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Agricultural Development and Sources of Output Growth 
in Maharashtra State 
Shrikant S Kalamkar' 

In the pre.et.t SIII((I', an tlllempl htls been n.ad .. to analyse agricultural growth 
DIIIi Ihe contribl/tim. of I/<lrioll' componell1S to the ",'crail output growlh of the 
Maharashtra Slate for d.e period fram 1961-62 tll 1997-98. It has been 
observed Ihat the growth in area of m<ljor crops ill Iht! slale revealed a mixed 
trend. For the ovemli p"rimi of"llIdy, except jowar, oojra and wheat all odler 
crolJS recorded a gmwtl. in (lre<l. The 8mwth ill prO<h.ctioll and proth.eliviJy 
of all dU?·e cmps IWi. visible ill ,he ."cond period (/971-72 10 1980-81), 
whereas commercial crops recorded Temark.ble il/crellse duril/g the third 
period (1981-82 In /997-98) of Ihe stu,(v. There hlls been growlh in the use of 
crud,d inpuls like irrigatiOll, chemical ferliliser and fligh yielding variety 
seeds, The growth ill pmdllcti(tn of kharif jowltl; l}{Iddy, oojra. robi jowar, 
wheat and col/on is lIl"illly on "CCOUl.t of change in yield, while protiucliOll of 
grallJ, tur and .~llgarCtllle im:rea,\·ed due to eXI,tllL\'ioJl of ltrea. The productivity 
gmwli, <llld .• hifi ill cmppin8 put/ern were major faclors lOOI accoulltedfor lile 
grew,h of crop 01111'"1 in the .Ialt'. The fll,/re strategy of agricullllral 
devei"lmlelll af ,h. sWlr will 1I( ... e 10 be C"elllered 011 incretlsill/i pl"()(/uclivily 
thmugh tI,e exp(III .• ioll of an'" tll/der irrig<tliOiI <II/(I Mg" yiel<ling variety 
.reels. 

Introduction 

Agriculture plays an important role in economic development, such as provision of food 
to the nation, enlarging exports, transfe.· of manpower 10 nOli-agricultural sectms. 
contribution to capital formution and securing markels for industrialisation (Johnston and 
Mellor, 1961). Agricultural development is an integral part of overall economic 
development_ The Indian ecollomy comprises of several important sectors, which 
contribute to total national plUduct.But by far, agriculture is the main stay of Indian 
economy and prosperity of agriculture can significantly contribute to the general 
prosperity of the nation .. With a 24.2 per celtt contribution (lriennium ending 200)-02) to 
gross domestic product, agriculture still provides livelihood support to about two-thirds 
of country's' population. The sector provides employment to 56_7 per cent of country's 
workforce and it is the single largest private sector occupation. It accounts for about 14.7 
per cent of tot,,1 export earning and provides mw material to several industries (GOI, 
2003). AgriCUlture forms the hack bone of Indian economy and de!lpite lorge-scale 
industrialisation in the lust 50 years, agriculture still occupies a place of pride . 
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