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PREFACE

I HAVE long been convinced that the historical method of
approach can make its own contribution to the discussion
of current issues— partly because it enables us to take
long-term views, and to discern the design of the pattern
in the apparently chaotic movements of the human shuttle;
and partly because we may not only derive inspiration from
the experiences of the past but also profit by their salutary
warnings. This book therefore endeavours to ascertain
what light our history can throw upon the situation in
which we find ourselves to-day.

I have given an account of England’s first planned
economy with some degree of fullness in order to draw
attention to the many illuminating parallels between our
own and former times, for the continuity of economic
development makes the past in a sense the mirror in which
the present in its essentials is reflected. Many of our
problems—unemployment, the balance of trade, the main-
tenance of agriculture, the relations between the state and
private enterprise —are not ncw problems; and to see them
in their historical setting may assist us in our search for a
solution. At the same time I have taken the opportunity
to lay before the reader a picture of the older Lnglish
society differing in many material respects from that which
has become traditional.

In the concluding chapter I have attempted to apply
the lessons of history in outlining a programme of post-
war reconstruction. This programme is not offered as a
complete expression of our aspirations for the future social
order. It is a complex of practical objectives in harmony
with the underlying trends of our national growth, repre-
senting an instalment which lies within our immediate
compass, and on which a substantial measure of agrec-
ment may be possible.



vi PREFACE

As this book is designed for the general reader, refer-
ences have been omitted ; for the statements made in
chapters 1I-1V full documentation will be found in my
Economic History of FEngland, Vols. 11 & III (“ The Age
of Mercantilism *’). It is proper to say that these chapters
are adapted from the Introduction newly added to Vol. II
of that History. I have drawn, in chapter V, upon some
paragraphs in my book, Furope 1914-1939.

For permission to reproduce (in Appendix II) an
Article which I contributed to the columns of The Times,
my acknowledgments are due to the Editor.

L. LIPSON
May 1944
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