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ANy study of regional economics raises the question as to what is 
an economic region. At the very outset we are faced with the problem 
that there are no hard and fast rules for determining a region. Fol
lowing McCrone; we can however see that three district criteria 
have 80 far been used in evolving a regional scheme. These are: (1) 
the homogeneity criterion. (2) the city-region criterion and (3) the 
historical-cum-political or cultural awareness criterion. 

Homogeneity Concept in the Indian Context 

Varieties of the homogeneity concept have been tried by agricul
tural economists and geographers in marking out economic and/or 
agrarian regions in India. An attempt - tentative on their own ad
mission - was made by Daniel and Alice Thorner to demarcate the 
agrarian regions of India in 1959." Thorners in their study also 
referred to other attempts at regional demarcation of India made by 
the Rural Credit Survey (1951-52) of the RD.I .• the Census of India 
1951 and Dr. Chen Han-seng in his monograph on the Agrarian Re
giona of India and Pakista.n. In their study. the Thorners demarcated 
"twenty broad economic regions"· in India of which West Bengal 
was one. These regions were further subdivided into divisions. In 
case of West Bengal the result obtained by the Thorners is given 
below:' 

West Bellgal 
Region/Divisions 
Darjeeling-Duara 
Lower Bengal 

Calcutta 

District8 in eack Division 

Darjeeling. Cooch Behar. Jalpaiguri (Sikkim) 
W. Dinajpur, MaIda, Murshidabad. Birbhum. 
Purulia, Bankura, Nadia, Hooghly. Midnapore. 
24-Parganas 
Calcutta, Howrah. Chandernagore 

• [This paper was written under S. N. S ... Reaear<!h Fellowship .. a part 
of a Study of Developments in the Agricultural Economy of West Bengal. 1947' 
69. Th. author is grateful to Professor S. N. Sen and Profes .. r Amlan Datta 
for their continued interest in this pi... of research. An earlier d.raft of the 
paper was presented at an interdisciplinary aem;nar on "Urban Systems and 
Rural Development" organised hy the Post-graduate Department of Geography. 
University of M;vaore in December 1970.} 
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