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PREFACE

The success of the Human Relations Area Files (HRAF) in achieving broad
inter-university support and in obtaining substantial outside funds for the ex-
pansion of its work has emphasized the need for supplementing the topical
classification of the Outline of Cultural Materials with a new outline organiziag
and classifying the known cultures of the world, The present work is a pre-
liminary attempt to fill this need. It is issued in the hope that it will stimulate
criticism and correction so that a revised and definitive QOutline of World Cul-
tures can be prepared within a very few years, -

The lack of a classification of the world's cultures has hampered the work of
HRAF in several ways. In the first place, each decision to process the ma-
terials on a new region or culture has necessitated extensive preliminary re-
search to define the precise geographical and temporal limits of each culture
for which a new file is to be established, This has often resulted in considerable
delay in the initiation of actual work on the new files, The present outline
should largely obviate the need of preliminary research in the future and thus
greatly expedite the beginning of actual processing.

A second defect of the work of HRAF to date has been its inability to excerpt
materials in the sources processed that pertain to cultures other than those for
which files have been definitely established. For example, data on the Austrians,
the Jews, and the Sudeten Germans encountered in the sources covered for
Czechoslovakia have been omitted and thus lost because no files had been estab-
lished to receive them and because neither time nor funds were available for the
research necessary to set them up definitively., The present outline provides a
place for data on every society in the world, including extinct historical and pre-
historic peoples. In the future, therefore, no item of cultural or background in-
formation will be overlooked or lost because contained in a source dealing pri-
marily with another society,

A third difficuliy has been that of assuring that the societies selected for proc-
essing approach the ideal of a representative sample of the world's cultures, The
special requirements of the member universities and of contracting agencies will
necessarily lead in many instances to the selection of societies which will not ap-
pear in a world sample or will find a place there only when the sample becomes
very large, In general, however, the member institutions are primarily inter-
ested in HRAF for the comparative or cross-cultural research which it will fa-
cilitate, and sampling 1s of the utmost importance for such purposes. The fi-
nancial contributions of the member institutions should in general, therefore, be
used to add new files which will contribute toward and help round out a represent-
tative world sample of known cultures, The analysis of past and present cultures
required to compile this outline has made it possible to draw up such a world sam-
ple and to arrange the cultures included in an order of priority such that at any
point they will constitute a reasonably representative sample of all those known to
history and ethnography, New cultures can hereafter be chosen for processing
so as to extend progressively the size and range of the sample,




The societies and cultures of the world are classified in this outline accord-
ing to a flexible system under which each society or group of culturally re-
lated societies is designated by a symbol consisting of one or two letters fol-
lowed by a number and denoting an actual or potential file of classgified infor-
mation. Except for the letter W, which is reserved for a few potential files
of worldwide information, each initial letter denotes a major geographical
region of the world, FEight such great regions are distinguished, as follows:

A Asia, exclusive of Indonesia, the Middle East, and Asiatic Russia.
E Europe, exclusive of the portion ruled directly by the Soviet Union,

¥ Africa, exclusive of the northern and northeastern portions which be-
long culturally with the Middle East,

M Middle East, comprising southwestern Asia and northern and north-
eastern Africa,

N North America, including the northern portion of Central America,

O Oceania, comprising Australia, Indonesia, the Philippines, and the
islands of the Pacific Ocean.

R Russia, including the portions of Europe and Asia ruled directly by
the Soviet Union,

S South America, including the West Indies and the southern portion of
Central America,

For each of the above eight major regions, a few potential files of very
general information are distinguished merely by adding a number to the letter
representing the region, e.g., Al, E2, F3. All other potential files are desig-

nated by a second letter which represents a regional subdivision, usually
political, of the major region, e.g., AA for Korea, EA for Poland, FA for
French West Africa, Within each such sub-region, each potential file of
specific cultural information is designated by an added number, e.g., AMIl
for the Vietnamese, E19 for the Imperial Romans, FXI13 for the Hottentot,
Specific allowance is made for important linguistic groupings and culture areas
as well as for geographical regions, and likewise for historical and archeo-'
logical cultures as well as for contemporary tribes and nations.

The enumeration and classification of cultures is reasonably complete and
definitive for five of the eight major regions--Europe, Africa, Russia, North
America, and South America. For Asia, the Middle East, and Oceania it is
incomplete for a few of the regional subdivisions, notably for India, New
Guinea, and aboriginal Australia, where only a substantial number of the
most fully described societies have been separately enumerated. The system
of classification, however, is purposely flexible, As additional cultures are
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distinguished, they can be added to those of the appropriate regional sub-
division by assigning them the next higher numbers. Similarly, as mistakes
are discovered in the present classification they can be rectified by combin-~
ing two or more potential files into one or dividing a single file into two or
more separate ones,

The preparation of this outline incidentally provides an opportunity to
indicate to scholars wishing to use the Files precisely what materials are
available for research purposes. A letter H in parentheses after the name of
a file indicates that each of the sixteen university members of HRAF already
possesses a file of classified information on the particular region or culture
which is sufficiently complete to be usable for research purposes, A letter P
in parentheses indicates that such a file is currently in process of preparation
and should be available at member institutions within a2 few months after the
publication of this outline. A letter C in parentheses indicates that a sub-
stantial amount of information, not as yet reprocessed by HRAF, is assembled
in organized form in the files of the Cross-Cultural Survey at Yale University
(Room 241, Institute of Human Relations), where it is available for the use of
scholars who can visit New Haven,

When the new system for the regional classification of cultures goes into
effect with the publication of this outline, the member institutions of HRAF
must be prepared,'for 2 modest number of procedural changes. They will
shortly begin to receive small amounts of material on many cultures for which
complete files are not projected, at least for the immediate future, They can
readily absorb such materials if they will simply provide a set of single sep-
arator cards bearing the identifying symbols for the regions and cultures dis-
tinguished in this outline. When they then receive, for example, a few notes
on the Sudeten Germans culled incidentally from the sources processed for
Czechoslovakia, they can place these behind the card numbered EL10 (Sudeten
Germans). Not until a complete file is undertaken on the Sudeten Germans
will it be necessary to devote a full set of separator cards to this file. The
new system will make it possible for HRAF to process a considerable amount
of scattered information on many peoples, including cultural summaries and
selective bibliographies, long in advance of systematic coverage of the sources,
and such materials are likely to have utility for certain restricted research
purposes. They will, of course, be arranged in the order of the category
numbers of individual slips, as in the case of completed files,

The new system will also necessitate certain changes in referring to
""Sources Processed'" and "Texts'' --numbered respectively 11l and 116 in the
Outline of Cultural Materials. Hitherto HRAF has pursued two different pro-
cedures with respect to the location of full bibliographical references and of
the complete text of the sources covered. Sometimes, e, g., for the Navaho,
they have been deposited in the file for the particular culture, and sometimes,
e. g., for Indochina, they have been depesited in the file for the region or
political division rather than in that for the individual culture. Neither of
these systems allows for ready reference to the appropriate bibliography slips
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or complete text in the case of notes on one culture culled from sources
processed for another,

This difficulty will be overcome in the future by indicating, in the upper
right-hand corner of every file slip, not only the name of the region, culture,
and/or sub-culture primarily covered by the source but also, by the symbols
of this outline, both the file or files under which the slip will be placed and
that under which the bibliographical data and complete text will be found. For
example, a few sheets with incidental data on the Thai of Siam excerpted from
a source dealing primarily with the related Laotians of Indochina might bear
the following notation on the upper right-hand corner:

AMI1 Indochina
Laotians (AMS)
Thai (A06)

The postposited symbols in parentheses would indicate that these particular
sheets contained information on both the Laotians and the Thai and would be
filed under both AMS8 and A06 but not in the file on Indochina, whereas the
preposited symbol without parentheses would indicate that the bibliography
slips and complete text would be found in File AMI1 on Indochina and not in
either the Laotian or Thai files. If a particular sheet contained only informa-
tion on the Thai and none on the Laotians, the '"(AMS8)" would be omitted or
crossed out, If it contained general data on Indochina, this would be indicated
by a postposited as well as a preposited symbol, thus; AMI Indochina (AMl),
and an additional copy would be placed in the general Indochina file. In short,
postposited symbols in parentheses indicate each file which is to receive a
copy of the note, while a preposited symbol without parentheses indicates the
file where the reference materials are to be found.

Member institutions should be aware that it will by no means always be
necessary to set up separate files corresponding to each potential file distin-
guished in this outline, even when substantial materials have been processed.
It will save separator cards and often be only slightly inconvenient to the re-
searcher if several related files are combined into one. This outline, for
example, distinguishes five different potential files for Czechoslovakia,
namely, EBl (Czechoslovakia), EB2 (Historical Czechoslovakia), EB3 (Pre-
historic Czechoslovakia), EB4 (Czechs), and EB5 (Slovaks). All five can
quite satisfactorily form a single actual file. Here, historical and prehistoric
materials will be naturally segregated to a large extent by topic. The same
will be true to a lesser degree for the EBl materials, which will be mainly
geographic, demographic, economic, and political. On strictly cultural topics
Czech and Slovak materials can be readily distinguished by the notations on
the upper right-hand corner of the individual slips. If this particular combina-
tion file were actually set up, it would be only necessary for the member
institution to place a note behind the separator cards for EB2, EB3, EB4,
and EB5 stating that the materials for these potential files are actually de-
posited under EBI,
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The representative sample of the world's known cultures was arrived at in
the following manner. The initial decision was to select 400 cultures as
slightly better than a ten per cent'sample of all those known to history and
ethnography. These were allocated to the eight major regions in the following
proportious: 60 each to Africa, North America, and Oceania, 50 each to
Asia and South America, and 40 each to Europe (including its colonial off~
shoots), the Middle East, and Russla. The regions with the greatest cultural
diversity, the largest number of distinctive cultures, and the most adequate
descriptive materials have received the larger numerical representation. On
the other hand, the proportional representation is appreciably greater for
the regions with the largest populations and the most complex civilizations,
Thus nearly a third of the total sample are literate peoples from history and
the modern world, The choice represents the best compromise of which the
author is capable between the sociological point of view which would emphasize
population and the anthropological point of view which would emphasize cul-
tural diversity, In leaning somewhat in the former direction he is motivated
by the theoretical consideration that the societies with the largest populations
and most complex civilizations are presumably, by and large, those whose
cultures have proved best adapted to the conditions of human existence and
therefore deserve a slightly disproportionate representation in a sample which
will be used primarily in the comparative study of man's cultural adaptations,
Primitive cultures, though proportionately underrepresented, have been ac-
cepted in sufficient numbers so that probably no known major variation in
patterned human behavior is actually unrepresented in the sample.

The sample for each of the eight major regions was selected independently
in such a way as to be fairly representative of all the geographical sub-regions
and culture areas and to include, so far as possible, only cultures on which
sound and substantial descriptive information is available. The sample cul-
tures for each region were then arranged in 2 numerical order or priority,
starting with a culture already processed by HRAF and ordering the rest so
that at any given point the selection up to that point would be as representative
as possible of the entire region. This seemed preferable to any purely random
or chance arrangement since it allowed for giving preference to the best
described culture whenever there was an alternative among several equally
representative ones,

The sample cultures for all eight regions were then interdigited in ac-
cordance with the numerical representation assigned to each, yielding a total
sample of 400 arranged in numerical order. This is presented in full in Ap-
pendix A, In the text, each of the sample cultures is identified by a letter S
in parentheses, followed by a numeral denoting whethet it falls into the first,
second, third, or fourth quartile of the total sample.

Future ethnographic and historical research will certainly result in many
changes in the sample, making possible the inclusion of cultures now excluded
for lack of data, the elimination of some discovered to be too similar to
others, and the substitution of one for another representative of a particular
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sub-region on the basis of superiority of descriptive information. The
author will welcome all suggestions for the improvement of the sample as
well as for the expansion and correction of the classification of cultures
itself, | _

Thanks are gratefully acknowledged to those who have given helpful advice
on difficult points, among them Harold C, Conklin, John Honigmann, David
G. Mandelbaum, Benjamin Paul, Verne F. Ray, and Karl A, Wittfogel,
and particularly to Frank M, LeBar, whose research assistance has been
especially valuable,

George Peter Murdock
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