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THERE is a vast amount of literature on transportation models.' 
Empirically, however, not many attempts have been made in prepar
ing a systematic transport plan on the basis of transportation models. 
In this paper, the usual transportation model is modified and its use
fulness in transport planning' is indicated. The objective is to apply 
the linear programming transportation model to the actual 1l0ws of 
commodities on different railway sections of the Eastern Region and 
compare the 1l0ws thus obtained with the actual 1l0ws. The exercise 
is ex post and as such is mechanical but it throws light on the appli. 
cability of a programming model for transport planning'. A secondarY 
importance is attached to the policy criterion. In all the exercises, 
total tonne-kilometres travelled by a commodity are minimized. 
There is a belief that the present freight structure is not adequate 
and therefore the freight rates· have not been used . 
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• Committee on Transport Policy and Coordination, Final Report, Govt. Gf 
India, Planning Commission, New Delhi. Jan. 1966. Railway rates in India have 
been determined on the basis of the considerations, namely, value of service and 
cost Gf service, the latter indicating the Ooor to the extent practicable. The pat. 
tprn of freight traffic on the railway has been changing considerably and the 
proportion of low-rate commodities has been increasing. This requires the adjust
ment Gf the existing rates to the cost hasis. 
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