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IN the absence of reliable vital registration system, estimates of 
crude birth and death rates in India are inferred from population 
census data or from sample surveys. The current stress on family 
planning programm~ in. the country, on the other hand, requires 
detailed measures of fertility like age specific fertility rates and 
parity specific fertility rates. Further, it has become necessary to 
find out the extent of fertility differentials that exist in the Indian 
population on the basis of rural urban residence, education of hus­
band andlor wife, occupation of husband, income and religion, etc. 
Some of the localised fertility surveys' and data collected in some 
of the rounds of the National Sample Survey' throw light on some 
of these differentials. In this paper an attempt has been made to pre­
sent age specific fertility rates, general fertility rates and total ferti­
lity rates at the nationall1nd the state levels, separately for rural and 
urban areas that have been inferred from the 1961 censlls age dis-

• This ill a revised version of the paper entitled uUse of Regression Model 
in Fertility Analyaie" presented at the All India Seminar on Models in Demo­
graphic Analysis held at the International Institute for Population Studies, 
Bombay, February 17-19, 1969. 
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