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In this paper several aspects of land  fragmentation anpd
consolidation such as (s} incidence and changes of fand
fragmentation within and between dqgeoerations (b} cost of land
fragmentation and (c) scope for  ingtitutional transfer pof
consolidation programme for fhe semi-srid - tropics of lndia are
examived. The main datz source on which this study- Iz based
s from ICRISAT village study progremme of five agrociimatic
regions of semi-arid tropics of india. In addition to the panel
data coffected by (CRISAT wvitlage swdy programme the study
reiles on data coliected in special survey on inheritance,
fand division and transactlens since inheritance.

Empirical results is five swdy reglon supgest thet land
fragmentation, wmeasured Independently of farm size, I3 w0t an
important proplem in the dry seml-arid tropics of Iodia. iscidence
of land fragmentation is mech less in seml-arid tropics of India
than other areas. The evidence was clear from the detalied
longitudinal plot and houselnid data that fragmentation was
not an economic liabllity at prevailing levels of technology.
Yowever, from the perspective of watershed based develooment
& somewhat differenl plcture eterges, ipcreasizg nmumber of
Poldings within @ watersted mean increased transaction cost
of coliective actizn, Based on our results it s veiikely that
procedure of comsolidatier has much to do  with the fatlure
consotidation programme in dry semi- arid areas. Institutional
fransfer, in terms of progremme design and oracedure of
consolidation from north west India might mot make consofidation
programme a success {4 dry seml- arid area. We recommesnd,
therefore, 1o the extett laad fragmestalion s a problem it
should be tackied at soorce. Comparative research on  ways
e increass the st of plet division at inheritance should be
#ssigned a high priority on the cowsolidation research agends.



