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IN the absence of reliable vital registration system, estimates of 
crude birth and death rates in India are inferred from population 
census data or from sample surveys. The current stress on family 
planning programm~ in. the country, on the other hand, requires 
detailed measures of fertility like age specific fertility rates and 
parity specific fertility rates. Further, it has become necessary to 
find out the extent of fertility differentials that exist in the Indian 
population on the basis of rural urban residence, education of hus
band andlor wife, occupation of husband, income and religion, etc. 
Some of the localised fertility surveys' and data collected in some 
of the rounds of the National Sample Survey' throw light on some 
of these differentials. In this paper an attempt has been made to pre
sent age specific fertility rates, general fertility rates and total ferti
lity rates at the nationall1nd the state levels, separately for rural and 
urban areas that have been inferred from the 1961 censlls age dis-

• This ill a revised version of the paper entitled uUse of Regression Model 
in Fertility Analyaie" presented at the All India Seminar on Models in Demo
graphic Analysis held at the International Institute for Population Studies, 
Bombay, February 17-19, 1969. 

A subsidy for computations at the Computer Centre, Centre for Advanced 
Study in Mathematics, Panjab University, was provided by the Department of 
Sociology, which the author gratefully acknowledge •. 

I Dandekar, V. M. and Kumudini Dandekar, Surv6JI of F(wtilitu mId Mortality 
in Poona Diatrict, Poona: Gokhale Institute of Politics and Economics, 1963, 
Publication No. 2'1; Dandekar. Kumudini. Demographic Survey of S~ Rural 
Cotn,."u,llitie., Poon.: Gokhale Institute of Politics and Economics, 1959. Majum
dar, D. N., Social Contou.r. of an Induatrial City, Bombay: Asia. PUblishing 
House. 1960; United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, The 
MII • .".e Poptdation Study, New York: United Nations, 1961, Population Studies 
No. 84; Driver. Edwin D .• Difft!t"etltial Fertilitt/ in Central India, Princeton. 
Princeton University Press, 1963. 

:i India, Cabinet Secretariat, National Sample Survey Report No. 116. Tables 
with Note, on Family Planning. Sixteenth Round, July 1960 - JUll&. 1961. 
Delhi: Manager of Publication.: Report No. 175, T"bl •• wit" Nou. 010 Diffe
rential Fertility and Mortalitv Ra.t.. in India, Eighteenth Round. Februarl' 
19~anuary, 1964, Delhi: Manager of Publications, 1970; Report No. 186, 
Tabl •• wit" No!4J. 0 .. DifftJrtm!io.l Fornlit" "tid MortGlifli Rat .. i .. Ru,.,d aH!l 
Urb ... A ...... f [..m., Nineteenth Round, July 1964-.June, 1966, (Integrated 
Hou •• hold Survey), Delhi: Manager of Publications, 1970. 

D ••• J914 V 16 N 4 381 


