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PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION 

The end of the last Great War saw the emergence of 
great social and economic changes in almost all parts of 
the world. In India the franchise was greatly widened 
and the administration of the entire field of develop
mental activities was transferred to responsible ministries 
in the Provinces. An era of protection was inaugurat
ed shortly afterwards as a result of the recommendations 
of the Fiscal Commission. A decade of readjustment, 
in India as elsewhere, was followed by the great depres
ilion which affected India adversely in common with the 
rest of the world. The outbreak of the second World 
War has brought new and incalculable elements of dis
turbance with it. A new era of readjustment will have 
to follow the suspension of hostilities and it is clear that 
the planning necessary to meet tbe exigencies of the time 
will have to cover a very wide ground. To control the 
future, knowledge of the recent past is indispensable, 
and it was considered useful, therefore, to attempt a 
factual survey of the whole position. With this end in 
Tiew the available statistical material has been brought 
together in this handbook. The colour diagrams furnish
ed herein illustrate in a clear manner the numerous 
changes that have taken place in the various fields during 
the inter-war period. Wherever possible, figures for the 
pedod following the outbreak of the present war are also 
included. 

The handbook has been prepared by Mr. S. Subra
manian, Statistician to the Economic Adviser. 

T. E. GREGORY, 
Ecoftomic A dvi,~er to the Government of India. 

NEW DELHI, 

14th June 19«. 

NOTJ:.-The brief eom~ of this hand-book precludes any detailed referenee 
.. tbt' lIOurcee of informatlOn or tho methods of compilation adopted. The peou_ 
liaritips of individual aeriel!l prevent absolute unifonuity in tbe pPTiod. covered 
by the .everal tablC'S. Owing to the gradual expansion of the area covered by the
otatiatical publicatione (espeeiaIl~- in the case of Indian States) strict comp ..... bility 
.r the fi&uree for the Beveral years cannot be guaranteed. 



PREFACE TO THE REVISED EDITION 

In response to the continuous demand for copies of 
the Statistical Summary of the Social and Economil 
Trends in India in the Inter-war Period which firs1 
came out in April 1945. this revised edition is now issued 
to the public. In this edition. all the tables and charts 
have been brought up to date. including those on trade 
and industrial production. which could not previously 
include the latest figures owing to wartime l'estrictions. 
The introduction has also been rewritten in the light of 
the latest figures. 

Other improvements made in the edition are the in
clusion of tables showing the distribution of incomes 
assessed to tax. the amplification of the tables relating 
to joint stock companies and the insertion of 26 new 
diagrams. 

The greater part of the work of preparing Part II of 
the revised edition fell on Mr. T. P. Chatterjee. M.A., 
M.Sc., Assistant Director, Administrative Intelligence 
Room. 

A nnual figures for the war period under most of the 
heads will be included in a forthcoming publication 
entitled Stati,~tics relatinq to India's War Effort which 
it is hoped will be shortly released. 

T. E. GREGORY, 
Economic Adviser to the Govt. of India. 

NEW DELHI, 

The 20th October 1945. 
NOTE.-The brief oompa8~ of this hand.book precludes any detailed refeonere 

to the sources of infonnation or the methods of compilation adopted. The 
peculia.rltioe of individual series prevent absolute unifon:nity in the petioda 
covered b:-" the soveral tables. Owing to the gradual expansion of t;he area 
covered by the statistical pubIice.tioIlf!l (especially in the ea~e of Indie.n 8tatet) 
Met comparability of the figures for the several yean oannot be guan.uteed. 
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