issued orden for the traiu to start 
The khallasi came and Informed that the train had 
atarted •·igbt time; signals we<·e lowered for 181 up 
and it olarteJ. As the bra<ovan c•me opposite my 
cabin the driver slowed down. When I not.ioed this 
I telephoned to the west cabin to know the reason 
why, and wao told that 211 up had run into tho 
ballast train.. Ram Au tar, khallasi, came to me and 
told. me to telephone to the a .. i<tant st.tiou master 
to book out 0·45 for 211 up, and I replied, " how 
can that be, aa the train baa run into the ballast 
train." I did not telephone the departure of 211 
up to the aBOistant stotion tnaater, aa I knew it had 
not started, bnt I telephoned to the assistant station 
master that 211 up had run into the ballast train. 

Statement take11 on 2nd September 1907 of lizoti 
Lal, driver of 131 up goot/1 -I was working 131 
up goodo on the 11th August 1907, from Lucknow 
to Shahjahanpur. After attaching on to the train 
1 had to wait about 10 minut.s for line•clear. When 
the guard and khallasi brought me the line-clear 
token I opened my whistle. The starting signal 
waa lowered for my train when I started .. On reaoh· 
ing the crossing I snw a train atanding on the dead· 
end aiding, and, thinking that I may be runnin"' 
into it, 1 slowed down. " 

The west cabin jemadar ahonted out to me that the 
train was on the other line, aad asked me why I had 
slowed down and told me to go on, I slowed down 
furth•r on as relaying was going on between the 
distant signal and the level crossing. 

The guard of my train explained the restriction 
of opeed for the .relaying, and I signed the notic& 
book for the same. 

I saw no signals lowered for an out·going train 
dul'ing the time I was waiting for my line·olear. 

·I did not notice 211 np goods train moving out 
from the north yard. -Statement tden. 011 2nd September 1907 of 
Mr. Taylor, 1tation maater, Lueknow.-Queationed, 
-Regarding the statement made by ballast guard 
Herbert to Mr. Roberta, Exeoutiv• Eugineer, that 
on the issue of the new General Rule hook he bad 
gone to you to point out that, under Role 77-(o), be 
should be supplied with safety chains for the protec· 
lion of his train and that you had told him that 
it was not neoesaary; and further that, after the 

. accident, yon had iooued a safety chain to him of 
your own accord, what have yon got to say P -.4nawered.-No application was made to me by 
Guard Herbart for a safety chain until after tho 
aocid•nt had occurred. The exact date I do not 
remember, but it .... the day on which the enquiry 
iuto thia accident was held. Guard Herbert showed 
me hie Rule book on or. about the 25th August, 
when he brought his equipment for inspection. 
This is the only occaeion on which guard Herbert 
has ever brought his Rule book to me. A safety 
ohain was lent to guard Herbert by me from my 
atock, on the diatinct understanding that be ahould 
return it when leaving Luoknow. He ounld always 
have the uae 1of a asfety chain when stabling in 
Luoknow, until such time ao he received one which 
would form part of his •quipment, All guards 
equipment have to be inspected by me once a month. 
Tbio j!narcl had never brought bis equipment to me 
before for inspection, 1.'hia inspection does not rofer 
to brakevan equipment. 

FINDING, 

Having carefully comidered the evidence we are' of opini~n that No. 211 up goods of 
the. 12th .August 1907 ente1ed the Alam-pagar siding at the west end of Lucknow yard and 
collided .w•th, the ballast train, which was stabled there for the night, because the driver of 
that tl'atu (11io. 211 up) started against the starting signal. 
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That the starting signal was a<>ainst the driver of N 211 
the fact that signals were lowered f~r No. 131 up oods t~' , up goo~, h~s been proved by 
at the time of the accident passinoo the west cabin g p!oceed to ShahJahanpur and was 

As the signab are interlocked they could only be lowered f 
. . w~ ~0 not consider that the guard of the ballast train ha/::ffie.of these trains at. a tim.e. 

1n the s1dmg. Had ne acted up to Rule 77 (U) there would b bl Clhently secured Ius tr_Mn 
pro a Y ave been. no loss of hfe. 

F. w. ROBERTS, 

Preaident. 
A. WATSON, 

Member. 
T. Gn.EGSON, 

llfember, 

Furtker remark& hy _tke COtltmittee wkicli tmembled on tke 211tl Septem!er 1907. 

The caution ticket made over to the driver of 211 up wa• not siooned b th b · 
·station master, Mr. Walsh. ' o Y e su ·ass1stant 

It is not the duty of the sub-assistant to sioon line-clears • this is done b th · t 
· te d t t th t · 0 

• ' Y · e ass1s ant stahho.n mas .r on . u ydab Me s Fat•on, who asks for hue-clear from the next station. It was 
·on t. 1s occasion,, s1gne y r. orrester who was assistant station master on dut at th' 
shtlon at the t1me. Y e 

priver Moti La! of No. ~31 ~p goods s~ates. that he slowed down on reaching the 
·cl'OSS!ng be~a.use he thought h1s tra1n was runmng mto a train which was stariding on the 
dead-end Siding. 
. We do not ~eljev& be thought.that ,his train would collide with the train he saw standing 
m the dead-end Bidmg, as the starting signal was lowered for his train which indicatEd that 
·all points had been correctly set for him. ' 

The que.sti?n as to whether 211 up wa~ movi~g at the time driver Moti La! came up to 
~he west cabm IS not cleared up, and there IS nothing on record to pruve this, although there 
IS no doubt that 211 up must have moved out from the no1·th yard while 1:!1 up waa moving 
out of the st.tion yard, from tbe fact that 131 up is stated to have started at 0·30 and the 

·departure time for 211 up being 0-45 (according to the line-clear) and the collision having 
taken place at 0-50. · 

It would t:"ke !31 up at least 16 minutes~ shrt and come out from ~he south yard up 
to the west cabm; It would appear the collision took place a few mmutet before Moti 

--Lal slowed down. 

FCll.THI<]I, FINDING. 

As directed, the enquiry into the above accident was reopened, ~nd further evidence of 
·the following witnesses was taken. Mr. Walsh, sub-assistant station master, guard Andrews 
·of 211 up, driver Dummoo of 211 up, kbalasi Ram Aut:Lr, Mr. Taylor, station master, and 
. jemadar Purshadi of the central cabin. 

On the present occasion Mr. Walsh was cruss-examined.on his previous statement. His 
replies agreed with what he had stated before, and we are disposed to believe hit version of 

·the case. From his cross-examination it appeared that while Mr. Walsh was attending to 
1~1 up, the l~ne·clear of 211 up was in Ram Au~ar's possessi?n, ~t n? order~ had been given 
him to make It over io guard Andrews. The eVIdence on tbu pmnt JS agamst 1\fr. Walsh; 
but the statements of guard AnJirews, driver Dummoo, and khallasi Ram Autar were given 
in such a manner as to lead us to conclude that reliance could not be placed on them. 

For example {1) driver Dummoo, and kballasi Ram Auta~ state. that 1\Ir. Walsh 
-conl'er•ed with the guard and driver in Hindustani; the guard sa!s 1t .was 1n En~hsh .. 

ii -Guard Andrews in his first statement says that the start1ng s1gnal for hu tram was 
·not lowered, and that be pointed this out to Mr. Walsh. No'Y he say•. that .l•e was on tho 
right side of his train and Cluld not see signals, and that be d1d not sat1sfy himself that the 
signal was lowered when the train started. . . 

iii.-Tue driver in his former.statement says that the !Lssistant st~twn master told h1J!l 
"to start. Now be states the sub-assistant station master ngned tbe hne-cl~ar ao.d made 1t 
over to the guard who signed it and gaye it to ?im .and that be got. the all r•ght signal from 
the cabin, and that the guard showed hun a wh1te ~1gnal and tol~ hi~ to start. his train ba<l 

iv.-Tbe driver further now states that be not1ced the startwg signal for 
·been lowered-a statement obviously untrue. , . . 

v.-He further commits himself by his statement that t~e engme of biB tram wi: 
opposite the gas works before he. star~ed. The statio~d khat~881j t~amstA~~~~tsa{: \:\he 
Was about 40 feet from the startmg signaL We cons! er e a er a 

· correct one · • · · - · k · hi 
Mr. 'walsh was undoubtedly to blame for not keepi~g. the hne-.clcar .. boo In . a 

possession until 211 up was ready to start, but it appears tha.t It~ !lot an myanabl~lr:::;: 
for sub-assistant station masters to keep the line-clear book In 1 b:. P~h:a:f:er•: s•cssion 
are ready to start It is not P.ossible to say how the l•ne clear came 0 m d' d i · c1 ' 

As reaards the responsibility of the ballast train guardh, H
1 

efrbthert, wh~ 1 
1 no tCOtoDBlthe~ 

b t f~ · t ve that the w ee o e ve lc e neares 
t ~ any urtber ev1dence was neces•ar.r 0 pro ted that h bad 0 afety chain with him 
po1nts had been secured by a safety cham, IJ.S he sta e n 6 • 

Appeodiz XXIV, 
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d e consider that on the issue of the new rules, he should have made himself acquainted 
~~th ~bose pertaining to the working of ballast trains and taken proper sters to obtain sprags. 
and safety chaine. 

F. W. RoBERTs, 
Prtaident. 

T. GREGSON, 

Mem~er. 

R. T. CoLL"ETT-WHITE, 
Offg. District Traffic Superintendent, 

Member. 

In submittin'" the proceedings and the foregoing further remarlrs and finding of the. 
second committee,"'the Manager, Oudh and Rohilkhand railway, remarks as under:-

ln this case I haven~ doubt that the drivel' was solely responsible for the accident, 
which was due to his running against signals. The fact that h? entered t~e ballast siding, 
the sioonals Lein<> intel"l•·cked •o that they cannot be lowered wh1le the po~nts ar. set for 
the siding- pr;ves this incontestably. That ho had a line-clear in his possession is no 
defence whatever. The very first rula of the '' Worlring Instructions" lays down that 
the posse.•sion of the line-clear does not. entitl? a driver to s~art, b11t that be must wait for· 
signals. So far then the cause of the acc1dent Is to my mmd perfectly clear, and the 
driver is being prmecuted. 

At the first enquiry the part played by the assistant station master, Mr. Walsh, who 
was on duty in the yard was by no mea us clear. His own statement was that, finding 
that No. 211 up was not ready, he left the part of the yard in which she w:~.s being 
prepared to look after 131 up, and, finding that this train was ready and that tho signals 
for her departure bad been lowered, he allowed her to go ; he denies that he gave lino·clear 
for 211 up which, he states, was started without his knowledge or permission. 

The guard and driver of 211 up state that Mr. Walsh 11ave them the line-clear 
and told them to start. The driver further stated that 1\fr. Walsh signed the line-clear. 
As it is in evidence that this line-clear was not ~igned, the driver's evidence cannot be. 
accepted. 

The gnard in his first statement said that the signals were not lowered for his train 
a.nd that he pointed thi• out to Mr. Walsh. In his second statement he stated that he 
could not see the signal11. 

The evidence of the driver and the guard is thus throughout discredited, and I do not. 
believe it. It is clear that Walsh wa.s on the alert as regards the despatch of 131 up. 
His statement that No, 211 up was not ready to start is substantiated by the fact that 
the assistant station master on duty, on information furnished through the telephone by the 
ca.binman, decided to ~tart No. 131 up first. · . 

I therefore accept his statement, What I believe happened iA that the work having· 
been comple~ed on 211 up, the guard and driver thought they might as well get away and 
tcok poFsession of the hue-clear and started ; and that the khallasi, having permitted the 
guard to take the line-clear, in self defence, backed up the &tatement that Walsh had given. 
the line-clear. · 

Remarks by tAe Senior Government Inspector of Railway1, Luclcnow. 

According to paragraph 1 of the "working instructions" and subsidiary mle 297 (a),. 
havil!g the line-clear does not permit the driver to start. . 

It is clear that the driver of 211 up started again~t the starting signal. ' 
It was to my mind fullyJroved that Mr. Walsh did not <>ive permission to start, aS­

he was, when No. 211 up start , engaooed iu startinoo 131 up; He should however, have 
retaine?. possession of the line-clear nntil ~eady to start"'No. 211 up. ' 

"\hth regard to the guard of the ballast train not·takinoo proper precautions, it must 
be ~oted that be was nnable to carry out rule 71 (0) because the., points to the siding on 
wluch tbe .ba.ll~t • train '"!as stabled must be set normally for that siding and if they h_ad 
been set ag~mst. It t.ne workmg of tha.t end of the yard would have been interfered with. 
as th~ mam hue would have been blocked. The siding is really a trap for the north goods 
yard and sbo~ld not have been us~d for stabling a ballast traio, or if this wa• absolutely 
~ec.es~ary owmg to. no other siding being available {accommodation in the Lucknow yard 
IS l~m1ted.) extraordmary precautions should have been taken, more especially as this ballast. 
ira.m c~uld not be protected by a red light at the end because the siding on whi<·h it WIIS 
stabled IS rarallel and adjoining the main line. 

J, E. GABBETT, 

8enio1· Government Itupector .. 



Appendix XXV to the abstractreturnofaccidents on Indian rail~a s 
for the twelve months ended the 31st December 1907. y 

Jlepot·t of • the proceed!r~gs of a committee of enquiry which assembled at 
Bewar~ ~tatum, Ra;puta~a·Malwa railway, to invest,igate tlte cause of 
the .deratlme"!t of fhe engtne, and the capsizing of tlie tender and leadin 
lJogte compos~te tlnrd class and bt•ake, of 27 11p mail train at th t t t · fl 
on the 21st May 1907. a s a 1011 

The committee was composed of the following officers:-
C. R. ScoTr, District Traffic Superintendent ... 
W. S. FRASER, Diatricl Loco. &lllerintendent 

... Prw"clenl. 

:::} Me~hm. W. HALL, Ezecutive Engineer 
C. S. RENNICK, Government Inspector of llailwa!Ja ... •·· Pre1ent. 

DESCRIPTION, 

No. 27. up mail train ~bile en~ring Rewari station yard on the night of the 21st May 
1907 was derailed at the crossmg of pomts No. 16. The engine was derailed travelled 106 feet 
from the point of a~roilment and finally coming to a stand, overturned th~ tender and bo!!ie 
third class 1582, causing damage to perma.nent•way and rollin"'·stock, · One third c~as 
passenger was sli~htly hurt and the engine Kha.llasie injured. A &etch of the site of tb& 
accid~nt is attached. (Yide Annexure No. 1.) . 

~ . . 

EVIDENCE. 

R. M. CWcAton, a88irtanlt en;ineer, Rewari.-1 
wae on the site of the accident at ·0-20 hours., and 
the plan 1 deposit obowa the atate of alfain at that 
time. Engine 537 (0), with tender and bogie third 
cls .. l582 being detailed, the latter lying on ite side. 

Q.-Waa there any evidence to ebow which whee!B 
left the road liraL P , · 

.tt.-The engine wheels, but whether leading or 
trailing I can't say. • 

Q.-Wao there any evidence or mark to abow ot 
wh~t point the wheels left the road P 
, .tf..-Yes, about 7 feeHn front of the nose of the 
crossing there was a mark on the. 111lok oaused by 
thellange of a wheel, and between that point an4 
the nose af the crossing 2 bolla were broken. 
Q.~Wa• there any evidence to lead you to ~he 

conoluaion that the r011d at the ,ourve of tbe crosnng 
was imperfeotl;v apiked P 

.tf..-I exam1oed the road after the traill bad been 
dra.wn baok a.nd found the road a 16th to an 8th alae~. 

R•callerl.-Q.- How long have you been m 
RewariP · 

.tf..-Aboot 6 months. . 
I have obsened passenger trains entering Rewan :. 

yard at excessive speed. I sboold say S up enters 
the yard frequently, at 25 miles an hour, anil I have 
reported such to my Executive Engineer verbally. 

J. W. 8miM.-I w~a 2nd guard of 27 np mail 
and waa riding In the derailed bogie third olaso. I 
Celt a ahock and was knocked on one aide and gripped 
my brake which then capaized. The 1peed of the· 
train wao abou\ 8 or 9. milea .an hour. 1 felt no 
application of brakes. The driver nsed vacuum on 
the journey. . · 

Q.-Where doea the driver usuall:r put on vacuum 
coming into Rewari yard P 

'.tf..-At points :No. 16. -
Budha, foeman.- I wa.s fireman of 27 up mail 

and on arrival at the auxiliary signal· t'be tender. 
brue waa t>nt on by the, khallasie. When we ~~ . 
Ot> to the,tleing.pointa the driy~r ordered the ,bra e 

to be taken oli. We got np to the orOI!oing of poinh 
No. 16 •hen the train left the rails. No more 
brakes were applied. 

Q.-Where does the driver nsoallt put on hi1 
brakea with 27 up P. 

.4.-When he get.a to the platform, if olow, If 
he comes r .. t then he puto it on earlier, II ill nlfer 
put on at tho oroasing becanoe it gino a jerk. 

Q.-Did the driver fall P , , . 
.tf..-N o, he held on to the roveralng lever. 
Q,-Did the driver try to put on brakea after lht 

engine was derailedP , . , 
,4.-1 did not oee him do so. -8ukAia, khalla•i•.-1 woe khallasie of 27 up and 

put on the lender brake whe11 we orrl~ed at tho 
•nsiliary aignal; I took it off at the fsc•ng rlnto 
No. 5. iVben we got to tho oecond oroooing .felt 
tba eo ~tine give a ~erk and after tbBt I know notb•ng. 

Q.-Did the driVer pot on hia broket f 
,4.-No .. 

Khub Bat~~,ieiiJafla~.-I ""' jem~dar on dutJ, 
and, after locking all po10t~ for re<;•Pt•on of 27 up 
mail 1 went to the fao10g po!Dh No. G. Tho 
driv:r cnme in at the usual speed. 

Q,-Wero brakes on or not P 
.t.-1 do not know: 

, BAorlan,poinl1r11a•.:::r;:. ma~~_ing pointl No. 
16 rn:r jemador having gone to poant• No. G. A• 
tb; train struck the croaoing 'bu engine left the 
raiJa, Tho epee~ oft be tra.in waa&l uoo~l. At the 
driv.r was etriklnll the pomto I II&" bam puiUng 
on biB brake. • d tb" p 

Q -Did yon bear Bl well aa 101 hull o lJ 
.tf.;_l both heard and II"· I heard tht b1ah 

working about 5 yarda beyond the polntJ. 

• ]J,., Dec It, a11i 1tanl cllrf"iago ~,.,._;,..,..-1 ••• 
standing on the •Fol ,belt the bo~e th1~ claai ":d 
derailed. The po1nhmon wao a\ po!DU o. ~ a 

. aignalt were ginn for 27 np. After tbo tra•n had 



ot a ard or &O .past points No. 16 the engine 
g ~ to ba•e ~ot derailed. Two or three aeoonds 
!ff'~e bogie third cl888 got capsized where I was 
at ·~!'ng I jumped back just in time. About a 
ml:u:e after l saw the aosiotant elation master, .Mr. 
De Linaret, who took away the ke11 from the 
• madar Some ladders were brought and we ass!&ted 
~: edridate the passengers. Afterwards the "'!"ietant 
1tation maoter, driver and I went to the pomtoWto 
101 if they were loclted and found they were; · a 
then inspected the road to aoe where the· first marks_ 
were. I pegged off the first marks i~ front of the 
1tation master and foreman. The diStance between 
tbio deraile<l mark and the derailed engine was 95 
feet 6 inch•• and from points No. 16 it was 58 feet 
.tJ inches. 'l'be traiu was travelling at about 6 miles 
an hour. . . 

Q.-What is the average speed of 3 up enter1ng 
Rewari P .. . . 

.&.-Seven miles an l1our. Consequent:ly 27 ~p 
<>n this night came in a little slower tlian S up comes 
in ns a rnle. 

Q.-Did you oee any oparks as the engine came 
on the croso.over road P . . _ 

..t.-Yes, a few whioh appeared to he !rom the 
wheels. I oaw these before the engine passed me. 
The engine was near the croaeing of points 16. when 
oparks were emitted. 

Q.-When did yon notice the sparks P 
..t.-At the pme time as I saw the engine lur~h. 

2 

G. Davey, iriver.-On signals being lowered, I 
gave my whistle approeohing the level·croseing gate, 
I passed the faoiog points at 10 miles an hour. I 
~ad my tender hand·hrake on, which my khellasie 
quickly re!OIIBed on otriking the facing points. I 
took the first crossing at 9 miles an hour, and when 
<!oming on to tho second crossing I was running at · 
8 or 9 milea an hour. As I otruck this crossing my 
engine geve a Iorch which threw me back. On 
.t>icking myself up I tried to apply the vucuum 
brake, bnt t)le vacuum had already been destroyed. 
My engine left the road to the right, pulling along 
with it the tender and bogie third olaoa 1682, both 
of which capsized. I ran baok to inopeot points 
No.l6, and found they were correctly looked for 
the etatiou line. We then looked for the first mark 
of deraiJment and found it at the crossing a little 
<~~<ay from the nose. I thought there was some 
foul play, but could find nothing anspicious, 
. Q,-Did _ you have any partionlar reason for 

euspecting foul play P 

..t.-No. 
Recalled.-Q.-WheD did you eumine the 

paints P 
.d.-Immediately after I got derailed, and a second 

time with assiotanl station lillllter and auietant 
carriage elRminer. 

G. DeLinaret, tUsistant •tation. mtUter.-1 saw 
27 up mail entering the yard aa ohe atrock the 
level·crossing, I wao ·atanding in front of tha Jint 
class genUemaD'a- waiting:room. When the mail 

_was puling the crossing of pointe No. 16 J beard 
a noise and l aaw a ohower of oparka flying fl'om 
the "beelo of the engine. I proceeded. to the opot 
and found that the ongine, tender and the leading 
bogie third c!BSB bad calJeized. I went to see' if my 
points were looked and found they were and took the 
keys. The driver and assistant carriage _examiner 
were with me. I· then esamined the , roa(l. and 
I ound that the engine had left the raila at the 
crossing of points No; 16. There wao a ma1·k on 
the rail. In the morning I measured this with tho 
atation master and it was '1 feet from the nose of 
the cross-over, The train strnck the- oroosing of 
point• No, 16 at 6 to 7 mllea an hour • 

Q.- What was your object in taking the keys P 
,.t,-To satisfy myoelf that the points were 

locked. 

Mr. Dunn~, guard.-Whilst entering the :Rewari 
yard I felt 3 jolta and the trains came to a dead 
stand. I ran up to the front and discovered that 
the front bogie third olaoa 1582 had oapaized and 
the engine tender was on its ei.te. We got ladders 
and resoued the passenger• from the bOgie third 
olaoa, 17 in number and the train constable. Two 
passengers were lnjnred 1 one bad a alight cut above 
the eye and the other got hlaleg hurt, I oalonlate · 
the speed we were going at at from 8 to 10 miles 

. an hour. We were using vacnnm on the road, 
but the driver had not otarted applying the vacuum 

- coming into Rewari yard. 
Q.-What lime did the accident ooour P 
..t.-A, 23·28. . 
Q.-Whattime did you leave JatusaoaP 
.&,-Right time. 
Q.-Did you feel any olowlng down of the train 

· hefpre von felt the ahocko P 
.d • ...:The driver had already ahnt ol! at the distant 

signal. . 
· Q.-Have you felt a jerk before coming over this 

crossing. thi 
..t.-Yes, bnt I made no report to • 

effect. 
FINDING, 

From the evidence before us we are of opinion that the witnesse(have underestima~ed 
the speed of the train at tbe time of the accident, which was in au· probability travellmg 
~onsiderably in excess of the prescribed limit of 10 miles an hour. 
. We attribute the accident :partly to this and partly to the fact that the cross-over 
1·oad wos not in a. very good conditton, and the curve of the crossing (1 in 7) is too sharp 
for the traffic passing over it. We suggest that a speed limit of 5 miles an hour be put on 
.all cross-over roads less than 1 in 12. _ 

We recommend that the Locomotive a.nd En"'ineering stalE to blame be dealt with 
<lepartmentally. "' ' 

C. R. SCOTT, 

PreBitlent. 

W. S. FRASER, 

Mem~er. 

W. HALL, 

Member. 

The Agent, Bombay, Baroda. and Central India t'B.ilway, in fo;warding these proc~ding-s 
remarks as follows :-"I consider the accident was primarily due to the defective conditton of 
t~e yard. On rece_ipt of the Go-yern~ent Inspector's telegram of the 25th May 1907 instruc· 
~tons were at once 1ssued to pnt tn eas1er curves and crossings and to have the whol~ yard put 
mto thorough good order so a.a to be fit for fast traffic. It is not, I think, establtshed tha.t 
the speed of the train 11sceeded the limit of 10 miles an hour, and in this connection I £orward 
i!Opy- of letter No. R/1040, dated 4th June 1907, from the Locomotive Superintendent, 
Rajputana·Malwa railway" (see Annexure No. 2) "from which it will be seen that that 
.officer finds it impossible to agree ·with the committee's findinoo that th. e driver contributed 
to the accident. I would add that the salary of the Permane~t-way _ Inspector bas been 
reduced by Rs. 25 per mensem for 6 mouths, the Sub-Inspector has b~on fined Rs. 10 and 
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the mate in cha!·ge of the yard _has been reduced to keyman. I much regret that the yard was . 
allowed to fall1nto such bad o1der and Lave taken up the matter with the En<>ineer·in· 
~~· 0 

Remark1 by tlic Goventmene Inspector of Railways, 

1 agree with the finding of the committee j crossings of 1 in 7 are quite unsuitable 
for turn-outs and cross-over roads for fast passenger traflio, In this instance the condition• 
had been aggrav_ated by lengt~ening the .lead of the croesing, ~hua sharpening the curve in 
front of 'the ~r~s~mg; at th~ p~mt of dera1lment I found the radms of the curve to be only 
~00 feet, the mlD!mum pel'WlSSible under the schedule of standard dimensions bein<> 330 feet 

· There are other 1 in 7 cross-overs in the Rewari yard used by passeng~r trains • these should 
be removed and easier crossings laid in. : ' 

. I do not consider that the conditions of the cross-over 15 to 19 alone accounts for the 
accident;· many trains must have been passed over this cross-over without derailment hence 
I am of opinion that the dliver of 2 7 up was running very considerably faster than the 
1·egulation 10 miles per hour; and, from the fact· that sparks were seen coming from the 
wheel while the engine was on the cross-over 1 conclude that he applied his vacuum brake 
11uddenly as he passed the points • 

. Immediately after the enquiry the following telegram was despatched to the Agent, 
Bombay, BarJda and Central India 1·ailway :.- · · 

''Investigated accident to 27 up at Rewari on 21st instant, cause sharp 
curve on cross-over sixteen-nineteen and excess speed. Cross-over fourteen-fifteen 
and sixteen-nineteen have c•·ossings angle 1 in 7 turn·ont 43 has curv? less than 
three hundred feet 1·adios. Speed over all the above should be restncted to five 
miles an hour and use of vacuum brake in Rewari yard prohibited until easier 
cl'ossings and curves bave been laid in, otherwise nothing to prevent similar 
accident again. Please issue instructions accordingly.'' 

CHARLES S. RENNICK, 
JJocuments accompan!Jing.-

Governme11t In1pector, 

Annexure No. 1.-Sketch showing site of the accident, . 
Annexure No. ·2.-Copl of a letter No. R 1040, dated 4th June 1907, from the Locomot1ve 

· · Supermtendent, Rajputana·Malwa railway, to the Agent, Bombay, Baroda 
aud Central India railway. 

:RerJiarlrs h!J tltl Senior Govern'ment ln&;ector of Bailwoy1, L11chow. 

The lead at both the crossin~s 15 and 19 was too.long; this had the effect of s;al!'en~g 
\he curve near the crossing. At the point of deraJ1ment the curve was fou~ Y .

8

8 

Government Inspector to be only 200 feet instead of 476 feet the standard radius. Tbl • 
no doubt, was the direct cause of the accident. all d . d' t b i maintenance and 

That such a state of things should have been owe 1n 1ca cs a 
·defective supervision. · · . 

I aee no reason for supposing that the speed was excess1ve. 

J. E. GABBETT, 

Senior Government ln1pector• 
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Annexure No 2 in a.ppendix XXV to the· abstract return of 
accidents on Indian railways for the twelve months ended the 
31st December 1907. 

Copy of a letter No .. R-1040,. dated 4tk June 1907, from tile Locomotive Sttperintenaerrt, 
Ra.ip31 tana-Malwa rallwo!f, .l;mer, to tAe .Agent, Bom~a;y, Baroda arrd Central Indio 
railway, Bom6ay. 

I have read the evidence taken before the joint committee and their report on the 
derailment of engine and tender and bogie third class on 27 up mail at Rewari on 21st May 
1907 

The verclict is that the witnesses underestimated the speed at which the train entered 
the yard, and that the committ~ deem the speed to have bec.n m excess of 10 miles an hour 
and that the angle of the cromng was too sharp. To the high speed, sharp angle of crossinoo 
and the state of the permanent-way 1 the accident is attributed. "' 

With regard to the question of Fpeed, the evidence sh~wa that the driver shut off· 
steam at the distant siunal and the hand brakes were then apphed, but that shortly after the 
driver ordered them to b; taken off, This is the driver's statement and is con6rmed by the 
fireman and khallasie. No further application of the brakes was made, and the driver states 
that the vacuum brake was not nsed; and this is confirmed by the l•ead guard. This cer­
tainly indicates that the driver 'did not consider the train was entering at an excessive speed, 
but that in his opinion the train would not have reached its usual halting place if the brakes had 
remained "on." Then there is the evidence of the jemadar pointsman with 10 years' 
railway service. The 2nd guard T. W. Smith, 4 years' service, a ointsman with 10 years' 
sPrvice; Mr. Beck, carriage examiner, 2\ years' service (who wa.s so close he had a narrow 
escape from the derailed vehicles); Mr. DeLinares, assistant station master, with 10 years' 
sndce; Mr. Dunne, head guard, service not mentioned, who all state that the speed when 

' the accident took place. was comiderably under 10 miles an hou;r. These employes are n;ten. 
of considerable exper1ep.ce and should be well able to estimate the speed of a tram ; 
moreover it is to be noted they belong to different departments, and there appears to be no 
reason why their opinions should he biassed towards underestimating the speed of this 
particular train. The circumstantial evidence is that after the derailment the engine ran on. 
351 yBl'ds before coming to a stand, that is to say, a little ovir 2l engine lengths. It may· · 
here be noted that from the point of derailment to the site on the platform where tbe train 
should have stoppPd was about 150 yards. The apprcximate weight of the train behind the 
engine would be 170 to 200 tons; and according .to the statement of the dti.ver and his staff 
there were no. brakes on at the time; yet the engine with this load behind her, only 
proceeded 35lyards after leavinl!' the rails and only one vehicle besides. the engine and' 
tender was derailed; the remamdfr of the vehicles remained standing on tbe rails and did' 

·not eTen become detached from the overturned carriage. The head guard only felt a 
jolt. I submit that this circumstantial evidence is proof positive that the speed was not 
fxcessive and confirms the opinion expressed by all the witnesses that it did not exceed 6 or 8 
miles an hour, · 

With regard to the drher, he has about 6 years' service. His record is a good one and' 
he was one of the men whose services duling the heavy work of the Delhi Durbar; were 
especially commended fol' excellent work. I am of opinion that the evidence of the· 
witnesses and the circumstantial evidence confirm his statement that he entered Rewari yard 
at t~e usual rate of _speed.. The crossing at which the derailment took place is;1 in 7 i and 
I beheve I am correct m saymg that tuch a Eharp angle is not used except 1n dead-eod 
sidings and outside lines where only hand shunting is usual and the angle recommended 
is 1 in 12 and that 1 in 10-ts generally used as a minimum. 

No evidence was taken from any permanent-way subordinate· as to the state of the 
road and this seems unsatisfactory and it is difficult to see what grounds the committee have 
for their finding that the state of the permanent-way contributed to the accident without 
having enquired in this matter at all. 

To sum up the case solely from the evidence and records:-
The angle of the crossing at which the derailment took place is 1 in 7 while the 

general practice is an angle of 1 in 10. . 
The speed according to all the witnesses did not exceed 10 miles an how·, and several 

estimated it at 6 to 8 miles. . _ · 
The engine ran only 35 yards ~r 2l engine IE:J~gths after derailment. -
The .only derail1 d '!eh1~les were the engine and tender and one bogie third c~ss. 

The nmunder of the tJam did not leave the rails nor did it disconnect f~om the dera1lfd 
vehicles. · · ' · 

In the face of this evidence I find it impossible to agree with the committee's finding-
that tbe driver contributed to the accident. · 
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Appe~dix XXVI to the abstract return of accidents on Indian 
railways for the twelve months ended the 31st December 1907. 

Report of the proceedings of a committee of enquiry (at which a Gover1~ment 
lnspector was. not ~resent) which assembled at RubU on the 15t.\ April 
1907 to enqu,re $nto the cause of the derailment of a goods train which 
occurred at mile 5-17 on the Harihar branch of the Southerll Malu·atta 
railwag between HubU and Kundgol stt~lions on the 10th idem. 

The committee was composed of the ~o\lowing officers :­

G. VIBART, District Engineer. • Preaide11t. 

S. J. MEB.CKR, District Traffic Superintendent 
'~ .Mem~era. 

M. C. Cr.A.RKE, District Locomotive S~tperintenilent . .) . 

LOCALITY, 

. The accident took place at mile 5-17, Ha.rihar branch. Thera is a sli!tht rise from mile B 
to mile 7, thence falling grades of 1 in 100 for half a mile and 1 in 300 for half a mile 
followed by 1 in 125 to the scene of accident at mile 5-17. 

DESCRIPTION, · 

Nineteen vehicles of No. 21 up goods train, Harih11.r to Hnbli, were capsized and derailed 
a.t mile li-17 between Kundgol and HnLii at 13·10 hom·s on the lOth April 1907. No. 21 
up goods consist.d of 31 vehicles, total load 29B tons. · 

The accident resulted in damages to' permanent· way and rolling·stock to the aggregate 
nlue of Rs. 6,46B. 

EVIDENCE. • 
Govi.W. Bal1lant, permanent·way in~pecto~ 

Hubli.-1 am not in charge of the section where the, 
accident took place; but, oocurring near Hubli, I 
proceeded at once to the sceno, with motorial, eto. 

On arriva1at the opot, about 16 houro, I made a 
oketch of the derailed vehicles which, ao far as I am 
aware, represents their actual position e.ftor tho 
derailment. I found a broken •xle with one wheel 

•N t d d in the position noted in the •ketch.• 
0 appen e • Thia hid a flaw. 

Driver B. Sorabji.-1 wss driver of No. 21 up 
gooda fro~n- Harihar to Hnbli on the lOth April 
1907, I left Kundgol at 12·63 with a full load. 

When I came to mile 6-18 I felt a little jerk and 
looked behind and eaw a wheel coming from under 
one of the wagons and rolling down the bank. 1 
then whistled for guard'• broke, aod put on my 
at•am and band broke and· stopped the train. My 
engine and wagons attached were about\ telegraph 
post in advar.ce of the derailed wagons. '!here were 
only two wagon& attached to my engine wheu. 1 
pulled ut>-a C. G., which had not left the ralla 
and M. S. No. 2192, of which an ule had broken. I 
oaw the gu.rd and two brokesmen and asked if they 
were hurt ; they repli. d no. The guard sent me 
with light engine to Hubli for asoistance. 

Imniediately tho accident occurred I looked a'- II!Y 
watob. 'I he time waa 13·10. Tle opeed of the tmo 
when the accidtnt occurred wao about 16 miles an 
hour. 

'Guard Mul:u.W. Rau.-l wao guard of No. 2_1 up 
gocds of lOth Aprill907 from Harih~ to ?ubh •. 

My train was full load of 32 vehtcles mcludtn:t 
brske=SOO t< ns. 

The train l•ft Kundgol at righ~ time, 12:53. 
·When we arriv•d •t about 5-17 miles the dnvor 
whistled for brakes ; 1 applied these aud looked out. 
I oaw dust ftyiog and wagona falling over, and then 

tho train cams to a stand. I got out of my broke 
and want to whore the derailed wagons were lying. 
I founl the engine with one wagon att•obed on tho 
metalo, and a oecond wagon attached {M.S. No. 2192) 
with thoti'ont wbeelo on the railt and tho rear axle 
broken. The engine and the!B two wagons were 
about half a telegt"Bph poot in froot of tho dorail"d 
vebicleo. I examined the derailed vehioloo and 
found 19 in all capaized and der.iled. The roar 
portion of the trsin oonaioting of 11 v•hiol•o 
remained on the road. 1oent the driver into IIubli 
for assistance and protected my train, 01 per roleo, 
with detonatoro and flag•. I looked at my watoh 
after the accident hsd bappeueJ and it wao 13-10 
houra. The apeed wao about 15 mileo an hour when 
the acoident oconrred. 

I asked the t"o brakesmen whether they were 
injured and they replied nQ. 

~ 

Fet"'lllnde•, p..-manent-way itupeclor.-1 am tho 
permanent-way inspector In charge of tho oeotion. 
1 reo•ired notice of the accident at 16·4.0 honno and 
proceeied at ooca to tho opot •. 

On a•·riving 1 found that 18 wagono and a 8rd 
ci•BB brake bad been derailed at mile 6-17. 
:Mr. Goviud. ~alvant, the llubli permanent .. way 
inspector, had arriv~d earlier aud had m&de a l•ktttch 
of the d.railed veh1oleo and han~e.d tho ume to. mo. 
They were in muoh the 1a1D8 po"1t1on wbon I arnve :1. 
1 esaminad the road and found at milo 6-18 marb 
o! e whAOl on tho oloepera and tbat ons wheel had 
been dragged 180 feet to where all the Tehlolea 
derail•d· All tho derailed vehicle• (with the excep­
tion of one C. G. and M.S. 2192) ocoupied • opaeo 
of about 120 feet. Tho engine and one C. G. wagon 
11ere on tho rail• about 168 fo•t In front of tho 
derailed wagon•· 

I underotood the canoe of tho der•llmont waa a 
t>rokeu axle, but I ~id not examine thi1o The ruad 
wa1 io good running order. Damagel; done to 
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6. Thus the total number of persoas rc~o ha~e been kiiled and injured during 
the t1re!1·e months amounted to 2,217 and ;,2~· ~fe..:tn ely. 

IV.-,\ionber ~1 perso11s killed and wiur.·.l . f~C'Jents to trains, t·olling stock, etc., 

duri.;.z.!)c J'C ••'1908. 

7. The following is a summary ~f t~e numbe~ ?~ accidents, .as classified in. ~bstract 
Ko. 4, which occurred on the seyeral ratlll'ays a~cf w,ych resulted In loss oE hfc or lnJury_ t 
persons:- , 

~ •,second 
~·pat~ern 

PASSKNGKRS AND 
SERVANTS. TOTAL.) JUst Number ol OTH&RS. 

' accidentJ ' --
Railway. reported 

during the 
year 1908. i{i:[ed. Injured. l{illed. Injured. Killed, Injured. 

' 
.. . -. s' 6'' GAuos. 

Ben&:al~~·hgeur ... ... ... 10 2 3 I 6 3 9 
Eo'TObay, Baroda and Central India ... 5 24 34 3 9 27 43 

. ' Eastern Bengal State ... ... 4 I 10 I 4 2 •• 
East Indian . 

~9 9 32 10 S3 19 ss ... .. ... 
Great Indian Peninsula ... ... 11 ... 8 4 12 4 20 
Indian Midland ... ... ... 3 I 2 w ••• 3 I s 
Madras and Southern Mahratta ... 8 I 17 I 's 2 22 
His Highn~ss the Nizam's Guarant~ed State 2 ... ... 1 2 I 2 

North W<stern State ' 26 64 ... ... •• 17 :J1, 9 :JJ 
Oudh and Rohilkh•nd State ... ... 7 73 126 7 17 So 143 

' ' South Indian ... ... .. • - 8 I s I 'J 
:J' 31'' GAUGE. • ' Assam-Bengal .... ... I I • ol • ... ... . .. 

Bengal and North·We•tern ... ... 6 ... .s I s 1, 10 
Bhavnagar·Gondal-Junagad-Porbandar • !I ... • ... ll ... ... .. . -·- . B11rma ... ... ... ... 9 . .. 5 • 9 2 14 
Dibru·Sadiy a ... ... ... I • I - .. . . I ... ... 

.. . Eastern Eergal State ... . .. 3 ... 0 . .. I UO I 7 
Madras and Southern Mahratta ... a. ... 4 ... .. . ... 4 
Rajputana·Malwa ... .. 

8 6 :J 9 
... ... 3 3 .. . ' • . Rohilkund and Kumaon ... . .. 2 ... I . .. '3 ... 4 

South Indian ) - 14 
.... ... ... 4 ... 14 .. . .. . .. . . . 

SPECIAI. GAUGEs. ' • ' I • I Coach Behar (2'6") 
I ... ... I , ... I ... .. . Od 

Jo•hat (2' o") ... ... . .. I ... ... \ t I .. . I ... 
--

TOTAL> ... · ISJ 131 313 43 175 174 488 -· . -- - -
Previous year ... 139 61 191 I 40 120 101 31J 

8. With a~ increase of 1,049 miles, or 3'55 per cent. i;the mean mileage y,orked, and 
of 3,ogs,ooo mtles, or 2·48 per cent. in the train-mileao-e run the number of train accidents 
increased by 767• · " 1 

Th~ total number of persons of all classes killed by causes beyon.d their • control was 
174 agamst 1o1 and the number injured 488 against 3n. Out of a total of 3lll'I7 millions 

. 
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acrainst 305·89 millions of passengers' travellin,; and of 12 102.
9

, m·n· _ f -1 • 
1 ~ 84o·65 millions of miles travelled; 121 1)ass~~crers were''-'lledJa d

1 10
8n". 0. md• cs ~gamst 

. ' • · d Th' · " "" n 2 4 l~JUre :tglmst 45 k1lled ar.d 150 lfl]ure . IS gl\·es an averacre u£ one fafal casualty ·n 2 .6 -11 - • 
· 6 8 'II' f t -II' ~d 1 5 m1 lOll; agawst one m · o m1 10ns o persons rave rng, an an avera"e of one 1·11 100.0, -11 • • · 
· 6 · 'II' f 'I !I d · . o • r:11 1ons ao-a1nst one m 2 3 r 3 m1 10ns o re1 es trave e m 1gog and 1907 respectively. . " 

' 9• A brief description of some of the accidents resultincr in Joss f l'f · · 
· d t II' k . . " o 1 e, InJury to persons, or senous amage oro mg-stoc ·, ts g1ven below:-

(i) Bombay, _Baro1a and_Cen;rallndia Railway.-On the 26th June 190s, No. 5 down express tram colhded With No. 47 down goods train at !tela station due tot! d ·. 
d t · h · · . , 1e mer 

of.'No. 5 own ram avrng run agatnst s1g?als and to the disregard of rules bv the slltion 
staff. Twenty-~our passenger~ ~nd two rarlway .servants were killed and tbirt):·four pas3cn­
gers and five rarlway servants Ill JUred. The rollmg-stock was considerably d1maged. 

·. (ii). Eastern f!er.gal State Railway.~On the roth January r go8
1 

No. 119 up 
mat! tram was derailed on the platform loop of Mag-ra Hat station, due to excessive 
speed over the loop cross-over. One passenger and one railwav servant were killed and 
three pa,ssengers injured. The rolling-stock and permanent-way were considerably 
damaged, 

(iii) E'qst Indian Railwa)•.-On the 7th March rgoS, an vp goods train collided with 
a down goods train between 'Worsleyganj and K~shi-chak owing to false line clears havinno 
been given to the drivers d both trains. One railway senant was killed and si1 injured~ 
1he rolling-stock was considerably .damaged. . 

(iv) On the 8th March 19o8, an up express passenger train collided with an up van 
goods train at Somna station, due to disregard of rules, whereby line clear was given for the 
up passenger train before the line was actually clear. Two railway servants were killed 
and six injured. The rolling-stock was considerably damaged. 

(v) On the 3oth March 1gc8; a down goods train collided with an up goods train at 
Patna station, due to disregard of rules by the Station Staff.. Certain wagons on the up 
train which were loaded with kerosine oil, caught fire, and the blazing oil having splashed 
on to the engine of the down train burnt three of the engine crew- who subsequently 
succumbed to their· injuries. The permanent-way and rolling-stock were considerably 
damaged. . 

(vi) On the 21st June 1go8, an up p:1ssenger train collided with a down express 
passenger train at Rasulabad station owing to the points having been wrongly set. Four 
passengers were killed and fourteen passengers and five railway servants were injured. The 
rolling-stock was considerably damaged. . 

(vii) Gt'eat Indian Peninsula Railway.-On the stb August 19o8, N~: 172 up goods 
train collided with No. 137 down goods train at mile 347 between _Sava!JI and ~ulbarga 
stations, owing to line clears having been wrongly given to both tratns. The ~m:e~ and 
fireman of the down train were killed and the driver and fireman of the up tram tn) ured. 
The rolling-stock was considerably damaged, · 

(viii) North Western State Railway.-On the 4th August !9oS, N_o. 34 d~w~ passen!'er 
train was derailed at mile 725-15 between Pacca Anna and Gojra stations, owm, tn the hoe 
ha~ing been breached through heavy rain. One passenger ~vas killed and two passengers 
injured. The rolling-stock and permanent-way were considerably damaged. 

(ix) On. the :z6h Se tember 19os, No. 88 down goods tra.in collided with a shunting 
enaine with 29 vehicles ~ttached at Phillour station, owing to the carelessness ot~te d locd 

'and traffic staff. Four wagons .;,.,ere derailed .. The shunter an~ fireman •:ere 1 e an 
the guard and driver slightly injured. The rolhng-stock was senously dam~oed. . 

(x) On the 3rd December 1go8,. No. 3 up mail ~rain co~lided with ~0• 4 down i "::~If a: 
mile 1029 between Mustafabad and Barar~ stations due tohne c.\e:r ha;~~~lf:~h; ;pposi~e 
4_down mail after permission ha:d been g1~en for No.3 up malk'lle~r and twenty passen• 
direction. Fifteen passengers and seven railway_ servants were 1

• 1 dama«ed 
gers and four railway servants injured. The rolhng-stock was senous Y o · 

, . N assenuer train collided with a ballast 
. (x1) On the 3ot.h Dece'mber.Igo8, O: 7 up! P Th~ee passen.,.ers were injure! one 

tram at Jaaraon stat1on due to dtsregard of rues. . o d 
of whom lied subseque~tly. The rolling-stock was senously damage ' 

.. . R .1 -On the 6th 1\!ay 1908, No. 23 up passen-
(xu) Oudh and Rohz lkhand State az way. .1 84

•
7 

between Dasna and Ghaziabad, 
ge~ train collided with No. 25 down passenger at ~~ e me block section at one time, 
owmg to both trains having been allo~ed on toantse ,~:re killed and one hundred and 
S_eventy-two passengers and seven rarlway se~. d The rolling-stock was seriously 
e•ghteen passen"ers and one railway servant InJure • 
damaaed " 

" ' ) 0 the 29th June 1goS!, No. 87 mail train 
• (xiii) . South Indian Railway (5' .6" Gauge 'ti n d e to the carele;sness of the station 

colhded With No. JO mixed train at T1rupattur sta on, u 
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staff in admitting the mail on the wrong line, Eight P.assengers and five railway servants 
were slightly injured. _ . · 

· (xiv) Bengal and North· Western Railway.-On tl1e 12th January lgoS, No. 20 down 
mixed train colli.ded with an ?P goods .special train between Kanti .and Muzaffarp~r, due 
to the latter hav1ng started WJthout a !me clear. One servant was k11led and three Injured, 

(xv) South Indian Railway {3' 3i" Gauge).-On the 2oth June tgoS, while No. 40 
mixed train was running between Valavanur and Kandamangalam stations it parted owina 
to the coupling not having been properly secured and the two parting portions collided, 
Ten passengers were slightly injured. 

SIMLA; } 

Dated the 8th ']ul:J1909. 

Documents accompanyt'ng, 

J, Abstract return o(accidents for the twelve 
months ended the 31st December tgo8, with 
appendices thereto. 

2, Diagram sflowing for each year from 1890 
to 1908 certain statistical results relating to 
a~ciaents. 

R. C. F. VOLKERS, 

Secretary, Rail'll!a:J Board. 

G. C. B. P • Simla.--No. 194 R. B.-13·7•og.-r,ooo-R.G.G. 


