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In this paper sever .. l· aspects of land fragmentation and 
consolidation such as (al Incidence and change. of land 
fragmentation within and between <JI'fterlIItlONl (b) cost of land 
fragmentation and (e) scope for Institutional tr_f.... of 
consol idatioft programme for lhe semi-arid· tropics of India are 
examined. The main data source on which this study" hJ based 
Is from ltRISAT Village study prcg.--me of five agrccllmatle 
regions of seml ..... rld tropics of India. In addition to the panel 
data collected by ICRISAl .,illage study programme lhe study 
relies Oft data collected in special survey on Inheritance. 
land division and tran.actlons since Inheritance. . 

Empirical re.ullS In five study regl.... "u\I?est that land 
fragmentation, measured Indep~ndently of farm st.u, ls Mt .~ 
Important prol>lem In the dry semi_arid tropics of India. Incidence 
of land fragmentatl"n I. mIlCh less In semi -arid Iroplc. Qf India 
than other area... The ev-idence was clear from the detailed 
longitudi .... 1 pl~l sad h ... 5.h~ld data thaI fragm"ntatbn was 
flot an econorrllc I iablHty at prevaiUn; levels 3f technol~y.& 
1io¥lever, from the perspective of .vatershed based develooment 
tI ~ .. hat d\ffereltt picture etnerees, h,creasi!!9 number of 
holdhlf$ ",(thin a -wa1e"hed ~a1J lncreased transaction ent 
of collective actio', Based Qn our resll\ '" 1\ Is ""likely that 
pr<xeduT8 M coltSolidatioa has. mucb t'3 cb with the faUure 
consotidatiolt pr~qramme in dry semi - arid areas. Institutional 
transfer, in tenns Of pro9remme dest9n and orocedure of 
consolidation from north west- htdla might not make cO(ltO-Udatio"'l 
pro,ramme a Sl,Iceus h dry S~!tIJ- arid ar'S! ~ We recommend" 
thet'cfore, to the exte'1t land fr'''ag:melltatl~n Is a pr~lem It 
.h?uld be tackled at s?arce. C011lparatl'"e r-esearch on ..ays 
to . i'llCrUK \be e'Q5\ 'If P'D\ division at h'heritattce *hould be 
aslgned a nifJb 9"i-oritY Oft tne 'CO'b~'O\\cht\iDII rese,rch a,end •• 


