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OPINIONS OF THE PRESS,

“Wx have only admiration to bestow upon thia most intricate and
masterly analysis of the great femiuine Revolution or Renaimsance of the
sixteenth century. . . . It is the storyof the struggles of the woman's soud
under the goldenm robe to emerge into the sonshine of a more apiritusal
realination of the rite which, at its worst, atill meant the best Jot earth held
for her, There are chapters which we find onrselves wishing that everybody
might read, the admirable easay, for instance, on * The Embreidery of Life,’
ung that other chapter discussing the influence of Platonism ou converaa-
tion, eapecially the p&asagea touching on the indiscriminate reading of the
ladies who made it their business to refine the taste of men. It is & book
to be much pressed upon every young woman who thinks she knows life,
but perhaps to be kept back from the ove who modastly confesses she
would rather not know."— The Speciator. :

 Theae studies of the woman of the sixteenth century, in all her social
relations and in all her activities, are iYlostrated with an unceasing flow of
avecdote and citation, never more apt than when employed to characterise
that remarkable group who were imbued with the so-called ©idées
platoniciennea.’ The book will attract & wide circle of readers.”
—Athenzum.

* A fasginating volume. In thess daye of new women, the Renaissance
women preach from the grave. Behind the bars of marriage they played
handeomely at the game of lifs. Their colouring was not all rouge, nor
their langhter but the tinkling of cymbals, They bad grace, and gave
grace ; they were royally sentimental ; they were women of the cult of
youth.” —A cademy,

** Everything is mo brightly, so captivatingly impertant in this volums ;
the search into the past has been so well rewarded, the conclusions are se
shrewd and clever, the subjeet is so limitless, yet curionsly limited, that
aa history or psychology it should gain a large public."—Bookman.

*The translator has done his work well, and haz rendered good service
in bringing before English readers a notable work, which is by no means
without ita bearing upon the problems suggested by the somawhat sssertive
¢ feminism ' of our own day.”-- World,

“ The importance of M. de Maalde’s book to the literature of feminiam
ia difficult to exaggerate. It ia not only an exbaustive study of the life,
occupaticn, aims, and character of the woman of the sizteenth century, but
it is aleo a fascinating portrait of the eternal feminine, written with an
extraordioary a{mp&thy, a semsibility and an innate comprehension of
women’s strength and weakness, of their ideals and their impracticability.™
—Daily Telegraph,

“ A gingularly close and achalarly picture of the poeition of women in an
age of subjection, a8 well as in a subsequent epoch under leas fettersd and
healthier conditions."—Standard.

¢ The fascination of the book is such as baffles complete analysia, just as
itastyle, ita play of delicate irony, its almost indeﬁmb{)e grace and piquancy
wast needz cloud the skill of the translator. It presents ome of the
happiest conjunctions of artist and scholar. Many-sided sod penetrative,
this historical stady ia equally netable for ita exquisite lightness of tonch
and its brilliancy of execution.” —St. Jamess Gazette,

“ A thoroughly noteworthy work, written by one who is a master of hia
subject. It is difficult in modern literature to find anything with which
0 compare it.”"—Noles and Oueries.
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TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE

No mere translator can hope to preserve the style of hia
original, and herein M. de Maulde is bound to suffer more
than most writere. There is no one to whom Buffon's
phrase, Le style est lhomme méme, may be more justly
spplied. His work is absolutely himself; it derives from
his original personality and his wide and sure learning
an historical value and a literary charm almost unique.
He is a wit with the curiosity and patience of the scholar,
and & scholer with the temperament of the artist. The
gparkle and humour of his conversation are crystallised
in his letters, the charming expression of a large and
generous nature.

Trained at the Eeole des Chartes, M. de Maulde held
for a few years an appointment in the prefectoral adminis-
tration. But his tastes drew him rather to history than
to politics. In 1886 he founded the Société d'Histoire
diplomatique, of which he has been the life and soul,
and which owes it8 success mainly to his activity and
enthusiasm. He is the founder also of the Congrés inter-
nationaux d'histoire, of which the first was held at the
Hague in the summer of 1898, when official delegates
from all the great countries of the world met amicably
to discuss international relations in the cold light of
scientific history. For many years he has been a member
of our Royal Society.

But it is above all as a student of the Renaissance
that M. de Maulde takes high rank amcng contemporary
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