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DIRECTOR’S PREFACE

How does a socialized agriculture work? What of its organ-
ization, controls, output, labor productivity, and product dis-
iribution? The time is not ripe for any general or definitive
answer to these imperious questions, but Soviet experience
affords a challenging opportunity to dig out partial and tenta-
tive answers relating specifically to that experience.

Typically glowing accounts by Soviet spokesmen are punc-
tuated from time to time by wholesale charges and occasional
purges, as in 1946. From visiting journalists, other foreign
visitors, and recent emigrés come widely divergent answers.
Initial prejudices, partisanship, differences in range of observa-
tions, and variations in degrees of credulity and competence
help to account for such divergences. The subject demands
skillful and intensive research, with the maximum use of the
considerable though inadequate information that Soviet policy
permits, sometimes unwittingly, to become available to the
public at home and abroad. It is this kind of research that is
embodied in the present work.

The writer of this book lived in Russia until after the Bol-
shevik Revolution. In World War I he worked on food prob-
lems as a member of the staff of the Economics Division of the
All-Russian Union of Cities. Under the Kerensky regime of
February—October 1917 he was an associate member of the Su-
preme Food Council and one of the advisers of the Supreme
Economic Council. Later he served the Soviet government in
Western Europe as a grain expert in trade representations in
Germany. To the official Encyclopedia of Russian Exports (pub-
lished in Russian, Berlin, 1st ed., 1926, 2d ed., 1928) he
contributed the long section on “Grain,” writing most of it and
editing the rest.

During the last few years of his residence in Germany, he
served as a foreign correspondent of the Food Research Insti-
tute, preparing memoranda on grain developments in Germany
and the USSR. Since he came to the United States in 1933, he
has written for the Institute two issues of Wheat Studies—
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“Wheat Problems and Policies in Germany” (November 1936),
and “Wheat Prices and Milling Costs in Classical Rome”
(March 1944 )—and one book, Competition among Grains (Jan-
uary 1940). He has also made important contributions to the
study of tractors and, more recently, to the understanding of
wheat, flour, and bread in classical antiquity. In our judgment,
based on an association covering about twenty years, he is a
thorough, ingenious, and trustworthy scholar.

The Institute has done its utmost to facilitate his completion
of this extraordinarily difficult task. As the writer himself
brings out in his Introduction, it is too much to expect that any-
one, anywhere, can present a perfectly true picture of the evo-
lution and results of the Soviet agricultural system. Some errors
of fact and interpretation are inevitable in such a work, and we
hope that subsequent research will correct any that the book
contains. Yet we are satisfied that it constitutes a major contri-
bution toward reliable understanding of a highly important
subject that has been obscure and confused.

In the production of this book the Institute has been sig-
nificantly aided by grants from the Rockefeller Foundation.

J. S. Davis
July 1949
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