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FOREWORD

Of 1ate, public attention has been drawn to the growing
importance of the problem of the uplift of aboriginals or Adivasis
whose population is stated to be not less than twentyfive millions.
This interesting little work deals with the customs and beliefs
regarding marriage, birth, death and religion of the Warlis, one
of the aboriginal tribes scattered all over the Thana Digtrict of
the Bombay Presidency. Mr. Save, the author of the book, ig
an Assistant to the Backward Class Officer with the Government
of Bombay, and has first hand knowledge of the social, economi-
cal and cultural life of these people which he has put to good
usge in the compilation of this work. I have great pleasure in
recommending this book to any one, who desires to know some-
thing about these interesting people, who have been neglected so
far. Of particular interest is Chapter IX, headed ‘property
versus poverty >, It shows that 81 per cent out of them cannot
balance their budget and even those, who can do =o, live in a
very miserable manner. The author deserves congratulations
for the patient labour, which he has undertaken in bringing out
this volume.,

13-3-1945. | . B. G. Kher
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would not have seen the light of day. I am grateful to my tea-
cher Dr. G. S. Ghurye, M. A., Ph. D. ( Cantab.), University Pro-
fessor of Sociology, School of Economics and Sociology, Univer-
ity of Bombay for his advice and guidance in the preparation
of this work. I am also grateful to Mr. B. (i. Kher, ex-Premier
and President, Adivasi Seva Mandal, Bombay for writing a
foreword to this book.

My thanks are due to Thakkar Bapa, ( Mr. A. V. Thakkar)
the great friend of the aborigines in this country, and to Mr.
P. J.Ghandy, the late Backward Class Officer, Bombay Province,
for giving me encouragement in publishing this book. WFinally,
I am thankful to my many Warli friends, bhagats and dhvleris,
but for whose willing cooperation I would not have been able to
write on the Warlie, '

I acknowledge my indebtedness to the University of Bombay
for the substantial financial help it has granted towards the cost
of the publication of this work,

Thana }

Ist July 1945 K. J. SAVE
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