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ABSTRACT No. 1.

GENERAL TOTAL,

NuaBER of PERSONS reported, during the TWELVE . MoNTHS ended the 31st December 1903, a3 EILLED
or INJURED Oon ALL RAILWAYS open for TRAVFIC in INDIA, distinguishing between PASSENGERS,
RAILWAY SERVANTS and OTHER PERSONS; and-distinguishing also, in the casa of the two former

.classes, between ACCIDENTS caused DY ACCIDENTS to TRAINS, ROLLING-STOCK

, PERMANENT-WAY,

etc., and ACCIDENTS happening otherwise. [-, -
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ABSTRACT No. 3.

' - > - -
AcCIDENTS to TRAINS, ROLLING-STUCK, PERMANENT-WAT, ete., reported during the TweLvE soxTas ended th, Slst D:comber 1903, as having occurred on the several Ratuwars open for
TRaPrIc in INDIa, distinguishing the different onA93%s of AccIDENTS and the numbeér of passevaERs anl op 283, and of RAILWAY SBRVANII KILLED OF INJURED in ench class of accide at.
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TRAFPIC in INDLA, distinguishing the different oLASSES of AcOrDENTY and the number of PassENGERS and oTHERS, and of RAILWAY SERVANTS KTLLED or INJURED in each class of accident—contd.
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Ansrracr No. 3.—Accipexts to 78
Ivpia, distinguishing the

TRAFFIC 1D

AINS, ROLLING-STOCK, PERMANENT-WAY, etc., reported durine tha TweLve voNTA3 ended the 31st December 1903, as haviny occurred on the several RATLWAYS Ope
different cLAsSES of ACCIDENTS and the number of PASSENGERS and OTHERS, and of RAILWAY SERVANTI KILLED or INJURED in each class of aceident——contd.

1. Collisiona between passenger trains
or parts of passenger traing .

9., Collisions between passenger traing
snd goods or minersl] traing, en-

gines aud vehicles standing foul

of theline . . . .

8. Collisions botween goods traios or
parts of goods trains - .

£, Collisions between light engines .
5. Passenger trains or parts of pas-
aenger trains loaving the rails

@. Goods traiusor parts of goods traiua,
engines, etc., leaving t_he r?ﬂ' .

%, Trains or engines travelling in the
wrong direction through points .

8. Trains ruuning into stations or
sidings nt too high a speed .
9. 'Trains running over cattle on the line
10. Ditto over obstructions on
the line . . . . N

11. Traine rooning through gates at
level-crossings B . «

12, Tle bursting of boilersof engines,
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jury to bridges or viaducts .
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rra¥rio in InD1a, distinguishing the different crasses of accipenTs and the number of passENGERs and oTHERS, and of RAILWAY SERVANTS KILLED or INJURED in each class of aceident —contd.
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TRAFPIC In INDIA, distinguishing the different crLasses of scotpENTS and the number of PASsENGERS and OTHERS, and of RATLWAY SERVANTS KILLED or INJURED in each class of accident-—contd.
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»e Of theso, six were not puasengers.
% Of these, eleven werd not passepgers,

- 11 Of theso, five wore not passengera. [
‘E.? Ol these, fifteen were not passengera,

Of these, one wad pot 8 passenger,



ABSTRACT No. 5.

PrOPORTION of PASSENGERS KILLED and INJURED on the SEVERAL RAILWAYS open for TRAPFIC iy
InDIA from causes beyond their own control in PASSENGER JOURNEYS for the years 1892 to 19

t
3
4

t

/

NUMEER oF PASBENGRBR3 EILLED PROPORTION BETURNED 49 KILLED AND INJURE
AND INJURRD FROM OATSES (Fnou OAUSES BEYOND THEIB OWN UONTBOL)
PEYOND THERIB OWK CONTROL | Number of passenger $0 NUMEER CABRIRD,
VEOM ACCIDEKTS TO TEAINS. jonrneya (inclusive of
Yziz, - journeys by season —_—
ticketeholders). . .
Killed. - Injured. Killed, Injured,

1892 . 8 42 127,280,914 liz 15,908,864 | 1in 8,020
T 51 84 135,262,050 | lin 2,652,215 1in 13,6102
v ' . ) ‘

1694 SN 1 85 145,462,548 1in 145,462,546 lin 1,711,
1805 . ' 8. 87 151,728,981 lin 18,965,498 . 1in 4,100,864
1896 e 24 03 159,162,589 lin 6,881,775 1in 1,711,4
1897 .o 22 128 150,618,092 lin 6,846,277 1ia 1,176,70
1898 . 6 68 150,567,899 lin 25,094,649 1in 2,281,83}
1899 v 8 89 189,542,715 1in 28,220,988 1in 2,890,08
1900 ., 14 85 175,667,016 | 1in 12,847,707 1in 2,066,68
WL, ., 3 a7 177,852,204 | 1in 59,284,068 1in 8,784,08!
1902 N 127 184 189,056,611 lin 1,488,634 lin 1,027,431;
13 ., 50 116 210,282,000 | 1lin 4,204,620 1in 1,812,396
190 , ‘
3 ' 11 83 227,097,000 Tin* 20,645,182 1in 2,736,108
. . I

1905 e . 3 .

| 140 248,167,000 1 in 82,719,000 1 in 1,772,55(

=.= ___-——- N



Appendix I to the abstract return of accidents on Indian railways for
the twelve months ended the 31st December 1905.
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Report of the jJrocced_ihgs of a joint mquiry held on the 1st, March 1903, to investigate the
circumstances altending the derailment of No. 4 Down mixed train «f wmile 90 -922,

betweed Lalmai and Comilla stations, Section I, Assam-Bengal railway, on the wight
sof the 28rd February 1905.

.
N .

" . The committee was composed of the following officers :—

V. Woobs, dcting Agent President.

‘W. B. VENTERS, dcting, District Engineer ias ere

A. J. CooPER, District Iraffic Superintendent ... Members.

A. JAMES, dseistant Locomotive Superintendent . .
W..CHADWICK, Senor Governmient Inspector of Railways, Assum :

H. W. P. S8CROOPE, l)istrict Magistrate of Comillu . } Present.

E. C.'RYLAND, Assistant Inspector General of Police, Seulduh

DESCRIPTION. .

The engine of No: 4 Down mixed train when passing mile 90/22-23 suddenly left the
road on the right hand side and rolled down the bank ; eight goods wagons, one gas-lolder and
two bogie third class carriages being derailed and the two former scattered about the road.
The driver of the train (Gore) sustained serious injuries. The fireman (Methuen) was also
seriously jnjured and subsequently died from the effects of his injuries. Fireman DBaptiste
and the khallasi were aléo slightly hurt. No passengers complained of being injured.. The

accident happened at about 22-15 hours.

The Tolling stock and pérmanent-way were seriously damaged.

[]
LS

LOCALITY. : - ’

. *The accident occurred on the level and straight at mile 90/22-23. The height of bank
was'8 feet (formation). The line was partially ballasted with bri¢k ballast.

¥ .
t -

A. W. Baptiste—I was guard of No. 4 Down
mixed train on thé 23rd February. I left Com-
illa at 21-58, My train consisted of 16 coach-
ingand 12 goods vehicles, At mile 90/22-23
I felt a severe jerk and was thrown off my
geat. I stood up and felt another jerk.. I
opened the door of the brake-van and got out;
the train had quite stopped. I went towuards
the engine. Some of the passengers had
already got out of the carriages. I'met the
Commissioner of Thitfagong and Mr. Savage,
1 opened the door and let the pessengers out;
one third elass and poste) canted over, I
went to the engine and searched for the driver
and fireman, I met fireman DBaptiste.
He told me thet driver Gore was lying on the
other side. I found driver Gore who told me
he was severely hurt and asked me to assist
him to a carriage, I took him to the first
clags carriage occupied by Mr. Savage. Iwent
back to the engine. and found fireman
Methuen. He was conscious, He told me
that he was completely: smashed up. The
accident happered at 22-15 hours. When I
examined the train the-engine was lying on
its side at the foot of the bank, the guods
vehicles were derailed and scattered sbout and
two bogie thirds were derailed. The Commis-
sioner of Chittagong "asked me o examine the
road, I1Ie found a bolt close to the joint.

EVIDENCE.

The rail on the left hand side was opened out
and was then put off. The rail on the right
hand side had been dragged awey altogether,
I found nothing else besides the fish bolt.
The train was going at nbout 20 milesan’ hour,
The Commissioner did not give me a fish-plate,
I did not see him give a fish-plate to any one.
The moon was up, but it was'a bit hazy when
I left Comills. . ,

. 1 .

W. B. Fenters, officiating district engineer,
Chittagong.—I was travelling from Badarpur by
No. 12 Down of the 23rd February. At Comilla
I learned from the statidn master that No. 4
Down Lad been derailed. On approeching
the scene of the accident we pissed over some
fog-signals and saw s brake-van lamp placed
on the road. *Mr. Luson and Mr Savage both
came back with me and showed me where the
joint had been opened out, There ‘were no
fish-plates or'fish bolts, - Mr. Lison gnve me
one fish bolt without nut or washer whicl he
had picked up himself, He also said that he
had found a fish-}late which he had given to
the guard. The left -hand rail looking to-
wards Lalmai was slewed to the Tleft o dis-

« jtance of two Teet or so and was pushed for-

ward a foot. Up to the point at which the
broken joint began the rond was quite good ;



2

beyond, the road was badly torn up. ' The no hut but keep them in the gate lodge at

richt hand rail was torn awey from the sleep- mile 92/17. As far as I can remember I have
ers. There were some , sleepers holding on received no orders about the custody of tools,
to the left hand rail, but they had been dis- I submit monthly yeturns of tools and plant,

" placed. On the first sleeper beyond the break and in order to arrive-at the fizuresmy time-
there were the marks of wheels; these, when keeper verifies the tools by actual count.
the rail was properly fished up again, would The last verification was made in February,
be six inches on the right hand side of each = Gang No. 43 was working in the 89th mile
rail. The end of one of the displaced rails on the 23rd ; gapg No. 44 was working in the
(the left one) bore no marks, the right hand 92nd mile. The mates and keymen of gangs go -
rail I did not examine. It was below the over their lengths daily. Gang No. 43 worked
wreck. After examination of the wreck I at mile 90/22-23 about a month ago, going °
returnéd to Comilla and took No, 12 Down ° over their length towards Lalgmai. No rail
to the scene of the accident for transhipment renewals are being made. Keymen have not
of passengers with No. 3 Up. 1 saw no been opening out fish-plates. It is not neces--
traces of any fish bolts or plates on the 24t sary to do so to renew sleepers, Keymen, are

though I searched for them. On the 27th I not allowed to remove fish plates except in .
_searched the borrow pits, which contained the presence of myself or g responsible mate.

water. On the east side of the line, about a A man working alone could remove four fish-
rail’s length from the broken joint towards plates and bolts from a joint in about 15
Comilla, we found seven bolts without nuts minutes and with a crow-bar could slew the
“vor washers in the water, On the west side  ‘'road without difficulty two or three inches at
of the line we found two fish plates in the the particular mileage six inches to a foot ‘in: -
water. I am certain that the engine was the short time, I noticed s smsll markon the .
first vehicle to leave theline. In my opinion first left hand rail after the break. While
“the derailment was due to the slewing of the working at the diversion on the 24th I found,
road after removal of the fish bolts and plates. *~  at about 10 hours, a nut and washer (pro- -

iy, duced) smongst the ballast. This was before

Recalled,—When 1 said ‘that there was no any linking gvas done, for the linking material

new mark or marks that misht have been was brought from Lalmai and Laksam. _.;[re-
ed bv the ensine or any wheel strikin ported this to Mr. Venters on_ the same’ day

causzt W he rail My g on his return from Laksam. My opinion is
the joint of the rail. - that the accident is due to the joints having ,

b — ' been opened out and the road slewed. I sus-

R. G. Sinclair, Permanent-way Inspector, Laksam. fneic:;ahat itd bag been done by certain dis-
—1I got an all concerned telegram from Lalmai ssed persons.
reporting the derailment of No. 4 Down mixed

mark on the left hand rail I megnt to say no

of the 23rd February. I found that ond joint Baij Nath, mats of gang No. 43.—1 live in the
was open without any fish-plates and the rails ang hut et Lelmai. Two other gangmen
had been separated. The left hand rail was ive there. I keep all tools in my charge’ in

15 inches off and slewed 2 ft. 3 inches to the the gang hut, On the night of the 23rd
left and the right hand reil 13 ft. 5 inches February the tools were correct.” I checked

shead. I saw no fish plates or bolts there at them myself. The keyman returned from his*
" . the time. Mile 90/22-23 is in gang No. 43 rounds at about 5 o’clock in the evening and™
whose length runs from mile 88 to mile 91. gave in all his tools. ' b
Gang* 44 works from mile 91 to mile 94, i} —_—
There are seven men including keyman and Tamiz Uddin, gate-keeper at mile 92.— My,
one mate in each gang, Between miles 88 gate lodge is about 24 miles from the scene

and 94 there is only one gang hut, which is of the accident. When gang No2A 44 works
at Lalmei station. I have no tool boxes; the near my gate the tools are kept with me
tools remain with the mate who is responsible when they do not keep their tools themselves,
for them. Inthe case of gang No. 43 he On the night of the accident the tools were
lives in the gang hut at Lalmai. No other .. not with me, I wasin the gate lodge on the
gangman lives 1n the hut. Gang No. 44 has *  night of the accident,. )

" | 3

FINDING. .

) We are unanimously of opinion that the accident was due "t the removal of the fish-
plates and bolts and the slewing of the line, by some person or persons unknown with the
intention of wrecking a train. We have given some consideration to the theory that the joints
had been opened out by gangmen in the course of their work. Against this we have Mr,
Sinclair’s evidence that the gang had not warked there for a month. Further, that keymen are ..
under orders not to open fish-plates. In any case they would hardly remove all four fish-plates’ .

at a joint at the same time. The fact, moreover, that the fish plates were thrown into the -
borrow pits finally disposes of this theory. ' "

_ We have further M_r. Venter's evidence as to the marks on the sleepers, “and this '?(.zon-
vinces us that the slewing of the road was the cause and not the outcome of the derailment.

The left hand rail next to the o joint the positi ; sh 8 o
found wnless the road had beenl:lyz w.']:clll.l could not have assumed e 1.)5:s1t1on in which it was -

[ R¥ |

over th: xt;gl.d also point out that No. 11 Up had less than one 310111' prev:ou:ly pasdsed fa.fely

. We attach to these papers a statement made by Mr. Luson, the Commissione.f of Chitta-

gong. This confirms our conviction that the road was tamper ith
plates had been made away with before the aclc;i dent. P? ed with and shows that the FSh[‘-
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We would also express our opinion that the work was that of some one intimately
acquainted with permanent-way and who either is or has at some period been in railway
service. - o - o

In connection with this case we would recommend that lock-up bins be provided im-
mediately for the custody of gangmen’s tools, but we recognize the impossibility of compelling
local men employed on the line to live in gang huts as recommended by the Government of

*, India in their letter No. 742-R. T. of the 1st Qctober 1897.

-~
a

" A.J. COOPER, . V. WOODS,
i - Distriet Traffic Superintendent. Acting Agent.
‘a W. B. VENT_ERS, ' A. JAMES,
Acting Listrict Engineer, Assistant Locomotive Superintendent.

« No. 15t Section.

IR .

13

. 'Remarks by the Senior Government Inspector of Ruilways.

' I | inspected the scene of the accident on the afternoon of February 24th, and was pre-
- sent at the general enquiry on March 1st.

* ¥ When inspected by me the rails had been rejoined, but from the wheel marks on the
joint sleeper, and from the statement made by the District Engineer as to the condition of
the permanent-way when he arrived on the spot, the cause of the accident was apparent, and
the evidence at the enquiry suggested no other possible cause. I therefore agree with the
¢« Finding.';

A reward of Rs. 1,000 has been offered for any information leading to the conviction of
the criminals, and the matter is being rigorously investigated by the Railway and Civil Police

."in co-operation, and I believe two men have already been arrested on suspicion.

. s* It may be mentioned that an accident due to precisely the same cause occurred near Feni,
-about 35 miles south of the site of the present one, on November 20th, 1902, and it is possible
that there may be some connection between them.

4 *
At the Feni enquiry, as in this, it was suggested that the gangmen’s tools should be kept
. at night in lock-up bins, With the gangmen living in various villages it may, however,
~ occasionally occur that to take the tools to the bin at the close of the day’s work would neces-
sitate an extra two tothree miles walk, and to avoid this gangmen would be likely to take
their tools to their houses whatever orders were given. :

L owE ‘Possibly the introduction into each gang of a certain number of up-country men who
- would live in huts near the line, might get over the difficulty.

Documents accompanying, - W. CHADWICK,"
Annexure No. 1. Senior Government Inspector. -

-
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1in Appendix L to the abstract return of accidents on Indian
Anngﬁ::ws for I1);%2e twelve months ended the 31st lgecg;nber 1905. -

» L
"
)

Statement of Mr. H, Luson, Offg. Commissioner of the Chitlayong Divi_aia'n.. th

a3 travelling in No. 4 Down mixed train on the night of the 23rd Instant.at.the time
of th: :cacbident, toggther with Mr. H. Savage, C.5.L, Commi§sioqer of Dacca, on special dut_y.
We joined the train at Akhaura. He occupied one first class comparttpenﬁ of,:the long hog}é
composite carriage, and I the other first ¢lass compartment of that carriage wh}ch was third in
order of the passenger coaches. The train arrived at Comilla somewhat before time. ."ft_.:s.ta‘a:xcrte.d-
fromn Comilla some 10 or 15 minutes after the mail train from Chandpur had come oy
eared to be running at the usual pace. When less than § an hour after leaving:
Comi}}r:: a%)pwans startled by hea%ing a loud ﬁzzing in a fixed place ahead dowp on the right., L_.'
thought that it was an explosion of some sort going on below a culvert or bridge and that the'
train was passing over it. I opened the door on the right immediately and,jumped down on
to the path alongside whilst the carriage was still moving. Refore doing so I had, felt the
carriage being pulled up violently. On alighting I saw the 8 or 10 goods wagons which were
between the engine and the passenger coaches all crumpled up. I was afraid that several of
the passenger coaches were going to be smashed up too, but the first one settled down ab an
angle. The loud fizzing of steam, which I found was from the engine down the bank, con- |
tinued ; and it seemed to me that probably somet.th.g would explode. '

Mr. Savage and 1 examined the rails and sleepers and bank to see if we could ascertain
the cause of the accident. Under the second passenger carriage, the one in front of ours,
we found that the line was all right vp to the point where the rails ended. Here' jt seemed
" _to us that the fish-plates and bolts and nuts had been previously removed. We calrled Baptiste
“the guard to come and see this. ~On the left hand side of the line we found lying among. the,

ballast one bolt but no fish-plates or nuts. The bolt I kept and subsequently handed to Mr."
Venters. It showed no signs of force, and the nut liad evidently very recently been un-,
screwed from it. . At the end there awas a slight bright mark as of a hammer used to knock
it out. On the right side of the line we found, as on the left, no signs of injury to the. ends
of the rails but the empty holes for bolts. There was one fish-plate lying on the metalling
about 3 or 4 yards ahead of the place where the continuance of the rails had been severed.
The right rail had been dragged apparently by the force of the accident some 10 or 12 feet
from where the rails ended in good order, whilst the left rail was only moved a foot or so. "
The fish-plate picked up bore nosigns of injury whatever, but had evideritly been only recently
removed. I gave this fish-plate to Baptiste the guard. Mr. Savage and I examined the whole
surroundings as carefully as we could, but it isto be remembered that we djd so at njght though
there was a good moon and the sky wasclear. The permanent-way which was ballasted
appeared to us to be in good condition. = The sleepers all seemed bard and good. We conld
think of no reason for the accident except the previous removal of the fish-plates on-both rails
at the same point. It occurred to us that the work had not been done by amateurs, for we
saw no evidence of clumsiness about it. It struck us at first that the fish-plates might have been
left out by mistake through the negligence of careless workmen, but we gave up that theory as” -
we did not see signs of recent repairing of the line, and another train had about three-quarters
of i hour before passed over the spot.  'The missing bolts, fish-plates and nuts, except those
found which might have been dropped by mistake, we thought had possibly here been thrown
into the water of the borrow pits below the line. Presently Mr. Venters, District Engineer
of -the line, who was travelling in No. 12 Down, came from Comilla on getting the news

delivered by my chaprasis. Mr. Savage and I informed him of our views about deliberate
wreoking. ‘ '

The place is just such as would be chosen for the purpose of wrecking a train. It is in
open country with no villages or houses within easy distance, It is on a fairly high -bank
with almost continous water in the large borrow pits on either side. - -

I have telegraphed to the Assistant Inspector General of Railway Police, Sealdah, to
conduct the railway police enquiry personally, and to the District Magistrate of Tippera to .
co-operate fully in the most searching investigation; and I will see that the police do their
utmost. The Agent has already offered a reward of Rs. 1,000 ifor any outside evidence
leading to conviction. I think that the rajlway authorities should also examine their own

staff very carefully in order to ascertain whether it is likely that some disuatisfied employé
was the perpetrator. ' " :

*
L]

Pioneer Press No. 2252.—3-8-06.

o



Appendix IT to the abstract return of accidents on Indian rai
PP for the twelve months ended the 31st December 160%. railways

[y
*

Report of the proceedings of a joint enquiry held on the 28th December 1905,
. to investigate the circumstances of the derailment of No. 4 Down

mized train at mile 144-8, near Mantala station,

on the 27th December 1905.

Assam-Bengal railway,

The; committes was composed of the following officers :—

R. S. Hawxins, Locomotive and Carriage Superintendent

W. B. Vexters, District Engineer

. A. J. Coorsr, District Traffic Superintenden . . .
W. A. CoseravE, SubsDivisional Magistrate of Habiganj .
E. E. Francis, Chief Medical Officer, Assam
H. R.. Wavrron, Government Inspector of Railways . .

President.
:} Members.

engal ratlway . ..} Present.

DeEscrreTiON.

On the 27th, December, at about 1.7-4;4 hours, § goods wagons, 1 third class bogie and
1 combined postal and third class bogie, 1 C class composite and the brake van of No. 4
down mixed train were derailed at mile 144.8, Three of the wagons were thrown off, and

two across, the line.

The third class bogie telescoped into one of the wagons lying across

the line and two of its' compartments were smashed in, resulting in injury to three native
third class passengers who were its occupants, two of whom subsgquently died.

The line at the site of the accident is straight and level, and partly ballasted. The

road up to mile 144-7} is" rough-packed. The permanent~way and rolling-stock wen
damaged to the extent of Rs. 509 and Rs. 6,496, respectively.

EvIDENCE.

A. J. Castelino, guard.—1 was guard of No.4
down mixed train of the 27th December 1805; my

train on leaving Itakhola was marsballed in the

following order :— .

- Engine No. 91-41, W. C. @. No, 389, W. C., G.
No. 786, 1. C. G. No. 448, W. C. G. No. 335, I. C. G.
No. 1280, I.C. G.No. 1,805, W.C., G. No. 736,
1. C. G. No. 2,150, 3rd class bogle No. 608, Postal
and third class bogie No. 601, C, eomposite No, 512,
brakevan No. 1,557, 3rd class bogies Nos. 658 and
545 and brakeran No. 1,688, .

I left Ttakbols at 17-1 hours or 22 minutes late.
The booked time on the line olear ticket was 17
bours. It was datk when the train left Jtakhola.

The driver end I exchanged an all-right signalom

leaving Itakhola with hand pignal lamps, Almost *

200 yards from the point, when the train came to
astand, I folt my brakevan osoillating. I puton
vy brake snd afters short time, say less thana
mioute, the train came to a stand. I looked ab
my watch;it was then 17-14 Lours. I walked
alopg the firain and found that there was a serious
deraiiment; and sent & message to Mantala station by
the driver msking for mssistamce, Three third class
passengers were ' injured, First assistance arrived
from Akhsura st about 20 hours. The permanent-
way inspector, Akhaurs, sccompanied this train;
also the station master and driver-inecharge, Akba-
urae J aceompanied the permanent-way inspec-
tor, Akhaurs, immediately after -be arrived to shew
him the first mark.of derailment. He walked in
towards ltskhola after “eecing this and palled to

~

me to shew me parta of & broken azle. box. Goard

Bigglie, of No, 12 down mixed, also came up ak
the time. When the permanent way-inspector ealled
me, I had gone to look atthe mileage on the tele-
graph post. There-was an inferval of about 3 or 4
nioutes between the time of his
me to nes the parts of the broken axle box,' ] do
not think that from the time of hia -first arrival to
the time of my accompanying him to the point of
first derailment ba had an opportunity of going to
the place where the broken axle 'box was found.

- ]

leaving and calling |

- 1447,

When 1 firct wentto the place thers was ane piec
only. Onthe morning of the 28th when I accom
panied the Investigatiog officers to the place ‘ther

- were three pieces.

J. Soares, driver.~1 was driver of No. 4 dow
mized train of the 27th December. I left Itakhol
at 17 hours. About § or 8 telegrapb pests fro

" the poiot where the train came toastand,I fo

the train Jmlliug heavily. On looking back on ti
right band side I saw a waggon on the cant. I tol
my fireman to put on the hand brake; I shut o
steam and whistled for guard’s brakes. The trai
ported, I put on my vacuum brake and brougl
the engine with'three goods vehicles to & stand abo
15 yards from the parted portion. When I can
toa stand I loocked at my. watch gnd it was 17-1
bours. 1 felt uothing wrorgoo the voad. X wi
travelling'at abont 18 or 19 milss an hour at fl
time of the aceident. The gunard eent me on
once to Mantala with a message asking for sesiste
ance. ‘There was no caution order given to ma at -
Itakbola. It was dark enongh st Itakhola to neces-
sitate ouy uwsing hand sigoal lamps. I could not .

" ges which vehiole had canted over, but asfarasl

could make out, it was near the leading brakevan

- and was an iron covered goods waggon.

—

- BT Séeemy, pormanent-way inspector, Akha-

‘wras~1 teceived sa -all-voncerned message of an

accident mear Mantals, I left Akhaura with the
rolief train with materials and gange. We arrived
at the sceme of the accldent about 20 hours. I
walked slong the line to trace the point of first~
derailment,” I found the 4irst wheel mark at mile
I walked further ahead (7. ¢, towards Ita-
kbola). The guard and some of my stalf followed
me. I came upon balf of an axle box (one pieca
only) also some pieces were strewn slong the line
between miles 144-7 and 144-8. I called the guard's



attention to it ; while doing a0 the guard and driver of
No. 12 down mixed train oame up; I also ocalled
them to seo the brokem axle box. The diiver-ine
charge of Akhaura came upand I drew hisattens
tion to it as well and he marked the spot. The local
police came up snd I showed it to them. I puton
» mate to watoh it. Almost two hours later my
sub-inspector found a brass axle beating and anciher
piece of an axle boxr between mile 144-8 and 7 er
144-7 and 8 and I bad them placed with the piece
jast found, The station master, Mantala, told me
on arrival thers that the train had parted two of
three times and oollided, according toa story told
him by passengors. I was last over this portion of
the rond on the 24th December on a trolly. There
pre eleven rail lengths of partly ballasted road at
the site of the acoident, whioh have been opened for
packing. I csnnoteay whether the road was open
at the fime I last trollied overit. I canoot be cer.
taio when the road was last packed. When I arrived
at the scene of the accident I found thatthe mate
was already on the spot. Thers were them three
gangs present. "I -was the first tofind the broken
arle box. This was aboub half an hour after my

arrived st the site of the acoident befors we had
retarned to Itakholas. When I met him, he reported
that the train bad been travelling at excessive spced.

Binda, gang mals.—I1 was in my gang hut at
the time of the acoident. I had been working on
27th Deocember st the north distant signal of Man.
tala (i.2., & mile and half from the scene of the acci-
dent). The road atthe site of the accideat was
oFened out about twenty days ora month age, Ths
sleepors were packed but the road was loft open by
the orders of the platelayer. I heard the sound of
the acoident and oame to the place. I arrived thers
before the platelayer. I found the pieces of a bro-
ken axle box. I showed them to the platelayer
when he armived,

Mokabir sub-permanent-wazy inspecior—~1 are
rived at the sceme of the amccident at18-45 hours,
Oo arrlval Isaw there & piece of a broken axle box,
Binlhs, maie of the gang, was standing there at the

arrival. I looked ugon this as important and as time. The axle box wesat mile 144-7 and 8. I
being the cause of the acoident and therefore drew found the brasses between mile 144-8 and 7. I
attentlon toit acd was anxious to have aa many went back to Itakbola for materials, I was notat
witnesses as possible and marked the ilaca‘ The the scene of the accident when the permanent-way
sub-permanent-way inspector lives at Itakhola, Hoe inspeator arrived.

FinpIng.

We are unanimously of opinion that the derailment was caused by the change in the
road from the earth ballast to the stone ballast. The first eleven rails of the latter having
been opened out and severel sleepers in the first rail being unpacked, it ‘cansed the vehicles to
bound when leaving the earth ballasted part of the road, which waa quite firm, this bourd or
jump of the vehicle being considerably increased by the fact of the second rail of the opened
ballast being r_‘lf” out of cross level and this caused the flange of one. wheel of one vehicle to
mount the rail, on top of which it ran for about a rail and-a-hslf and then dropped on to the
foot of the rail, on which it ran for a considerable distance and till it dropped off the foot
of tbe rail the train staff were unaware of the derailment, hencs the distance the train was
pulled from the first point of derailment. In conclusion we are of opinion, from a close per-
zonal inspection of the site and the marks on the rails and sleepers, that the broken axle box
referred to in‘the evidence was the result of the derailment and not the canse.

. e ——————— - . .
—
- .

. Remarks by Acting dgent.
T agree generally with the finding as to the cause of the accident.

The - immediate blame for want of isi Is vy inep
chould be somearty Qealt oin, nt of supervision falls up?n the permanent-way inspector _who

It is evident from the finding that the committee of enquiry believed that the pieces of
axle box were deliberately placed and stated to have been found with a view to create a false
lmpression as to the cause of accident, but some further recorded evidence on this point would
have been more satisfactory ; this matter should be further investizated . by the Eagineering

‘ gig%:tﬁigf and if intentional decepti'on seems proved, the persons at fault should. be severely

Remarks by the Government Inspector of Rarflwayc.

I agree with the finding of thec)mmittee. ‘On arrival at thesite of the acel i -
garly ;gonnng of December 28th, I mado a careful examination of the road wh?:l::di%t ';':rﬂ;g
Thcou gather, had not been touched siace the occurrence of the accident the evening before.
The ea‘;th dpnckad road up to a point three rail lengths north of tele raph post 144-7 was found
:,ﬁa. good order; from this point the road was found very ecantily ballasted with probably less

dn ii:zz b:llllgw feet per foot rua, barely enough for packing, with no allowance for boxing
;I;d v;)ee IZEt. tlf:ere was had _been opene<_1 out for a length of 11 rails and -to all appearance

had dn 80 Jetk Ior some considerable period ; there were no sigus of the road having recently
oi e;;e at::;ntnon. The joints over this portion were very much *down ” giving the “top
of eI nr:hé ﬁ: x\;ihke aESeaza,nce 3 gauge was correct, but cross levels generally a good deal

beix'lg the f : a].‘ edsf.qd rail length eight sleepers out of the eleven were found to .rock, -
unpa.ckgd Theplzzt d; in each of the second and third rail lengths, five eleepers were similarly
. Joint on the earth packed road was packed somewhat high and 45 feet

from this point A .
the whedl ml:;lll:s ,sh%l:v Eaetmlzsaii road, the right hand rail was found %" Jower than the left ;

) e mounted the left rail about hers and dropped off i
g;‘lala?tgd 3: ‘ge::sfurﬂ&;zr. on, I hag no hesitation in concluding that the bad s'ﬂ;e ofothe();:iclle
hebe runnings :;1 f:ﬁnz;:‘aeoom&t fﬁr the derailmtt:ent of alight or partially loaded four
: h an e permanent-way inspector i imarni
responsible for the accident, as th’e road BhowI:l every sign{; £ 1o é’ﬁ:ct'r_ is undoubtedly primarily



3

According to Guard _Castelino, the train was running 22 minutes late and came to a
stand 18 minutes after leaving I_ta.khola. station ; the driver makes the time for this run of
81 miles, 16 minutes. Allowing one minute each for starting and stopping, this gives a
speed of, according to the guard, 17} and according to the driver 14 miles an hour ; but the
time table speed is 20 miles an hour and after the derailment of the first waggon the train
travelled about 640 yards before being brought to & stand. The grades on leaving Ttakhola
are favourable for a dowa train, ¢.c., 8,000 feet of level, 1,800 feet of 1 in 800 up, 900 feet
level, 2,200 feet 1 in 200 down, 1,500 feet 1 in 250 down, 1,500 feet level, and 500 feet of 1
in 300 down to the point of derailment, Taking these points into coneideration there i every
probability that the train was travelling at considerably greater speed than the 18 or 19 miles
an hour given by the driver,

As regards the broken axle-box referred to in the evidence, the possibility of this as a
canse of the accident was carefully considered on the ground ; several pieces of axle boxes seem
to have been deliberately placed at a point alongside the line just befora the point of derailment
ig reached, but two pieces produced as forming part of one and the same axle box did not
correspond. .

An axle box cover, obviously in the place where it fell, was found by one of the investigat-
ing officers on the slope of the bank near the fence which was bespattered with oil; this
point was 185 feet beyond the point of derailment and it seems practically certain that the
axle box broke shortly atter, and asa result of the derailment.

1 would recommend that permanent-way inspector, Sweeney, be dismissed as unfit for the
responsible work of parmanent-way maintenence. I would further recommend that special
measures be at once taken by the Railway Administration to get ballast into the road to the
amount of 6 cubic feet per foot run, wheraver the road is already partly ballasted. There are
many places at this part of the line where the road is partly *’ ballasted, but the quantity
of ballaat is inadequate for good packing and in many cases so small as to become a source of
danger, a3 drivers form a false 1dea of the security of a partly ballasted road for comparatively

high sgpeeds,
H. R. WALTON,

Government Inspector,
CHITTAGONG ; }

The 18th January 1908.

~

“Remarks by the Senior Government Inspector of Raslways.
The accident was caused, I think, by the unsatisfactory condition of the road.
R. W. EGERTON,

Senior Government Inspecior.
Carcurrs ;

- The 20th January 1206,

G- x- c- Pl O-""Nov 531 BI B--ll 8-1906.-—-500-'-14. G- G.



Appendix III to the abstract return of aceidents on Indian railways for
the twelve months ended the 31st December 1905,

Report of the- proceedings of .a io.z'nt enquiry kheld ot Grant Road station, Bom}
and Centrai India railway, on 29tk July 1905, to ascertain the cause qug fﬂ?ﬁﬁ;ﬁﬁ
which occurred af that station on 25tk July 1905, :

The Committee was coraposed of the following officers :—

H. H. Déane, Resident Engineer . . . .
M. W. Fleischer, District Traffic Superintenden
C.' @, Cotesworth, Disirict Locomotive Superintendent

President.
'} Members,

Deseription.

On the 25th July No. 176 local train (a bogie rake), after leaving Grant Road station up
platform at 14-40 o’clock, was moving over the turn-out oA to the main line south of the
station, when the bogie of the leading coach mounted the rails on the curve approaching the
crossing. : B

All the wheels of the leading coach and three pairs of wheels of the following coach left
the rails. '

The train was brought to a standstill with the leading wheels of the first bogie alongside
the points of the turn-out. °

At the time of the accident both coaches were about balf filled with passengers, none of
whom were in any way affected. — .

Localsty,

The up platform siding at Grant Road station turns out on to the main line 270 feet
from the end of the platform. ’ ) . : S

The curve approaching the crossing has a radius of 1,363 feet. :

The road consists of 8% lbs. rails with four-holed chairs on timber sleepers. The points
and crossing (one in ten) are laid on teak and jarrah wood sleepers and, between crossing and
platform, on creosoted pine sleepers. :

The curve approaching the crossing has a superelevation of 1} inch.

The road is laid on stone ballast. .

The committee inspected the road where the accident happened and noted as follows :—

- Where the road had sunk, as stated in the evidence taken, 18 inches of ballast was
, found underneath the sleepers. ' :

The superelevation of the carve approaching the erossing was measured and found
to be 14 inch. ' , .

The first appearance of the derailment was close to the ground disc signal, which is
55 feet back from the crossing ; chairs showed wheel marke as far as the

- ‘crossing on the right-hand rail, while at the crossing the left~hand wheel had
evidently mounted the rail, where a chair had been smashed and a couple of
fish-bolt nuts sheared off,

_The through sleepers under the crossing had not been removed, nor did they require
re-spiking after the accident. .

Several teak sleepers between the crossing and points had been removed.

Between the crossing and the ground signal lamp none of the creosoted pine sleepers
had been removed. They looked sound aud had only been moved a little
laterally, a new geating found for the chair and re-spiked. On closer
examination of these sleepers, and the old holes in them under the outer rail

“of the curve, it was noticed that these old holes had widened out throush

the sleeper for as much as two and-a-half inches ‘in the direction of the

length of the eleeper. This clearly indicated that the frequent action of the

engines moving round the curve had gradually pushed the chairs outwards,
. widening out the gauge of the road.

The coaches were also carefully examined ; nothing could be found out of order with
them. '

Fvidence.

K, P. Vakil Driver—On the 25th July I started
from Grant Road station at 14-41, . About a length
from the ercesing I felt the engine give & jump. I
was running engine firet. Class of Engine D, 3, six
wheels coupled radial trailing. Before the accident
1 had notehed up the engine. I shat off steam when
1 felt the jump, and the erglne stopped without the
spplication of the euvtomatio brake, The vacuum

pipes were not affeofed by the accident. I noticed
the left-hand side of the lin{ sunk and many slespors
buried. I noticed the spikes of two or three chairs
were wissing. This was mnoticed on the right-hand
side going towards Charni Road, and the rails and
sleepers on the left-hand side bad sunk, The ground
was very soft and muidy,



Mathe Nana, Brakeaman.~After the train started,
snd after passing the ground disc, I felt the carriage
jump and heard a noise. This ocourred before rench-
Ing the crossing. I was etanding on the footboard
waiting to exchange signals with the guard. I was
on the left-hand side. There were about 650 passen-
gers in the bogie brake, and, on foeling the jump, I
shonted out and jumped off.

Furdoonjee Nuscerwanjes, Carriage Ezaminer—
T heard of the acoident at about 14-43. I uncoupled
the engine and brake. The vaonum brake pipe I
fonnd stretobed with the coupling joint slightly open,
which had released the vacuum in the train, About
a carriage length (four-wheeler) ncrth of the erossing
I noticed a mark on the rail, as if the whael had mount-

edit. Therail had bulged out on the westside. My

attention was not drawn to the fact that any epikes
were missing.

. P.J. Tonkin, P. W, Inspector—~1 arrived at
Grant Boad at 16-30. I found the road at the cross-
ing correct to gauge. Behind that,for about ten
sleaper lengths, the gangahad widenad out sbout 13”
between the indicator lamp and the crossing. The
road north of this bit was also correct to gange. I
did not notice any spikes missing, Tobring theroad
into order I put in ten teak sleopers between the cross=
ing and the switoh, and none north of it.

Dosgsadbhoy Dadabloy, Station Master~The
looal started at 14-40, and the porter called me alm ost
immediately to the derailment. Allthe wheels of the
coach mext to the engine were derniled, and the last
ypoir of wheels of the next coach were still on the road.
The coupling between the engine snd the first conch
had not parted. After detaching the conches behind
I returned snd examined the pormanment way. I
found that the fourth or Gfth sleeper beyond the
diso signal had no spikes. The mext chair had one
onthe inside and mnone on the outside. The third
ohair had one spike on the outside and none on the
ipside. These ohairs wera on tha east side of the
ine,

After the nccident I found the east side rail rather
sunk beyond the ground indisator. The ground was
‘muddy and wet,

I eaw & mark on the top of the left rail, abont the

fifth or sixth sleeper beyoud the indicator, where the

derailment commenced.

Ram Sume Rakabir, Signaller.—After the train
started from the station I noticed that, on passing
the ground diso, the front brake oseillated and the
train came to astandetill about 15 paces from the
diso sigoal. I eaw the roof of the carriage mext to
the engine jumping up and dewn,

Finding.
We are of opinion that the derailment was caused by the rails spreading and increasing
the gauge so much that one of the wheels dropped inside fhe inner rail of the curve.
The permanent-way staff are in this case to blame for neglect in the upkeep of chairs and

spikes, ,

The Muceadum, we recommend, should be dismissed and the Permanent-Way Inspector

dealt with departmentally.

C. G. COTESWORTH, M. W, FLEISCHER, H. H. DEANE,

District Locomotive Superintendent. District Traffic Superintendent. Resident Engineer,

ERemarks by the Government Inspector of Railways,

. L Isagree _w'ith the Committes in attributing the derailment to the spreading of the rails;
but I am of opinion that the sodden state of the ground at the time, to which ne reference is

made in the finding although sufficiently established by the evidence, should b gni
o contributery factor, ciently estal lished by evi , sho 8 recognized as

2. To test the nature of the subsoil I had a hole excavated, on the day of the inquiry,
close to the first point of derailment and found water in it held by a stratum of stiff clay
within two feet below the sleepers, although there had been no rain immediately preceding the
excavation. Moreover, the formation earth was packed flush with the tops of the sleepers and
formed the only lateral boxing, so that on the occurrence of heavy rain, when the ballast
underneath the sleepers would be practically embedded ina matrix of fluid mud, the track
would offer but little resistance to the outward and downward pressure of a passing engine.
The effect of this would be a lurch on the outer rail which would cause the lateral springing
:lf a spike on a weak sleeper, thus starting the spreading of the gauge. The broad tyres of
y et ﬁlngmﬁ wheels would save them from the immediate consaquences of the widened gauge,
but E wheels of the fizst coach, having narrower tyres, could hardly escape derailment, the
f ;5 eTelft of }:,he widened gauge being the droEPing of the leading inner wheel within the

ot 8 subsequent mounting of the outer wheels and the remaining features of the accident
would follow as a matter of course, and do not call for remark.

3. The Driver’s statement that the g ‘ i i i
C pikes of two or three chairs of the inner rail wer

1:;)1::111;%31 :ixgttﬁozro?ora.bed by other witnesses, The only. ot_'.her positive evidence in thi:
the frarom 18 ? of the Station Master, who states that a certain chair of the oufer rail near
ool o ikao oltlxter deraﬂmen? was without spikes, and that the two following chairs had
NEADS sto tach. ~ As the accident can be sufficiently accounted for without this evidence,
e o _rlc:over coucetvablo that the movemert of the spreading rails may have jerked
R 1:110 :s o;z_t of their [boles, there is no need to dwell on this point. That later
Pangm ot ono 1co any missing epikes can be accounted for by supposing that the first

S ¥iog on the scene would hastily restore all spikes to their holes to save appearances,



3

4. The sleepers (creosoted pine) 'had _been laid only about four years, and yet had been
re-spiked no less than twice during that period. This fact alone should have made the perma-
nent-way staff vigilant as regards the condition of the spikes and spike-holes, especially as the
«chairs would naturally conceal the actual state of the holes from a casual observer,

" 5, I therefore concur with the finding as regards the culpability of the permanent-way
staff. ‘ )

6. Tam further of opinion that the sodden and unstable condition of the tract was due
to preventible causes, viz., deficient drainage of the sleeper bed and the absence of lateral
boxing, and that these circumstances paved the way to the accident although they would not
by themselves have been sufficient to account for the derailment of a bogie coach in good
running trim. :

7. The views of the Agent and the Chief Engineer are given in annexure 1. In his
No. 6588—A-38, dated 16th August 1905, the Chief Engineer agreed with the finding of thg
Committee that the derailment was caused by the rails spreading and increasing the gauge ; but
in his later letter, No. 7187—A-3, dated 5th September 1906, he bas changed his views and
attributed the derailment solely to the sinking of the outer rail on account of heavy rain,
He, therefore, does not consider any one punishable.

8. The Agent in his No. 10910-T., dated 6th September 1905, accepts the Chief Engineer’s
later views.

Bombay, 8tk September 1905, .
. e F. G, ROYAL DAWSON, .

Government Inspector.

e
Remarks by the Senior Government Inspector of Railwags.
I concur generally in the Government Inspector’s remarks, especially in paragraph 6.

From the evidence I am of opinion that the view originally held by the Chief Engineer,
that the accident was immediately caused by the spreading of the rails, 1s correct, and that the
subsequent view of the Chief Engineer endorsed by the Agent, that the accident was attribute
able solely to the setflement of the track, presumably implying that it was an unpreventible
accident, is untenable. - , .

The condition of the permanent-way in this locality was commented on recently in the-
Subsidiary Inepection Report of the Bombay, Baroda and Central India railway for the half-
year ending 80th June 1805, and requires the serious attention of the administration,

| ~ J.S.BROWN,
Bombay, 9th September 1905, Senior Government Inspector.

1641
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{ in Appendix III to the abstract return of acecidents on
Annfﬁiﬁl r;llwgglr)s for the twelve months ended the 31st December

Copy of letter No. 6588—A-3, dated 15th August 1905, from the Chief Engineer, Bom&a?,
pyBaroda and Central India railway, to the Agent, Bombay, Baroda and Central India
ratlway.

I have the honour to forward herewith proceedings of the joint enquiry into the cause of
derailment of 2 bogie third elzss carriages of No. 176 Up local train on 26th July 1905 at
Grant Road station, vide accident report submitted per this office No. 6240, dated 4th instant.
I agree with the finding of the Committee that the derailment was capsed by the rails spread-
ing and increasing the gauge. . ‘

Copy of letter No. 7187—4-3, dated 5th September 1905, from the Chicf Engineer to the
Agent, Bombay, Baroda and Central India raslway, Bombay.

-

Derailment ot Grant Road on 25th July 1905,

Papers forwarded with Agent’s inquiry as to what action has been taken. I would first
point out that there had been continuoug rain for some days before the dersilment, and it is
reasonable to suppose there may have been some settlement ; and the Station Master states he
noticed a rail on the east as having sunk, This would be on the outside of the curve, 2nd the
Committce report that the creosoted pine slecpers were still there when examined and that the?
looked sound bul appear to have moved laterally but that the old chair holes bad widened-
This is a common defect with the creosoted pine. All theso circumstances may have temded
to the vheels mounting the rails, especially as the 2 vehicles were long bogies. The engine,
however, passed over unaffected. , o

The mate in charge is a man of 29 years’ service who pleads that he asked for sleepers
and they were not supplied. Dat asthe road was re-spiked with the existing sleepers, which
were reported by the Committee as sound, I am not disposed to attribute the accident to -
their condition but to the cause I attribute, and the derailment would obviously push out the

gauge.

I do no% think we can punish anyone for what appears to have been more accidental than
neglectful. ' L '

Copy of letter No. 10910-T., dated 6ih September 1905, from the Agent, Bomba:y. Barods and

Central India Railway Company,te the Senior Qovernment Inspecior for Ratlways,
Bombay. _ : . '

Derailment at Grant Road on 25th July 1905,

In forwarding the proceedings of the joint inquiry and the departmental reports on the
accident to No. 176 Up local at Grant Road on 25th July 1905, I have the honour to
remark that, after considering the views put forward by the Chief Engineer, I am not quite
in accord with the finding of the Committee, and am of opinion that the derailment took place

owing to a combination of circumstances and was not due to the neglect of any of the perma-
nent-way staff, ,

G. In Cq P. on-No. 164. R. B-—15‘8'1906—800|_P0 Ml m



Appendix 1V to the abstract return of accidents on Indian railways
for the twelve months ended the 31st December 1905,

Report of the proceedings of a joint committee of enquiry which assembled at:
Canal Junction station, Eastern Bengal State railway, on the 14th Decern-
ber 1906 to investigale the cause of 4 collision which occurred belween No. 41
up passenger and up Chitpur Branch goods on 12th December 1905,

The committee was composed of the following officers ;e

J. H. Muzsnay, District Troffic Superintendent, Eastern Distriet .
E. S. Cunistig, Brecutive Engineer, Caleutta . . .
C. J. Sivvesrer, Distt, Loco Supdé. Kanchrapara . .
N. R. BENNET, dssistant Signal Enyincer . . .
Mr, Crabbe, Inapector of Police . . . . .

President.

: Members.

Present,

DescrirtION,

Kancoorgachi Road (block station) baving been temporarily closed, Canal Junction is one
end of the block seation .of which Calcutta “ B ” cabin is the other. The distance from
Culcutta * B * cabju to Canal Junction is 9§ miles, and the time allowed for the run of a
passenger train (at 24 miles an hour) is 7 minutes. Trains travelling from Chitpur through
Canal Junction to Caleutta, have to run along 408 feet of the up main line before they take
the cross-over No. 8 (at Canal Junction) from the up to the dowo main line, By the inter-
locked arrangements at Canal Junetion, it is not possible to lower the up outer, the up warner
or the up home, when the cross-over (No, 8) from the up to the down main line is set for the
passago of & train. - '

' On the 12th December 1905, the up Chitpur Branch Goods arrived on the up main line
at Canal Junction at 22-42 houra ; the train was made up of engine No. 163 E., 38 loaded
goods vehicles, b empty goods vehicles and a brake-van, in the order given. No. 41 up passen-
ger, running to time, was due to pass through Canal Junction at 22-44, and it was deeided to
keep the passenger train ouiside signals until the goods bad passed over and cleared the crosse
over, The engine and 18 vehicles on the goods train had passed over (and on to) the cross-
over when 41 up passenger raninto the station and cut through the goods. Six goods vehicles
on the goods train were badly damaged and derailed, the engine of 41 ap passenger was badly
damaged and three empty horse boxes, on 41 up, were slightly damaged. The permanent-way
was badly damaged. The District Traffic Superintendeént (w{o wasa travelling by 41 up), the
District Traffic Superintendent’s servant and a Traffic Inspector’s chaprasi were slightly hurt,
but no other railway servants and no passengers were in any way injured.

No. 41 up passenger was made up of engine No. 29 D., the front brakevan, three empty
horse boxes, 12 passenger vehicles, District Traflic Superintendent’s carriage and rear brake-
van, in the order given. - : ' '

Both up and down main lines were blocked by the derailed vehicles and the transhipment
of passengers, mails, luggage and parcels had to be carried out throughout the night and up
to 10-40 hours on the 13th, The down line was cleared at 10-40 hours on the 18th when
single line working was introduced ; the up line was cleared at 18-15 hours the same day when
double line working was resumed.

EvipENCE.

D. Galloway, drivers.~I was driver of 41 up of I do not recollact any provious cocasion daring my
12th December, leaviog Caloutta at 22-86 (right service in whioh siguals bave been thrown baok
time). The night was very fogzy. I noticed on against my train after having been lowered for any
appreaching l:.‘.anul ilunutinn timi;l tthe fntatr o:fd train. A
warner were shewing dim green lights. 1 noticed a 1k Ny of * of the si i

oads train betweenstho bridge and the home signal. i bvthe sirnslman vol sigoale being

thought it waas goods train on the dowa line.
I then Jooked out for the home sigoal, and noticed &
dim green light, then all at once it was thrown to
dangor. Iimmediately shut off steam and applied
the emergency brake, when my englue struck the
foods train about the centre as it wos pasaing gver
rom the up to the down line,

Cross-examination.— :

1 was about 8 to 10 yards from the home when it
was thrown o danger.

lowered by the signalman pulling the signal wire or
lifting the welght when the oonoections have Lesn
out of order. As sn lostance, I wae the driver of
8 up mail, and was standing outside the Alamdanga
op outer when the Viceregal speoial from Damukdia
passed throngh the station, the outer was out of
order, and the signal against my train, The station
jemadar was waviog me in from the station plats

orm, bot X refused to aocept the signal. e then
came balf way up to my train and repesied tho hand
eignals. I still refased to aocept it. e then cume
up to the onfer and lifted the signal counterweight,



s0 that the arm droppsd. I do not reeolieot any
other instance.

After T struok I conld not see the back lights of
the two home signole on the signals bridge, or the
lights of any other siguals, it being too foggy-

There wers no fog signals out for my train.

E. Rossiter, Signal Inspector.—I srrived ot
Canal Junction sbout 815 hours on 13th October,
and examined the locking of the cabina between 15,
8,1, and 6 and 2, 22 and found all correct.

The wires were all intaot.

There has boen no alteration made to this gear for
the last three months,

I do oot think it would be possible to lower the
outer sigoal or warner by pulling the wire, but
could be lowered by lifting the weiglits ut the signal.
A man would have to climb vp the post to do this.

—tk

Russul Buz, driver,—] was driver of the Chitpur
branch train. I was standing oo the up lice, when
I received orders to proseed with my train to Calentta.
1 was told by the station jemadar, the assistant
station master on duty,and a man from the cabin
in tarn to proceed quickly as a passenger train had
left Calcutta, My starter was off. I exph‘anged
signals with the gasrd on thel eft side and whilo doing
80 folb the epgine jerk back, and looking from _tbe
right eide I eaw that the passenger trajn bad collided
with my trais. , .

1 then ehat off steam and atopped my train.

Cror¢-examinalion.—
1 did not sea the starter when I first starfed, but
saw it when I was on the cross-over road beiween

the np and down line, It was showing a green light. «
The night was slightly foggy.

1 did not notice whether the home and cuter for ‘

the passenger were lowered.
I did not hear the explosion of apy fog eignals.

1 did not see anything of the passenger train uotil
it collided with my train.

1. B. Francis, assistant station masier, Canal
Junction—The Chitpur Branch goods had lett
Chitpur cabin at 22-30. The run from Chitpur
oabin to Copal Junction is -only five minates.
Arrangements were mada for this train to draw ahead
at once and proceed to Caleutta. There are always
two epgines nttached to the branch trains, the ome
haulsand the other pushes from Chitpur cabin to
Canal Junction. The driver lost time on the run
owing to the gradient. On srrival of the train at
Canal Junotion, 1 epoke to the driver of the
leading engine to pull ahead sharp. Thetrainarrived
on the up line at 22-42 hours, Immediatoly points 15
were oleared, oross-over No, 8 was set, and clamped
for the facing direotion by jsmadar Peraly and

oints 15, 18 and 9 clamped by poinisman Perak.
fpersonally supervised the clamping. The branch
train left for Calcutta from the up line, and while
passing through cross-over No, 8, the engine and 18
wagons having passed, 41 wp disregarded all fixed -
sigoals and collided with {he branch train and
Qerailed five vehicles, blocking up and down lines.

_ Just asthe branch train had started from the up
line, the oabin assistant informed me that 41 ap
passenger had left B cubin, Caleutts, at 22-39,
1 immediately instraoted Peraly jemadar, who had
complsted clamping No. 8 eross-over to proceed by
up line and exhibit danger signals to 41 up. The
night was very foggy, sud fog signals were being
used, two being placed for each train. Immediately
the collision ccourred I was standing on the down
line neat No. 8 cross-over, and shouted ount to the
driver of 41 up, who was on the right hand side of
his englioe, a8 to bow he managed to oome in and
cause this sccident. He told me that the signals
were in his favour. “ I showed him they were ajl dead
against bim. After this I went down and ealled the
station master, who come out at once. *He examined
the signale, and alio the position of the lever. in
the cabin and found themall at danger, On return

" dent, I noticed that the signal was at dunger,

. Junction is 4 or 5 miuuntes,

from the quarters L saw Mr. Mo.Guire, Traffie Ins-
pootor. Iasked him if he noiiced the signals, He
told me they were at danger immediately when the
accident had oocurred. IHe told me that his time
was 22-45, snd my time was 22-48, Khalassie
Ungnos wag sent out ab 19-30 hours with a box of
fog signals. He put signals forall trains up to 35
up wail, and pointsman Perak was sont out abount
21-20 to place for signals for 181l up or any other
train that may be following, but [ instructed this man
to retorn as I had received warping for branch goods,
Ho plaoed two fog signals on the line before retarn-
ing to the station, He ivformed me that he had
done go. I heard the fog signals explode when 41
up passed over them, The driver stated to me that
he had beard the fog signale. I wasalso protectin
down trsins hy fog signals, and bad @ man name
Cheddy khalasi to do this work. After the depar-
ture of 181 up, when the signals were thrown to
danger, I saw the back lights of ouler, warner and
home. On the arrival of 41 up I could not see the
back lights of the outer and warner, beoanse of the
fog, but could see the back light of the bome,

The line was cleared back to Calcutta efier the
departure of 181 np at 22 hours.

It has always been my oustom when at this sta-
tion to send out a jemadar with & hand-signal lamp
in addition to the fixel signal being at danger, when
branch trains are crossing over from the up to the
down line.

Thera fs practically always a train om jta way
from Calcutta to Csnal Junction while a branch
train is croming from the up to the down line at
C‘anql Junction, and alvo invariably trains from Dum
Dum to Chitpur, and op trains from Chitpur.

Peraly, yemadar, Canal Junction~~TWhen
Chitpur Branck arrived I asked inatractions from :I!:: -
assistant station master what was to bo done. Hp
aftgr making references about timings to the cnbi::
sesistant, told me to let the branch train through on
to the down main line. I clamped points over which
the braEmh train had to pess and signalled i on.
While signalling it on, the assistant station master
told me to go and exhibit a red light to the insoming
passenger train. Ihad only got s far as the home
signal when the passenger traiu arrived thera, My
signal lamp was showing red at the time. I was
sent out on this occasion, but am not always sent ont

when a train is coming from one main line to °
another main line.

After the departure of 181 up, I could
bac;k ligzlgs (l)f timl ot}xlter, warner agd honge, bu:aecogg
not aee the back lights of outer and w i
of 41 up owing to the fog, arner a6 time

I Qid not notice the position of the home

before the accident, but immediately after th signal

@ @cois

Goneskh Chandra Gupta, Cabin dssistant
Juncﬁor_w.—l recsived warning for Chitpur .Bcr':::£
from Chitpur at 21-45 hours, and out report 22.30
hours. On receipt of the out report I informed
the assistant station master on duty. He enquired
sbout 41 up; I replied that T had recoived warning
for 41 up at 32-30 and she is due to pass Canal
Junotion at 22-44. The run from Chitpor Canal
The assistant i
master ordered to pull up the branch on u;t;:;?:
live saying that there is time for the branch to get
away before the passenger, s it will take not more
than 5 minutes to arrive at Canal Junetion, and 5 or
6 monites to clear the up main line., The branch
lost time on the gradient. The branch train was
placed on fhe up main line at 22-42. When it
cleared points No. 15 theso points were thrown back
and No. B cross-over was pulied over. The jemadar
clamped points Noa, 8, 9 and 13 and pointsman at
points No.16 clamped those points. The assistant
pilot was detached from the rear of the branch and
the bm_noh was_staried for Calcntta 3 minutes after
her arrival at Canal Junction, When the branch



train was passing through oross-over No. 8, the driver
of 41 up disregarding fixed signals, came in and
collided with the branch train.

I recoived the out report of 41 upat 22-39. I
informed the assistant station master. He ordered
the jemadar to go forward and show danger signale
to 41 up passenger as the might was foggy. 1had
heard the assistant station master issne orders to
poiutsman and kbalasi ‘to place fog signals for np
and down signals from 19-30 hours, .

I did not hear the driver of 41 up whistle at
all. The up outer, warner and home, were placed at
danger after the passage of 181 up, and they were
not lowered again before the collision cocurred. After
the passage of 18] up, the back lights of signals were
visible and showed white lizhts, but I conld not aece

the back lights before the arrival of 41 up.
' After clamping points for passage of branch,
train, the train was_passed over the cross-over by the

about forsignals and saw n red light, which I after
warda discovered was the home. I walked down the
length of the train and back again, Whlie walking
towards the station I saw the white back lights of the
down main and brauch signals on the signal bridge
—1I turned round and upon this apot saw the green
light of the down starter. I walked down to the
station end enquired for the station master on duty
and was told be had gone to call the senior station
master. I then went wp into the cabin, and saw
that two levers only were over, No8and No22 I
questioned the cabin assistant as to the cause of
the accident, and he told me that the driver of 41
up bad ruo sgainst signals, After an examination
o? the train meessage books, T order the cabin
agsiatant to throw back 22. Shortly after T re-
turned to the engine of 41 up, and asked driver
Galloway how the accident had occurred, He told
me that sigoals had been lowered for him and that
the home signal had been flung vp in bis face as he

jemadar pointsman by hand signals. .

1 saw the aesistant station master give out fog
signals and I heard them oxploding e the trains
passed over them.

approached it. I asked him if he was aware of the
fact that it was impossible for either home or outer
to bo lowered while the cross-over 8 was sct for the

passage of a train. He said he was aware of this
but could not explain how the siznals had been
loware%. sod then sgain repeated that they had been
lowered.

Cross ezamination.—L noticed & sodden appli.
cation of the brake, which was immediately followed
by the collision. This was followed by a heavy
rebound, which threw me against the end of the
carriage, and my hand went through s plate glasa
window. :

14didu’t henr any fog signale. I noticed nothing
unugnel abouf the driver when I spoke to him.

Driver Galloway recalled.~I passed the outer
siensl at about 23 or 24 miles an hour, and the
collision ocourred when I was travelling about 20
miles an hour. I eased -off at the outer because it
was fogey, end I always do ease off when passing
through Canal Junotion.

My, J. H. Murray, Diitrict Traffie Superins
tendent.—I was tmvelﬁng in ry ealoon immediately
in front of the rear brake vanof 41 up. I lookgd

Finpixeg.

We are of opinion that the accident was due to driver Galloway having run against
fixed danger signals.

I

Cross-over No. 8 was set for the passage of a train from the up to the down line, an
the down starter was off ; it was thus mechanically impossible for the up Outer and warner
signal and the up home signal controlling the passage of 41 up passenger to have been
lowered. '

The night was foggy and it is possible that driver Galloway may not have noticed that
he was as near Canal Junction as he actually was ; he may have been employed at work on
his engine, and thus have passed Quter-Warner without knowing it. Under these possible
circamstances he would not, in the fog, have secen the licht of Home sigoal until he had
approached too near to allow of his pulling up before he had run into the goods train.

*  We are satisfied that fog signals had been used during the night of the occurrence of
this accident, but the evidence offered will not permit of our definitely deciding whether or
not fog signals had been placed for this particular train.

Rider by District Locomotive Officer.

Tam of opinion that the Canal Junction station master on duty is jointly responsible
for the accident in neglecting to observe Rule 1875 (I) of General and subsidiary Rules 1904.
Had he suspended shunting operations and given preference to 41 up passenger train instead

of trying to push through the Down Special goods, the line would have been clear and the
collision impossible. . . .

Remarks by the Senior Government Inspector of Railways,

I agree with the finding.

Driver Galloway undoubtedly ran against signals. Paragraph 10 suggest a reason for
the driver overrunning his signals, but the driver stated in his evidence that the signals were
in his favour and did not state that he was employed at work on his engine or that the night
was too foggy for him to see the signals.

The assistant station master on duty at Canal Junetion (I. R. Francis) ignored subsidiary
rule 1874 (1) in which it is laid down that on the double line all points and crossings must
- be kept clear for an incoming train at least ten minutes before it is due, The cabin assistant
(Gonesh Chandra Gupta) also under orders from the assistant station master ignored the rules
quoted above.

The disregard of General Rules by the Traffic staff is again brought to notice by this
accident. )

R. W« EGERTON,

+ Senior Government Inspector.
Carourra;

Tke 2nd February 1906, -
G. I C. P. 0.—No. 531 R. B.—~15-8-1906.~800—C. L, I,



Appendix V to the abstract réturn of accidents on Indian railways for the.
twelve months ended the 315t December 1995. . '

‘Report of the proceedings of a joint commiltes of enqui'rg; which assembled at Khana June-

tion, Eust Indian railway, on the 11th February 1905, to investigate the cuuse of the
collision which occirred ut thal station on the Tth February 1905, -

-

The committee was ‘corilpo's.ed of the following officers —
' L oo DPresident.

J. DuN BOYLAN-, Districtv'E’ngim‘er. .. o _
‘} Members.

B. F. GaHaN, Offg: Divisional Superihtendent, Ta‘anspa;ialin_n .
H. A. Woob, District Locomotive Superintendent - - ... :

J. H. WHITE, Government Inapector of Railwaps . = ... . -
A. B. BARNARD, Dy. Inepr.~Genl., Government Railway Folics . . L " Present
S..T. DuTTON, Signal Eagineer ‘ R T T )
The Inspector,'Gaucrnmmt’lt’gi‘lwag Lolice-.ov - - 4 v LT e ,s .

t - DESCRIPTION. . ' ‘.

On the 7th Febrnary 1905, at-about 3-45, when No. 64 down van goods train was
standing- working on the” down platform at Khana Junction and No. 17 up loop passenger
was standing on the up platform, No. 124 down gbads 'train (oal) entered the station from
the chord linés against signals and dashed into the.van goods train, upsetting nine wagons
of No. 64 down goods. and two wagons of No. 124'down goods and damaging other six wagons
and three vehicles ofs the passenger, train.. The two leading pairs of wheels of the engine

of No. 124 down were only derailed. . The ifailiggfﬁvhéelq and wheels of tender did not leave
.- 13 . . e .

the roads ’

e -'-! . "

" The pass;éﬂgers and .par'cels_ of No. 17 up .vfrpfe.traﬁshippgd i'pt'o the gtock' of Na. 20 down

and those of No. 20 down into the stock of No. 17 up

it Khana.s Three wagons of No. 64

down’ were pitched some 30 feet from the..loop lime,track’ on the rative Staff quarters block
.. No. 183, *of which ‘one room was destroyed by, the wagons. One'dgad body of & woman was
ta.kel_l ‘out from.below"the débris and other four)injure.d .persons wereg also rempved. '

* . On the train the van goods staff were ‘resting’y of° these tne had his leg broken’ and two

others were slightly hurt.

L] L L

" The p main line wag cleared a‘t;_l2‘-40 hours ‘'on ;the "fth'_instant &.I_ld single line working
was at ‘once broqgh{‘. into force between Galsi-and Khana Junction down.end of station.

A P - T . ® . ‘e LR . * e
- . The down main line was.cleared at-8-30" houts on tha 8th ,instant ‘when dopble-line

working was resumed. -

the meantime being worked through the miain line ¢ross‘over, up end.

4
L

. 2 e . L . .. L e
The loop* turn-out whs® ¢leareq at 17-25%on the Jth instant, all down loop trains in

“The rolling ‘stock

was considerably damaged. T . . .

L R 1 . L .
. o« e T . N \ .‘.'... R o
L .. . , EVIDENCE, -, L

Moti Lall. Pundit,” cabinmon.—I have, been
cabinman _ at, .Khana Junction about "six
months, .Y came on dutyet 2 am. I wes

on duty from 2 to 1Q. . 64 down arrived at 3 -

hours on the 7th February and wns shunted.
for 2 down mail." The train wis stopped near*
'the goodg shed. The train came to the plat-
form and was backed'on the loopline. The
. down mail passed at 3-24 ;after that I gave
~ line for 124 down and it énfered the section
3-35. After the passing of down mail 64
- down goods was brought on to the:.down,
platform for work, The train was working
"when No. 124 down left Simulia, The brake-
van of No. 6% down was just opposite the
level-trossing gate when &rawn up on the
‘platform. All signals were kept at danger at
the time, After receiving the out report of
124 down, in two or three miputes I noticed
her coming ; st the gime time my jemadar
was going to pull over’the lever for 17 up,

passenger:’; A red signal wag ehown from the
cabin phd we shouted Iqudly to stop the train
but thetraint eame and collided.with 64 down.
I first noticed 124 down when she was be-
+tween the outer and the Liome, The train was
coming in very fast, My sttention wus drawn
to the train by seeing the light4 and not by the
"noise. Shp was coming st the usual speed as
if she was going to run-through the station,
Bhe was fiot booked to stop here. .
_ The train struck 64 down at. about 3.43,
immediately after the arriva) of 17 .up. 1
‘looked .at the clock jmmegdintely the collision
bappengd. I have no fog-signals i the cabin.
There was no fog at the time of the accident.
A fog arose sbont & o’clock'and lasted about
30 to 40 minutes. I canngteay when fog- .
signals were last' need in this station. ' I
was on leave and rejoined on.the 24th Janu-
ary ;since then I don’t remember fog-signals
being uged, -I _ﬁo not place the fog-signals.



I simply inform the assistant station master ™
when they ara necessury, I was on leave for
ten days. Since I have been at Khana fog-
signals have been used, but I cannot remember
the time. T lLave not seen the notice in the
Gazette of the Tth January re fog-signals. 1
was on ten days’ leave from the 14th January.
The usual procedute is that the station master
gends a  khalasi ‘to -place the fog-signals,
There is no fog-signal post at Khana Junction.
I Lave pever seen it. ‘

The warner wag put to danger immediately ; .

the down mail passed'and the home signal
after she passed the home, It would not be
possible to set the points for the loop line
unless the main line outer is at danger,

-
The brake-van lamps of 64 down were alight,

down was .

and showiny at the time that 124
coming in,* co

The driver of 124 down did not whistle as
the train came into the station.: . .

*  D. I, Donegan, driver.—I Was working 124.
. down on the 7th February. The load was
- B0 coal. I left Asansol at . 22-20 on the 6th-
_ and kad had about 14 hours’ rest, I arrived

at Gulsi at 3. o’clock, I was detained for

‘20 minutes for 2 down mail, I left at 3.20,

I saw my guard ot Gulsi. After leaving
Gulsi and before passing Simulia I mnoticed it
was fogay and I could barely see’ the' signals

at Simulis. There were no fog-signals down,” ~

I shut off steam between Simulia and Khana
Junction, I went to left of my engine and
could not see the signalsat Khana Junction
owing to the fog which was getting .very
dense, There were no fog signals at Xhana
Junction. 1 could not see the= signals. I
passed something, and looking up I saw twd
white epetks, but lost sight of these again
on account of the fog. I could not see the
home.” 1 saw the two, white specks behind
me that I had*passed, but did not con-
tinue seeing them as they were obscured
with fog. . Realizing that 1 was in Khana -
Junction I applied all brakes ‘andswhis-
tled three times on the big whistles® for

the guard’s brake to be applied, reversed the

engine and did all 1 could to stop the traif. I

did not know I bad run into the train until I

struck it. I could not see the brake-van lights* .

of 64 down owing to its being on tke loop.
- when I struck. I.must have been running
between 6 to 7 miles an hour.’ The run be.
tween Simulia and thig is 8 minutes. I cannot
state whether the guard applied his brakes
when ‘I whistled. The guards sometimes
ussist in applying the brake and sometimes -
not. I was working engine No. 654. The
engine was in good order before the accident,
1 looked at my watch at the time of . the a0-
cidentit was 83-45. Ihavea landmark about
a wile out of the outer signajat Khana June.
tion where'1 start controlling my train. 1t is
8 telegraph post whiclr I can see only in the
day time. At night I Laye to judge. I can-+
not eny if it is usually fogey at Khang June-
tion, but it was 80 on thig occasion.. I can-
not remenber any other veeasion when it wad
foggy at Khuna Junction. 1 do getfoz-sigrals
sl stations, but since I.have been drivin
Lhere has been no oceasion to put them downg.

1 WAy l‘unllij g SlU“‘er thau usu&l P Q
I-] I r
quter ab ana uncr’l[‘ a. 1y

r

. left Asansol 22-20.

-

James Rohead, quard.—I was guard of 124
down of the 6th Kebruury from Asansol. I
I arrived at Gulsi at 3

‘o’clock and left at 3-24, 2 down mail having
passed me there. I passed Simaulia at 3-33.

On approaching Khana Junction I felt my
_driver applying his brakes and I applied mine

also. Ithink the time he applied his brakes

must have been when he had reached the
outer. Ilooked out and found the signals
at danger. It -was very foggy at the time,

I looked out of my brake-van two or three

times between Gulsi and Kbhana Junction. I

could see nothing. I put the brake on first
_and - then looking out saw the siguals at

danger. Ialso looked out between Simulia
, and Khana Junction and did not see anything.

When my. brake-van was about the home

signal I felt a jerk snd knew we had run into

something, 1 saw the brake-van lights of

64 down after- came up to the scene of the

accident j they were all alight. 1 could not see

them from my brake-van before owing to the
- fog. +All signuls’ were at danger. = My brake
came to a stand about three or' four wagon
lengths outside the home,: I could not see
..the outer "signal until within ten weagon-
lengths of the signsl. . When we passed the |
outer we were going at ordinary speed : when
we struck the working train e were going at
from 5 to 7 miles” an  hour. The dri\:er did
. whistle for brakes ; this was about the time he .
‘passed the oyter.s The load Wwas 50 wacons..
1 have been running on the* Asansol-Howrah
section for about two yesrs., I have known
fogs at Khana Junction before, but”they are

. not much. +1 have heard fog-signals given at
+ Khana Junction.

I cannot say when I last
heard them. - 1 compared my watch with the
driver before leaving ,Asansol.. Thére should:
have been fog-signals® out on the date in
.question. No fop-sigpals wete used at any

¢ other station. I was lgoking out on the loop
+ hine side of the linesand I skould certainly

have seen a mdp stand hedr the bignal pdst.
The train op this¥ ogcasiod ' I consider was
running at the' usual speed when coming
into Khana Junction, The time the collision
1ook place’was 3-403 . I looked at my watch

# idimediately I felt the jerk and recorded the

-

» same before I left my brake.

~-into them, The guards of:17 up and 64 down.

The shock wg
very slight, I endeavoured, with the. assistance
of the van goods stoff, to rescue the' pgrsons
‘buried in the native quartérs that had been
‘demolished byx the wagons that 'had epitched

with me succeeded jn' getting’ four beopla out.
No:one knew how -many* peopleavers in the
guarters, and about an heur after wefound out
there wus still a fifth ,person” and- succeeded
in getting ‘hey out. ‘The brukevan of 64
down was about fwo wagon lepgths ,on this
side of the cabin (Howrah side) derailed after
the accident. One wigon » was attached to
the breke-van derailed. - .

A A~

~ " - — LY}

L} . o, .
Hirg Ram, cabin j;qnadar_-——l was cabin jemas
- dar on the 7th February, between the hours
24 to 8. 1 was ondutyinthe cubin, A train
came from the loop ; they call it the working
train. I was ordered to lower the signal for it,
which I did. ~ As the train was coming in, the

*Bubu told him to show red and stop it, as the."
down mail was coming and the loop train had
to be shunted.. The loop train was shunted
back by the goods shed and green given for
@own mail, After the mail bad passed I got



-

-, front-of the station,

the order to allow >he working trnin on to the
down platform for work. Iset points No, 10,

" the train, While this was being done I heard

and pointsman gave the signal for the train to. -

come on to the platform. I then got the
order to lower the signals for 17 up passenger
that was coming into the station. I then
got the order to arrange for the loop line
points to be set for 17 up to go out. I did
not set the points, because I saw a down coal
train coming via the chord. I then told the
cabinman the cosal train was coming at high
speed. I thenshowed a red light from the
cabin. Knowing that men were in the work-
ine train Irniseg & cry and thé brakesman
and Babus that were in it got out.” Then the
collision took place. The brake-van of 64
Down wus standing opposite the level crossin

when the train was struck. - I showed a re

light when the engine was between the .outer
ond bome signals, It was a clear night. The
sign+ls were ull properly lighted, All the
signals were in proper working order on the
dnte in question.

of the outer in the cabin. -

place. [ have begn 10 yeéars on this length
as P. W. Inspector. Onthe morning that I

cume up from Pundooah, there wasa dense .
fog the whole way to Rasulpur when the sun’

ruse and it commenced to ‘get tlear. I. left,
Pandoonh at 5-10, It was about 6 hours that
I passed Rasulpur.® I ‘have a mnative mistry
stationed at Khine Junction.: - ¢

L —— t

" Emandee Shaik dyiver.—I was driver of 17 :up"

onthe 7th Fepruafy. » I grrived at Khana
Junction that day at 3-38,'] was 2 minutes

“ late owing to the fog. I fanndt say-how longit

There 'is an adjusting ap- .
paratus for tightening or slackening the wire -

G, Marely; P. W. Inspector, Pandooah :—34s a »
* rule_I know that Khans Junction is s foggy

St
’ Pl_atf‘_ormu .« *

L

shouting going on. I then ran up the plat-
form towards the cabin and when getting
round my brake xaw the lights of 124 Down
close alongside ; the lichts were about 10 yards

‘away, The train was coming on very slowiy,
* I could just see the back light (white), of the

_ into the station,

was from the time of m§arrival to the time of - .

. .thecollisiony *1 syw, tay own,signals. The .,

morning was very foggy.w When [ henrd the v .

cabinman calling out 12looked dut and ssw.
the engine of 124 down quite close. If the,
engine was coming at o fair speed; above 10

miles an hour, I*did not hear the driver "of -
124 down whistle, No fog-signals™were given .

fér'me coming .in, The up starter was at
danger..” 3 . :
S L ’

P
L i .

T. C. (P Coniior Byrne, guard. =1 wag guard'\b
of17 up of the Tth ‘February.: I arrived at

Khans-Junction to time of 836, I was just
about to starf off, but "X ¢ould not see the
gturter fromwhere I was standing at the rear
brake, Having ' received* permission from the

~ station master on duty to startt It was too

foggy ot tha time, T could notaee the signal,
I did pot see the signal? for my train coming
in., I did not look dut for them. I had not
given the signal to the driver,to start. I wes
walking up to the statién master at the time.
I did not see any brekesman’s signal at the
There wasa very slight
noise when .the collision took place,
not hear the train goming in, .o
b4 * ' : v

+ C. R. Blinkworth, guard*—1 was guard of 81 *

Down of the 6th Kebruary. On the 7th
February at Khana Junction I superintended
the unloading of about 21 packages and was
loading up about the 'same number of pack.~
ages, this. was being done about the- centre of

*

Idid -

home signal ; it was very dim owing to the fog.

It was very foggy at the time, The fog existed -

when I came into the station;in fact I
could not see my own signnls when I came
I have seen a fog once
before at Khana Junction, but not so Pad as
on the 7th of February,

W. 0, Randeaw, guard.—1 was guard of 2
Down mail of the-6th February, I passed
.Khana Junction on the 7th February at 3-27,
I saw.the signals for my train as I came up to
them, I did not see them put bacl, as the
weather, was very foggy. I waslocking out,
I could not see the signals on account of the
fog. : ' B '

Bugmeer Khan, driver.—1 was driver of 64
Down of the6th February, On arrival at
Khana Junction at 2-55 on the 7th idem I
pulled-up and stopped outside the outer for
ten- minutes. I could not eee the distant

signal until I was close on” it on account of

the fog. No fog-signals were on the line,
There was no one near the signal. On the
signal being lowered I came up to the home

~and stood there about -14 or 15 minutes be-

cause 2 Down mail was coming in. OUn the
.signal being lowered I brought the train into
the station: when the train was struck
my engine moved forward about thres vehicle
lengths. I saw the brakewvan lamp back
light from, my engine ‘when standing on the

Mohammed Hoss;in, Van @oods Clerk—1 have

been about 10 ‘years van+ goods clerk, On
arrival of 64 Down at Khana Junction on the

~7th February I'wasoccupied inlonding and un-

" loading packeges and was irside s wagon with’

v

*

S

« DoWwn goods was unloading packages

a khalasi nomed Nubibux when the: collision
took place,’ ' I jumped out and the khalasifell
downy with some goods, X .

. .

-
—

WBankim Chandra Moitre,
ant.—1 wnas on the Down platform when 64
' ; in the
meantime 17 Up mixed being due. I had to
come on to the'up platform. - -After issuing
ticketa for 17 Up I came on the up platform
and noticed one.down: coal train coming
towards the station, The engine was beyon
the outer+when I noticed it. All signals

-were at dunger, After I attended the brake

[ S

and signed the guard guidance I found thut
17 Up moved a little backwards and also heard
shouts from cabin and sounds “which I could

not make out, I had' given the line clear to -

the guard of 17 Upwhen I attended the brakes
van. I'gave the line clear to guard :before
the up loop line starter ‘was lowered, T had
given the order to lower- the up, starter,
When I. knew the accident had oceurred I
cal]led the station master, who came 15
minutes later, I did not oasist in releasing
the injured, I went to the stajion to arrange
with Burdwan * to 'send “the relief van [
kave been at Khana Junction since last June.
1 have used fog-signals, but I cannot say
when I'used them last .The morning way
not fogey, but clear, )

Platform Assist~



; down goods; no unlcading. I was west of
DPullin Kakar, 'pmntsm;tl::é-—?_:ﬁvn]?‘egxglt';!-natIL tl(:e 1e%e1-cr0‘ssing on ?hegdoyvn line side,
st Khana Junczlcén ?:,;ock My duty was from When I saw the coal train coming I exhibited
Eo onhdutyn I \ias the only pointsman on s red signal, but the ?Emn camﬁ_ 01" very
2to 10 l;)urs: The station master told rapidly. The driver did not whistle. A
duty at the éinclle. on to the down platform little after the coal train left Simulis the
me to allow d,O\t‘Wll D tor the down mail had train was seen; it was seen before it reached
Bor o s wra edy e. Thebrake-van came the outer, The night was clear ; there was no
{mssedt.mél‘léw \;’;ﬁ;e otnhe; Jove) crossing _ Ete. fog. The down main line signals were all at
l?h:rz was ofﬁ)y loading to be done into 64 dange}-. I‘saw them so,
FINDING. N

We, having carefally considered all the evidence, do find as follows t—

i i i in line goods
dent was due to driver Donegan, the driver of 124 down main goods,
failinTrht;t cggzro?c}‘i;s ?:a.in soon enough when a;proachmg Khana Juncition on the 7th of
Fébrt;:a.ry 19035, at about 3-45.

i j i i i flicient pre-
v sder this due to an error of judgment on his part in not taking su P
cautit‘)';:-—c:?;: (glc;neral Rule 96, clause 2, cori’sidering the state 'of the weather and the
probable condition of the rails.

i d by a number of witnesses that the fog was too dense to admit of signals being
seen ﬁnlt?lsfl?iie ci{)sae to them. This is not borne out by other witnesses. We are of opinion
that there was a fairly thick fog, but consider the driver should have seen the signals which
were at danger earlier than he did. . ‘

We are satisfied no fog signals were used and ‘consider they should have been.

"y Remarks by the Government .Inspecter of Railways.

The system of working in force on this section is the so-called Ab'éoh.lte Block (Section
clear), in which the running road is held clear for an approaching train up to the second
stop signal (home signal) which, in this case, is. 280 feet outside the fouling point of the
first, set of points. The distance from- the distant signal to the home s;gnal is 1,800 feet.
The distance from the home signal to the site of the accident is 890 feet. ‘The approach to
Khana Junction is level for § mile up to 600 feet inside the distant signal, then a down
grade of 1 in 2,000 to the site of the accident. _ B

- No. 124 down consisted “of 50 loaded coal wagons weighing 1,200 tons, an ‘epgine and
tender, C. A. class, weighing 59 tons empty and 81 tons full, and & brakq-vag. weighing 15 °
tons. The speed allowed for No. 124 down with the above load and engine was 18 miles an
Lour. The brake power available was 59 tons fox; engine and tender and 15 fons for. brake.-
val. . . . Y

Assuming that only 90 per cent of brake power of engine and fender and 70 pex" cent of brake ,
power of brake-van was used, and assuming -07 for brake co-efficient and taking § of this «-

for greasy rails, then (from the formula D-—_?‘%{)"the train would have pulled up in-2,250 feet,

* " If the brakes were all'applied at the distant signal the train would have stopped 440 feet
short of the site of the accident, but 450 feet inside of the home signal, and 170 feet inside
the fouling point of the first set of points. _ Y o .

I do not think the driver applied his steam brake until some 200 or 300 feet ,after he
had passed the distant signal, the brake’of the brake-van being applied some appreciable time

later. Considering the state of the weather the driver of No. 124 down goods had dof his
train under sufficient control, and, not being warned by fog-signals and not seeing-the distant
signal until he had passed it, he could not pull up the train in time. L
- The rules of working were broken— | T
1st, by the station master in not having fog-signals placed on the line ;'
2nd, by the driver of No. 124 down goods in not having his train undeér sufficient.
control. : . . : ’
The driver (D. H. Donegan) has been prosecuted by the police and found not guilty.
The conduct of the van goods and station staffin not giving any?assistance in releasing
the injured is reprehensible and should be taken up by the railway administration.
The LEast Indian railway have under indent gear for fitting 1,000 wagons with vacuum
brakes which will be used on mineral and goods trains. : .
) J. H. WHITE,
Government Inspector.

LJ
@

Remarke by the Senior Government Insﬁcctor of Ratlways

I agree with the ¢Finding’ : the question of brake power will be taken up with the sailway
adwinistration. If the Absolute Block system of working had been in force, namely, line
clear up to the starting signal, the accident would probably not have happened. -

' ) H. SAVORY,
.. . Senior Government Tuspector,
CALCUTTA :
The 24th Murch 1905,

“Pioneer Press No, 2252.—4-8-0G. ) 2



Appendix VII to the abstract return of accidents on Indian railways for
the twelve months ended the 31st December 1905,

Report of the };froceedings of a joinl enquiry held at Kharindwa station on 3rd MHay 19035 and
at Delhi station on 9th idem, to enquire inle the circumstances which led to the derail-
ment of No. 15 up Bowmbay Mail et Khurindwa slation, Delhi-Umballa-Kalka railway, -

on 30th 4pril 1905.

The committee was composed of the following officers ;—

A. H. ASLETT,
S. W. JEWELL,
A. DEvox,

Acting District Engineer, E. 1. Ry. ...
District Traffic Supdt. ”
District Loco. Supdlt. ”
CaprralIx H. A. L. HEPPER, R.E., Government Inspector of Railways

President,
Members.
vee  Present.

DESCRIPTION.

At 3-54 hours on the morning of the 30th April 1905, 15 up Bombay-Kalka Mail
was derajled after passing the facing points of Kharindwa station—the whole train except the
two rearmost vehicles having left the rails. The distance from the facing points to the place
where the engine came to a stand was about 460 feet. No person complained of any injury.

The rolling stock was considerably damaged.

EVIDENCE.

Christopher Ross, mail driver—1 was driver
of 15 up Bombay-Kalks Mail on 26th April
from Tundla, On epproaching Kharindwa all
signals' were in my favour, including the
points indicator which showed a white light.
I was looking out for line clear on the leit
gide of the engine, that is. the side on which
the line clear message was picked up. I
noticed the white light of the points indica-
tor a$ a distance about half way between the
distant signal and points. In my judgment
1 was running between 25 and 30 miles an
hour. After passing over the points I felt

" the engine oscillate a lot and knew we were
off the road, so I applied the brake imme-
diately. Immediately after the accident I
exowined the points and found them set for
the straight line, the- indicator still showing
white, Apparently the points were not lock-

ed for the lever worked both ways. The:

right hahd tongue rail of the points was
slightly bent near the end, I asked the
jemadar if he had locked the points, and he
replied that he had locked them end handed
the key over to the station master on duty.
I noticed nothing unusual until I had gone
over the points, ,

It was about 4 or 5 minutes after the acci-
dent that I went to the points,

Re-called.~The accident bappened st 3-54
on the morning of the 3Uth April 1905,

On pessing the points I could not suy
which road my engine took.

David Halley, fireman.—I wos the fireman
of 15 up Bombay-Ralka Mail on 20th
Aprilfrom Tundla. On approaching Kharindwa
I noticed the signals were in our favour——
the points indicator was showing a white
light. I saw this just befure I picked up the
line clear message. After passing the points
I felt there was something wrong, whether
with the engine or what I am unable to say.
-1 was not aware we were off the road until

we actually stopped. 'When passing the
puints I cannot say that I noticed anyone
standing there, .

In my opinion we were travelling zt a
speed of about 25 to 30 miles an hour,

Arthur V, Manly, guard.—I was guard of
15 up Bombay-Kalka Mail from Delhi on
30th April, When approaching Kharindwa
the driver applied his vacoum brake as usual,
I noticed the signals were all right. I could.
not see the points indicator from the brake-
van on account of the curve. The vacuum
brake was first applied as my van was, pass-.
ing the distant signal and taken off amain,
Just a8 my van reached 1he points I felt
jump, and the truin came to a sudden stop.’
The valves in my brake of the vacuum open.
ing simultaneously. '

I looked back and saw the jemadar stand-

"_inﬁ et the points and the light of the points
indi

cotor showing white, I then walked down
the other side of the train accompanied by the
driver, and examined the points which were
set for the straight, The two end carriages
were stundingon the loop—one oflicer’s car-
riage No, 19168 and the other my brake van,
The remsinder of the train, including engine,
tender and eleven vehicles was dersiled.
I turned the points lever and found it
could be worked either way. I noticed the
nose of the right tongue rail was slightly

- bent,

Alfred Kingham, mail driver—] was the
driver of 16 Down Kalka-Bombay Mail from
Umballa on the morning of 30th April, I
passed through Kharindwe at 1.51 on the
straighf, I noticed the points indicator was
showing a white light ot both ends, I passed
through at a speed of about 20 to 25 miles an
hour. As I passed over the trailing points
I noticed nothing unusual. There was no
one at the points, If I had burst the points
I think I raust have heard something. 1have
never burst points before,



George Dinkam, fireman~1 was the fireman
of 16 down Kalka-Bombay Mail from Umballa
on the morning of 30th April. On passing
Eharindwa all signals were in our favour,
and lights of points indicators both facing
and trailing showing white. I noticed no-
thing unusual on passing over either points
or through the station. We were travelling
ot » speed of about 25 miles an hour, I bave
never been on an engine when the points
have been burst,

James 1, Barrow, guard.—] was the guard
of 16 Down Kalka-Bombay Mail from Kalka
on the night of the 29th April and passed
Kbarindwa on the morning of 30th April, I
noticed all signals were in our favour and
points indicators showing & white light. We
passed through on the straight at a speed of
about 20 to 25 miles an hour.

Nizam- Uddin, assistant siation master, Khar-

indwa.—I was the station master on duty on -

the morning of 30th April from 2 to 10

hours, The first train to errive whiist I was

on duty was 15 up Bombay-Kalka Mail
Thanesar asked for line clear for 15 up at 3-5
and I gave line clear at 3-9 and I .asked
Umballa for line clear at 3-11, When I came
on duty I received the keys of the points,lock
for both ends from the assistant station
master named Raghber Dial whom I relieved,
I sent Moti jemadar to the facing points,
and, after seeing that he displayed a red
signal light, I sent out the line clear message
by porter Lallu to- the line clear post and
ordered signals to be lowered. From the
platform I could see the points indicator was
showing a white light,

Just ag the train passed over the points I
"beard a loud noise and went in the direction
of the train to see what had happened, I
met the guard at the engine and accompanied
him to the points and found them set for the
straight.

" I came to Kharindwa on the 17th February
1905, The safety locks were fitted to the
points on the 22nd February,

About this date I personally pointed out
to Mr. Emery, the Permanent-way Inspector,
that the key could be removed from the
safety lock after locking the points either
for the straight or for the loop, The In.
spector replied that the safety lock wan all
right and that the circular was wrong,

I did not send out the key to make sure that
the points were set for the straight, as having
the key in my possession and seeing the
points indicator light showing white, I con-
cluded the points were set for the straight.

The safety lock has been reported out of

order and rep}air&d three or four times since it
was brought into use,

. Moti, points jemadar, Kharindwe.—1 received
instructions from the station master to go
and see that the facing points were set for
the straight to receive No, 15 up. I examin-
ed the points before signalling to the station
master that all was right, After shaking the
lever I'found them all right, so showed & red
light according to the rules, The station
master then caused the signals to be lowered.
When 15 up arrived the engine took the
straight, 'When the engine had gone &

distance of about 15 paces there was & crash
and I knew the train was off the road. I did
not touch the points, lgver, but was standing
alongside. I do not kmow how it happened
that the two last carriages had gone on to the
loop. After the accident I examined the
points thoroughly and found they were all
right and nothing bent or dnrxlnged.

I did not move the lever whilst the train
was passing over the points, as they were cor-
rectly set and I had no rsason to do so. Idid
not do anything further as the safety lock key
wag with the station master,

I am quite sure the points were not damag-
ed when I examined them after the accident,
I exsmined everything connected with the
points. Iam & man of experience, and if they
had been damaged they would have been all
in pieces, I have never seen any burst points
in my 20 years’ service,

. Baroo, blackemith, of Permanent-way Inspec-
tor, Umballa.—I fized the safety locks at Khar-
indwa in the month of February 1905. The
Permanent-way Inspector showed me how to
fix the lock, but did not tell me how mauy
slots to cut in the tongue. I cut two slots,
and when the Permanent-Way Inspector saw
them fixed there were two slots in the tongue,
I was not supplied with any plan or sketch
showing how the koy lock should be fixed.

Raghber Dial, relieving station master, Khar-
indwa.—On the 29th April I came on duty

at 18 hours and worked till 2 hours on the

30th April. Trains No. 17 up, 12 down, 2
down and 16 down passed through whilst I
was on duty. Train 17 up was received on
the loop or station line; 12 down wag also
received on this line. Nos. 2 and 16 down
were received on the straight,

The timings are as under: —

Arr. Dep. -
No.2 down 20-10 ran through on
' straight,
No. 17 up 21-0 21-5 on loop.
No. 12 down 23-32 23-37 on loop.
No. 18 down 1-58 ran through on

straight,

When 12 down was expected I sent out
Jewie, jemadar, with safety lock keys to man
the down facing points. I don’t know why
.I sent him, except that it is the rule to exam-
ine the points. He retorned me the key
after examiningthe points. On receipt of the
enquiry message for line clear for 16 down I
sent out Moti to set the up faeing points and
to lock them for the straight line. On his
return to me with the key I sent him with the
key to lock the down facing points for the
straight. He came back and handed me the
keys and then returned to the down facing
points (Umballa side). I havé dnly been at
Kharindwa for twelve days, having arrived on
the 22nd April. Before lowering the signals
for every train during the term of my duty I
saw that the point indicators were showing
the proper light for the road over which the

train was to pass,

—

Arthur Devon, District Loco, Superintendent, |
Pundla.—I travelled in 15 up ex-Turdla on
29th May 1905, Mg carriage, No, 1916, was
in front of the rear brake-van. At Xharindws

L



1 was suddenly awakened by & rapid stoppage
of the train, and I at once thought some sort
of accident had ocourred. Iimmediately got
out of the carriage, and, after running up the
train to see what had happened and whether
any passengers had been injured, I returned
and examined the facing points. I foundthe
points set for the straight, and the right
tongue rail bent away from the stock rail, the
amount of opening being 13" at the extreme
point. Tha points were locked, but I was able
to move them from straight to loop and wice
versd without difficulty. A subsequentexamin-
ation of the lock showed that the locking
tongue had been forced under the plunger,
thereby permitting the movement of the
points notwithstanding their being locked,
The marks on the plunger clearly show that
the locking tongue had been forced from left
to right, or from straight o loop. Previous-
Iy to the examination of the lock I thought
the tongue rail might possibly have been open-
ed by a sharp flange,and I aceordingly examin-
ed all the right wheel flanges from the rear
brake van to the bogie wheels, but found all
the flanges in good running order, The marks
on the locking tongue and plunger, however,
clesrly prove that the lock had been forced
from left to right and not from right to left.
I made a careful examination of the ground
and rails, taking note of ali wheel marks,
broken chairs, ete., and personally made
measurements for a sketch showing positions
of derailed vehicles, wheel marks, etc,

Mansel C, G. Young, Offg. Resident Engineer,
Umballa.—1I trollied out to Kharindwa, arriv-
ing there about 9 hours. T met the District
Loco. Officer, Tundle, there on my arrival, and
together we went and examined the points
and found that the line was set for the straight
line, but the east tongue rail had been bent
for 2 ft. from the nose, so that the tip wag 13
inch from the stock, The rest of the tongue
rail fitted close against the stock rail, as did
also the west tongue rail. I examined the
points and the Jine up to the point where it
had been broken up, and found it in good con-
dition, correct to gauge level, and the sleepers
in good condition and not damsged by the
wheels at the time of the accident. I could
find nothing in the condition of the perma-
nent-way which could account for the accident
except the bent tongue rail, On' examining
the point lock I found that at the same time
as the tongue rail had been bent the lock had
been forceg, the tongue of the key lock having
ploughed a notch in the plunger and bent it
up in'such a way that the switches could be
moved when the plunger hud been shot for-
ward, I also found that two slots had been
cut in the tongus of the key lock in such a
way that, if the tongue rail had not been bent,
the plunger could have been shot forward snd
‘the key removed whether the points were set
for the straight or the loop, though unless
the points were locked the key could not be
removed,

These locks were put in last February, and
almost immediately after they bad been put
.in I went and examined them carefully in
company with the Permanent-Way Inspector,
Umballa. 1 found that they were correctly
fized and that the key could tot be removed
‘unless the line was set for the main line,

I worked the points and tested putting in
and taking out the key personally, and 1 am
absolutely certain that at that time there was
only one slot in the tongue of the key lock,
I 2m unable to say when the second slot was
put in. I never guve any orders for it to be put
in, nor bas my attention ever been drawn to
the fact that it does not comply with the sta-
tion rule at present.

D. H. Mangar, driver—I1 was driver in
charge of engine No. 208 working No. 2 down
mail on 29th" April 1905 from Umballa,

I passed t.hrou%)h Kharindwa station on the
straight line at about 20-8.

I have no recollection of what light the
disc at the trailing points was showing.

H,' B. Kelly, fireman.—1I was the fireman on
engine No, 208 working 2 Down mail on 29th
April 18035, from Umballa,

- When passing through Kharindwa station
on the straight line I did not notice the dise
signal at the training points, as I was busy
with my fire after picking up the line clear
message, ° :

Furzund Ally, fireman, Umballe,—1 was the
night fireman on engine No. 203 working No, 2
Dowe mail on 29th April 1905 from Umballa,
‘We passed through Xharindwa on the
straight line. I did not observe the disc ot the
trailing points as I was engaged breaking the
coal on the tender, ,

Alfred Stewart Emery, Permanent-way Ins-
pector, Umballa,—1 had the key locks put in at
Kharindwa by my blackemith about the end
of February, I inspected them with Mr.
Young and found them fixed properly, ouly
one slot being cut in the tongue of the key
lock. After we had inspected them I am in-
formed by 'my blacksmith that the next
day be cut the second slot, he thinking that
it was necessary for the key lock to lock for
both roads. I was not aware of this until last
night, the 2nd May. I did not again inspect
the key locks as no complaint was made to me
by the station master as to the second slut.
On a subsequent occasion I nsked the station
master whether the key locks were working
properly and he replied, yes., I totally deny
that he informed me that the key lock locked
the road in both directions. When I received
the telegraphic messages I instructed the
blacksmith to do the necessary repairs. I did
not go myself, I deny that the blacksmith
showed me the tongue of the key lock with
two slots cut theiein. The resson I Lave not
inspected the key locks since they were put in
is that I only considered that petty repairs
were needed and that the blacksmith was cap-
eble of carrying out what was required—also
owing to the heavy work I bave in hand over

" the whole of my section. ’

-

William Hugh Hopper, District Inapector,
Dethi.—1inspected Kharindwa station on 15th
Murch. 1 examined the points at both ends
of the station as regards their condition and
working. I set the points for the straight and
could remove the key from the safety lock
when 80 set. I did not try it for the loop on
this day, ns T bad no reason to doubt the me-
chanical correctness of the safety lock, Abous



: evious to this I had orders to ) On the day of the accident I arrived at Khar-
?ns‘:miz]t{ Ig)e safety locks being put up at indwa by 11 Up passenger, and, after look-
Kharindwa and to instruct our staff asto ing round thesite of the accident, I proceeded
their working, Idid so, and the locks were to the down facing points which had not been
then being fitted and the key then tested by damag_ed and found that the key cm._ld be taken
me could only be removed when set forthe out of the safety lock when set for either road,
straight and remained in the key lock when but not th_hout-_ locking the points in one or
set for the loop. the other direction. , .

FINDING. :

We, the undersigned, having carefully considered all the evidence, do find as follows :—

That the up facing points at Kharindwa were fitted with.a signal key lock, which, in
accordance with 1t)he No?iﬁgation No. 528 contained in the Weekly Gueette, Part IL, dateq l.Oth
December 1904, (copy attached), should have been arranged to lock the points for the straight
only. . . ‘

That at some time previous to the accident and subsequent to its first installation, the
lock was altered so that the points could be locked either for the loop or for the straight, the
key being free in either case. , y

That, on the night of the accident, the points were burst trailing, when locked for the
loop, by a down train, presumably 16 down, passing through the station on the straight. This
is clearly proved by the distortion of the right hand switch rail and damage to the Ley-lock.

That the distortion of the tongue rail, causing the mose to gape 13" when the points
were set for the straight, was the cause of the derailment of 15 Up.

That, from the position of the train after the derailment and the distance run derailed,
we are of opinon that the speed was over 30 miles an hour.

That as the two preceding down trains, Nos. 2 and 16 down, passed through Kharindwa
during the hours of duty of assistant station master Raghber Dial, he must be held responsi~
sible for the points being burst. - :

That, as regards the responsibility for the accident to No. 15 up, the station master is
under General Rule 12, Subsidiary Rule (2), responsible for the detection of any defect in the
points, but, as the rule does not oblige him to personally inspect the points before a train is
received. it is not easy to see how the blame for not detecting the distortion of the tongue rail
can be brought home to him.

The station master is, under the same rule, required to satisfy himself that the points
are set for the straight by observing the indicator, but in this case the indicator would convey
no indication that the points were damaged as they were.

That the pointsman Moti is primarily responsible for the accident, as it is his duty to
set and lock the points, whilst under General Rule No. 112 he should have reported the defect
in the tongue rail which he failed to do. :

That the station masters, who have been in charge of Kharindwa since the alterations
to the key lock, are to blame for not having reported to their superior officer the fact that the
key lock did not fulfi] the conditions laid down in the Weekly Gazetle, dated 10th December.

That the Permanent-Way Inspector is to blame for not having personally inspected the
key locks after the receipt of the telegraphic complaints from the station master, and that
the fact that an alteration vitiating the sepurity of the arrangement could be carried out
without his knowledge points to lack of proper supervision on his part.

We consider that at non-interlocked stations, in the case of passénger trains running
through, the station master should be obliged to personally inspect the facing points and
satisfy himself that they are correctly set and locked bLefore the signal is lowered,

A H. ASLETT, | S. W.JEWELL, " A. DEVON,
Acting District Engineer, District Traffio Supdt, District Loco, Supdl,

Remarks by the Government Inspector of Railways.

I agree with the ¢ finding.’ I examiné_d the switoh and lock. The nature of the damhge
showed clearly that the points had been burst trailing by a down train, running on the straight

when the points were et and locked for the loop. The consequent distortion of the switch
caused the derailment of No. 15 Up mail.

The accident was primarily due to the fact that the lock was not used as intended.
Instead of locking for the straight only, it had been altered to enable the points to be locked

either way by the same key. This naturally did - away,with the security it was intended to
afford, as the possession of

position of the poiats.

_ Although the provision of such locks does not amount to- i}lterlocking, they are a great
improvement over the padlock so far as through traffic is concerned, provided they lock for
the straight ouly. But as their use is likely to afford a feeling of security which only exists

the key by the station master ceasedto hea guarantee as to the.

4
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. .
if they are correctly fitted, it is desirable that precaution should be taken to ensure that the
gtaff are fully alive to the importance of strictly adhering to the instructions for their use.

The committee express the opinion that the speed of the train at the time of the derail-

ment was over 30 miles an hour. Under Rule 131 of the General Rules the speed of trains

i through facing points not interlocked with a permanent signal is limited to 10 miles an hour.

J was given to understand at the enquiry, however, that it is impossible to conform to this

rule under the existing time-table, and that drivers could not keep time if they slowed down
" to 10 miles an hour over non-interlocked facing points. :

Pending the proper interlocking of all roadside stations it would appear necessary to revise
the time-tables if these do not admit of the rules being complied with.

sThe gonsequences of the accident at Kharindwa were slight as it happens; but in less
fortunate circumstances the result might easily have been a disaster. :

I fully endorse the recommendation of the committee regarding the personal inspection
of the facing points by the station master in the case of non-stopping passenger trains.

Documgnts accompanying. H. A. L. HEPPER,
Annexure 1. CAPTAIN, R.E.,
, ; . Government Inspector.

. Bemarks by Senior Government Inspector of Railways.

I agree with the ¢ finding’ of the committee and the remarks of the Government Inspec-
tor. : . '

The failure of the permanent-way inspector to detect the alteration in the locking bar
which had been made two months previously without his knowledge shows a serious neglect of
his duties and want of appreciation of the responsibilities of his post.

With regard to Captain Hepper’s remarks on the proper interlocking of roadside stations,
it is indispensable that the time-tables should be revised if it is found impossible for drivers

to keep time without breaking rules, or that the proper interlocking of such stations should
be taken in hand at once.

LUCKNOW : } | C. S. ROSE,

MAJOR, R.E.,
Dated 19th June 1905. Senior Government Inspector
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Anpexure 1 in Appendix VII to the abstract return of a.cq:idents' on Indian
railways for the twelve months ended the 31st December 1905, -

Copy of Notification No. 528 of Weekly Gazettee, Part 11, dated 10th December 1904.
528.—Allahabad and’Delhi Districts new i:ey locks for facing points.
New key locks are now being fitted and work as follows :—

The keys can only be removed from the locks at the points when the latter arer set and
locked for the main or straight line. : S

It is essential that before signals are lowered for & train torun through fhe sté,iibn
without stopping that the trailing as well as the facing points should be properly secured’ and
set for the main line.

Before giving orders for signals to be lowered for a train to run fhrough the sts;.tion, the
station master on duty will satisfy himself by being in possession of the two keys, that the
facing and trailing points are properly set and secured for the passage of the traina- )

¢ Pioneer Provs No. 2262.—3-8-08,
-



Appendix IX to the abstract return of accidents on Indian railways
for the twelve months ended the 31st December 1905,

Report of the proceedings of a jornt committee of enquiry held ab Howrak station on the
24th, 25th and 27th November 1905, to investigate the cause of collision between No. 10 up
Bengal-Nagpur railway passenger, No. 7 down Bengal-Nagpur railway passenger and a goods
pilot, whick occurred af the function between the East Indian and Bengal-Nagpur railways
near Howrak on the 19tk November 1905,

The committee was compased of the following officers :—
S. J. RENDRICE, Assistant Carriage and Wagon Superinlendent . . President
A, C. Canx, Works Manager, Locomotive Department, 3
Bengal-Nagpur ratlway.
R. H. Scorr, District Traffic Superintendent, Bengal-
Nagpur railway.

S. S. Toirock, Disirict Engineer, Bengal-Nogpur
ratlway.

 Present
first day.

ot .
J. FixooN, District Superintendent, East Indian ratlway . o ¢ Members,
S. T, DurroN, Signal Engineer, Last Indian ratlway . . .
E. RogensoN, Acting District Bngineer, East Indian sailway . .

J. F. Ricuzy, dssistant District Locomotive Superintendent, Fast
Indian railway. =

J. D-Fryn, Offg. Goods Superintendent East Indian ) Present 2ad

ratlway. and 3rd days.

R. W. EcERTON, Senior Guvernment Inspector, . . . . o Present.

DESCRIPTION.

At 18-35 on 19th November a eollision occurred at the Bengal-Nagpur railway junction
on the East Indian railway at Howrah, between the seventh down East Indian railway pilot
10 up Bengal-Nagpur railway aud 7 down Bengal-Nagpur railway passenger trains, blocking
Bengal-Nagpur railway up and down main lines, up East Indian railway main Jine end up
and down East Indian railway goods lines, Owing to No. 10 up train being on the locking
bar of the junction®facing points, the latter could not be moved, and consequently it was
_impossible to Jower signals for down East Indian railway main line trains fill 19-35.

The engine of 7 down Bengal-Nagpur railway had the bogie and the leading and driving
wheels derailed. The engine of 10 up Bengal-Nagpur railway had also the bogie and leading
and driving wheels derailed. The two rear vehicles of the 7 down East Indian railway pilot
were derailed and badly damaged, the low-sided truck being sandwiched in between the Bengal-
Nagpur railway engines. - , ‘

The East Indian railway vehicles damaged were brake van 1081 and iron open-sided
13632. The low-sided was completely smashed having been jammed in between the two
Bengal-Nagpur railway engines. The brake van was badly damaged and totally derailed: the
third vehiele from the rear of the train, iron covered goods 15900, had all the wheels derailed.
The approximate cost of the damages to East Indian railway rolling-stock is Rs. 4,045. The
approximate cost of damages to permanent-way is Rs. 230, that of the Bengal-Nagpur railway
engines is approximately Rs. 1,200,

The only person injured was a Locomotive peon who is said to have been riding in the
rear brake of 7 down pilot. ‘

Single line working by the down East Indian railway passenger line, was introduced at
19-85 between Howrah and Lillooah, and remained in force fill the clearing of the up Kast
Indian railway main line at 21-35.

The up Bengal-Nagpur railway main line was cleared at 9-45 on 20th November 1905.
The down Bengal-Nagpur railway main line and vp and down East Indian railway goods
lines were cleared at 13-10 on 20th November 1905,

The road, at the sceme of accident, is on a curve of approximately half a degree and a
very elightly falling gradient towards Howrah,

The night was dark and very smoky. '

The 7 down pilot of the East Indian railway left Lillooah eorting yard about 17-55, after
being detained at that cabin for 10 minutes by signals, After signal waslowered it proceeded
as far as Bengal-Nagpur railway junction cabin where it was pulled up for a further 10 minutes
by signals, after the signals were lowered it proceeded forward as far as Crows Nest down
goods home signal, and came to a stand at the home signal which was  On,”



i i juncti bin oave line clear to Crows Nest for 10
feanwhile, Bengal-Nagpur railway junction cabin gave ' .
1 B?rrz(:-ﬁ:‘N;g;Jur raﬁway };Esenger, and at the sametime Crows Nest gave line clear to
BZna-alFNagpur railway for 7 down Bengal-Nagpur railway passenger,

The signaller at Bengal-Nagpur railway J

unction cabin thinking that 7 ‘down pilot had

ossing, lowered signals for 10 up and 7 down Benzal-Nagpur railway trains, but

;zllearidrt(l)xs '}31 Szi;?lghg’s: elrgdi:;gf:ﬂway pilot was still fouling the crossing and the engine of

! (])e 11-1 ; Bengal-Nagpur railway pitched into the two rear vehicles of the 7 down East Indian
o =

railway pilot. At the same moment 7 down Be

ngal-Nagpur railway arrived on the crossing

i isi i i East Indian railway pilot.
e into collision with the rear portion of the 7 down ¥ P
%];i ; tis;)erciahe latter train then drew into tae Howrah yard (after Crows Nest down goods

lhome signal had been lowered) without notici

ng that his two rear vehicles had been run into

hed from his train by the impact of the collision, As it was, the last vehicle of the
;gfti(})(;wc;?ltel(}e :x?a?n 1.12 went o)I;' with, was actually derailed (all four wheels} and was pulled

along the ballast for a considerable distance (ab

out 500 feet) ultimately rerailing itself.

i i 1 - i i the East
tance from the fouling point of the up Bengal-Nagpur railway line and th .
]ndizz[r‘lhergillswur;rced;:vn goods h'nepto the down goct:‘]s home signals at Crows Nest, is

1,627° 6",

f7d ilot when it left sorting yard cabix':n.W:;s engine and 71 vehicles ir_1-
cludig‘feég:%:e? a,ndol‘:a?i It?,he driver drawn right up to the signal at Urow.s Ne'u:t. the rear of his
train would still be foul of the crossing at the Bengal-Nagpur railway junction cabin. The

total length of the train being 1,647 feet.

In view of the positions of the engines of 10 up and 7 down Bengal-Nagpur railway after
the accident, and East Indian railway low-sided wagon, we consider the time occupied in rerail-

ing and clearing the roads was not excessive.

EvVIDENCE.

C. W. Moreya, driver, Bengal-Nagpur railway.
=—1I wus driver of 10 vp Bepgal-Nagpur railway ez
Howrah on 19th November 1905. I left Howrah af
18-15, signals in my favour, Own approaching Tikias
para I shuv off eteam to stop at Tikiapara according
to rules to cot off my pilot; ae I was rolling in I
bumped into something. I could not tell what it
was, I saw that 7 down was coming in and then
she bumped into the eame thing thai I did. I then

. found tpat it wasa wagon which then capsized. I
saw no lights at all. I dropped wy fire at 18-25.
There were a lot of people present. The evening
was very smoky and dark. 1 saw the engine lights
of 7 down just previous to collision. I saw no lights
of the brake van. In fact I did not know thers waa
a brake van st all until I got down to speak to the
other driver. My engine was not derailed. One of
the dersiled wagon wheels was under the cowe
catcher. . :

Driver Beard, Bengal-Nagpur railway~1 was
driver of 7 down inte Howrah on 19th November
1805. 1 was stopped at Tikiapara at 18-18 and left
18-23. I had not gone more than 25 to 30 yards
from Tikispara when I saw sparks flying from the
ballast about 15)yards away and a noise of timber
¢racking, I ot once applied brake, a bemp
occurred and I was thrown agaidet fire-box, After
this the eugine travelied two or three yards. I saw
no light of any kind except the signal lights, and my

signals were lowered for me. I saw no one about:

except one man lyivg down on the verandah of the
brake van. I sfterwards found out that he was
Locomotive foreman’s poon, I eannot ssy whether
the brake van lamps wére lighted or not. I was
travelling at about 10 miles per hour when bum

occurred. My engine got derailed, all bogie wheels
and leading and driving ; the trailing wheels and
tender wheels were noi derailed, I was not injured
neither waa wy fireman,

—

Chorawan, shunting porter of 7 down pilot—1
was the shunting porter in charge of ¥ down East
Ivdian railway pilot on 19th November 1805, and
had previously worked thig same pilot from IHowrah
with 40 ewptiea. Thers was no brake on this train,
1 rode on the engine. Ve left Lillovsh with 7 down
pilot at about 8 ¥.x1. The yard foreman told me to
attach the engine which 1 g&id, but objected as I
wanted to exawice the train, The yard foreman
said no, and told me it start away. (When my
engine was aftached to the load of 7 down pilot,

* which was etanding on No. 1 line, the engine fouled
tho crossiag of No. 2 sidivg.) I started away with-
out examiving wy {rain, a8 the yard foreman told

me everythirg was all right including lights of rear
brake van. The lights in the rear brake van seamed
to be burning very dimly, I was riding on the
engine. I koew that 1 omght Yo be riding in the
brake van, but yard foreman told 'me to get away
quickly, so I gof on the engine, having received in-
structions from yard foroman todo so. The Bengal-
Nagpur railway cabin signals were down for my
train and we went on to Crows Nest, where my train
wag stoned by home signale. We palled up three
wagon lengths from the home signal. \We were there
sbout 15 to 20 minutes. When the signal was
lowered, the train was brought on into No. 2 Maya- -
pore live in Howrah yard. I wasaolaware of any
acoident that bad hsppened to my train. While at
Crowa Neat I saw a Bengal-Nagpur railway train
coming from Howrah. The Bengal-Nagpur railway
train passed as we were standing and should hgve
passed the junmction about the same time as we
moved on, I felt no jerk at any time, neither did
the driver msake any remarks. When we arrived jn
Mayapore siding, the yard foreman said to me how
many wagons have you brought and where js your
brake van, and your train is fonling the crossing of
Mayapore siding, and gave me orders to draw for-
watd ; he nlso said you have brought 70 wagons ond
two. have been left behind, I counted the wagans
in Mayapore siding and found 70 wagons. Whes I
was standing at Crows Nest eabin I eonld not ese
the rear brake van lamps, on account of the curve
and the foggy night, Previous to starting I enguir-
ed from the yard foreman at Lillooah what load I
had, and he said go on you have a fullload. It is
not nsnal for me to take charge of a train aloge.
There is usually & gonrer in charge. On this occa-
sion the gunner had beon suspended and this was my
first trip withoata guuner. Fifty loaded wagons or
sixty empty is my full load. Had'I known that thers
were geventy vebicles on the train, I would have
refused to take the train.

Juman, driver~1 was driver of 7 down pilot on
19th November with a full load. The yard foreman
at Lilloosh gave mo the starting order, The start-
ing signal was against me. After 10 minutes it was
Jowered. I went on and was stopped at the down
goods outer Bengal-Nagpur railway cabin which was
against me, I stopped there again 10 minutes, it
wag lowered, and I them went on to Crows Nest and
was pulled up, the signal being against me. At the
down goods howe signal I stopped balf a wagoa
length from it. I waa again atopped 10 or 11
minutes, then it was lowered. I huad gone gbout &5
wagon lengths and there felt a jerk in the couplings.



I saw a Bengal-Nagpur railway train from IHowrah elerk to the offioe aa there was another train waiting
cowing along mide alter the Crows Nest signal wag at Lillocah and blocking dewn passenger line.
lowered for meand 1 was moving forward. After R

feoling the jerk I asked the tindal what was the B. L. Ghose, cabin man, Bengal-Nagpur rail.
moaning of the jerk. Ha replied a loose coupling, so way cabin.—IL was or duty in Bengal-Nogpur raile
I continved moving and brought my train on and way cabin on the evening of 10th Noverber 1903, at
stopped at the vsnal place. The Howrah yard fores 18-4. 1t was s dark and smoky night. Aly cabin
wan told me to draw vp further because my train was windows were open after arrival of Dongal-
fouling the crossings at the shunting neek. I said Nagpur railway 19 down empty stock, the siengl
bow much further shall I go. The yard foreman was lowered for 7 down pilot and she pnssedamv
said you have a great many wagouns on, go on ahead, cabin at 18-9, and I saw that the rear brake van was

I did not count my wagons at Lillooak, but I did st clear of my crossing. I knew this by a light which
Howrah with the yard foreman and found I had 70 was a light from a lamp which scemed to be a light

wagons including the brake van which was the third on the floor of the brake van, The side lamps of the
vehicle from the engine. The yard foreman then brake van were not lighted. Isaw 1o man in the
told me ‘that the two rear vehicles of 1y train bad brake van. After passing of the rear brake van I
been in collision at Bengal-Nagpur railway cabin gave line clear for 10 up Bengal-Nagpur railway and
and had been left behind, All the wagons on arrival 7 down Bengal-Nagpur railway and then ordered my
at Howrah wers on the road. There was & tindal Jamedars to set the points for 10 up and ¥ down
with me who was travelling with me from Howrah - Bengal-Nagpur railwsy trains; 10 up left Crows
to Lillooah, and uleo returned with me, There was Nest at 18-18 and 7 down left Bengal-Nagpur rail-
no guard in charge of the train except this tindal way junotion at 1817, Rear brake of 7 down pilet
‘When leaving Lillooah I saw that the lamps of the passed my cabin at 18-9. The light that I saw on
rear braoke van were alight on both sides, and I did the floor of the brake van was a Yed light. When I
pot look for them egain. The yard foreman in gave the order for 10 up and 7 down to be pulled
Lillooah $old me there wera 54 vehicles on the train. off, the crass-over was guite olear and 1 cau only

Had I beeu told there were 72 wagons on the train account for the accideni through the fact that the
1 shonld have'refused to take the lgad. My loads driver backed his train,
are 62 empies and 54 loaded. We never havea

guard in shunting work between Lillooah sorting B. M, Glhose, cabin man, sorting yard cabin.—
yard and Howrah. I was on duty on the evening of 19th November 1905
in Lillooah sorting yard cabir. I got lire clear from
— . . Bengal-Nagpur railway junction cabin at 17-52, and
, the pilot pessed my enbin at 17-55. When the
A, Jo Mackestich, yard foreman,V Lillooak sort- train passed me I noticed that it was & partioularly
¢ng yard.-1 was on duty in Lillooah sorting yard long train. As the rear brake van passed my cabin
on 14th November 18035.q L deapatched ¥ down pilot I noticed both the side Jighta and the tail light were
on that date, The train was the load of 120 down alight, bot burning dimly. I saw no one in the rear
goods. The load was 68 vehicles iacluding 15 emp- -brake van. I bave been working in this cabin for 3
ties. It had & rear brake, fitted with lampa; the or 4 months, and never pass a train without one
lamps at the time of leaving Lillooah were lighted. light. I have seen trains with all three lamps
The lampman lighted the lamps. Isaw him do =o. buroing, with two lamps burning aud with one lamp
There was no guard in charge of the train, only a burning, but on only one occasion do I remember &
shunting porter who eame in with the pilot pre- train starting without any lights at all. This was
viously ; 1 handed the starting order to driver per- sbout a month ago. It wne ashort trajoand the
sonally, and told him that as there was only one man Bengal-Nagpur railwey cabin signals were agninst
in charge of this {rain not to allow him to ride on jt. I sent wy signalman to tell the gunuer to light
the engine, but that he was to ride in the brake van. .  his lights, which he did, I am aware of Block re-
I wos presont at the time the train etarted and dia« gulations, Cbapter 28, paragraph 6 o, to the effect
tinctly saw that the brake van lamps were lighted. in that should a brake van pass with the limps burning
the rear, and the shunting porter was riding in the dimly, the cabin signaller tiust advise the cabin in
rear brake on the front verandah. I canmotsayif .  advanes of the fuot, But I did not do so on that
there was a fuil lamp. I was called away by my aceasion. :
Fixpive.

‘We having carefully considerd all the evidence, do find as follows :—

(1) That the Foreman of Lilloozh sorting yard, A. J. Mackertich, is primarily responsible
for the accident for having permitted 7 down pilot to start from the yard with an over load,
withmit any person in charge of the rear brake van, and without any of the brake van lamps
being lit.

g‘(2.) That the signaller in charge of Bengal-Nagpur railway cabin, B. L. Ghose, is res-
ponsible for not having taken steps to assure himself that the rear of 7 down pilot had
cleared the crossing, before lowering signals for 10 up Bengal-Nagpur railway and 7 down
Bengal-Nagpur railway. As the brake van lamps were not lit, the signaller had nothing to’
show that the whole of 7 down pilot had arrived, in spite of this he sent * Train Out of
section ” for that frain to sorting yard cabin. Under the circumstances he should have taken
steps to ascertain if the train'bad arrived complete, and if the rear of it was clear of the
crossing. .

(3? With regard to the over load the down goods home signal at Crows Nest is
1,627 feet in advance of the fouling points of the up Bengal-Nagpur railway lines and the
down East Indian railway goods line o that a train of ordinary Joad standing at the signal
would be well clear of the fouling point. A train of maximum load of engine, 62 empties,
Officer’s carriage aod brake van is approximately 1,464 feet long, so that in this case a driver
could be standing 163 feet short of the signal and ret be clear of the fouling point.

The actual length of T down pilot was 1,647 feet so that even had the driver drawn right
up to the signal the fouling point would bave heen obstructed h{lﬁo feet.

The engine of 10 up struck 7down pilot 47 feet from the end, therefore, the engine of
the pilot must have been, as nearly as possible, 70 feet from the Crows Nest down goods
home signal when the collision took place.

Had a qualifiet person been in the rear brake he could have called the attention of
Bengal-Nagpur railway cabin to the fact that the crossing was fouled,
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If the brake van lamps had been lit Bengal-Nagpur railway cabin could have ascertained
the whereabouts of the train, and that the crossing was fouled. -

(4) With regard to the despatch of overload trains between Howrah and sorting yard
and vfce verséy . .

The Rules issued in Gazette, dated 8th July 1903, for the gulda_noe of the staff with
reference to the working of the up and down goods lines, state that all pilots must be treated
in all respects as goods trains. .

In spite of this we find that these Rules have been disregarded inasmuch as the despatch
of over loaded trains has been of frequent occurrence, one train of 80 _emp@:e (whe‘n the
maximum premissible is 62) having been sent from Howrah to sorfing ‘yard cabin on
6th November.

5) The distance from the Bengal-Nagpur railway cabin to the fouling point of the up
Benggl!Nagpur railway line and the down East Indian railway goods, is 580 feet. Bearing
'in mind that at this time of the year the view from the cabin at night is frequently obstructed
by fog and smoke we recommend that a clearance bar be fixed at the fouling point,

There is a spare lever No. 3 in the cabin to which this bar might be connected ; had such
a bar been in use on the 19th November, the accident could not have occurred,

(6) There is no doubt that drivers when pulling up at a signal against them, are in the
habit of coming to a stand well short of the signal,

In our opinioa this practice is dangerous as signals are placed in advance of fouling points
- sufficiently far, only to accommodate a train of maximom load,

We, therefore, consider that strict instructions shonld at once be issued o ensure drivers
pulling right up to signals, except when special instructions are issued to the contrary.

(7) That native driver Jumman of the 7 down pilot is responsible for having taken
Chorawan, the shunting porter in charge of the pilot, oh the engine instead of in the rear
brake and also for running into Howrah without any side lights, and for not haviog ex-
changed the “all right ** signal (General Rules 150 and 152).

(8) That the signaller, sorting yard cabin, B. M. Ghose, is responsible for not baving
sent “ Obstruction danger, brake van lights out > to Bengal-Nagpur railway cabin when the
brake of 7 down pilot passed withont lights.

(9) That shunting porter Chorawan cannot be held responsible for not travelling in the

rear brake, as he was only acting for gunner Roopdeo, and was instructed by yard foreman
Mackertich to travel on the engine.

{10) We consider that all trains working between Howrah and sorting yard, should be
in charge of fully qualified gunner guards, and that owing to the importance of Bengal-

Nagpur railway cabin and the large amount of traffie dealt with at that point, Earopeans
be placed in charge, «

Remarks by the Senior Government Inspector of Railways,

.1 fully agree with the finding of the Committee and in their Tecommendations. The
accident, discloses habitual disregard of working tules on the section between sorting yard
* and Howrab, a fact which is brought to the notice of the Administration.

R. W. EGERTON,

Sensor Government Inspector.
[ ]

G. 1. C. P. 0.—No. 631 B. B.—15-8-1896 =300—C I, I1,



-

_hour.

Appendix X

to the abstract return of accidents on Indian Railways for
the twelve months ended the 3Lst December 1905.

Report of the proceedings of a joint enquiry held at Kalka station on the 17th April 1905,
to enquire into the circumelances atlending the collision between the trolly of Sub-Inspec-
tor Jawala Singh and No. 11 Up goods train on the Kalta-Simla railway on the 13th

Aprl 1905.

The committee was composed of the following officers :—

H. C. SPARKE, Traffic Superintendent veo  President.
J. H. SMELLIE Loco. Superintendent ol

D. WILSON, ’ Assislant Engineer - . }Mﬂnbers.
MRr. WELBY, Inspector, Government Ruilway Police ... 1 p ;
Ram CHAND, Sub-Inspector " " [ £resent.

DESCRIPTION.
]

At about 11-50 on the morningl of the 13th April 1905, the trolly of Sub-Permanent-
‘Way Inspector Jawala Singh, who was returning from Koti to Taksal, was run into by No. 11
Up goods train ab mile 4, chain 10, and Station Master Ram Sarup of Koti station, who was

on the trolly, was killed.

EVIDEINCE,

Jawala Singh, subplate layer.—On the 13th
instant I worked my way us to Eoti. When
I had finished work and had turned my trolly
round to return, the station master Koti
come and ssked me if 1 was ﬁoing in the
down direction and ssid he had also to go
down. I answered I had"work on the road
and it was against orderd and I couldnot
take him down, The station imaster’then
stated that he had to go down on urgent

_business under Traffic Superiniéndent’s orders

to attend to the instrument‘at Taksal, and
went to his office and produced a message
purporting to be instructions received, T
cannot resd LEnglish, but believed the sta-

_tion master because I knew,there was some-

thing wrong with the telegraph at Taksal.

I therefore allowed the station master, Koti,
es well as two of his. menials, to sit on the

trolly. ‘there were also my 3 trollymen on

the trolly. On arrival at .Gommen we en-

quired for the station master but were told

he was asleep. The' pointsman informed us

that no train had "left Taksal but one was

about to leave Kalka, so we proceeded. The

station master, Koti, told me there were no

trains. At mile 4, chain 10, the flagman,

who was sbout 5 or 8 rail lengths ahead,

shouted out that an engine was coming, and

we all got off the trolly, but Ram Sarup, sta-

tion master, Koti, jumped straight in front
and fell on the track in front of the engine

which ran over him. Bam Sarup was shoved

furward by the cowcatcher and the trolly was

run into and brokem up. It was ata very

sharp curve, and the flagman shouted and

gave & danger signal to the driver about five

or six rail lengths from the trolly. The speed

of the train was very fast, and it ran about

five rail lengths from where the station mas-

ter fell before the train was stopped. My

trolly was only travelling at about 6 miles an
Seeing Bam Sarup fall in front, I and
my men were flurried and forgot all about the
trolly. The trolly was actually stopped quite
five or six rail lengths from the engine.

, not.keep the message,

‘bed 1t away and put it in his pocket.
‘no idea that a fair was being held in Kalka

I got the time keeper to translate for me
telegrams received from cashier asking for the
trolly. 1did not get any one to translate
the message produced by station master, Koti,
as an order from Traffic Buperintendent, as
no one was there, and I unfortanately did
The station master
really gave me no opportunity of retaining the
telegram ; he showed it to me and then grnbd-
I ha

on the'day of the accident.

" I know the trolly rules. When going up

bill slowly [ always have a men in front,

coming down hill [ stop and send u man
ahead at the corners. On this date I had
stopped at the cut and cover and sent the
flagman ahead from there.

Note by Traffic Superintendent —There was
an interruption on the Kalka-Takeal train
wire between 6 and 8-30 hours on the 13th

_April.

Jawala Singh rcclekd —

Q—How far did your trolly travel after
your receiving the flagman’s signal?

A,—TUnder one rail length, but meanwhile
the engine had come within 2 rail lengths of
me.

Q.—Did you have the flagman ocut before
this curve?

A.—Yes, I had him out three or four times
at bad curves, ‘ : ‘

Q.—Did you stop the trolly to send the
flagman out, and did he go himaelf or did you
give him orders ?

A.—1 slowed the trolly down almost to a
stand and gave the flagman orders in each
case, . :

Q.—Did you send the same flagman out
each time thut day?

A.—Yes, the sume man.



anjit Singh, guard, age 25.—1 was guard of
lllflp{)n 13{?&1 igstant. Weleft Kalka 8t 10-55
but, owing to the engine slipping, we did not
reach Taksal till 12 hours, We got running-
threugh line clear, but the driver stopped to
oil his engine for sbout 5 minutes at Taksal,
The driver whistled before leaving Taksal, and
again whistled s little beyond the large cul-
vert, as there was a buffalo on the line, I
wus sitting in the brakevan with the medical
officer and heard no noise or shouting. The
river stopped the train, and I went forward
to see what was the matter, and then saw
Ram Sarup with his head fixed under the cow-
catcher, I did not see anyome while on my
way from the brake to the engine. The train
was not going fast as we were frequently
slipping. 1 ]
acé)ilc)lengt'; occurred, but I think the doctor did,
‘We did not cut off any wagons at Teksal,

Nabi Baklsh, driver.—1 was driver of 11 up
goods engine No. 16, on the 13th instant,
I left Kalka at 11 o’clock, and, owing to the
heavy load, my engine was slipping, and we
did not reach Taksal till just 12 o’clock, I
stopped at Taksal for 2 minutes just to see
to my engine. After leaving Taksul, I whis-
tled owing to some cattle on the line at
about mile 4, but at mile 4, ch:n 15,as1
was coming round the severe curve, I sudden-
ly felt a shock to my engine, I immediately
shut off steam and put on my vacuum brake,
After feeling the shock I travelled only one rail
length before the train stopped. 1 did not
hear any shouting and I did not see «ny flag-
man, and the first thing 1 knew was the
shock as I did not even see the trolly till I
was actually into it, as the curve goes to the
left, 1 hm{
on the line, The train was travelling about
10 miles ap hour, 1 had 9 wagons and a
water truck on my train, which was heavy. I
had not cut off any wagons at Taksal, o

Dyiver Nabi Bakhsh recalled.— e

Q.— Why was your brakesman in the water
truck instead of on the engine ?

A —There is no room for the brakesman
on the engine; he is only seated in front
when it is necessary to sand the rails, .

Q.—You can only see one side on curves,
and vour fireman and coslman are working,
Why did you not use your fourth man to
look out ? :

A.—This fourth man is cnly an extra man
provided for assisting in oiling and clesning
and sanding with the new engines. '

Iskar Dass, fireman.—1 was fireman of 11

up goods on engine No. 16 on the 13th in-

stant. I was firing when the driver suddenly
jommed on the vacuum and stopped the train.
1 did not see any signalman or even the trolly
before the accident, and only felt we had run
into something. The train ran one rail
length after the shock, 1 did not hear any
shouting. The train was travelling at about
10 miles an hour. 'We got off the engine ard
saw three men on each side, and the station
master was jummed under the cow-catcher,

Umar Din, engine jack,—1 was working on
engine 16 on 11 wp of 13th instant. When
the accident occurred 1 was on the coal-bun-
ker breaking cosl. 1 did not see anything

id not look at the time the

no idea -that there was a trolly *

till the engine stopped. The coal chutes are

. very difficult to work, and I was facing the

rear of the train trying to get the coal down
to the fireman, I heard no shouting,

Ilm. Din, brakesman.—I was working on
engine No, 16 on 11 up on the 13th instpnt,
When the engine was stopped I was in the
water truck and was only coming to sand the
rails when called by the driver, I heard or
saw nothing till the train actually stopped,

Lala Bhairon Dayal, medical officer.—1 was
travelling in the brakevan of 11 up on the
13th instant, The train had been skidding
a lot between Kalka and Taksal, and when
it stopped again beyond Taksal I thouglit it
bad again skidded, and told the guard to go
and see. e came back and said a station
master had been killed, I went out end
found the station master, Bam Sarup. lying
under the cow catcher of the engine, ard the
driver was pulling him out. 1 could uot say
quite how fast the trein was going when we
stopped, but in my cpinion it was not going
at any excessive speed. We did not feel any
jerk when we stopped, I did not notice any
man with flags in advence of the place where
the engine had stopped. ‘I was,sitting read-
ing & paper in the brakevan, and I did not
hear any shouting before the engine stopped.
1 could not sey how far the station master
had been pushed along the ballast, as my at-

- tention was of course entirely taken up with

attending bim. I had a look at my watch
after removing the station mrster to the
brakevan, and, as faras 1 recollect, the time
was 11.50. .

Sobka Ram, pointsman.—I left Koti on the
morning of the 13th, accompanying KRam
Sarup, station muster, on the trolly. I had
just gone off duty and was going to sleep
when the station master calied me and ordered
me to accompany him for en outing ; he told
me to sit at the back of the trolly; which I
did. I sat quiet on the trolly till suddenly
the others started shouting “ Get off.”” I
jumped off and fell on the side, The trolly

" was stopped when I got off. The trolly was

not stopped after leaving Gumman till stop-
ped at the place of the accident. I do not
koow if there was s man shesd, The trolly
was running at such a speed that a man could
have run shead for s short distance only,
The trolly ‘was not stopped for o man to be
sent ahead, but 1do motknow if a man was
shead, I had not got up by the time the
engine reached the trolly. 1 heard no man
from in front shouting for the trolly to be
taken off. [ only heard the babus seated in
front say “Get off,” In the front of the
trolly the two babus sat. There were five men
behind on the trolly both on leaving Koti
and when the accident occurred '

Allea, trollyman,—I was with the trolly on
the day of the accident, After leaving Gum-
man the trolly was slowed down for me to
get off, and 1 ran ahead with a red flagz as
fast as T could. As I came round the corner
Isaw an engine close upon me, I held upa
flag andshouted to the driver A trolly is com-
ing”; then I looked round and saw the trolly
also quite close, about four rail lengths from

s
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me. After shouting to the driver and holdin
up the fiag towards him I turned round an
ran towards the trolly, 1 was on the khud
gide of the line and cannot say if the driver
saw me. When I shouted to the trolly that
an eagine was coming the babu had already
stopped it,

Note—On being ssked to repeat this state-
ment witness contradicted himself, and stated
the trolly was still moving when he called to
it. 7,

There were four men in the rear of the
trolly, and I, the fifth man, hed got off. I
had no time to warn the trolly; it was too
close behind me, I did not hear the engine
till 1 actuslly saw it coming round the corner.

Allea recalled.—

Q. - You heve stated that the trolly was
about four rail lengths from you when you
gignalled it to stop. How far did it travel
after you had signalled ?

A.—T' within 2 to 2} rail lengths of where
I was. . _

Q~—Did you get off and go shead of the
trolly more than once? _

A.—TI went ahead two or three times at bad
curves.

Q.--Did the baby give you orders to go
ahead in each case ? '

A..—Yes. )

Q—Were you always the man who went
ehead ?

A.—Yes.

Abdul Rakman, trollyman.—I was, seated at
the back of the trolly manning the rear brake,
‘When the flagman ahead shouted that an
engine was coming, we stopped the trolly and
all jumped off quietly, except the station mas-
ter, who jumped forward and fell between the
lines. The flagman was seven or eight rail
lengths ahead, We had not time to lift the
trolly, and the station master must have lost his
head, and the engine was coming very fast.
The flagman was bolding g flag towards the
engine and was running towards us. The

trolly was stopped after the flagman called.

out to us, There were four seated behind and
one trollyman on aheed.

Badama, trollyman.—Corroborated Abdul
Rahman's statement; also states that the flag-
man was six rail lengths in front of the trolly
and that the trolly travelled four rail lengths
after the signal was given to stop.

Abdul Ralman recalled —

Q.—From the time the flagman shouted,
how for did the trolly travel before it was
stopped ?

A ~~The trolly went on to within about two
and s half rail lengths of the engine before
it stopped.

Abdul Ralman and Dadama recalled, —

Q.—Did a flagman go ahead of the trolly
more than once ?

Both men's answer—
A.—Yes; two or three times,

Q.—Did the flagman get definite orders to
go ahead ?
Both men’s answer—

A,—Yes.
Q. -Did you take it in turns to run ahead

.with the flag or did Allea always go?

Both men’s answer-—
A,—We took it in turns.

Yanoo, tunnel chaukidar—IL came on the
trolly at the request of the station master,
under whom I had served ten months asa
waterman, There were only four men on the
trolly behind. After leaving Gumman the
trolly was slowed down once or twice, but
not stopped till the place of the accident.
When the babus shouted * Get off ” I jumped
off after the trolly stopped. I fell down and
had not got up by the time the engine had
run into the trolly. 1 could not see if a flag-
man was sheed as the babus on the front seat
obscured my view. I did not hear any shout-
ing or warning until the babus shouted
“ Get off.” :

Santokh Singh, signaller.—1 was on duty at

: Koti station. The station master told me to

let . him know when the sub-platelayer’s
trolly arrived, and I advised him accordingly.
‘The station master went to the sub-plate-
layer ,while I -remained in the office. The
station master had some conversution with
the sub-platelayer, and then came back to the
office and picked ‘up a letter from Traflic
Superintendent and went out to the sub-plate-
layer again, and I saw him show the letter to
the sub-platelayer. The stetion master then
colled the pointsman and chaukidar, and they
got on the trolly and went away., The sta-
tion master said that he was going for an
outing.

Among the articles found on the body of
the station master by the police and handed
to me was the letter from Traflic Superinten-
dent which the station master had taken out
and shown to the platelayer.—Copy attached.

FINDING.

We have carefully considered the evidence and inspected the site of the accident.

The accident took place on a portion of the line where the view on either side is very
small, owing to the sharp curve and high wall and cutting. We are of opinion :—

(i) No responsibility rests with the sub-platelayer for the presence of the station mas-
ter, Ram Sarup, on his trolly. The sub-platelayer’s statement on this point is corroborated
by the evidence of Santokh Singh, signaller, Koti, and the fact of the bogus letter of authori-

ty being found on the station master’s body.

(ii) We think there is some doubt as to whether a flagman was actually ahead of the

trolly, but if he wus ahead he was not sufficiently far.

It was, however, impossible for the

person in charge of the trolly to have seen his flagman if he was more than 120 feet ahead

of him,
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iii) From the position of the line it was impossible for lfh:d dﬁx;get?olgﬁfuiezi it;g:

ol Jsllmd as stated in para. 2, it is doubtfu]dit‘ a ﬂ?.gm;:c ga;;eein - esiion to hsve secn
ine was tisfactory. The fireman and engine Jd I

:11:5] égﬂ;af230§e:: :;Shzgd‘:r{hough it 18 doubtfal if the accident could have been avoided even

had they done so.

i i jenced with the
i i f the train, the difficulties already experien _
load (;.Qi ﬁigaé?iﬁfnczhie;ﬁgd Oshow that t:he train was not travelling at an excessive
speed. .

(v) Webegto recommend that the following men be fined 1 week's pay each :—~

Sub-platelayer ... Jawala Singh,
Trollyman ' oo Alles,
Fireman v« Ishar Dass,
Engine Jack «.. Umar Din,
Brakesman, ... Ilm Din,

and that
Sobha, Pointsman,
Yanoo, Tunnel Chowkidar,
be dismissed as they had no business on the trolly.

H. SPARKE, J. 1. SMELLIE, - D. WiLsoN,
Traffic Sup'erintendent. Yoco, Superintendent. Assistant Engineer.

(Y

Orders by the Agent and Chief Engineer.

I do not concur entirely with the finding of committee. From the evidenc it seems that
the sub-platelayer cannot b{) held responsible for the accident. In the first instance he was
misled by station master, Koti, regarding trains, and secondly it was impossible for him to
see his flagman at a sufficient distance ahead of him at the point where the accident occprred.
At the same time it is most necessary for trolly-holders to exercise the greatest care when on
their trolljes and the fines recommended are allowed to stand. In the case of: the two memala_;,
Sobha, pointsman, and Yanoo, the fine of a week’s pay appears sufficient punishment for their

being on the trolly. Both men were under the orders of station master, Koti, and came on
at his bidding.

The fireman, engine jack and brakesman could not have prevented the accident, but from

their own statements it is apparent a proper look-out was not being kept on the engine. The
fines are therefore sllowed to stand. ' :

Remarks by the Government I nspeclor of Railuways.
I am unable to concur in the above finding of the committee of énquiry.

In the first place it is not proved that sub—élatelayer, Jawala Singh, took proper precau=-
tions for the protection of his trolly. In his favour there is only the evidence of himself and

his three trollymen, all interested persons, and the evidence of the latter is further eonflicting
as to who had been sent ahead with a flag.

On the other hand, the evidence of Sobha Ram, pointsman, one of the two disinterested
witnesses who were on the frolly, is distinctly opposed to the above, He statesthat the trolly
was not stopped after leaving Gumman until reaching the site of the accident and that the

trolly was running at such a speed that & man could have run ahead for a short distance only,
and that there were five men at the back of the trolly.

I am, therefore, of opinion that sub-platelayer, Jawala Singh, was primarily responsible
for this accident, in that he did not take the precautions laid down in the rules for working
of trollies on the Kalka-Simla railway in sending a man sufficiently far ahead for purposes of
protection. ' Admitting that immediately prior to the accident a flagman had been sent, -
ahead, it 18 quite evident that he was not more than 100 feet or so in advance of the trolly
which, under the circumstances, was quite unseless. Had the flagman been sufficiently far

ahead, as laid down in the rules, he would have been able to stop the train in time to save
the collision.

Further, Subsidiary Rule 231 (M) laye down that “mo trolly shall on any "account
“ ever be run through any station without stopping. The trolly will be stopped dead, and the
“ official in charge will personally interview station master or assistant station master.”

At Gumman station the only person interviewed by the sub-platelayer appears to have
been the pointsman who informed him that a train was about to leaxﬂ, Kal]za. bpeat

-

'
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As explained in para. i of the above finding, however, I do not consider that platelayer,
Jawala Singh, can be held responsible for the presence of the Koti station master, Ram Sarup,
and of pointsman Sobha Ram and tunnel chowkidar Yanoo on his trolly, though it is not
clear that the bogus authority quoted by the station master, Ram Sarup, justified him in con-
» cluding that tte pointsman and tunnel chowkidar were to be included.

In conformity with the above view of the case, I do not consider that any biame can be
attached to the engine swaff for not keeping a sufficiently sharp look-out, as it is stated that
120 feet is the utmost distance from which the trolly could have been seen from the engine.
Owing to the special danger attending the working of trollies on this line and to the frequent
trolly accidents which have already occurred, I would suggest for consideration the introduc-
tion of the following rule :—* No trolly will leave a station towards which a train is already
“ approaching from the opposite direction, but should the section be clear the station master
“ will wire the station master at the opposite end of the section to endorse all line clears,
% drivers to.keep - sharp look-out for -trolly on -section, and the trolly may then leave, the
“ person in charge having ascertained what trains are running.”

W. D. WAGHORN,
MAJOR, R.E.,

Government [nspeclor.
'‘Documents accompanying.

Annexure 1.

Remuarke by the Senior Government Inspectur of Ratluays.

I concur in the remarks made by Major Waghorn, R.E., Government Inspector of Rail-
ways, Lahore, on the finding of the committee. Taking this view of the case I consider the
punishment awarded to Jawala Singh, Sub-Inspector of Works, to be a great deal too lenient.
Owing to the number of trolly accidents which have taken place on this line the attention of
the Agent-is ‘especially invited to the mecessity for the early introduction of more stringent
rules regarding the use of trollies on the line, and the strict observance of these rules.

LuckNow: : C. 8. ROSE,
- " MAJOR, R. E., .
Dated 24th May 19035. Senior Government Inspector.
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Annexure 1 in Appendix X to the abstract return of accidents on Indian
railways for the twelve months ended the 31st December 1905.

Copy of a letter No. T, E.-2280, duted Simla, the 25th/28th March 1905, to Station Master,
Koti.

In reply to your No. 18, dated 16th instant, asking the appointment of a waterman, I have
to inform you that no provision has been given for the Hindu waterman in revenue estimate
to your station ; hence the sanction for an exfra man cannot be accorded.

(Sd.) H.C. SPARKE,
Traffic Superintendent, K.-S. Ry.

This letter was handed to me by Santokh Singh as the letter found on Ram Sarup’s body

by the Police. .
o (8d.) H.SPARKE,
Traffic Superintendent, K.-8. Ry.

This is the letter which I found in the pocket of Ram Sarup, .deceased, on 13th April
1905, ' '

(Sd.) R.CHAND,
‘ Sub-Inspector.

Pioneer Preas No. 2252.—9-8.0G.




Appendix XI to the abstract return of accidents on Indian railways for the
twelve months ended the 31st December 1905.

Report of the proceedings of ajoint enquiry held at Kot Sultan station, North Western Stale
railway, on the 22ud July 1905, to enguire into the cuuse of « collision between No. 9 up
passenger and No. 10 down mized trains which occurred at that station on the 17th July
1905.

)

The committee was composed of the following officers :—

- W. C. RODGERS, Executive Engineer President.
A. 8. CHASE, District Locomotive Superintendent Memb
N. C. HALDAR, District Traffic Superintendent ETUEr 8
MaJor W.D. WAGHORN, B.E., Government Inspector of Railways, Lahore
Ra1 MoTI LaLL, 1xt Clasg Magistrate, Bhakkar } Pregent.
Lava IsuER Dass, Civil Police Inspector, Bhakkar

DESCRIPTION,

On the 17th July 1905, No. 10 down mixed arrived at Kot Sultan at 12-11, right time,
and was admitted on the main or platform line. No. 9 up passenger, which is timed to cross
10 down at this station, was also running to time and entering on the main or platform line,
the south points not having been set for the loop, collided with 10 down in front of the
station-at 12-135. '

Sixteen of the passengers in 9 up and 1 in 10 down were slightly injured. '
The rolling stock was slightly damaged.

The approach to this station from the north is sfraight but approaching from the south
the line curves to the right from near to the outer signal and this curve continues np to within
sbout 800 feet of the south facing points. The station is not interlocked and the home
signal consista of a double-armed semaphore on the station platform. Owing to the above-
mentioned curve this home signal is not easily visible to approaching up trains until within a
short distance of the outer signal ; from this point, however. it is clear enough, but would
stand out better were the top of a tree in the back ground cut down. Similarly the position
of the south outer signal would be more clearly visible from the station were a tree in the

back ground cut down.

' / EVIDENCE.

" Tailloo, driver of 9 up passenger.~—1I waa driver
of 8 up on the 17th July. We left Dnera
Dinpensh to time and on approaching Kot
Sultan I whistled as usuel and when about s
mile from the distant signal I raw it was off,
On approaching the distant signal I shut off
steam and ordered the second fireman to put on
the tender brake, When I cvot on the curve
I saw there wasa train on the station line
and on getting on to the straight I saw from
the dise indicator that the points were set
for the main or station line, I immsadiately
opened both whistles, reversed the lever and
gave her steam and called my first firrman,
who was oiling the engine, to come back and
put on the engine hand-brake, When I got to
the points I saw a green flag sticking out of
the pointsman’s hut and he was asleep
inside,

I did my best to stop, but collided with the
other train, I saw the home signal when
getting neer the distant signal, it was
down, :

I was running 30 miles an hour, as I
approached the distant signal I had slackened
to 10 a5 I passed the facing points,

After the collision I saw the home signal
was off. (This the witness on being ques-
tioned corrects and states that after passing
the points the home eignal was raised to
danger). There was no vacuum or steam
brake on my engine No, 513, H. Class.

I bave worked on this section since the line
wag opened. When 9 up and 10 down are
both to time it is usual for @ up to run
through on the loop and to back on to the
stution line ; when 9 up is lute 10 down is
backed and drawn up on the loop end ¢
up received direct on the station lins,

The collision occurred at 12 15,

As T was running to time I expected to run
through on the loop.

Moliammed Husain, first fireman of 9 wup
passenger, —1 was first fireman of 9 up passen-
ger on the 17th July, On approaching the
distnet signal I saw it was off, we were then
some 5 or 6 telegraph posts away, Then the
driver whistled and shut off steam and I went
to oil the valves, When the train got inside
the signal the driver again whistled and when
approaching the points he opened his danger
whistle. I watched my driver and nlso looked
towards the station, my driver called me back
Ia)ndk told me to puton the engine hand.

rake,

When he had passed the distant signal
end I went out to oil my engine I saw the
bome signal was off, '

I saw no pointsman but I saw a green flag
sticking out of his hut,

I1do not know whether the home signal
remained down until the accident occurred,



* backed my train,

Muhammed Khan, second fireman of 8 wp
passenger.—1 was second fireman of 9 up on
the 17th July. This witness corroborates the
evidence of the first fireman of 9 up and
further he goes on to add that after the
accident he noticed the home signal had again

been raised to danger.

Kesho Ram, guard of 9 up passenger—1 waa
head guard ong up on the 17th July, My
driver whistled as usual outside the distant
signal, I was standing on the right hand
sige of my brake and saw both home and
distant signals were Jowered for my train. I
then crossed over to the left hand side of my
brake to see the facing point dise indicator
and when my engine passed over the points
my driver blew his danger whisple, gnd Isaw
that he was going on to the station line where
10 down was standing snd I immediately
applied my hand-brake, As I passed the
points I saw the pointsman in his hut. After
the collision T saw that both home and dis-
tant signals had been raised to danger. I
should say we were running 10 or 15 miles an
hour when we passed the facing points.

I did not notice any pointsman at the
points after the collision. I can recognise
the pointsman who was in the hut when my
train passed,

Idid not see any flag with the pointsman
or st the hut, had there been a flag Ishould
have noticed it.

Rixteen pagsengers on my train werse
slightly injured ; none seriously.

(This witness on afterwards being con.
fronted with Mamdoo, pointsman, declared
he was the man he saw in the pointsman’s
hut, whilst Mamdoo equally denied that he
waa there). . '

Tshar Dass, second guard of 9 up passenger,—
"I was second guard of 9 up on the 17th July.
‘My driver whistled according to custom on
approaching the "distant signal. I looked out
of the left hand window of my brake-van and
saw the distant signal was off. I then went
and put on my brake lest my driver should
overshoot. I first saw the distant signal off
when I was opposite the fog signal posts.
‘The distant signal is on the left of the line,
Isaw the home signal was off. I did not
notice anything at the points, seeing a colli-
-sion imminent I was engaged in putting on
my brake as hard as 1 could.

After the collision I saw the home signal
had been raised to danger, but I did not notice
the distant signal,

Khuda Bhaksh, driver of 10 doun mized —1I
was driver of 10 down on the
arrived at Kot Sultan st 12-11, right time, and
was received on the station line and brought
my traic to a stand opposite the platform
Iend both my firemen got down to look
round the engine aund when I got up again
I noticed the home signal was down for § up
As 9 up was approaching I heard the driver
give his danger whistle and on seeing him
coming over the facing poinis on to the
Stution line I blew my danger whistle and

! I had only gone about 4
carrioge lengths when the collisgi'on occurred,

’

17th July, I

I did not notice when the home signal was
put back to danger and I did not notice
whether the distant signal was off or on fo
9 up. ‘ : ‘

Idid not notice whether there was any
pointsman at the south facing points,

Tirath Ram, guard of 10 down mixred.—I

.was bead guard of 10 down on the 17th July,

As soon ag my train arrived on the platform
ot 12-11 the station master came to me with
cash bag and after the bag had been put into
the safe I enquired of him where 9 up was,
He replied, “ Sheis to time,” Looking out
from the left hand window of my brake.van I
saw the smoke of 9 up approaching about two
miles off. I got down from my brake-van
and went towards the station master’s office,
where I saw the station master following
Mamdoo, pointsman, and abusing him, and
asking him why he did not turn up for his
duty at the proper time, Then I went into
the office and signed my arrival. Whilst 1
waa in the office 1 saw my train backing and
on coming out saw 9 up eotering on the
station line, I looked at the home signal,
it was nt danger. I did not see the distant
signal, the collision occurred at that moment,
Except as mentioned above I had not noticed
the position of the home signal,

When I was in the station master’s office
the assistant station master, sub-platelayer
Doratta and my second guard were all there
until the accident happened,

The station master did not come into the
office during that time,

I do not think there was time for pointsman
‘Mamdoo to reach the facing points before 9
up got there. Idid not see the pointsman
again untii 30 or 40 minutes after the accident
when he told me that the station master did
not warn him of the departure of 9 up from
Daera Linpanah, this was said in the presence
of the station master, who replied, * 1 ordered
him to go to the points long ago, but he did
not go,” When T came out of the office a%
the time of the collision and eaw the home
signal at danger I saw & station menial stand-
ing uear the signal, I cannot say who he was,

A. T, Collins, travelling ticket examiner.—1
was travelling by 9 up on the 17th July, I
was reading in 2 2nd class compartment when
the accident occurred, Immediately after the
collision I jumped- out and saw -both the
slgx_mls were ot danger, We were running
ordinary speed from Daera Dinpanah and cume
into Kot Sultan at 10 or 15 miles an hour.

I did not see the pointeman (Mamdoo) who
was supposed to be ut the facing points for 9
up, onthe platform after the collision but

saw him walking up from that direction sbout
half an hour Inter.

Chele Ram, station master~I was station
master at Kot Sultan on the 17th July When
I received the out-report for 9 up at about
4-50, I bad the bell rung and sent for Mamdoo,
pointsman, lgave him the key of facin
points for 9 up and lapel for loop line ang
told him * 9 up is running to time, she will run
through on the loop.» | gave these orders in
my oflice after which the pointeman went

.::t&sis;lip:‘md I asked line clears for 10 dowr



Some of the staff came and told me that
10 down was in sight, so I went out and
exchanged signals with the pointsman and
bed the home signal lowered, 1 do nof know
whom 1 gave the key to. Ithink Igave itto
Dharoo, pointsman. Having seen the signals
lowered for 10 down I returned to my office
and got my cash bag. I went outside with
the cash bag and on arrival of 10 down raised
the home signal myself and went to the brake.
van with the cash bag. When I went to
raise the signal the key was left in the lock
and I took it out myself.

After handing over the cash bag to the
guard I was returning to the office when I saw
Mamdoo, pointsman, whom I had sent to the
south facing points talking with some friends
I was very angry and hustled him off to the
south points to admit @ up. When I asked
him why he was not et his points he said
nothing. At that time 8 up was & long way
off, somewhere near the distant signal, The
pointsman had only got sbout us far asthe
water column when 9 up passed him, I gave
instructions to pointsmen Nazoo and Mamdoo
separately regarding the reception of 10 down
and 9 up ; the assistant station master was in
the office when I gave Mamdoo his instruc-
tions. After receiving out-report of 10 down
at 11-30 I did no line clear work until I asked
line clear for 10 down at 11-56.  After
raising the home signal to danger on arrival
of 10 down T had both keys in my possession
and both-signals were at danger.

Nikoo Mal, assistant station master —I am
assistant station master at Kot Sultan. At
about 11-55 I usked the station master if 9
up had left Daera Dinpanah and he said yes,
then he ordered to ring the bell for 9 up.
I do not know whether the bell was rung
‘T'hen he called Mamdoo pointsman, and gave
him the key and label for the south points
and told him to receive 9 up on the loop line.

When 10 down arrived I went out to
collect tickets and saw Memdoo was on the
platform. I called the attention of the station
master to this and said 9 up is in sight and
no one at the points. Then the station master
ordered Mamdoo to go at once to the points.
9 up at this time was about half a mile
beyond the distant signal.

Memdoo, pointsman.—There  is no regular
roster of duty kept at this station, but ab
about 11-30 Abdulla, Nazoo and I all went
to the station master, and on the bell being
rung for 10 down, Nazoo, pointsman, was
sent off by the station master to th8 north
facing points, After Nazoo ieft I. enquired

of the station master if 9 up had left the last

gtation. Hereplied, * It had not.”

After 5 minutes 1 again asked if the train
had left, and be replied, ¢ Wait, the train huy
not yet left.” At last when 10 down arrived

9 up whistled near the distant signal and
the station master gave me the key and Inbel
and told me to run to the points. I did not

notice the position of the signal before the
collision,

{(This witness later denied that he received
any label from the etation master),

I was about eight paces beyond the water
column when 9 up passed nie,

I returned to the station 10 or 12 minutes,
after the collision. (The witness cannot
sotisfactorily explain what he did during this

time). .

Abdulla, pointaman.—I am certain I saw the
station master himself lower the home signal
for 10 down on the 17th July.

Dharoo, pointsman.—1L am pointsman at Kot
Sultan, but my general duties are to luad and
unload parcels during the daytime

On the ringing of the bell for departure of
10 down from Leiah I was standing on the
platform with Nazoo, Abdulla and Mamdoeo,
Nuzoo went inside and the station master
sent him off to the north facing points to
receive 10 down. Then Mamdoo went inside
the office and stopped there 15 or 2V minutes,
At the end of this time the station master
came out and gave Nihala, bhisti, the key of
the home signal and told him to lower it for
10 down. Isaw the station master do this.
Mamdoo also came out on the platform with
the station master. At this time 10 down
was in sight. The station master went back
to bis oflice for cash bag+, Mamdoo remaining
outside. When the station master came vut
of his office aguin on the arrival of 10 down
he saw Mamdoo on the platform and said to
him, “ Why have you not gone Lo your
point ? ” and at the same time sbused and
pushed him, and told him to run off und show
ared flag. Idid not seethe station master
give him a key or label. To this Mamdoo
made po reply but ren towards 9 up showing
& red flag..

1did not hear the bell rung for 9up. I
am sure that neither signal was lowered for
9 up.

I do not know who raised the home signal
after admitting 10 down, ' :

I heard the station master, 'earlier in the
morning, give Mamdoo orders to go to south
facing points for the reception of 25 up and
despatch of 22 down goods and Isaw him
go.

Nitala, bhisti,—I am Hindu bhisti at Kot
Sultan. The station master gave me the key
of the home signal and told me to lower it for
10 down and also to ring the bell for 10
down which I did. After unlocking the
signal Ilett the keys in the lock; I do not
know who put the signal to danger again.

g

, FINDING. : -
We, having carefully considered all the evidence do find as follows :—

1. That the driver of 9 up (Tailloo) undoubtedly passed over the facing points at a
higher speed than 10 miles an hour, contravening Rule 131.

2. That owing to the unreliability of Mamdoo pointsman’s evidence, his general slackness
in toe discharg-e of his duties on the morning of the accident, and the various contradictions in
toe evidence of the staff regarding the lowering and raising of signals, it is quite possible that
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1 i ) I I 9 up (though exactl

i o points and lower the distant signal for tly
Mamdoo d.lg Elo':c;tt?: i‘llr?pt;ascslill])TePtO determine from the evidence) and returned to the station
't‘{'t'l ':) ;lue (::gttin]:v the points for the loop and we therefore acquit the driver of 9 up on the
:l;a;ge of runni?:g past the distant signal at danger. .

f mind in sticking to
i f 10 down showed great pluck and presence 0 ( g
his e:rsl'ain’{;h:rtdt li:u(:il:ggl?is train in ordento try and prevent the collision which ‘he 5aW was
iénmh;:ent. and we strongly commend him for his conduct.

i i i t Subsidiary Rule
ti ter, Chela Ram, is responsible for not carrying ow
113 (44}) il‘}? ?;t}tll?aitiéoigillg?ls to see that th:a up and down facing ;t;‘ctunt W;;?i ;(i::e?r;&cél_zl :Z:
i i i ive the i{wo trains, soon alier ne
the lines on which he intended to receive ! soom elter b ) 1% (5
i i t carrying out Subsidiary hale in
for them. And that be is responsible for not ¢ g ey R s p (i
i vev. his instructions regarding the reception ol 1Y . .
giaaﬁfwdlv?e;ozzfx?g‘ eg c;osls at bis station) to Nazoo and Mamdoo, pointsmen, in each others
P‘J'CUEJ!UG.

. icion although no absolute proof that_ the station mast.er, Cl-iela
Ramsiowz?egili: %;(:eg sis;;ﬂ for 9 up \x%thout having satisfied himself that the facing points
were set for the loop-

i - lling at the speed we believed
. That had the engine of 9 up been vacuum brg.ked and travelling ab t '
it tone mcl::ing at whenglit came over the facing points, the probability is that with vaeuum
lbmke throughout the train either the collision. would have been averted or else the force of
jmpact would have been very much lighter. |
W. RODGERS, A. 8. CHASE, N. C. HALDAR,

Ezecutive Enganeer. . Dist. Loco. Supril. Dist. Traffic Supdt.

Remarks by the Government Inspector of Railways.

Much of the evidence given at this enquiry was contradictory and qu-ite unreliable, but I
generally agree with the above ¢ Finding' that pointsman Mamdoo was primarily responsible
for this ecident, in that he did not carry out the instructions given by the station master.

The evidence as regards the position of the signals for 9 up is most cohﬂicti.ng, but in
this I :ls‘:)viigree with Ehe ¢ Finding®' that the benefit of the doubt must be given to the
driver of 9 up and that both the home and outer signals were probably lowered for 9 up.

The evidence of the driver of 10 down, who may be accepted as an unbiassed witness, is to
the effect that the home signal was lowered for 9 up and, allowing this j:o be f.he case, it may
be assumed that the outer signal was also lowered in accordance with Subsidiary Rule 91 (v)
of thewGeneral Rules. Itis unfortunately quite impossible to ascertain by whom the home
signal was lowered and equally so as regards the outer signal, though I think there is little
doubt that Mamdoo, pointsman, who was ordered by the station master to go to the south
facing points, was responsible for the position of this signal.

I also agree with paragraph 4 of the ¢ Finding ’ that the station master was so far responsible

for the accident in that he failed to carry out the instructions conveyed in Subsidiary Rules
113 (d) 8, 9 and 10 (2). :

* Accepting that the home signal was lowered for 9 Up, the station master must also be held

responsible for this, in that it was lowered without his first having satisfied himself that the
facing points were correctly set. ' .

As regards the speed of 9 up over the facing points, though the impact of the collision
judging by results, was not excessive, I think there is little doubt that the train entered the
yard at a speed of from 15 to 20 miles an hour and that the driver thus contravened General
Rule 131. In considering this point, however, it must, in justice to the driver, be pointéd cut
that he was running to time and that, consequently, he was expecting to run through on thé
loop and to back on to the platform line after the departure of 10 down, and that three
minutes is all the booked time allowed for the stopping of 9 up at this station—an insufficient
allowance for a non-vacuum train and a speed restriction of 10 miles an hour over facing
points. In conclusion, I would draw attention to the fact that though 9 up passenger is
timed up to 30 miles an hour between stations, and that ell the vehicles on this train were

fitted with vacuum brakes, it was on this occasion being hauled by an engine fitted with hand-
brakes ouly.

A sufficiently lJarge number of locomotives and passenger stock on the North Western
railway system are now fitted with the vacoum brake to insist on all pessenger trains being
run with the vacuum brake, and I would suggest a Rule to this effect be enforced.

W. D. WAGHORN,
MAJOR, R,E.,
Government fnspectors
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Remarks by Senior Government Inspector for Railways.

I agree with the ¢ Finding ’> of the committee of enquiry and the remarks of the Govern-
ment Inspector.

1t appears that the engine of 9 up passenger was fitted with neither steam nor vacunm
brakes. As nearly 89 per cent of the locomotives and passenger stock on this line are now
fitted with automatic brakes, there should be no difficulty in arrenging that all passenger
trains, at least, should be worked with an automatic braked engine. This matter is being
taken up with the Manager, North Western railway. :

LUCENOW : C. S. ROSE,
MAJOR, R.E.,

12th Aujust 1905. Senior Government Inspector.

Pioneer I'ress No. 2252.—11-8-06-



Appendix XII to the abstract return of accidents on Indian

for the twelve months ended the 31st December 1905.rallways

Report of the proceedings of a joint enquiry held at Lahore station, North
Western State railway, on the 4th and 6th December 1905, to enguire into
the cause of a collision which occurred just outside the south outer home
signals at that station at about 19-20 hours on the 1st December 1905,
between M. M, up special troop train and No. 4 down mail,

The committee was composed of the following officers :—

J. SvrnEeLaND, Fzecutive Engineer . . . « President.
V. Boavrm, District Traffic Superintendent . . * 1 Memd
A. E. Prarce, District Locomotive Superintendent . . cmuers.

Carrain T, FrizeLir, Magisirate . e
J. P. RepiLy, Superintendent, Government Railway Police

Masor W. D. WagnorN, R.E., GovernmentInspector of Raslway
} Present.

DEescrirTION,

On Friday, $he 1st December, M. M. up troop special with a Joad of 2 brakevans, 4
non-vacuum avd 20 coaching vehicles conveying troops from Bareilly to Rawalpindi arrived
at Mean Mir East at 18-34 on the new down platforu line and was to go on to Mean Mir
West over the chord line, Assistant Station Master Hira Lal was on dutyat the time and got
line clear for the train from Mean Mir We:t at 18-24. The line clear bad the special
instructions embodied in it that the train was to enter the Mean Mir West yard cautiously.
Guard Mahomed Din of the train signed for the line clear and sent it up to the driver who
started on it at 18-42, took the wrong line, and did not stop till he got near the Lahore distant
signal. The guard informed him that he bad been put on to the wrong line and that he
should have gone to Mean Mir West over the chord line, After consulting with the driver,
the fireman was sent off with a memorandum to the Station Master Lahore. This memorandum
was delivered at the shed which is ccmnected by telephone with Lahore station. Before any
action could be taken on it the 4 down Bombay mail, which left Lahore correctly on tablet
for Mean Mir East at 19-16, cime on and collided with M, M. epecial at about 19-20, The
driver of 4 down at first thought the head lights of the engine of M. M. were those of an
engine on the coal line alongside, but as be got nearer he saw a red light being waved and at
once shut off eteam and applied the brakes, but could not aveid the collision, Ten vehicles on
M, M. specisl train were damaged internally by having their seats knocked out and glasses of
windows broken. The engines of both trains suffered slight damages. Seventeen passengers
in 4 down complained of slight injuries, but no serious injury was reported to any one.

-~ EvipExnce,

Hira Lal, assistant station master, Mean AMir
FEast.—When the troop train left Jelloo, ] called
Sukhi Ram, jamnadar. I gave him the key of points
" No. 8 for Mean Mir West chord line. My distinct
order to him was to make' over the kesy to Madho
Shah, points jamadar, and when the chord line was
all right for the troop train, to come and repoit to
me. By this time the troop train bad arrived at the
ptation. I had line clear ready on my iable to make
over to the guard of the troop train, Befors giv-
ing line clear to the guard, I went to eee the officers
in the train to get their permission to start. I gut
the permission and bufore handing !,he line clear to
the guard I called Sukhi Nam jawadar. I asked
him in my own language *js the chord line clear
for the troop train to go to Mean Mir West.” He
replied, * It is sl right, Let the train go.” The
guard of the troop train was present when he made
the statement and the guard of 80 down goods,
Chet Singh, was there, but whether the latter heard
ornot Ido mot know. All this conversation tuok
place in office. I made over line olear to guard nse
usual, the guard returned it to me and told me to
gend it to the driver. I came onto the platform
abd 1 gave the same line clear to Sukhi Ram
jamadar snd told him to* whistle up” end eall
iloudly that the troop train was guing on the chord
line. " He called out wnd gave the “ green signal ™
aod alsowhistled, The green signal was also shown

in the direction of No. 3 points. The driver got the
line clear from Sukhi Ram and started the frain. I
returned to office and gave the * out-report ”
to Mean Mir Woest. Owing to slteration in onr
yard there is only one exit to the chord which is
from the main line, All thelights of the train were
lighted. I firat learut of the accident from Lahore
about 18-25.

Queationed by Government Inspector.

Q.~Whom did you hand over the points key to ?

A.—To the shuuting jamadar.

Q.—Why did you not hund it to the poists
jamadar ?

A.—The man I gave it to was the proper man.

Q.—Where was the brakevan when you came
into office P
4.—1I came in when i passed me jon the plate
form.

Q—What time did you give line clear for 4
dowo P

A,—18-50 and received ** out-report ** of 4 down
at 19-15.

Questioned by Magistrate.

Q.—1f you hsd remained on the platform could
you have geen which direction the train was going P
4,—No, I oguld not see at night time.



Q.—Were the brakevan lamps lighted P
A—Yen.
Q.—Was the {rain lighted P

A.—~I know the first and sacond class oarriages
wers lighted.

Q.—Should you have stood on the platform till
the train is outside your yard P
A —~No, whan the brakevan passos me I come
baok. )
" Questionsd by District Traffie Superintendent.
Q.—When did you come on duty P
A.~At 18 hours.

Q.—Did you know for cortain those troop trains
were going to Mean Mir west P

A,~Yos, the two previous trains had gone.
Q. ~What other trains did you pass 4

A.—This was the first and only train during my
duty hours.

. —Where was 80 down goods standing P

A.—In the locomotive goods shed siding and was
there before I eame on daty.

Q.—Had the goods line,at the goods platform,
wagons on it P -

A.—1 cannot eay.

Q.~Did you know the driver was & native and
fliterate?

A.~Not at the time. _

Q,—When did you reccive the key of the points
buck P ° .

A.~1 did not get it, I did not want to. Mr. Smith
got the key from Thakur Siogh sfter 18-30. .

Q.—Points No. 3 are permanently locked # -

A.~Yes, aod all the pointsmen know when it ia
sent ot it is to admit or let out a train to er from
Mean Mir Wost. ‘ :

Q.~What are the orders about the key of No. §
points P

A.—Tt is always looked in the points box except -

when required and after use should be returmed oi
[ RN . .

Q.~Why did you not sce the key was roturned f

+ A.~The mail was ready ta leave Lahore and 15
rp was coming from Jelloo. L was expecting these
trains, and did not iusist on the key beivg returned.
‘Lhe pointsman conld not leave his points and I had
10 1080 td sond.

Recalled—Q.~Do you know the orders about
working Mean Mir East?

A=YXes. '
The Mean Mir East Station Order Book says :— -

# The following points will be permanently locked
and only opened by Station Master on duty, Now, 1,
3 and 6 will bs kept locked for the main line,”

b L] & '

Thia it art of 181 C. V. Goneral Rul
Regulations nerel Boles and

I was aware of this, but have never gone to these
Eomts myself, I sm slone during my duty hoars,
have too mnch work tajdo and could not see to
this, Kor permanently locked points I give the key
to the points jamadar who ia a sufficiently responai-
ble person. When I called Sukhi Ram I gave him
the key inside and standing at the door. ¥hen [
took the key ont of the box only Chet Singh and the
signaller were in the office.
Q~—Rule 11 N, paragraph 11 ;—knowing the

d;‘uer v{aq ad nat.'i:_e, wﬁ:y did you not carry out the
above rule and explain the special instruetions .i
body of the line clear to th:pe driver P crons i th’e.

4.~1 did not know the driver was a native.

———

Ar. T. W. TPremoh, Assistant .
Superintendent, Lahore.— At 19‘_38 ';n 253?%?;::

the station and Mr. Todd, Train Inspoctor, came m,
and said he had just received a te ephone messag
from the shed to say M. B up troop special ba:
taken the wrong line from Mean Mie East and com,
to Lahore instead of going to Mean Mir Wost anc
was standiog at the distant sigual and had told sta
tion master, Lahore, tostop 4 down mail, DBy thi
time 4 down mail bad left and he nsked me to gt
down and witness what had taken place. I wenl
down to the distant signal and arrived at 19-40 and
found the traios had collided. I asked the driver of
4 down why he had not etopped when he saw the
engine lights of the troop speoial on the main line,
He said ha thought it was an engine on the coaling
siding and did not see 8 ved lizht being waved by the

* driver of the other train till he was olose on to it.

He at once applied his * vacaum brake.” It was tou
late snd be ran into the troop special at a spoed of
about 10 miles an hour, The shook from the colli-
sion had knooked the troop train back about 20 yards
and had aleo broken the conplings between the 6th
and 7th vehioles. I thea jwent and saw the native
driver of the troop train and asked him his name and

"how long he had been working oa the diatrict. He

said this was the first trip be had worked a train, but
bad previously been once betweon Lahore sud Phil-
lour to learn the road. He belonged to Quetta district
and had been sent to Lahore oo acoount of the troop

rush. I nsked him why he had not stopped when he

found he’ was coming fo Lahore. Ha replicd it was
not until he had been standing 10 minutes at Lahore
digtant signal that the guard explained to him be
shonld bave gone to Mean Mic West instead of
Lahore. 1 asked him why be had coms with a
¢ branch ™ jnstead of & “main”™ line clear. Ie
replied that from Amritsar to Mean Mie East; he had
been working with “ Tublets” and thought this was
the way trains were worked on this section.

Sukhi Ram, shunting Jamadar.—When line clear
was given for the troop train to Jelloo station the
station master, Hira Lal,called ou$ to me and gave
me tha kep for No, 3 points and informed me that
the troop train was Lo ga to Mean Mir West over the
chord lice. I was theu opposite the station master's
office on the platform. 1 went towards the goods
shed aud called out for Madho jamadar., Thakar
Singh, seniar pointsmao, however, came to me near
the poiuts opposite the goods shed. I gave him the
key for the chord line and told him the special wonld

o to Mean Mir West and to tell Madho jarwadar this.

o took the key and went away and told the man to
tell Madho toshow the green light whea the points
were correotly set. I went back and was at the end of
the vp platform opposite the engiae of the truop special
when toe station master came up with the line olear.
I then called out to warn the gnard that the special
was going to Mean Mir West and exchanged signals
with the points. A green signal was correctly given
from the points. ‘The station master then gave me
the line clear to hand to the driver and told me to
blow my whistle a8 some of the soldiers might be out
of their carriages. The driver asked me why a line
clear was given him and not a tablet, I told him he
was going to Mean Mir West snd not to Lahore.
That tablets were only given to Lahore. I dyew the
attention of the driver that a green sigoal had besn
correctly shown at the points and he started, After
the speoial left, the station master went back jnto the
office and I went towards the engine of the goods
train in the siding. About 20 minntes after the

. departure of the special the station master again

called out to me that the mail was about to leave
Lshore and told me the mail had started and asked
if the station line was correct. I did not notice
which way the special went cut. I know mothing
about the key of the chord line after I once gave it
to Thakur Bingh. When I shouted out before
exchanging siguals I got no reply from the points as
the enginy was making & noise neat me, I only sawr
the signal waved back.

—————

Thakur Singh.~When the Troop Specisl wan at the
station, Sukhi Ram, shanting ja.mgdfr, eamo ant juto
the yard near the new cabin and gave me the key of
No. 3 points and told me to make it gver to jamadar
Madho and tell him to set the peoints for the chord



Yine when he shouted out. I went back to my points
No. 7 where Madho was sitting, gave him the key
and the instructions, No one shouted out to we snd
we ouly eaw & green light being waved. Iexvhanged
s green light and & train started and went on_to
Lahore. We did pot know that there was anything
wrong. Long afterwards the shunting jamadar
called out where the mpecial had gone toand we
replied to Lahore. The key was in the possession of
Madho all this time.

Reoalled,—~Q.—When dld you return the key to
the station master P '

A.—1 retarned it to the European station master
at 31 hours at night. I got the key baolk from
Madho as soon as the special [eft, The reason that 1
did not return the key Bt ouce was becanse the sta-
tion master was recording statements and the key
was not retarned $ill then. :

The statement that I made to the station master
on the lst December, viz., that I threw the key to
Madho Shah and that he vever picked it up is true,
and further that it was Dot till after the specinl had
. loft for Lahore that it was picked up and that then
T mysolf picked it up on being told to doso by
Madbo Shah, No one else was present when Sukhi
Ram first gave me the key. I was »itting with
Madho Shah when Sukhi Rarg ealled out to Madho
8hah and Madho Shah told me to go and find ous
what the jamadar was calling him for. Sukhi Ram
then gave me the key and told me to repeat tne
inatructions he gave me to Madho Shah, which I did.
8ukhi Ram gave me tho key at the new signal cabin.
The reason that Madho Shah gave me for not picking
up the key wea that he had not heard the shout, that
he bad expected to, instructing him to" set points
No. 3 for the ohord line. I had no ‘sltercation with
Madho Shah abont the key. Madho Shah told me
after the special bad gome to pick up the key and
}mﬁ it with my other keys and that he would take it

rom me afterwards. N

C. I, Elleson, driver,—1 was the driver of 4
down on December 1st, My train was 45 minutes
late from Lahore. I received Tablet No. 12 and
started my train. On approaching Shalamar crossing
1 whistled for the lcrossing signal which was bat
distinct owing to the smoke about. After passing
the bend in the track near Shalamar crossing I saw
an engine standing, es I thought, o the coal aiding
snd did not take particnlar note of it until I aw s
red light being moved violently up and down. I was
going at 30 to 35 miles at the time and was 10 or 12
vehicles distance away from the other engine when I
eaw the red light. I shut off the regulator at onece
and pat on the vacuum brake, but the distance was so
ehort I was unable to avert the collisron. At the
time of the cullision my speed was 10 miles an hoar.

Q.~Where was the red light waved P

A.—0On the ground at the side of the engine and
not in front. On getfing near the Shalamar orossing
signal [ saw it was all right. The time of the
collisina waa about 19-20.

Weep——

. Kenyon, guard.~When I was guard of 4 down
on December 1st, we loft Linhore 43 minutes late, I

gave the * all right ” signal to the driver when leav- -

ing Lahore platform. On leaving the Lahore
“home ™ signals I heard the driver whistle, I
looked out, but could see nothing. As we were
approaching the “ distant’’ signal I heard the driver
put on the *“ vacuum * brake and immediately after
we oollided with something. ] enquired if any
i)ﬂugengers were hurt and found some with bruises.

did not see the native guard of the Troop Spreial.
I aent word to station master, Lahore, of what had
happeved and asked for a * pilot * engine to take us
back to the station. None of the injured passangers
gave up t.heir_nn.mel. Before the collision we were
guing 30 miles and at the time of the collision 8 to
10 miles an hoor. The down mail consisted of 1
G. P. eogine and 14 vehioles (inoluding brake).

e

Madko Shah, points jamadar,~1 came on duty
a4 18 hours on the let December and went to my

station at Po‘mtu No.7. It was the time for the
down mail from Lahore and the up train from
Pathankote. A train came in on the down plat-
form. Thakar Singh came running from the
station and was showing a gresn light towsrds the
station a little befors he esme up to points No. 7
which he set for the loop line and a train started
and went to Lahore. I got no instructions or ordera
gg key, It used to be the oustom to give me the key
irect.

Q.-—When did youknow that the key for the chord
line was sent out P

A.w=An hour after the train left. I heard there
had been an acoident and heard the key had been sent
out. I hesrd there had been an accident from some
people walking slong the lice.

Thakur Singh then told me to take the key of
No. 3 back tothe station. I refnsed to do this. |
cama on duty first at points No. 7, Thakur Singh
came up about 10 minutes aftermards.

Imam Buzx, driver.—~1 came down [rom Quetta
oo the 20th of November. I have been out in five
direotisns to learn 1he road. I went out with a
goods train to Phillour on the 29th at 9 r.M.; it
was o van goods train. I arrived at Phillour at 11
bours on the 80th. I was booked out with a troop
train at 13-40 on the 1st. There were four non-
vaouum vehicles at the end of the train. I arrived
at Meon Mirat 18-38. A porter brought up the
line clear to me. Iasked him why a line clear was

iven to me as I had received a tablet when going

own and had come up from the station after
Awmritesr with tablets. The man told me whst the
station master gave him he gave to me, I examin-
ed the line clear, then whistled aod got eignals from
the guard and started at about a minuts or two after
the time on the lina olear (i.e, _18-42). After
olearing the loop points (No. 7) I exchanged signals
with the guard on my side of the engine. When L
opproached Luhore distant wignal I found it at
danger. I stoppad outside it and whistled. Affer
sbout 10 or 12 minutes I whistled again and the
guard pame up. He told me that the station master
at Mean Mir had given methe wrong line, He too
had forgotten about it and asked why I had not
poticed it. Itold him I wasa new manand my en-
gino staff were olso new and we had no knowledge
that we had gone wrong. I then consulted with |
him as to what weshould do and asked him to let
medraw up the train carefully inaide the signala till
ws could get to the pointsman or seme one. He
wounld not allow this, l‘;ut asked for @ fireman to take
s message. He gave 8 writien meswssge to the
firoman to take in. I didnot know where he sert
this man. [ took a red lamp and stood by my
engine. I soou saw red lights approaching, about
15 minutes after. I then gave my red lamp to my
khallasie and told bim to run ahesd and I got on
my engiue and whistled and reversed my evgice and
opened stoam, but before I could move I was run
into by a train. I did not protect my train in front
because the guard had gone forward with my fire
man and my second fireman was & very jgoorsnt maa,
1 did pot hear anyone shouting out * ohord line,
# chord line * at Mean Mir when I was there. J
knew that the line clear form waa a branch [ine one,
but had never seen a tablet before and thought thers
was some reason for this form beingueed, 1 told the

uard at Phillour that I was illiterate and a new man
and he should be more careful in exobanging signals
with me. Ibad noidea that I bad to go to Mean
Mir Weat.

Mahomed Din, guard—On arrival st Mean Mir
East st 18-356 I went to the station master’s office to

ot line clear. 'The station master informed me my
frain bad to go on the echord to Mean Mir West.
The station master said first let me enquire from the
jamadat whether the points are set. He asked in
front of mo of the jamadac whether everything was
right. The jamadar said, * Yes, the points were
right to start the train.'" I then signed the line
¢lear which the station muster took from me saying
ho would send it to the deiver, The station master



signed
tout on to the platform. I then
:}};2“1?:: clear book counterfg;l.ﬁnOn c}c;m;:;gnbogt
of the office the .train was starling. -7 e

office I got iuto the brake. Two wagoDd y
gE:m%o- 7gpoints" trailing” 1 laoked ohuh {.;hz:e
chapge signals and saw the train was on the oA
line. The driver did not exchange S
I at once put on my breal snd shewe T
licht ou the right hand sids of the .bmkamgv \ l.n the
traln came to Lahore distant signal. n;. e
train stopped I went to the driver at Onoalda e
him he had come on the wrong line. I told hi !
send the fireman at once to the station mastgr or y: <
foreman with a memorandum I gave the 'rer;at 3
lantern to take along with bim. After this L l:he
the driver I was going to protect the reat of th
train and that he must laok after the fronl_'."_o A :
train. 1 did not know that my driver Wasl 1t:lera "
but I kuew Lo was a now man because he ha _;1;:
been with we befors. I heard no shouting on-ihe
platforin as to where the train was going.

_* Knowing the driver was  native, why did yon
nan carcy oub tﬁa above ruleand explain tha epecial
instructions on the budy of the line olear?

4.1 did not know the driver was illiterate and
did not think it was necessary to explain snsthing
as there was no special endorsement.

. —r.—

Chet Singh, guard.—1 was in charge of 80 down
goods. My train was put into ssiding to pass the
passenger trains. I was in the assistani astation
master's olfiee when line clearwas given to * M. M.
up troop special and she was receivedon the seound
Line. The guard of the troop spacial came into the
office and asked for line clear for the chord line Mean
Alir West, He was told he was going to Mean Mir
West by the assistant station master, Line clear
was received from DMean Mir West before the
arrival of the troop special. Before handing over
line eclear to the pguard, Hira Lal, assistant
station master, wentoutside and asked the shunting
jamadar, Sukhi Ram, whether-the points were set
for the chord line, He suid ** Yes.” The gnard took
the line clear slip and made it over tothe assistant
station master, The train started. I arrived at
Mean Mir at 16-28. Eefore the arrival of the tronp
special the assistant station master informed Sukhi
Ran that the troop train woald proceed to Mean
Mir West. The sigoallerwas there at the time and
Sukhbi Ram was called in and came into the office.
The agsistant atation master mude over the keys to

the shontiog jamadar before the troop special left
Jelloo aborut 18-15.

Q. —When did you go to the station master's
office

A—~—At 16-30.

X was in the office the whols time from 18-30 till
the troop special left. The station master called
Sukbi Ram ia, when train was about to leave Jelloo.
I saw the assistant station master make over the
keys to Sukhi Ram. He took the kay out of the box,
gave it to Sukhi Kam aud told him to giveit to the
pointsman. He mentioned no pame but specifed
the points. The sigualler was present throughout.
I saw Sukhi Ram take the key. Idid nobt sse the
troop train going on the main lice,

Q.—When and what did you hear about the
acoident P

4.—1t was signalled to Mean Mir East about
19-35. Tho sfation master asked the shunting
jamadar where the train had gone. He said “ Mean
Mir West.” The shuntiog jamadar then askedthe
'polntsmn_n, who said, '* train bad gone to Lahore,”
Lhe station master sent the shunting jamadar to
enquire, The assistant station master thor went to
see the pointaman and returning said the train had
gona to Lahore, There was no mention made
;f:sa:egb My‘tr:mhleft Mean Mir East at 21-48.
_wag not presezt at the statio ’ i
did not know it was being h;]:lx.master s erquiry and
After being told at 20 hours my tra;
%utioeakmno lfnrgggr iuterest inythe “:w:i'g:n:o agn{:{
a yself with my train till i -
abant 20 b ik ¥ train till it left at 21-48. At

be pointemen came to th
I made no statement before this. The :zsi.;ﬁc:t';

station master on his retorn from the poinls aboy
90 hotre sent & man to call Mr. Smith who was |
his bungulow, I was present when Mr. Smit
arrived and left five minutes after, I was too in
tereated in my own. traio to listen to what was goip,
on. The station master did not leave the station t
c&ll Mr- Smith-

Ar. Smith, station master at Mean 2ir Last,~
At 7-45 P. o, I was sent for from wy buogalow by
wy assistant station master, Hira Lal. The lug
gage clerk came for me, When I came to th
tation he told me M, M. special troop train ha¢
gone to Lahore instead of Mean Mir West. ]
sent a meswage in Form D to *all concerned,”
After sending the message I questioned the assistan|
station master and asked how the train went on the
wrong road. He eaid, he made over the key of
points No. 8 toSukhi Ram, jamadar, with instroc.
tious to give the key to Madho Shab, points jamadar,
and et the points for the chord line. The shunting
jamadar went away and returned in & fow miantes
saying the points were set for Mean Mir West, He
said the signal was givon from the points and the
train started. I heard “chord line*” being shouted
out by the shunting jumadar while I was comnting
my cach. Iovnld bave heard thisshout if I had
been standing at the engive or st the points, I
asked the assistant station master if he had made
certain the traia had gone to Menn Mir West or not.
He snid, “he could not see.” I asked him if he
enquired of Mean Mir West whether the train had
arnved orif Mean Mir West had asked him canse
of the pon-arrival, He ssid “ No.” I asked him
where the mail was. He said, * She bad not left
Lahore.” After that I started my enquiry. I begen
it a little after 20 hoars. The first man I sent for
was the shonting jamadar. He said he got the key
for No. 8 points from the assstant sistion maater.
Ho soid bix instroctions were to make the key over
to points jamadar, Madho Shal, to set the points for
tha  chord.” Hewentsome distunce on the goeds
platform and called Madho Shab. e said Madho-
Shah did not turn up, but Toakur Singh, also =
senior pointsman, turned up. He made over the key
to Thakur Singh to give to Madho Shah to oper the
points for admission on the **chord line.” After
that he came away and reporfed to the assistant
station waster that he had given the key. I then
sent for Madho Shah. I aaked'bim if he bad
reccived a key from Thukar Singh "He said * No.”
Hegaid Thakur Singh told him nothing and that he
did not know the troop {rain was golog to Mean
Mir West. I asked him where he thougLt the troop
train way going, He said points were set for
Laliore and that he had got no orders. I thea sent
for Thaker Singh. I aked hin whv he came
when Sakhi Ram shouted oot for Mudho Shah.
He said Sokhi Ram called for Madho Shah and
Madho Shah sent him. Madho 8hali said to Trakur
Biogh * You go ou and hear what he has to eay.” A
soon #p Thakur Singh arrived Sukbi Bam gave bim
the key and ordered him to make the key
over to Madho Shah with instructions that when he
was to shout to him thom he was to opea the
cnord line, Thakvr Singh maid he threw the
key to Madho Shah and told him when he
heard & shont from the staticn be was to open points
Ne, 3 for the chord, I asked Thakur Singh if
Madho Shah tock up the key. He eaid “No." I
asked what then bappened. He said there wae mo
shouting. A signal only was given and I (Tbakur
Singh) returned that signal, % asked him (Thakur
Singh) where the key was and he produced it. This
was aboub 20-40 bours. T asked bim why the key
was in his possession. Hoe said as Madho Shah had
left it on the ground and the train had Ieft for
Lahore he hnd({)icked itup. Itold him, Idid not
believe him and thut it locked & if he had not given
the orders he received. Sukhi Ram then told me
* I gava this man, Thakur Singh, the key in presence
of the chowkidar.” I'sent for the chowkidwr, Deo
Gopal Singh, and ssked him what ha Lknew. He
eaid, Sukhi Ram shonted out for Madho Shah and
that Thakur Singh turned up instead, that Sukbi
Ram told Thakur Bingh to make over the key of
points No. 3 to Madho Shah and tell him fo set points
No. 3 for the ckord line. He also said he saw signals
exchanged between the poiuts aud the station, but



1d not say by whom. I asked the aesistant station
gggter if heykuew Sukhi Kem lad lied when he eaid
he gave the key to Madho Shah. The parcel’s clerk
was in the office when Thakur Bingh made over the
key to me and also the # day '’ mesistant station
moster Devi Dayal. I told the nssistant station
waster, I wanted his defense which he gave me next
merning. From 18 hours to 18-20 1 was on the
platform, but heard nothing about the pnssing of
keys which was quite possible as the orders would
ot be given in & loud tone. The key of Ne. 3 pointa
was in a locked Lox in the assistant station master's
office. For the two former trains.going to Mean
Mir East at 16-0 and 15-55 bours my * day '* assist«
ant station master gave the key. The ordera about
the keys are that as socn a8 the {rain passes the key
is brought back 8t onoe. I neked Hira Lal why be
bad not had hix key for No. 3 points returned at
once as usual. e said the mail was expected and
that after it passed the key would be given back to
him. The shunting jamadar ia not the proper man
to make over the key to; the pointa jamadar is the
proper man aod Madho Shah should have got the
orders direct from the - assistant station master,
The assistant station master’'s reason given me
for not handing the key to Madho Shah was
that Madho Shah was st the points for the
mail. 1saw Chet Singh in the assistant station
master's office when 1 oame to make my enquiry.
The assistant station master referred me to him as
having heard him give the orders. I asked no
question of Chet Bingh except ** what ere yoa doing
here.” Chet Singh wes in the aseistant station
master's office when I was interrogating the assist-
ant station mester from sbout 19-456 fo 20 hours,
When 1 first interrogated the assistant siation master
he was so excited that I really thought the key had
been made away with.

Q.—Have you not made any enquiries down on
the file?

A—Yes, from the luggege clerk who said he heard
the orders had been given. As it was only hearsay
evidence I paid no further attention to it. - -

The signaller said he heard the orders given by
assistant station master to Snkhi Ram, but did not
eee the key given as he was busy with his instru-
ment. From my enquiries no ove actually saw the
key given by the assistant station master to Sukhi
Ram. The assistant station master was on the plate
form. when the train (troop) left. When he was
expecting the mail he should have been on the plat-
form to see the troop train go out.

Mahomed Husain, signaller, Mean Mir East—
T agkod for line clear from Mean Mir ‘West for the
troop train at 18-21 and got it at 18-24. The train
started at 18-42. The statior master then' told me
to ask about 4 down mail. Signaller, Lahore, replied
she would leave at 19-15. At 10-15 departurs of
mnil was given on tfablet and instrument. When
taking a message from Lahore about 18-50 the
station master called to the jamadar and eaid  Take
this key—this train is going on the chord line.”
After 16 minutes my station master sgain asked me
“ Where is 4 down mail."” I asked Lahore and they
replied that she bad returned back to Lahore station.

I asked 'Why' and Lahore signalled “Why did you send:

thetroop train to Lahore.” The assistant station master
told me to ask if there had been an accident. Lahore
replied, * Yes, both traine collided.” I told the
aseistant station master and he went outside to
enquire and beyond that I know nothing more,
while I was receiving the message from Lahore I
heard the aesistant station master from ineide the
office call to the jamadar outside “ E chadi lelo
gharry chord line 9 jata)” I heard no reply, The
troop train was in the station ready to go when these
ipstructions were given. X heard it. I did mobt sce
the etation master give the key to any one nor did I
soe anybody come inside the offics. The station
master did not leave tha office when he called out.

I saw no cne elso in the office at the time the nssiats
ant station maeater callod to the jawadar. I came
on duty at 18 hours and between that time and
the departure of the troop train, I saw no one io the
office, The station master had taken the line clear
when he issued the orders nbout the key. The guard
came and signed the 1ine clear book in the offive, but
I did not see him do so. I do not remember the
‘message, whera it came from or to where going, that
I was taking at the time the assistant station master
gave his orders about the key.

Deo Gopal Singk, Chowkidar—1 wnson duty
at the poods shed when 1 heard Sukhi Ram, jamadar,
call to Madho Shah jamadar, to set points No. 3
right for the line to Mean Mir Weet, that a special

" train wonld be going there. Thiscrder was given

when the line olear was given to Jelloo for this train.
After the train came in the jamndar came up near
the engine and shouted out again, if the points were
right for Mean Mir, The train then left, The key
was given to Thakur Singh at a epot about four
wagon Jengths from the goods shed dead-end, juet in
front of me, When Thakur 8ingh came up no men-
tion was made of Madho Shah. Sukbi Ram told
the former to set the points. The train was at the
rtation when the key was given to Thakur Bingh.
Thakur Singh came up from the direction of points
No. 7. He was alone there, I cannot say for
certain if Madho Bhah was at No. 7 points.

Tlursok Rai, luggage elerk—~On the departure
of the troop irain from Jelloo 1 came to the assist-
ant station master's office. I thought 15 up had
left Jelloo and I had many packnges for that train
and wanted him not fo give *line clear’’ to the
guard of L5 up till 1 bad Joaded my packages. This
was pbont 18-15. The assistant station master eaid,
this was a troop train not 15 up. “Don’t you
so3 I am giving the jamadar orders about
putting it on the ohord line.”” o gave the
xey to the shunting jamadar in my presence in
the assistant station master's office. There were 3,
or 4 other men in the office at the time, gunards,
drivers, etes The jamadar went to the chord line
saying “ chord line, chord line.”” When the assistant
station master gave the jamadar the key he said, *“I'ake
the key and give it to him and set potnts No. 8.

. After that I went off. The key was sctually in the
station master's band. I did nof see him take it out
of the almirah. All this took place at the station
master's table where T was also. The signaller was
at work at the time. The station master (Smith)
asked me whether 1 had heard any instroctions given
and sean the key given. X said I had heard the
instructions and seen the key given, 1 did not tell
the station master that I had not seen or beard sny-
thing myself,

Southur, fireman.~—1 belong to the Quetta district
and came down as an extra man for the rush. (He
ocorroborated the driver's statement as regardeleaving
Mean Mir and what was said %o the driver by the
guard.) The guard usked the driver to send e with
bim to take » memorandum to the foreman who
would telephone to the station. The gnard came
with me ss far as the crossing, and I do not know
what happened to him after this. I took the meme-
randum to the foreman at the shed. I gave it to
the eAaprasio, who gave it to the foreman.

Memorandum by District Locomotive
Superiniendent.

Engine No. 7 P., Driver Sunder Singh, was
sent by 80 down gocds leaving Lahore at 15-41 on
30th November to Phillour to work M. M. up
special ta leave Phillour at 10-53 on 1st December. BU
down did not arrive at Phillour till 14 hours on 1st,
so that the first available goods engine, sn L.
olass, and not intended for this fast troop servics
was sent.,

Frxpine.

After considering the evidence we find that assistant station master Hira Lal is to blame
for not carrying out Rule 113 ¢ (v) and seeing that points No. 3 were correctly set for the

chord line, .



6

N c i t was under the impres-
y i i nd out the key as stated by him, bu . :

. We Q‘tso ;lélg:tlﬁ %llg ;gibni: and that instructions had been given b{ :he Ja%ﬁm(zuaﬁe
sion tbatt] :to make sura that the train was corrgcﬂy leaving klmi B at. lou.t | The gusd,
f\(}(;l{l;]x;:de})in has neclected Subsidiary Rule 11 5\?}) n{. vth::t he toock no steps

s dri y t i 3 gor Mean Mir West.
lis driver understood the ¢ line elear ¢ the froat of the wain

ini er precautions were not taken to protecs the
when‘ggoilrhzftgp;ltl:&g;&% l;r..lljtsside Lahore distant Eggnml s b:t_ weweﬁ.nunolf; aag:g:l; bb;ancﬁhl?:é
iver s ig to blame for not makiny certain, whe :
"I:h.e dnlver ,‘Fatgl %12?,?"1‘};2%;% "Wha.t it meant. The fact of his be1'ng a Dew man on ln.s ﬁrhs'b
in a5 ea.rll s an illiterate native should be considered as extenuating c:rcgmsta.ncest in his
glp as wesuzh a man should not have been in charge of a troop train -and. wai:) (n;o ] meing
vour. District Locomotive Superine 0 be. The cause of his being :n*c arge is note

o Memmsm Aum of Diire at the couclusion of the evidence® Sukhi Ram,
Tdeiﬁ:;:ga'z;madar ia to blame for informing the station master that the po:nf‘:ﬁql were sit
no:“:cltla agd he sbould have handed the points key, if he had it as heHs_ays% :: : E:x:hs
(j:an:adug direct and not through another person (Thakur Singh). His statements e

uiry were unsatisfactory. . '
. lEy cont the distinet charge of carelessness brought home as regards the assistant station
7 xI—Ili)rs:. Lal, and the negl:i,mence of the guard in not observing the procedure laid down
ﬂasgxzijsidiary Rule 11 (») :(Rules and  Regulations) the remainder of the evidence is
conflicting. ‘ .
. i ing J i tsman, Clet Singh
i Sukhi Ram, shunting jamadar, Tha.kur.Smgh, pointsman, oh,
ouarc'ir tg Sglgl;?:isi\fal?or;nd Hus,a.in, signaller, Deo Gopal Siagh, chowkidar, and Hursok
Rai, loggage clerk, have all more or less prevaricated.

( 4 down acted with commendable promptitude, and no blame of any
sort E:;Jteughr;:e:ai(:ielfoto h(i)g or the guard of kListraie. The collision could not have been
averted by him owing lo the short distance away ab which he saw the lights and t.hev
curvature in the line. _

J. SUTHERLAND, J. H. BOALTH,
Ezeculive Engineer. : _ District Traffic Superintendent.

A. E. PEARCE,
District Locomotive Supersntendent.

Remarks by the Government Inspector of Railways.

I agree with tke above “ Finding” ag regards the direct responsibility of the various
judividuals of the staff concerned.

I would, however, further point out that though the “ out-report™ for the up troop
special was despatched to Mean Mir West no one, either at Mean Mir We.st or Mean .Mir
Tast, appears to have been in the least coucerned ag regards the non-arrival of the train at
Mean Mir West; and though the run could not have occupied 5 minutes, over half an hour
was allowed to .elapse aud then only was enquiry made by Mean Mir East on learning from
. Lahore that the train had left on the wrong line aud collided there. If possible the slackness

of the station master at Mean Mir West was the more reprehensible as though he had
received the * out report ”” he apparently took no steps to satisfy himself whether the train had
arrived in the troop sidings. Had reasonable inteliigence been used by the staff at either of

these stations in enquiring as to the whereabouts of this troop train, there is, I think, liftle -
doubt but that this collision might have been avoided.

The most serious point, however, brought to light at this enquiry is the employment of an
illiterate native driver, more especislly in working a troop train, who was, comparatively
speaking, a stranger to the line. In this connection I would invite attention to paragraph 2
of Government of India, Public Works Department, letter No. 27 R. T., dated the 10th
January 1905. Under subsidiary Rule 11 (z) of the General Rulés, it was clearly the duty of
the station master, Mean Mir East, aud of the guard of the up troop special to have satisfied
themselves that the driver clearly understood his line elear. I am of opinion, however, that

soma even clearer and more striogeut rule is required to meet such cases, which might run
somewhat as follows :—

“It is the duty of every giard to satisly himself that the driver in charge of his train is

literate or otherwise. If illiterate it will be his duty to explain all line clears to his
driver and satisfy himself that he clearly understands them.”

_ If it is considered impracticable to introduce some such rule as the above, then I am of
opirion that no illiterate drivers should be allowed ou trains running on open line where written
line clears are in use. Under the circumstances the native driver in question was hardly to
blame, but he should have insisted on having the line clear explained to him by some
responsible person, It was explained at the enquiry that a special driver and engine had been
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sent down to bring up this troop special, but that owing to the block of trafic he could not
get down to Phillour in time and that, consequently, this native driver and his engine were
taken off a goeds train work to get the troop special through.

1t is difficult, on the evidence forthcoming, to determine the responsibility, if any, of the
menial staff, as to the orders actnally given bZ the assistant station master on duty, if indecd
he gave any. But I am of opinion that both shunting jamadar Sukbi Ram and’ pointsman
Thakur Singh have prevaricated in the evidence they gave, the latter's own evidence shews
this to have been so in his own case. In any case the primary responsibility for not seelng
that points No. 8 were correctly set must rest with the assistant station master on duty, and
I would here call attention to the want of system in working and irregular method of
conveying orders which appenrs to be customary at this station. A points jamadar is supplied
and i3 presumably responsible for conveying instructions to the pointsman, but it appears to be
usual to employ the shunting jamadars on this work, Further, minor points brought out at
this enquiry were that the four vehicles in rear of this troop train were not fitted with the
vaccum brake, so that the guard, on becoming aware that they were running on the wrong
line, was unable to stop the train ; and, secondly, that the lamps in the carriages, though
fitted for gas, could not be lighted as the gas cylinders were empty. It is possible that had
the train been fully lighted up it would have attracted the attention of some of the station staff
when, instead of taking the curve to Mean Mir West, it proceeded on the main line to Lahore,
I do not consider the non-existence of a disc indicator at points No. 3 a very serious matter;
the yard is in process of being remodelled and these points being permanently locked and some
distance out it is very improbable that the station master would have looked to see how
they were set, as he did not even trouble to satisfy himself which line the out-going train was
taking,

W. D. WAGHORN, Muajoz, R.E,,

. " Government Inspector,

Remarks by Sentor Government Inspector of Railweys.

I agree with the “ Finding” of the committee of enquiry that the accident was due to
the culpable neglect of duty on the part of the assistant station master, Hira Lal. The guard,
Mohamed Din, 1s also to blame for gross carelessness and disregard of rules.

The collision could have been averted if the train had been properly protected when it
came to a stand at Lahore distant signal where it was waiting some twenty minutes before
the accident occurred. The apathy and absence of discipline bronght to light by this enquiry
require the immediale attention of the railway authorities, who are responsible that the rules
for working the railway are efficiently carried out, and that only competent men ara employed
for important daties. ‘

J. E. GABBETT,

Sentor Government Inapecior.
Lucgxow :

Tke 23rd December 1905.

T 1. C. P, O0.No. 531 R, B, ~15-8-1006,=~£0C~C. L. M



Appendix XIII to the abstract return of accidents on Indian rail f
the twelve months ended the 31st December 190; rallways for

Report of thc_ proceedings of a joint enquiry held at Harauni station, Qudh and Rokillkhand
slate railway, on 12th May 1905, to investigate the circumsiances attending the collision
between Nos. 157 up and 160 down metre gauge gouds trains at that station on the 11th

May 1905.

The committee was composed of the following officers :— : o

P‘residmt.

MaJor E. W. WALTON, R.E., Ezecutive Engincer, 0. & R. rastway .-

D. H. KEELAN, Offg. Dist. Traffic Superintendent, O. & R. ry.

W. LEACH, . Assistant Luco, Superintendent ”

T. M. STORRAR, District Loco. Superintendent, B. & N.~W. ry. Members.

R. Woob, : District Traffic Sugerintendent »” .

CapraiN H. A. L. HEPPER, R.E., Government Inspector of Railways oo Present.
DESCRIPTION.

At 1-10 hours on the 11th May 1905, No. 157 up metre gauge goods arrived at Harauni
and was admitted on to the station line. About 15 minutes later No. 160 down arrived from
the opposite direction (Ajgain) and, being admitted on the same line, & collision occurred.

There was no injury to persons or damage done to permanent-way.

EVIDENCE.

Bhagwan Din, assistant station master.—I
gave line clear for 160 down at 23-58 and for
157 up at 0-20, and at the time of givin
line clears told pointsmen Kali Din an
" Badri that I had done so. Subs-quently I told
them that 160 down had left; I then called
for the “ out-repurt ” of 157 up from Amausi
but received no reply. Shortly after I heard
157 up whistling at the distant signal, and I
at once came out of my office and told Badri
to admit iton station line. When it had
drawn up I sent Kali Din to the down facing
points to show red against 160 down, I gave
the “inreport” of 157 up at 1-10 and
received the * outreport™ of 103 up hroad
geuge goods at 1-12 and proceeded to ask
line clear for this train from Ajgain, receiv-
ing it at 1-20. I then took the key of the
down facing points to set the loop for the
admittance of 160 down, but had scarcely
started when I heard the train steaming loud-
ly and saw the pointsman waving 2 red light
to stop it. I also at once gavea red signal
from the broad lfnuge platform. When the
cellision occurred I was still on the platform,

Cross-examined.—DBoth station and loop lines
were clear before the arrival of the two trains,
There had been a wagon standing on the loop,
but at the time of my hearing 157 up whistle
I ordered Badri to put it into the dead-end.
Itook it for granted that this wasdone. I
did not examine the up facing points before
receiving 157 up, as 1 neither had time to do
so nor considered it necessary, their normal
condition being * set and locked” for the
straight line. Asa Din, waierman, lowered
the signals for 157 up under my orders. I
told him on no account to lower the signals
for 160 down without my orders; by thisI
mean the distant signal : the home sigral war
locked at the time and the key in my office
The orders are that wagons cut off are to be
stabled in the dead-end. I was not on duty
when the wagon referred to above was cut off,

and it was dark when I came on duty and I
had no idea of its being on the loop until the
pointsman told me. I have not received cor-
rection slip No. 7 to General Rules, Chapter
XIIl, 191 (a) (1), dated 27th March 1905,
My first orders to Badri were to admit 157 up
on the loop, but on his explaining that the
wagon was standing there, I sltered them
and told him to receive it on station line. I
know General Rule 113 (¢), but do not con-
sider it wus applicable in this case as I never
received the “ out report” of 157 up.

Badri, pointsman.— When line clear for both
trains hn.g been given the station master at
his office told me and Kali Din to go to the
facing points —I to the up end and XKali Din
to the down end of the yard—and said “I
will tell you on which lines to receive the
two trains as soon as I know which one will
srrive first.” As I reached the points I saw
157 up approaching. I waved a green light
towards the station, the signals were lowered
and the train came in,

Cross-examined.—A wagon was cub off here

.at about 18 hours on the loop and was at

once put into the dead-end. There was no
wagon on either station or loop line when
157 up was approaching. I never told the
assistant station master that there was. It
is only when trains are crossing that the
station masters personsally see to the setting -
and locking of points. At other times the
trains are always received on the station line,
the points of which are kept permanently
locked.

Kali Din, pointsman.—When 160 down left
Ajgain the assistant station master told me
of the fact and ordered me to go to the down
facing points and show a red light. 157 up
was at the time standing at the up distant
signal. e also said I will follow you with
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the keys of the points, [ remained for 1
minuteys showing a re ! light, but the assistant
station master did not come. 160 down came

in against my rignal and the station signals
and collided with 157 up. I saw the red
light of the home signal at the time of the

collision.

Cross-examined.—The distant signal tell-tale
was showing red I don’t know i there were
any wagons standing on the lines, but we
cut off & wagon and put it into the dead-end
at sbout 18 hours. I had no ides when I was
sent to the points on which line 160 down
was to be received. Station masters do the
setting and locking of points personally. It

is only when shunting is required to be done .

that the keys are given to the pointsinen.
There is no fized rule as to which line either
_trainis to be received on when two goods

trains are crossin;_;.

———
'

Asa Din, waterman.—When both trains had
left and the pointsmen had gone to the points,
the assistant station master gave me the key
of the up home signal and I Jowered first the
distant and then the home signal for 157 up.
When the train had arrived I replaced the sig-
nalsat danger and returned the key to the
sssistant station master., The assistant sta-
tion master did not give the key of the down
home signal to any one, nor were the down
signals lowered. The assistant station master
was on the platform when 157 up was receiv-
ed, but was in the office when the collision
occurred.

Lalta, gateman —There are two gatemen at
level-crossing 13 close to down facing points.
We are on duty for 6 hours at a time. I was
on duty from midnight on the night in qoes-
tion. I saw the pointsman Kali Din come
to the points and show a red light in the di-
rection of 160 down for a quarter of an hour,
160 down then came and the pointsman tried
to stop it by waving his lamp and shouting.
1 did likewise, but the driver did not whistle
and came on. The home signsl was showing
red at the time and the tell tale of the dis-

tant showed white (i, dangerin the direc-
tion of the train).

~

Bakur Bey, driver~1 was driver of 157 up

and pulled up my train at up distant signal,

! ' After 8 or 9
minutes the signals were lowered and I arriv- .

that signul being against me.

ed at the station ut 1-10 on the stetion line, my
engine being about opposite the end of the"
broad gauge platform. About 12 minutes
sfterwards Iheard the whistle of 160 down
and saw it approaching. Asit reached the
points 1 saw it was entering the station line
1 shouted to my men to look out, and cleared
away myself from the right of the engine
where 1 was standing on the ground, At the
time of the whistling I saw a green light way-
ed from the points towards the station and

some one shouted “ lower the signals” Idid -

not see if the signals were lowered;

otherwise engaged, nor did I look :2d1,;hle :vi“-
nals after the collision, but I heard the drivgr
of 16V down running along on the left hand
side of my engine shouting *see the fignals

are down” 1 did not look at the signals be-
csuse I was anxious about my fireman and
khalassi who were under the engine.

Ar———

Kali Charan, fireman—Corroborates state-
ment of driver Bakur Beg, except that, when
the collision happened, the driverand I were
on the engine, and before the collision Isaw
the home signal was showing green to 160
down, 1 did not hear the driver of 180 down
calling attention to the signal.

Sujat Ali, driver.—1 was bringing 160 down
and whistled for signals which were lowered
as I approached. Isaw s green light at the
points, but as my engine came on to the cross-
ing I noticed my train was going on to the
station line on which I sawa train was already
standing., I tried to stop my train, but
the distance was so short that I could do
little to check it. After the collision I ran
towards the home signal, and meeting Guard
Kadam Rasool, pointed out tbat the signal -

- was green and he replied that it was, - then

returned to my engine. There was no one
else about to whom I could draw attention to

. the signal

Kudrat, fireman,~Corroborates statement of
driver Sujat Ali, except that the driver was
away for 10 minutes after the collision and
beforg he returned the signal had been raised
to red. :

Kadam Rasool, guard.—Corroborates state-
ment of driver Bakur Beg as regards the
arrival of 157 of which he was guard, and
states futher—* After the collision occurred
“I walked from my brakevan towards the
* waiting shed, There 1 met Sujat Ali, driver,
“ who told me to look at the signal for 160
“ down, which I did and saw it was down,
“ Shortly after I saw s man putting the
* gignal to danger but said nothing to Sujat
* Ali although he wag near me,

“ The load of my train was:—

39 loaded,
8 empties.
1 brakevan,

46 ”

Bent Pershad, guard.—1 was guard of 160
down, The dn%er whistled. % looked and
saw the signals were down. Then the colli-
sion occurred. I got down, and, while walking
towards the engine, saw the signal being
changed from green to red, °

The load of 180 down wag :—

33 loaded,
5 empties.
1 brakevan,

Errere—

39

-

The speed was 10 miles i
. at th b
signal and we slowed down as we camee idt:?tm
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FINDING.

Wae are of opinion that the accident was due to the negligence of Babu Bhagwan Din,
the assistant station master on duty, in that he failed to carry out Subsidiary Rule (¢) of
Geperal Rule 113. He excuses himself on the grounds that he received no “out-report ™
for 157 up from Amausi, but, as that train arrived first and was stopped at the distant rignal
after he had received the “ out-report” for 160 down, this plea cannot be accepted. Whether
or not the signals were off for 160 down we are unable to say, as the evidence on this point is
.very conflicting., In any case had the assistant station master carried out the rule, even if
the driver had disobeyed signals, the accident would not have occurred.

We recommend that the assistant station master be prosecuted.

E. W. WaLToN, MAJOR, R.E., ‘ D. H. KEELAN, W, LEACH,
Executive Engineer, . - Offg. Dist. Traffic Supdt., Asst, Loco. Supdt.,
0. &. R. Ry. 0. & R. Ry. 0. & R. Ry.
R. Woop, ' J. M. STORRAR,
Dist. Traffic Supdt., Dist. Loco. Supdt., : '
B. & N.-W. Ry. B. & N.-W. Ry. :
3
RIDIR. .

The committee desire to bring to notice that the copies of the General Rules and Regu-
lations in the possession of the station master and assistant station masters at Harauni, also
the station copy of the same rules, are not kept up to date.

: The station copy was received on the 24th May 1904, since when no correction has been
made to it.. ' :

E. W. WALTON, Ww. ]:.;EACH, D. H. KEELAN,
MaJoRr, R.E.,
Executive Engineer. Asst. Loco. Supdt. Offg. Dist. Traffic Supdt.

In su’bmitt.iﬁg the above proceedings, the Manager, 0. & R. railway, reports that ¢ the
assistant station master, Bhagwan Din, is being prosecuted.” -

L " + .Remarks by_the Government Inspector of Railways.

I ag'ree with the “finding.” The point referred to in the Rider is important and
should receive attention. :

* . ' . Hc Al Ln I{EPPER,
' CAPTAIN, R.E.,
Government Inspector.

Remarks by the Senior Government Inspector of Railways.

1 agree with the finding and the remarks of the Government Inspector.

LuckNOw: } _ C. 8. ROSE,

: ' MaJoOR, R. E.,
Dated 12th July 1905. Senior Government Inspector.

Pioneer Press No. 2252.—10-8-06,



Appendix XIV to the. g.bs"trac't_" rgfurn of accidents on Indian railways for
the twelve‘mqnths ended the 31st December 1905.

Report of the proceedings of.a joint efl'QI.ll.ir_'::/ held at Lucknow an the 2nd Jine 1903, to in veBli;
', gale the cirﬁ-tmstmr:c_es.uthm.rii_a_fg the cullision between” No. 7T up mixe! and 84 down
¢ ,ggo.u‘a' tratns abt Ambthi stdhbﬁt’,’()u.dfv'arid Rohilkhand railway, on 1st June 1905,
: 1. e A T e .
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§ “-. The committee was gomposed, of the following officers i— , .

40 H M. Cmn’mv,'.ch_mo'tiug-.’v-.'rperi;.zemwut ol " ...v President.

(U sAPW, [L'I{,.()PE,' Traffid Superipteiilent . L. ‘oo o "

Loi o BUBAXTER, Offg:+Byginearein-Chisf, - ~in ... “ pe Members.

' ..:x..’_'l_{_'.",‘l)E:Ig?.' Ross, Superiitendgnt, Government Ry. Polica . o

1o’ ICAPTAIN M. A, T HEPPER, , R.E., Goverament Inspector of Ruilways ... .Present.

AR AL 5 ) 'k-,,’ T —— ' o

., dopnd ‘.;.‘ ’;;\ geoo st % DESCRIPTION,” -

%V O the, inorﬂin‘g'of’ 15t June 1905, at about 0-40 o’clock, No. 7 up mixed train came into

¢ “colligion’ with No. 84 down'goods'st Amethi station, under the following ¢ircumstances :—

:“'1 o (i)': Tﬁq dshpit afthe. dbwn .end of the station is being rebuilt, so that it was necessary

™ tgstoff tfains from.runnjng over it. For this purpose a new set of facing points leading from
muf’ line to loop_ were, put int just clear of the up end of ash pit. These points for all intents

and, Putiposes, Were the tirst pair of facing points of the station, the List.and Morse points

hﬁbvipg -be_qxj:'_spi,k'ed’owr to .the main line and therefore not used. L K

~ (i), There*was no signal erected &t these new facing points, but the List and Morse
signals were used for signalling trains into the station, the arm for the main line being worked
in the fisual way with the points key put into the lock between the switches. The aim for
" the loop ling tould not be worked in’ the usual way, the points having been spiked over for
main linepthie 18op lock was inoperative.  Certain alterations were therefore made in the
ponnections between t}i¢ points and signals which allowed the loop signal to be lowered from
the station in the  usual way. There was no mnecessity for the loop key to be sent to the
points, éxcept thatyif it was sent, the down loop key could not be got out of the interlocked
box imtlhie btafiom master’s office, thus preventing the admission of a down train and en up
»_train on iq the lo‘gp line at the same time. _ : o ,
! (iih' This arrangement of levers between points and loop signal did not interlock ' the
{oop™sfgpal at all, and it could be lowered at any time from the station, even wlen the main
- signal was lowered. *' Another office it performed was to signal a train into the loop line when
.t.he.gbfngg}'m_r'efe actually, set for the main. . .
, Tiere whs a safety, fouling point mark, (a whitewashed sleeper buried in ballast at the
crossing leading froni the loop to the main line for all trains. working in the down direction),
but no signal'or light to show a driver at night how far he could come without fouling the
crossing. | 1 | 4 L . . : oo
' (iv) Two traing; 7 up and 84 down, were arranged to cross at this station on the morn-
ing in questich.* No. 84 down goods arrived at the signals first and came to a stand as_ the
distant signal was not'lowered.- Qn the signals being lowered the train was admitted into the
main line and came to 4 stand with the engine on the crossing of the new facing points at
the down eiid. The assistanf station master seeing the train Lied come to a stand, ordered the
“homé ignal to be lowertd for the admission of 7 up mixed. There was a pointsman at the
up List and Morsé signals ready to'lower-the ' distant signal when he saw the home lowered,
but whethershe lowered it or not is doubtful ;" anyhow 7 up came on with, the home signal, at.*
least, lowered for it, and, just as the enging”had taken the new facing points -which ‘were
correctly L3¢t for the loop or station' dine; it ‘collided with the engine of 84 down goods; the
left buffer ofengine of 7.up striking the centre of huffer beam clase to drawbar hook of ‘engine
‘Of 84 dOWn- ‘J-. . 'f' '.,” : ':,, \ s l_" ' o
(v)' The engine of 7 up was derailed and badly damaged in front; the goods engine;
had her buffer beam knocked to pieces,’ but was not derailed or otherwise seriously damaged.
‘Two third class carriages on 7 up were telescoped the length of one compartment each, while
the remaining vehicles were all more or less shaken by the collision. Several'yagons on 84
down showed signs of damage at their ends. * ;

(vi) No special rules had been issued for the working of this station during the time the
temporary facing points were in use, and no extra pointsmen had been put on, the one points-
man that went to lower the up distantsignal affer the home was lowered being utilised, after
iowering the distant signal, to walk back ahd show a green light at the new facing points.
The reason he was not at the new facing®points on this occasion was, (accarding to his
statement), that, immediately he saw. the home signal lowered for 7 up- to come in, he saw
(due to a curve on the line outside the distant sigual), that 7 up bad already pasged within
the distant signal, so he thought it was useless to lower if, and be ran towards the new facing

. : ™ L. .
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points,
points, however,

2

450 feet away, in order to show a green light there as usual. 1le did not get to thess
before the train overtook and passed him.

) The new facing points had been correctly set for 7 Up, and it is presumed that the
qtaticgl\lnznastelr, sééing 8a4 pDown come to a stand never thought about its having fouled the
points, and gave orders tolower signals for 7 Up. ‘ ' .

(viii) The driver of 84 Down states that, on getting off his engine after it had come
to a stand, he found engine foul of crossing, and he made attempts to push his train back,

but, being a compound engine and difficult to start back, failed in his attempts,

ke could do anything, 7.Up ran into him.

(ixy An endorsement was on the line clear of 7 Up

at Amethi was not to exceed 5 miles an hour,

(x) The new facing points had been in use about a month before

and, before

stating that ép’ét_ad over facing poix;tn_

' the accident, and

their presence there was notified in Engineering Notification No. 54, pasagraph 5, of \Yeekly

Gacette No. 22 of 27th 'Ma'y 1905.

%

EVIDENCE,

A. E. T. Olliver, guard of 7 Up mixed train.—

I was guard of.7 Up mixed train which left
Moghal Sarai on 31st May 1905, On approach-
ing  Amethi I found that both home and
distant signals were at danger. The driver
. whistled and slackened off speed, but did not

come to & stand. The signals were lowered,"

. When my brake.van was passing over first

facing points I felt a shock and the train -

.came to asudden stand.- It was then sbout
,0.43 or 0-44. I picked up my lamp, which
was blown out, to see what had happened. I

.found that a collision had taken place between
my train and 84 down goods, whose engine
was standing on the crossing of up facing
points. I had no conversation with the
assistant station master, whom I saw in the
office about 10 minutes after the accident,
I saw that no passengers wers severely injured
but 8 or 10 had received slight bruises. Ican-
not say whether the distant signal was lower-
ed before my engine passed it or after,

—
-

Darbaree” Kuar, station master, Amethi.—1
saw that 84 Down goods had been admitted on
- the main line, and, when 7 Up mixed whistled,
the assistant station master ordered the sweep-
er to lower the signals for her to enter the
etation line, I heard the noise of the collision
and went to see what had happened. The
© asgistant station master followed me. The
agsistant station master said: *This is my
misfortune, what will happen to me ¥ A%
about 1-10 the assistant station master dis-

. .appeared, and I have not seen him since al-

though I have had & search made for him.

+ _The new fating points have been in use for
about 2 month. I have received no orders as’

= to the working of these points.

The way these points are manned is: the
pointsman goes to the List'and Morse signals

and, after lowering the distant signal, comes

_ back to the new facing points and holds a ..
. green light at them if everything is right,”

'On going to the List and Morse points he
Passes and inspects the new facing points,

I did not question the driver of the Down
goods train how he came there. There was
no pointsman at the new set of points, I
cannot say what signal was given on the
night of the accident at the new points, '
other trains have

the new points have been put in dur
hours of duty. putin curlng my

—

—1 was guard of 84 Down
on 3lst May 1905, I wa

[ ] .

C. I Cook, guard,
leaving Lucknow

No’
fouled that crossing since

L4
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detained outside of signals for two. minutes
before the signals were lowered-for'my train

-to enter the main -line, -Train arrived at
Amethi at 0-40, and, after my train had atood
5 minutes, the collision occurred” I hud not
made the*in.report ? entry at this time, but’
did so after the accident, I did not fecd my-
train move after I came toa s}nnd and- until
the accident occurred. - » .o

@.—How many wagons had you on? - ;
A.—Twenty-five, oA L
Q.—Ts it your duty to see that, with a native
" driver, your train should be clear of all cross-
ings on’which trains travel ? -,
A~No, it was not my duty,
@.—Did you know there was a set of new
* points put in st Amethi? %' o
A —Yes, I did, but I did not see the points.

¢ s . b

* ] 4

. —

" Ram Gopal, pointsman.—After 84 Down
goods left Gauriganj the assistant station
master sent the other pointsman to_ admit it
on the main line, and I wae told to go” to the
up facing points to aimit 7 Up on tha.station-
line. I wasat the interlocked points and saw
that 84 down had come to a stand.” The home
signal was lowered, and, as I could not sece
that the crossing was fouled, I allowed the
mixed train to come in and a collision occurred
at the crossing, T

Recalled.—States that while 84 Down weas

; coming into the station 7 Up was whistling
round the curve; ss soon as 84 Down - engine
came to a stand the main signal was lowered ;

* by that time the engine of 7 Up bad passed

.. the distant signal by two or three vehicles,

Witness did not lower the distant signal but
. ran to the new facing points-to exhibit s
', green light, as per orders, if everyihing was
- right, otherwise red. He had not got up to

« the crossing when the collision occurred,

—

. r

Malcdoom, station sweeper.— No, 84 Down
goods this morning arrived first and was re-
ceived on the main line, 'After this train cnme
to a stand, No. 7 Up whistled, and the assist-

-‘ant station master told mé to lower the

- station line signal end I did s0. When I saw
that the.train had come inside the signal I

* ngein raised the signals under orders of the

- agsistant station paster. When the collision
happened we heard the noise The assistant
station master then went to the spot and 1
did not see him after that, '
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Q.—Did the assistant station master go
outside to see that the train had come to a
stand, or did he give orders to lower the
signal from inside his office ? )

A.—-He came to the office door, saw the
train from there, and gave the order to me to
lower the signal. )

Q—Did you see the back light of the
distant signal, whether it was lowered ?

A~The passenger troin had come inside
the distant signal when T lowered the home
signal. - : o

Q. —How did you know that ?

A, —Because you eaf) see it gﬁ-nighf‘ as well.

a r—

M. Framjee, diver—1-was driver of 7 up

.which left Mpghal Sarai,on 31st May 1905,

I came.jn sight of Amethj at 0-~40. The sig-
nals were sgainst'me, but,; before my train
came to » stand and on my whistling, the sig-
pals were lowered for my train to enter,
‘While T was entering the station the collision
took place exactly on the: crossing, my left
hand buffer'striking the centre of goods engine
buffer beam.. My line clear was endorsed
from.Antu with speed over new facing points
not to exceed five miles an hour, and I was
travelling at that speed when the collision
toolk place. .,I did not try to check the speed

- na'I did not know the goods train wes in my

&

way a8, I wa§ also on the main line.

@.— Do you know if the goods train was
standing or moving at the time of collision ?
A.—I cannot tell, it was very dark,
Q—What injuries did you or your men
receive ? - i 4
~ A—1 was hurt on my left knee cap, which
is inflamed " but not cut, ‘My fireman was -
scalded on his left forearm™ and had a slight
bruise on the left side and on the left knee.

The khalasi was not injured.

Q.—Did you see any lights after passing
List and*Morse signals ?

A—1I did,” I saw three engina head lights,
two red and one white ; I knew there was an
engine in front of me, o

. @—Are you.sure both signals were lowered
for you? B

A—I am Jmsi_tive both main and, distant
were lowered, o

.Q—How far were yéu from the distant
signal when whistling for the signals ?

A.—T was about a hundred yards from the

distant signal when I whistled, and nearly up

to the distant signal when the signal was

lowered. I saw the distant signal lowered first. ,

I know the working of interlocked signalsand -

T know that the home signgl must be lowered

first before-‘_the distant,
Recalled.— ~

-y ‘.

Q.—Did you see any pointsman exhibiting T

asignal and whera ? .

A—1 saw a green light exhibited at the
List and Morse points. I did not see any
signal at the new points. Most likely I mis-

took the List 3nd Morse points for the new

points and that is why I passed it.

@.—1Isd you no ides when you saw the -

three engine head lights that the 'line was
fouled ? : . .

* 4,—T had not. .

Q.—Did 'you ever run over the new points

" at Amethi at night ?

.'A.—N 0,1 have never been over these new
points at night, but frequently during the day.

Wajid, Driver~I was driver of 84 Down
goods which left Lucknow on 31st May 1905,
On approaching Amethi the signals were at
danger and I whistled and brought my train
to a stand; after 5 minutes signals were
lowered and I entered the main line and came
to o stand at about 0-40. I got off my engine
and found I was fouling the up facing points
crossing, I got on the engine and tried to
back, but I could not move and 7 Up dashed
into me. X had not run thig side for & month

see where the points were ss these points
have been shifted. I did not know that any
train had left in the opposite direction and
no one told me. Nejther I nor my men were
injured ; my engine buffer beam was semashed
bat the engine can work a train. '

My engine was not moved after Icame to
o stand, altbough I tried to back I was taken
unawares and had no time to whistle. '

@.—What was your load ?

-

A—~Twenty-five wagons, -~

@.—Do you remember passing the down’
facing points ?
A.—Yes. .
Q.—Why did you take your train, when it
was o small load, so far ahead ?
A.—Because I wanted to be near the water
column, L
Q.—Why was it, after you stopped and
found you were fouling the crossing and could
not move the train, you did not send the fire-
man or jump down yourself? , | o
A.,—Because it was not 4 minute after I
stopped that the collision took place. I did
all I could. My engine was a compound one
and I tried to back but could not succeed, I
did not know that 7 Up was coming,
@.—Did you hear 7 Up whistle ? v
Al_"N”- .
Q.—~Did you know that the new points
existed when you left the last station ? ‘
A. -I1did not know; but I signed for a
pair of points but did not know where they
were, ' .
Q.—When did you go onr this section prior.
to the accident ? o
4, —About a month.” | .
Q.—Did you then see the points 2
" A,—1 then saw the points, e
Q.—Did you go over " these new points

o e
. %7

v et
. .

At.hen? . -

A.—1I did. .

Q.—Was it day or night ?

A.—Day train,

Q.—Was there s pointsman at the new
points when you were coraing to them on nigh
of 3lst May ? ,

A.—No,

Q.—When did you see your guard after
your train balted ?

. and it was a very dark night and I could not -



. A—Abont twenty minutes after.

Q.—When the collision occurred where
were you ?

*'4.—On my engine,

Rafab Ali, fireman—I was fireman of No.
7 Up mixed of 3lst May. When on the curve
coming into Amethi station my driver whist-
led for signals. At that time the signals
were' at danger. My driver slowed down.
By that time the signals were lowered. We
then came on and collided with the engine
of 84. down which was fouling the crossing,
I did not know till the collision that the
line was fouled. I know there was work being
done, and as the orders were to travel five
miles an hour we were travelling at that speed.
I saw a pointsman at the interlocking points,
There was no pointsman on the new points,

Khuda DBakhsh, fireman.~I1 was fireman of
No, 84 Down goods of 31st May, After we
left Gaurigan] signals were agninst us. We
stopped the train and whistled ; after that the
signals were lowered We were admitted on
the main line. I theught I had stopped clear
of the crossing. I got down to see if all was
right : I then saw we were fouling the cross-
ing. T then got up to the brake and the driver
tried to back, but before we could move the
collision occurred. I heard the whistle of
7 up when I got down. J¥then got up and
the driver tried to back, but he could not
manage, We, did not open the engine
whistle or make any other effort to stop 7 up.
It was more than half an lhour after the
accident that we saw the guard. The passen-
ger train was coming at great speed. I was
on the foot board when the collision occurred.
I did not know there were any points other
than the List and Morse. I do not know
why the driver went o far.

L4

1

FINDING. !

We are of opinion that assistant station master, Gunga Singh, of .Amethi, is primarily

responsible for not having seen that all the points and crossings over which No. 7 Up would
. have to run were clear of all obstructions before he lowered the signal to admit that train into

the station, and we recommend that he be prosecuted for the breaclr of paragraph 113G of
B {: . '

‘the Rules and Regulations. ' N .

. We are further of opinion that driver Wajid of No. 84 Down goods is next to blame for .
* overshooting the crossing and fouling the loop, and, after having done this, for not taking

sufficient precautions to notify his position by his whistle and thus save an accident, and we
recommend that he be dealt with departmentally. . T v

... - We are of opinion that the next in order to blame is driver Framji of No. 7 Up passenger
for running over facing points which were not manned, as per Rule No.-113A of the ‘General
Rules; we also think that the speed at which he was running over/ these points was’not in
accorciimce with the remark on his line clear, and we recommend that he be dealt with depart-
mentally. e g e

Coe o . v R ! * .
We are also of opinion that guard Cook, although he did not, "reak: any, rules, did not
take sufficient interest in the safety of his train, especially as he acknowledges by the notice

in the Weekly Gazetie that there were a set of points put in between the interlocked signals,
and we recommend that he be dealt with departmentally.” <~ " " (.7, Py

H. M. CARDEW, . @ *7h: B.BAXTER, .

o .+ Offg. Engineer-in-Chief.
©+  A.'W. U. POPE,

.J .‘"f . Tr'aﬁi‘c Superintendent,

.
& s
t

Loco. Superintendent.
H. DELa ROSS,
= Supdt., Gort. Railway Police.
: R
_ RIDER, ' T S ' '
. The Committee recommend that, in future, whenever ‘the List and Morse signal and
points have, for such reasons, to be put in abeyance, they should be thrown out of working,'
in the usual manner, with a cross by day and the absence of lights by night, and their place’
taken by temporary signals at the site of the new points put ix. . e ST

In forwarding the proceedings the Manager, Qudh and Rohilkhand :.ra.ilway, r;;narks that

the assistant station master is being prosecuted and that the other st i
collision will be dealt with departmentally, - © gther stal concerned ju the

i

Remarks by the Government Inapector! of Rc;ilways. '

I agree generally with the finding, except that I am of opini e
. : th :
to the action of driver Framji under Sxibsidifry,Rule No. 113%1. ion that no Plailne a.tta.c_:hes:

I consider that the culpability of the staff concerned is minjmj
‘ ! _ thaf : one minimised by th f
sufficiently explicit 1nstructions and of special rules for ‘working the statioqudunyder ?:‘_?:) i:lr,rfgo:-
ary arrangement; I also consider that the fact that the clumsy way in which the signal was
disconnected from the points left the station Toop arr

master without any contro
must be taken as an extenuating circumstance in his casé.* 7 : over the loop K
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Fnally, I do not consider that the repairs to the ashpit were of a sufficiently hen.v_y nature

to warrant the temporary alteration of the yard. I saw nothing that could not have been done
with a few hours daily block.

II. A. L. HEPPER,
CAPTAIN, R.E.,
Government Inspector.

Remarks by the Senior Government Inspector of Railways, *
I agree with the *finding’ of the committee and with the ¢rider’ to that finding.

From the extent of damage done to the rolling stock it is evident driver Framji was
entering the yard at a. greater speed than 5 miles an hour, for which speed he admits his line

clear was endorsed,‘a.nd he must, therefore, be held responsible for disregarding this endorse-
ment. . . .

This accident and the one which occurred the following night a few stations off (at Par
tabgarh) point to the necessity of more definite rules and instructions for working being issued
. ot stations where interlocked signals are, for the time being, out of order and not in use.

LuckNow: } ’ ' -GS ROSE,‘

MAJOR, R.E.,
The 19th June 19045." Senior Government Inspcetor.

1

Lioneer Press No, 2252-~11-8-06,

v



Appendix XV tothe abstract return of accidents on Indian railways for
the twelve months ended the 31st December 1905.

Report of the proceedings of a joint enguiry helil at Partabgarh station, Oudh and Rohil-
khand railway, on the 6th June 1905, to investignte the circumstances altending the
collision between No. 6 Down passenger train und a pilot engine al that station on the

2nd June 1905,

The committee was composed of the following officers :—

H. G. N. WHITE, (}ffg. District Locomotive Superintendent President.
Jatr NARAIN, Offg. listrict Traffic Superintendent .., o U Memb
E. T. SHEPHERD, Sub-Divisional Officer ... .. J emoers:
MaJor C. S. ROSE, R.E., Senior Government Inspector Present.
. DIESCRIPTION.
. On the“morning of the 2nd June 1905, as No. 6 Down passenger train from Lucknow was

" entering the station at Partabgarh on the main line, it collided with an engine which was

. standing on that line with the carriage of the District Locomotive Superintendent attached.

" The carriage in question was badly damaged and one railway servant and 5 passengers were
injured. Partabgarh is ordinarily 2 * List and Morse” interlocked station, but the installa-
tion had been disconnected while the mew interlocking scheme was in course of eréction.
The station was therefore being worked as an ordinary station, the points being locked by a

" jemadar on the badge system. .

——

EVIDENCE.

Babu Rallo Ram, station master, Partabgarh.—
The procedure at this station is that when a
train is expected. the line jemadar is, given a
badge. He locks the facing ' points and makes
over the keys to the station master on duty,
who then ordsrs the lowering of the home

- singal, E

The line jemadar, or the pointsman af the
facing points, lowers the distant signal.
When I arrived at the station the distant and
home signals were ot danger. I made’ en-
quiries and was told that the driver ran agsinst
signals. I was told this by trains clerk
Kishoon Lall and guard Raghbar Dayal, The
enclosure of the home signal levers was locked.
When I arrived at the station and went to
the site of the accident, I observed the locomo-
tive clerk and several others of the locomotive
staff talking to passengers in the train and
questioning them as regards t];.le position of the
signals, The clerk was inducing the passen-
gers. to say that the signals were lowered,

" wheyeas  they were not. I did not find
the assistant station master. on'the plat-
form. I found him at the site of the acci-
dent. When I saw the.points indicator

. af the facing points it wes not burning. Idid .
" not notice any body at the points es I wasin -

a hurry at the time,

———

Y

Babu R.’P. Bhattacharjee, assistant station
master, Partabgarh.—On the 2nd June 1905
“No.6 down was about 2 hovrs late, I had
sufficient marshalling and shunting work in
the yard to do and I allowed my gunner to
make up goods trains, While shunting was

going on in the yard the points in the

yard were open, At 1-45 I received line_clear
enquiry from Chilbila for 6 down and gave
Jine clear at 1-50. After giving line clear,

I ordered the porter to ring the bell to
warn the station staff and ordered line jema-
dar, Lulloo, to lock the facing points for
the station line for reception of 6 down and
gave the line jemadar badge No. 1 for station
line. I was then looking after the station
stafl to see that all of them were on the alert
and was expecting the facing points key from
the line jemadar, Meantime native guard
Raghber Dayal, who was booked to work 192
down goods to Allahabad, cume to the station
and asked me whether his train was ready.
I told him to wait, and went to the yard to
see whether the train was being made up and
whether the crossings towards Benares end
of the yard were clear for the passage of 6
down, as shunting was going on in that
direction. When I was returning tothe
station from the trailing points and when I
was close to my office, in the yard opposite
I heard a terrible sound just like a collision, I
asked guard Raghber Dayul and trains clerk,
Kishoon Lall, who were on the platform at
the time, what the noise was. They told me
that No.6 down had collided with the shunting
engine,'I said “I have not received the keys
from the line jemadar and the signals are
all at danger. How is it possible for 6 down
to enter?” I then sent for the station
master who arrived at the station at once. I
went with the station master to the site of
theaccident and found that the locomotive
staff were inducing the passengers to say that
the signals were lowered and instructed them
to state that the train stopped at the distant
signal and after stopping there for two or
three minutes, “proceeded to the station.
Goods clerk, Hanuman Pershed, who was
present there would be able to give further
particulars. After the accident, when the
train was backed and brought to the station



line, I saw the locomotive (_:lerk Babpo Amolo
Nath Bose, inducing one mterme_dxate class
passenger to state that the train stopped
outside the distant signal and was then
started on petting a green light from the
home sienal. I brought this at once to the
notice of Mr. Leach, Assistant Locomotive
Superintendent, who was on the platform at
the time,

Questioned,—1 do mnot know whether '.oqt-
report” for 6 Down was received from Chilbila
or not,as I was not on the platform at the
time. I waited at the station for about
7 minutes after giving line cleqr to Chilbila,
but receiving no * out-report’ till then I left
the platform for the yard. 192 Down goods
for Allahabad and 75 up goods for Lucknow
were being made up and one engine was
shunting in the yard.

The practice of locking the facing points at

.this station is that the station master makes

over a badge to the line jemadar who is res-
ponsible for locking the facing points ; the
station master then receives the points keys
from the jemadar and makes over the key of
the points leading to the signsl cabin to the
signalman who lowers the home signal. The
distant signal is lowered from the facing
points by the pointsman. A pointsman
always remains on duty at the facing points
to man them for the pissage of trains. The
shunting engine stopped work immediately
aftér my giving line clear to Chilbila for 8
Down, and there was no shunting in the yard
for about 30 minutes before the collision
occurred,

After waiting for ¢ out-report * for 6 Down
from Chilbila, I went tothe fourth line
and then to the dead siding, and, after satisfy-
ing myself that the sidings were clear for 6
Down I came back to the station. and, as soon
as I arrived in fron} of my office, I heard the
collision. Both home and distant signals
were at danger. Thereis a points indicator
at the facing points, but at the time the lamp
in it was not burning. There was a pointe-
man at the facing points and he was
exhibiting a red signal to the shunting engine
on the main line, 8 Down and 7 Up cross at
Partabgarh. 6 Down is invariably received on
the matn platform line and 7 Up on theisland
platform. I did not orderthe signals to, be

lowered because I had not received the key of

the facing points from the jemadar.

Bubu_ Kishoon Lal, trains clerk, Portad-
garh.—1 was working outside the office in the
verandah at the time line cleap enquiry
for 8 Down wpa received, Native guard
Raghber Dayal came to the ststion to work
192 Down goods. e asked me if the train
was ready. I told him I did not know, The
assistant station master then went to the
yard to see whether the train was ready. About
5 minutes after line clear had been given for
6 Down, the signaller called out that the train
had left Chilbila, I then prepared myself to
receive 6 Down, and after about 7 minuteslieard
a collision take place. After about 2 minutes
the nssistant station master came back and
asked me what had happened, Both home
iznals were at danger, as they showed white
lights towardsthe stution, Theassistant station
master showed me the key of the home signal
lever enclosure when he came back from the

yard, He asked me who h_ad lowered the
signal. I snid no one. The driver must have,
therefore, run against signals all the way, I
heard the train coming and_ I thought it
would come on the station line where I was
waiting to receive it with my books

Douri Shanker, qunner.— At about 1.45 4
on the 2nd 1 took the engine to the main line
where District Locomotive Superintendent’s
carriage stood and stopped about three wagon.
lengths from the carrisge. Shortly afterwards,
when I was having the carricge attached to
the engine, 6 Down came and collided with
the engine. I only heard the line clear bell
rung, and not the other which is rung ona
train leaving the last station. I saw 6 Dowp
coming in when it had passed over the facing
puints. I knew that the train was cuming
on the main line, but I did not know whether
the train was geing on the 3rd line which was
also clear,

Line jemad.r Lalloo was seen by me going
towards the points. I met him near the
water column opposite the goods shed after
the accident. I did not hear him shout out

" to thedriver of 8 Down to stop.

The home signals were at danger, as a white
light was visible from the yard when the
collision occurred. The points indicator
went out about half an hour before the acei-
dent. I did not seethe assistant station
master in the yard before the accident,

Shankar Lal, signalman. ~Shunting was going
oniuthe yard and I was seated outside the
enclosure of the home signal levers, When
line clear was asked by Chilbila for 6 Down,
the assistant etation mester sent for the lipe
jemadar who was at the station and ordered
him to lock the points for the station line,
The jemadar left the station and the nssist.
ant station master went to the yard, It
was then called out from the telegraph office
that the train had left Chilbils. I then ran
to the assistant station master to inform him
that the train had left Chilbila, I could not
find him and came back from the south end
of the yard to my post of duty. As soon as I
returned I heard a collision znd gaw the
District Locomotive Superintendent’s carriage
movs and dash against the goods wagons
standing on the main line, T then ran to the
site of the accident and heard the ghunter
calling out that he had been hurt. I gaw the

home signals; they were showing white light
towards the station.

The enclosure to the home signal levers
was locked and the key in possession of the
assistant stetion master. I could not resch
the levers without the assistant station
master opening the enclosure, and the signals
were not therefore lowered. I looked for the
essistant station master in the yard, but
could not find him there. I did not ‘see bim
at the station until after the accident,

B. MeFarlan, guard.—T wag guard of No. 6
Down passenger which left Lucknow on
1st June 1903. After leaving Chilhila the
driver shut off at the distant signal and came
toa dead stand about a traing length short
of the distent signal. Oun the distant signal
being lowered he roceeded; after he started I
observed that the home signal was lovered, I
saw the distant signal lowered. I wags busy



getting my papers ready in the brake-van when
the train collided. After the collision I went
back to'the facing points and found that the
home signal had been raised, The points in-
dicator was out. I found a pointsman at the
facing points and asked him to reverse the
points for the station line, but he refused to do
it. When returning from the points I met
lending siznaller Barrow of Partabgarh. He
told me that the signal had been lowered for
the station line, but the pointsman put the
troin on the main line, I then walked up to
the front and asked driver Iluggins as to what
signals he had observed. lle said loop line
signal had been lowered. e also said that
he had collided with the shunting engine. I
then went to the station to see the station
inaster, but did not find him as he was in the

yard.,

Questioned —1 saw the pointsman at the
facing points with a green light, I did not feel
the shock so much.
derailment, I came to a stand at 2-8 and
when the train sterted it was 2-12. The
collision happened & minute or a minute and
s half after we started. The distant signal
was ot danger when the train was brought to
a stand, Asfores Ican judge he was out-
side the distant signal. 1 did not attend to
the passengers of my train after the accident,
but went to the facing points first to find out
how the accident had happened. I did not
take any special precautions to escertain on
which line the train was going after passing
the facing pointa.

v
—t—

Elghi, driver.—At 1-45 on the morning
~of 2nd June I way called to duty. X was on my
engine at 2-12 when the collision took place.
Ilooked at the signals and found that the
loop line home rsignal was green. 1 was
standing on locomotive line No. 2 near the fire
lighting furnace when the aceident occurred.
The tell-tale light of the loup home signal
was green towards the station, 1 could not
see the distant signal. I did not see the
assistant station master in the yard.

J. L. IHugging, driver—On sapproaching

Partabgarh with 6 Down passenger on 2nd,
I had steam shut off and I saw the distant
signal at danger and the signal for the loop
line lowered. I applied my vacuum brake
-and prepared to stop; when I was nearing
distant signal, which is on & curve, and just
before it was obscured from my view on right
pide of engine, it was lowered. I left my
side of engine and went to the left side and
locked at 1t again, leaving vacuum brake on.
From the left side I saw it was complstely
lowered. I then had the train under complete
controlaend had 1 seen the signal at danger
1 could have brought the train to a stand
outside the distant signal, but seeing it
lowered, I Eut the handle in running position
and allowed trein tocome to a dead stand,
my objeet being to have the time booked
against Traffic as I had lost some time on
the road owing to slowing down at that
signal. I re-created vacuum, and seeings
man at the points with a green lightand
the loop line signal arm lowered, I went on.
I didn’t notice which line I was on until I
saw the water column on my right and it
should have been on my left side,

_ standing about 3 minutes.

I thought it was only &

I applied the vacuum brake on seeing the
water column, and with the applieation I
almost immediately collided with the engine.

Questioned.-~1 stopped about three carringe
lengths inside the distant signsl. I remained
There was no
light in points indicator. I did not specially

- look out on which lineI was going after

passing the facing points, 1Iad Inoticed
when passing facing points that I was onthe
wrong line I could have pulled up in 200 feet,
I think I have received sddenda 5to General
Rule 72; in any cnse I am aware of this rule.

Lalloo, line jemadar—About 2 A M, T was
seated near the enclosure to the signal lever
when I heard the bell ring for 8 Down, The
assistant station master then sent for me and
gave me the key of the facing points and a
badge, and ordered me to lock the points for
the station line. I started for the facing
points, and when nearing the water column
opposite goods shed I heard a collision. 1
then questioned the gunner as to why he
gave such a gevere bump, but I was mistaken.
It was 6 Down which had collided. As the
shunting engine which was on the main line
wag in steam and was blowing off at the time,
I did not hear 6 Down coming in, The back
light of the three signals, viz., distant and 2
home, was white towards the station, which
shows that they exhibited a red light towards
the tranin, The points indicator was out at
the time. There was pointsman Ham ILal at
the facing points and he was exhibiting a red
light. There werealsv pointsmen Thakurdin
and Raghber at their posts of duty and were
exhibiting red light. The procedure at this
station is for the line jemadar to receive the
keys and.the badge from the station master
on duty, to lock. the points and return the
keys to the station master who then orders
the signsals be lowered.

Questioned.—Whenever the points are shifted
the light invarisbly goes out at facing pointa.
T asked the pointsman why the light was not
there and he gave the above reason. This was "
after the accident, I could not see points
indicator lamp ‘at first because shunting was
going on on the mein line and other lines.
The station master on duty gave me the key
end the badge about 3 mioutes after the
ringing of the bell.

Raghber Dayal, guard.—1 was booked to
work 192 Down goods to Allahabad on the 2nd
June 1905. I came to the station a little
after 1.30 4. M. 2and was seated st the table
outside the station master’s office in the
verandeh, I asked the assistant station master
on duty whether my- train was ready., He
snid he would go and see and told me that in
all probability I would have to leave after 6
Down. The essistant station master then
went away to the yard. I was seated there
talking to the trains clerk Kishoon Lall.
After about 7 minutes, the signaller from the
telegraph office called out that 8 Down had left
Chilbila. After about 8 minutes the train
collided in Poartabgarh yard with the shunting
engine,



The assistant station master camé to the
ctation about 2 minutes after the colliston
and asked how the train had collided 2s he
had the key in his possession. Immed'mtely
after the collision I noticed the home signals
at danger. The tell-tale light was showing
white towards the station. Had 1t been
lowered the light towards the station ‘would
have been green, and, in my opinion, without
woy care, the driver ranagainst signals. I did
not hear any whistle from the engin® of 8
down,

Xulat Behari, brakesman,—¥ was brakesman
with 6 dowa from Lucknow on 1st June
1905. When the train left Chilbila I was in
the front brakevan. The truin came to a
stand about the distant signal. The driver
opened his whistle before approaching the
distant signal and_on the other side of the
bridge ; I then looked out and found that the
distant and the home signals were at danger.
I was then sented in my Dbrokeven towards
the right hand side. The distant signal is
not visible from the place where I was seated,
I then went to my left and saw the distant
signal at danger, I then saw the home signals
from my right also at danger, The train was
then stopped, After about 3 miputes, the
loop line home signal was lowered. The dri-
ver whistled and started. After passing the
facing points there was a collision,
once applied my brake and put on the vacunm,
Then I got out of my brakevan and found &
buffer lying on the line, The guard came

Iat -~

towards my brake-van after about 4 minutes. '

I did not notice the points indieator. The
wind was blowing when the train left Luck-
now. It was not very bard when the train
arrived at Partabgarh. I was seated in my
brakevan towards the right when the collision
occurred. I did not hear any noise when the
train passed the points until the callision
occurred.

Baboo Pran Sulh Misra, travelling despatch
olerk.—] was in 6 Down on the 2nd June
1905 when the train arrived at Partabgarh,
I left Lucknow in the same train on the Ist
June 1905, X was travelling in a 3rd class
compartment in the middle of the train,
The train on approaching Partabgarh was
stopped between the distant signal and the
facing points. I then looked out to see what
was the matter as I had crossed 7 up at Amethi.
I saw that the 2 signals at the facing points
were red. I then looked back and found
that the tell-tale light of the distant signal was
showing white, After about 2 minutes the
train started, I was then busy sorting my
covers and leather bags when the train ocol-
lided. Before the train collided I heard no
shouting as I wag busy with my work. I saw
nothing afterwards, Isaw the guard of the
train coming towards me from the brake-van
After the trnip stopped, I did not. notice t,h(;
state of the signals when the driver started,
I don’t know exactly how far the distant
signal had been passed by the traip, but the
carriage in which I wag travelling was mid-

way between the facing points i
tant signal, 5P and tho dia.

Questioned.—I started more
. re than an hour
late from Lucknow, and a dust-storm com

menced blowing from Lucknow, At the time

the train came to a stund 1 do not remem=

-

ber whether there was a strong wind blowing
or not. '

Ram Lal, pointsman~—About 1-30 A. M. the
shunting engine waas taken from the station
line to the main line; the points were set for
the main line and I was seated at my points
facing the station, I did not hear the bell
ring at the station to announce that line
clear had been given to Chilbila for & down,
The distant signal was at danger, and I could
not lower it as the home signal had not been
lowered from the station. The arrangement
is that the distant signal cannot be lowered

.until the home signal is lowered.  The light

in the points indicator went cut when I
shifted the points from the station to the
main line for the shunting engine to Yass.
While I was trying to re-light the lamp
6 Down passenger arrived, and, while nearing
my points, I showed a red signal and shouted
out to the driver, but he did not mind, I
was at a distance of about 9 feet from my
points, lighting the lamp, when the train
arrived, and I had no time to reverse the
points and put the train on to the station
line. The train did not stop at the distant
signal, I did not hear the train coming in,
us the wind was blowing very hard at the
time. When there is no wind blowing I can
Lear & train coming over the Sai bridge, not
otherwise. The line jemadar did not go over
to my points, nor did the assistant station
master. Immediately after the accident the
guard of 8 Down went to my points and asked
me which way the points were set, and I said
“main line.” e asked me whether the home
signal was down ; I said no. The guard did
not ask me to change the points to stativn
line. It is not the procedure for a train to
be received into the yard without line jema-
dar lo-king the points. I would not allow
any train to come in without orders. Ifa
train ran against signals I would stop it by
showing hand signals, but I would not reverse
my points without orders, even if a collision
were ca:used by the train going on the line
for which my points are set. The shunting
engine stqod abaut 100 paces from my points
near the water column. The head light was
white and the right hand buffer beam had &
red light. The lamp at my points was white
before the acoident, Immediately the troin
was nearing my points I exhibited a red light.

——

Fazal Ahmed Khan, constable,—-No, 6 down
was late. Iheard the train coming in and
informed the head constable Mohurrir, who
asked me whether the signals were down, and
I replied to him in the affirmative. I saw that

the signals were down because the tell-tale
light was greex,

Iradut Sher Khan, train guard constable.—I1
was a train guard consteble in 8 down from
Rai Bareli. After leaving Chilbila the train
stopped after three carriages had passed the
distant signal. I wasin a 3rd class carriage
which waa third from the engine and stood
just opparite the distant signal, I then
logked out of my compartment and saw that
the signal was green. By this signal I mean
the home signal. I did not see the distant
signal light.  After two.or three minutes the
train -started and camd In contact with #
shunting engine in the yard. When the
train started I did not see the signal lampy
as to what.‘hght they were exhibiting,



On being, questioned states that, when the

train came to a stand, he saw a red light -

and efter 2 or 3 minutes it was turned into a
green one.

Sher Mahommad, shunter.—About 15 minutes
before line clear for 6 down was called out I
went with my engine from the station line to
the mainline and stopped there. A Yhalasi
then came to me and asked me to couple the
engine to District Locomotive Superinten-’
dent’s'carriage, as the train had left Chilbila,
The gunner also went and stood near District
Locomotive Superintendent’s carriage and
signalled me to start. 1 then moved m
engine, and, when I had gone about three
wagon-lengths and there was still' s gap of
about & foot between my engine and District
Locomotive Superintendent’s carriage, 6 down
suddenly collided with my engine and the
latter with District Locomotive Superinten-

moved backward I then stopped my engine
from moving. | did not hear 6 down enter-
ing the stetion as no noise was heard at all.

1 did not notice anything concerning the
signals. ;

Dharam  Singh, gate-Leeper.—The number
of my gate lodge is 83,

On the morning of the 2nd June 6 down
passenger stopped this side of the distant
signal about 2 wagon.lengths The engine
whistled, and, after a short time, the train
started on the distant and the home signals
being lowered, 1 could see the arm of the
distant signal lowered as it is very close to my
gate lodge. The right hand side lamp of the
howe signal was green. I meen the lamp to-
wards the west.

Slight wind was blowing at the time and it
was very dusty. I could see the arm of the

dent’s carringe. The District Locomotive
' Superintendent's carringe and my engine

(=]

signal, but I do not know whether it was
moonlight-or dark night, :

FINDING.

The cause o‘f the aceident was 6 down being allowed on ‘main line instead of the loop
line, whereby it collided with a shunting engine which was waiting there with Distriet Loco-
motive Superintendent’s carriage, No. 10, to attach the same to 6 down to Moghal Sarai.

From the evidence we are unanimous in declaring (i} that the distant and home signals
were first at danger, and subsequently the home signal was lowered for 6 down tocomein;
(ii) that there is o doubt whether the distant signal was lowered or not; and (iii) that the
pointsman is primarily responsible through setting the wrong line we also have no doubt.

The assistant station master 1is also very greatly to blame inasmuch as he did not see all
was clear for 6 down before allowing it to enter, and did not know it had left Chilbila.

The line jemadar is also inculpated because he did not see that the points were correct,
and it is evident that ke relied on the pointsman to do the work properly although. the latter
hnd only one ‘and a half month’s service. -

Driver Huggins of 6 down is in fault for failing to keep a sharp look-out and thereby
running some 750 feet on the wrong line.without knowing it and for passing the points
indicator when it was uot alight.

. We recommend that the assistant station master, line jemadar, pointsman and the driver
be all very severely punished, as they are all guilty of gross neglect. :

In view of the faot that a very serious accident had occurred the previous day we recom-
mend that the 4 men concerned in this case be summarily dismissed, as there is no redeem-
ing feature on which we consider we could recommend them for lighter punishments.

H. G. N. WHITE. JAL NARAIN. E. T. SHEPHERD.

" In submitting the proceedings the Manager, Oudh and Rohilkhand railway, remarks that
the assistant station wmaster and the line jemadar are being prosecuted under section 101 (¢)
of the Railways Act, and that the other staff concerned will be dealt with departmentally.

Remurks by the Senior Government Inspector of Railways.

In my opinion the accident was primarily due to the neglect of duty and non-observance
of General Rule 113 by the assistant station master, Babu K. P. Bhattacharjee.

This station was formerly a roadside station interlocked on the List and Morse system,
but ceased to be ro from the latter end of 1902 when the ‘danager, Oudh and Rohilkhand
railway, submitted drewings and diagrams for proposed alterations in the yard and interlock-
ing consequent on the entry of the Allahabad-Fyzabad railway into Partabgarh. While the
nlterations have been in progress the station has been worked as an ordinary non-interlocked
rtation, and, as far as I am aware, no special rules have been introduced either in the working
or subsidiary rules of the administration. for working it otherwise. The station master on
duty was therefore responsible in accordance with General Rule 113 for seeing personally to
the locking of tha facing points. .

Mr. Leach, Distriet Loco. Superindendent, was present at the enquir&-. He made a
stntement regarding the customary working of the points and signals at this station whick
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had come to his notice on previous occasions, and his evidence should have heen recorded.
He stated that on a certain occasion, when a train was being admitted into the station, the
key of the facing points was with the pointsman and not with the station master, and that
the latter lowered the home signal without being in possession of the facing points lock Ley.

The points indicator is admitted to have been defective and the lamp to have been in the
habit of going out when the points were reversed, but no steps seem to have been taken by the
station master to have this defect remedied.

The “ In Report " for No. 6 Down despatached from Partabgarh to station master, Chilbila,
reads : “ No. 6 Down passenger train arrived here at 3 H., 20 M.” The “ In Report ™ recejved
by station master, Chilbila, from station master, Partabgrah, reads: ” No. 6 Down passenger
train arrived here at 2 H., 9 M.” The discrepancy requires explanation.

The attention of the Manager, Oudh and Robilkhand railway, is drawn to the delay in
completing the interlocking et this station which was started towards the latter end of 1902
and not completed till the 15th June 1905. ‘

C. S. ROSE,
MAJOR, R.E.,
Sentvr Government Inspector.

P. v No, 2252 - 1U-8.06,



Appendix XVI to the abstract return of accidents on Indian rail f
o the twelve months ended the 31st December 1905. ways tor

Report of the proceedings of a joint enquiry held at Ajmer station, Rojputana-M.ilwa
railway, on the 9th January 1905, to investiqata the circumstances attending the collision
between No. 32 down passenger and No. 19 up yoods trains at that station on the 3rd

January 1905.

The committee was composed of the following officers : —

H. 8. JonEs,
T. F. W. Woop,
C. G. COTESWORTH,

Resident Engineer .
District Traffic Superintendent e
District Loco. Superintendent

e wee  President.
}Membera.

DEECRIPTION.

No. 19 up goods was leaving Ajmer on the morning of the 3rd January and had just
pessed the crossing of the junction points of the Nasirabad and main lines when it was run
into by No. 32 down passenger, with the result that the engine and tender of No. 32 down
were badly derailed and the engine of 19 up had its tender cab roof smashed and the foot-

board broken.

The accident occurred st mile 275/9-10 near the fouling mark placed between the Nasira-
bad and main lines. The line here is on a curve of 800 feet radius and has a gradient of 1

in 100 from level-crossing up to the station.

EVIDENCE.

George D’ Roque, driver of 19 wp goods.—QOn
the 3rd January 1 came on duty at 3-30 4, x,
and whistled at 5-25 to be admitted into
traffic yard, The jemadar gave me the signal
and piloted me to my train on the 8th line.
The guard of my truin brought me the line
clear and handed it to me, when 1 asked the

guard what the time was. We compared .

watches, and both watches were 540 a1l
then whistled for sturting signals. Signal
No. 25 was lowered and the train was started
without delay. I never noticed any signal
for in-coming trains as having been lowered
from the time of Jeaving the shed to starting
the train, When I got near the junction
points I saw 32 down passenger; I whistled
fot brakes and reversed my engine, The colli-
sion then took place. I know nothing about
the outer signals. The engine of 32 down
‘was about 100 yards from my engine when I
first saw it.

Chotoo, fireman of 19 up.—After coming out
of the shed the engine was attached to 19 up
on the 6th line, The driver got line clear,
and starting signals were given and the train
was started. He never saw any signals given
for an in-coming train end never looked for
them. I first saw 32 down *when my engine
was about two or three wagons away from the
junction points, 82 down was beyond the
inner home signals. 1cslled my driver’s atten-
tion, and he whistled end reversed the engine,
and 1 applied the brake. The collision then
took place.

—r—

A. Nelson, driver of 32 down passenger.—I
got line clear at Hatundi and left 11 minutes
lnte. After passing the cemetery I gave the
usual three whistles. As I was coming round
the curve by the carriage ekops I noticed the

outer signals were against me. I gave three
whistles over again, snd the outer signal and
the signal near the Lal Phatak were lowered
for me—that is, the lower arm. As I got
close to the level cressing I saw theinner
home signal was against me. I put on my
steam brake, reversed my engine and whistled
for guard’s brakes. I was going from eight to
ten miles an hour when I noticed the inner
home signal &t danger, and when Tstruck 19 gp
1 must have been going about five to six miles
an hour, 1sawabout three or four persons on
the right side of the line whom 1 took for gate-
keepers. 1 saw another man on the left side
seated on the lever that works the signals,
I never noticed the position of any other
signal in the ysrd. Having wet rails and an O
class engine it took time 10 stop my train.

Jehangir Khan, fireman of 32 down.~—When
my train was opposite the cemetery the driver
gave three whistles, and when the train got
round the curve by the carringeand wagou shops
the signals were pgainst us, The driver then
gave another three whistlea. The outer signals
were lowered when the train was about the end
of the carriage shops, When the train got nenr
the Lal Photak the driver noticed the inper
bhome signal at danger; be immediately shut
off steam and whistled for guard’s brakes.
The khalasi applied the brake and [ opened
the sand box. Then the collision took place.
The driver also applied the steara brake.

——

G. Moss, guard of 32 down—After 1 ‘
Hatundi, at 5-30 {.M., 1 heard the drf:gt
whistle for signals near gang hut and then
again on coming to the setraight line. The
outer signal and Lal Phatak signal were low-.
ered, and 1 saw u man sitting on the level
near the Lal Phatal'!.: Lirectly the accident



took place 1 went towards the engine and
found the inner home signal against my train.
I did not notice the position of any other
signals in the yard. The driver wl_ustled for
brakes after passing the level crossing and I

applied my brakes, which were in good order.

Babajee, 2nd guard of 32 down.—After the
driver had twice whistled for signals, ) the
outer signal and Lal Phatak signal were given.
When I had passed the level crossing the
driver whistled for brakes, As I passed the
level crossing I saw a man sitting on the lever
handle. I could not see the home signal
until after the collision took place. When
I did sce it, it was at danger.

T, H. Miller, assistant station master.—1 have
two years and three months’ service of which
five months have been as assistant station mas-
ter. I was on duty on the night of the 2nd
from 22 hours to 9 4. m. on the 3rd instant,
I endorsed line clear for 32 down to be given.
1 received line clear for 19 up right time. I
handed the line clear of 19 up to guard Mul
Chand at about 535 4, . The guard took
the line clear to the driver. At 5-40 the
driver of 19 up whistled for starting signals
which he obtained, and the train started
exactly at 5-40 A, M. I ordered the starting
signal for 19 up to be given. I gave no
orders for signals for 32 down. I only saw
the out report of 32 down at_5-37 A M, after
I had already ordered 19 up to be started. I
did not expect 32 down till at least 16 minutes
after 19 up had started. 32 down has, on
several occasions, arrived before the departure
of 19 up. I have never seen the signals for
s train going out or coming in lowered and
then put back to danger and reverse signals
given. I have never known the cabinmen
give signales for any train without my orders
while I have been on duty, The jemadar of
the yard is the man who actuslly conveys my
orders to the cabinmen. I never gave orders
for signals for 32 down to be given before
1 gave orders for signals for 19 up, in fact I
never gave orders for any signals at all for 32
down on this particular morning. I never
noticed any signal as having been given for 32
down. My first knowledge of 32 down being
near my yard was when I went to the june-
tion crossing and suw driver Nelson had colli-
ded with 19 up. I heard no. whistles of 32
down, which I should have done if they had
been given.

-®

Driver Nelson recalled.—1 saw the signal at
the Lal Phatak still lowered for about 7 to
10 minutes after the collision. I did not draw
anyone's attention to this, as I could not find
anyone at the time. When 1did find Mr.
Miller the signal had been put to danger.

Lal Khan, jemadar.—1X have 23 years’ service.
1 have been jemadar in Ajmer for 6 or 7 years.
X was told when 32down had left Nasirabad
and then I heard of its departure from
Latundi, and sbout this tima the engine of
19 up was coming out of loco. yard and I
put it on the train on the 6th line. I do
not know.what the time was as I 'have no
watch. Isaw the line clear in the hand of
the guard of 19 up,* I then called out to
the cabinman to have the level crossing gates

opened as 19 up was going out. I received
no orders from the assistant station master,
personally, for the departure of 19 up,
and gave orders to the cabinman on my own
authority. Inever ordered the cabinman to
give any signals for 32 down and° had heard
no whistles up to the time of starting 19 up,
When about 20 vehicles had passed me I
heard three whistles once. I was then stand-
ing near the 2nd line about two spaces north
of the gate signal. I never saw any signals
given for 32 down and can swear that no
signal was given.

Scomare, cabinman.—On the morning of the
3rd, nssistant station master Miller person-
ally told me 19 up would start before 32
down, As Ihave nothing to do with the
goods train starting signals, I simply sat still,
I saw the signal given for 19 up and the train
start. I mever gave any signals for 32 down
and did not see any lowered, and can swear
that none were lowered.

Binda, cabinman.—~1 received orders from
the jemadar to have the gates opened for 19
up to start. I rang up the gatemen, and also
called them that 19 up was going. The gate-
man shut the gates and gave me the gate
signal. Ithen pulled levers 11, 15, 19 and
then 25. The train started atonce very
slowly, I never received any orders to give
signal for 32 down and never pulled off
any signals as I cannot do so with 19 up
going out. I heard the driver of 19 up
whistle just as he got near the facing
points, and I then saw 3% down coming from
the Lal Phatak. Iheard the three whistles of
32 down in the distance, but,as 19 up was
going out, Idid nothing. I never attempted
to pull any lever to admit 32 down. The
gateman at the level-crossing cannot lower the
outer signals without my permission. I have

10 years’ service and have worked in this cabin
for 7 years. ‘

[r——

Kistna, gateman.~On the morning of the
3rd I received the bell signal from the south
cabin to shut the gates across the road. After
locking them I lowered the gate signal
Shortly after this the Nasirabad train whist-
led. I called out that this train was whistl-
ing. The cabinman took no notice, and I
understood the gates had been shut for a train
to go out, 80 I showed a red light towards the
in-coming train. I saw the starting signal for
19 up lowered. None of the inner home
signals for Nasirabad train were lowered, nor
had they been lowered. I never lowered the
outer signals for the Nasirabad train., I was
standm% by the gate signal lever. There was

no one by the levers which work the outer
signals. '

. Madan Singh, acting gateman,—On the morn-
ing of the 3rd we received the bell signal to
close the gates, and Kistna and I did so and
then lowered the gate signal. I then heard
19 up whistle, and I kept a red signal towards
Nasirabad side. I was standing by the gates
on the east side of the line There was no
one near the signal levers, The outer signals
for Nasirabad trains bad not been -lowered
that morning. None of the inner home
signals for a Nasirabad train were lowered.
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1 heard the whistle of 32 dowr_l an(.i centinu- © Mr, Miller, assistant slation master, recal-
ed to show ared light in that direction. There led.—Explained that he did not actually order
was no one sitting on the lever of the outer the starting signal to ba lowered, but that
signal for Nasirabad trains. the fact of his giving the line clear was an
order for the jemadar to get the starting
signal lowered.

My, Timothy, station superintendent, Ajmer.—
I have been here as station master for 18
years, [ have never known of a case of

sirnaly being given for a train to ¢come in and M’: . Davidson, loco, foreman.—1I arrived at
thgen for bhogsegsignnls to be thrown to danger the site of the accident about €-55, I have
g0 us to allow another train to leave or to never seen signals in Ajmer lowered for a
come in from another line. When I arrived train and then put back to danger before the
at the site of the accident, at about 6-15, the train has arrived.
starting signal for 19 up goods was still
down,

FINDING.

The driver and staff of 32, down passenger have stated that the outer signal and the
home signal near the Lal Phatak were lowered for their train fo come in, but that when the
train was close tothe Lal Phatak they found the inner home signal was at danger. The traffie
staff both at the station and also at the Lal Phatak absolutely deny that any signals were
given for 32 down to come into the yard. The guard of 32 down supports the statement of
the engine staff. After carefully weighing the evidence of all the witnesses and also testing
and examining the interlocking apparatus we have come to the conclusion that no signals
of any kind were given for 32 down to enter the yard, and, consequently, the driver
of 32 down must be held solely responsible for the accident. The driver himself admits
that he noticed the inmer home signal at danger when he was about 350 yards from it,
and that, although he was going only about 10 miles an hour, he was unable to pull up in time
to prevent the accident. Taking into consideration that he only had a light load of 19
coaches and had to overcome a gradient of 1 in 100 and a curve of 800 feet radius, it seems

highly improbable that he could nmot pull up his train in time to avert a collision if he
himself had really been on the alert.

We recommend that the driver of 32 down be dealt with departmentally for enfering the
yard against signals, and that the guard of 32 down be also dealt with by his superior officers
for giving absolutely false evidence. , /

H. S. JONES, T. F. W. Woop, C. G. COTESWORTH,

Resident Engineer. Dist. Traffic Supdt. Dist. Loco. Supdt.

In forwarding the above proceedings, the Agent, Bombay, Baroda and Central India
railway, remarks that “ I agree with the finding of the committee that the driver of the
“ passenger train ran against signals and caused the collision. I have ordered his salary to be

“reduced by Rs. 50 per mensem for a year. The behaviour of the guard of the same train 1,?
% giving false evidence has duly been noticed, and the man will be punished departmentally.

. : -
Remarks by the Senior Government Inspector of Railways.

I concur inthe “finding” of the commitiee, bui consider that the driver of No. 32
down passenger train should have been prosecuted.

R. W. EGERTON,
Senior Government Inspector.

“Pionecr Pross No. 2254—13-8-00.



Appendix XVII to the abstract return of accidents on Indian railways for
the twelve months ended the 31st December 1905,

Leport of the proceedings of a joint enquiry held to ascertain the cause of the collision between
the 2-25 hours down special passenger train and a wagon at Jejuri stajion, Southern
Muhratte ratlway, on the 14th May 1905, -

The committee was composed of the following officers :-— .

President.

Members.

C. P. Fox, District Engineer
W. M. STEUART, District Traffic Superintendent
C. P. MoLLoy, Lastrict Locomotive Superintendent

1

DESCRIPTION.

On the early morning of the 14th instant, the 2-25 Wathar special arrived at Jejuri at
4-14. On arriving at the'north dead-end points, the engine collided with & low-sided wagon
which was foul of the line. The evening before three trucks containing engineering materials
were shunted from the other end of station, by the help of some gang coolies. It is evident
that after shunting these trucks into the dead-end siding, no one on duty ever took the
trouble to see that the rules were complied with, so that neither was the Scotch block fixed
and locked, nor was the brake of the last wagon fixed down. No. 6 down passed the spot
at 1-35, at which time the truck could not have been foul of the line. There have been
storms of wind and rain every night, and it is probable that the wind blew the end truck -
towards the points at some time between passing of No. 6 down and 2-25 Wathar down

special.

of the truck, caught the corner of the brake and tore off a portion of the woodwork.

The handle on side of engine first caught the edge of the truck, and then the corner

The

driver whistled for brakes and put on his own, so that the special was pulled up almost im-
mediately and before any great damage could be done. :

]
The two leading wheels of the low-sided wagon were derailed? but the truck was very

slightly damaged.

EVIDENCE.

Dattatraya Govind, relieving assistant station
master, Jejuri.—On the morning of the 14th
instant I was on duty. After giving orders
about reception of trains I went to inspect
the dead-end disc signal points. The lamp

was lit aund the points correctly set for plat- -

form line. This was at about 3-55, 20
minutes before the arrival of the special.
I did not see whether the Scotch block was
on or not, The three wagons were standing
together at the same place as where they
were standing in the evening. When I took
over from the station master, I exomined the
wagons and the brakes were down. Iput up
the Scotch block, but did not lock it. There
wig no wind or rain at this time, as on the
previous evening.

I cannot account for the wagon fouling the
line between 3-55 and the time that Wathar
special arrived.

Re-examined.~—~The dead-end siding points
kad not been altered during the time I was
on duty, but I sent the jemadar to alter the
top facing points for the platform line, as
they had been set for the main line to receive
22 down goods.

1did not go out to the dend-end siding
points at 3-55 as stated above.

I went out to the top facing points before
6 down arrived, and at that time, sbout
1-85, the wagons in the siding were all
right.

I did not go out to the top points before
the Wathar special arrived, as required by
rules, as I was busy with 22 down which
arrived at 3-2 and 15 up which arrived at
3-45.

After I came on duty I inspected the
wagons in the siding; they wers coupled
together and brakes were put down. The
Scotch block was off and I put it up and put
the chain over the staple, but,did not lock it,

Pointsman Nana was near me on the
platform outside the office”when the special
whistled; the jemadar was near me also.
Nana was showing a danger signal—this wae
when the train was between the top points
and the siding points. I can only account
for the accident by some one having moved
the wagon foul of the line between 1-35 and
the arrival of the special.

8. Mahomed, driver.—I was driver of 2-25
Wathar special on the early morning of Sunday,
the 14th instant. When approaching Jejuri,
I whistled for signals, and home and distant
signals were given all right. The disc signal
at the dead-end at Poona end of stution was
burning and showing green. There was no
storm or wind or rain going on at the time, °

After I left the top points I sawa wagon
in the dead siding about ffteen yards of
which appeared to foul the line. I puton

»-



my brake and whistled for the guard’s brake.
Just then the right hand side handle on my
engine struck the wagon, which was pushed
hack ; the handle on engine bent_aud the
truck then struck the end of the third class
brake No.~ %764, which was next to 1.he
engine, and smashed it in, and tore the side
of the carringe. The truck wus derailed, and
I stopptd my engine a few yards further.
The guard and 1 ezamined the spot, and I
told the guard that I tried to pull up but
could not do so before the accident occurred.

I saw that the wagon was clear of the line
so I went on to the platform, detached the
third class and put into the siding. I then
got line-clear and proceeded to Walhe.
SVhen I examined the truck, the Scotch block
was not up.

There were two other wagons in the siding
about twenty yards off the derailed wagon,
and inside the Scotch. block. They were
coupled together and the brakes were down,
but the brake of the derailed wagon was not
down,

I asked the station master on duty why
he did not see that the line was clear, before
he gave me the signal and how the wagon
came to foul the line, but he did not reply.

8. R. Vakil, guard.—I was guard of the 2-25
Wathar special on the morning of the 14th
instant When we arrived at Jejuri, soon
after passing the north facing points, I heard
a noise and felt a bump. The driver whistled
for brakes and the train was stopped. The
driver and I went und exanpined the spot and
we found that the platform line was fouled
by s wagon in the dead-end siding ; the wagon
was loaded with rails.

The third class braké was damaged at the
richt band corner, and the L. 8. wagon
No. 8185 was derailed, :

\There were another two L. 8. wagons,
Nos. 9772 and 8225, in the dead-end siding.
When my brake stopped. the engine was
near these two wagons, which I noticed were
moving by the light of my hand lamp.
These trucks must, I think, have bumped
the L. 8. wagon No. 8185, I did not
examine the brakes of any of the wagons,
neither did I examine the scoteh block. 1
then came to the station and despatched an
accident message. 1 told the driver to shunt
the damaged carriage into the siding, and

after obtaining line.clear, we proceeded to
Whalhe.

Evamined —The assistant station master
was in the_ station office; I asked him if he
knew anything of the accident, but he did

not reply. No one belonging to the station

ataE_ came to the site of accident before we
left it.

The driver whistled for brakes after the
bump. I had my brake on after pnssing the
top points and we were coming elowly, as a
red signal was shown at the gouth points to

prevent us running through to the top of
yard as usual,

—

Wasudeo Narayen, station master —The three
L. 8. wagons, Nos, 8185, 9772 and §225
arrived at my station on the 13th instant b)'r
18 Down at about 15 hours. They wers

then shunted into the turntable siding. They
were afterwards taken to the platform line,
and one truck was unloaded on the platform,
They were then in charge of the jemadar, byt
he ‘was being helped by three gangmen,
After this I gave orders to the jemadar to
put the trucks into the north dead-end siding
which he did and handed over the keys to me;
this was about 18-30 hours. 1 afterwards
went myself to inspect the north pointe
before arrival of 8 down I then took the
numbers of the wagons, which were all three
coupled together and the brakes were down ;
I then came back to the office.

Examined.—1 was busy issuing tickets after
this and I forgot to give the jemadar a lock
of the scotch block as I intended, I did not
tell the jemadar to put up the scotch block,
The scotch block was in good order and was
used about 8 days before. I did not say any-
thing about the wagons to my assistant when
he took over charge. I was sent for by the
assistant station master and errived whilst the
guard was writing out the aceident messages.
The assistant station master informed me
that the 2-25 Wathar special had collided
with an L. S. wagon in the dead-end siding.
I went to the spot and found two wheels of
one wagon derailed, and the other two wagons
standing about 50 feet off, about the same
place that I saw them on the evening before,
The assistant station master did not come
with me to inspect tha spot, but remained in
the office.. I made enquiries later from the
rest of the station staff as to how the acci-
dent happened, and how the truck got foul
of the line. The assistant station master
appeared to be frighiened and could not say
anything about the accident, The pointsman
at the north points went there at the time of
6 Down and remained there until arrival of
Wuthar special. He did not return to the
station, 1 have one jemadar and three
pointsmen, -

Bala Yesso. points jemadar, Jejuri~Qn the
14th morning after 22 down arrived at the
station, I set the top points for the platform
siding and then came buck to the station.
At thut time the dead-end siding was correctly
set for platform line, and not fouled by any
wagon. The three L. 8. wagons were all
standing together at the sume plice as placed
in evening previous. This scotch block woa
up on the rail and the chein fastened, but
not locked. I myself put the scotch block
on to the rail when 7 Up left Walhe. No
lock hus ever been put on to the scotch block
since I have been here. [ took the other
spare pointsman to unload packages of 15 Up. .
These points are ulways macned. 1 did not
again go to the top points before arrival of
the Wathar special. I gave the Home and
Distant signals mysclf for the train and
heard a noise when the special was passing
the dead-end points. I was then on the
platform. L afterwards went to the spot
and found the Scotch block was down and
one wagon derailed. I went there with the

A. 8. M., and found the guard and driver
there.

ltame Kashiba, pointsman, Jejuri—On the
morning of the 14th I was manning the top
points. I went to the points when 6 Down
left Rajewadi, I slept near the points as 22



Down was expected, which arrives here aboug
2-30. When the Wathar special left Raje-
wadi the points jemadar came and roused me,
and the jemadar set the top points for
the platform line. The special passed over
my points all right, but I heard a noise as it
passed over the dead-end siding points. 1
lighted the disc signal Iamp at the dead-end
points when I went to man the top points for
6 Uown, and it was kept lighted until the
Wathar special had passed through., After
the Wathar special had got to the platform I
came running from my points to see what
was the matter, and I found the L. 8. wagon
dersiled. The A. 8. M. was on the spot and
told me to go and call the station master,
which I did. I then went and manned the
top points ugain to pass 15 Up

Police Neil: Shivram Yeswant, 4th Class head
congtable~—~n the morning of the 14th
instant I was on duty at the time of the
arrival of the 2-25 Wathar special
the train passed the 2nd points I heard a
noise, and the train stopped immediately. [
went up to the spot at once and found the

After-

guard and driver examining the wagon, and
the special duty constable who was travelling
in the special, also got out and was on the
spot. I examined the two other wagons,
which were standing in the siding at some
distunce from the derailed wngon‘nna I found
that the brakes were down. I then examined
the brake of the derailed wagon and found
that it was up, In the meantime the assist-
snt station master come apd began to say
that this would not have happened had the
scotch block been put on. He then sent
porter Rama to call the station master. I
Enow nothing more about the case, .

Ramae Rawjee, pointsmen, Jejuri—On the
morning of 14th instent, at the time of
arrival of Wathar Down special, I was on
duty at the south points. I took 15 Up into
the third siding and set points for the plat-
form siding. The assistant station master told
me to show a red light on the platform, as he
was going to stop the special at the platform,
and 1 came there T saw the spot after-
wards, but I know nothing about the acci-
dent.

FINDING.

»

W e find that the accident to the Wathar Down Special at Jejuri, on the early morning
of 14th instant, was caused by colliding with an L. 8. wagon No. 8185, which was fouling the
platform line close to the north dead-end points. We find that the station master when on
duty, as well as the assistant station master and points jamadar, all neglected their duty,
inasmuch as none of them ever inspected the trucks in the siding to see whether the rules had
been complied with, in consequence -of which the scotch block was not fixed and locked
and one at least of the trucks could not have had the brakes down. We consider that all these
three men are responsible and we propose that they be dealt with departmentally.

‘C P. MOLLOY, W. M. STEUART, CHAS. P. FOX,
District Locomotive Superintendent, District Traffic Superintendent.  District Engineer.

Remarks by the Government Inspector of Railways.

I agree with the finding of the joint committee that the collision was due, as they state,
to neglect of duty on the part of the station master, assistant station master and jemadar of
pointsmen.

I would, however, point out that a further breach of the rules was committed in that the
points which the wagon fouled were facing points to the in-coming train, and should, in
accordance with the Company’s rules, have been manned. Had this been done there can be
little doubt that the position of the wagon would have been observed and the collision avoid-
ed. As the pointsman was standing beside them on the platform, both the assistant station
master and jemadar must have known that these facing points were unmanned.

Attention is invited to the inadequacy of the staff of pointsmen and jemadars on this
section of the_line. At Jejuri, where there are 4 or 5 sets of fac_ing points, the sta.ﬂ: consists
of 1 jernadar and 3 pointsmen. Several stations have _only 1 jemadar and 2 pointsmen.
During May about 500 trains passed through these sta.t.lons, on one or two occasions a3 many
88 19 trains during the 24 hours, 10 being passenger treins.

The matter of the hours of pointsmen and jemadars has been the subject of di.scussion and
correspondence between myself and the Agent for some time p?.'st, but so far without other
result than that reported in connection with the collision at Bijapur.

A copy of the Working Time Table is appended-

It is difficult to see how men who have duties in connection with so t:requeut *trains can
possibly be sufficiently alert at all hours to ensure the safety of the travelling public.

W. A. JOHNS,

Dharwar, 26th June 1905. Government Inspector.

Remarks by the Senior Government Inspector of Railways.

I agree with the remarks of the Government Inspector, and consider that in the interests '
of the public the provision of jemadars and pointsmen at busy stations should be sufficient to
allow separate shifts for day and night duty.

. J. 8. BROWN,

Bomdbay, 28th June ‘1905. Senior Guvernment uspector.
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] dix XVIIto the abstract return of accidents on Indian
Anneﬁ:ﬁﬁ;&?s%grp%e l1;}x:zve1\re months ended the 31st December 1905,

hern Mahratta Raliwa
: t-Colonel J. Burn-Murdoch, R.E., Agent, Soul ‘ y
Le!teﬂb{:g;;f;’eutte: atﬁe Junior Consulting Engineer for the S. M. Railway, Dharwar,

No. 4-3331-4471, dated -5 June 1905.

: i jon of this office letter No. 3831, dated the 15th ult:imo, I 'hs_we the _ honour
to foIrI:v::c,ll tintg:gﬁ;rllx copies of proceedings and finding of the committee of joint enquiry held
to ascertain the cause of collision between the_ 2-25 hours Down s_pecml passenger train &qd B

* wagon at Jejuri station on the 14th idem. It is clear that some time after the arrival at Jejuri
of No. 6 Down Mixed train at 1-35 hours on the date of the accident, the wagon had been
moved by wind or in some other way, so that it be.came _foul of the platfopn .s1dmg, and
when the down special arrived, the engine collided with the wagon. causing its two front
wheels to leave the rails. :

The station master and the assistant station master, Jejuri, neglected to see tha!: the
wagons wzre properly secured in the dead-end siding in accordance with Rules. The assistant
station master further neglected to go out to the top facing points before the arrival of the
Down special when, hed he done so, he must have seen the position of the wagon.

Annexure 2 in Appendix XVII to the abstract return of accidents on Indian
Railways forpghe twelve months ended the 31st December 1905.

Copy of Time Table.
0-41

9-4
6 No. 13 Goods. W. S.
1-5 4, No. 17 Goods.
1-4 16 .
13 No. 6 Fast Mixed. ' 10-11 ,
1-8 10-11 - .
3-2 3 4 .
w.S. 17 ‘ Wathar Special.
B | »No. 15 Goods. 10-15 :
22 10-10
7 Q :
gﬁg < Eb No. 4 Passenger.
W.S. : 10-14
1 ~No. 22 Goods. 12-10
15 . . 12_13 }NO. 19 GOOdS-
415 | 13-29 ) o
4 W.8.12 Mail.* ) . 13-31 [0 9 tassenger.,
22 14-43
41'14 ' {g:gg }3rd Class Mixed.
22 Wathar Special. 18-55
15 20 No. 21 Goods.
4-17 19-2
‘ 6-21 19-1
5 No. 14 Goods.
1 0 1% Groods 2 No. 20 Goods.
7-0 ' ’ 20-0
14 3rd Class Mixed. 19-59
7-3 20 - }No. 7 Fast Mixed.
9-11 ' 20-5
17 No. 16 Goods. -
9-21 21 }No- 2 Down Mail.

*® Acerrding to Working Time Table for the Wathar 8
Specinl is running, The ruie wes app

pécinl No.22 Down Gonds should
= Btation,

thar
arently broken on this occagion, not run when Ws

"8 22 Down Goods was starding in Jejuri

Pioneer Press No. 2252.—~14-8-06.



Appendix XVIII to the abstract return of accidents on Indian rail
the twelve months ended the 31st December 1905. ways for

RePoRi of H.; procreji;zgsdof a joi_n.t ;nquiry held to ascertain the causeof the collision between
; 0s. 13 up an own mized trains at Bijupur station, Southern Mahratl e
on the 23vd May 1905. JeP ' hrattu railway,

The committee was composed of the following officers :— .
W. ELEY, listrict Engineer DPresident.
L. B. MCLAREN, llistrict Locomotive Superintendent

T. E. CrICHTON, District Traffic Superintendent }Membe’rs.

R. PI}_I'?:ENGERI, Huzur Deputy Collector and Magistrate, First Class,
ijapur.

W. A. Jouns, Government Inrpeclor of Railways, Dharwar

L. H. SpENCE, Railway Police Superintendent ..,

Present,

DESCRIPTION,

On the morning (2-41 hours) of the 23rd May 1905, Nos. 79 up goods, 74 down
mixed and 73 up mixed were to cross at Bijapur station, mile 1144, Bijapur Branch.

Nos. 74 down mixed and 79 up goods were both standing on the platform line to
permit No. 73 up mixed fo enter upon the main line, but the north facing points No. 11
being wrongly set for the platform line, the incoming train (No. 73 up mixed) ran into the
.engine of 74 down mixed which was standing on the platform line just clear of the fouling
" » point. o .
. There was no injury fo any of the passengers of either train. ~No damage was done to
the permanent-way, the only damage done being to the cowcatchers of the engines.

¥ o EVIDENCE.

Govind Balaji, assisiant station master.— -

I touk charge of the station st 18-30 hours
on 22nd instant 1 gave line clear to 79 up
gouds, then for 74 down mixed and then

fur 73 up mixed, and the traing arrived in -

that order. On receipt of the departure
report of 79 up goods [ ordered jemadar
Rama to examine sll points and receive that
train on the main line. The trein was correct-
ly received.

On receipt of departure of 74 down mixed
I ordered the jemadar to receive it on the
platform line, and it was 80 received. Im-
mediately after arrival of 74 down I ordered
jemadar to draw No. 79 np goods shead and
ack it on to the platform line behind 74
down mixed. 'I'his shunt was finished at
2-30 hours on 23rd instunt. :

Immediately this shunting was over, I told
the jemadar Rama to examine north facing
point No 11 for No. 73 up mixed to be
received on the muin line. 1 was on the
pletform when 1 gave this order to jemadar
"Bama. The jemadar went to the north
facing points and returned und reported ro me

_ theéy were * alright.” When the train 73 up
whistled, the jemadar Ruma was standing

beside me near the up distant signal lever.

I saw a green signal at the north facing
imints No. 11 waved up and down five times.
 also saw a green signal waved up and down
* by the jemadar Ruma at the up distant
signal lever. At thut time I was standing at
the home signal. 1 then ordered the home
signal to be lowered. It was moonlight and
I was uble to recognize it was the jewadar
Rama. He was in uniform, so were the
pointsmen. When the train was coming in

I heard the noise of & colliston. I was on the
platform. I immediately went to the spot
and found 73 up mized was on the platform
line and the cow-catcher of that train was
upon the cow-catcher of 74 down mixed, I
sent for the station master. After seeing the
accident I went to the north points No. 11
about two minutes afterwards. There was
no pointsman at the points, which were
locked. I tested the lockand foand it locked.
I sent for the pointsman Buran. I sent a
porter, but' I do not know who it was.
Pointsman Buran came and the porter who
went to fetch him told me that he cume from
his house where he was asleep. I asked him
why he ran away from the points and he told
me he was not at the points he was sleeping
at home. I had seen pointsman Buran at the
time 79 up and 74 down mixed came in. 73
up whistled for signals at 2-37. I asked him
who showed the green signals from the points
No 11 and he again aaid that he was not at
the puints. I told the station master that,
although I was convinced pointsman Buran
was at the points No. 11, he denjed altogether
having been thers, When I went to the pointa
1 asked the jemadar Ruma for the keys and
he immediately took the keys of the facing

ointa No.1l from pointsmaun Buran, who
End come from his house,

I examined the passengers of both trains
and found no one was injured. About 10
minutes before the collision occurred I saw
the guard of 79 up. 1le was in his brake-
van. I did not see him again after the
coliision. I sm certain the guard ot 79 up
was not at the facing points when 73 up was
comigg in,



There were on duty that night myself, one
jemadar, two pointsmen and one porter. One
porter lowered the home signal,

On being shown Rule No. 36, Appendix G,
Part I, General Rules, the assistant station
master said the jemadar could not stand st
the advance points for the second incoming

train owing to want of staff, and on being,

asked why the jemadar could not be at the
facing points and the pointsman at the lever,
he replied, what harm is there in keeping the
jemadar at the lever, if he (the jemadar) has
the keys. This is my habitual custom. Ihave
been assistant station master at bijapur for
two years. There was no other shunting per-
formed. I was preparing to do shunting with
No. 74 and the jemadar had uncoupled the
train in resdiness soon after its arrival. I
am sure there was no shunting done.

1 do not wish to say anything beyond the
statement given by me. )

Jemadar Rama.—Train 79 up camein first.
Assistant station master told we 79 up had
started from Minchnal and to go and look at
the points. I lovked at all the points and
locked them up: the north top points, goods
shed points and main line points (south).
The third line points always remain locked.
At 1.20, 79 up goods came ih and was
received on main line. I went and asked the
guard of 79 up whether any shunting had
to be done and he said ‘¢ yes, six loads to be
tuken off and six loads to be put on.” The
driver informed me that there was no use
to do shunting then as it was time for 74
down to come in, and after she had come in,
the shunting could be done.

No shunting was done then. I then went
and set the south points for the platform line
and- locked them. I then came to the north
points and set and locked them for the
platform line. After that I went to the
platform and sat down in front of the Tele-
graph Office for about 5 minntes, In the
meanwhile 74 left Jumnsl station, and sbout
5§ minutes after 73 up left Minchnal. I then
went and awoke both pointamen Buran and
Rahimat who were asleep near the home
signal on the platform. The pointsmen both
got up and I sent Buran who went to the
north and Bahimat to the south. I then
went to the south top points and inspected
them and found them correctly set for the
platform line. I then went 1o the assistant
station master and reported that the south
pointa were correctly set. Just then 74
down whistled and goth the gatemen gave
me the *“all right signal.” The south pointa-
man Bahimat gave me the green signal and I
then signslled to the assistant station master
five times green signal and 74 down cume on
to the platform line. The assistant station
master then told me 73 up would arrive soon
and 79 up must be brought on to the platform
line. 1 then told the assistant station
master that I would reverse the north top
points again for main line from platform line
and I then would take 79 up on to the
platform line. The assistant station master
replied “No, no” ; call the pointsman Buran
from the north points. I did so and he came
on to the platform. The assistant station
waster then ordered me to deliver the keys to
the pointswan Buran and for me to go shead

with 79 up. In the presence of the assistsnt
station master I gave up the keys to points-
man Buran and I then took 79 up'towards

* Jumnal after having reversed the south points

again for muin line. The keys nre all on one
ring. On further questioning he states that
he took off the north point key from the ring
and gave it alone to Buran, when the assistant
station master told him to. I then took 79
up on to the platform line and I egain set
the points (south) for main line, I waa
coming towards the station from the, top
(south) points when 73 up whistled. I ran
towards the station, and while on my way the
pointsman Buran on the north points gave
me. the green signal three times. On arrival
at the platform, the assistant station master
told me *I have given the home signsl, you
give the distant signal for 73 up.” I gave
the distant signal as ordered. I asked the
assistant station master if he had gone aud
seen the north points and he answered “ yes,
it’s all right.” As Buran had given me
the signal all right and assistant station
master had said it was all right, I gave the
distant signal for 73 up and she came in
and collided with 74 down on the platform
line., Police naik, two or three Hamals and
1 ran to the north points and found that the
north points were not locked, but the padlock
was lying by the side of the points on the
ground, locked without the key, and there
was nobody at the points. Meanwhile the
assistant station master came to the points.
I told him that there was nobody at the
points and I showed him the padlock. The
north points were set for the platform line, -
The engine and ten loads had passed over the
points. Driver Ringrow of 74 down®had
come up to the points at the time with his
fireman Furdonji. They informed the assistant
station master that they had just seen the

_ pointsman running away from the points

towards the station. The assistant station
master sent porter Kajah to call Buran, Rajuh
brought Buran about 10 or 15 minutes after.
I asked Buran what the meaning of this was
pointing to the points, Ile remained silent.
I then, in the presence of the police naik, the
drivers and others who were there, ashed
Buran for the key which he gave me. We
then backed 73 up and took her on to the
main Jine, The procedure carried out every
night when 73 up and 74 down cross is for
pointsman Buran to go to the north points
and I to the south points,

I uncoupled the wagons of 74 down; this
I did after releasing the distant signal lever
and in the collision I received a blow on the
leg while uncoupling,

Three days before the accident occurred a
brake-van had to be attached to the train
78 down ; the brake was some distance awsy
from the body of the train and Buran object-
ed to hand-shunt the brake-van and I hand-
shunted it myself, 'On this guard Sants
Maria, driver D’Souzs, J, D,, guard Armugem

-and under guard Ballapa cried shame on

pointsman Buran, and Buran told me “you
will only work for three days”; this is the
animogity between Buran and myself and I
reported this to'the assistant station master
in the presence of Buran., 'The aesistant

station master was annoyed with him.

Le-called,—~1 deny that I gave the pointsman

leave to go away because he was sick. . He
never agked me for leave, i :



- Pointsman Buran,—~The gocds train (79 up)
bad 1eft Minchnal; 1 cannot say at what
time she come in, DBefore she came in the
jemadar told me to light the distant signal
lamp and to go home because I had reported
to him that I was sick and had worked ag
sealing wagons up till 23-0 hours. 1 worked
night and day and only sleep for an hour or
two when I can, 1 started sealing about 16-0
bours and went on to.23-0 hours. I am
unable to suy how many wagons I sealed, I
was told by the jemadar I might go. I was
" going towards the north points when 79 up
passed me; the jemadar at the time was at
the north points, I told the jemadar I waas
very sick and going home and he said go, and
1 went and fell asleep in my quarters. About
two hours later I was called by porter Rajuh
who told me the assistant station master
wanted me quickly, I lighted my lamp and
esked Rajsh where the assistant station
master was; he informed me the assistant
station master was at the north points, and
Kajah and I then came to the north points,
We saw a crowd collested there and 73 up
was being backed after the collision, At first
the assistant station master did not ask me
anything, but shortly sfterwards he asked me
where I had been to, I replied I had gone
home under the jemadar’s orders es I was sick,
Nothing further took place.

The jemadar had the keys and he had
locked the points before I went awny. They
were set for the platform line and no key was
ever in my possession. As arule Ialways
» man the dorth points, but the jemadar is
‘with me until the train leaves the last station
{Minchnal) and goes away, I have no enmity
with the jemadar und have had go quarrel
whatever,
dent the jemadur asked me to hand-shunt s
brake, but being alone I refused. The jemadar
with tliree others hand-shunted it and I then
asaisted.

—

Polics Naik Gampatgir Hanmantgir—1I wes
on daty at Bijapur station on the merning
of 23rd May.

After the collision oceurred I went to the
points {north) with head constable Panduran
Sitaram, the assistant station master an
guard Shaikh Buran, The assistant station
master asked the jemadar who was at the
north points and where the pointsman was,
and the jemadarreplied he was there a minute
or two ugo, but had run away. Hesd con-
stable Pandurang gave me orders to go and
look for the pointsman as he would probably.
try to run away. So taking a constable I
went to look for him and I found him near
the chief constable’s quarters coming towards
the north points with a lamp in tis “hands
ulone, Itold him to remain by the constable
and not go away. I took him to the north
points. A driver asked him what he bad
done to the points and he replied he knew
nothing about them. I saw the padlock
attached to the points and the points were
locked, Before I went to luok for Buran I
saw Rajah, porter, bring the key pnarlns
and gave it to the jemadar and he said he ha
got it from Buran. RBajah lowered the home
signal: who lowered the distant signal'l
don't kpnow, but it is customary for _the
jemadar to do it. There was no shunting.
There is @ rumour that the day before the

L]

About three days before the acci- .

accident there was some quarrel between the
jemadar and pointsman Buran concerning
fowls, one of which the jemadar had killed
and eaten, though it belonged to Buran.

Head Constable Pondurang Sitaram —On the
morning of 23rd May I came on duty when 74
down and 73 up trains left Jumnal and
Minchnul, respectively. After about half an
bour 74 down came in. and ufter s lapss of
10 to 20 minutes 73 up whistled, at which
time I was in the 3rd class waiting room ; I
then heard a great noise and ran out of the
waiting-room towards the north top points
to see what had happened and found on
arrival that there had been a collision. - The
essistant station master went with me to the
points. We were the first to arrive at the
points and there was no one there on our
arrval, We went from the off side and we
saw the jemadar on the other side. I nsked
the jemadur what he had done and he replied
he had kept one pointsman, Buran, at the
north points, and as he showed a green signal,
bhe had given the distant signal. Then I
called for the pointsman and the jemadur told
me he had run away. I told one constable
Bhima to go and look for Buran and I told
head constable Ganputgir to go to the plat.
form and see if any passengers were injured.
Shortly afterwards Buran came to the points
(north) by himself. I then asked him why
he had shown agreun signal when the points
were wrong and he szid he wag not at the
points, he was at home, I asked him if it
was not his duty to be present on the points
and be replied that with the permission of
the jemadar he had gone home ag he wuas
suffering from fever, When I arrived ot the
points I saw that the padlock was open and
had not been locked. Idid not'see th: key
or hear anything about it at tho time, buk
the next day I heard the station master and
the assistant station master saying that the
key had been brought by the pointsman
Buran and given to the jemadar, Before the
collision there was no shunting, .

Porter Rajah Imam—1 was on the station
on the morning of 23rd May when the
collision occurred. After the collision oceur-
red I went to the north points, The assistant
station master ordered me to go to Buran and
call him, as lie might be in his house. I wens
to Buran’s house and found him asleep there,
I called him and told him that a collision had
taken place and to’ come there sharp. We
returned together to where the collision tock
place, and when we got there the jemadar said
to Burag you have cut my throat (ruined me),
give me the key and he gave the key to the
jemadar, After that I went to the station.

Driver Ringrow, E. A—1 was driver of 74
down and arrived on the platform line,
Bijepur, on the morning of 23rd. DMy engine
stood ¢lose to the fouling point. I did no
shunting. When 73 up whistled for signals
I suw a man at the north facing points with
s lamp, but who the man was I don’t know.
The signals were given snd 73 up ran into
my engine. After the collision we examined
the engine. I did not examine the points
until 73 up bad backed over the points. I
did not hear any talk about the key or any-
thing about how the collision happened.



On beimz further questioned states that
after the train 73 upqhad been backed the
;emadar opened the lock of the points but
where he got the key from I do not know.
The assistant station master, the permanent-
way inspector, the guards and driver of the
other trains zod the assistant station master
got annoyed with the jemadar and told him
you should have kept the keys yourself, to
which he replied “he had given it to the
pointsman Buran.” The pointsman Buran
returned sbout this time alone. The jemadar
asked him where he had been to, and he
replied “ I was sleeping at home.” The jema-
dar told him that he should have been at the
points and not at home, Then they al]l went
to the station. Thers was a man at the
north points, but not the jemadar. Had he
been there I would have known him,

T, Koomary, driver,—1 was driver of 73 up
Mized on the morning of 23rd May, On ape
proaching I whistled for signals and received
the home and distant signals as well as
points signal. I distinctly saw a man at the
north facing points, but I did not recognise
who he was, He was in uniform. I noticed
my engine turn on to the platform line
instead of going straight for the main line
and I then tried to stop my engine and train,
* but had not time and my engine collided with
the engine of 74 down. After the collision
aud when we engine staff of 73 up and 74
down were standing beside our engines, the
first man to come was the police havildar who
was followed by the jemadar and after lAin the
assistant station master and the other trains
staff and the permanent-wuy inspector, As
soon 8s the jemadar came there he asked me

to “Back.” My stomach was burning so I
" told him te wait. After a few minutes I
.backed clear of the north points, and after the
points were reversed went on to the main
line. The jemadar, when he came to the
engine before asking me to “ Back ” said *“ the
pointsinan has deceived me,” When the
assistant station master arrived after the
collision I told him that the whole stuff had
been careless. The assistant station master
remained silent, o

——

Shaikh Burhan, gquard.—I wag guard of 74
down mized. After the accident I went to
the site and the drivers of both trains, guards
of both trains and the jemedar and the
assistant station master were present, The
jemadar said that the pointsman had done
this and run wway. Drivers Ringrow and
Koomury were talking together. Driver Koo~
mary ashed driver Ringrow, “did you not
se¢e who the pointsman was?” Ringrow
(driver) replied, “The pointsman was therg

-me Bedid not grant him leave.

because I saw his Jight.” I heard the
people saying that Buran was the pointsman,
The assistant station master sent a man to
call pointsman Buran and he then came from
the direction of the station. Buran said he wag
not present at the pqints as hg was ill and
bad gone home, The jernader said to Buran
this is all through your rascality, Then they
sll went away, :

Ballajee Amrut, station master—I was asleep
when the collision took place and police
havildur and second points Lemadar came and
told me that a collision had taken place
between 73 up mixed and 74 down mixed,
I dressed and went out to the office where
I saw the assistant station master, and I then
went on to the site of the collision and saw
that the cow-catcher of 74 down was broken,
When I arrived I found that everything had
been put right. 73 up had backed and gone
on to the main line. After ascertainin
damages I saw pointsman Buran and aske
bhim what he had done. I had previously
ssked' the assistant station master snd he
informed me that he had exchanged signals
with the jemadar and thereupon lowered the
signals. When I asked Buran what he bad
done he told me he was sleeping at home and
not at the points, and I asked him why, to
which he gave me no reply. It was only on
the same morning about 11-0 I sent for bim
in presence of the assistant station master,
coaching clerk, second jemadar Babaji iand
porier Rajah, and aske(i bim to give mea
trustworthy statement regurding the collision. -
Then he told me that he had obtained permis-
sion from jemadar Rama to go home'and
sleep because he was not well, I told him
Rama was not the man, to grant him leave,
it was the assistant station master, and
whether he had asked the assistant station
master and he replied no.

I then sent for the jemadar Rama and asked
him whether he had granted Buran léave, and
if so what authority he had to do so. He told
At the same
time I asked the jemadar the cause of the
collision. He tuld me he was busy backin
78 up, and no sooner it was backed he hear
73 up whistle and he was guing to lock the
north point he saw Buran giving him the all
right signal from the points, whereupon he
exchanged signals with the assistant station
master and the signals were lowered. I asked
him why he had given the key of north points
to Buran and he told me that as he had to
back 79 up he hud given the key to him, and
that he was wrong in doing e0. Next day
he sdded that the assistant station master

had given bim permission to give the key ta
Buran.

FINDING,
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T We consider ihat he was at the points and showed an “ All right * signal for 73 up.
* There is no g}-’ldonce in support of Buran’s statement, and all the evidence recorded relating
to the manning and locking of these points, is directly opposed to what he SRys.

T. X! CRICHITON, - L. B. McLAREN, W. ELEY,
Pistrict Traffic Superintendent.  Uistrict Locomotive Superintendent.  District Engineer.

* Remarks by the Government Inspector of Ruilways,

I agree with the committee that the assistant station master and jemadar are to blame
for the collision owing to their contravention of the Company’s rules in connection with the
reception of trains and custody of keys. - As regards the minor point whether Buran, points-
man, was abthe points or not, my opinion is that he was sleeping at home. It was a moon-
light night, and he could not have escaped to his house after the collision oceurred without
being met or seen by the jemadar and porter running from the platform.

Attention is invited to Buran’s statement that, in addition to his duties throughout the

24 hours as pointsman, he was kept sealing wagons from 16 hours to 23 hours, thus depriving
him of his proper rest. '

This was admitted by the station master, though the statement is not recorded in his
evidence. '

It will be seen from the Agent’s letter that the assistant station master has been fined
Rs. 10 a month for three months and the jemadar Rs. 2.

From the evidence of the police it appeared that both—not merely on this occasion but
habitually—neglected to carry out the Company’s rules both as regards custody of keys and °
the duty of the jemadar to wait at the outer points for the second incoming train. T

At an interview with the Agent, I drew his attention to the fact that both were clearly

guilty of negligence and omission of duty in these respects, and that their offence seemed to
require more serious treatment. : '

I also drew attention to the inadequacy of the staff of pointsmen if called upon to
perform the additional work of sealing wagons. There are two pointsmen only at Bijapur,
and on the'day of the enquiry I noticed trains arriving at the station at roughly 9, 12, 16
and 19 bours; in addition to these there are the night passenger trains concerned in the
present vollision. - ., :

) "Both these subjects—inadequacy of pointsmen and inadequacy of punishment—had
previously cropped up in connection with recent accidents at stations.

DHARWAR :  W. A. JOHNS,
26th June 1905. Government Inspector.

AL
Remavks by the Senior Government Inspector of Railways.
I agree with the conclusions of the Government Inspector.

BomBay: . _ J. 5. BROWN,
28th June 1905. , Senior Government Inspector.

N
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App,endix ilX to the ‘abstract return of accidents on Indian rai
* the twelve months ended the 31st December 19015.ra11ways forl

+

Joint_veport~ of the Chief Engineer, Loco. and Carritge Superintendent, n—nd Traflic
Manag:r, ?Z’l tkz gz;’cﬁmﬁtancescwhwh rerulted in No. 44 passenger train being blown

, over ol mile A5G near Conjeecveram station, Sowth Indian railway,
" otk Aoy 1005. , . n ravlway, on the

.
4 L]

On the afternoon of the 29th ultimé, No. 44 train consisting of the following vehicles 11
in number :— :

Engine No. 183, T. 155, T. 388, T. 243, T. 4, T. 426, T. 453, D. F. 17, 8. 3, T. 315, T.
175, and-G. V. 48 left Conjeeveram station at 17-21 o’clock. The site of the derailment
.is on a 10 foot high bank in the middle of a large tank, line is straight and level.

There was no wind when the trein leftf Conjeeveram, but on reaching the open country
to thé South, a hurricane was encountered which increased in force until on arrival at
A56/19 at 17-40 thie whole train with the exception of the engine gnd tender capsized. Tt was
going very slowly at the time and from the position of the vehicles, it is presnmed that
T388 the second from the engine must have been the first vehicle to turn over, pulling over in
turn the carriages in front and behind. The engine tender was slso derailed but not capsized,
the engine itvelf kept the road® No accurate account of the force of the wind can be got. The
Meteoroldgical Department at Madras reports that nothing abnormal was recorded at the Obser-
vatory, the only other evidencé available being the fact that between A. 54 and A. 55, 7 tele-
graph posts (41}1b. steel rails) were snapped off at ground level, and all the posts in that

mile, which were not guyed were badly bent. The wind unbroken by any vegetation in the’
long empty tank swept up the slope of the high bank and caught the carriages in the worst:
» L] .

hossible position. - . .

- Although the train was fairly full no passengers were hurt in.any way, and after the
"stormh had blown itself out, they disappeared going back to Conjeeveram.

o As telepraphic commupication was interrupted between Conjeeveram and Chingleput,
the report of the accident and application for assistance had to be sent over the Madras rail-

wway vid Arkonam. .

The Chief Engineer passed over this part of the line on the 24th ultimo, five days prior |,
to tha accident and certified that nothing was noticeable in the state of the road at that date. -

. We gre therefore justified in stating that, as far as we lknow, there wad nothing in the road
that avould lead to assist in the derailment of the carringes which we attribute entirely to the
abnormal climatig conditions existing at the time. We heard incidentally that trains on the
Madras railway running between Madras and Arkonam experienced very heavy wind on the
date of our derailment. ° ‘ i .

* The driyer of the derailed train reports :—
« % % While nearing the 57th*mile between Conjeeveram and Walajabad, I was

“ meb.with a heavy hailstorm so 1 took the precaution and stopped the train for about 5

“minutes and sent word to the guard through my first fireman who came back with the

“information from the guard to proceed cautionsly as the storm was a little uwbated,

“awhile I adas moving slowly the storm rose again and whea I stopped and lovked buck 1

“qyas blown off my engine on to the aloe fencing at mile 56/22 at 17-35 and observed at

“the samé time all the carriages of my train were capsized and the engine tender hind

“ wheels derailed. * * ? )

The site was cleared of the derailed vehicles by midday on the 3rd instant, the work hav-
ing been delayed by the partial capsizing of the crane employed for lifting the carriages.

A sheet of calculations showing that the force of the wind must have been at least exert-
ing a pressure of 26 to 27 lbs. per sq. ft. equivalent to a velocity.of 73 miles per hour, is
appended, the same formula shows that the pressure exerted in the case of the train that was
overturned on ]2th November 1899 near Tirunattiyattangudi on the Tanjore District Board
railway amounted to 24 lbs. per sq. ft. equivalent to a velocity of 70 miles per hour.

"* The gradual introduction now going on of bogie stock in the place of existing light four-
wheeled vehicles will render such accidents less likely to occur in the future. Itis satisfac-
tory to be able to say that within an interval of 17 years (our first similar accident was on the
31st October 1888, near Chingleput) three similar accidents only have occurred and in neither
case was any passenger more than very slightly injured. :

-, FRANCIS F. SMITH, Chief Engineer.
. - 14-G-05.
“ T. J. McCLOUGHIN, Traffic Monager.
W. B.,REYNOLDS, Loco. ard Carriage Superintendent.
y : g .

“.



Annexure 1 in Appendix to the abstract .return of accidents on Indian
’ railways forlt): e twelve months ended ‘the 3lst December 1905

During Cyclone on 29th May 1905 a train comprising 8 carriages T. cluss 1 B. F 18,
1@G. Y., and 1 Engine Nu. 183, was completely (aith the exception of engzm and tender)
overtumed on the C'Izmgteput-drkonam Line at M. 56/20. i

CALCULATION OF OVERTURNING FORCE. . » '
T. C Q1Ib
Tare of train (éxclusive of engine which remained on line) .. 62410, 2. 0
Say 100 passengers and 1 Guard at 1} cwt. each’ .., w O 5 00
Passengers’ luggage say 10 Ibs. per person .. 0 8 3 &
Load in Guard’s van say .. 010 0 O

* Total weight overturned ... 6914 1 5

Moment of stability in foot pounds = 156,162 lbs. x half distance to outside of ralls, say
14§ ft.—156,162 x 1}3=283,043-625 foot pounds.

 Centre of pressure a point } of the height of wagon body above lower side of frame.
8 carriages T. type 20 x 8:08 x 5:79 x 8= 748528 .

1 carriage S. type 20 x 841 x 597 ' 1,004:15 e
1 carriage DF. type 22 x 8:41 x 5-97 1;,104-56 ’ ,
1 carriage CF. type 20 x 8:41 x 5-97 1,004-15 .
N ' Moment of surface exposed above R.L. 10,598-11 . )
woulc'irhen the force of wxnd which would cause the train. to be on the point of overtux:ni::g
Moment of stabilityv in foot pounds 283,043 62 S LT T
Moment of surface exposed in sq. ft. 10 598 4 2670 lbs. per sq. ft. - .
"V '
The corresponding velocity of wind is found thus ~—gg 00492=13-067. :
&
It is evident that it was not the force of the wind that derailed the tender, but the weight
of the falling train. . T , s
. Chief Engineer’s Office. : - v .
TRICHINOPOLY : } ) FRANCIS F. tzMI'lflf,
22nd June 1905. P “ ¢ C‘hicjﬁ&'ngin’cif-
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