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The Society carnestly desires to onlarge the area of its work,
but the vigour of its action depends. of course, upon the neans at
its disposal. Mpecial appeal is therefore made to all who realise that
the pigantic and peﬁlous pauperism of :the nation is mainly d.8 to
the existing land system, to strenuonsly aid v effecting this deeply-

neoded reform.

Remittances may be seni to the Treasurer, A. C. Swinton, May-
bank, Che Avenue, Upper Norwood, Londoen.  ("heques to he erossed
“The Union Bank of London, Charing Cross.”  P.O. Orders to be

made payable at Ludgnte Circus, Londen, E.C,



SECOND ANNUAL MEETING

LAND NATIONALIZATION SOCIETY.

Heid at the City Club, Ludgate Circus, London, June 27th, 1883

S o i B e et e i et

A. R, Warrace, LL.D.,, F.R.G.S, 15 TaE CnAIR,

PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS,
SUMMARISED.

Mr Walluce first reviewed the more interesting phases of the
Land movetnent duving the past year. The progress of public
opiniun was declared to be satisfactory, due in part to Mr. George’s
arrest “in Ireland, aund the consequent notice by the Press of his
remarkable work, Frogress «nd Pocerty, but also largely to its
great circulation, and the netivity of several of the officers nnd
members of our Society, who have contributed numerous letters to
the Press.  The case i the Skye crofters, and the destitute state of
the Island of Lewis —iur forty years the absolute property of a
wealthy and benevolent banker--were adverted to, and 1t was
shown that the iuisevable stute of things theve is enthcly due to
denial of any rights in the soil to the inhabisants of these islands,
On the (uestion of pruperism fresh proof was adduced of the very
misleading chameter of the official statistics of pauperism, on which
politicians found their optimistic nnd erroneous stateruents as to its
diminution.

The case of the Soutlport foreshore was adduced, as a strik-
ing example of the nced of nationalization in orderto giveto every
locality power to utilize wasts lands for the benefit of thie community.

Referring oext to the question of Mr, Georpge and his trachings, the
proposal to tax rent instead of at onee nativmalizing the land was
examined, and it was shown that, “aceording to the principles laid
down liy Mr. Geerge himself, such a method would be necessarily
ineperative end werthless. The whole point of Mr. George's argu-
ment i3 to show that, =o long as land 18 a monopely in tie hunds of
individuals, be they few or many, everything that benetits the com-
munity -the users of Jand, - must necessarily inerease the value of
land, and thus transfer the larger part of that benetit int> the hands
of the landlords.  He shows that, however mnueh the enst of produe-
tion may be diminished, or the expenses of Governmeunt reduced,
wages will not rise, but landlerds will grow richer. Yet Le proposes
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to tax rent. and thus benefit the community, Is it not clear that
tils benent, like all the other benetits he has examined in
hiz Book VI, chap. &, must fnevitably lead to o rise of rent, and
furthere taxation to a yet further vise ! Fven if rends were fixed
at the tiue they were taxed, docs nnyvbody imagine that that would
prevent the landiords from getting the vize in the form of premiom,
or Lonus, v by some other arangement, the fuilure to carry out
which wonld lead to ejection? In other words, ilie price of an
article of necessity, whiech i~ a monopoly, 1= the highest competition
price that can be paid Jor it, aod sny attemnpt to reduce this price by
taxation, or n) other legiddative means, must fudl so long us the
wonopoly continves.  Land is un article of the first necessity.  Men
must have it or e, Whatever people can afford to pay Yor it now,
they do pay. Make the commmunity better off by taxing landlords,
and  the communily  ean sfford o pay move, and therefree it
wili have to pay mwre. The proposal to raise the ld-tax Lo its
original amount of 4= in the pound on the full present value waould
meaely eauae rents to riso to that amonng on the average, but asthey
world rise very nnegually, enormous  distress wonld be causeg_,:md
vot no anu b beneticed.”

In cencludion, the President ealled attention to the very valu-
Cable  welks of  the Belgion  coomomists, Paren Colins  and
M. Agadhon de Potter, and gave a ramuwary of their views.  Fn his
opinion they fortied the most complete systen of sociad aned politieal
reform you put forwand, endnaeing not enly the complete nationalisa-
tion of the hind, on Hnes very siwilar tothoseadopted by thisSociety,
bt dealing also with the relations of capital and kbourin a very
thereugh and practienl manner. e wrusted that these remarkable
worhs would be soon tinuslated and condensed for the siudy of
English reformers,

KEsoLvTIoNs PassED AT THE MEERTIYG.
Resalution L, moved by My, T, F. Wankenr { Birmingham ), seconded
oy Mes B Witany (West Harvtlepool), and supported by Messrs, W,
Volekman, B, Lueraft, awdd IT. W, Kowland:

HThat this Meeting, deoply fouling the nweessity of a just svstem of land
tenure, winl fivuely believing that this is to be fnmulonly in the Nationalization
of the Land, pledees itsel to use overy legitimate and constitutional means to
acewnplish this objecn.”

Carried nnanimensly,
Re=olution I1. moved by PlﬂfLﬂ‘-OI‘ F. \V NeEwMax, und seconded
by M VLT Cnas fof B aabine)

*That thiz Meeting in-ists on the - futy of the Legislature to retain the Iublic
Lands. and to winpt measures to inerease them at every opportunity.”

Carried unanimonsly.



REPORT

Presented to the Members of the Society at its Second Annuwal Meeting.

T8 is the Second Anpual Meeting of the Society, but no previovs
report has been prepared of the work accomphished.  Bome details
of the formation of the Society, how it originuted, and what has
subséquently been done, therefore seem desirable,

Inthe Contemporary Rerview for November, 1330, there appeared
an artiele, “How to Nutionalize the Land. A Radieal Solution
of the Irish Land Question,” by Alfred Russel Wallace, Thisaaticle
led to the foundaticon of the Bociety, and for the Information of
the members, it may be summarised thus: That the State, after
a ¢ertain pertod should resume its ancient rights to the soil; that
anything put in or upen the land should belong to the cecupier, as
long as he remained in occupation; that there should be no
subletting ; also absolute freedom from Siate interference with the
occupier, as well asdivect annual paynient to the State for the use of
the soil, the money so deriedbeing upplicd in veduction of taxution,
in payment of the National Debt, and for other State purposes;
with equitable consideration for existing claims, and the appoint-
ment of a National Tand Commission, or some other body, to
carry the law into effect. In this important article Mr.
Wallace states: —*It will no doubt be =aid that the title of this
paper is mislending, sinee the arguments I have used are cqually
apphcﬂb]e to England as to Ireland. This is quite true. The
principies Taid down are of univers application, but the time
and the mode of applying such principles are matters of expe-
dienex.”  As happens to many other valuable and plilanthropic
puggestions, very little public notice was taken of Mr, Wallace's pro-
posale; but on the 28th November, 1830, Mr. A. €. Swinton
addressed o letter to Lim, proposing the formation of 4 Land
Naticnalization Soclety. To this letter Mr. Wallace responded on
the 30th of the same wonth.

Mr. dwinton proceeded, early in December, to ascertain what
support would be rendered to form a Society. and it resulted ina
prelitninary meeting being held at Upper Norwood, on the Gth
March, 1881, at which several gentlemen wore present. M
Walluce claited as a speciality of his scheme, that no previons one
distingnished as did his between the land per e, and what man
placed in or upon it, nnd this e considered essential to the successful
working of Land Nationalization. He also maintained *“that all
land held from the State shall remain in the occupation of the
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holder, who shall not sublet or mortgage.” At that meeting it
was dechled that o Society should be formed, and called the
“Land Nationalization Society,” and the schewmw, eventuudly agreed
upon, ix at present before the public, From Decemler, 1880, to
December, 1881, Mr. Swinton carried on nn  extensive vorre-
spondence with persons interested in the guestion. and ultimately
acvepted the office of Treoasurer, with Mr, J. A. Parker ns Hon.
Secretary. A Conference was held at the Westminster Palace
Hotel, on the 16th and 31st January, 1842, It was then stated
by Mr. Parker that their proccedings had been noticed in ten
London and more than twenly provinelal papers, mwst of the Jo*ter
notiers being favourable,  To the dateof the Conference the receipts
from wvarions sowrces had been £36 1s. 4d., and the expenses
£35 12s, 114,

The Conference wax influentially attended, an earnest and
encouraging iliscussion being carried on under tle presidency of Mr.
Wallace,  The resolutions passed at this meeting, with the names of
the spenkers, will bu found on the oppodite page,

During the remainder of the year 1582 gradual progress wa¥ made.
Lectures were delivered by the President of the Socicty at Glasgow
and Fipsbury; by Mr. Parker at Hounslow, Hackney, Eastbourne,
and Mastings; by Professor F. W. Newman al Bristul: by Mr, A,
Haulstewl at Harrogate: by Moo W Hargrave, and others. Up to
the preseut dnte, some 11,000 official letters Lave been written. The
Society's publications also have been widely civeulated, upwards of
30,000 tracts and prograimiues having heen sent out, as well is several
kundred copies of M. Walluee's ** Land Nationalzation ; its Necessity
and s Alms"  Within the Iast six months the Society has nearly
doubled the numabwr of its mewbers.  Of My, Wullaee « werk the
Courneil have the pleasute to annonnce that the impression of 2,500
copics beang nearly exhausted, o thizdond choaper edition will shortly
be ixxend. It uney be stated that soeletios for the Natioualization of
the Land are nodtiplying in varlous parts of the {9itish Empire,
New Zealand, imnvenyg these, Leing the mwest prooiinent,

The ~cein], weral, snd rehgions well-being of the people depend
g0 pinch onadvantageons surronudings, that it is the duty of every
true retformer to sidin o wovement which, more than anvihing else,
would bring about that endl  For this oldeet nol only are constant
and energetie exertions regnived, but also vosis. The appeal is
urgent. beeavse o lecturing eampedgn thronghout the Kingdom in
the aatumnn west depepd on the sum now added to the Society's
slender means,  The President, Mr, Walkeo, together with Pro-
fessor F. W. Newwan, Miss Helen Tavlor, Myssrs, J. A, Parker, E.
. Girdlestone and otbers, have kindly otfived their gratuiteus
servives as lecturers, and the Coundl would pressingly urge on
those that have the means, to contribute heartily amd ‘Liberally.



The receipts for the year 1832.3 amount to £207 13s. 34, The
Couneil have met twenty-six times since the lust annual meeting,

The following were the resolutions passed at the Conference heid
at the Wesdminster Palace Hotel:- -

Resalution 1. - Moved Ly Mr. W Volokinan, seconded hv Mr.
Gordon (2. Flaws . That private property in land is the monopoly
by & few of an element ecsentind to atan oxfstenes: that it Lol its
origin, to & large extent. in force or frawl, or economic irncinee,
apd that itx continued existenee is o public wrong, and a dunger to
thcommunity.”

Resolution {I—2Xoved by Mr. Wm. Baunders, seconded by Mr,
Walter Wren: “That the present system of private property in
laud in the country, by reason of the divided awl often-condicting
interests it creates In the soll, leads te bl culilvazion, greatis
diminishes production, anl*checks permanent itnprovement © while,
by depriving the labhourer and public ot arge of wny rights in the
soil, it is one of the chief wauses of puuperism, demoralisation, and
crimm”

Resolution 1L -—Moved by Miss Helen Taylor, seconded by Mo
Herbert Burrows: “That private property in Jand, by favouring
monopoly &nd haalding speenlation, bas produced, and still produces, |
erowded and unhealthy delings, in which the mass of our people
are forced to live and pay exorbitant rents"

Resatution 1V.- Maved by I, G 5L Clavk, seconded by My, Hy,
Atherton: < That private proporty in lind secures to a class what
rightly shoudd belong to the comunits und be appropriered to the
relich of State burdens, namely, the inhevent, value or ceonomie rent
of land which iz eaused by papnlation, wealth, and civilisation, sl
eaunot be either increased or diminished by the action of any
individuad Lundlowd or tepant,”

Resolutinn V.—Moved by Mr. J, (. M. Vineent, seconded by Mr,
Thos, Briges: “Thae this meeting is of opiuion that “free trade in
land ' would have no teudeney to remove the vist evils resulting
from land monapoly ; aud that, by racilitating the extension of privote
awnership in the lund by the monied elesses, it would nost probably
aggravate rather than dinunizh those evils,”

Resolutinn VI.—Moved by My, J. A, Parker. seconded by Mr,
J. O Durant: “ That this meeting is of opinion that nationaixation
of the land {on the lines swggested hy the Land Nationahi=ation
Society) would be un etfectual remedy fov the evils of the presene
system,  Among other priccless advantages, it would carry with it »
great progressive alleviation of our ficcal hurdens, wonld ~iimmlate
cultivation and increase the production of food; and. finally, would
render every Koglishman frec to share in the benefits which the
possession of land for personal use is calculated to afford.”
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BALANCE-SHEET,

‘“ From the first entry made in respect of the Society, up to June 30, 1882,
Received and approved by the Council at their meeting, July 8th, 1582,

Dr. £ s d. CR. £

s d.
Submcriptions and Do- i Postage ..., DUVIUPI 36 4 8§
DALIONE .. oie e 113 7 0 . lLiterature ... 22 0 8k
Literature . .......... 019 7 ' Stationery ........ .. 7 4 7
Ditto charged tothe 4‘ Printing ... 12 7 0
Soclety ascask ... 1313 0 ‘ Rent ... 21 5 7
Incidental Expenses... 24 7 65"
. Balapce ... 408 4
9w 7 £127 19 7
{(Nigned)

D. «(;, FITZGF¥RALD,
8th July, 1882 Hesry W. Ly,

Auditors apfointed at the Annual Meeting,
held May 30, 1582,

BALANCE-SHEET,

RecEIvED AND APPROYED, WITH THE ABOVE, AT THE SECOND
ANNvaL MEeTING, JoNeE 27TH, 1883,

e £ s 4d Cr. £ s d.
Balance, June 30th, i Postage ............... 331 6

1552 (from Balunee- . Literature .........., . a 4 4%

sheel appocded  to ' Do, Mr.  Walliee's

Awditer.”  Reporg, . Land  Nedionalize

July 8th, 18250 4 09 4 tive, Copies for the
Subseriptions............ 200 10 0 ; Press, &e, ............ 1714 6
Literature ............... 419 7 i Stationery .. 61k 11
Collecteld at Lecture 2 3 10 . Printing...... 2 oh o4
For the purchase of v Kent D i+ 1307

Mr. Wallace's Land Expenses of Lectuves 22 8 5

Nationafization ... 30 0 0 - Oftice Farniture ... 0 o
Office Furniture ...... 10 0 | Recretavy's Salary .. 13 0 O

Purchase of remainder
of Mr. Wallaee's

i Lawd  Nationulia-

) BON . I8 6
¢ Incidental Expenses,... 7 11 11
' Ralance ............... T4

i .

H —_—— -
¥

i

£251 12 9} £251 12 K

*I haveexamined the above Balance-sheet, compared it with the vouchers,
and hereby certify the same to he correct.”
(Bigned) Joun Roxarp Sarairer, ACA.,
Auditor,
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SUBSCRIPTIONS AND DONATIONS, 1881-3.
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The List ineludes the subaeriptions veceived since the Annual Meeting, June
27th, 1583, up to the date of issue of the Heport



LAND NATIONALIZATION SOCIETY.

All who are interested {and who are not 3} ir Land Law Reform are cordially
invited' to become Memiwrs of the Society, and tu assist it in the formation of
brapches,  Capies of the Society's delailed Scheme, Rales, and other Literarure
may be had on application, .

The Council supply Lecturers where friends frd a Chairman and a Public
Room, and are always glad to hear from those willing to co-operate in the
mavetoent,

Crowme Buvo, pp. xiv.—244, Original Edition, Clotk, Frice 3. Cheap Eiation,
paper covery B Mmp clork, 15 64,

LAND , NATIONALIZATION:

ITS NECESSITY ANV ITS AIMS.

Being a Comparison of the System of Landlord and Tenant with
. that of Qceupying Qunership in their Influence on the
Well-being of the People.

ALFRED RUSSEL WALLACE,

Author of * THE MALAY ARCHIPELAGG,” ¢ IstAND LiFE,” &c,, &c.

LAND NATIDNALIZATION SUCIETY TRAETS

1.-—The Land Difiiculty :—1low shall we deal withit? ... .., Per oo Iz a;
11,—The Land for the People ... .. .. .. . o o . " P )
IIl.—How T.and Naliopalization will benefit  Householders,

f.abourers, and Mechanies {A. R, Wallace) ... ... ... " o
I¥.—The 7¥mes and Land Nationalization (J, A, Parker) ... .. " 4 0
V.—Land Tenure Reform {I'rofessor ¥, W. Newman) " 1 6
I'rogrammes of the Society ... ... .. .. . ve 4 ©

LONDON :

W. REEVES, 185, Fleet Street, E.C

DeroT FOR THE LITERATURE OF THE SOCIETY.



** The notion of selling for certain bils of metal the [liad of Homer, how murh
anove the land of the world Crealor, 18 a ridiculous impossiddity,”—THovas
CARLYLE.

YW hilst another man Ras no land, wmy tills to ming, your litle to pours, is at
once vitiated” —RALFE WaLDO EMEDs0N,

* Howerer diffieult it may be to embody the theory of the Nationelisation of the
dand in fact, equily sternly commands it io be dowe,” —HERBERT SrENCER.

REPORT

OF THE

LAND NATIONALISATION
SOCIETY.

1883-4.

Established to equitably restore to the Nation its Land, so that all
may have equal facilities to use and enjoy the Land, and equally
benefit by the revenue from it.

PRICE THREEPENCE.

Lreparere Deror, 183, Fieer Streer, Loswox, EC
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The Socioty enrnestly desires to enlarge the area of its work:#but
the vigour of its action depends, of conrse, upon the means at its
disposal, Special appeal is therefore made to all who reslise that
the gigantic nnd perilous pauperism of the nation is primarily due
to the existing land system, to strenuously aid in eflecting this

much-needed reform,

Remittances may be sent to the Treasurer, A. C. Swinton, May-
bank, The Avenue, Upper Norwood, London, Cheques to be erossed
“The Ugion Bank of London, Charing Cress.” P.t), Orders to be

made payable at Ludgate Circus, London, E.C.
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PRESIDENT'S ADLDIRESS.

LADIES AND (FENTLEMEN, —

Dauring the first two vears of our existence as a Society, some of
us (I myself was amony the number) thought that we were too farin
advance of the public, nnfl that the time was not yet ripe for our
propaganda to have any useful result. Now, however, | fee] that
all such doubtsareat an end, and that lieform of our System of Land
Tenure has come to the front as the great question of the day.

During the Iast and present Sessions of Parliament no less than six
Bills have been brought in (and two of them earried), eachyaiming
at a vemeldy for suwe one of the prievous evils which result from
Land Monopoly. Other branclies of the subjert have been dealt
with by means of two Roval Uowimissions and a Spueial Comuiittee,
Numerous Associations, Conferences, and Cominittees are discussing
and inguiring, while ti:e public press teems with articles and corres®
spondence indicating the great Land question as at the root of ull
the evils of poverty and overerowding in our towwns, and the
horrors that result from them, which have recently excited a
spasmodic interest throughoul the couatry.

Surely, nvie, it is impossible to maintain that the question of the
Land, in its relation to pational well being, Las nol entered the
domain of ** practical pelitics,” Tt is true that politicians and philan-
thropists still scoff at our remedy ; but what do they propose them-
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selves! They steadfastly shut their eyes to the fundamental causes
of the evil, and struggle frautically to ameliorate a few of the more
distressing symptoms by methods which cannot possibly produce any
permanent result, We alone go to the root of the matter, and strive
to abolish the fundamental injustice which is the primary cause of
the terrible poverty in the midst of our ever-increasing wealth.
Every fresh development of the question, every successive failure of
remedial legislation, or of private charity, to grapple with the evil,
aflords us additional proof of the soundness of our views, ~We feel
gure that we have grasped a great principle of vital importance to
humanity. Our facts and our arguments are alike unansweralle,
and, sooner or later, the truth we advocate must be accepted and
acted on.

The past year has, indeed, been one of especial interest to Land
Nationalisers. It probably marke a turning point in the growth
of public opinion upon the question, and '1 therefore propose to pass
in review some of its more striking incidents, and to remark upon
their tendencies and results,

Let us first consider what has been done in Parliament.

During last Session the Agricultural Holdings Acts for England
and Scotland were passed. These Bills atforded the first indication
of o real atiempt to satisfy the just claims of farmers for compensa-
tion for their improvements, while the Ground GGame Bill gave them
some protection for their crope; but in both cases this was very im-
perfectly done, and future legislation in the same direetion it inevit-
able, uiless some approach to nationalisation first takes place,
More interesting, perbaps, to us, as directly eflfecting the labourers,
was Mr. Jesse Collings' Allotments Bill. This was nlmost identical
with one brought in 5 years sgo (during the last Ministry} by Sir C.
Ditke for two successive Sessions, but which was not allowed to go
on. It has, however, at Jast been passed, and it may be considered as
a temporary sop to the agricultural Jabourers. 1Its provisions, bow-
ever, apply solely to charity lands, and do not interfere with any in-
dividual's private property, and this is probably the reason why
it was allowed to be passed, The provisions of this Act are very
simple. It declares that trustees of charities whe possess land in
any part of the country are to offor that land, or as much of the
land as is suitable for the purpose, in half-ncre allotments to the
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labourers of the district, at a fair rent (or at any rent that they choose
to ask so far as I can see}; and they are further empowered to hire
Iand for the purpose of allotments if their own lund is not suitable.
The Act, however, has not been allowed to get into effective opern-
tion. In the original Bill, it was intended that the person to decide
any question of dispute as to whether land was suitable to be let or not
shouid be the Judge of the County Court, but it was insisted in Parlia-
ment that the Charity Commissioners should be the parties todecide
thig question; and these two facts, that there is to be a third
party to decide what is suitable, and that that party is to be the
Charity Commissioners, has led, at present, to the Aect becoming a
dead letter ; for it seews, from some strange nnd incomprebensible
reason, that the Commissioners are decidedly uvpposed to the
labourers having land in auy part of the country. They have, con-
sequently, decided in several instamces that land is not suitable
because it is now pasture land—-just asif this was not & reason tending
in exactly the opposite direction, for everyone knows that parture land,
by being broken up by spade industry, is not only doubled, but often
quintupled in value, therefore the argument ought to have been
just the reverse. And this shows us how wrong it is to allow one
class of men to decide what is best for another class. The labourers
alone should have been left to say what Jand would suit them and
what not. Nobody else could possibly know so well.  Mr. Collings
states that in some cases the Governors and Trustees of Chaities as
soon as the Act was passed bastily leased out their lands, so that
their hands were tied, and they were unable to let the poor have
them. Such conduct is simply amazing, It is astonishing that
people connected with the Government should be so blind s not to
see that in this way they are forcing on the question to a much
moro radieal sofution than would be otherwise arrived at.

Therext Bill of importanceis Mr. Broadburst’s, for the ‘' Enfranchise-
ment of Leasebolds.” Thisalsoisa very mild measure, niming simply
to stop further confiscation by landlords of other people’s property,
and, as might be expected, it was rejected by the House of Commors,
‘We must not mind this, however, for the next House of Commons
will certainly have to pass & much better Bill. We then come
to Mr. Bryce's “ Access to Mourntains in Scotland Bill,” which sunply
proposes to give the people the right of walking over the unculti-
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vated lands of their own eountry -a right which has in many cases
been dispnted and denied. It is said that there is an old Scoteh law
in existence which is to the same effect. 1t is entitled, “Free Foot
on the Forest,” and declares the absolute freedom of all mountain
lands to be traversed by the public, But this hasbeen allowed to drop
into disuse, and it was necessary to bring a fresh Billinto Parliament.
This being such a small matter, and costing no onea penny, 1s likely
to be passed by the House of Commons, but whether the T.ords will
pass it, it is impossible to say.  Another Bill Mr. Bryce has brought
in, but which I have not seen mnoticed by the public Press, is of
rather more importance from our point of view. It is a Bill to stop
that kind of petty land robbery going on all over the country—
the enclosure of roadside strips. Everyone in the couniry
must have noticed, that in some of the old roads handed down
from the time of our forefathers there are wide ‘green strips by the
voadside ; but, in a great majority of cnses, these have been enclosed,
and rows of trees, 20} or 30 feet inside the field, show where the old
rond was, and where the Jand has been robbed from the publie. A
case has recently oceurred in my own nelghbaurhood. {Godalming),
where the broad green strips on each side of a beauntiful country read
are being nowenclosed. I wrote to the Highway Board, and got the
stereotyped answer, that they did not consider it an encroachment on
the highway. 1 therefore wrote to Mr. Dyree, chairman of the
Commens Preservation Society, and he sent me a statement of the law
on the subject. 1t appears that the Society’s lawyers, including Mr.
Hunter, the greatest authority there is on common rights, maintain
that these enclosures are quite illegal, and I should like to read you
one passage from this statement, because I think it almost setiles the
’ question :—

% 1t has been decided that no part of the space Letween the
hedges, whether metalled or not, if all forms part of the highway,
can be legally enclosed without an orler of the justices; and,
thevefore, the first question to be decided ix, whether the green strip
formis part of the highway.”

Therefore, You see, that in every case in which this green strip is
Yevel with the road, sothat people have wulked and ridden over it
for untold senerations—in all these eases it has certainly formed
part of the Lighway ; and therefoie these enclosures are completely
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illegal, The Highway Boards, being so largely composed of landlords,
will not in uny way interfere unless the public stir them up. |
think it would be & very good thing i this society, and all interested
in the land question would take every opportunity, through the loeal
Press, and by other means, to call the attention of the public to
these roadside robberies. When Higlhway Boards are elected they
might also be urged to do their duty in protecting the rights of the
public.

The next DBill of iportance is Mr. Trevelyan's Tand
Purchase Bill {Treland), whicl: aims at  ecarrying stili Turther
vne of the objects of the Irish Land Aet, It will enable
Irish temants to buy their farms, by advancing three.quarters
or the whole of the monex, to ha repaid by terminable rentals.  Yor
that purpose five millions storling is to be advanced eael year for
four yeurs, making tweniy millivns sterling in all, with an elaborate
scheme for a guarnntee by means of County Land Boards. This is
really a Bill to enable landlords to obtain full money value for their
otherwise un~alvable lands ; while, at the same time, nothing is done
for the labourcrs, or to seeure the rights of the pnblic. The Bill
will, of course, pass, but I cannot think it will produce much
permanent good, since the fundarental evil in Ireland is, that large
portions of the country are overcrowded, while others are denuded
of ichabitants and given uptolarge grazing farms, and the measure
is in no way caleulated to remedy this state of things, 3

We now cowe te the Parliamentary inquiries, and the
most  important of these is the Crofters” Commission, of
which the Keport and Evidence has jnst been jssmed,
Years of patience and submission having resulted in systewatic
neglect of their just claims, the crofters began, two years ago,”
toresiat their persecutorsand the robbers of theirland. The vesult wus
a Doysl Cowmission, consisting, of course, mostly of landlords;and, con-
sidering that eircumstance, the reportis quite as fmpartial as caulil be
expected. XNevertheless, its recomniendations are nltogether insufli-
cient. The Comntissioners adit the truth of most of the allegations
of the crofters as to insecurity of tenure, arbitrary evictious, pey-
ments extorted for getting scaweed and cutting peat or thatehing
material, and other oppressions, including thetaking away of mountain
pasture to make sheep-walks and deer forests; while the restricted
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holdings, the excessivarents, and the harassing rule of factors are all
proved by much independentevidence.

Every one of these things is admitted, but the suggested method of
stoppmg them for the tuture, and bringing about an improved condi-
tion of the population is altogether ineifective. For instance,it is ad-
mitted that nearly two million acres of land are exelusively devoted to
deer forests, large portions of which are notonly suitable for eultivation,
but have actually been cultivated, yet it is not proposed that one
acre of all this land shall be given back to the use of the people.
The Cownmissioners propose certain restrictions on forming frésh
foresta, and one of those restrictions is the very obvious and fair

“proposal that such forests are to be assessed at their real letting
value and not ar now, at their supposed agricultural value; but when
this little bit of justice is done, they take care to state that it is not
to apply to any existing forests, so that the whole of these two million
acres is to be always assessed at a mero nominal agricultural value
while bringing in an enormeus sporting rental. The case is exactly
parallel to what is going on at the present moment between us and
the Egyptinns. We have & Commissioner'of Crown lands in Egypt,
Mr. Rowsell. and he Las proposed that the taxation shall be equalised
for the Pashas and the poor tenants. At present the Pashas pay
aboutone-half of what thetenantspay,and they strongly object ta the
new proposal. The country won't be worth theirliving in if they are
taxed the same as the poor peasants. These Pashasare astonished if
we tell them how unreasonable and unjust they are. DBut ocar own
¢ Pashas” mre just as bad, or even worse, They frst drive out the
people to make Deer Forests, and then refuse to bear their fair share
of taxation !

* There is a very good propessl for the establishment of IHighland
townships, with elected officers to manage the mountain pasture,
fuel-cutting, &ec., with power to claim an extension of the pasture if
it is inpsuthicient, and similar power to cluim extension of crofts
when the existing crofts become overcrowded. This reads very well,
and looks as if there was something really to be done for the crofters,
but, if examined, the whole thing isfound to be a farce, With all
this power of claiming more Iand, there is no provision whatever
either for security of terure or fixity of rent. When the township
comes to be overcrowded, and there is a chance of its officers claim-
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ing a little more Jand, all the landlord has to do is to evict a few
tenants, and the place ceases to be overcrowded, But if the lundlord
wants a little more pasture for deerforests or sheep farms, the people
can be driven away, just as of old, As landlords have always done
this in the past, what reason is there to suppose they won't do it
in the future? The lundlord is still to have the power of eviction,
and of raising the rent, and will thercfore be absolutely master of
thé situation, Yet, even this small and utterly ineffective proposal
of the Highland townships is opposed by two of the Commissioners,
and Parliament will take advantage of this opposition, so that it is
not likely anything will be done, and the excitement and agitation of
the last few years will have to go on for an indefinite period longer.
Xvery unprejudiced person who knows the Highlainds and their
history during the present century ie convinced that, to etfect any
permanent good, the crofters must have absolute security; that they
must have fair rents, fixed by a Land Court; and that there must be
a restitution of all lands-from which wmen have been driven during
the present century to make room for unimals, so that they may be
again cnltivated and dweit upon by men,

This Report forms a bulky volume which few people will have time
to read through. I would, therefore, recommend them, when they have
reed the Reportitself, which is not very long, to read twostatewments
by independent parties, velatingto the Island of Lewis, which inay
be taken as a fair specimen of the state of the Highlands. Tor
forty years the wholeisland belonged to thelate Sir Jaines Mathieson,
who was universally admitted by friends and foes alike to have been
benevolently inclined. Mo was also n very liberal man, spending
mouey to apy extent; yet under this benevolent landlord, who had
26,000 people living as his tenants for 40 years, the state of things
was such that a Mansion House Committee had to be formed last
year to save these people from absolute starvation. It seems
difficult te wunderstand hew this could huve been brought
about, but the statements of the Rev. Donald J. Martin, Free
Church Minister of Stormoway, and of Napier Camphell, Esq.,
Solicitor, Storneway, will give you an insight into the whole
matter, showing the cruel, grinding despotism of agents
under whose absolute rule the people bave to  live.
They will show you how the crofters are kept down in a
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state of slavery, almost as bad as anything we read of under the
Turks, and leading to chronic discontent, misery, and starvation,
even under this exceptionally benevolent landlord. Anyone who
roads these two stntements from thoroughly independent and well-
informed witnesses will tind terrible revelations, illustrating and
enforcing Mr. George’s well-known nssertion, that the owner of the
land is virtually owner of the pevple—that the people who live upon
the Jand are actusily his slaves.

We next come to the Royal Commission on the Hous-ing
of the Poor. This Commission, so far as we ecan see of what
it is doing at the present time, confines itself to effects, without
going at all into the causes of the evil, and it will therefore
almost necessarily fail to eifsct any permanent good. Any
partinl amelioration will be overbalanced by the ever-inereasing
overcrowding in towns, the ever-increasing competition for work,
with their results, starvation and grinding poverty. What we want
—what alone will do any good-—is to get the congested population of
towns back into the country. How to do that is what the Royal
Commissian will not inguire into. '

A Special Committee of the House of Commons is also now
engaged in trying to find out if the public have any rights
whatever in the river Thames nbove its tidal waters, Land-
lords i» England claim net enly the land, but the water; they
claim every river in the country. No person can row on a
viver, bathe in it, or drink of it without the landlord’s permission,
and the balonee of legal opinion seems at present to support the
landlords’ claims. Now here is a case in which the people of this
conntry should unanimously rise up against such iniquitous
claims.  (Applause.) The rivers of a country at least should
be free, and if the newly enfranchised electors do not insist upon
this, they hardly deserve their enfranchisement. (Applause.) Not
onlv should the rivers themselves be free, but it i« important for the
public at large that they should have free nccess to them.  Along
both banks of cvery river in the country there should be a public
Aght of footway, except throngh gardens attached to private dwelling
houses—(Mr, Pagliardini: Thatis the ease in France)—so that the
people may everywhere linve free and easy access to the most enjoy-
able and beantiful features of their native land. This great boon,
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however, we shall never get by any of the usually proposed srstems
of land reform. The nationalisation of the land is the only measure
which will secare such benefits as these for the whole community.

The C'ensus returnsissued last year give ussome alarming information,
‘They tell us that the rural districts are almost universally becoming
depopulated, the towns becoming overcrowded, and land going out
of cultivation. The agricultural labourers have decreased 10 per
cent. in the last 10 years; in 13 counties the total population has
deoreased, and in 17 more the increase in each county was less than
10 per cent. That means that in all these counties the raral
districts are being depopulated, because the towns are generally
inerensing largely. 1n Hampshire the increase is one of the largest
—~very close upon 10 per cent. Yet one town, Portsmouth, alone
absorbs one-half the increate, and, if you add a lesser increase for the
other towns, you will see that there must be a decrease over a large
portion of the county. It follows that for 30 counties, two-thirds
of all England, the rural districts are being depopulated by the
people being driven away, frem their homes,

The land, too, is going out of cultivation. As much as one
million acres of arable land have been converted into pasture in the
last ten years, and the process is nuow going on even more rapidly.
People do not generally ask what that means, but it means some-
thing very =erious indeed. It 1s calculated by some of the most
eminent agricultmists of the Lingdom that 100 acres of “average
pasture land produce enough food for five men, while T00 neres of
average arable Jand will produce enough food for 250 men. Tt seems
ineredible that there should be such a difference, but the statements
are those of two ewvivent agriculturists, Mr. Il Scott Burn and Dr.
Hunter. T4 follows from these figures that when you put a million
acres back from arable to pasture, you destroy the feod for about two
mwillion of human beings.

A Lady : How can landlords make it pay to produce only enough
food for five instead of 230 men!?

Mr. Wullace: The food is a different class of fooed, The
pasture only produces animal food— mutton at ls. a pound. The
arable land produces potatoes and bread.

A Member : Five men will never pay as much as 250,
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Mr, Wallace: j Fira men pay ls per Ib. for meat, and the cost
of Inbour 1= far {ess to the landlord.

Mr. Pugliardini : §f it was turned into beer, milk, butter, and
cheese it wonid give more than corn. 1t does so in Francs.

Mr. Wallace: I take these figures from the authoritios named,and
give them for what they are worth.

A Member: The Jifference is in food produced by means of great
labour, while the grass is produced without labour,

My, Wallace : The fact of the depopulation and the turning
of land to & lower state of cultivation is cavsed by the direct action
of wealthy landlords, and it is the normal result of land being
Private property. Town land, as we all know, is worth from 10 to
30, and even 100 times as wmuch as rursk land, and this fact, with
the love P power over terants, and the dislike of independent poor
near their country seals, produces these terrible consequences. When
will people see that free access to land is absolutely necessary for
the welfure of the community ?

During the past year s considerable number of associations and
socipties for binddaw reform batve been formed, The Tiighland Tand
Law Reformn Association in I«ondon is ane of those, and a very
excellent one, with the object of securing fixity of tepure, fair rent,
compensativn for improvements, the reapportionment of the land to
man ingtead of animals, and assisting tenants to become owners.
We can only trust that they will go on in that course, and continue
to agitate till they get all they usk. There is also the local ¢ Lewis
Highland Land Reform Associution,” whose declired objeet is to
abtain o restommtion of the land of which the Lewis Islanders bave
been unjustly deprived, and which camne down to them from their-
forefathers. We have alsu the Scottish Land Restoration Teague, a
more recent association, which wag established in consequence of the
enthusiasm produced by Mr. George's lectures. This League has for
its declared object quite a different thing, *to shift the taxation on
to the land, and finally to take sll ground-rent for public purposes.”
This appears to me o be not only a very indirect method of Land
Reform, but to be useless, and even mischievous, becayse it leave
all power to the landlords, and does not necessirily tend to restore
the land to the people. To tax the great Highland landlords will
ouly make them get more out of the wealthy #portsmen who rent
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deer forests, and higher prices from all who want, and must have,
land for houses or other purposes, while it will not give the crofters
or the public any benefit whatever.

Aunother indication of the great interest felt in these questions,
anl everything connected with them, is shown by the series of
conferences nt the Health Exhibition on the Dwellings of the Poor,
and these conferences have brought out a few bold assertions of
fact on the land question, and some of the speakers have acknow-
ledged that the land is at the root of the matter. One of the papers
read was by Mr, C. M. Sawell, of the London City Mission and
Mansion House Committee. He says the housing of the poor is a
practical monopoly, and all monopolies being wrong, this particular
monopoly must somehow be destroyed. He then goes on to say:—
“The agricultural population of our eountry decreaced 10 per cent.,
or 91,550, between 18%1 and 1881. And +/ut are the inducements
offered to our industrious poor to remain in the country? Did God
Almighty create the land to afford pastime to a few great landlords,
or to grow corn for the service of man? This migration from the
country distriets to the towns must be checked; and not only so:
we want a migeation frorh the towns to the country, if the cries of
socinlism and communism are to be stopped. A land hunger is
coming upen the people, and 1 greatly fear, if they cannot ohtain
this ‘menns of subsistence ’ by honest means, Mr. George's dishonest
means will gain their attention and support. With the old race of
English yeomen again encouraged to oceupy their small freeholds,
ipstend of being improved off the Jand for the rearing of deer or
cultivation of game, some of the £20,000,000 given to the foreigners
for eggs, butter, vegetables, cheese, bacon, and hams might be pro-
duced at home, to say pothing of ‘jam. Until our political
economists can relieve our large towns of their plethora of hands,
with its consequent acute ond inbuman competition for labour—
leading to shirts made at 1d. or §d. apiece, trousers-finishing at 3id.
or 41d. per pair, mateh-hoxes at 2{d. per gross, the maker finding
brush, paste, fire, and factory—by making the country mreattractive
and Iarge towns less 5o, 1 see no hope of properly housing our poor
in any decent fashion, except by way of charity,” I bave read that
passage to show that there are some who speak plainly on the funda-
mental cause of the misery and degradation of our people,
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1 must now say a few words on theimportant publications of the year,
Professor Thorold Rogers's admirable history,  Six Centuries of
Work and Wages,” is a most instructive piece of original research,
thoroughly radical in sympathy and feeling, though 1 am sorry te
see that JMr. Rogers has not come to our way of thinking on the
land question. He gives us, however, some very interesting and
suggestive facts. After a review of the whole history of our working
classes for six centuries, he says, that from 1732 to 1821 was the
very worst period of English labour, when the labourers were the
worst off, and labour was paid for at a very low rate—a rate which
would nat, aud did not, support life, and was systematienlly supple-
mented by wewis ol the Poor Law. That was the period, or one
just sueceeding it, to which Giffen and others refer when they com-
pare the high rate of wages to-day with that of some time back, for
the purpose of showing that everything is now as it should be.
Again, Professor Hogers says, “in a country of small agricultural
proprietors, hired labour is alwavs absolutely and relatively dearer.”
That is important. We want to make labour dear, and untii we do-
that we cannot raise the labourer. Permnnent high wages are essen-
tial to a nation’s veal prosperity. Another important fact is brought
out in Protessor Logers’ review, namely, that in the 13th century,
and afterwards, eight howrs was the regular day’s lubour; all day
work was reckoned in that way, so that the labourer lLad an
advantage then which he is now striving to obtain. Mr. Rogers.
strongly advocates cottage farms, but, unfortunately, he does not
show us how they are tv bu got, or how kept when they are got.
He opposce Land Nationalisation, but has evidently not studied it
in any way., He speaks, for example, of “George's remedy of
universal confiseation,” whieh, he suys, “will include not only
palaces and parks, mansions and farms, but every freehiold cottage
or homestead in which working men have invested the savings of
thuir lives. (Laughter.) That shows he has not in the slightest
degree grasped the ditference between land which no man made, and
projerty which men have ecreated- a  difference which is the
essence of our teaching as well as of that of Mr. George,

We now come to one of the most vecens books published this year
—The Land and the Labouter,” by the Rev. C. Stubbs, a Bucking-
hamshite clergyman. Being strongly imepressed with the desirability
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of getting the labourers on the land, and being in possession of a
considerable glebe, ho let out 22 aeres in half-acre allotments to
lubouring parishioners, at three guineas an acre. The Lnd is heavy
clay land, not very well drained, but with good aspeet and slope.
e kept an acre himself to get practical knowledge, eultivating it
by paid labour, and on the average of six years made a net protit of
A3 8. per annum per acre. We may be sure the labourers would
work much more economically than that, and their work being ald
free, they would make a great deal more profit, in addition to the
value he paid in wages. The most interesting thing he brought out
is this, 1Ie showed that these rude, ignorant agnicultural labourers
produced better crops and more food off these small pieces of land
than the largest and best farms in the kingdom. In this particular
parish where Mr. Stubbs lives, the ordinary farmer’s average of
wheat is 23 bushels per acre ;"Mr. Lawes, the great scientitic farmer,
on a somewhat similar soil in the adjoining county, has an average of
3G bushels. The uverage of these Buckinghamshire labourers is 40
bushels ; Lawes's mnaximum of 36 years is 55 bushels, and one of
these poor labourers has got 57 Lushels, so that he actually beat the
highest scientitic farming in England on the same kind of ITand.
{Applause.) - Mr, Stubbs points out the immense social and material
benefit to the poor in these small holdings, and shows clearly how if
the landlords of the country choze, they could give the poor all these
advantages without loss to themselves. The common statement is, that
cottage building does not pay. 1f yvou Luild n cottage for a labsurer
without land, it does not pay, bus if you build the same cottage, and
give an acre of land with it, you may charge a higher rent, and it
will puy. Another thing is important in these experiments, the
complete answer they give to the bugbear always thrust in vour face
when you talk of giving the poor land-—that they cannot cultivate
the land without eapital. Capital is a thing which will necessarily
grow. Look at the fact of this poor man getting a higher crop of
wheat than the highest scientific farming—and withcut eapital,
(Applause.) He had only his own labour, and & fow sixponces put
by, but in & few years he woull be able to cultivate a small farm.
The result of giving free access to the Innd would be that the best of
these lubourets would in a very short time take these small farins,
having obtained the necessary eapital by their own savings. The
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proposition of philanthropists always is, you must advance capital to
these men. T thinkit is one of the worst things you could do in the
settloment of this question toputaman,whe hasnever farmed,ina good-
sized farm with borrowed capital; in this way you willalmost certainly
ruin him. But if vou let him have an acre to begin with, and another
acre or two as he requires it, he will abtain experience, step by step,
and gradually secumulate Lis own capital, which is infinitely better
than giving him money. 1 was asked the other day whether I had
read s book entitled ¢ Sinnett's Pmctical Husbandry,”  In that work
there is an account of a linen-draper who got two acres of land in
his native place, after spending a large part of his life behind the
counter, He sat down on this land to cultivate it, and lived upon
it. He had two acres of admirable pasture land, which he bought
for £240—freehold. From that time he has been living upon the
two acres, and bringing up his family apon it. Until he tosk this
freehold this man never had in his hand an agrienltural hoplement.
Yet he invented new tools, and has written on < How to feed pigs,”
and ** How to grow three crops on the same land,” and he affords a
wonderful example of what may be done even by people who have
lived in towns all their lives. (Applause.) He says that he has
health and peace of mind, which he never had before. This book,
taken together with Mr. Stubb’s experiences, prove conclusively
ihe falsity of the statement constantly made, that small farming does
not pny—that it wouil not be any good giving the labourers land
beca se they could not live upon it.  We see, however, that ordinary
labourers, and even some shoplkeepers, can cultivate the land, and
make more profit than the averngze, or even than the highest seientific
farmer.

Now, 1 come to a most important hook, ene of the most important
ard remarkable I have ever read, Heury Lieorge’s ' Social Problems.”
I consider this book to be even more powerful than the same writer's
“ Progress and Poverty,” and calcunlated to do more good. It gives
you a sketeh of tlie varicus aspects of our social condition fromn the
point of view of evolution. It is, therefore, strictly a philosophic
worle ; and deserves to be carefully studied on that account only-
At the same time, it is so free from technical political economy and
speculations of that kind, that the least educated reader can under-
atand and enjoy it.  Intwenty-two short chapters such questions are
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dealt with as: “The Wrong in Existing Social Conditions,”
“Unemployed Labour,” *“The Effects of Machinery,” “The
Functions of Government,” &¢. The whole of the chapters are
written in the briiliant style of which the author is a master. Every
chapter bears upon the Land question. Every chapter brings
out fresh arguments and iliustrations on the wrong and evil
of land monopoly. I am sorry to say, however, that there
is one blot in this great and woondexrful book—the illegieal chapter
entitled “The First Great Reform.” After showing that it is the
monopoly of land by the few that is the fundamental wrong, and that
free access for allto the land is the fundamental necessity, he proposess
not to secure this, but something quite different—to tax land, and,
ultimately, “to take as near as possible the whole ground rent for
common purposes’—nothing else whatever! It is clear that this
would be utterly useless ; that it would not give the labourers land,
and therefore would not raise wages, It would tend. on the contrary,
to intensify the wonopoly of land, because the landlords, possessing
the houses and other improvements as well as the land, would raige
the price of these improvements to recover what they had lost in
tazation. And this could not be prevented, because the owners of
a necessary of life are masters of the situation, and can command
any prices which these who must have these necessaries are able to
pay. It is, therefore, absolutely impossible that such & courme as
Blr. George proposes should produce any good whatever.

Auother remarkable book is called “ Du Teuple,” by M.
Romuin Delaune, published in Paris in 1881, just about
the time 1 published my book, and when Ueorge's book first
bocame known. It is a history of the past and present
state and condition, and suggested proper future, of the
working classes. A curious thing is, that we all, quite independently
armved at very nearly the same results, Ile maintains land
nationalisation as the essential feature of his system. There is one
suggestive passage:—' The true proprietor (of land) is not even the
exirting nation—it is the race past, present, and future; the earth
lends itself to all, and to each, passing from hand to liand, and from
age toage, but gives itself to none.” (Applause) Ithinkthatisa
great and suggestive truth. ( Renewed applause.)

A considerable number of pamphlets have been published during the
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year, showing how deep is the public feeling on the question. The
first f must mention is on “The Political Economy of George,” by
our member Mr. B, 8, D. Williams, of Maivern, which gives an
excellent summary and defence of some of Mr. George's novel
views. Mr. {. (. Cattell's tract, “The Land: How to
Make it Feed the Poople and Pay the Taxes,” is a very
good exposition of the evils of landlordism, withh a proposal for
nationalisation by compulsory purchase from the landlords.  Ithink
that has been shown to be impracticable. Tlere is also a brochure
by William Trant, “ The Question of the Day,” which is a powerful
address on the Land ¢uestion, but adopts (reorge’s illogical proposition
totaxrent. Thereisuanotherinteresting pamphlet by G. C. Thompson,
barrister-at-law, entitled, ¥ A Neglected Aspect of the Land Question,”
whicl: exposes the iniquitous legal powers of landlonds, the full
exercise of whicli, the author mnintains, “wonld render England
uninhabitable.” There isalso a little book, * Millionaires the Cause
of Poverty,” by T. A, Binney. It is very foreible, showing the
striking increase in millionaires in recent vears, and the coneomitant
and consequent increase of pauperism. The Rev. Thomas Meager, a
priest in Treland, has written n pawmphlet on the general law of
Iandlord and teoant, with sugeestions for occupying ownership on
the plan proposed by the late Mr. Scully, M.P,

Finally, we have Gitlen's ¢ Progress of the Working Classes in the
Last Hulf Century,” which isa piece of pure special pleading, full of
errory, fallacies, and illogical statewments, the author utterly ignoring
the real eanses which produce the depopulation of the country, and
the congested state of the towns, with their terrific consequences.
This is o paper which has been highly praised in high quarters,
and will probably be soon answered in detail,

In gur colomies the snbject is also attracting attention. Mr. John
Quick, LL.D, M.P. for Victoria, has sent me a *“ Ilistory of Land
Tenure in Vietoria.” Mr. Thompson also sends n pamphlet on land
tenure in Queensland. My, Quick says in his preface :—*The
wholesale alienation of the public lands, and their stealthy but rapid
absorption into large estates, is a erime and a calamity which can
anly be averted by the steady, intelligent, and irresistible opposition
of the people of Vietoria to a policy at once demoralising and
destructive,” )
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This history is most instructive. It gives you a parallel to the rise
and growth of landlordism in this country, in the rise of the squatting
interest in the Colonias, These squatters monopolise many hundreds
of square miles, and notwithstanding numerous Acts of Parliament
passed to prevent this monopely from being effective, they have all
failed. Squatters have slways found the means of evading these
Acts and turning them to their own benefit, so that the monopoly goes
on to this day, and produces disastrous results,

The widespread interest in the Fand question, as manifested in
Parliament, in Society, in Liternture, and in the daily Press—of
which I have now given you an imperfect sketch-—is most
encouraging for the success of our movement. The npathy and
indifference with which the whole subject hax hitherto been regarded
hias passed away, and when inqguiry once begins onr work is half
done. Already we hear less of the old Liberal panncea—-free-trade
in land—as being the all-in-all of land reform, and that dogma will
soon be dead and buried. How great is the advance in pnblie
opinion may be shown by the way in which the Press now treats the
land problem. Two weeks back that very Conservative-Radical
journal, the Spectator, in an article on Bosnia as the _{usfrian
drelaid, after showing how closely the conditions of Ireland are there
reproduced, with identically the same results, concludes thus :—
“ No fact is better estublished than that ciltivating ownership s the
ondy sure cure for agravian troubles, and whers whole poprlatioNs are
eagiged in the cultivation of the soi, as in Irelond and Bosnia,
landlordism is wlmost necessarily « disastrowe feutlure”

This is a great advance, and study of the subject may convince
the Spectetor that landlerdism is sn equally disastrous failure
in England, where it directly produces that rural depopulation and
town-congestion, that dependenee upon other countries for food
which we could grow in supernbundance at home if our labourers
were allowed to cultivate their native soil for themselves, and that
consequent paralysis of home trade which seems now to have
become chronie, and for which there iz no other sufficient
explanation.

It *cultivating ownership” is the “only cure” for these
“disastrous failures” of landlordism, some form of Land Nationalisa-
tion is absolutely necessary, for in no other way can you secure
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universal * enltivating ownership ” to begin with, or keep it when
you have once got it.

Looking, then, ut the character and extent of the movement now
going on—considering that the masses are acquiring edueation, and
will =oon have political power—and knowing that our cause is
founded on immutable JTsTICE, We cannot doubt our ultimate, and,
perhaps, not very distant, success. 'We have now reached a turning
point in our career. The tide of public opinion is setting in our
direetion, It is for us to take the fullest advantage of it, to work
earnestly and unremittingly in the good cause, in the firm conviction
that truth is great, and will surely prevail.

et T N KR

FREE LAND FOR A FREE PEOPLE.
By CHaxiks Mackay, LL.I, Honorary Memiber of the Socisty.
{Written for the Society.)

L

Thank (Fod for the SKanshine, the Air.and the Sca,
For the Rain and the Dew, ever free to the free '—
Yo landlords can parecl them out. or copapire

To sell them. or tax them. or let them on hire ;
And close up with barrivrs, what Nature design'd
In Mercy and Love for the needs of mankind !

IL.

There's n break in the clouds.—there’s a gleam in the sky,
There s a biautiful star, brightly shining on high,

That herabls the dawn of thy long-promisal day.

When Bight shuli be Misht and sisnll Aoarish for aye :—
When ran on the strenvih of hia manhowd shiall stand,
To enjoy and possess aind replenizh the land !

111,

With our faces tn 1loaven and our fect on the sod,

We swear by the Faith thae we cherishin tiol—

Ry the breeze of the sky. Ly the light of the sun.

That the Land shali be ours, and that Right shall be done.
Hear it, ye tyents that hohl usin thrall !

God the great Giver gives freely to all?



REPORT

Frescited to the Members of the Society at itg Third

Anrval Meeting.

In presenting jis Report, the Executive feela ileelf in a position to
congratulate the Members n the improved pesition and prospects of the
Society. It is not so much that this improvement is thown financially,
as it is in the number of the Society's Members being now more
than double what it was twelve montha since, and in the steadily increaning
work of the Society, the correspondence, especially, becoming? daily
more cnercus, The Report, which is chiefly an account of work done,
ia conveniently divided under the heads of Lectures, Literature,
Branches, Parliamentary Election, and Journalistic Work.

Le«rUkES.—The lecturing arrangements for the past season haveresulied
in the delivery of twenty-one lectures, namely, seven by the Society’s
President, being two at Bristu!, two at Newcastle-on-Tyne, one at West
Hartlepoo), one at Derby, and one in Londun ; eleven by Mias Helen
Taylor (a Vice-Preaideat of the Society), being cight in Wales, at
Mostyn (two), Bala, Aberysiwith, Maeatig, The Werne, Flint, Bagillt ;
«ne at Sheflield, one at Liverpuol, one at Hartlepoel: one by Mr,
Joaathan Taylor at Eltham ; one by Mr. T. H. Ellivtt at Camberwell ;
and one by Mr. Lioyd Jones at Leicester. 1o the Society the direct
<ost of these lecturea has been 'as will be seen from the balance-sheet)
but £2 11s. 3d. Thix is due to the generosity of the lecturers, and thut
of those under whose immediate maunagewent the lectures were severally
delivered. 'To Miss Helen Taylor the Society is particularly indebted
for her untiring zeal and financiai suppurt, eepecially in connectivn
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with lectures in Wales. Besides ber lecturea above mentioned, Miss
Taylor has delivered during the season about as many more on Land
Nattonalisation for other societies,

LrrewaruRE, —During the past year the Society has continued to cir-
cvlate its pamplilets and leaflets to the full extent of ite ability. The
waut of funds, however, hisa provented it from doing so to anything
like the extent that so  effective a means of education demands.
The additiuns t: the Society’s literature during the year have been:
a very uscful ““Protest” for signmature by Prof. F. W. Newwan
{n Vice-President of the Society) ; The © Why " ond the © How” of Land
Nationalisution, by Mr. Wallace, the President (being s reprint of
an article in reply to Prof, Fawcetts on Nte Sociulizm, both
of which articles appeared in Meewillun's Magazine of June, August,
and Septewmber last); T%h¢ Lund ux Nutimal Property, by Prof. New-
man: e to Foporiment o Land  Notionolisation, by Mr. Wallace ;
Lmd wad the Family in Choa, being a translation of a portion of au
article by G. E. Simon, forwerly Freuch Consul in Chira; The Great
Land  Suit, by Mr. H. Hutchinson; and Ruaning Nofes or the
Panpliet by e, Saneiel Sudth, MP., entitled @ Ntiviwd Progress end
Lorerty’” Twing a bricf réply Ly Prof. Newman to that pamphlet.
The publication of a third edition of Mr. Wallace's Lund
Nutionadisation  at &1 may also here bhe npoticed, and it is
hoped that the members of the Bociety will exert themaelves indi-
vidually to make this unanswerable boak much tore widely known.
The remaindel of the recond edition, which was purchased by the Society,
has been entirely and profitably cireulated.  In connectivn with the
alilject of literature, i nay also Lo stated that by the iefluence of one of
ita members, the Soeiety ean snpply at Jess than half the published price
that excelient work to the student of land systews, Primitive Propecty,
by Proi. Emile de Laveleye.

Braxcnes --It is to be regretted that the want of more strength to
ment the lecturing demand has seriously limited the formation of
Branches, and two only have been actually formed, one at Mostyn, and
one at Newcastle-on-Tyne.  Other Rranches, however, will, it is believed,
be shortly formed at Tottenhawm, in West Kent, at Hartlepool, in Wales,
and in New Zealand,

Closely assuciated with the subject of Dranches is that of Societies,
at home and abroad, with the samwe object as the Land Nationalisation
Society, From the inability of some of the most energetic members of
this Society to coneur with its consideration to Jandlords, or other
principles, they seceded from it, and eventually formed the lite ** Land
Reforin Uniow,”  That Scciety, now kiown as “*The Englishh Land
estoration Leagne,” has, by means of Mr. Henry Gecrges lecturing
tour, effected a very successful agitation throughout the kinzdom, and
more especially i Scotland, where a strong association kuown as *‘ The
Seattish Land Restoration League ” has Leen established.

In New Zealand a Land Nationalisation Society exists, and seems to have
vigorous Iife, and another is said to be forming, or is formed in Austra-
lia, at Meibourne, under the avspices of Mr. C, E. Jones. editor of The
Peaple’s Pritame thero. The former Seciety hus its chief centre at
Dunedin, and Mr. Stout, ex-Atboriey-Gieteral, is oneof its active leaders.
A third Land Natiouulisation Soviety abroad, prubably the inosk
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werful one of all, is Mr. Henry George's * Free Soil Society,” nf New

ork, U.S.A.. which is stated to bave branches in mest of the chief
towns of tho Union.

Here, too, it may be mentioned that in feptember, 1382, news reached
this country of the partial acceptance of the Land Xationalization principle
by the New Zealand Legmslature, and to Bir Geurge (irey and his col-
leagues the congratulations of this SBociety wers sent, Shortly afier its
Jaat  Annual Mesting the following acknowledgment from  Sir
(George Grey was received, and published by the Press of this
<ountry :—

Kawan, X, Zealand, Juue 17th, 15883.
My Drarw Sik,

I received with much pleasnre your letter conveying to me a copy
of the resolution passed at o mecting of the Council of the Land
Nationabisation Soeiety, in reference to the legislative action taken by
the New Zealaud Tegishiture in reference ta the Land Question.

1 communicated a copy of the resolution to my late eolleagues, I
have receiverd the replies of all hut one of them to my letter, and they
all participate in the pleasure which I have expressed to you.

‘T hope during the present Session of the Legislature some advances
will be made m the direction of the Nationalisation of Land in thia
colony ; any informatien you can from time to time atford me, may be
of great use here.

Faithfully yours,
{Signed) G. Grev.
The Hon. See., Land Nationalisation Society,

PARLIAMENTARY ELrctioN.—In view of the approaching Getreral
Election, it may be stated that the Exceutive has adopted {on repurt of a
Sub-Cemmittee; the following three guestions, to be pressed upon
Mcembers of Patliament snd candidates fur Parliament on evely avail-
able occasion :—

1. Are you in favour of the Nationalisation of the Land !

2. Are you acquainted with Mr. A. R. M allace’s schema to effect it ?

3. Will yeu support any movement in that direetinn ! b

The attention of the Society's members is earnestly direcied to thesa
guestions, and to the imperative need for carrving out the course indicated

Public protest has aiready been made hy the Society, and, whenever
possible, wiil be made by it,azainst illegal enclosure and sale of Common-
land. The Executive recentiy became aware of the enclosure of a portion
«<f the road margin from Hmlemere to Farnhawm, the sale of which,
together with some 40 acres of adjeining Jand, nceuired on tire 26th ult.,
at the Mart, Tosenhuuse Yard, by Mesare. I'rior and Newson,  Several
members of the Executive attended, and protested against the iileyality
of the sale, and stated that the purchaser should not expect peaceful
possession.

JouRNALISTIC WoRE.—A considerable number of letters, mostly contro-
vereial, and written by the President, Prof. F. W, Newman. the
“Treasurer, the Ion. Sceretary, the Aasistant Seeretary, aud by Mr. C.
Lee, Mr. Reynolds, and Mr. Winder, of the Executive, have appeared in
various London and provincial journals. As this mode of working
is a0 highly important, 1t ia most desirable that the tnembers of the Scciety
should engage in it, whenever able, and make ure of the local Iress
to ‘““apread the light.”
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The following is a list, representing the chief portion of the journals,
London, provineial, aud colonial, which give suppurt, ot fair hearing, to
the cause -

Marl: Lane Ecpress. Wesirrn Daily Press.

Feho, Nourthern Ensiyn.

Tiners, Greenvele Adrertizer,

Duity News, Glasgoe Weeldy Mail,

Puail Matl Gazrite, Hwi! Erpress,

Daily Chronicle. Nupflk Neira,

Referec. Newcastle Evamimer,

Druth, Nuaweostie Clronicle.

Public Opinion. . Shkefiield and  Rotherham  Daily
Nineteonth Century. Indvperdent.

Westminster Licview, Blaekliru Times.

Modern Llcriew. Chester Chramivle.
Contewmporary Leciew. Nuoribern Feho,

Reynetd's Newspaper. i Novtle British Daity Meadl,
Hoeekly Times. i P!‘HIJI(‘.S Jowrnef, Dandes,
Christian Commomeealth, - Steuthmore Addeertiser, Porth,
Christien Soeialist, . Ross-shive Jenrnal,

Churel Reformer., C Freemon’s Jowrnnd,

Em‘nu'rﬂ.r'. aunstor EI}H‘E&.?,

Unitarinn Merald, = Rudney Morning Ieraf .

The Liberal (Sydney, N.S.W.}
Adeliicle Ohvereer,

The Peopie's Jouraad, Melbontne.
Kuapundu Herald, NS, W,

Olgo Witneas (K.Z4.)

Daily Telewropl, Launceslon,
Buoston Herald, U5, A,

The Executive, in conclusion, has the pleasurs to make the first
annguncement of bequest to the Society. Two members of the Society
desire to have some land that they hold devoted to promote the reali-
saticn of the Land Nationalisation principle. 1)ne of these members
has bequeathed a freehold interest to the Society, and 1he fact is happily
recorded that these, the tirst oferings of the kind to the Society, are
both from members of the Medical prafession.

Viewing the rapid growth of the Land Nationalisation movement,
as shown by the number of kindred associations that have been
formed since the advent of the Land Nationalisation Society, the Ixecn-
tive trusts that the members wmay find in this evidence that they are
working to good purpose, a powerful incentive to increased effort.

National Reforneer,

Marmilla's Mugnzine.,

Red Dvagon, vr Maguzine of Walcs.
Celtic Moyazive,

LoDy,

Finenciol Reformer.

Covperative Newa,
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Crown Svo, pp. xiv.—244, Original Edition, Cloth, price 5s. Cheap
Edition, paper cover, 8d ., by post. 11d.; limp clotk, Is, 6d., by
post, Iz 8d.

LAND - NATIONALISATION;

ITS NECESSITY AND ITS AIMS.

Being a Comparison of the System of Landlord and Tenant
with that of Occupying Ownership in their Influence on the
Well-being of the People,

By ALFRED RUSSEL WALLACE.

Author of * The Malay Arehiipelage,”’ '* Flamd Life,” &re., &c

LAND NATIONALISATION
SOCIETY TRACTS.

5 d.
1.—The and Diffizolty :—How shall we deal withit?... ... ... Per1001 0
II.—The Laurl for the Peopls ... .. . n 10
11I,—How Land Natiopalisation will benefit Honaeholders
T.sbourers, and Mechanics {A. K. Wallace] ... ... .. " a9
1V.—The Times and Land Nationalisation {J. A. Parker) ... ... ' 10
V.—Laod Tenure Reform (Professor F, W, Newman) ... ... ... n 10
V1.—The Why and the How of Land Nationslisation (A. R. Wallace) ... 12 ©
VII.—The Land as National Property (Professor F. W. Newman)... 0
VII.—How to Experiment in Land Nationalisation (A, R. Wallace)... 1 0
IX.—The Great Land Suit (H. Hutchinson) ... .., e e B0
X,—ltunniog Notes on the Pamphlet by Mr. Samuel Sunth M P,
entitled * National I'rogress and Poverty” ... ... .., Per1001 6

Programmes of the Socieby ... ... ... ... .. . e " I 0



Al who are interested (and who are not?) in Land Law Reform

are cordially invited to become members of the Society, and to cssist
it in the formation of Branches, Copies of the Society's detailed

Scheme, Rules, and other Literature may be bad on application.

The Council, as far as possible, supply Lecturers where {riends find
& Chairman and a Public Room, and are always glad to hear from

those willing to co-operate in the mwovement.
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L.AND NATIONALISATION
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1884-5.

Established to cquitably restore to the Nation its Land, so that all
may have equal facilities to use and enjoy the Land, and equally
benefit by the revenue derived from it,

FRICE THREEPEXNCE.

OFFICE, 57 AxD 59, Lvroeate Hiry, Loxpow, E.C.



NOTICES TO MEMBERS.

Changa of residence should be notified to the Secretary.

Aa the woik of the Society is daily ineressiog, and sever«ly taxes ita resources,
thess who cannst increass their subsciiptions are invited to evince their zeal by
endeavourisg ta obtain additional members, or subscriptions to it. Literature,
for judicious diatribation, can Le had gratuitonaly on application to {he Secretary,
An average addition of only oi2 new member by each present subscriber would
woulle the strength of the soiety, and yuadruple its effeiency,

It is reepecifully requested that the Secretary bLe informed of any matters
relating to the Land (}uestion that may appear either in the London, Provin:al,
or Foreign T'rese.

FORM OF BEQUEST.
Those friends who may be disposed to assist the Society by beqmest should
use the following form ;-

I give and Wqueath to the Treasurer or Trousurers fir the time

being  of the Lard  Nolwnalfsation Socicddy the suwin of

£ : : , Jree of Legacy Duty, to be paid oul o

such of wip jersenal Mstate as com be lawfaily appl od for ik

turgese, and fo le wvsed for the b fit of Che soid Scciety

as its Frecutive Commitiee moy think groper”

MEMBERSHIP.

Councarrence with the Soeiets’s prineiples of Lapd Natisualisition, and
Annual Enteerintion to iw funds, are the conditions of membersbhip. A
Donation of £3 )., or more, confers Life membership.

REGULATIONS FOR BRANCHES,

T,—B:anches of the Jand Nationslization Society are required to accept the
general priveiples of the parent Society.

2,—Each Branch is expected to contribute, annually, one-fourth of its snbscrip-
tives tu the parent Society,

3.—Fach Branch shall farpish to the parent Society a yemily report of its
proceedings and a statement of its pusition.

4.—Fuch Brauch, for every one hundred of its members, or portion thereof, may
elect & representative, who shall be entitled to a seat and vote on the
Council of the pareut Society.

Rranches will, us far as possiile, ba assisted with lectorers, and it ia desirable
: tha!: ezch Branch should bave delivered wnder its auspices at least two lectures
each vear,

The literature published Ly the parent Society will be supplied to Branches at
cost price,

The attention of Branches is particularly directed to the use of the local papers
a8 8 means of propagandism,



COUNCIL.

PrEsipENT.

ALFRED BU33EL WALLACE, LL.D., P.R.G 2, Frith Hill, Gudslming.

VICE PLESIDIST =,

TEIMOND G, FITZRERALN. o FProfesror FLOWLONTWM Y,
L 1" GIRDLESTONE, B.A. Oxon. | Miss BELEN TaY Lo R

TREASULER,
A. C. SWINTON®

1w, SECRETARY
A. MvcDONNELL."
Assy. Hlex,  SECLErwars
Wa, JAVE30N and C. AL WINDUSLL”

Hox, Fivaxcian SECRETALT,
1. 6. MOBZLLY."

s J. D. Alford, © Hracst Morley.

J G Aghley. - C. Mureay.

H. Atherton, B.C.3, . K Osen.

. (lmore Biruett. AL Parker,

E. H. Hood Buarrs, LL I3 © (awe, Dragh,

Kee, 3. KL Bengough, M. AL I *rAsv, Wo H Ruteliff, M.,
*A. G. Buatiifant. i WL Kecves.

B, T Craig (of Bdabins) W, Reyuolda

fi. Caoper (Easthoutne). i Elgar Lotinson (Isle of Man.)
PU0W. Rhys Davids 4 Lr-Csl. W, AL Hoss, PLGLS.
P8 Dik, M. i F. K, 3L Steele.

. P. Domoney, M. 8'mpton 8 B. Kev, Y. Travers Sherlo.y,

(Smethwick).
A. P, Snolgrass.
T.W Taanton.
Mra, W, Tl—.])b.
W, Trant
J. Tarle, M. D,
In Uriubert,
W. Volekman,
T. F. Wailer Rirnisgham),
J. Whyte (fnverass),
S Ih Willasus (Malvero).
Howard Wiiliam-, 3L,
*EOL Winder

LR Tronglas (Liverpoo. i
(ah 0L ML Eulel

*T. H. Elljott.

A. Halstead (Harrogatel
CE Huezidl,

W. Hicks ( Fasthourne).
H. Hutchinson {Derly).
Speneer Jacksow,

Rsv, E. sy Juaes, Pu.D. (Mosyn’.
H. . Lewis,

H. W, Ley.

B. Luaecrafr, M.L.9,B.
Chas. Mackay, LL.D.

Those inarked with an * and the Gfficers constitute the Executive Commitiee.,

A3sSISTANT SECRETARY,

Rort. B. HOLT.
AMay 13¢k, 1835,

.

A

H]



The Soziety earnestly doaires to cularge the arex of its work, but the
vigour of its aetion depends upen the financial means at its disposal.
Spocial appeal is therefore made to all who realisy that thy extent of
the Nation's perilous paupzrism and increasing misery is primarily due to
the existing system of land tenure.  They are invited to give effect to
their convictions either by personal effurt in commection with the Society,
or by such pecuniary aid as they can afford to give it.

Remittances may be sent to the Treasurer, A, C. Swinton, 47 and &%,
Ludgate Hill, London E.C. Cheques tu be erossed * The Union Bank
of London, Charing Cross.” PO OrdLrs to be mad. payable at Ludgate

Circus, London, E.C.

Allwho ara intcrested (2nd who arz not®) in Land Law Reform
.
are coedially inviled to becorme members of the Society, and to assist
it in the formstien of Eranches.  Copies of the Society’s detailed Scheme

Rules, and other Literature may be had on application,

The Couneil, as far as possible, supply Loaeturers whers friends find
a Chairman and a Pueblic Room, and are slways glad to hear from those

willing to co-operate in the movement,



FOURTH ANNUAL MEETING

LAND NATIONALISATION SOCIETY,

A, I Warnraes, LLD, FILGE, 15 1ie Caalg,

PRESIDENT'S ADDHRESS.

Lapies axp GENTLEMEN,—

Althougl, as a geciety, we may not have made very great progress during
the pust year, yet our canse is bone the less advancing with giant strides, and
we may, I think. lay claim to havipg done good work in Lelping it on. In
o question which iego vast end which imvolves siieh micinentens issues it is
not to be wondered at that there is a great diversity «f ¢pinion, and that
people in general are somewhat coufused by the vegue and diseordsru
teachings of the public press.  Wlhile cor deetrines are far too vadieal for
the ordinary pelitician, a considerable body of cur Socixl st fricnds think v o
do not go far enough ; but we Lave confidence in the pesition we Lave tukon
up, and we already sce indicaticns thaet Loth purties are drawing heater
towards g, It iz, 1 1hink, 0 most onecwmagng signe 1hat the dogma of
“free trwde in fand,” which il guite rceoutdy was put forth as tle cre
anid ity needful lund reform, is now almest universally admitted tu e guite
insnifivient, anditis avewed that something morc isrequiredingdertoromedy
the terrible state of things brought about by unrestricted land-menopoly,
The disastrous overcrowding of towns and depopulation of tle rural
districts is now scught to be remedied by the estabiishment of joint-stock
societies, to set up - indostrial villages ™ and create a body of “ peasant
proprietors.”  These preposale inviriably receive the winm supprrt of 2l
a1l nene of our lolft‘;cal teackersseem Lo Luve

prties, including landtor;

uny misgivines as 1o the vuccess of this mode of renovating our soeial systom
on cominerviad prinviples.  Dut they have very imperfect knowledgu if they
think that such meusures will suflice, while the causes which year by vear
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conpel the rural population to leave their native villages nnd fleck into
the towns remain still inaction,  tm this jmpertant subject [ propose to
make a few remarks in conneetion with the most recent, und in many ways
the most noteworthy, of these proposals, “ T/e Smadl Furwe wnd Laburerers
Holding Company,” as to the merits of which the Press has been almost
unanimous and has blown the trumpet in its praise accordingly.

This company is essentially u landlord’s movement, since I find among its
founders and supporters the names of sixteen great landholders, and a large
number of the jnnior brarches of noble wnd Lndlord fumilivs,  The sixteen
ereat landlords—ftrom Dukes downwards—who attended at the meeting at
which the Boc’ety was founded, or wrote expressing their wann approval of
it, hold between them more than halfa million coresof land. The speakerswho
represeuted them at the meeting all expressed their semse of the vusg
importance of small farms and peasant-holdings. The country was Leing
ruined for the wantof them ; and, secordingly, theseholders of half-a-mitlion
acres praposed that the public should subscribe money and buy other
people’s land (when and where it happenud to Le for sale). and establish the
small farms and peasant-Licldings in regions quite away from the sacred
half-millien acres owned by themselves ! It neversceins to have oceurred to
them, or to anyone present, that no * Company ™ was nceded, that not a
penny npeed be raised, that sceretaries and divectors and chai men 1with
their respeetive salaries) were qunite unnccessary, if the owners of the half-
million of acres then present would agree together thut each and all of themn
wonld divide their own estates into * small farms,” would thomselves allow
“Iabonrers " to have © holdings,” wonld permit pepulation freely o gicw
on their Tands, letting everyone. in fuct, whe wanted land for personal cocu-
pation have it on a permanent tenure, at the same rentsas the fanners now
pay for it.  I[ only heff of the S0 acres were 20 used. it woubd supply
5,000 small farins at an average of 25 ueres. wd 40000 Tabourers” holdings at
an average of 2 aeres—about G7.000 additional familics sctiled on the land,
of a population of over a guarter of a million,  How Jong will it be before
the * Society 7+ Limited” will o as much as this = Willic be able to doas
much in 10 years, or 20 vears, ot even 50 yvears—i it shoahd continue to
exist s long 7 I feel pretiy confident that it will not; while what it docs
do will Le far less beneficial, because, instewd of allowing population to flow
naturally over the Lind. people themselves deciding where they cun best pot
2 living upon it. they will T forced to live only on the particular farms and
ostates that may bue purchased by tlis or similar companies, while the rest
of England, Scotland, and Ircland remains subject to the very same in-
fluences which have depopulated and continue to depopulate their turwl
Iands.

Xow, is it not a most suzeestive fact that not one of the landlords
present promised to do anything of the kind, but by their silence made it
pretty elear that they intended, as heretofore, to keep their own estates

-
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quite free from such low thingsas “ small farms * and “labourers’ Lholdings.”
Une landlord mdeed, Sir R, Loyd-Tindsay, offered the Company an estate
of W ucres, which he had just pnrchased in Berkshire at £10 an acre, # on
any terms they might snggest ™ but he was careinl to add that it wasnotin
the division of the conuty which he inhabited, This was apparently stated
in order not to set the bad example of allowing poor peopls to have land
in the neighbourhood of a great Jandlord’s own domsin— a thing evidently
riost repulsive to the landlord mind ! One of the nolile speakers referred
to the fact that they wonld have * to face the expense of transfer ™ and to
the necessity of having muny small owners together in order that they
could bire harscs, with muny ather difficdties which are altogether
imaginary, or would be obviated i they would simply let people have land
where they requive I @ud i a avenre fenore, One—and so far ns 1 can Lear,
only wne —tandlord in all England has doue this —Lord Tollemache. On his
estates in Cheshire aixd Soffulle he has numerons small farms, and o very
Targe ones @ he allows every lalourer to have cnongli land to keep & cow

atd e allows awyhody-— mechanics, or retired tradesmen-- to purchase or
Yeuse land to build and live upon, with ample space for gardens, and a field
or two {u addition at a fair rent wherever they desive it.  And the resalt
is, that here i3 a little oasis of comfurt and contentinent in the midst of
the wilderness of misery and discontent produced by landlordism,  Here
therve is no agricnltural distress, the fanuns are eagerly scught after-—the
tenure of them bheing practically petmanent at faic rents— the labowring
population are well off and contented, and the furmers tind that these
independent and well-to-do labourers are the best of workmen, and, as the
correspondent of the Deily News, anva, *are loud in praise of the system.”
Rieange to say. Lovd Tollumache s desevibed as a Tory of the old seliool,
It he evidently realiscs ax a fact, what others only state as a theory, that
property is a trust, that the people have w right to liave land to live and
work upon, und that to wlow them freely to have it is not only u great hoon
to them and te socicty, bat is equally beneticial to the landlovd himsclf. 40
boncur to hing for haviug so censistently-acted upon these convictions?
Tlut what are we to think of those landlopds who, having liad this example
Fefore them for half-a-century. even now make no attempt to follow it, bot
<ome hefare the public as promoters of the * Swmall Ferm aud Lolwvrers
I0ding Compey ¢ Limited )" o company formed to thraw dust in the cves
of the publie, to find purchasers for otherwise unsaleable farms. und to
keep the abjectionable “sinali fanuers ™ and # labourers ” us far removed as
possilde from their own estates,

L onder to show you the magmitude of the evils which this precious
Company is sunposed to e adegnate to remedy, T will zive you afew facts
8 to rupxd depopulation which are not generally known, as they have been
allowed 1o remiin buricd o the Census Reports,

- - . - N - +
There are in England and Wales 2,775 registration sub-districts, each
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countaining four or five parishes, and the population of those is given for
the last two censuses, showing their increase or diminution. Thinkiny that
this would afford the means of determining over what aréa the exodus of
the roral population to the towns has extended, I have drawn out a
table showing the proportion of each county in which the pepulation has
actually dbninished during the ten years 187181,  This table show us
that, with the exception of those counties which form residential suburbe
to London, and a few others which are thickly covered with snanyfacturing
towns, the depopulation extends to every part of England, and apparently
to almost the whole of the agricultural districts. The amouut of diminn-
tion of population in the Counties of England asnd Wales, aud
extending over more than half their area, is 308,841, But  this
by no means shows the amount of migration from these districis
For during the same ten years the population of the whole country
increased nearly 15 per cent, and rural populations  increuse
naturally much more rapidly than those of towns. The births in the
country are about three per cent. more, the deaths about twelve per cent.
less ; so that we cannot put the normal increase of the rurs! populations at
leas than 17 per cent. But the population of the decreasing areas in 1671 wus

4,476,000

Normal increase at 17 per cent, .. .. .. RUR Q00
Population ought tohave been .. .. .. §,78000
But the actual population by the censusis .. 4,567,000
Difference ce e ee o 1230800

We thus sce that the real exodus of the people frem these particular
districts has been nearly 1} million.  But cven this is not all; for, besides
these areas where the population has actually decreased there must be o
large additivonal area where they have increased /le-e thon the normal rate
uf {7 per eent,, and this inplies migration from a still wider area, Taking
fdc example a few typical counties, [ find that i Sussex, which shows but
a amall absolute decrease, the whole county except a few towns and their
suburbaun districts have increased much below the normal rate, implying
migration of the surplus rural population to the towns. In Hampshire
the same occurs, only Portsmouth, Southampten, and Clristchurch having
increased up toor beyond the normal rate. In Buckinghzmshire, not a
single sub-district has increased normally. In Noifolk the same. In
Ledeestershire only the towns and some of their suburban districts have
increased normally.  In Derbyshire only b cut of 25 sub-districts have
jncreased np to the normal atandard. In Cumberlund tle seaports only
have increascd nermally, the rest of the county showing a very slight
inerease or none, The couclusion we arrive at, therefore, is, that over the
whole of rurud England there has been a continucus flow of population to
the great towns, owing to the natural inerease of the population riot find-
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ing the meaus of existence elsewhere. Now, for the migratu. om age
districts which increased much below the normal rate, we may, I thisu,
fairly add three-quartersof a million, making, with the 1} million in the aress
of absolute decrease, a total of nearly twe mullions of people, who in ten years
only have been forced by the struggle for existence to leuve the country
for the towns!

Here we have the true dimensions of the evil to be grappled with, and
we see that it is co-extensive with rural England. Yet now, thelundlords,
who have themselves directly caused the evil by systematically refusing to
let land in * small farms ” or “ labourers’ holdings,” would have us believe
that it is to be adequately met by a *“ Limited Company,” having
established which they may contentedly repose upon their vast ancestral
estates, from which ** small farmers,” and * peasant holdinge” are rigidly
and gystematically banished! To such a scheme in the face of such a
great national crisis, the only fitting parallel is Mrs. Partington attempting
t0 keep cut the Atlantic with her mop!

Let us now turn to another subject. One of the most interesting
oocurrences of the present year was the Industrial Nemuneration Con-
Jerence in January last.  Although the matters discussed were very largely
mere side issues, yet some great questions affecting sccial economy were
brought forward, among which the Land Question occupied a prominent
place, and it was evident that Land Nationalisation was beginning to be
discussed among the working classes, though itz essential principles and
overwhelming importance are not yet well understood.

Among the more important papers — because anything coming Irom
the writer i3 sure to receive attention—was one by Mr. Frederic
Harrison, on * Remedies for Social Distress.” Owing to the limitation of
time there was no opportunity of replying to this paper, and T had in-
tonded to do so in detail in my present Address; but I find that this
would occupy far too much time, and I shall, therefore, confine myself to a
few remarks on two pointd pyly, one a matter of principle, the other
mainly a question of fact. T~

In arguing against the nationalisation of the Jand and the more equable
distribution of eapital which it woul(}\@fﬁ*’;mly bring about, Mr. Harviggn
maintaing that there is “ a universal tendency organised industry, rurai
or urban, towards the massing and not the dig{:‘fw capital;” and that
 increased concentration of capital is an indispeiable ‘fondition of modern
#uocesiful industry” And he concludes thus:—* In the face of this univers
sal law of modern industry, a law the more conspicuous the more free and
virgin be the field of tndustry, how idle would it be to look for any reyenera-
2ion of the industrial system to a natural dispersion of capital or land! In
the teeth of umiversal tendencies suck as these it is rather unnatural to struggle
for the revival of the equable distributin of capital and land which marke
the ruder types of society.”

Now, such genet al propositions as thinas to “ wniversal tendencies and lare”
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are ntterly valueless, nnless you can first prove that they exist and have
atiron under a social aystem founded on justice and freedom, and no such .
proof has been attempted. To illustrate what T mean, let us suppose Mr.
Harrison to have been a Roman of the Augustan yperiod. What wounld
then have been his argument as to universal “ social tendencies and laws ? ™"
Arguing with an advocate of free labowr and enterprise, as against a
syatem of slavery, he might probahly have said :—** The universal tendency
of madern progress is to divide men into freemen und slaves. Under this
system alone is eivilisation peesible. Without alavery you capnnot have a
highiy-cultivated, leisured class, able to produce thrse works of literature,
srt, and construction which are the marks of true civilisation. Al history
tells us the same stony.  Wherever you have civilisation yeu bave slavery
a8 its essentinl foundation, Look st the old civilisations of Egypt, India,
Assyria, and Greece, all alike dependent on the existence of v small, cul-
tured cluss. the possessors of myriads of slaves. To this eystem we owe all
the graml monuments and works of art which these ccuntrivs have pro-
duced, und whose ruins still exist. To this system we owe the rplendours
of Rome, the mistress of the world, and all that noble literature and art
and retivement which has never yet been gqmalled.” And he might havecon-
cluded almost inthe very wordshe hasused to-day—* I the teeth of vmirversal
tendencies suck us theae it & rather vanatural to struggle for @ vertral of the
untverscl perveenal freedum and  equality of conditivn which marks the
ruder types of society.”

The one argument is just as good, or as bad, as the nther. Eoth, in fact,
ave equally bad, because they both rest upon the assumpticn that men have
not equal rights io participate in the free gifts of nature to mian. When
ong partion of saciety possess the Laxp, with all the powers and natural
forcea which it containg, and the other, and far larger porticn, cannot even
work or live, cannot obtain aparticle of feod or clothing, except on such con-
ditions as 1he Lindholders collectively impose, thiey are—as Mr. George has
a0 well shown—-as truly slaves us were those who worked for Roman nobles
ot Sfouthern plunters. A systemn whicl, has grown up under these condi-
tions, and which is fonnded upon theyy eannot set itself up as a guide as to
wht are the “universal laws wr Vo deyeivs © of unfettered human induetry.

Tn sorie vespects, even, the yadorn sluve is worse off than his predecessor
in the ancent 814 o e ios yhe sluve of machinery and eapital. aud to
serve the purposes of his master is foreed to live inhuge cities far removed
from the health-viving iniluences and spentaneous gifts of nature, and thos
when, as so often happens, the capitalist hos no immediate need for his
1abour, he must sturve or live asa pauper.  Much is asserted of the crenomy
of this division «f labour and production on the most mgantic seale, but it
is Do Prue cconnpry, inasmuch as its results are te produce inordinate wealth
for the few, incessant labour with widesread poverty and discase for the

nany. True cronrmy is that which net only produces wealth freely but
disi-ibutes it Tairly ; tme economy miust tend to the egualisation of both
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waath and lahour ; true evonomy will not forve men to bo the slaves of
muchinery day aftecrday, with no opportunity for that reluxation pro-
dused hy change of labour, and that mental and physical invigoration
which reenlt from spending swome portion of their time in tilling the
woil tine fruits of which thes are themselves to gather, T s not trye
economy to place nwn in much w positien that wlan werk for an em-
ployer fuila they srv utterly unsble ta work for themsclves, Al this
in false economy; and yet this is the system which Mr. Harpison tolls ua
is founded upor © undversal lnw and teadency !

And when he descend - from the heixhits of vhetorie apd attempty
to suppart his argument by an asppeal to facts To ik not accurate.
He says: * The anciend  confrenvalx as o the great and  Hittle
evlture of land have nod ended A thiz: that for the loryest production of
cereal and stoel and for the hiyheat l!.‘f-ﬂlh.'ﬁ( _fm‘wfn_r; the bigg-acade eultive qt
Least iz ,‘,,(g,;,pm“!.fr." This no doubt is what istepeated over atd over aprain
by men who vlaim to be authovities, but it is simply untme. as 1 will prove
to yon by incontrovertible evidener. Lord Carrington hus recently stated
that hia KX allotment tenants in Buckinghashice gt a nett produce from
the Land of £40 sn scre, while the 2isf that a farmer can make out of the
sauie Lind is £7 a0 acre.  Here ishig and small farming compared by the
landiord, and his facts are supported by indepeodint oflicial evidence. Tt was
proved before the Women's und Chilidren’s Ewployment Commission in 1588
that  cottagers obtuined an average return of £96 an gere  wbove
the furmp rent.  Tbe Rev. Mr.  Stubbs  shows  thut his
allotments  at  Granborongh, in  Buckinghamshire, cultivated by
common lahourers, produced 60 per cent. more  wheat  than
the furmers’ aversze, snd 10 per cent. more than the average of the
highest scivntific farming. Thus a miilion labourers working for theni.
selves would produce fur mors wheat than the same lund does when culti-
vated by the must scientife farmers. Here is nn nctual fiwt, carefully
recorded, worth s whele volume of assertions that the thing cannot be.
And 8s to srock, Mt Little, the Assistant Commissioner ta the Royal
Cominission on Agricultury, in his ascount of Penstrase Maoorin Cornwall--
barsn land entirely reclaimed by the labour of peasinta aml miperss -
shows that those little peasunt holdings .prnduc:.- maore than deulde the
number of cattle and pigs per 100 acres than eitlier Hie County of
Coruwall or the Truro Ubnion iv which “M"}' are situated,  Hete,
then, whether teated hy the wvalne of the total produce, by the
guantity of wheat, or Ly the nutnher of Yive stick, we mee that
smrll holdings beat large furms. not by a smull margiv, bt by ) or
100 up to 500 per cent.; while the moral and socinl advantages are o
great that even if thy prodore were only the smane vr +von hax, the sxmall
culture mystern should bu preferred.  Wo e, thorcforr, that in 150 npe
case in which we can teat it by an n['pt'-'ll to fants, the peneral statcment
as to the superior economy of large as against smali-seale industry is
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shown to ba abarlutely ontrue; and it is highly probable that when spplied
to other industries than agriculture it will be fonnd equally untrue, be™
cause we have yet to seo the value of diversity of occupation, of utilising
spare time now wasted, and o] that nagic power of property which enables
& man working for himself in hiz own house or shop to do half as much
again as when working for a master, with little pleasure and no direet
interest either in the quantity or the quality of his wark,

We now come to the next point—the question of fact, Mr. Harrison
maintains, and reiterates over and over again. that Lanp, ss it now exists,
is u manufactured article—-that * an wr-dinary form s ar much artificial as
a Avuse or a fact.ry” There is, he says, © harily an acre of cultivated land
m England whick has not been made cultivated by a great outlay of ladour
and capital. It has really been as murh built up as a raifeay or a dock”
And thenee he argues that even if the people of England have a right to the
land of England, they have only a right to it as it was originally, *“To
seize (0" ho suys, “ after centuries of labour have been expended m utterly
changing itz rery face and nature would be monstruvaly unjust,” And
further on he argues that the whels labour expended on reclaiming the
land is so great that it often represents more than its present value; and
concludes thus:— - Mr. Feorge might as well claim the coats off our backs,
an the yround that God made the sheep, as the farms which harve been made
by human capital and skil" And very much more in the same brilliant, but
1 think superficial, atyle.

Now, in all this there are twoe underlying fsllacies : 1. The improvement
to the land by culture is not, on the whole, nearly so grest ha is alleged,
aince in many vases it has been deteriorated and impoverished instead of
being improved ; and 2. The bulk of the improvement that has been made
has been made by successive genorations of tenant-cultivators, as an incw
dent of cultivation, and the result, whatever it may be, is the heritage of the
nation. not of the laudlords, who have in most cases doae notking.

To take the last point first, Mr. Huarrison srgues as if the whole process of
reclamation from forest or meorland, from marsh or mountain side, had
been done by, or at the cost of, the [andlords. But by far the larger part
of the land now under cultivation has been so for many centuries, and was
certsinly brought under cultivation by successive penerations of actual
eultivators.  This is provedd by the fact that in (357 wheat was
exporfed from this country, which, taking into account the system
of ugriculture then pursued, the small crops raised, and the estimated
population of England, shows that the amount of arable land was
theu woarly ws gnent as now, if pot greater.® Of course we

. !n i-he 18th Century the pog.ulnnan of England ia sstimated to have been about four and a
halt millions, and the country then produced all the wheat, barley, and other (vod which it ooa-
sy, The emmnnpt.mn of wheat i8 now reek:oned at about § bushels pe- head | but at a time
when ther: was no rice or potstocd, and whea the pmplu were moﬂtl, cmmfrylmr tiving much
in the open air and in robust heaith, we may (airly the co phion of corn, -
it waa of an inferior quality, at 12 bushels per E:nd 'l‘hia Eives & total mnsumpuon of 4%
wmillion bushals of wheat, Thoawavp at thh time was sbout 13 bushels an acro, irom
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are speakiug only of the fand it:elf. Many fannhouses and buaiidings
have been erected by landiorde, und some other permanent improve-
erents mode by them, but neither we nor Mr. Cueoryo have over even
proposed to take these away frout their owners.  The laud itsolf, howover,
in 8o far as its vaine has been incressed, has bin pnproved bit by bit, by
successive pencrations of feaats from Saxon times downwards, and we
claim that the people of England, not the lindlords unly, are the true
inleritors of thut improvement,

But Mr. Hurriton is comadly in error in his estimate of the enciinous
amount of this incrensed vajue, On (the eentraiy, it is very doubtful if ke
land of England, as a whole, i8 8o inherently valuable now as it was three
or four hundred yewrs ago. Thore are two reasons for this apinton. In the
first place, population wag fmmeaty distribntod pretty unifimly over the
whole country, and a# there was 1then no system of sewernge (hy which the
fertilising refuse of men and whimals are Bow earrivd away (o the sens
almost the whele of the manarial prodicts were retianed to the fand, and
thus, with a regulur system of fallows, ita fertility was kopt up. Now, on
the contrary, aluiost all the vegetdble and snimal produce of the country
is consumed in great eities far away from the laud which prodices it, and
the manure is 2ot retorned to the land. Henee o pyi gressivo deteriormion,
culy purtialy ehecked by the uee of avtiicial manwes.” Again, we lind,
almost all over England, extensive tracts of poor pasture land whicls, by
the ridges on ils surface, show that it has formuly been ploughed. Much
of this was probully once natural pasture, which, when cn a gresl subsoil, s
the most fertile of all lind,  During the pericds when wheat was deat-
under the otd sepme of 1he Corn Laws, tlis fine cld pasiure was cvory-
where broken up, and the top soil, 1ich in Luoius and vegetable fibre which
tiad accumulated by thousands of years of gazing, gave for & few vears
immense anps of grain. Then, when its fertiity dimmicld, fresh lund
was broken up and the other was wllomid to go back inte pasiure, But its
natural fertitity had been irretrievably reied. It wow Leaws large crope
of thistles svd uther bexious weeds, nnd is in mony cascs 1 0t werth half oo
a thicd of what it was hefore it was broken up,  This was the work of the
landlords, who got high rents for thiz corn-producing land; and if thir,
and the thuusands of scres of chalk sud limestene Jdowus which have becn
mimilarly broken up and deteriorated, sre {uken into account, 1 think it

which we st deduct 3 budiels an acres Tor the send wwn, lesyire 10 bushels an nere met
profie amd This wonbl have reyuiral b4i0000 perce of land to prow it. To this we have to
sdd une Ahing ar wh ur falvse every 1hrve yoage, brirgames up the smeunt te otve areen
wttlive eres, busides the land cultivates) in Bartey, sats, pean, bewns, and other LTELN
Now, in k&, Lw swornt of lunt W aul three crrg b oether was vwider soren woillioe qeres, 1o
that i€ in quile cloar that Uwe reclawindic o wind cultvndign of the land of Eneland dates bock to
very carly Limes.

* 1t maay le said that the barsor coopm of Loday show the imprevement of 11.€ aoil ; Lut this
s not s, They only shuw the ingmoved qualidy of Mie weal aint the iuproved metlocw of
agrical ure.  With had a.rieultire the fine wheat lavds ot Sonth Anstralis « ften pwod uce boms
than trm biashd le an scre, a:ad those of Calitornia sy fonrtven burhols and this with the
hunichse advatage of our greatly iorproy e selected wvain, The thiiteen Inchels produced in
the Midole Ages in England, with the poor guality of wheat which alowe then existed, s uite

© wompatible with a very fertile soil and (airly good bushandry. .
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very probalile that tustead of the landlords having improved the tand, they
Lave, by thwir greed for ligh gents, distinetly deterioruted it 3 and for this
Jdeterioration the people of England may perhups present their &0/ when
accounts come to be scithed between then both,

Even the English Lingnituge Dears witness against Mr. Harrison's conten-
tion, for what word do we use when we walit to express the best and richest
nndeteriorated land ¥ We cadl it = virgin soil "~ #0il in u state of nsture,
How often do we learof the ditticnlties of our farimers conpeting iy means of
the exhausted soil of England against the ¥ virgin soll " of Ameriea? Yet,
according to Mre, Harrison, this * virgin soil 7 is worchless, und only becomes
wood for inything after centuries of enltivation! Not only the English
langtire, hut lisstory aml exporience  alike bear testimony against this
stupendous fallacy.

There are numerous other statements and arguments in Mr. Harrison's
paper which appear to me to be equally unsound, but T have no time now
to enter upeon them,  But I thougzht it essential to say a fes words on this
theory of * laind being o mannfactured article,” hecanse it was the main
point in A becture delivered by My, Hufrison at Newcastle-on-Tyne laso
yoar, awel,as b was miformed by a person who heard it, produced mnch -
pression owing to the authoritative manner in which the prepesition was
laid down,

Al this brings me to s somewhat personal matter,  In o lecture on the
Lind Question at Newton Hall in Felnuary, 1834, Mr. Harrison is reported
to have said that—" he thought that Mr. Wallnee knew ns [itthe about the
Euglish Laud Question and the management of English estates g M,
Ceoree, and his studies in the Eastern Archipelago lad ot assisted him.”

Now, as my practice—in this as in all ather enguiries on which 1 have
been engaged s pever 1o give my personal opiniens as of any value, but
abwivs to set forth or refer to the facts and apguments which have led me
to forn the opinion, the above-quoted belief as to my “ knowledge ™ iz of
tetle read importance.  The question really is, are the facts we sllege true,
ad are the conelusions we draw from those fucts sound*  But there are
nay penple who will uot. ar cunaot, follow out a teain of reasoning founded
o1t un elaborate statenwnt of fucts : they prefer redying onauthority, and of
conrse they like to know on what grounds ty particular persen is to be
considered an antherity.  For that reason and that reazon only, Ibegleave
go wive youa short autobigraphical sketeh of my personal relations with
thie land and the land guestion,

T Yefr school at the soe of 11, and my real edueation then commenced. 1
juinml atr eliler brother wha was a Levrlacirr o ppoar, with considerable
knowledie  also of  enzineering  and  architeeture, With him I
spent woven years, in varions parts of Enpland and Wales, constantly
engaced  professionatly  with faad,  We lived almost the whole of
this  time in smnfl towna or  villages, in farmhouses  or labourera
cottages. We were engaged in surveying for the Tithe Commutation,
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for the Enclosnre Cotnmissioners, or for private cstute-owners. We
assisted in the process of valuation for the Tithe Commutation, and for
Fuclosures of Conimons,  Living thua almost constantly on the land and
amoe farmers and eouvutry peopls, T soon took o great interest in agricul-
ture. [ studied the works of Sir ITumphrey Davy and Barou Licbeg, st
that time the great aunthocitios on agricultural chemistry, Whoen living in
villigre inms T was often present at the weetimgs of the Farmers' Clubs, and
heard agricultural matters discussed, and 1 oreally believe that at that
peried of my life T conld have passed a very fair examitation in thieorctical
and practieal agriculture.  Sonu after 1 eome of age, my brother died, and

siceeeded him inoa small comnection as Survevor and Architect, which
oenpied me till I went abroad five vears later.

Thus.for the twelve most imgressionable and most wctive years of my lifo
1 was living in the closest possible relution to the land and its cultivatore,
aid [ubtained a knawledie of peasant life wud an intercst in agriculture
which Tias been o permanent acquisition to me,  After returning howe from
ahvond in 1362 T lived a few yeurs in Londoen. but since then have always
rosided in the country, and having acquired frem Herbert Spencer the
sreat prineiple that private property b Iand wus alsolately wrongs, [ ever
kept the subjectin my mind, seekingout o mede by whichtliswrong might be
practically and vquitably abolished.  About eight or ten yearsauo I hegan
to gee my way, and as soon as [ had finished the varions scientitie works
which were the vesult of my twelve yeurs of tropical explorat’on, T put my
ideas it order amd wrote the article* How 1o Notionalise the Land,” which
anpeared in the Cuatemporary Review in Nov., 17230, and which I believe
1:1 to the formation of this Society.

T trust you will exense the apparent egotism of this narration, but it may
perhaps be useful by showing that my whole life Las heen closely conneeted
with the Jand, that T have kad great apportunities for aequiring kmowledge
both of it and of those whao cultivate it, and that the views 1 now hold and
alvocate are not, a5 Mr. Hurriecn thinks, the result of a Lasty arnd
superfivial literary study, but are, to some cx{ent, the cutcrmeof the practioal
cxpericnce of a lifetime,



“ Every minn is born with o nature] rizht £ a share iz the =it of his native eovatey”
1t Hon, Jo<rru Crangeroas, MUP.

“The true prmprietor of land i1 not even the exi-ting Nution -t is the race, past, prosert,
and future 7 the earth Tenets itselt to a'], and ) each, passing from: hand to bamsl, and from age
b e, but gives itself to none.

RoMars [HLAUSE.

REPORT.

Preseated tu the Members of the Society af its

Funrth Awnna! Meeting.

In consequonce of the prolonged illiess of the Treasurer, Mr. AL C.
Swinten, wha till Dately wlso discharged the duties of Hon, Nee,, and the
serions shiorteomings and reeent dismissal of  the saluwvied otfieer whe
shoudl huve continued the work of the Society, the accwsaion of new
members during the year ins not been so large as we eould have wisheld,
while the same unfortimate cireumstances have yendered it inpossible for
us to prepare u formul balance-sheet in time for this meetinyg. Liug,
notwithstar dinge the loas of time necessarily involved i these unro-
ward cvents, we have reasen 10 be satistid with the result of what Lasbeen
done. and with the marked progress which the Mociety's priveiples we
ateadily making in the publie mind.

While we cordially acknowledge the inficenee f Mr, Hemy Guoiorge
in giving a most hnpertant impetns to the guestion of Land Naticoali-
sation throngheut these islands, we do nuot lese sight of the faet that
lis ternedinl micthod has in some measme distracted attention frem
the distinetive featwes of this Soviety’s programme. The mass of ihe
Pecple who have suffeved, and are swtoring. suell severs ills theowgh the
existenice of landbodistn are at present. pethaps, teo mueh fuceused e
carefully consider the questivn of the cquitable treatnwnt of those whe
—unconscionsly i the wain have done thaw such  grieveus wiing.
Nevertheless, we have such mnbounded [hith 10 1le inherent fnitness of the
English poople ax 1o feel conlident that, whon the time conies 1o sarde tlas
momentous question, they Wil condialy sssnt to toepar justice with
merey.  Then, we veuture to think, the vthical and practiosl value of 1lis
Society's principles will be maifuat.

LECTURES.

This section of the Soclety’s operations hus been carried on with vigour
aud over s widyr area than beretofore,
Seventeen lectures have been delivered under owr auspices sinco the lust
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annua) mecting, lers than eleven menths since. Miss Helen Taylor hae
again rendercd most important assistance by Jectiring at Earlostown,
Hackney, Liverpool, Nerwich, and Peckham. Prof. F. W, Newman fectored
at Strect in Somersetshire: Mr. W, Jumeson at Croydon and Walwoitlh
and Mr. Halstead at Harrogate twice.  Leetures have also been delivered
at Odham. Shetlicld, Wizan, Camberwell, Rotherhithe, and Poplar, and the
doetrines of the Society have breen promulgated at numerous moeetings
besides.

BRANCHES.

As the result of Mirs Helen Taylor's leetnre at Liverpono! (deliverad undor
the anspices of the City Reforn Clul), a branch has heeu opened there
which ig now in fair working order,  An eqnally gratifying reandt has at-
tended Miss Taylor's leetues st Peeklion snd Homorten, A branch han
also been established at Wigan, while the Sheficld and (Hdham Radiesl
Associations, md the Novrwich Democratie Association have attiliated with
we,  We have reason to elieve that leanehes will shortly be formed at
Muanchester, Wrexham, snd Poplar,  The importanee of multiplying thesa
centres of propagandism cannot be over-estilnated, and we eepecially plead
for owr members’ aid thereto,

LITERATURE.

The circulation of the Society’s literature has becn largely incrensed.
Advantage has been taken of numerouns political indoor and outdeor meet-
Fngs tu disseminate our publications, nolably in the eascs of the eform
Demonstration in Hyde Puck, the Muss Moeting at the Roval Exchange,
and the great gathering of agrienlturad Jabourers at Ham Hill in Sumersot-
shive, on Baster Monuday last.

We Itave added to oar literatnre & reprint of a sarmen delivered at Ade-
Taide {Sonth Austradia) by the Hov. WL Fleteher, entitled © The Gospel
of Land Nationalisation ™: a reprint (from the Daily Nees) of an impor-
tant article by Prof. J. Thamld Rogers, M.P, en ¥ The Agricutursl Qaes-
tion,” and a large poster, giving facts, in the form of a manifesta, and
inteuded for cireclation amnng palitical cubs and warking men's seciietios,
A circular hus alsn been addecssed to the clergy, vrging upon them the
necessity of Land Nationaliration as o primary means o proants and

-seeure the moral and physical Lealth of © the people. Every available
opportunity s been used to dissaninate our prineiples by the ditfusion
of our liternture, as we believe that to be the mwost clfvetive mode of
educating public opinion,

PARLIAMENTARY AND PUBLIC ACTION.

With referen e to Smith's Trast Estate Bill in relation to the Beilly
Tslands, which Bill came before the Hoase of Commuons on thy 24th June,
1534, the Members of Parlisment who apoke for and agninst the measure
were writlen to respecting it. Corvcspondence lins taken place ou the
rubject of extensive enclosures of cominon lands #t Haves and Keston
Kent between Mr. Swinton, the Commons Preservation Society, and Mr,
J. Bryce, MLT.. but no action could he taken, -

The intolerable oppression af the Skye Crofters has enlisted our warmest
:{mpsthy and a resolulion expressing it was passed, and tranemitted

rongh Mr. Stuart Glonnie, :
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At the Industrial Reanuneration Coufercnce, Tedkd in GJJamaey Tust, no
the Presidency of Six Chas. Dilke, MOP.Ltwa papors were pee

i suted mnd read
on bohalf of the Socicty, one by Prof, 10 W Nowman, dealing with our
weneral principles : the oiher by cur President, shewing how that purt of
enr progeatnne which would give fility snd protection to peasant helders
might have immediace applieetin, The determination with which Laad
Natimudization was advoentesd] at the Conferen-e hy the Drelegares of the
varions  Industrial interests there represented was both signiticant awd
cheering, as demonstrating the deep interest taken in owr great movement
Ia the Dremeriey.

On tie other lond, 48 woud Dseor by the et formation of the “ Naiinnal
Lanel Coo Limited,” by so many per<ons with ticlos 1o their nues, that our
movement s clicited some convession from the Ulizalc?:y. with the u'.)jL’Ct,
however lndicrously furils, of cheeking Lan Nationalisation.

PRESS CORRESPONDENCE.

A oreandsed wystem of cortosponlivnes wita e Press was unl.
in the carly part of the your, Letters of an explanatory or eontroversh
ehiracter oo boeno weiveen by toe Peosipent, Professor BW. Newnan, the
otficers of the Soclety, and Ineseveral merehers of the Feeniioe, el thess
have appe 1i ws Metvopolizon wnd Provinelal Foaortels, Tude
wo revored ari=faetion the generid 1 s with whicl the
Brave vaperund 108 o0 oot o the 9 alome, Dt o the mineroes
other voluary weiters whe are aedvely engnred as nissianndies iaooar
cavs, Wo would eall especid stiention te this setion of work, autl
eiplisise T neeessity Borits groatce develspraent. Mauy who v no
oilier apportanity of prometing the eause wight waterinlly aid our ciforts
hy un oceasionsl tter fo the press,  This would provoke discussion and
theraby nunifest the teath,

LAND NATIONALISATION ABROAD.

At oar last nomad meeting it wos staded that Leond Notioaedis dien Lol
beun sirenuonsly advocated in New Zoalanl, We have tow v ploasuce
of stating it the movement has extended also to New Soauh Wales,

Sonrh Austrsia, Vietorin, wnd Qneenstand, where societios Love been
Formue!, anl ooy o be Reurisli T Apeensinel o Lond BT was
acindly paserl Tab Octehor,” fomuded v the pmeat peociple of Leasing,
instend o1 olen wro e Crowsy Tands, with measures foe the veduction of
great estutes and the preventiom of their s azwrewation s and also for
the cleouvagoment of smul farmness thronghene the eolony, In South
Austealia the movement AppLars o be oven more tlun'nllf:h. i]l‘ﬂl:‘lll it has
not vt resuitcot in legtslation. The south Anstralian Lund Natiouadisa-
tion Rociety has for s objucts L0 To stop the Duther sale of all Crowa
fatcds: 2. To vestore to the Mtate by Inu'vlmsv the own ip of Jand
already sold: 30 To provide for the Teasing oF all lawls on

h tonus as
ghall vnsiee 1o the State o Gy rentel, awd 6o the teeen ] seewnsily for
his improvenents sid for the results of his industry. ThoSesicty referred
4o Las issued o manifesto, of which 15,000 copies have been eireulated,
coutainiiiy a Ml and adiable exposition of the true principles of Tand
Nutionaisatien, with propesals very similar to our own.  Surely there
canpet be s hetter justification of the sonndness of our pringiples than the
fact that they have been sdopted in almost all the Australian eolonies w
affording the only remudy for the intolerable wvils which have arisen
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there through permitting the paople’s land to become the private possui-
sion of the wealthy.

OUR PROGRAMME,

Roferring to this Society’s programmy, the Excentily, lopes ere kg to.
enbrgit o simplificd application of its priveiples. T o guzeested Land
Nationuiisition Bill.  Sueh o Dill has e B
Mr. F. AL Binney, a sadicitor, of Mancheater, w4t koown s the anthor of
several atinivalile publications on Soclal Batfen wnd wo Topz to beeabile
to eoncur sufticiently with a weelitied nfpsins of the praposed Bl for tha
Baciety to issne i, As there seemge@fhd vowon to heliave that sone of our
manbors may enter Parliamgds ac the vest Goweral Blestion, the valus of
such a Bl is obvious, ax® 3t is most desivable that Land Npuoaalisation
showld b browsit within the g nee of practical politics during the very fiest
s:asion of the new Purhmucntf., if mot by Bl by resolution of the Honse en
the main principle 4

Tu conclusion, we would

Avawn el printed by

. 1A that evervihing teinds to o far more vantl
tlcknnwl_c\l}_:nmllf- vl our pt neiples than coubill have hoen anticipated when
the Societv was formede #5000 1l s e lition of artt Llass s

of our Edlow-eredtutesd g exemplined by the veoent Roponn on the
Howsing of tae Pogt. is a subjece prossing maore sd more heavily on
the minds of all 2 ht-thinking raen and women, Pray Ly day the cons
viction is growing in the pablic mind that Tand Meomopoly is the main
cause of this state of things: and as tha. eonviction nost spread and
strengthen, the recensextension of the Franehise wili soangzive the nocessary
power Lo Nationalise the Land,  Romenibering thisiond that support eonlil
not be given to o better cause, we nrost earnest?y invite all who a_roe with
ws iu prineiple to join i our mission of justice. We o not expaet wy
ment with the detafls of our tentative progrionme. We simpiy ask offective
congurrence with the ohjeet of this Society: “Tn equitally vestore to tha
Naotion tts Laned. so that oMl ay have eqaal f:wilitiu?/to s anl enjoy the
Land, und equally benefit by the revenae derived froen it,” }
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ADDRESS

BY

ALFRED RUSSEL WALLACE, LL.D,

PRESIDENT OF

THE LAND NATIONALISATION SOCIETY,

AT THE FOURTH ANNUAL MEETIXG oF THE SOCIETT,

May idTu, 1885

LADIES AND GENTLEMEYN,—

Althongh, as a fociety, we may not have made very great progress during the
past year, yet our catise i noue the less advancing with giant strides, anil we may
T think, lay claim to having dune good work in helping it on. In & gnestion which
in o vast and which involves such momentonk issuer it i8 not to he wondered n't
that there is a great diversity of opinion. and that peeple in general are somewhat
confased by the vague and discondant teachings of the public press. While our
doctrines arc far too radieal for the ordinary politician, & eonsiderable baly of onr
Socialist friends think we do not go far enosgh; bot we hare confidence in the
position we bave takenm up, and we already see indications that hnth parties are
drawing neazer towards us, It is, [ think, & most encouraging sign that the dogma
of * fres trade in land,”” which till quite recently was put forth a< the one and only
neediul land reform, is new almost universully admitted to be quite insctficient,
and it is avowed that something more ix required in ordet to remedy the terrible
state of tiings brought about by unrestricted land-monopoly. The di-astrous
overcrowding of towns and depopalation of the rural districts is now sought to be
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remcidied by the estahlishment of joint-stock sovieties, to set up “industrial

villages ™ and create a body of * peasant proprietors.” These proposals invariably
receive rhe warm support of all parties, inclnding landlords, and none of onr
politival teachers scem to have auy misgivings as to the srecess of this raode of

renovating omi soeial kystein on commerginl principles,  But they have very

impertecs knowledge it they thivk that sweh weasires will soffive, while the canses
which year by year compel the rural popuiation to leave their native vilages and
flock into the town. remain still in action.  On this important subject I propose to
make a few remarks in connection with the most teceut, aml in many ways the
most noteworthy, of these proposals,  Fhe Swall Furw and LabourWrs' Land
Comgreny,” ns to the merit of which the Press bas been almost unwnimuous and
bes blowu the trampet 16 its praise accondingly,

Thix company is essentially nlandlord’s movement, <ince I find among its founders
und supporters the names of sixteva grewt lundiohders, pod & lirge number of the
junivr brugches of moble and lumllond fawmilivs,  The sixteeu great landlords—
from ukes downward<—who attended at the meeting at whish i Society was
founded, or wrote expressing their warm approval of i, hold bhriween them more
shan Awlf w miiliva aercs of laad, The <peakers who vepresented them at the
weeting ull expressed their seuse of the vast portance of small farus and
peasant-bohliugs, The eomptry was being raiued for the want of them; and,
accordingly these holders of half-aanilliou acres proposed that the puhlic should
rubscribe money and buy other people’s land (when and whery It happened to be
for sale), and cstablish the small farnes and presant-holdings ia regions ynite away
from the sacred baitf-million acres owoed by themselves [ It neser seems o have
occurred tothem, or to anyene present, that no * Comwpany ” was needed, that not 8
pentr novd be raised, that secretaries and directors and chairmen (with their
respretive salaries) were qglilte unbecessary, if the owners of the hall-million of
aeres, thes present, would nzree together that cachand ail of them wonld vude
their own eatates into = snwil Tavws,” would themselves allow ¢ lubourers " to have
Shaldings” wonld perisit popeiation frecly 1o prow oo 20 lands, fetting everyone
in fuet, who wanted land [or yersonal ovcupition, have it on o perwiaient teom re
at the =ame rests as the Uarmers now puy for it b enly Aadl of the 300,000
acres were so used, it would supply J,000 small Darms at sn average of 25 aeres,
aud 62,500 jabonrers’ holding at an average of 2 acres—about 67,000 additional

families settded onothe lamd, or a population of over a quarter of annilion,  IHow

logg witl i be before the ~Secieey 7% Luwdted " will do so mouel as this ! Wil it
be able to do as much in 10 yeavs, or 210 years, or ¢ven 50 yewrs—if it should
cont:nue o exist so long . 1 feel pretty contident thutit wili nut; while what it

does duo will be far less Leneficial, Leeause, instead of allowing population to flow
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natnraily over the land, people themrelves deciding where (hey can besg et
sliving upon it, they will be forced 1o Hve on I§ vu the purticalar farow ard retates
that masy be purchaced by this or similar ¢ myenies, while the teet of Fuglord,
Neotlani!, and lreland remains subject to the very esme intinerces which have
depopuiated and continue to depapalate their rural lands,

Now, i1 it por & most suggestive fact that not one of the landiords present
promised to do anything of the kind, but by their silence mack- i preity elear that
they intended, ns beretofare, to keep their awn estares quite free from <och Tow
things aw * <mail farms " and » labourers’ hekiings™  Ume lacdlor t indeed, Sir R
Lloyd-Linday, offered the Company an estate of 400 acres, which he had et
purchased in Berk-Lire at £10 an acve, *- on any rerms they might sugeest 77 but
he was careful to add that it waa nut in the divieion of the connty which ke
inhabited.  Tlas was appurendy stated in ovder mut to st the bad example ol
allowing poor people to have lund in the neighbowhoud of a grat ndlord s awa
domain—a thing evidenily mosr repulsive 1+ the landlord mind ! Ove of (he noble
mpeakers ivferred tothe fact that they would have  tu face the expense of transier ”
and 1o the neces<ity of having nuny =mall owners together in order that ther rould
hire horses, with many other ditHculties which are altogetln: aginary, nr
would be clviated if they would simply lec pule bave land wbeve ey requirs
it and en a secure tenure, One—and so far ps 1 can hear, only ea —land!ntd in
all England has done this—Lord [ollemaebe, On his cstates o Chesbive and
Seffolk he has numercuns small {arms, and w0 very large oues; be allows every
labourer to have ennugh land to keep a cow aud be allows aaybody-—-me-hanics, or
retired tradestuen —to purchase or lewse land to build and live upon with ample
apace for gardens, and a ficld or two in addition st a fair rent wherever they desirs
it,  And the result ix, thint there is a little oasis of comfort and contentroent in the
midst of the wilderness of mivery and discontent prodneed by landlordism.  Here
there iz nu agriculturul distress, the farms are cagerly songht alter—ihe tenore of
them being practivally perinanent at {air reots—the lubouring poptilation are well
off and contented, ard the farmers find that these independent aml well-to-do
labonrers are the best of workimen, and as the correspondent of the Dudy NVras,
says, “are loud in praise of the system,” Strange to say. Lord Tidlemache is
described a3 a Tory of the ohl school, but he evidentiy rralices as u fact. what
others only reate as a theory, that property is a trost, that the praple have a right
to have land to live and work upoa, rod that to allow them freels €3 have it is not
only a great hoou to them and to soctety, but is equally heneiicial 1o the famiiord
himself. All homemr to him for having 4o consistemily arted upon these
convictions ! but what are we to think of these landlurds who, having Lad this
example befure them for half-acentary, even now make no attetupi o {ollow it, but
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ccane Lefore the public as promuoters of the “ Nmaldl Farn uid Lobanrers’ Lond
Company (Limered )77 a Congiany forieed to throw dhst fu gie eyes of the pablie,
bie ind parehasers 100 otherwize vicaleuble fnnmss arad o heey the ubjecfionable
“.nall farmer:” snd ¢ labouvers ' as far remwoved ns vosxible from their own

eelates,

In order ty show you the inagmtude of the avil whicl: this provious Company
« supposed to be adequate to remoly, L owili give you a few fucts s ta varal

Aepopulation which are not genemlly kbown, a+ they hure been aliowed o remain

burted in the Cenan~ Reports,

There are in England and Wales 2,175 registration sub-liszricts, each contsining
{our or five parishes, and the ]u»pnln.tmn of these s wiven for the est roo cen-used,

ease «r liminmion.  Vhinkine that this eanld afford the soeans

showing their i
of determining over what area the exewits of the rirul populanon Ty the ciwns
Ea exiended, I have drawn nui a tahle 2% wing 1he projortion o each vounty in
which the population has astuatly diminished during the ten 3 oars 157181,
This table shows usthat, with the exeeption uf thore coutatzies which 1o ve-idential
stibirbs to Loudon, anid a fow others which are thickly eovered with manniectining
utly to

town-. the denepulation extends to every parr of Fagland, and anpa
almest the whole of the agricultural Jistvicts. The anoaat of dimisution of
popotation inthe Conntiv- of Eogland aud Wales, and extending over more thrn
Gl st Bur chis by no nicaps shows Lae amount of uigration

halt the area,
from these distriets,  For during the same fen vears the popalation of the whole
country fnereased meariy 153 per cent., andl rural pepufatione iucrease natnrally
much more rapidly than these of rowns.  The births in the comury ore aboat three
per evnl mere. the dvatls atont twelve per vent. Je-~: w0 than we caunot put the
normal ivcrease of the rural poprlotions at Jes< than 17 ner eeut. Bat the population
_of tie decresing arens in Lo 76 was
) 4.874,; {u ]

Normal increa-c at 17 per cent, o oeee o .

Popaintion coglia io ave been o 0 o0 L S0
Pt the netual population be the cenans is .. 4,36

IESerence o oo eer e e

Licnful distiicts has

We this see that the real exoins of the people frous these
been nearly 1} miliou.  Bar even this - not all s 1o, besides these wreas where the
popstation bas actaatly decteased there must be o targe additional araa where they
have increased 7 sx fhan the sormal rele of 17 per cend., and Lhis hiplies

migrariom for & stifl wider arca. Taking for example a fow typical connties, [
fod that in Snssex wlioh shows but a small abzolute decrense, the whale country

exvept a few fowus and their subwrlan dirtriets have incrensed mueh Lelow the
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normal rate, implying migration of the surplus roval population 1o the wems, o
Hamyshice the same occurs, only Porsmautk, Soathamptot. and Christelireh
having increased wp to or beyond the normal rate. Tn Buckinghwushire, nor a
single rub-district has increpsed norinelfy, In Norfoli the same, by feicesters
shire only the towns< and some of their subnrban districts have ineressed norially,
In Terbyzhire only 9 out of 23 subsdistrict~ have inerensed tp to the rormal
standard.  In Cundierland the scaperts ouly have incres-ed normally, the rest of
the country showinre u very slight inerease or none.  The conclusion we arrive ar
therefure is, that ever the whole + rural Englund there has been a continoas flow
of population to the great towns awing to the nataral increase of the popiilarion
not linding the means of existeuce elsewhere, Now, for the migratinn from these
distriets which increased much below the normal rate, we wmay, 1 thiuk, faiiy add
three-quarters of a million, making, with the 1} miliin o the areas of alisolate
deerease. a total of wearly o wdiiors o propl., wha in ten Years only bave been

forced by the struggle for existence to leave the comntry for the towas !

Here we have the true dimensions of the evil to he wruppled wirkoand we see
that it i eco-extensive with rvural England. Yot now, the landlnds, whe have
themselves directly ennsed the evil by ~ystearically vefu~inz to tet land in * ~malt
farms™ or “ labourers’ holdings,” wonld bave ns beliove that Jt 2 10 be ade nately
met by & © Limited Company,” having established which rhey may contentedly
repase npou their vast ancestral eseates, from which © cmall farmers,” anid - peasant
holdings™" are rigidly and <y<temar.cally banished! 7To ruch a echeme in the face
of ruch a great national crisis, the only fitting parallel is Mrs, Partington,
attemptieg to keep ont the Atlantic with hev mop!

Let n3 now turn to anather subject.  One of the mnst interesting occurrences
of the present year was the JTadwatriul Remmneration €onferonec in Jauuary iast,
Althoogh the matters discussed weve very largely mere side ixsnes, vet some great
questions affecting social ercnemy were hromght forward. amomyr which the Lamd
Qnestion veenpie! & prominent place. and it was evident thar Land Nationali-azion
is beginning to be discnssed nmong the workiag classes, thangh i< ewsentinl
principles and overwhelming importance are ot vet welt nmlerstend.

Among the mare important papers —because snything coming from the writer
ia sure to receive attention—one was by Mr. Frederick fTarri<on, on © Remedies for
Bocial Distress.” Uwing to the limitation of time there was no opportun.:y of
- replring to this paper, snd 1 had therefore intended to do o fn detail iv iy preseat

Address - bat 1 finil that this woold occupy far too muel time, and 1 shall therefore

confine mysell to a few remarks on two points only, ene a matter of principie, the

ather nainly a guestion of fact,
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1n arguing against the nationalisation of the land and the more equable distribu-
tion of capital which it would certainly bring about, Mr. Harrison maintains that
there is ‘@ universal tendency of organised industry, sural or wrban, tonards
Lhe massing and not the dispersivn of capital; ™ and that “incrcased concendrd-
tion of capital is an indigpensible condition of modern svecessful industry.”
And he concludes thus :—* In the face of this universal lanw of modern industry
alaw the more congpicuous the more fres and virgin be the field of industry,
how idle wonld it be to look for any vegeneration of (he industrial system tv a
wnolwral disprrarsa of capital orland ! In the teeth of wwiversal tendenrics such
us these it v rather wanatural to struggle for the revical of the equable distribu-
divn of capital and land which marks the ruder types of society.”’

Now, such general propositions as this as to “ unirversal tendencics and laws”
are utterly valueless, unless you can first prove that they exist and have arieen
under a social system founded on justice and freedum, and no such proof has
becu attempted. To illustrate what I mean, let uy suppose Mr, Harrison to have
beent & Roman of the Avgustan period.  What would then have been his argument
a8 tu universal * socinl tendencies and lawa ?”  Arguing with an advocate of free
labour and enterprise, a» against s system of slavery, he might probably have
said :—* The univerzal tendency of modern progress is to divide men into freemen
and slares.  Under this svstem alone is civilisation possibie.  Without slavery you
caunot have a highly-coltivated, icisured clase, gble tv produce those works of
literature, art, and construction which are the marks of true civilisation, All
history tells us the same storv. Wherever you have civilisation you have slavery
A+ ita essential foundation. Look at the old civilisations of Xgypt, India. Assyria,
and Greece, all alike depeudent on the existence of a small, culinred class, the
possessors of myriads of slaves, To this system we owe all the grand monnmentas
and works of art which these countries have pruduced, and whose ruins still
exist, To this system we owe the splendours of Home. the mistress of the world,
and all that noble literuture, art, and refinement which have never yet been
equalled,”  Aund he might have conciuded almost in the very words he has nsed
to-day—* Jun the teeth of univorsal tendencics surk ax these it i3 rather unnatural
to struggle for a vevival of the wuniversal pevsonal freedom and equality of
condition nhich mark the ruder types of society.”

The ope argnment is just ag good, or as bad, as the other, Both, in fact, are
equally bad, becanse they both rest upon the assumption that men have aof equal
rights to participste in the free giftx of nature to man. When one poriion of
seciety possesses the LAND with all the powers and nataral forces which it contains,
aud the other, and far larger portion, cannot even work or live, canuot esen obtain
a particle of food or clothing, except ou such conditions as the landholders
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sollectively impose, they are—as Mr. George has so well shown—as truly slaves as
were'these who worked for Roman nobles or Southern pluniers. A <ystem wiiich
hes grown np neder these conditions, and which is founded cpon them, caunot et
itself up as a goide as to what are the ¥ wmirersal laws and tendencics” of
unfesrered aman industry.

* ln eome respects, even, the modern slave is worse off than his predecessor, in the
ancient world, for he is the slave of machinery and capital, ani ta serve the
purposes of his masters is forced (o live in huge vities far removed [1om the healthe
ghing indaeuces and spontaneons gifts of nature, and thus when, ns o often
happens, the capitalist has no immediate necd for his labour, be must staryvs or live
s, pauper. Much s asserted of the econemy of this division of laboer and
prodoctisn en the most grigantic seale, but it iv not true coenony, inasmu h as s
resulia are to produce inordinare weatth for the few, incessant labour with wide-
spread poverty aud disense for the many. Trre econcmy is thet which not only
prodnces wealth freely but distributer it fairly: true econciny mns: tendt to the
equalisation of both wealth sud labour ¢ true economy will 1ot force men io be the
slaves of machinery day after day, with no opportumty for tant relasation
produced by change of labour. aul that mental and phystiea! 1avigoration which
results from spending come portion of their time i tillivg the soil, the frnits of
which they ure themselves to gather.  1tis net e eoonoy o place pen in such
A position that when work {or au emplover failg hey are utterly unable to work
for thems=elves. Al this is talse econvmy © ans, Fo this is the system which Mr.
Uarrison tells us is founded upon * wairersak .ar aue randeney” !

And when he descends from the heights -t rhetotic ard ateempts to support his
argument by an appeal to facte he i3 .0l accurste. He save: * The ancient
controversies at to the great and 1itt’c cultuve of Lind have now ended in thes:
of cereals and stock and for the highest scient ifio

Farming the big-seale culture ¢ least iz indispeneible”” This no donbt is wiat

that for the largest production «

is repeated over and over ar.in by men who claim Lo be authorines, but st i
simply untrue, #s 1 will pr.ve Lo you by incontrovertible evidence.  Lord Carring-
ton has recently stated _uat his Su0 allotment teonnts in Beckinghamshire get o
nett produce from th land of £40 an acre, while the must that a fartc can make
out of the same la-d is £7 an scre, Here are big and small farming > mrare 1 by
the landlocd, an'| his facts are sapported by judependent officinl evidence, it was
proved befurs the Women's and Children’s Employment Comuniasion b 1505 that
cotiggers cbtaincd an average return of £16 an scre ahove the farm rent. The
Rev. Mr. Atubb: shows that his allotments at Granburongh, in Bnckinghama
shire, cultivated by common labonrers, produced’ 60 per cent, more wheat than
the farmers’ average, and 11 per cent. more than the average of the highest
acientific farming. Thus a million labourers working tor themselies would
produce far more wheat than the same land dues when cairivated by the most
scientific farmers, Here is an sctual fact. carefully recorded, worth 3 whole
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ridume of aceertions that the thing caonot ba.  And es to stock, Mr. Little, the
Assistant Commiseioner to the Royal Commission on Agricultare, in his ucconnt
of Penstrase Moor in Cornwall—barren lapd entirely reclaimed by the labour of
peasants and miners—shows that thosg little peasant boldings produce more than
doubte the number of cartle and pigs per 100 acres than either the Connty of
Cornwall or the Truro Union in which they arve situated. Here, then whether
tested by the valne of the total produce, by the guantity of wheat, ur by the
number of live «tock, we ~ee that small holdings beat Jarge farms, not by n sl
margin, bat 50 or iy up to S00 per cent. ; while the moral and socinl advantages
are s great that even if the produce were only the same or even less, the small
culture =ysten: <hould be preferred.  We ree, therefore, that in the one ease in
which we can test it by an appeal to fucts, the general statement as to the superior
economy of large as ayainst small-scale industry is ~hown to be absolutely untrue ;
and it ix highly probable that when applied 1o other industries than agriculture it
will be found equaliy untirue, becanse we have yet to see the value of diversity of
occupation. of utilising sparc time now wasted, and of that magic power of
preperty which coables & man working for himself in bis own house or shop 1o do
balf as much again us when working for a master, with lirtle pleasure and no
dircet interest either in the quantity or the yuoality of his work,

We now come to the next point—the question of fact. Mir. [{arrison maintains
an reiterates over and over agajn. that LaAxD, as it now exists. 14 & mannfactured
articie~—that “aa ordinary jurm iv as mueh artificial ag a house or @ fuctory”
There ix, he says, ¥ hardly an acvs of ewltivated Tand in FEngland whick has not
been naide enltivated by a great onflay of labowr and capital, It haz really
been as much bult wp as o railway or o dock.”  And thence be argues that even
if the people uf JFngland have a yight to the land of England, they have only a
right to it as it was originally, ¢ 7o seize it." he says, “ajter centurics of
lubour harve heen cxpended in utterly ehanging ity very face and nature mwould
be mangtrousty unjust  And furtber en be argues that the whole labonr
expended on reclaiming Iand is so great that it often represeuts more than its
present value ; and concludes thus:—* Mr, Gcorge might as well claim the coats
aff owr backs, en the ground that Fod mede the shecp, ae the farme which have
beem smade ty human capital ued skl And very much more in the same
brilliant, bue 1 think superficial, style.

Now, in ali this there are two uwuoderiying fallacies: 1. The improvement 1o
the laud by eulture ia not, on the whole, nearly so great as ia nlleged. since in
many cases it has heen deteriorated and impoverished instead of being improved ;
and 2. The hulk of the improvement that ha: been made has heen mads by
successive gencrations of tenant-vultivators, a: an incident of sultieative, and the
reculr, whatever it muy be, is 1he heritage of 1he sation, not of the landlord, who
have in most cases done natking.

To take the last poinc firet, Mr. Harvism argnes as if the whole process of
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pastare, which, when on a good aubsoil, is the most fertile of ull iand. During
the perioids when wheat was dear, nnder the old regime of the Com Taws, this fina
old pasture was everrwhere broken up, and the top sail. vieh in humus and
vegetable fibre which hal sccumalated by thousands of years of graring, gave for
a few yeara immense crops of graiu,  Then, when its fertiliey diminished, fresh
land was broken ap and the other was allowed io go hack into pasture. But its
natural Cerrility had been irretrievably ruined. It puw beurs Inrge crops of
thistles and orlier noxious weed=, and i~ in many cases not warth halt or a third of
what it was befure it was broken up.  This was the work of the landiords, who got
high cents for this corn-prodacing land ; and if this and the thousands «f acres of
chalk and lmestone downs which bave been similarly broken up and deteriorsted,
Are taken into accennt, I thiuk it very probable that initead of the landlorda
having iwproved the land, they have, by their grewd for high renty, distinetly
detervinrated it,  For tbis deteriorstion the people of England may perbaps
present theiv 42l when aceounts come to he asttled between the landlords and the
nation.

Even the Engliu language beara witness againat M arricor’s contention, {or
what word do we use when we want to express the best and richest undeteriorated
tand! We call it “ virgin 0il "—aoil in a state of natare. Hoew often do we hear
of the difficulties of our farmers competing by means of the exhausted soil of
England against, the * virgin ~oil ”* of Americal - Yet. necording 1o Mr. Harrison,
this* virgin =0il " i3 worthfess, and only becomes good for anything after centuries
of cultivation | Not ouly the Inglish language, but history s&nd experience alike
bear tesrimany against this stupendons falluey.

There are numerons other sratements and argnments in Mr. Harrison’s paper
which appear to me 1o be enually un<ound, but 1 have vo time now to enter npon
them. But I thought it essentinl to say a few words on thiz theory of “land
being & manufactured article,” besunse it was the main point in & lecture delivered
by Mr. Harrisen at Neweastle-on-Tyne [ast year, and, as 1 was informed by &
person who heard it, produced much impression owing to the authoritative manner
in whbich the propuosition was laid down,

And this brings me to & somewhat personal matter, In a Jecture on the Land
Question at Newion Hall in February, 1821, Mr, Harrison ia reported to have caid
that—* he thonght that My, Wallace knew as little about the English Land
Question and the management of Fnglish estates as Mr. George, and his studies in
the Fastern Arelipelovs had rot &-<izted him.”

Now, a8 my pracrice—in this as in all other enguires on which 1 have been
engnged—is never to give my persoual opinions as of any value, bot always to set
forth g refer to the facts awl argument which have led me to form the opinion,
the above-guoted belef as to my “knowiedge ™ ix of little real importance, The
question really is, are the faets we allege true, and are the conclusions we draw
from those facts sound ?  But there are many psople who weuld not, or cannol,
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follow ont & train of reasoning founded v an elabotate siatement 1 facts ; they
prefee relying on suthority, and of course they like to know on whag wronds any
particular person is to be considered an anthority,  For thyg reseon nud that
tewsou orly, I beg leave &0 give you a short autoliographical <keteh of 1ay
persom relationg with the land aad the land question.,

Lleft schowl ar the age of 11, and my real eduration then commenced. T joined
an elder Lyother who was o Trnd-sarveyar, with consuicrable know tedge nlwo of
eoginecring and architeeture.  With him [ spent seven yenrs, in vavious purte of
Englind apd Wales, constantly engmred, professionanily. with fend.  Weo lived
alminst the whole of this time in snall towns or «illages, 10 farmbonses or
labotrers cottages,  We wore ergaged in suvveying for the Tithe  ammutation,
for the Enclrcure Comunis<ioners, or for privaie esiateancners,  We geainted 0 the
process of Valnution for the Tithe Commaration, and [or Tanclosures of Commons,
Living rhus almaost constantly on the Jand aud among farmer- anil rountry pennle,
I soan tonk & great intevest in agrienltore, I stadied the worlc of sip Hunrlirey
Davy and Bavon Licbeg, at that time the grest suthoritios an agvieniGond
ehemistry,  When living fw s illage inns L was often present at the mee

g~ of the
Farmers' Clobe, and hieard agrienitaral mattos discassed, anld 1 really belivve ab
that period f my life I eonld have passed a very farr examiuation in' the- retical
and practical agriculture.  Seoon after Teame of age. my beother died, and I
gucceeded him in o small eonnection as Surveyor awl Arcaitect, which acenpicd
me i1 T went abrosd five vears lster,

Thux, {or the twelve most impre=sionable and most active veurs of my life [ was
Living 10 the closest possible relation tu the fand and it cultivators. ;.nd 1 then
obtained a kanwledge of peasent life and an interest in ayriculture which has
beeu & permsanent acquisition to me.  After retwrning home from abroad in 1862
I lived u few vears in London, but since then bave always resided in the conntry,
and having acquired from Hevbert Spencer the great prineiple that private properts
in land i absoiately wrong, Tever kept the sabject in my mind, recking cut a
mode, by which this wrong might be practically and equitably aholished, About
¢ight ot ten years ago 1 began 1o see my way, aml as soon as | had finished the
various soientitic works which were the vesult of iy twelve yeurs of tropical
cxploration, 1 put my ideas in onler and wrote the article. “ Hon 0 Narionulise the
Land,” which appeared in the Confemporary flevien in Now,, W&0, and which 1
believe led to the formation of chix Society.

I trust yon will excuse the spparent egotisin of thisx narmtion, but 1t way
perhaps be nseful by showing that my whols life bas been closely connected with
the lamy, that 1 have had great opportunities for acguiring knowledge both of it
and of those who cenltivate it,and that the views I now hiold and wlvocate ave not, 83
Mr. Harrison thinks, the result of a hasty and saperficial literary study, but are,
to some extent, the ontcome of the practical experience of & lifetime,
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SIXTH ANNUAL MEETING
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LAND NATIONALISATION SOCIETY,

Hewp a1t Essex HaLr, Essex STREET, STRanND, JUNE 877, 15887,

Miss HeLel Tavior iN THE CHalR.

REPORT.

PRESERTED TO AND ADOPTGD By TME MEMBERS oF THE SOGIETY.

While at previous Annual Mevtings of this Saciety, no further advance of
*Practical Poluicians” ip the attuck upor iand monopely conld be record-d
than the advocacy of imperfect mensures »f a local chaticter such as Leasehold
Dnfranchizsoment, the Allstment and Snetle IEDoagst BN the Crofrer's Ao, and Mr,
Gludstone's frisk Lard &iil, the Iixecutive have greut pledsure in anurancing
that, duting the past twelve months, the cause of Land Nationalisation. pure and
simple, has in several notabie ldirecrirms made most distinet progress.  This
feature way be conveniently noticed as introductory te an nccount of work done
by this Society .

(1).—The Koyal Commission on Teade and Industry, whoss Repart was issved
early in the current year, arrived at a conclusion, briefly expressed in thy terms
' Something must be done’” But althongh Tond Salisbury alnost conterapin-
ously refused to accept cur President, Dro A R, Wallace, and Mr. W Saunders,
as members of that commission, one influential member of it, Mr. Arthur
O Conner, M P attached a memorandum to the Report, that amply in-tifes the
contention of this Seciety, namelv. that triule depression is the result of land
monnpoly. At the close of an exhaustive series of ebservativus on the evidence
of witnesses, Mr. (O'Connor states -— .

*} come to the general conclusion that sn large a proportion of the
proceeds ot indestry in the United Kingdom goes now to the ownersoi the conntsr,
that the temainder is nat safficient to secus- adequate remunetation to Uhe indus-
trial classes, sither in the shape of wages to the operativ oF reasonabls profi
to the argansse» of labour —the employers, or capitaliste, This seoms to he Quite
sufficient to account for such depression as exists, and the abvious remely
15 tn be found in securing an increased proportion ta the industrials and
a smaller share to thie non-industrials.”

Mr. ' Conner daes not specify the method by which this change is to be
effected but failing this, he has, by tracing trade Jepression to its true sourc.,
not only given unespected value to the procecdings of a Rovel Commission
from which twn experts in the question of Land Nationalisation were deliberately
exciuded : but has. the Executive venture w thitk. inawrially advanced this
Socicty's pesition with sobur and business-lke inen

{2i —The Trades' Union Ceongress wpich mer nt Hull in septeinber. was
remarkable for, among other things, the out-spoken declaration of s President,
Mr. F, Maddison, ia his opening addre:s, in favour of Land Nationalisation, On
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a succeeding day the Land Question was discussed, when a resolution urging
State-assisted emigration on the one hand, and the acquisition of proprierary
rights sn the land by our agricaitural population vn the other, was rejected. and
an amendment condemning State-aid-:g emigration. and demanding the mos?
drastic reform of the land laws, was carried by a majority of 87 10 11, Tt is the
opinion of the Executive thal this Society's programme very fairly complies with
the terms of that amendment, and thev hope that at the next meeting of the
Trades’ Union Congress, Land Nationalisation may be debated as a distinct
issue.

{3).—But not the least noteworthy instance of independent approximation to
our views, is the fact that, perhaps the most influentia! newspaper in the country,
the Pali Muall Gazette, has declared in unmustakatle terms, and on several
occasions, in favour of Land Nationalisation {or Ireland. These declarations have
all the more weight. since the Editor, the guiding spirit of the new journalism,
bas, as is well-known, made bimself personally acquainted with the condition of
Ireland. A quotation from a leading article in the Pull Mall Gasetre, of February
last. mway suitably conclude the record of development in public opinion.

* Do not ler them (the Government) imagin. that any coaversion of 6,050 big
landlords into boo,o00 littie cnes wtll solve the dithenity in Ireland. Sucha
scheme will settle nothing. The otly solution that oficrs even a prospect of
permanence is that by which the fee simple purchased by the State’s credit is
retained in the hands of ihe State or its local representative.”’

The Society's operations have been carried on during the past fnancial year
ander circumstance of seme difficuity. Its President, Dr. A. R. Wallace, has -
beer: aksent in America, and :ts late Treasurer, Mr. A, C. Swinton, to whnse
energy the Society mainly owes its existence, was obliged, under doctor’s orders,
to slackern his efforts.  That Ar. Swinton is now in better health is a2 matter
for congratslation, which te Execulive feel they should fittingly mention in
this report.

Notwithstanding these disadvantages, a highly satisfactory record of work can
be presented.

LECTURES AND ADDRESSES.

The number of Lectures and Addresses delivered has becn nearly three times
moare than that of any previons year, namely, sixty-three in all.  Of these, Miss
Helen Tavlor has deltivered 12, viz. - at Shefhield (1wice). Preston, Hammersmith,
Darwen. Peckham, Carnbryn, Chepstow, Abercarne, Faisiey, Walsall, Sunderfand,
and Manchester, {(the latter in co-operation with the Manchester Land Restoration
Leavue)  The Rev. TG, Dyke, 7. at Margate and neighlouring districts. and
at Watferd, and Canning Town, The Rev, Dr. E Pan Jones, 30 at various places
in the Principality, referred to in his sub-report whichfollows My, Jameson, 32,
at Straiford, Tenge, Richmond, Old Tent Road, Marylehone, Silvertown, and
varioas other plices and ciubs round London.  Mr, J. McG. Ross. 1, at Donar
Bridge. Mr. (" has. Wicksteed, 1; af Liverpook

Parentheticu)ly it may be stated here that numerous requests for literature
from ail parts of the cowtatty ove been made, with especial view (0 debates 10 be
opened, or papers read, oo ihe subject of Land Nationalisation, by the various
correspondents,

Of the Lectures or Addresses given several call for special remark. Those
deliverzd by Miss Helen 1.aylor m Paisley and Walsall, were followed by
collections on behalf of the Socicty's fends, noteworthy examples which the
Esccutive gratefuliy acknowledge. Urgent requests for o second visit from these,
and indeed nearly every place visited by Miss Taylor, have been received. A
correspondent at Wal-all described the lecture as the **talk of the town.™  These
are fair indications of the spirit of enthusiasm our cause is evoking.

Agiun. the Hev 7T, <5 Bryke read a paper on Land Nationalisation Iast astuman,
at a Corference of Primitive Wesleyan Ministers. A reply to this, ' Objectiong
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to Land Nationalisation,” was 10 be prepured for a succeeding meeting held in
apnl With respect to this muecoing, Mro Dike has written to say - the Hev. |,
Yunaick. of Watford, was appoinid to wiite x paper ou tbjections 10 Land
Nationzbisation,” but his paper was late comung o hand, and inly absesce the
subject was raised by the Rev. ] Ashevartiz ang discuss I
replicd to all the objections raised and i the matter had been «u ted Lo o
vote of the meeting, I do not thiok that more than une would have voted sgzain-
the proposal of our Society. The most amusing part of the business sas
as the discussion ciosed, Mr. Dinnick's paper was banded in, zid reac,
amidst much laughter, it was found that the writer had become a thorouzh ennver:
te Land Nationalisativn, and could ind - 1o objection which may not b righteously
avercome.’

The importance of the [acts recnrded in Mr. Dyke’s letter cannot be over-rated,
since the influence of the bedy te which he belongs, among our tural popualation
especially, is universally acknowiegel

LOCAL ORGANISATION.

The experiment of appoiating Hon. District Secratarics has in several directions
proved a marked suceess.  The Kev. Dr. E. P'an Joues, in Wales, the Res T
G, Dyke at Marga, and Mr . McG. Kness. in Rosssbure, have especi v
justified by their energetic service this method of loczl action. There i urzant
need, however, for the appointment ot 1 travelling agent of the Saciety, to keep it
in constant touch with 11s iocal represencatives, to arrange for leciures, and (o
arganise Brauches. This step however cannot be safely contemplated without a
considerable addition to the Society s tncome,

REPORT FROM WALES,

The land agitation 1n Waies, ) am heppy '« state, nas gained monch favor i the prer ar ¢he
peorle during ihe Jug twelve mostis, Nuowep o clran= 23 hotd mectinags mpe Contingagly
omiag to and, the people age everywlote read v 1g o defray ol ex nenses inearred thore hy'.
The Tithe (citation hos been Irawn serisa our path an pC ReADE ¢ L. I'hnt agitation
has bees oug before the pabliic. hee puid ageuts evervwa il Plekly 3 ul comuan Lo
that ise Jand seimtion eruld pot oompede witih it Besides, the bulk of fhe Weli's 3o nog sare
atant reating Figlish. sud we have no Welsh liemtare te pul lato their hands the coasequvies is
that progreas ig daw : besfdes, 1o Wels"- ME. nas ac far declared :n nar favar,

dor stroxgest npponents, Erot ioid, wolo be the farmers. All thep wim at fwa reduetinn of renc,
then let them grab for a farto a beay, v iong.  The Land Dill whick is abowt t1 = breaght into the
Hanse this week has no drop of & Wessivg in it for 1he gz man,

(ur wart now ia Uterpture to jenve Mehind ud lu e distoict, 8o that the poople mat Jaiee Loy
theriwives. I append a dist of the pisces where meetings were held garing the twolve months .~

1 Llardymsrl § DBolyddaten 18 Abergsraclwyn 34 fibeon

3 Tivdrch 10 Waunariwgdd 17 Rhxdrmein 25 Piynonbedr

3 Scven Sisters 11 Wintland 18 Anmhog 2¢ Bury Port

4 Glyn Nueath 12 Llangyeing 3& 1§ Miackvuileth 37 Corriz

8 New Tredegar | Clears 20 Crugrbar 28 Dinas Mawacdy
& Bargoei 15 Aberdate 2 Lianawchilyn 29 Givnarthen
7 Aercwmbay z:; Yorth 2% Peucadady 30 Tonoveymer

¥ Llanberis 1% Bridgend 73 Pipybont i 31 Bwragam

The ti'ce meetings at the places bracketed were a mirtura of Home Nule and Land, Mr.
Abrai.am, M.P.. waz prelt and spoke at two, and Mr, A, J. Williatng, 3 P, snoke at the nthar,

Mr, Williamns abjested to tha resolution on tha band question, but when it was puc to the neeting
it way cart el nem, con.

Miss Ilelen Taypior was tovited by the Libernl Assoeintion to0 Monmonthahire. £hLe held threa
mweetings there which I fafled 14 attend, Mr. Michas! Davitt visited South Wnies =

trree meetings there. though not directly on the land yuestion, but the reception ghvsn X
wes enoagh to show Low the wind blew. IB‘.. P. JONEA.
LITERATURE.

The Society's tracts and pamphlets have been widely distribnied dnting the
past twelve months. Many enquirics have re:ulted from the experiment of
advertising our literature in the Financial Reform Almanack == wrher nublicas
tians,  Yet, little attention has hitherto been directed to the Sucietyv's sohiswhat
togg list of tracts by the Press, and it 15 with a peculiar feeling of thankfulness that
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the Fxecntive observed the statement in a newspaper, * That the literatare of the
Saciety is high class, and it cannot be roo widely circulated among law reformers,
whethier they adept the contentions of the Saciety or not.”

Betore leav Ligland, T- Walluece wrote a tract, * Note on Compensation
w Landlords.”  This topether with a leaflet ** Land Nationalisatior versns Land
Monopoly,” has beer added to the Sociely’s dist,  Several reprinis have been or
are being made. and a eract on Mining Rovalties will shortly be written.

REVISION OF PROGRAMME AND RULES.

Acting on the recommendation miade by our President at ke last Annuad
Meeting. ihe General Council carefully cousidered. at a series of mentings. the
question of aliering the docwly s Jegrem ne in respect 1o the proyxsed methnd of
compensation. Opportunity was further (oken o revise the Socwety's constitu-
tion and rules. Tflu results of their deliberation were sul.mitted 10 a Speoial
General Meeting of members held on the gih of February. »hoa it was resolved
xem, £on

{1).—* That this meeting appruves of as practicable the metheod of compensation
by means of State Land Bunds tejeemable at par.™ -

{2j — Thal the General Couneil be empowered to make such verbal alterations
in the Society’s programme as the accepiaaceof che above resolution wmay render
neCessary :

(3t - That the revised coastinntion and rules as sabmitted by Geperal Coaacil
be accepted and coufirmed by this inceting.

The Esxecutive are fully convinced that the above changes have materally
strengthened the position of the Society

Of the Revised Constituiizn and Rules, the first is, iu the opinion of the
Faccutive, of most importance, 1t removes 2 doubit existing in the minds «f many
perscas, whether the acceptance of the Society’s programme was a stwe gud fuon of
membership. In 4 progressive movemert such an acceplance is prictically im-
pessible, and the altered rile makes it evident that adherence to the prinezis of
T.1ud Natienalisaten, with equitable compensation, is the cltiel point; the questivn
of rmuthod Leing a1 secondary, though by ne mvans unimpuortact, consideration.

PARLIAMENTARY AND PUBLIC ACTION.

The chief event of tlr Socieiy’s year in this re<pect, bas been its association
with the important Celtic Conference at Bonar Bridge, hold 1 Qctober Jast. As
this confervicy proposed to conziler the Lind guestion amcug other things, the
Exccurive were imnvited te zen:l a representitive. They did more than this, they
senr q Celt Idr 12 I'an J()I‘]BS was able to comply with the Executive's rennest
to attead that conference as the Seciety’s delegate. onmd alse t3 appear in the
Highlands 28 a bmther from Wales.  Flis advecacy of our vatse, together with
that of Ay J. McG Roers. our District Hon  Secretary in the Highlands, con-
tributed to a very satisfactory resylt. he follawing resolution was mnanimously
carrimd [ —

* That this confernee, believing the cxisting land =ystem to be the chief cause
nf the anhappy condition of por rural pupulation, as well as of the overcrowding,
msery, aad crime o ocar larps wwes Jdemands thag the land of the pation be
applied for the vse and boenent of the peoaple of the nat’ e, ond hereby appoints
the tobewing rentlemern to prepare 2 bill greing effect to this resiolntion, namely .\ —
T Clace, AMLE AL Satherland AP - D H Naclclire, D Macdensbd, MP
¢ Fraser-Mackintash, M P Peter Eeslomont, Mo 0 WO A Haner, M B0 JUOW
Basclay, M P Afr. Findlzier: e Pan Jenes: Mre | MG Roze Alaess, Mr W,
Saunders, London ; S Meson, M Joseph Arch O H Andereon, QO MY
C. A V. Conybeare. M ¥ @ Mr Maciennon Iesolis; Mr Stuart-Glenme : Mr. D,
Murray . Mre ], G, Werr, | Kowlands M.P D Cameron, Qban; Mr. Ale».
Mackenzie. inverness ; with Mr. Findlater and Dv. Macdonald, as conveners af
the commities.
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The Society hus since been invited 1o [mnw a Pl in confreming s
ot to suicpest amendments t the Coafig's Avt, o
ot Lot Matioraliziton easire. Thisinptter his b \k.—.)
demands of Tixecative duties ; but It is our Bape soreport <1 fines
at the next Annual mecting.
13 1he inteodnction of the clumsy find legistation of the presei .',:u-:-..rn:r-“m
ot General Council amimousiv passed e . '
" That in the rpiniom of this Counvil
Lords ace not such oz wdl afford any velief
soleton ol the Lad goestnn 1"7! this Urur
A the lan T, vitherin Jofand or Grear Wi
ues not pring stander the dirent Cand o
it nay be adnunisteved 1 othe agerest o
classes of the people impartiaity pre vided |

LAND NATIONALISATION ABROAD.

Under date of rk“"""kt'\w Sthoonr President writes foor s Wasndivowor o B8 mig -

* The Americans are fens advanyed unt the ceston than we e s ooy
the larpe pumbers w’o 0T R PRI | PPN
an/ partly to the com wietd by ('-*.
Land imonopoly ir wwne pei St s eflenn Rune as
around towns and ciies s e Lawl  Thi
becauss Lore all Lnoccupis i1-<ih1'<'-g ’ulfi [EN WL VRSP IS M R
Ghisgona Lawid Nest. R Lohe done oo and the Fear'U i merede
make land dearee, o throw it inte e Bands o0 bir e capinaniste wha can affort o
pay the tax and wair, and thon make 1w more 35 thun willi 0s D o poder man
te have 1 plot of Tand bevond the 13 o0 10 feat wide fur a smal Saus s an
esperiental fallure of rhe taxation pl,m o

The reyrort of 1he fivst Annun! Maeting of the Soath Ansirasiaz Lasd Natea.
atbaabtom Seciety staes that its vear’s work has fesn Bigh Iy s tessfal, Aoy ww My
ing the repuort b2 aa account of a lectar delivered at the moctns by Me. 1 My \I
Glyan. B.A This leenige is .‘merrs g fere s ctaterent ol the G oeme ‘l) CRTH
growth uf Land Monepoly in oif the Adstralastun Colunies  Asthis bas appe nied
under 3 system af wesl v freg 1"1“(. in L, the fact is respectfuily commeniie! to
the attention of the 1ree 1 and Leagae.”

Asa furtheritem ! Colonial aews, may be mentioned the eeceipt of a lerter, only

; ack fros che Land Nationabisalion Aseociation of New =t

b gbwa
Vi ower

n (R foan I

o of
tisfactry
CorlaIng
stk 1t

ge - dlogead Leatien
S (TP TH
Hoyery pasiee i

R

(RS BT

2 werk
Wales, st dis revens formation, asd askiag for some practical bine: s 10
the best methods of sreansauon

he Fxecutive finaily have very great satislaction in stadog that n Land
fenalization 103 1as been intraduved by the New Zeaiand 'ioveorvmert of
whrch Sir fober; atutis Uremier. S Kobert Stous s or swns notil revontly
Hon, Seoretary of the | r-«'\d Naticnalisation Soc'v voof New Zoalamd,

Tois helieved thar after the pubh\.nn-;n of this rvpor: trends of Land
Natie nadisaion wit be induced to come forward Dherally with pot-ieat anl
pecithiary help, s chat the principles we are adwicating r'n) b Gy ianted i
the minds of the yo '"u\cr politiciang of to-day, who will have ¢ oo (W nap
befare iong) legividoe eflect to thenr,
tcutive entnestly appeal 10 all thinkers on the Land Question 1o place
5 in direct communication with this Society
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SUBSCRIPTIONS AND DONATIONS

Andrews, J. e
Baler, W L. e
Barclay, Miss .
Barnett, F. Gilmore
Barrctt, Miss Rosa M. ...
Bell, Alfred 5. S.
Ridlake, Mlss L.
Bishop, A.

Blackwell, Dr. Elizabeth
Bloomneld, A. C.
Brandretk, H. J...

Breoks — .
Clarke Kev. J. .., e
Cotien, Mrs. S, A.(z years)
Craig, E. T,
Covernev. Miss Hate ...
Crichton, ). {2 vears) ..,
Cooper, H. G, (2 years)...
Crowa, john .
(D F\}A Friend ...
Domoney, P, K.,
Desquesnes, B. ... .y
Dorgherty, Jo .
Dodd, T, R.

Dyke, Rev. T. G. (2 yea.rs)
Earle, Col. §. M.

Elioie, T,

Field, W, e
ht”e,rafd D G.
Freeman, F, e
Fry, |.

G:rdlef-tone E. D
Gooch, Fredk. ...
Greig. J. B. {2 years) ..,
Hilstead, A e
Hamilton, Mrs.

Henly. T, I..
Holloway, Edwin

Hull, E.J. e

Hull, W.'].

Jamescr Wm

Jones, Wev. E, Pan PhD

Jones. Richard ... e
Kemp. George .
Ki'munster, Chas

Kitchener H, W.

Kitson, W, s
Kunight, Geo, J. .

LeOuesne, A. C. (2 )ears
Ley. H. W. e
me’sa\. ‘\Ilssh .
Lowe, ] .- i .

Mclntyre, M >$J A eew
Mackenzie, M. (2 years)
Marfleet, Chas. ... s
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Martine, Mrs. A, Blunden
Massey C. C, ... .
Merx.k Edward s

Mobuh
Monteith, _[ A
Moseley —
Newman, Professar F. W.
O'Leary, ], W,

Owen, I, ... v
Pagbacdini. T.

Pernet. George ...
Reynolds, A (2 }(-arc.}

Reynolds, AL J. (2 wars)
Reynolds, C, (2 vears) ...
Roynoids, Gl (2 vears) ...
Revnolds, W, (2 }ea.rs)...
Raobirson, E, -
Robinson. §. j

Ross J. Mo G ..
Smith, jol‘n (z ycnrs) .
Saper, I, L.

'-'iuumari Fr.mh
:-;u.mton A C

Taylar, Miss 'He[en

Taanton, T, W,
Tebl, Mrs vee
Thewmas, [LE. ..
Toemlinson --

Trotter, LS. ...
Trounson. J. YW, ..

Waiket, |....
Waiker J. F,
Webster, Rev, Alex. ..
Wight, G, O. e
Wiltiams, Howard
Winder, LA, ... e
Woo lmansese, J. .
Worley, F. (2 )m)
Per G. Q. \‘nghl Sunder-
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PUBLIC MEETING.

——————

Tur Meeting of Members was followed by a Public Meeting, at
which Miss Helen Taylor also presided.

The proceedings were opened by the Hon.-Secretary, Mr.
WViiliam Jameson, reading several letters of apology from gentle-
men for non-attendance, Dr. Macdonald, M.P., sard that, haviog
to take the chair at a Society of which he was president, he was
unalie to come, but expressed a hope that the meeting would be a
great success. Mr. Charles Fenwick, M.P., said that the state of
his health prevented him attending to more than his Parliamentary
duties. Mr. Cunninghame Graham, M.P., also excused himself on
the ground that he would be in Scotland on the day of the
meeting ; but as a landlord himself, he wished the Society every
success in their crusade against abuses, Mr, A, C. Swinton, a
Vice-President of the Society, expressed his sympathy by sending
a donation of two guineas to the funds; and Dr. Elizabeth
Blackwell, sent a coniribution of £1, with good wishes for the
success of the meeting. Mrs, Bryant, D.Sc,, also wrote regretting
her unavoidable absence.

The President, Miss Helen Taylor, on rising, wasreceived with foud
applause. Shesaid that,in the course of the past year, the events that
have 1aken place have justihed the work and the existence of this
Society. We might indeed quote the saying that,  the stars in their
courses fight for us " : the progress of the seasons, the changes of
nature, show that the system against which we are fighting,
is a system which cannot stand a rainy day.—(Hear, hear) In
the course of the past year, the wealthy landlords of England have
found themselves compelied to make an almost unprecedented
reduction in their rent to their tenants, - (Hear, hear.) It has
amounted in many cases to five-and-twenty, and in others ta fifty
per cent.;—a plain acknowledgment of one of two things:
either that the land system uader which we live is only a fair-
weather system ; that the system of landlord and tepant, private
property in land, and free competition for the occupation of that
land, is a system which can only flourish under favourable circum-
stances such as nature never gives—{a voice, % Normal circum-
stances.”)—or else it is a confession, that under our legal system
the owners of property are able to cnforce a rack-rent.  For if the
circumstances are, as one of our friends in the Hall says, perfectly
“normal,” if nature does give sufficient help, even in the worst
season, and if farmers can be flourishing and successful even under
those circumstances, then we ask, why must the great proprietors
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this year give reductions of five-and-twenty or fifty per cent,,
unless they nave been asking too much in times before ’—{Hear,
hear, and applause.) It has been said by many, that we are now
passmg throuzh one of those phases of distress whirl, in the
changes of the seasons, must come., sometimes, over every
{agrlcultufal system, But let us turn to another agricultural systems,
n a neighbouring Jand: not that systers which this Society
upholds, yet a hetter and a more heaithy one than prevails hore.
'}'um to the neighbouring couniry of France. Probably history
toes not record so heavy a burden laid upon sny country as the
indemnity which France had to pay to Germany after the late war.
To pay that unheard of amouni, it was nccessarv to impose
the heaviest taxation, France has had to contend against thas
taxation. France, in its fairest provinces, the richest, and those
which produce the most from an agnicuitural point of view, has hal
to pass through not one crisis only, such as we are having here,
but during the last five-and-twenty years the fairest provinees of
France have lost many of their most profitable items of roliure.
Part of the South of France supphed foomerly the whele of
Germany and England with: the most valuable dyes for their cotian
manufactures, From the Scuth of Frauce came the indelibl: dyes
used 1n Switzerland and German to dye the cotton nsed by the
population of those countries, and the lves for the cotton by the
export of which to the East England w1s enriched.  Suddealy the
andine dyves were discovered, and in the course of a few years,
the madder dyes ceased to be produced in the Scuth of France,
Almost at the same time a disease brole out among the silkworms,
and deprived the South of France of that production of sitk
which had made it one of the richest districts in the world. And
as if these were not sufficient losses, a tlurd, a devastating Jdisease
among the vines showerd itself, and niv sooner had they ot 1d of
the first vine-disc:se, the oidiunm, and begun to floutish in spite of o,
thau a freshk Jdiseasc. the phyltoxera, broke out; and there wers
many who, having when the madder<dye failed invested their money
mn %"lrle}‘arils, were ruined in the course of a few vears. Yer,
weighted with the loss of all these various crops, weighted with
the heavy taxatioun to pay an indemnity heavier than was previously
known in history, the people of France, poorer than the peopie
of Engiand, are not suffering as we are. Franee is poor=1, hut the
poor are not sutlering as our poor suffer. They are sathero, 'n great
measure, hecause they, too, have not zot the s und anf] ’.m-\‘k-sonu-
svstem of state-ownership of the land.~—{Hear, hear.r i 2arm
suflering less than we are here, becnuse, althouzh they have not
onc hail of that which Mr, Wallace, the Pre:ident and founder
of the Land Nationalisation Society recomntends nacely, the
stata-owiership of land, they have the othe half wl:uh our
Presideut, from his large and extended knotuldigs, holds 1o be
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equally important, they have smail occupations of land. But
how stands it with us? How does the logic of events, how do
facts, contirm the wisdom of cur Erglish system of landholding ?
Compare the state of England to-day—as we are all being told
to do this year—with the state of England fifty years ago.
Between that time and this we have had free trade; we have
had cheap bread ; we have carried out the systems of so-calied
political economists ; we have enlarged the political liberties of
the country; and we have increased its wealth until it has
become the richest nation in the world. Our commerce is
unequalled ; our manufactures still hold the first place. With
political liberty; with the spread of the influence of the press;
with the improvement of education; with free trade and cheap
bread ; what, with all these, is the upshot of an analysis of the
last fifty years? Il is that with every advantage, while the
wealth of this country is increasing, its misery, its squalor, its
starvation is increasing in a larger proportion. The poor of
England toil, only that the surplus product of their toil may go
to mcrease the pomp and power of their landlords—(Applause)—
and it will be entered in the records of history, that while in the
last fifty vears, the trade, the education, the political liberty, the
wealth, and the foreign power of Engiand has increased by leaps
and bounds in an unprecedented degree, yet during that same
time the British Empire has become a scene of famine-fever to
a degree unknown in the history of the world.

Iet us turn for a short time to a little country where the
circumstances are very different. Let us turn to the little kingdom
of Greece, a kingdom which does not count as many millions of
popuilation as the capital city of this kingdom ; a country so ill
fitted for cultivation, that you may travel {from one end of it to the
othet and not find a plain surface which will give an hour’s galilop
upon a horse; a country of barren lime-stone rock, the olive and
orange trees of which were burnt and desiroyed by the Turks
before they were forced to abandon the country ; a country so poor
that when the Turks were forced tc leave it, they thought they had
succeeded in depopulating it of all its native inhabitants, as some
English people say they would like to do with Ireland. Yet go on
horse and on foot, fording the rivers of a country too poor to build
brnidges ; penetrate to its reruotest corners, and from one end of it
to the other you will not find one man, woman, or child who knows
what hungeris. And why? Because, with ali the drawbacks of
bad Government—-Foreign Government——that country has what
our Society desire; to see, 1ts taxation mainly levied from the land.
The result 1s, that that poor and barren country paying rent to the
nation in the form of land-tax, everyene holding a little land, but
all paying their rent to the State, Greece, under the most adverse
circumstances of history, of political and pbysical conditions, yet
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does not .know starvation, while wealthy, free, and prosperaus
England is a bye-word for the starvation anong its peopis. -
{L.oud applause.) : ) -
£ have thus gone into the conditions of two neighbotring
countnies, hecause I have wiched (o point aul that the lewinns of
fact and of histesv confirm the teachings i 7 priri phioscphy and
morality. When we say that the land. which ne mar made. ro
man has a right 1o own: and when we <av that the land, which is
necessary for the existence of all canno! justly be wonenolised by
any, we are laying down two g“reit principles. ant 1 ask von here
present to say whether the abstract truths to which they paiat are
not amply earried out in the experience of nesihouring nations
and our own. {Applause}-=There arc those amony us in Englen!
who put aside the teachings of morality, of history, of the Clrizrias
religion, as well as the teachings of political cconcmiy wnd of lovic,
and who telf us that what we are saffering frn: in Enshind. s net
private property in land--it is thai we have sor capriel the
principle of private property in Iand o irr fulest and altieric
conclasion.  And therciore tsay they), Do away with pooowens
ture, do away with the old histornical tenure of land” Vest for
that old historical tenure recogniscs the tichs ot the satiotn—-
(Applause.)  Conservatives at Jeist are hound 1 be 'indpation-
alrsers, for the old constitutionai laws of Engiand rec gmise o
such thing as private preperty in fand. 1t is the propertv of the
~Crown, as the representative of the people; arncl 1t would be a
happy thing if m this year of Jalslee, Her Majestv would, n
regand to the land, carry out the original fewish meaning of the
ward. —(Applause.) [ do not think there 15 4 Repubitean amang s
—I am a pretty strong Republican myseif—iaughtony -1 do not
think there 1= a Republican who would not ratber trust the Crown
with the land than the aristocracy.—{Applause).  But what
have certain pseudo-hiberals found out as a device to naprove our
ancient tenure? Why, that we are to pass Acts of Darliament to
give free trade in land ! That is something like giving frec frare
in theft: and indeed, if the law of competitian is the onfy just Loy,
there seems no good reasen why thieves shoull not dlaun frec trade
as well ax other people. But what would bu the eonsejuence if
free irade in land, and the abelition of puimogeniture, 1nd of the
right of entail were to be carried at once ?  Ther arr rrose who
fear that this wonld bave the result {as has been said i 0w pul
press) of multiplying the owners of fand. and <o strengthienming ihe
power of private property in land.  But the pave o Ristary dees
not lead to anyv such inference,  France, when she sonfiscated the

estatos of her areat nobles, and sold the land out sud at ?c* 2t
whe chose to by it. had this advantage, that the wealtly cises
: 1=+ such

had at that sime fled the country, and were not e orl
prices as the poor could not afford to give. Aad et look at
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France of to-day, and ask those well acquainted with the country
and they will teil us at once that the land of France would be in
the hands of a few preprietors were it not for the law of succession
which divides the property of the parents among the children.
Those, therefore, who propose to lay the whole of thte land open to
the keen competition of the rich classes of Society, when they teil
us that this would increase the number of proprietors in England
and enable the poor each to have a piece of land, are speaking of
what they have not studied and do not thoroughly understund.
The eftect of the free sale of land would be that the great capitabsts
of the world would crowd hither, and give us such examples of
oppression and extortion as the Highlands of Scotland have
afforded in recent days.—(Hear, hear, and applause.) Free trade
in land might, indecd, be to the interest of Socialism; because the .
result would be to remove the disunction between landed and other
property, and it might thus hasten a social revolution by abolishing
the existing distinction between therr. :
1f we are right in our contention for the restoration of the land
of England to the pecple of England, and the obligation to pay
the rent of the land to the state, and the duty of the state to
guarantee, if necessary, at least a homestead to every family in the
country ; if this is, as we believe, the only wholesome and possible
solution of the present difficulties, then we are ail bound to make
this Land Nationalisation movement one of our first objects in
politics. There are but few other movements of equal importance;
ar.d among thosc fow are the two which would most contribute to
the Nationalisation of the land. One of these two is giving the
right of voting for our law makers in Parliament to the mothers of
the nation. (Applause.; For by the very law of nature women
are the natural guardians of the homv; and the wealthy men of
England conld never have robbed the poor men of their right in
the land of iheir birth, if the poor men had not consented to rob-
Cbing wormen ol their right in the Parliament of their country.
And perhaps the only other thing of equal importance in politics 12
the holding up of a high standard of personal honour, purity, and
integrity of life. This 1s needed for the prompt attainment of
effectual reforny of cur land system, as for every other reform; for
all great movements in England when they have become the
object of popular enthusiasia ure not kept back by direct means;
our rulers dare not deny directly what the mass of the people are
determined to have,; reforms are kept back by the bribery of the
clectorate, an | the deception of the public press. Immoral means,
briliery and falsehood, are brought to the support of theft of the
public furds and misappropriation of the land of the nation and
they will be brought again and again until the mass of the nation is
determined that its representatives shall be honest men and women.
In the meantime, the economic failure of the system of private
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property in land, is working for its abolition, as in the case of the
Anti-Slavery movement in America. Slavery broke down there
because the slave-owners could not cultivate the rich lands
of the South at a profit by slave labour, whils the frce
cultivators could cultivate the poor lands of the North at a
profit by free labour. In like manner private property in land
in this Nation is destined to come to an end sooner or later,
because under this system. England is fast losing its coinmercial
superiority over other nations, where a better, although not a
perfect, system of land tenure prevaiis. But it depends upon us,
it depends upon our zeal, our earnestness, our self-sacrifice, our
enthusiasm, how soon England shall learn as a nation a more
perfect system of land-holding. If we relax our efforts it may
come to pass that England may learn the lesson of Land Nation-
alisation too late; other nations may get the start of us, and the
ground thus lost England may never be able to make vp again,
As lovers of our country, as lovers of justice, and as lovers of ocur
feliow countrymen and women, who are starving to-day in this
wealthy city of London, let us not relax our efforts until we have
brought our feliow citizens to feel as we feel the truth and the
justice of the great principle of the Land for the people.-—(L.oud
and prolonged applause.) ‘

Professor F. W. Newman moved the first resolution as follows,
viz.:— That private property in land gives o individuals that which
vightly belongs to the whole pesple; thatl the remt of the land should
be used fo mect the expenses of Groveynmiewt vatier than for ihe frofit
of the few: and furiher, that Natiowalisation of the land alone can
secure to the people the impartial wuse of theiy wative s0il.”  The
Professor said that after the full and able speech they had heard
from the President,~he could not say Chairman—(\ jaugh)—lc
begged to make a httle digression from the resolution, in order to
express the gratification he felt, as an old man, to see ladies present
at that meeting {applause). The resdlution stated that private
property in land gave toindividuals what cught to belong te the
whole public. During the period when the Hunganan exiles werein
Ergland, he had the pleasure of knowing Kossuth and Pulszky. The
latter wrote to him from Hungary a few years ago, and he belicved
he would now speak far more strongly than he did then. He had
a very large estate in Hungary, and he said to him (the Jrofessor),
“We landlords in Hungary are not so well off as vour landicrdsin
England, for in England you make the farmers take all the tish of
the weather; but here (in Hungarvi we are compelled to take’all
the risk upon ourselves.” He (Professor Newman) now perceived
from the newspapers, that the floods round about the estate were
likely to be injurious to its proprietor again, His hearers would
fully appreciate the point of the' contrast. He bad never
heard of anyone who could argue against the Land Natlonalisation
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Society upon any sound principle. Opponents propounded a
doctrine of despair: that God's providence had decreed poverty
to peasants, bad seasons to farmers; therefore we must expect
great calamities to fall upon us from time to time. No man was
a statesman who adopted this doctrine—(hear, hear}. Much rather
they should say, if they were even disposed to believe that things
naturally worked, not for the benefit of the many but of the few, stili
it was the only rational view of the statesman that all public
arrangements should be made for the benehit of the many (applause).
Continental statesmen had said that the first interest of Govern-
ment was to supply the lowest people with food. There was no
knowing what an illfed people might do. Despots saw what
an enormous danget there was in this; and we cannot argue in any
other way, than that the land ought to be for the benefit of the
millions. The time had gone by, when the landlord had great
duties imposed upon him, and had only a limited revenue allowed
tc him for his remuneration. What a contrast there was now!
How had this been brought about? By stealth, gradually, after
the landlords had entire power over legislation. [t began n the
time of Henry VIIL., and had gone on since up to the present day.
There were many able workmen, anxious to get work, who
could not get it. It was all very well to say, * What high wages
we pay ! 7 but in many cases, people could not get work at all,
because of the lund tenure.  But one need not argue this out from
the platform, when we have plenty of literature on the subject.
He quite agreed that ocur greatest danger is from those who
tutked about free trade inland. Land was precisely the artucle
in which therc ought not to be free trade—(hear, hear). He hada
conversation with the late Mr. Richard Cobden, at the time of the
Corn Law Agilation, who then distinctly avowed that by Free
Trapr, ull that he meant was, the absence of differeniial dufics.
Cobden never imagined that trade in everything ought to be free.
It was as ahsurd to talk of free trade mm land as of free
trade in gunpowider—(laughter and a voice: or dynamite). And
the same with regard to human flesh—he might as well say that
there siionld be free trade in slavery. It was something like the
suggestion of Deun Swift in regard to Ireland, that bahies
should be put upen the table as food—{Laughter}. This was Swilt’s
sarcastic way of suggesting how the difficulties of Ireland
might be solved.—Land was precisely the thing which ought never
to be free. Then, the resolution went on to say that the rent of
the land ought ic be applied to the purposes of Government.
Well, he confessed that e wanted the word Government explained.
By Government, he meant the improvement of our own people.
If, on the other hand, Government meant the shooting of the
peopie in the Soudan, and other places, then he did not want the
Government to have money in its hands which it could use for
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such purposes—(Hear, hear, and applauvse). With that under-
standing, the resolution appeared perfectly reaspnable. He
thought the land ought to be applied to the prafit of the many
rather than of the few. Clearly, when a landlord could say, * 1
am a churchman, and I don't like to have farmers who are not
churchmen,” and then declined to admit any other cuitivators,
they could hardly be proud of their native country. 1f the land
was in this case to belong to an individual, he would assume an
authority which was never dreamed of by the Parliament. or by
the Sovereign himself. Nothing could be more instructive in the
matter than the allusion that had been made to the American,
who went to Scotland, bought up the land, and then would not
allow a little lamb to stray over his domain—(* Shame.”) With
that before their minds, if they did not wish to allow this principle
to grow, they onght to approve of the iesolution. They might
have heard a story which was within his memory: A person
brought an action against a seller of pills, because the pills did
not do him any good. He was asked, “How many pills did you
take?” and he replied, f Sixty hoxes,"—({Launghter). The defence
put up was that he had not taken enough.—(Great laughter). And
this was what their friends—who were claiming free trade in land—
were doing. He hoped that all present, would do everything in their
power, and exert themselves to carry out the principles of the
resolution, {applause).

Mr. Geo. J. Knight said he had the greatest pleasure in seconding ~
the resoiution. [t seemed to him that the Land Nationalization
Question had not been put fully before the working ciasses,
particularly i London; he beglieved that in London they were
sufferimg more from the land and rent questions than any
Irishman. Let them look at their streets and the high rents that
were demanded for the houses when the oid leases or holdings fellin.
There were cases 1in London recently reported before the Town
Holdings Commission, where people had been called upon to pay
fourteen or fifteen times the rent they had been previously paying,
and not only that, but they had to pay perbaps {1400 or £1500
as a fAne in addition in order to get renewal of a lease, while not a
fraction was paid by the landlord, consequently an increased charge
was put upon everything produced. He believed if men fully
considered the principle of that organisation and that 1t might be
used as a powerful lever to aid them in the matter of a reduction
of rents, they would heartily support this Land Nationaiisation
Society.—(Applause). He thought there was no doubt that people
understood that every public improvement was hindered by cir-
cumstances arising out of the tenure and the holdings of land.
Every day they saw the great difficulties placed in the way of
all sociai improvements, they seemed n fact to be fettered by the
lapdlord on every hand.-——(Hear, hear). The workman spent more
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for the rent of his workshop, his dwelling, or the place where he
might carry on his business, than he did for the entire food and
clotiing for himself, his wife and the education of all his chiidren.
Many muddle-class tradesmen, clerks and professional men who
had to pay handsome rents, in order tc obtain or retain their
incomes, were unable to pay for the education of their chiidren,
and so had to send them to a Board School, and practically to
become paupers, in order to get their little ones educated.—(Cries
of “No, no}). Well he, (Mr. Knight} considered it a form of pan-
perism,  The amonnt of payment by the parent was not in propor-
tion to the education the children received. They got an education
which generally cost the ratepayers a much larger sum, still, he was
not going to say that educalion was not doing a great deal of good.
He believed the School Board would do a great deal to make the
rising generation understand this Land Nationalisation Question.
There was a feeling among the working men, that they ought
to have what they had earned ; but they went on from one end
of the year to the other, working and spending ali their lives,
mercly to keep the landlords niding by in their carriages taxing
and restricting their enterprise.—{Applause), In commercial
enterprises they would find a manufa@urer who could afford
te place his manufactory out of the Metropolitan area, and
who was not compelled to live within it, was not taxed to
anything like the extent, and could compete very powerfully with
the man who had to carry on his manufadtures near large towns.
This was in consequence of the extra rent that had to be paid
for the premises in which the business was carried on. These
things were beginning to be understood. He could not sée that
the working men weve going to jump into all these things at
once, but he was sure that the coming generation who were
now getting an education in the various Board and other coinmon
Schoals, would realise the idea that God created the land, not
for the few, not for the benefir of a few landiords, but for the proper
use and benefit of all—({Applause). This wasa fact which ought to
be imjieesserd upon the nising generation, and then he believed the
principle of Land Nationalisation, would uhimately enforce itself
upon the people—(Applause). It dil not follow that they should
all be farmers; or that every one should insist upon having his
three acres and a cow,” but it did follow that they should have
a rigit at some time or another, to some portion of the soil that
gave them Dbirth.—{Loud applause). This principle was not yet
fully appreciated. and unu! tne people come to realise it, he
felt that the work of the l.and Nationalisation Society will not
have been properly done.—({Renewed applause).

Mr. Charles \Wickstee:d, in supporting the resolution, said he had
lived in the country, and had been connected with farmers and
agricultural labourers for a great many years,; while, in connection
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with the Liberal organizations in Northamptonshire, he had
given a good many lectures: and he could only say, if men who
understood the subject could go mto the villages and shew the
- fabourers the vital importance of their right to hire land under
such just and equitable conditions as would enable them to
cultivate it with the same absolute secunity as they would haveif it
were their own; he kncw that the labourers would be land
nationalists to a man almost. 1f any of them wonld go with him
o any of these country meetings, which were attended by, perhaps,
sonie 200 earnest men, they would not find a hand hetd up against
their reselutions. At the Laberal Association of Kettening, they
passed a resolution that the best way to celebrate the Jubilee was
to restore all the land stolen, since Her Majesty’s accession to the
throne : and that was carried unanimously —(Applause.)  And, on
ne occasion, when this sort of resolution had been put up,
had there heen any opposition. He had devoted a great deal of time
to looking into the question,of how the theory of man's equal
right to the land could be worked out in practice; and he had
thought of the thing until he had come to the conclusion that it
was not only right, that 1t was not only practical, bur that it
was the most practical solution of the problem.--{Applause).
Some persons who had probably never devoted ten consecutive
minates of ther invaluable time to the subject—(a lnuygl)—said,
that i+ was of no use, and that it would not work. He {(Mr.
Wickstead) had a different opinion.—({Applause). That it had
never been done in civilized societies, but only in barbarous and
simple, so far from going against the theory, was encouraging, for
had it been tried, it would alsoe have failed, as all civilization had
so far ended in shameful and disgracefu) failure; and therc they
were, living examples of that fact to day, (Launghter and hear, hear),
It was not so much a question with them as peliticians, whether or
not they have heen progressing, but whether they had been
moving fast enough. Numbers of those present were men of
business. They wmight go intn large businesses all over the
country  every day, and see that some who had bheen
leading firms were receding into insignificance, and he wished
to ask them how 1t was. Theysaid, * Lock at these improvements,
look at those, look at all that has been dene in the last twenty
vears,” [t was not that they had not progressed: it was that
thev had not progressed fast encugh. Qutside people bad been
progressing much more rapidly, and left ther hchind. Ard this
was the solemn moral that he had to point our to themn,
namely, that changes in the economic conditions of society brought
to the front quabties faster than we were dealing with them.
Although we were doing splendid things, there woie wigantic pro-
blems throwing their shadow and gloon: over us, which we have not
vet touched. 1t is time there was a revolution. Let them cease



20

dibbling at the guestion. Let them go to the truth of the thing
and have faith in righteousness. Let them not tarry halfway
. between. It was most gratifying to luma to see such a large
audience there that night. Their Society, he took it-—and he
spoke ar . meatber—simply went in, in the first place, to national-
ize the land. He would go in for confiscation —{A~voice: It is
not eonfizcation'’—it ts “restitution.’}—if that were the only
or best way of regaining the land-—but they had to do with
reaiities, they had 1o take things as they were, and to
consider how best they could reach their olject.  Some of them
the it it was best not to knock their heads againsta stone wall in-
ste: T of goiry round 1t. Theyall knew the complicated state of things
whicl: this land system had created, and they thought that scme
sort of fair compensation would be the speediest and the fairest
way of olbtaining the land: and they knew that in fighting lor the
land, :hey were fighting for the management of the first sources
of existence. He thought if they could have land boards, paying
off the landowners by degrees, they would be able to regain the land
for the people, besides giving the landiords some compensation,
instead of resorting to the extremne measure of confiscation.

Professcr Newman interposing, said, that rather than using the
word compensation, he had preferred adopting with regard to
the landlords, the term **merciful consideration.” (L.aughter and
applause).

Mr. Wicksieed said, he quite agreed that the landlords were
entitled to consideration. He had proposed. in a httle work he
had written, that the landlords should have bonds given them,
instead of the land, and that these bonds should be gradually
paid off, A great deal of land in towns however, and a
littie in the country could be obtained by a sumpler method.
For exariple, suppose a2 man to have spent £€oo in building a
house, ou a picee of land Jiat had cost him £200, and that he was
rated at 440 a year, paying in 2li 6.0 the pound or £io a year,
winel, wonid be 5 per cent. on £200. The comununity could in
this case take the land, charging the owner ground rent for it,
but exempt ham from rates. The owner would no doubt feel
agoricved, but he would not be a poorer man; he would simply
have to pay yrcund rent inclusive of rates, and be deprived
of legol night of pocketing the “unearned increment ¥ in future.
Wherever he i Mr. Wicksteod) went, he preached the doctrine of
three acres and a cow il Jubourers could only get two acres of cow
pasture, and three of warden land, they would be able by making
shoes, o1 doing other work, te live very comfortably. " He was
saying this to a farmer and his wife, whom he was anxious to
convinee, and the roplv I received was < why, Mr. Wicksteed,
you will be making the jabourers better off than we are ocurselves.”
“\Well,” he replicd, * that is just what 1 want. If the labourers
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are well off, we should ali be well off, for if the worst comes
to the worst, then we can go and work for them.”"—(Hear, hear
and laugnter). :

Mr. Hodges moved an amendment to the effect that private
property in land secured the use of land to all classes,

The amendment was not seconded : and on the original resolu-
tion being put, it was carried with only one dissentient.

Mr. F. L. Soper {(Treasurer of the Society), who was
recerved with applause, moved the second resolution, as follows :—
 That this meeting of the Land Natwmalisalion Seciely expresses  ibs
deep sympathy with the unfortunate favmers of Iveland and cvefters
of Scotland in their long  continued  suffering  from the exivomest
evils of lawmdlordism, whick evils can alone be removed by restoving
the laid to mational comtrol””  The speaker sai! the rcsolution
had been placed in his hands quite unexpectedly, owiug
to the absence of several gentlemen whora they had hoped to see
present; and therefore he had to ask their indulgence in regard to
any remarks that he might hdve to make. He said he was born
upan the land ; but 0o one born upon the land could exercise his
industry upon it without the gracious and condescending permis-
sion of some one who called himself the owner of the land.
In London and other large towns we never come in
contact with the landlord himself, but an agent is employed to do
his dirty work for him. These agents have suficient interest
the matter to do the best they can for their cmployers, which
means the worst possible for tenants--{Hear, hear.;} DBut the
landlords themselves, who had been born into the paosition, werc
not personaily responsible for the present state of things. They
found themseives in the position and, not unnaturally, used it for
their own advantage. We may speak of Landlordism, however,
as a power, without reference to thc persons holding it. When
a man bought land he bought not ouiy an income, of which we
kave no wish to deprive him, but also a power over the land, or
rather over the people who dwelt upon it. And what was this
power? It was a power which epabled the landlord to say who
shouid exist upon the land, and who should not be permitted to
esrn a living upon it—~(Applause). The landlord could dictate his
own terms; demand what rent he pleased; take all that a man
carned above what was necessary to keep him from starvation;
require him to improve the property ; make additions to buildings
—(Hear, hear}; all which the landlord would take to himself
#ftcr a certain time. Towards these Improvements, the landiord
contributed nothing. And what was this, but confiscation ?—
{Hear, hear.)—In Fngland a population of thirty-six millions,
had tolive upon the land. The land was theirs ; it was their hirth-
right. Legally, it was theirs. It was national property, It was
cnginally confided to fandlords subject to very grave responsi-
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bilities. riginally, landlords had to provide for the defence of the
country,~-which means, in modern times, the support of the Army
and Navy., They had to preserve order, or pay for the police, and
administer justice. But these responsibilities the landlords had
shirked; while they profited by the wioney, or vent paid by theic
vassals in tienof service. It was not desired to Jeprive landlrds of
the income they had acquired, but te abolish the despotic. power
they exercised over the people. It was unnatural and a cruel
wrong tliat the lives and destintes of the people should
ke dependant upon the arhbitrary will of a few persons styling
thewsclves landlords,  In this country, some eighty to a hundreq
nillions were paid annually to landlords by the people for
permission to live upon their own land. If this iand had not been
wrongfully ahenated, it would now have belonged to the people,
and the rent derived from 1t would have sufficed 10 mecet all
the national expenditnre. the national debt included. This was
what they wanted to gain. They could not do tlus all at once,
They did not propose to confiscate a single penny of ncome,
The nett meome which the landiords now cnjoyed, they were
perfectly willing to leave in their hands till purchased. But they
were not going to pay for the shackics which they had made for the
people — Hear, hear and applause), With regard o the crofters
m Scotland, and the small farmers of Ireiand, they had seen how
this system worked, The poor Irishman or the Scotchman took a
piece of land hardly fit to put his spadc ints, and out of which it
was barely possible te get a living uniil he had worked hard upen
it.  And, directly hie had done this, directly the tenant had
mmproved the land, the landiord said, * You must now pay me so
muck a  year "—{Shame!). At first the rent was merely
nominal, perhaps commencing with payment of 15. a year, but this
was sonn increased to §s., then {o 1os., and then, possibly, to a
soveraign.  Consequently, many of the poor men in Scotland and
Ireland found 1t impossible to get a living out of it, and however
hard they worked, were never any hotier off. 1t was the
Nationalisation of the land only, which would remedy these evils.
The iand mnst be under the direct and unrestricted contrel of the
nation.  Arrangements could then by made for its distribution, so
as to give every man an equal opportunity of acquiring it. The
rent should be fixed, not by arburary authority, but by com-
peiition, so that land might find its mar{ct vatue, ixed by economic
Iaw of supply and demand. He advocated a just and econonmiic
rent; and that this system should bLe applied alike to England,
Scotiand and Ireland. He belicved that if this were done, 1reland
might yet Dbecome a prospercus and contented country—
{Loul appiause.}

Mr. Craig, of Ralahine, said he had been in the South of Ireland,
and was conversant with the people. Owing to the treatment
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thev experienced, they became rebels.  They turmed up the grass—
1anfl, they rmined the cattle and thev were st rving, <o that
seriots resuits followed.  He (Mr. Cratgi wanted to <iow them
the possibibty of managing the land withour these violent
measures on the part of the Whitebeys. and the Terry Alts, 2 d
others who were enraged.  The Magistrates could not manage
them : the Priests gave them up; and when ihe Tord Lieutenant
went with an armv. he was met with perfect silence, and notaing
was done.  The fandiords asked for advice, and he (Mr. Uraig)
endeavaured to give it. It tock, howeser, riany years to accom-
pissh the cbject he had 1o view, in securing the Lihourer a cottuge
and haif an acre on the farm where eraployed, W hen he first went
on the estate, Lie found the peeple ina state of insubordination,
His hfe was threatened, his grave was prepared, and Lo was
howled at as a Saxon.  But ultimately they were persuaded that
be had no idea of hetraying them: and he told them that of they
would come and labour, they would have the comrol of the
estate, They shot the steward, buecause they considered
him a tyrant under the landlotd.  He (Mr. Craig) told them
that at the end of the year, after they had paid £goe a vear rent and
interest ¢n the capital and stock, thev should share in the profits,
The peop!. could not understand thie at first, but gradualiy he
gained their confidence, and the VWinieboys, the Terry Nite and
ali their following became a riost industrious people—-(Appluvse.)
The Irish people were a devated people to those to whon they
gave their conficer - o and, by giving them justice, he manage:d
them with perfect Lare in the Sosuth et Ireland.  Tlie Bodyke
evictions were o Jsgrace to the Government; and, as the resuit
of similar action, what had heen the result during the last 30
years? The popuiadon had been lurgely depleted. Within that
period, some 4,000,000 had left Jrelond to go to America and the
Colonies—the greater Ireland—to exiibit their industry and
thrift. The esult wight be a tenible shock 1o their political
svstem.  WWhen bie was in Ireland in 1531, there was a popuiition
of %.0c0.000; now there were not 5,000,000, This, of itself. was a
candemnation of tHe results of landlordisn in [reland-—{Applause).
Mr. Jameson, Hon, Secrelary, in supporting the resoluuon, sal
his intc..st i this deep problewn of the association of the lar with
tie very iiie of the community, was first aroused by persenal and
practicai acquaintance with the evils of lJardlordism among a.
Croftor population. About ten yvears ago, he went to the Shetiand
Islands to visit some reiatives. Happening to look into Ardam
Snith's ¢ Wealth of Nations,” before going, ke found it stated that
there was a peculiar form of rent levied in Shetland—not levied on
the land as tiliige, bet upon the earnings of the prople as iR
men. He found that this ~tziewent by Adam Smit” wae true. He
found that as a matter of fact, the greater part of their rent consisted
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of ‘their earnings, while risking their lives vpon the deep sea.
Even now, the fisher foik of Shetland said that they were worse off
than the Irish people. Men, women, and children worked, morning,
noon. and might, in ordzr to put money into the pockets of those,
who were, in manv cases, absentees, and who had not, in any con-
ceivable form, done anything to create this rent for the use of the
sea, yet which our laws permitted them to levy.—(Apydause).
1t was becausc he had scen the worst phases of our land system,
an .ng a mosi mdustrious people who had never heen accused of
violence or disorder, that he had ventured to speak in support of
this resolution——{ Applause.)

Mr. Winks suggested that some more pointed allusion should be
made in the resolution, expressing abhorrence at the recent
proceeding in connection with the DBodyke evictions.

The wording of the resolution was then amended, and put to
the meeting in the following form, when it was declared to be
carried unanimously :— That this «uceting of the Land Naiionalisation
Soctety expresses ils deep sympathy with the wnfortunate farmers of Iveland,
and crofters of Scotland in their long continned suffering from the extremest
evils of landlordism, and tis ablorence of the cruel evictions tn Treland, all
which evils could be vemoued by restoriny the land fo national land.

Mr. G, J. Knight proposed a vote of thanks to the President,
remarking that Miss Taylor had shown fair play throughout.

The Rev. Philip H, Wicksteed, in zecending the motion, said he
could not resist the tempration of saying a few words in special
refcrence to the remarks of Mliss Tayler on the moral bearings of
this queston of Land Nationalisation. The present Professor of
Political Econemy at Cambridge, Mr. Marshall, in the course of
some retnarks upon the proposalsof Mr. George, had expressed his
regret that the nation had ever lost its hold oo the land, and Mr,
Arnold Toynbee had said that st was an iniquitous mistake to let
the land go into private possession. Ricardo, agamm, distinctly
stated that rent was ndt Iikke other things. It was not a
transaction by which cach party gained, but a transaction in
which the whole of the gain was on one side, and the whole
of the sacrifice on the other.—(Hear, hear) The whole gist
of the matter thev had to deal with was to adopt Miss
Taylor's principle, of doing the straight thing in politics.
When it was adnitted that an iniquitous mistake had been
made, they should never be content till they had undone it.
When the nature of the mistake was understood, it would become
still more iniquitous, for it would be a consciously and constantly
renewed wrong, The only reascn why people did not shrink
from1 doing this wrong, was that they were so much accustomed to
‘dairg i, that they did not feel it a shock ; and the mission of this
Soriety was o rouse the sluggish conscience of the nation,—
(Appiause.) They did not argue from the abstract point of view.
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This was admitted. See then, what a grand principle was
involved. See what would foilow upon making people do right
because it was right. Thev were fighting the battle, not
merely from a political or an economic point of view. Thev were
fighting a moral battle; and he felt that, in the end, victory was
certain—~—{Applause) The guesticn was not only th: ygreatost
economic, but the greatest inoral one that could be fought. ™ There
were great difficulties in the way; but with night on their side, he
felt that they wouid eventually be overcome.—{Loud applause.)
Feeling this—feeling. as he had said, that an iniquitons mistake
had been made; and feeling tnat the Society was doing its best to
rectify the evil, he had the greatest possible pleasure, not only
in seconding the proposition, for a wvote of thanks to Miss
Taylor, but in upholding the principles which she so notdy and
so ably advacated.~~(L.oud and prolonged applause.)

Mr, Soper, in supporung the resolution, said that, usually,
in the case of a hive of bees, the Queen was kept 1n
stately idieness by the working bees; but in the Land Nationalisa-
tion bive, the case was different. Their QQueen was pre-eminently
the great working bee. Miss Taylor nat only centributed Lirgely
to the funds of the Society, but did a great deal of work in the
form of leCtures and orgamzation, and moreover paid all her
expenses when going about in the mterest of the Society. so
.that they really did not know the extent of their indebtedness
to her.—{Loud applause).

The resolution was carried with acclamation.

Miss Taylor in reply, said that, as Mr, Wicksteed had put it,
this L.and Question 15 a question of morals.—(Applause). It is
the question whether timie can consecrate wrong. Believing in the
ultimate triumph of right as the law of the universc, | believe
that time does not consecrate wrong, but that it will arouse a
spirit which will sweep away that wrong which we are banded
together to aboiish. Upon the question of compensation, I niyself
feel very strongly. that the income from the land is derived from
the labour of the people, and belongs of rnght to them. Yetl
have been touched to the depths of my heart. when speaking in
the mining districts to poor ragged women, with haif starved faces,
and heard them say with pity that it would be hard on the lund.
lords, if they had to give up their wealth. Such is the kindgess
of heart and the sympathy that comes of labour and suffering!
There is not a member of the Land Nationalisation Socicty who
does not desire to do thorough justice to every inldividual
member of the community, rich and poor: what we say, 1s that
the .and belongs to the people; that the people need it, and
it wust not be kept frum them. If we simtiy took the land
back from the landlords we could pay from the reuts the whole of
the taxes, rates, and ii.terest of the national debt. and still have
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enough left 1o pension off the landlords on a starvation income of,
say, a thousand a vear cach. (Great laughter and hear, hear)
We are prepared as Professor Newnian has said to give the
landlords “the most indulgent consideration™ ; but we make our
stand on this:—we will not starve the majority of the nation
in order to ramister to the luxuries of the few—(Loud and
prolonged applause).

Subscriptions received since May 31st, 1887.

£s 4 1 £ s d
Mackay, Duncan,. - o r o ! Auasting G.P .. .. 1 0 o
Reid, Robt. o .e 1 o 0 i Williams, | D, .. .. 5 6 o0
Swinton, A. C. .. .. 2 2 o | Robinson J.F .. .« DL B
Bla xvell, Dr. Eliz. £ o o ; Luera ft, Geo, ca . o 2 6
Newman, Prof. I o ¢ ' Wicksteed, Rev. P. H. .. o 2 6
Windast, ¢ A L. 1 t o ! Farew, G J. .. . o 1 9
Robinson, Edgar.. 1o oo )

Contributions arz earnestly solicited to enable the Society to
extend its operations in fown and country. :

Remittances should be made payable to the Treasurer, Mr. F.
L. Soper, and addressed to him at the office of the Society, 57,
Charning Cross, SV,

Clubs or Societies desiring Lectures and Addresses on Land
Naiionalisation with a view to discuss the subject, are invited to
address tire Hor, Secretary.,
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SEVENTH ANNUAL MEETING

OF THE

LAND NATIONALISATION SOCIETY,

HELD AT THE WESTMINSTER Pavace ITotir, May stu, 1888,

A, R. Warrace, LL.D.,, F.R.G.S,, 1x tHE Ciialg.

REPORT.

PRESENTEDR TN AND ALOPTED BY THE MEMBLR< OF THE S0ciETY.

v 2N their last Report, the Executive calied attention to
the fact, that asery marked development in pullic
opinion on the question of Land Nationalisation had
taken place during the previous twelve months, 1t
is salisfactory to record. that in the period since,
there has been a quickening of ntercst i our move-
ment even more noteworthy.,  Not only are Political
Associations beginning toinclude Land Nationalisationasan
itemy in their programme, but Parliamentary Candidutes
are voluntarily advocating that reforn,  To the Tusation of
Ground Values, it may fairly be said that the whole Liberal and
Radical party now stands committed, apparently in blissful
ignorance of the fact, that they bave taken a step which must, cre
long, lead them 1o the consideration of the wider and more
fundamental principles of this Society.  In another dircction, the
Governiment itself has sanctioned the removal of landlord control
from the land. ‘Fhe Allotments Act of last session, miserabl
freble though it is in construction and scope, udmits the principie
that landlords may be compulsorily exprepriated for the henefit of
the users of the soil.

The Society has felt the influcnce of this general advance of
public opinivn, in an increased total of members and subscripiions
as compared with last year. 157 members, have subscribed
£185 128, 4d.  The balance stands at fi1g 1750 84, The
Executive now submit for your approval, an account of work
done during the financial year.
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LLECTURES, ADDKESSES, ETC.

Miss Helen Taylor has given 31 Lectures or Addresses on the
Land (uestion, in various parts of England; Yorkshire, Durham,
Northumberland, Lancashire, Monmouthshire, Hampshire, Surrey,
and Londor ; of which 15 were more especially on behalf of the
I.and " Nationalisation Society, viz.—at Peckham, Trelleck,
Chepstow, Tydee, Bedwas, Cwmbran, Risca, Crumlin, Liswerry,
Magor, Yarmouth, Newport, Sundertand, Prudhoe, and Hull,
Mr. W. Jameson has given 14; at Bethnal Green, Mile End, Wool-
wich, St. Pancras, Old Ford, Paddington, Manor Park, Clapton,
Camberwell, East Greenwich, Brentford, Harrow Road, Peckham,
and Barking. Mr. F. L. Soper, 1, at Hendon. Mr. Chas. Wick-
steed, 4 ; at Lynn, Prudhoe, Chester ie Street and Throckley,
Rev. P. H. Wicksteed, MLA, 1, at Acton.

The enthusiasm with which miany of these Lectures were
received, and the unanimous adoption of Resolutions in favour of
Land Nationalisation whenever subnitted, are facts which we
commend to the noticeof those somewhat torpid politicians who still
regard Land Nationalisers as a set of visionaries.

in addition to the above Meetings, a Conversazione was held at
Essex Hall, in November last, to welcome the Society's President,
Dr. Wallace, on his return from a ten months’ visit to America.
This gathering was very influentially attended ; not only by the
'Society’s friends and supporters, but by many others less advanced
in thair views on the Land Question. Dr. Wallace's account of
his observations of the American Land System produced a
marked effect. He showed that Land Monopoly exists in the
United States to an enormous extent, in spite of what is called
“Free Trade in Land,” andalso in spite of the taxation of Ground
Values; and he drew the lesson, that reforms of a similar kind will
reaily do nothing whatever for uvs, in the direction of alleviating or
abohishing the evils of Landlordism. And these are not the
conciusions of our President alone. Mr. Halley Stewart, M.P. for
Spalding, in a letter recently received, says—¢ I thank you for Dr,
Wallace's address on Land Lessons from America. My own
little experience in the Umted States quite coincides with his.”

LiITERATURE.

Reprints of several of the Society's Pamphlets and Tracts have
been made, and the following have been added to its list :—* The
Year of I]ubilce,” Ly the Rev. P. H. Wicksteed, M.A,; ¢ Land
Lessons from Amenica.” (which is a report of the address referred
to above); * Land Nationalisation,” by Miss Helen Taylor,
(reprinted from the Liberal and Kadical Almanack); * The Landlord
Tribute of England,” by Mr. F. L. Soper, (reprinted {rom the
Star). A * Resolution™ leaflet, for use at public meetings, has
also been printed. The Society’s literature generally has been
largely and widely circulated during the year,
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THE PrEss.

The Executive gratefully acknowledge the consideration of the
London and Provincial Press during the past vear.  In addition
to a large number of official letters inserted, attention has been
directed to the Society's literature and action by the press to a
much greater degree than in any previous year. A seiies of four
articles on “ Land Tenurc Reform,” by the Hon. Secretary,
appeared in the Liberal and Kadiral durmg the monihs of Julv a 1d
August. An article entitled *“Down with the Ground Lawdiords,”
also by the Hon. Secretary, appeared in the Full Mall Gazetic, and
the Pall Mall Budget, during November. The world-wide circulation
of the latter _]ournal gives especial importance to its rLccptym of
the Society’'s views. In practical proof of this, it may be
mentioned that a letter was received from an Awmerican reader of
the Budgef, making enquiries about the Society.

Lengthy and important letters by Professor Newman, and Mr.
Charles Wicksteed were inserted in the Fohe and Daily News
respectively. An article in the Star, by our Treasurer, has already
been referred to in the list of new pamphilcts. 1t is sati-factory
to note that these various communications were in cich case
immediately followed by additions to the Society's membership,

A further proof of the growth of Press interest in our question
is the nuinber of independent articles that have appeared, attacking
vartous phases of landlordism. Of these it mayv be useful to
mention : *“ The Landlard of the TFuture,” Paid Mall Gazette
(Sept.1887); * TheClanricarde of Covent Garden,” Star (April 71 ;
and ** The Great Landlords of London,” Sunday Times (April Sth
and following issues). Nor are English newspapers alone interested.
A lengthy article entitled “ La Nationalisation du Sol,” appeared
in Le Courrier De L’Europe (Feb. 4th)econtaining a very appreciative
notice of the work of this Society. As foreign opinion carries
weight here,a quotation from thisarticle will doubtless beinteresting,
especially to our less sanguine supporters : ** Thanks to the force of
wdeas and tothe means of propagandism at our disposal now-a-days,
it is possible that, in spite of ail the opposing interests, this colussal
reform (f.and Nationahlisation} will be accomplished ere the
century closes.”

FanriasMeNTARY AND PunrLic AcTiox.

Under this heading, reference was made last year to a proposal
that we should draft a Bill for dealing with the area compnsed
within the Crofters® Act, on the principles of Land Nationalisation.
The Exe¢cutive have very great pleasure in stating that Mr. |. Mc
G. Ross, of Alness, Ross-shire, a member of the Society’s Co ncil,
who has had many vears experience in local Government,
has recently drafted such a Bill. It has been carcfully considered
by the president and the Executive, and alterations suggested
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have been cordially accepted by Mr. Ross. At the present stage,
it is impossiblc to enter more fully into this subject, but the
Executive hope, before long, to place the results of Mr, Ross'’s
labours in the hands of the members of the Society. :

The Executive regret that they were unable to co-operate with
the United Committee for the taxation of ground rents and
values, formed last August, becanse of their very strong opinion
that such taxation would ultimately {aJl upon the occupier, so
Jong as private property in land is permitted.

L.anp NaTioNALISATION ABROAD,

From Canada, we learn of the formaticn of a Land Nationali-
sation Society at Toronto, called the Anti-Poverty Society, of
which the Society's carly friend, Mr. W. A. Douglass, is
Treasurer.

From New Zealand we get, thrcugh the Daily News of
December 2gth, and Jan. 31st, some particulars of the Land
Nationalisation Bill for that Colony, to which a Linief reference
‘was made last vear. Land is to be acquired by mecans of Land
Bonds (as proposed by this Society). It is to be /22 to the
occupier, not sold to him.  Sub-letting is forbidden. Pauperism
isattacked by a Village Homestead Special Settlement Scheme,
cnabling the poorest of mien to obtain the use of land. In brief
it may be smid that the 13ill is saturated with the ideas of the Land
Nationalisation Society.

We note with pleasure that the Tasmanian Land Nationalis
sation Society 1s making steady progress.

From New South Wales comes very cheering news.  The Jland
Natienaiisation Association of New South Wales, formed on the
26th of Jan., 1587, had, within a twelvemonth, seme thousands of
adherents throughout the colony,  Qur correspondent, the Hon,
Sceretary of the Associdtion, (Mr. C. J. Price), says further:
“WWe found that 513 people owned 17,358,000 acres, and if that
sort of thing went on, we should have a position compared with
which Ireland and Scotland would be a paradise.”

The practical conclusion to which this recard of progress points
15, that Land Nationalisation has during the seven years of this
Sacicty's existence, become a force in the political life of the
English speaking race that cannot be much longer withstood by
those interests that thrive on L.and Moropoly. The Executive
appeal to all carnest and patriotic men and women to give, at
least their thoughtful, unbizssed consideration to the views of
pelitical duty which the Land Nationalisation Society endeavours
to spread.
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PUBLIC MEETING.

The Meeting of Members was followed by a public meeting, at
which Dr. Wallace also presided.

The Hon. Secretary read or referred to letters of regret for non-
attendance from Mrs. S. Bryant, D.Sc., Mr. A, H, Dyke Acland,
M.P., Mr. Thos. E. Ellis, M.P, Mr. R, C. Graham, M.P., Mr.
Bowden Rowlands, Q.C., M.P., Professor Stuart, M.P.,, Mr. Halley
Stewart, M.P., Mr. J. W. S. Callie, {Secretary Financial Reform
Association,) Rev. H. Price Hughes, (who said, * thete can be no
doubt that you are dealing with a problem which lies at the very
root of human misety in this country,”} Mr. Andrew Reid, Mr.
Wm., Saunders, Mr. A. C. Swinton, Mr. T. R. Threlfall,
{Sec. National Labour Electoral Association,) and the Rev.
P. H. Wicksteed, M.A.

The President, who, on rising was received with lond applause,
said :— .

The Report of the Executive has referred to the growih of public
opinion on the question of Land Nationalisation, which seems to
be very satisfactory. Everywhere it is being realised that our
Land system is a terrible failure, involving the failure and break-
down of our boasted civilisation. For surely the first test of a
civilised community should be,—not the amount of luxury of the
few, but the well-being of the whole,—not the existence of hundreds
of millionaires, but the ahsence of misery and starvation among
the people. Yet we have a constantly increasing amount of misery
and starvation in our midst, and every year about ome-sixti of all
the deaths in this city are those of persons who die in a state
of pauperismy in public institutions,—and this in addition to the
thousands who die of misery and want in the cellars and garrets
of this the wealthiest city in the world.

We have heard much of the improvement in the condition of the
working classes during the last 50 vears,—but along with an
improvement in the condition of some portion of these classes—
the skilled mechanics—there has leen a deterigration in a more
numerous class—the unskilled labourers and wonten-workers, It
is about 50 years ago since Hood's famous  Song of the Shirt”
startled the world with its revelation of hopeless misery. But
what would Hood have said if he could hear the revelations new
being made—of shirts made at 1d. each, the worker by continuous
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hard work making fwelve shirts a day, and earning 6s. a week, and
with the rent of an attic at lcast double what it was in his time!

Tive years ago we had the ** Bitter Cry" excitement, and a
Commission of Enquiry, and a huge Report. Then another
Commission on Depression of Trade and another Report,—and
now another Commission or Committee on the ¢ Sweating System,”
—to be followed no doubt by another Report, which hke the
preceding Reports will be simply s0 much waste paper.

The reason why Commissions and Reports do no good is because
our peliticians and our philanthropists will never search for real
causes, will never go to the reot of the matter; which is, in one
word, Landlordisnmi—that syvstem of land monopoly which treats
the land of the country as a means of profit for landlord and
farmer—that profit being got with the mimmmum of labour on the
land.

An attempt is now being made to put the public on a wrong
scent by imputing all the misery of our city workers to the
competition of foreigners, 1 do not say this has no effect ; it is
no doubt an aggravating cause, and so long as we cannot keep our
own people from starving it should be stopped: but it is as
nothing compared with the real fundamental cause—the driving
of the rural population from the country to the great towns. Year
after vear the farmers, under the pressure of the exorbitant rents
of the period of commercial prosperity which culminated in 1872,
are beconiing first impoverished, then bankrupt, and landlords are
turning their arable land into pasture so as to get the maximum
of profit with the minimum of outlay and risk,—and thus a
constant stream of Jabourers, and with them village mechamcs and
shopkerpers, are forced to magrate to the towns.

The consequence isthat we have at this moment two-thirds ofour
whole population—more than zo million people—concentrated in
the great cities and towns, while millions of acres of our land ali
over the country are less populated and less effectively cultivated
than 50 years ago. Yot when this fact was brought before them
last week by Mr. Bradiaugh, our legislators—men who profess to
be our representatives—uwalked out of the House of Commons till”’
there being only 15 members present the debate collapsed in a
count out!

I the course of the debate we had the usuval statement that the
land was uncultivated hecanse it could not be cultivated at a profit.
No doubt. the iandlord, having ruined the farmers by making them.
pay exorbitant rents, cannot “ind tenants for his farms,—but this
very same land could be cultivated at a profit by labourers and
their families, even paying the same rent as the farmers paid,
if they had the land in such quantities as they required, and with
absolute security of tenure, That they can and do thus cultivate:
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it and live comfortably on it has been.shown again and again,
though the fact is always denied in parliament. The Reports
of the Apricuitural Commission prove ii -—the landlord apologist,
the 1lon. Mr. Broderick, proves it in his bock on % English Land
and Lnglish Landlords,”—I mysclf have collected ample evidence
of it in my books on © Land Nationalisation™ and * Bad Times,"~
as has Mr. Impey in his # Three Acres and a Cow.” and his
« Houscd Beggars.””  In this iast pamphlet he shows thatona
farm taken by a Working Men's Allotinent Assaciation, in North-
amptunshire, forty men are employed where only for men were
employed by the farmer, the result being that wheat produced
45 bushels an acre, nearly double the farmer’'s nverage! And tlis
land is cultivated, not by men who have been farm labourers only
but by small tradesmen, greengrocers, dairvmen, echanies, &e..
showing that men brought up in the ccuntry in the midst of.
agriculture have both a love of it and a knowledge of it suficient
to enable them to cultivate land at a profit.

Now if we could take a census of the unemployed and struggling
workers in London and cther great cities, we should find that
perhaps one third, perhaps half, of them were country born, and
would go back to their native villages if they had a fair chance.
Once throw the fand epen to workers, giving them the choice of
a place to live in with abscolute security of tenure, and not only
would the immigration to our cities be stopped, but an outflow
wouid begin ftoni them o the country which would have the
mnst heneticial effects borh on the production of food, the decrease
of poverty, and the progress of trade. Now this 1 hold to be the
great purpose and use of Land Nationalisation: to get the people
back on to the land, to check the growth of great cities, and to
produce on vur own soti the many nsillons sterling worth of eggs,
poultry. butter, cheese, bacon, and frnit now imported, but which
we can casily grow curselves. Even the importation of wheat
would be greatly duninished, for when labourers grow wheat by
choice, as thev very frequently do, we may be sure that it pays
then: to grow it. the reason being that they grow from torty to hfty
bushels an acre, while the farer, under a landlord, grows from
twenty to thirty onls.

Many people are too much disposed o look at the money side
of the Nanounhsation question, and cry ont for taxation to get
back seme of the landlord’s unearned increment.  No doubt ihe
question of right and equity 1= a very tompting one. but for
Fiastieal reswits it s as pothing compared with the question of
Jreedew: in using the land, and ws ovcupation as much as possible
by the acfual men 1o cwiticate of, JEwe could at once banish all
landlords and have all the tenant-farmers paying farr but mederate
rents to the Government, the bLeneficial results woeuld, 1 believe,
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not compare with a gystem of free choice of land by working
occupiers at fair rents and permanent tenure, even with those
xents paid to the present landlords,

In the former case taxes would be redured, but there would be
nothing to prevent the continued growth of our citics with
thousands every year added to those who depend on wage-labout,
and whose competition kveps wages ever down to starvation
point.  The farmer would still empioy as fuw labourcrs as possible
~would still use the land for kis presir, not for the profit of the
men who really do the work. Machinery would still benefit him and
injure the labourer; and on the whaole the country would be very
little benefited, except perhaps that capitahists and manufacturers
being relieved of taxation would be more prosperous, and succeed
in becoming nullionaires rather quicker than they do now !

On the other hand if labourers of all kinds had frec access to
land on the most favourable terms and conditions, they would
get almost all they could get hy the wmost thorough Land
Nationalisation, since it would pot matter to them to whom they
paid their rents. Population would then spread naturally over
the whole country, which would gradually become cultivated like
a garden; and it would then be found that the larger part if not
the whole of the foed of the country could be produced within
the country ; pauperism would be soon almost unknown (as under
simiar conditions it s unknown in Japan), while men, no longer
fortudden to employ themselves, would no longer compete for
work at starvation wages, and thus wages would rise considerably,
and no man would ceed to be out of work.

Some of you may perhaps think that this is a strange view for a
Land Nationaliser to take; but you will remember that in our earliest
programme we adopted the principle of {ree selection of plots
of land for personal occupation; and although this has been
criticises], opposed, and ridiculed without mercy, I now hotd more
strongly thanever, after cight years experience and consideration,
that is 1s really a vital point, and 1s more than any other feature
of land refurm caleulated to act directly, and most efaciently i‘n
checking the ever-flowing tide of pauperism and misery which is
at once our sorrow and our disgrace. In all my writings on this
question 1 have laid most stress on the evil power of Iandlordism
in preventing tuen from applving their labour directly to their
native soil; and though no one can be more impressed than I
am with the fundamental error and wrong of permitting private
property in land, 1 am equally convinced that it is not the money
question that is the inost important. .

It is aiso I think clear that while s huge and radical a reform
as complete Land Nationalisation is still very far off, whatever
steps have yet been taken, are distinctly in the direction 1 am now
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advocating, The Croifter’'s Bill and the Allotments Bill, have both .
sanctoned the principle that land may be compulsorily taken for
cultivation L labourers, at fair and fixed rents. Let us work on .
these jines, extending the powers of local bodies to take land till
every labourer can have what he requires, and till all towns and
villages can secure possession of the land that immediately
surrounds them,-—as proposed m the admirable new Crofter's Bill
drawn up by Mr. Ross,——and we shall be on the sureand certain.
road to ultimate Land Nationalisation.

Those who have not seen this Draft Bill which Mr. Ross has
submitted to us may be interested to know its main provisions

These are +— :

(1) A Local Land Board in each Parish—{reely chesen.

(2) A Land Commission in Edinburgh,

(3} Land required by Crofters may be taken by the Local Land
Doard—the Land Commission fixing the price ; improvements
Ly tenants for 40 years previous not to be valued I
estimating the price.

(4) The Monev required, to be advanced by the Treasury on
security of the Rates and Land fund, to be paid off, principfl
and Interest, in 49 years.

{5) Local Land Boards to have power to acquire all ground-
rents of the houses in their parish on same terms,

Thus each Parish will have the power of Nationalising the land
of its cwn Parish, and such land is never to Le alienated.

The Bili is carefully worked out in all detais according to.
Scottish focal law and custom, but these are the essential parts of
it, and they certainly offer a most simple and unaggressive mode of
effecting Land Watonalisation in detail ;—while if we stand out
for having it wholesale—for the whole kingdom at once—probably
no man now livirg will ever see 1t 1n operation. 1 sincerely trust
that Mr. Ross' Bifl will be brought before Parliament year by year
till it is carned; and then e may introduce one for England on
the same gencral lines.

I have been very much pleased with a pamphlet'on “The Land”
which has heen sent me by the Author, Mr. A. J. Ogilvy, of
Tasmama, because I oind that he has reached exactly the same
conciustans as mysclf.  1le maintains, and 1 perfectly agree with
Litm, rhat the fundamental reform we require is to have the land
entirely worked by the men who occupy it large farmers, as
regards the well-being of the people and the nation, are no better
thin large landlords, inasmuch as thev use other men’s labour for
their individueal profit, and whether they are tenants of Jandlords or
under the State, crowners of the land they farm, makes nodifference;
it is always therr interest to keep duwn wages and to do this they
must prevent the fubourers fram having land.
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Mr. Ogilvy, gives a striking picture of the results of land.--
monopoly in Tasmania. There, as here, we have enormous areas
of land half cultivated or uncultivated,—capital vainly seeking
profitable employment,—and men competing for work and thus
keeping wages down to a minimum. Yet people there are so
blind as to cry cut for more Jabour and more capital, and not to
see that the one thing wanted is free access to the Land,

T think on the whole we may congratutate ourselves on the
pragress of our cause. We are nolenger treated with contemptuous
ridicule by the press ; and the public are beginning to realise that we
are not robbers or confiscators, but that our proposals are perfectly
fair and honest, and are such as many Jandlords would be willing
to accept. It is important that the principle of fair payment for
all land taken, estimated according to the actval net revenue it
produces to the landlord, should be made widely known as that
which we now suggest. This principle is embodied in Mr. Ross’
Crofter B}, and its discussion in Parlianient will do much good
in showing that it is really possible to pay for the land and yet
benefit the people. The growth of land values in every nation
that is increasing in population and wealth is an absolute
certainty. Thatincrease—that ** unearnecd increment ’— we have
given to landlords in the past, but we certainly do not intend to
give 1t to them for all future time. Moreover, although as regards
the whele country the increase 1s a certainty, it 1s by no means a
certainty within any limited time, as regards each particular field
or estate, and therefore it cannot be estimated as part of the
present value of any particular estate.

Qur own proposal is, to pay the landlords in *land-bonds®
bearing, say, 3 per cent interest, subject to being paid off at par
after a named pericd.  But either this method or that adopted by
Mr. Ross of a repayment of principal and interest in 4o ycars,
may be adopted, the result in both cases being the same,—~that
the increasced rents of land when let fo cultivators in small
portions, added to the unearned increment on all land near centres
of population, will easily pay offl the whole amount in one or two
generations, leaving the land in the possession of the comimunity
and its revenues available for public purposes, and sufficient to
extinguish almost all local and imperial taxation.

1 would suggest, therefore, that the Jeaflet on ¢ Compensation
to landlords ™ should for the future be attached to every
publication issued by the Society, and that it should be printed at
the end of all future publications, since it will greatly assist in
removing the ignorance and prejudice now so prevalent as to onr
real proposais.

It is with the greatest satisfaction I learn that New Zealand,
and 1 believe some of the Australian Colonies, have actually
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legistated to prevent the further alienation of the public lands.
We have, I think, some gentlemen from the Colonies here among
us who will be able to tell us exactly what has been done, and
what is the next probable step in the direction of Land
Nationalisation,

With these few remarks, for the scantiness of which I must
apologise on the ground of ill-health, T will now conclude, again
congratulating the Socicty on the good work it has done and on
the: steady, if rather siow, growth of sound idcas on the greatest
question of the day— Land Nationalisation !

Dr. Macdonald, M.P.,in moving a vote of thanks te Dr. Wallace
for lus address, said: He agreed with the address just delivered,
though he would not follow their President into all the points
touched upon. He could add, with respect to the “ East End
Sweating,” that he knew the case of a poor seamstress who
received the paltry pittance of 2s. 2d. a dozen shirts and had to
wait four hours before she got paid. 'With regard to the Crofters,
those who were supporting the movement on their behalf knew
that they were making them small landlords. (Hear, hear, and
applause.} He quite agrecd with Dr. Wallace as to big farms.
The big farmer was just as much an enemy of the small man as
the landlord, and he did, perhaps, more than the landlord in
preventing our having small culuvators, In his Scottish country,
this was well illustrated. The farmer was being “sucked dry”;
the landlord stuck to him like a leach till he had to go into the
Bankruptcy Court. There was little doubt that what was going
on now would help very much towards Land Nationalisation.
As to the great cities, they were wearing the life out of the people,
—{applausel}—and unless the places of these were to be supplied
and supplemented by country folk—hoth men and women—we
should be in a wvery poor phght indeed, from the physical
deterioration of the town-population. (Applause.)

Mr. Ogilvy (Tasmania), 1n seconding the resolution, said that
in that country there was a coutinual cry for more labour and
more capital to develop the physical resources of the country.
If iore labour were introduced it would simply bring down wages
—so it was said.  He believed in the nationalisation of the land,
Unfortunately, the people in the Colonies did not sec 1t. as a rule.
Therc was, however, a small banl of faithful and energetic
reformers who demanded it. The Colonists, somehow or other,
had got it into their hendds that there must be some one to own
the land as an individual; and they think it is the intecrest
of the man in possession to do his best for the land. It paid
better to put sheep on the land, and keep the people off,

Mr. Cremer, ALD., who supported the motion, said the
movement was progressing.  Men were formerly regarded as
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Iunati(_:s who cried ou tfor the nationalisation of the fand. but now,
as their President chowed them, more attention was pasd 1o the
question.  Some might remember the futileefforis of Mr. Slaoman
Crawford in the House of Commons 25 years awa, 1 | ought
forward an annual motion for tenant-tight in lreland. .l they
were very much indebted to Irishmen for the wonderful charge
which has taken place in public opinion on the subivet. (Applanse.)
Mr. Gladstone’s measure to interfere with what was cansivic e the
sacred right of the landlord to fix the price of his Jaod intreduced
a prnciple which was revolutionary iu its best sense. (Hear,
hear.y Thirewas the question of leaseh jd enfranchicement aed
improvements.  That one man shouid I+ able ta sav Lo another,
“You may bring bricks, mortar, capital, and skill, and Linild here
on my land, and for the privilege T aciurd you T wil] aliow vou
to remain here so long, but at the end, say, of fifty years vour
bricks, mortar, &c., and the iesnlts YOIr capj:a].-skill. “and
labour shall beleng 1o me™ was monstrous. {Vpplose). The
advocates of leasehold enfravchisement must tack on something,
recoguising the principle that na, oue Lad o propersy 1 a7 but
that it must be used for the benefn of the conurunite, Ualess
they did that he should oppose the Enfraohisemen Inil The
<change takmyg place 0 pubic opiniun wies allestrated 1y the
Allotments Bill of last year. 1t was an ilusory kind of thing, bug
it did not deserve wholesale condemnation. because it contained
an important principle— a sniall kernel which he thought raght
be enfarged in future, and on this account he would do nothing to
endanger its passage in the House of Conrnons-—there wos the
principle that 1f the Jandlord neglected hus duy. the Tand siould
revert to ihe State.  He supported the views of AMr, J. 50 Ml
and had a conversetion with himi on the subject when reference
was made to proprietary nights. He said, - Bur what T caruot
understand is, that it the State should ever resume proprictary
right, 1t ~hould ever Jet it go back' again—why should 1t not
remain the owner 277 Mr, Mill said, =1 quite adnnt that is the only
equitable arrangement to be made, but | den’t think public opinion
is sufficiently advanced te take a step of that kind.”  Dut we have
now evidence that publc opinion has advanced. tor now the
principle has been introduced mto a Bill cirried by the Tory
Government last Sessiop,  This provided that the Giovernment
had the right of taking the land from the presint Gwiers on
equitable compensation, and then, when they h_d“. 5 ;‘.rt|mlrcd a,
they were to remam possessars of that Lad. 1 his was an igpaor-
tant step towands the municipabsation of theland, (Applause.)
They were not to seli it ta labourers, but they were 1o let it, and
it was on account of that very important princle that he relused,
-either by voice or vote, to reject that mea-ure in the House of
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Commons. On the whole there was abundant cause for con-
gratulation. {Applause.) ,

The Houn. Mr. Gregory (United States), said he was proud to
join a movement supported by one whose contributions to science
had won the admiration of the scientists i America. He had
listened with a great deal of interest to the observations of thewr
President. There was very little land in America held by land-
lords in the sense in which the term was used over here: that is,
men who owned land, simply to let it for a revenue. Generally,
throughout the States, every farmer owned the land he occupied
and rilled, and those farmers were, in general, small-—he meant
the average of farmers in his own State, that of 1llinois. During
the last decade, the average size of farms was 4 acres only,
although there was in the State one farm of 25,000 acres, and
another of 41,000 acres, which was occupied and tilled as a farm
by the owner of it, with the aid of almost an army of men, but the
practice or mode of acquiring and disposing of the land was.
entirely different. They began by baving and selling land. The
Government sold lands to the people, and the people sold lands
to one another; and, further, every American had it imbedded
in his belief till it was almost a “*second nature,” that land is a
commodity like everv other commodity. They had another
doctrine preached amongst them latterly, and there was coming
to be a change of opinion; and he believed the American econo-
mists generally—he had hitherto been in the habit of looking at
the question entirely from the point of view of an economist—
were coming to see that the holding of lands, as it may ultimately
came ta take place, will end in great accumulations of land in the
hands of great landlords who will let them as a source of revenue,
but that did not yet cccur except in a few sporadic cases very
widely scattered. He never knew but one case of immense
landlordism, a large tract of land given by the Government in the
first settlement of the State of New York, to the so-called “patroon”
or patron, who let it to tenants to cultivate, He agreed that the
cities are not the real test of the political opmnion of the country,
They were safe as long as they had a large number of men on the
land who would stand by the country and not be led by
demagogues. In the United States. voung men of the farms.
became the best students at the Universities, scientists, professional
men, and so o, The men of leading influence and power in the
States were farmers’ sons. In true political economy, and the true
national interests, the occupation of farmers by intelligent men,
not subordinated to great landlords like serfs, was a matter of
infinite importance to the civilisation and growth of the country
itself (Cheers). There was no fact more widely known and firmly
believed in America than this, that out of the very many farmers.
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he had' descrgbed as owning and occupying their own firms came
all their Jeading men, members of their Congtess, professional men
and Presidents in the States. He did uot beicve thers wae
any movement which had so much to do witli the safety, “hert}-u
and prosperity of the English people, as the one which was L‘L‘f(n‘e,
this meeting and this Society (Cheers).

The Hor. Secretary was about to put the motion to the meeting
when Dr. Wallace interposed, and =aid that he conld not consent
to any expression of thanks that did not mcinde a reference to
‘those who wete responsibie for carrving on the work of the Socicty;
he wished to mention especially Miss [lelen Tavlor, who ha:d done
probably more for the Societv and the movement than ansy other
singie member of the Society. Lspecially also, b wishe ] to
mention Mr. William Jameson, their Secretary, who lad conscien-
tiously gone out of his way 1o lecture for then, an? bad done an
imumnense deal of good Ly the excellent letters he had written i iie
rewspapers (Applausel.  With the vote, he, of course, coapled
their excellent Preasurer, Mr. Soper, and al! those whe haid
lectured and otherwise assisted the Society.

The motion amended in accordavce with the President’s sugges
tion was then pat to the mecting and carned unamimonsty,

Mr, Charies Wickateed moved :(—-That the restorauon of the
land to the people as nationai property, and the management of u
under elective Local Government, are necessary steps towards the
prosperity of the Country and the just distribution of the national
earnings.

It had lieen asked where are we to bexin 2 He had to ohscrve
that we had toe great a love of national patchwork to enter on the
task in a thoroish spint, and consenqnently we do it prece-meal.
At any rate the land must not be managed hv an expensive body
in London; the people must manage it themselves. He had
advocated the establishment of land boards all over the country,
with small districts of land, over which they would have coatral,
which they will let, manage, and from which they will collect rents,
The state could give the savie rights to these boards which were
now given to individuals, It would be just the same if a man
could go to the State and be able to say, ‘1 want some State
land. | want to pay so much per acre, and | waint to execme
certain works npnn 1. Where s that lund, and what s there to
pay for it? " ‘The State should say « Very well:— Chis is the
piece of land :—We will put up a notice that this Siate land wili
be offered for sale. to see whether any one will ofor mure than
you do, and if not, you shall have the land | if they do, then vou
must go on to the next fot.  VWhen vnce in posscsain of the land,
you shall have it for all time, (just as Litheita bt come into
possession by transmission and te@noua transfer), s Lun;;; 45 you
pay ground rent, which shall be variahle, you <uall not be disturbed,
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except for public purposes, and then you shall be compensated.™
(Applause). The change would be as simple as it could possibly
be. ~ The individual who became the landowner under the State
must be willing to pay as much for the land as other people in that
district would be willineg (0 pay. Being once in possession, no
one else would bave a chance of competition, till the owner wished
to give i up { Applause}.

Miss Helen Taylor - Iadies and Gentlemen.—\We are all
experntencing the truth of the common saying, that every new idea
is met by the statement that it 1s not true, and then, shortly after-
wards, those who disputed that truth, turn round upon those who
announced it, and say, “We always knew that it was true, but it is
not new ' (Launghter and Applausel. We have got, I think, to
that stage, in this great question of the restoration of the land to
the people who were born upon it (Hear, hear), and on all
hands—-all sides—perhaps, however, not on all sides—perhaps more
amonyg the Tories than among the Liberals—we find a disposition
to accept this great doctrine, that the land s the property of the
nation ; but out of our success comes a danger and we must
beware that we do not make ourselves responsible for schemes
which are kept before the public only nominally to carry out the
priuciple we have been advocating.  The great danger of reform,
in this country especially, has been that when a great principle
taughi by genius, and then forced upon the mass of the nation by
energy and self-sacrifice, no sooner do the peliticians find out that
the nation has been taught, than they say: # These philosophis-
ing—theze philanthropic people, have been sowing the seed—it is
coming up, snd it is e that we should reap the harvest™ (A
voice: True!t. They do reap the harvesi! That is what has
taken place in this countey for 30 years past.  Don't let us forget
the eathusiasm of the Enylish Nation at the passing of the Reform
Bill, more than 30 years ago.  Then, at the abolition of the taxes
on corn, atd so on—and with all the reforms, one by onc—the
nation, the mass of the people, have found out that what the
earnest and encrgetic men have urged has nominally passed through
Parliament and that the prople are ro better off (Hear, hear), and if
we are not taught by tlus great lesson of experience, the same thing
will happen upon this land question (Hear, hear]. Little steps
of progress wiil be carried threugh; the people will find they are
merely illusory and deceptive; and the public will turn round and
say ** You nativnalicers have no more kept the promises you made
than all the other reformers””  For my own patt, it secems a
striking proof of the common sense of the people of London and
of Epgland that things are taken in such a guiet way, now that
there 1s an over-whelming Tory majority., Tory majorities arise
out of the dissappointment of the nation at the dissensions of the
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Liberals (Cheers), I don't mean to sav that the Teiies don't
deccive, too; only there s this difforence peaple expect it of
then: (faughter and applause), 50 we are ne- dappointed. Now,
take this great measure of the Allotiwent Vet That has pone
forth as a great measure for the abourors, and so it oveht to e
but go down inte the provinces—the agriculturad  distiicts of
England—and how do vou find it warking with th:¢ +ndlords and
farmers who administer this act? Wha thev de? They
choose the worst land, so exhausted, ou ting ta the extorticns of the
landlords upon the farmers, that nobedv cun mukr it profitable ;
and as a result it is let out to the labevrvers at three tins~ the rent
that the farmer paid. T am not spouking without facts, it
representing facts which have been communicated to e by
working members of these bdivs, as to what iz tah iy prace on
those hadies on which they themselves are placed as avnicnltiral
fabourers, in the adnunistration of these Allotment Aets, Wihog
a fabourer inds that with all the assistance of s foilow labotiners,
it is scarcely worth his while 1o cultivate su b Ll let o taie
care he does not say that that Act wosadvecated by the Land
Nationalisation Society. 8o with dcascbold  enfrinclisement,
and so with that =t worse measare o possthie, the itecing of the
Iand.” What does “the freeing of the land 7 meas® Why making
land purchascablle like any other artwcle of commerec, Tt neans
getting rid of the last rencant in our laws that the Jand
1 public property. (Much applanse.) ) Now, | dont mean lo
say that, if T were a muinber of l)z.irh:_m'rr"nl, I would not vote
for these things. Nations, lke individeals, have 1o learn
their mistakes: and what we, wha are really in favour of progress
should do, t= to induce the people 1o make their nnstakes as soon as
possible, as a judicions niother dees with the child @ she knows the
child will touch the fire scme day or other and buin atselt, and she
lcts 1t burn ats tinger, so that at some further day 1t sheuld net fall
into the fire and zet further and more sorivus impuries. Foranather
reason also, | den't believe in those theorists win ha\"_e more: fasth
in their ewn theories than they have in the mumediate pleesical
good cf their fellow creatures. Where is the proof of iy carnest-
ness, unless I am willing to vote for wihat wonld give the siuiitest
advantage to even one individual, 1 ought not to stairi up and
say I will not vote for half a loaf being giver te seme maa
wha has no loaf at ail. I think we ought to vete for the nallest
improvement, bLut take care not to he carr.ed __.w.;xy ‘an.d
acknovledge  that that ds an  improvement m.t‘ur 1}%& }JS
evidente that it 1 so,  Let us teach the }:-:.‘;_,I.’- al i 13
while to accept these good things that Torvs iL:’.}: rals, .}m

“politicians ™ otfer them, but net to accept Lot boieving tul.;y
are all we have to ask for.  Agam—cvery man atd woman ought
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to have a fair chance on this beautiful and happy earth, to whose
blessings cvery one of us has a right—and while 1 would never
stop in urging this Land Nationalisation, I am not myself prepared
to say that all reform and all progress is included in this one great
thing. I am one of those who believe that one of the reasons why
we lost the land was that the men were so selfish that they pushed
the women out of themr rightful position ; but as long as men and
women managed the land together they kept the land, and it was
not till the men thought they could manage it all themselves, that
they made such a mess of it {Langhter and applause). Therefore,
1 think justice to women is an essential element in the question we
are discussing, and it is certainly essential to the proper keeping
of the land when we have got it {Renewed laughter and applause).
1 think that we nationaliser: should hear this well in mind, that
we must clearly put before the people of Iingland the fact that no
minor measure will be sufficient to realise the hopes we hold ont
to them—nothing short of an actual restoration of the land to the
people as national property will realise these.  On the other hand, I
hope we shall not be like the dog in the manger—crymg out against
small reforms.  Let us say to the people, “ Take whatever is offered
to vou, but go on asking for your rights.” This 1s the position we
should all take up on this question, and 1 am especially interested
in this question, because it seems to me that above all others it is
the creat question which must interest the mass of the people. The
possession of a home secure and safe to the family—a healthy and
pleasant cheerful home, where the children can grow up happy,
healthy, and accustomed to find their pleasure tn all the instruc-
tive and never-dying enjoyments nature gives te human-beings,
that ohject seums to me pre-eminently a woman's «uesiion, and
if the women wish that the men should lead such lives as every
good woman wishes everv good man should—then every woman
st see to 1t that every man has to labour and has the means to
labour successfully. That s the condition of woman'sright in man’s
life, it 15 the condition of the happiness of the children: security
of the home.ife and family to the weoman : security for upright,
couragrous, moral, and industrious life among the men, 1 we had
only these things to lock to we might say that, although not the
only great iegislation we seek, it i undoubtedly the foundation of
all other great imeasures necessary for the welfare of the navon, |
fecl that we women and those men who more and more do so much
for the moral progrese of the world, as econonusts owe a deep debt
-of gratitude to our I'resident, Dr. Wallace, for he is one who has
seen clearly the kernel, as it seems toine, of the whole question ; that
it is not so much for the political advantages of the reform that we
must look to-day, as for the possibility of giving to every family an
independent comfortable home,  The power of choosing a comfor-
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tal;le homestead for every family appears ‘0 me to be the raot of
this reform, and it exciles in my mnd, or rather heart, the most
ardent enthusiasm. { long thought—the work we Jdid among the
poor has made e feel it as a strong and ardent passion for the
good of my fellow creatures—that thev must have a hom- —that
the men must have honest, good, and healthiv work to ocenpy
them, and that women must have a sccure hono—1ihe children
must have a healthy home—that is the foundation of the whole
question (Applause).  The getiing the morey from (%2 hunds of
the landlords into the hands ot the Government, it seems to me
would be a very small reform. The Government of the conry
would always consst of the richest men, and these men wontd
always ““job 7 and mismanage. What we want is that the produce
of the land shall come to the people-—the people whe can work
it and who seed \t—which Is a not less sacred ciniin, T, at leant,
should not feel the same earncstness and cothusiasm on tine
subject if it were only an endeavouy to attain G cconomical
advantage of payving the rent into the hands of the State, as |
do now, when our chief advocate on the questicn hojds cleardy
and finndy to that great principle that the first duty of the nation,
when it regains the land, will Le to mive a home to cvery family’
that desires to obtain i, (Much applause.)

In reple to guestions, the Chanman said :— We propose tn
buy the land without paving a prany. That can be very casily
done, because 1t 1s noy o madter of doubt, it is an absointe cer-
tainty that land in a growimg communty inevitably increases
in valuce, just as its whole valie is the creation of the growth
of the community.  When there is no community, there t~no value
in land, and exactly as a community increases in population and
wealth, so land increases in value, and the estimate of the value
of the land in this country for the last 50 years shows that it has
increased in value at the rate pretty ncarly of 2 per cent. per
anpum, (Cries of “No!"and “ Yes!} Perhaps they were not
thinking of *land.” but of “agricultural Jand.”  Land as a whole
meant all the country, not agrculturat land only. The value of
land was usually wore than what went into the landlord’s pockets.
If the State were to tike away the land to-moriow, civing the
landlord bonds, not for the grossrental, but the ster rent he roceives,
or if any portion of it were <o taken by local suthoriics oong the
lamtlords bonds, which, at fatr interest would pav thee: ile e
rental that they now receive from the land--the indrc e ental the
govurnnent would get, lviting 3t out in smali pm;i:m:‘z:‘-’]u:rcd by
working moen and others througiont the conniry, wonel be =y great
that it would not enly pay the interest on theec bonas bt also
probably extingaish them totally in 4o yeavs, adter wlitch tie,
without futther payment, the fand wonld become the property
of thie connnunity.
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Queriét: Then vou propose to let the land at an increased
rental ?

Dr. Wallace: No—can’t you understand ? If the landlord letsa
farm nominally at £100, he dees not absclutely get above £ 80, owing
to costs of management, lawyers, repairs, and all sorts of expenses.
Although many farmers have not been able to make farming pay,
working men aftays make the land prontable to them, cven
though they alwavs have to pay more per acre than the farmer—
often two or three times as much. Under our system the poor
tnan would get his acre or two at the same rate as the farmer
now gets his farm, which he has never hitherfo deme, and vet the
government or local autherity, having no agents or iawyers to
pay, and nothing to do but to collect the rents by means of
existing tax-collectors, would have a surpluswith which to pay off
the land-bonds. There is no method of getting the land so
equitable, so simple, so benefcial to the working-man and to the
country, and so sure to be successful, as this method of fair
purchase on the basis of the landlords #et receipts.

In repiy to another question Miss Helen Taylor said that the
question of compensation was not an essential element in
membership of the Association; that is to say, when she joined,
she intimated that site was not n favour of it, but she was
informed that the fundamental principle was the nationalisation of
the land, and any one could belong to the Society who was in
agreement on that general principle,  They wanted to see the
people on the tand, and the fandlord no longer able to drive them
off 11, and the removal of the present domination of the landlord
must ensue. However, whatever the opinion might be on these
and other points, the Scciety would welcome all who were in
concord on the ane great principle of the desirability of securing
the Nationalisation of the land. (Applause.) The rest was
optional and suggestive.

Mr. W. Jamesor, (Hon. Sec.) moved ;—

“That this meeting sends the most hearty expressions of jis
sympathy with kindred associations across the seas in their struggle
to liberate the land from the monopely of individuals and
establishing land owning upen a national and a rational basis.”

Mr. Scper seconded the motion. Referring to the difficulties
and proposed methods of dealing with and disposing of the
Jandlordism which keeps the people off the land, he said it had
been proposed that it should be accomplished by a system of
annuities not exceeding the net income now derived by landlords
from the land. This would leave a considerable surplus at the
disposal of the nation. With tlhis surplus it was proposed gradually
to redeem the annuities. Why should not these annuities be
given in such a form that they would gradually extinguish them-
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selves? Let the existing landlords have £3 per cent. annuities, but
let that annunity be reduced every year by 1d. in the £, 3d. in
the £3. That is, let the annuity for the first vear be £3, for the
secend £2 195, gd., for the third year £2 19s. 6., and so on, until
extinguished. In 240 years we should get rid of it entirely without
paying anything. Landlords would lose nothing in the end by this
process, except the right of preying upen other people, for the
annuities in this form would be equivalent to a perpetual annuity
of £2 11s. 8d. per cent., while they would participate most largely
in the consequent remission of taxation. The reduction would
increase the national income by £366,000 a year, and this growing
income with the large surplus fron the land revenuc and its arnual
increment would gradually extinguish all taxation and give a
great impetus to industry. The Jand, being freed, would be avail-
able in large or small quantities to those who have a right to its
occupation, and there would be abundance of employment, There
ought not to be a single enemy to such a movement—one designed
to promote the real Lappiness, contentment, enjoyment, and
prosperity of the nation (Applause).

The motion was then put to the meeting, and unanimously
carried.

—_————

APPENDIX.

Copy of Ietter from Hox. Stk RosErRT SToUT, late Premier of New
Healand, to \Wat. Jameson, Hon. Sec. Land Nationalisation Society.

Durepin, N. Z.,
. 22nd Marck, 1888.
My DEar Str,

I am pleased to receive your letter, and the Reports of your
Society’s meetings.

[ am out of politics just now and have declined re-entering the
political arcaa for a time, perhaps a long time. I take however as
deep an interest as ever in Land Nationalisation. 1 beheve State
owrnership of Land is the hope of the future, this view I have long
held and regret that in the Colonies so little has been done in this
direction. 1 send you a speech, or rather notes of a speech, I
delivered in the House of Representatives mn 18735 My views
have not changed since then. [ believe, though the feehng for
I.and Nationalisation is dull at present, as the inflated values of
land have declined and land owning doees not pay, yet the day will
soon be here when the State will exercise more control over the
heritage of the people than it dees now. Of course provision must
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be made for due security to the improvers and tillers of the soil.
I send you a note how the Land agitation stands at present.

I need not say I shall be pleased to hear from you, and any
information 1 can give or any aid, shall always be at your service,
and at the service of such a just cause as Land Nationalisation,

Yours very truly,
(Signed,) RoserTt SToOUT.

NOTES.

Up to 1875, the Land laws of New Zealand differed, each
province having its own method of disposing of the waste Lands,
There were two main ways: 1st, disposal for cash, or for cash by
instalments, but mainly for cash at a menth, prices varying from
5:- to £2 ot even morte per acre, or some Laud was sold by auction.
Townships were sold up to £300r over per acre. 2nd, leasing for a
term pastoral lands at so much per acre or per sheep, carrying capa-
city bemng estimated. In 1373 the provinces were abolished, but no
alteratica was made in the Land laws till 1877, These were then
consolidated in a statute. The different modes of disposing of
Land were stili kept however, no two districts being alike. In
1575 and dowa till 1831, [ had advocated State leasing versus State
selling, and the Hon, Mr. Ballance had published articles in the
papers showing how this could be dene. In 1881, the Hon. Mr.
Rolleston, then Minister of Land, introduced State leasing with
permanency of tenure for agriculrural Jands.  WWe call it perpetual
leasing, as the rents have to be adjusted at the end of 10 vears, and
then aiter 21 years thereafter. This is still law. The Land Act
of 1885 was introduced and carried by Mr. Baliance, extending
the leasing system to pastoral lands, called the Small Run system,
and also to very small farms of from 5 to 30 acres, This act 1
still in force; but last session, the first of a new parliament, there
secmed a re.action against the leasing system, and as the Land
departmient was in want of money, the Parliament wished more Land
soid. People however have still the opiion of the leasing system,
The present Minister of Lands, Mr. G. F. Richardson, and the
majority of the House seemed in faveur of freeholds and not of
leaseholds. Unfortunately the Hon. Mr. Rolleston 1s not a member
of the House. During the discussion ol the Land Bill of last
session, the Hon. Mr. Ballance was unfortunately absent on an
Election enquiry.

(Signed,) RoserT Srour.
215t March, 1888,
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of the Scciety’ -
thirds of the Menbers present at a CGeneral Meet:2y convened [or the purpose;

twenty one clear days’ notice being given.

Rl

ation, or alterations,

WILLIAM JAMESON, Hon. Sec.

Office : 57, Chaﬁng Cross, S.W.
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EIGHTH ANNUAL MEETING

OF THE

LAND NATIONALISATION SOCIETY,

Hzry at tie Natoxar Linuiarn Crus, Juxe 207H, E88g,

A. R. WALLACE, LL.D, F.R.G.S,, 15 ms Cratx,

REPORT
PRESENTED TQ AND APurieDd 11 THE MEMULRS OF THE SOCIETY,

TH very great satisfaction the Execntive have to
announce that the progress of the cause of Land
Nationalisation since their last Keport was presented
has far exceeded thut made during ary correspond-
ing period in the Soeciety’s history. That this
result is partdy Jue to other zgendes than those
directed by the Land Nationalisation Society, the Executive
cordlalty acknowledge.

At the same Uime, 1t will be seen by the feliowing statement of
the Socicty's posiion now, and of its wark durmg the vear, that
distinet and most impertant influence _has Lccp exerted by this
grganisatioa upon the movenent abolish Lan-lordisn.

The total veceipts of the Society since the last Report have been

leaving A Balance

£733 125 2d; dts expenditure £330 78, sdos
in the Treasurer's hands on May st of £3500 25 54,

In consequence of the increase o furnfs and therefore, of the
amount af work to be done, compared with previoes years, the
Executive have felt 1t necessay to Sevnie the services of a
salaried ciicor, and ta obtain more corventent cilioe accopusdation.
In October last Mr. Josepl Hyder was appuinted Assistant-
Secretary, and the Society's ofive was To010VE] 20 31, Soutaamp-

ton Street, Strand, W.C.  The Excentive acknowledge with
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pleasure the great energy and ability shown by Mr. Hyder in the
discharge of his duties.

Syatr Hornixngs Funp.

The increase in the funds at the Society’s disposal already
mentioned has been chieily due to the generosity of one of its
members, who, in August last, gave a donation of £500 to be
employed in the advocacy of Swmall Holdings, Crofts, and Alloi-
menis for working men, in accordance with the principle of Land
Nationalisation,

This munificent gift was, at the suggestion of the President,
constituted a separate fund.  Particulars of expenditure from the
Small Holdings Fund accompany the Balance Sheet presented by
the Society’s Treasurer.

But, although this accession of fundshas caused great activity in
a special direction, there has not in the meanwhile been any failure
to assert the Society’s main principle, viz: the restoration of the
whole soil of the United Kiungdom to the unrestncted control of
the nation, nor does the advocacy of Small Heldings in any way
involve depart ure from methods hitherto suggested for giving
eflect to the above principle. The words of Miss Helen Taylor
at the Society’s last Annual Meeting suitably illustrate this state-
ment. * It i3 not so much for the political advantages of the
reform that we must look to-day, as for the possibility of securing
to every family an independent comfortable home.”

The following extract from tract, No. 27 (Our Proposals) will
indicate briefly the line of advocacy adopted by the Society in the
discharge of its important trust:—

“We declare, That this planet belongs to the Human Race, not to the Land-
lords ; ‘L'hat it is fur the use of all, not for the aggrandisement of a few ; That the
right of every ian to wark and to reap the fruit of his work comes before the
right of a Landlord 1o charge him for permission to work, or of an employer to
make a profit out of his work;  And thart if the gccupier of many acres does not
see how te make a profit out of hus laboters, that is a reason not for his turning
off the men, but for his giving up the acres.

As a jirst sicp then we demand 1 —

“ That Lacal Bodies, locally elected, Le established throughout the country.

“With pawer 1o teke land frum time to time on behalf of the State for Small
Holdings. in such quantities and siteations as the number and kinds of applications
for it generally may mdicate.

“ Such lands to be taken over absofutely, not merely hired.

“* I'wr Compensation ™ bemng given to the Landlord, payable in State Bonds
transferable

The Land never to be ve-alienaled, but to be let out j——

“Ta limited arcas;

“With ity of lenure

# And right tu value of improvements if Occupier wishes to retire;
“ Al reasonable Rents.



>

*To be periodically revised. and raised or lowered according as the land
afart from fmprociments, may have risen or Lallen in value ’
“ Occupier 1o hold always direct fron: tie Board,
“And all Mineral Rights to be reserved to the State.”

LEcTURES.

One hundred and thirty-four lectures have been given under the
auspices of the Society since its last Annual Meeting, Of this
number—foar times as great as that of last year—Miss Helen
Taylor has delivered g; Mr. Charles Wickstoed 33 Mr. T. R.
Threlfall 35, Rev. E. Pan Joaes, PhD. 11 Mr. Wiiliam Jameson
26; the Rev. J. D. Alford 25; and Mr. Joseph Hyder 24.

All the above lectures, with the exception of those by Miss
Helen Taylor, which were delivered carly in the antumn of last
year—have been directly connected with the advocacy of Small
Holdings. Their effect has been such as to ampiy jusiify the hope
that public opinion will ere long compel lesislution 1 aceordance
with the Society’s principles.  For, i the coarse of o jccturing
campaign extending over nearly 30 counties, and including many
important towns—especially in the Midlanids, m no sing!e iustance
was a hostie resolution proposed, while, on the other tand, the
Resolution demanding Small Holdings in accordance with the
principle of Land Nationalisation was carried with a unanimity in
many cases amounting to enthusiasm. It may be added that the
meetings addressed were frequently of considerable size, the
audiences in many cases ranging from soo to upwards of a 1000.

Reporting on the resalts of his lectures, Mr. Alford, {who has a
well-established reputation as a lecturer on Financial Reform),
states :—** The discussion which followed the lectures, showed that
the people are keenly alive to the evils that the Society is endeavor-
ing to remove ; and the peculiar features of its methed of dealing
with the land question were most favourably received . .
There is an intense eagerness after edycation on this subject all
over the couniry.”

Dir. Pan Joncs, who has labored long for the cause of Land
Reform in \WVales, in reviewing his lecturing camipaign, says: © As
to the prospects in Wales, there is, | am happy to state, a perfect
unanimity amongst tite people, throughout the Principality, that
something must be done to relieve the over-crowded towns, and at
all the meetings [ held the principles and proposals of the Land
Nationaiisation Society were adopted and looked upon as the only
remedy for the present state of things.”

Mr. Threlfall, whose influence as a leader of the Labor Party,
enabled him to secute the aid of the Trade Unionsin organising
most of his lectures, reports: ** There was the strongest determina-
tion everywhere apparent that when once the lrnish question was
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settled. the subject of Land Reform must come next. T was very
much struck with the general * no compronvise’ tone shown.  This
will not brock halt-and-half measures such as ¢ Free Trade in
land,” etc., butis cager for somcthing ke a full and final cettlement.
In nearly ¢very case a resolution in accordance with the hines laid
down by the Land Nutionalisation Socicty was carnied wiraniously,
and even these exceptions were only notable by one or two
opponents showing their hostility.”

Finally, Mecssrs. Jameson and Hyder, whose lectures have
chiefly been dehvered within the Metropolitan area, report that
there is a very marked advance of opinion among the Radical
Clubs and organisations of London on the vital importance of re-
garding the repopulation of rural districts with indegendent  workers,
as essential to the solution of the tertible social and industrial
problems of the capital.

LocaL ORGANISATION.

Under thic heading the Executive have some interesting items
to report.  Branchkes of the Society were established at Neath,
Swansea Valley. and Fflesuniog, m Wales, after Dr. P’an Joues had
lectured at these places.  1le is hepetul of forming a network of
Branches throughout the Principality ~s the resalt of his lecturing
there on the Societv's behall. Qiher Rranches have been formed
at Edmontonr and Swaffham. Iiut a feature of especial <ignificance
in connection with the pregressof Land Nationahsation i London
has leen the formation of a Branch in Hackney, under the
presidency of Alderman Fleming Williams. which now has 86
members, and has, during the past winter season. held a number of
most successiul meetings in every division of the Borough. The
Executive gratelnllv acknowledge the services of their colleague
Me. FOW Flear i inmtiating  this new departure in Metropolitan
pohitics. It is asiep that. if imitated in every London constituency,
wouid speedily arouse the clecterate to the fact that they are
sufferers not mercly through jocal landlordism, but through land-
lordismy wherever it exists it the three Kingdoms.

LiTERATURE.

The ndditions to the Society’s list of pamphiets and tracts have
been greater and mory varicd than in any previous vear, and
include, ** A Columst's Plea for Land Nationalisation,” by A.J.O.;
# Viilage Palitics,” by Chas. Wicksteed ; © Uur Proposals,”
already neticed ; ©* Tax amd Take—Both ™ =+ Two Inipedinients to
Land Reform:™ “ Hope for the Toilers: " and ¢ Land Nation:uisation
in Scotland,”’ by Willlim Jameson.  These, with other publications
of the Scciety munbenng 36 in all, have been very extensively
circulated duning the yvear. The fresh jiterature, including reprints,
has amounted to 260,000 pamphlets and tracts.
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Some of the Society's literature has been translated intn \Welsh
and largely circulated'in the Principality. ’

THe Pgress.
The attention which the Society's wotk has reccived both from
the Metropalitan and Provinciai Press, has, since our laxe

] 1 neeting,
been of a most gratifying character.

Our lecturcrs have been very folly reportrd even by papers
hostile to the Society's work., That stage i the Progress of a
maovement, indicated by unfavorable or dubucus lc;u]m‘;: articles
has also been reached in manyinstances.  The * Scottish Leader o
howsver has been distinctly favourable 1o the ncciety'y micthod ,:—,f
setthing the land questionin the Highlands and 1slands of Scoilan,
and the ** Star " has definitely included ** Small Ioldings ™ under
local authorities popularly elected, amony the ftems of s
progranune, The Cork Eagle is, in lreland, a firm supparter of
the Society.

From press cuttings it s ascertained that the cause of Land
Nationalisation has, during the last twelve months, received from
the press generally about dowdlc as nrich attenuon as w did during
the previous year., The Lxecutive cannot tegard this rate of
progress as unsatisfactory.

PirLIaMESTARY AxD PUuLIic AcCTiox,

At the Annual Conference of the Thghland Land League held
at Inverness in last Septomber, where the Society was represcnted
by Mr. A J. Ogilvy and Mr. J. Mc G. Ross, a resolation in faveur
of Land Nationalisation was unanimously carried, and Mr. Ross's
Crofters Biil. referced 10 1n the Presidential Address last year, was
approved.

In conscquence of the actionof the last Trade Union Congress,
the fellowing resolution was passed by the Execntive:

“That this Exceative tenders to Mr, 5. Shafroe, President of the recent Trades’
Umon Congress at Brdiond, ss heartest congratuiations on she {act ithm a
Kesolution, insisting on Land Nationalisatter, was carrasndat that Corgress by the
splendid majority ol 66 votes againr 5. Bt further, assuris him of e il co-
operation of this Seciety with aay efiort the Trades’ Unions nisy cones plate 10
briug the questien of Land Nationalisation before arhament as o distinet
issue."

Mr., Shaftoe emphasised a very cordial reply by joiring the
Society. The Resolution and reply were afterwards circulated by
the Society as a leaflet.

The Co-operation referced to in the aliove resoiution has already
indirectly begon. For, the Labor Electoral Assoriation. which
received its mandate from the Trades’ Congress of {he previous
year, unanimously resolved atits first Annual Congress to make
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Land Nationalisation a plank in its platform. At a more recent
Congress held at Liverpool duriny Easter, when the Socisty was
represented by Mr, Hyder, the following resclution was adopted :

* That Local bodies. popularly elected, shall be empowered to take land for
Small Holdings at a fair valuavion, and let (not sell) it, to workers gencrally,
at a_f:u'r rent. giving to the tenants security of tenure and the right to ther
own improvements.”

That the Society’s views both on the question of principle, and
of practical application, should thus receive the endorsement of an
Association aiming at the direct representation of Labour in
Parliament, on a far more extensive scale than has hitherto been
attempted, is a noteworthy fact.  There is solid ground for
belbeving that Land Nationalisation will become a test question at
the next General Election in every constituency where organized
working men preponderate. To the energetic efiorts of Mr. T. R.
Threlfall, Secretary of the Labor Electoral Association, i1s largely
due the satisfactory progress recorded in this section of the
Socicty's Report.

On learning that a Committee of the House of Commons had been
appointed (in March} to consider the subject of Small Holdings,
steps were taken by the Executive to provide that evidence by
representatives of this Society should be tendered thereat.

The following gentlemen kindly placed themselves at the
Society's disposal :  the Rev. Arnold Taylor, Rector of Church-
Stanton, Devon, and Mr. Chas. Wicksteed, of Kettering, who are
intimately acquainted with the needs of English agricultural
laborers ; the Rev. Dr. Pan Jones, of Mostyn, North Wales,
and Mr, J. Mc G. Ross, |.P>, of Alness, Ross-shire, who are
eminently qualified to give valuable evidence as to the needs of
Wales and Scotland.

The abstracts of their evidence were in course of preparation
tn vesponse fo a request from the Small Holdings Committee, when
to their astonishiment and regret the Executive received the
following letter from Mr. Gray, us Sccretary: 1 am directed by
the Committee to inform yon that they have already called a
large nunber of witnesses Defore them, and that they do not feel
justified in calling upon your Socicty to give evidence before
them.”

Laxp NatioNaLisation ABroaD.

In the United States and in the Bntish Colonies the movement
continues to make headway, but 1t is an especially noteworthy
fact that during the past tweive months l.and Nationalisation
Associations have been tounded in Germany, France, and
Switzerland, and have already begun to make their power felt.
The seutitnent expressed in debate by a member of the great
Council of Basel will be endorsed by an increasing aumber of
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land-reformers: ¢ Our territory is so small that we cught not only
to aveoid selling away a single yard of it, but we ought, on the
contrary, to be taking steps to acquire the whole of it as the
undeniable property of the whole community.

In concluding this Report, the Executive appeal to all those who
realise how rapidly the question of I.and Nationalisation is
becoming one of practical politics, to associate themselves with
the Society in its work. There is unquestionably a vast number
of sympathisers in the country who have not yet been brought into
touch with this Society, or with any other organization holding
principles in common with it. To these it is pointed out that the
minimum annual subscription necessary to qualify for membership
of the Land Nationalisation Society is One Shidling, and that the
numerical strength of the Society is of scarcely less importance
than the maintenance of its funds.

— BRANCHES. —
Edmonton - - - Hon. Scc.,, Mr. E. WELLAND.
Ffestiniog - - - " Mrg. J. Hucnes.
Hackney - - . " Mgr. F. W. FLEAR.
Neath - - - - » Rev. J. Epwares.
Swaffham - - - o Mer. R. PeTCH.
Swansea Valley - - - ” Mz. j. D, Owex.

During the year Mr. GEorGe PorTEoUS, of Dalkeith, has been

added to the list of District Honarary Secretaries.
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PUBLIC MEETING.

After the meeting of members a public meeting was held, and
there was a large attendance. The Hon. Secretary referred to
letters of regret for absence from Aliss Helen Taylor; Mrs. S,
Bryant, D.Sc.; Earl Compton: Sir George Trevelvan, M.P,;
Sir Walter Foster, M.P.; Sir Robert Head; Mr. Tirth, M.P.;
Mr. R. C. Graham, M.P.; Professor F. W. Newman ; Rev. W,
Tuckwell, M.A.; Rev. P. 1I. Wicksteed, M.A.; and Mr. G. ].
Holyoake.

The President, who was received with cheers, then gave an
Address, as follows :—

Lapiss aND GENTLEMEN,

Our Report, which yvou have just heard read, sufficiently
shows that the past year has been both an eventful and a successful
one in regard ic the progress of cur movement. But there are
many other matiers, of more general intaiest, which point in the
same direction, and (0 which T propose to ~all your attention.,

Even our present very conservative legislaiuo have felt them-
selves compelted to do somethung-—or rather, to make boilevr 22
they are going to do something—in the way of land-law reform,
I allnde especially to the vanous Select Commirtees they uve
appointed—on Smalil Holdings, on Town Holdings, and quite
recently, on Woods and Forests and Land Revenues of the Crown.
We do not for a moment suppose that these Committees will lead
to any important or useful results in the way of legislation, but
they will certainly, in their Reporis and Evidence, furnish us with
much valuable materials for our unceasing warfare against the
evils of Jand monopoly and laudlordism. e have taken steps,
as vou have learnt by our Report, to give evidence on the ' Small
Holairys ™ Committee, and [ think it would also be very important
to keep au +yve on the ** Woods and Forests " Commntter, and to
insist that the lands under the control of the Government shoukd
be utilised for the benefit of the people in the manner we advocute.
We nust also urge our friends in Darliament to protest vigorously
apainst any proposal to alienate these lands —a proposal which is
almost certain to be made on the ground of the comparatively small
revenue they now produce.  The practice of ail recent governments,
Liberai and Tory alike, has been to take every opportunity of
bartering public rights over land for hard cash, and this practice

must be stopped.
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. In Ireland we have had the ‘“ Ashbourne Act” put in force
on a more extended scale; and this Act, though utterly wrong in
principle, as crea|ting a new body of landlords with every power to
oppress which the old ones possessed, yet affords us a clear and
practical illustration of how easy it would be to acquire the land
for :he whole people instead of for a small section of it. As an
example of this 1 may mention a case given in the Times news.
paper of Nov. 1gth last year. An estate, the reduced rental of
which was f280 a year, was sold to the tenants under the
« Ashbourne Act,” the tenants paving only f18 a year for
40 yrars, and then becoming freeholders of their farms,” These
tenants have thus bad their rents reduced more than 15 per
cent., and tn addition will have the land presented to them at the
end of 39 years! Never was therea more unjust, absurd, and
quixotic procecding. I they can pay this reduced rent for
49 years it may be fairly assumed that it i1s a fair and even a low
rent--or if not it could be reduced a lictle more; but why give
these particular tenants the land, to the exclusion of all” other
Irishmen, living and unborn ?  If landlords, under a government
guaraptec, arc willing to sell on such terms as these, the whele
community should benefit by it-—not the few who huppen to be
tenants of these particular landiords at this particular time. Ag
one iniquitous result of this ¢ Act,” some of the great City
Companies Lave sold their Irish Estates and pocketed enormous
sums of money. These estates were originally granted for public
purposes, and their revenues properly belong 1o this metropolis
as a whole, and it is a great scandal that both the public and the
metropolis should be deprived of all share in them by a few
obscure private individuals forming close corporations, Never till
quite recentlv. under pressure of public opinion and fear of being
called to account for their stewardship, have these corporations
used any portion of their vast wealth for the benefit of the
cammunity.

Another Government enquiry, though not directly on the land
question, has an Important connection with it—the Lords’
Commission on the Sweating System. T will just call yvour
attention to the evidence of one of the factory inspectors,
Mr. Lakeman, who stated that the work of the couniry was
gradually becoming monopoliscd more and more by large men,
who were hecoming larger and larger, while the small nien were
beconung swaller and smaller; " and, as one of the results of this
ever-increasing menopoly, men were working 13 hours a day for a
pound a week. This statement of Alr, Lakeman is supported by
an article in the Daily Neios of September last, which states that
millionaires are steadily ncreasing, and that during the preceding
year four estates had paid probate duty on an aggregate of
g} mullions sterling ; and this only includes the bersonal property
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of the deceased, who might have had landed property to an equal
Oor cven greater amount.

One of these recent millionaires was Mr. Rylands, of AMan-
chester, whose f{irm, in its various factories, employed nearly
12,000 workers—the surplus profits of whose labour, bevend a bare
subsistence for themsclves, all went into the pockets ot one family
~—ii it was recently converted into a Limited Liabifite Company.
Now what is the fundaraental cause why one man can get so many
other men to work for his benefit ¢ 1t 1s simply the monopoly by
the few of the whole land of the country!  Make the land freely
accessille to all, and millions of workers, now forced to labour for
employers, will work for themselves and be independent of
employers,  They will then be able to accumulate crpital, and
associate together in manufactuning or other industries, uitimately
becoming themselves the recipients of the mullions of profit now
absorled hy a fow individuals,  Withont the power of conpeliing
men to work for him by the pressure of starvauon, the Capualist
will be nowhere.  His capital, in money or credit, will be of tittle
value. and though he may be able to live on it in idieness Limself,
he will no longer be able to accumulate millions on millions, in
order that succeeding generations, in ever-increasing numbers,
may live in idlene ss upon the labour of other men.

No doubt these Committees and Commissions will look upon this
acciunulation of wealth—this increase of millionaires —as a proof
that all is well. and that, with a few minor reforms, we can continue
to go on just as we are,  They wiil urge on emigration as a remc.dy,
regardless of the fact stated in the official Emigration Statiztics
for 1§, that, since 185z, three million two hundred and seventy-
six thousand enngrants have left Ireland. And s Ireland any better
off 7 The wholesale evictions. the perennial fumine, cry aloud
against s awlul depopulation of a country, and ajfford a complcte
demnnstration that 113 no remwedy {or the disease—which s,
simply, starvation direetly caused by landlordism. et the land-
lords emigrate and throw open the whole Irish lund to the lrish
people, and we shall at once stop both the cmigration and
starvation of the workess,

Another point on which our capitahst Jegislators are always
expatiating 15 the improved combition of the workers, provad, they
eay,—(11 by diminishiod odicial pauperism; (23 by increased rate
of wages. But both these alleged proofs are valucless and
altogether heside the real point at issve.  Diminished oficial
pauperisni is quite distinct from diminished poverty, and depends
solely on the way the poor law is administered. Out-door reliefis now
more and more disconraged, distress being relieved by ever-
increasing charitable associations; while, as we all know, many
die of starvation in the midst of our wealthy citics rather than go
to the workhouse. By a Darliamentary Paper Just issued, it appears
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that in the past year 29 persons have been declared by
Coroners’ juries to have died of starvation in this great metropohs.
Again, the rate of daily or weekly wages being higher than 20 or
30 yeare ago, proves nothing whatever—because it is not the
nomal rate of the wages, but the coustancy of employment that secures
the well-being of the workers. Where men were formerly engaged
and paid by the week, they are now engaged and paid by the day
ot even by the hour, and often make less actual wages than they did
formerly. -

A gentleman, who has been a poor law guardian in Liverpool
and has worked much among the poor, has made a careful estimate
of the numbers of the wumemployed from all available sources
of information, and arrives at the startling conclusion that there
are always, on the average, about six mallions, including workers.
and their families, among the unemployed, most of whom have
to depend on some form of charity to support life.* Then, again,
we must remember that house rent is enormously dearer than it
was,—that workers are often forced to live long distances from
their work, and have to pay either in money or labour to reach
it,—and, lastly, that though daily wages for skilled labour and
exceptionally hard work have risen, yet at the same time payment
for piece work in scores of trades, employing tillions of city
workers, has steadily decreased for manv years—considering ail
this, we shall see the utter falsity of the statement that the
condition of the workers in general has materially improved during
the last 30 or 40 years.

To turn to a subject more directly affecting ns.-~-The last year
has seen the alienation of another portion of the National Domain
by our landlord legislators, by means of the Glebe Act. The Glebe
Lands, coniprising many thousand acres all over the country,
belonging to the Church—and therefore to the people—of England,
are by this Act empowered to be sold, and will doubtless be sold, and
bought at low rates by adjacent landlords. Some few hiberal and
independent clergymen have let out their glebe land to labourers
with excellent results, but it requires courage to do this, as it is
always opposed by the surrounding landlords and farmers. The
Rev. Mr. Tuckwell, of Stockton, in Warwickshire, has thus
utilised a glebe farm of 200 acres, giving the labourers security
of tenure for 14 years, and the land at a fair rent, with the most
satisfactory results. It is stated in the Daily News of Sep-
tember 11th, 1838, that most of the labourers with two acres
of tand, grow bread and potatoes for their families the whole year
round, in addition to providing food for a pig, and this only by
utilising the spare time of the family. This makes all the
difference between wretchedness and comfort for the labourers;
and as they are better fed they are able to give a better day’s work
to their employers. One old man of 7o lives wholly on his

¥ Poverty aud the State,’ by Herbert V. Mills—p. 73,
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aitotment of four acres. The landlord apologists and newspaper
writers keep reiterating. over and over again, that with present
prices of corn labourers ramnot cultivate land at a profit, and that
to offer it them is to tempt them to their rinn. But here, and in
every other case withaut exception in which the experiment has
been fairly tried, they ds make it pay, and even old men of 70 find
ro difficulty in Jiving, by their lahour, on the land. The secret
of this is, the care and minute attention of the labourer working
for himself. These men grow 40 bushels of wheat to the acre, the
farnier's average being barely 30: while potatoes, beans, and
other crops are equally geod.  Have we not a right, then, to
demand, both in the interest of the lahourers and of the whole
comitunity, that all who wish it shall have land, when the result
of so employing the lund is, to give an increase in the food pro-
duction of the country of full 30 per cent., to diminish and ultimately
to abohsh pauperism, while the increased earnings of these men
would almost all be spent in home manufactures, and do nmore
to revivily our trade than any extension of cur markets among
savage tribes.

In the same newspaper of September 1st, 1588, there is an
account of allotments in- Lincolnshire, where the men pay £3 an
acre for good land, and make on the average £:6 an acre profit.
Though these allotments have been let for many years there has
never been a defauit of rent, which is paid six months in advance,
Now these two cases of the effects of ailowing labourers te have
land, are in addition to all those given by myself and others,
and especially by Mr. Impey in his excellent littie hooks, and they
demonstrate as a fact that labourers are enormausly benefited by
havirg land on reasonable terms—and, if #4ey are benefited the
whole country 1s benefited to a still greater extent, by the decrease
of pauperisi:, by the increased demand for our manufactures, and
by the increased happiness and contentment of our people.

In connection with this subject, I wish to call special attention
to one of the most remarkable and valuable little books of the day
—MMr. H. VL Mlls' ¢ PoverTy axp THg State.”  Mr, Mills has
had practical experience of the warking of our poor-law system,
and of the various efforts that have been made to relieve distress
and find work for the unemployed. He shows that every attempt -
that has been niade to help the workers, by opening workshops of
various kinds and providing materials for them to work upon, has
failed, for the uniform reason that the prodocts of their labour
could not be sold, and, gradnally accumulating, the experiment had
to be given up. And he explains that the reason of this is that all
goods that can be made and sold at a protit are already mad» by
capitalists and employers of labour.  Besides, you can only em-
ploy a few classes of men in this way. You cannot open shops for
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evere trade in the kingdom, yet we know that men of every trade
are oiten wichout work and becotne paupers.

Mr. Mills had his plan suggested to him by finding in Liverpool,
dirst, a baker out of work: then, next door to him, a shoemaker out
of work; and next door again, a tailor in the same condition,
Neither of them but wanted shoes, and clothes, and bread ; yet
nnder our present social arrangements they could not supply each
ather's wants, but, becoming paupers, would have to be supported
in idieness by the communily. Some of our great Unions have
from 3.Goo to 5.000 paupers to provide for, and among these will of
course be found men and women of all trades pretty nearly, on the
average, in the same proportion as they exst in the whole com-
mimity. Now, 4,000 DETSORS Tequire 4,000 suits of clothes a year,
and here is work for a certain number of Spinners and Weavers,
Tailors and Hatters, Staockingmakers, Shoemakers, Tanners, and
Dressmakers. The same 4,000 require breakfasts, dinners, teas,
and suppers every day in the year.  Here is work for Cooks and
Kitchen-maids, for Farmers and Gardeners, for Milk-maids and
Dairy-maids, {or Bakers and Fruit-preservers. He proposes, then,
that instead of the 4,000 paupers living in idleness {or emploved
on unproductive labour) at the cost of the community, thev shall
cultivate about 2,000 acres of land under proper supervision, and
shall produce almost everything they nced, and consume almost all
that they produce. He shows that by properly proportioning the
various kinds of stock kept on thus farm-—sheep, cattle, horses. and
pigs-—-ampie food and clothing could be produred to supply all
their wants and many conforls by only four hours” labour a day,
Things that could nof be produced on the farm, as sugar, tea,
raisins, spices, and a few cther articles, would be purchased by the
sale of surplus produce ~but the produce sold would always be the
kinds now largely imported from abroad, and the sale of which
would not compete with other English producers.  Butter, cheese,
bacon, wheat, eggs. and becf are such products, the price of which is
determined by the foreign supply.  Mr. Mills goes into the details
of his scheme, and his results are supporced by the experience of
the industrial colonies of the Netherlands which he visited, and of
which he gives a most mteresting account, for which account
alone his book is worth purchasing. In these colonies many
thousands of men, women, and children are self-supporting,
and live in comlfort; and this although cverything is done in the
mast primitive manner and labour-saving machimery is rigidly
excluded. The reason ef this exclusion is, that otherwise 1t would
not be possible fully to employ the inmates without raising too
much surplus produc_ts,the sale o_f which would compete injuriously
with that of the outside commumty.

Mr. Milis, on the other hand, proposes that every kind of labour-
saving machinery should be ecwmployed, and that the time thus



21

saved should be given to education, to amusements, and to private
work for the individuals’ henefit. Onc of the most remirnalle
fact= brought out by the inquiry is, that the necessary land could
be purchased, together with tools, machinery, live stock, and a
stock of food till the first crops came in, fora sum equal to two
years' poor rates, That is, by paying two years poor rates we
should altogether abolish them for the future. rendering not only
our paupers, but all the unemployed who are liabie to become
paupers, altogether sclf-supporting.  This will perhaps seem
mcredible; but if we consider the fact that an old man of =0,
with his wife, can wholly support themselves Ly working on four
acres of land, with no help from machinerv, and with ail the
difficulty of finding a market for that portion of their produce they
are obliged to sell, weshall see the probability, that on the large
scale needed by a community of 3,000 persons, with all the aid
of machinery and the best agnculture, the result Mr, Mills
describes might be attained, while the first cost is a matter of
comparatively simplecalculation in which a practical farmer, as he
is, is hardly likely to be mistaken.

It wil be a disgrace to the country if this plan i= not fairly
tried ; and if successful, as I have the greatest confidence it will
be, it will afford a crowning demonstration of the vital vecessity of
the people having free access to, and the full contrel of the land
of thewr country ; because it will prove that poverty and want of
work are wholly landlord-created, and that, whether as individual
independent workers or in co-oferative assoctaiton, outr labouring
classes, i pernntted, can support themselves upon the land.

Mr. Alills” most instructive and suggestive beok can be obtained
of Kegan “Paul for one shilling, and without approving of all his
methods. except for pauvpers, I strongly reconimeond our rembers
to read it, and to do their best to intluence public opiniin
to have the scheme fairly tried.

I liave now enly to notice brieflv. one or two other pubiic
matters bearing upon our subject. _

Only last week 1in Cornwall we had Mr. Gladstone discussiag the
systemn of {ife-leases prevalent there, as 1n Wales and in some ather
parts of the country, e characterised this as © the woirt sy<tem
he could conceive;’ he stated, what we all know so -vell, that
therr could be no *“free contract” in this case between the poor
miner wanting a home and the wealthy lord of the soil.  Ha
declared tl:ac the matter +deserves the attention of the legislature.”
and trusted that the House of Commons would find a remedy for
the present state of things. o

If Mr. Gladstone were a younger man, and had not his life’s
work already cut out for him, he would surely see thata system
of property which again and again requites the interterence of the
legisiature to prevent the seller from cppressing the buyer, must
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be an unsound system.  He himseif had to interfere between the
Irish tenant and his landlords., The Tory government interfered
a Littie bit—or ratber pretended to interfere—between the English
tenant and landlord by their “ Compensation for Thsturbance
Biit,” their * Hares and Rabbits Bill,” and another special ** Pre-
servation of Hares Bill."’ they row have in hand ; the town tenants
are to be soon protected from the landlords by the **Leaschold
Enfranchisement Bill,” and now I suppose we shall want a « Life
Leaseholders Relief Bill.” Ve want no such laws to interfere
between bnyers and sellers of wheat or coiton, of beel ar boots, or
«of any other commodity whatever, the simple reason being that
other conuuodities are not of the same nature as land, are
mot such complete monopolies, are not so absolutely essential to
-existence, and are therefore subject to *free contract,” which land
is not and never can be.

Another indication of the same principle is afforded by the last
fat of a landlord povernment, the establishment of a * Board of
Agriculture ;7 of course with well salaried officials paid by the
peopie. Now why does agriculture want a * board ” rather than
.cotton spinning, or Jron founding, or ship building?  Simply
because these latter industries are subject to free competition, while
the former is and always has been bound and trammelled by land-
lord interests and landiord restrictions. while the agnculturist
himsel{ has never been free to work. out his own ideas and has
never had his sel-interest aroused in favour of nnprovement by
absolute security for his own outlay. It is landlord-despotism
alonc that cries out for a * Board of Agricuiture,” to remedy the
evils caused by its own blindness, ignorance, and cupidity. VWhat
a satire it 1s on Dritish Agriculture under Jandlordism, that the
poor, ignorant, down-trodden, agricultural labourer, whenever he
gets a bit of land tu do what he hkes wuh, produces from 1t
heuvier crops thau the capuabist tenant farmer aided by the best
scientifte agnieuiture of the day .

What is termed scientific agrienlture consists largely tn applying
artifical manures brought trom the other side of the globe, to supply
the waste of therich manurial products of 40,000,000 of people with
which we now polinte our 1ivers and keep up a full crop of
zymotic diseases anlong our population.  Give the people free
access to the land ; let them spread naturalty over it, so that they
may the:selvesconsuneits products,andreturn allthe waste matter
immediatelv to the s2ii: and not only wiil pauperism be abolished,
but they will certainly never require the services of a Board of
Agricalture.

\When we consider how deeply the belief in the value, the
secunity, and the importance of land as private property is
ingrained in the popular mind—a belief largely due to its being
the only means of escape for individuals from the tyranuy ard
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injustice of landlordism—we can but wonder at the vast progress we
have made, and at the decided change in the attitude of the public
and the press towards us during the last few years. We can truly
-say-—as the Liberal leader has said on another great question—
that the flowing tide of opinion is with us. Self-intetest, or supposed
self-interest, of course keeps back that tide in the cas: of the wealthy
<classes, but we find many great thinkers among us, many of theclergy
of all denominations who best know the needs of the workers, and-—
most important of all—we find that the thinkers amony the workers
themselves—and they are numerous—are becoming our fast
supporters.  Nothing has been more cheering to myself during
the past year than the declaration of the Chairman of the Trades’
Union Cengress that an effecuve land-reform must lie searching
and durable, that it must 1n tact give the land 1o the penple,
followed by a Resolution passed almost unaniinously, “that no
settlement will be satisfactory short of Land Nationalisation.”

Now, the great body of workers, of whom this Congress was a
worthy representative, have-—or will soon have—the power of
directing legislation in their own hands. What they have to de
for the next few vears 1s to influence their weaker brethren in this
matter, to impress upon them the vital importance of this great
reform, first to themselves individually, and through them to the
whole community. They must also lmpress upon the poorer
class of voters the inviolability of the ballot, and the duty of
making no promise against their conscience either to landiord,
employer or customer. Then, their thine will come. and when the
next Liberal government has settled the Irish question in the most
thorough manner, and has shortencd the duration of Parfiament
to at most three years, they have only to make Land National-
isation the working nian’s test question at the polls, and march on
to assured victory (loud applause),

Mr. Walker (Birmingham) proposed the following resclution :—

Whereas the control now exercised by landlsrds over the land

{r.} deprives the people of their naweral right of sccess to the land as an
alternative means of livelihood to wage service;

(2.) enables ]ar_\dlords to exert a most despotic power aver the rest of the
ccmmumt)‘ \ .

(3.) deprives the nation of the revenusz of the land and consequently im-
poses upon the people an enormous burden to meet nalional
requirements.

(4.) is the fundamenta) cause of paverty and distress, with their inevit-
able concomitants, vice and crime;

and whereas these evils are increasing year by wear with the growth of
population, and hecame therefore an increasing source of disguietnde and
danger, it is urgently needful that, at the earliest moment possible, the
land of this country be brought under the direct and unrestricted control

of the people.
He supported the principles asserted in that resolution with the
greatest enthusiastn, The land nationalisers contended that the
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whole of the land of the country must be brought under the
urrcstricted and dicect control of the people, and that everything
eise asked for in amelioration of existing evils must give way to
this. At present the worker was drivern down by or under
civilization {o starvation wages. He drew two graphic pictures
of the despotism exercised over ounr workers, and of the general
happiness and brightness that would shine all round if every man
and every woman had their natural and rightful share and enjoy-
ment of * the carth and the fulness thereof,” the State acting as
the one landiord for the whole nation, and wisely spending the
immense wealth that would then be created-—wealth so great, that
people were already beginning to ask what they would do with it
if they gor possession of the land, and it no longer made thousands
of nullienaires (loud clicers).  As soon as ever the worker
stands side by side with his fellow men of the higher classes,
freed from the artificial distinctions and barriers by which he is
now surrounded, a wonderful spirit of feliow-fechng and co-opera-
tion will, exclaimed Mr, Walker, with much eathusiasiu, come
into play, and there will be an Immense increase of productve
power, accompanying the acceptance of the view Jaid down of
old by Robertus. At present we saw the labourer, by the
very mnature of things, unable to improve his position, and the
landlord placed o arbitrary and sometimes despotic power, but
directly they acknowledged the just principle of ntilising tor the
common benefit, the fund produced by the jabour of the com-
muntty, class distinctions would tend to disappear, and the
cultured few be gradually replaced by a cultured nation. It
was the duty of all who sought the benefit of mankind, ta work or
do something for that day when every atizen would have his just
¢hare in that carth which God had provided for ali His creatures,
It would be said, “Oh! but there are the Bessemers, the
Rothschitls and men of that class, they have acquired great sums
of money and property; how are you golng to deal with them?
He was reminded of a case in pumnt, where he had been in a
position to go through the papers of a dead millionaire, and he
was curions to ascertaia tan what the wealth consisted, in a
permanent forn. Out of three-and-a-hall nilhions, there was only
£200,000 that was not directly comprised n fand.  There were
“ railways,” * canals,” and various other descriptions of property,
all with land under thewm. He contended that the State should
occupy the positien of the onc lundlord to the nation. Immense
sums of moncy become invested in mortgages, manufactories, and
under the guise of the money-lender, the landlord's hand s
stretched out over the workers of the land, and prevents their
obiiining thew legitimate share of its blessings. Just amather
illustration of the evils which grow out of lardlordism of the soil.
In Birmingham we wanted to put down a sewer for the
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advantage of the community, and we had to pay £7.000
to the intervening landlords, merely for permission to do an
act of public service. \Why such an imposition is nothing less
than blackmail.  All such gross anomalies and erying evils would
disappear with the State in the position of the ane controtling and
trustee landlord. Suppose, under such a desirable system, we
wanted to put a railway down, what should we do?  \What do we
do now? We pay compensation to every landiord along the
route, and everyone opens his mouth as wide as possible. \With one
landlord, the occupying teuants would simply go somewhere else ;
their rent-producing power would go with them, and the wealth of
the nation would nat be lessened one atom (cheers), 1t was said
that the agrfeultural rent of Fogland was disappearing.  Well, 1t
might wholly disappear, and yet England, as a whole, might Lave
its rent increased. We do not want deer forests and broad acres
for fox hunting, but to produce as many happy, bright-eyed people
as possible {cheers). This desitable consummation would be the
inevitable resuit of the wise expenditure of the National Wealth
for the benefit of all {cheers).

The resolution was seconded by Mr, C. Wicksteed (Kettering).
He said he was ‘ no socialist,” and that there would always be
‘“inequalities ' in the community—that always there would be
some spendthrifts and others saving. The question, however, was
whether it was desirable, there should be a great many excessively
poor aud a great many excessively rich, as is the case now. It
was the present ownership of land which creates cxcessive
demoralizing poverty and excessive dewnoralizing wealth. Their
mntention was to get this wrong righted, and a good system
substituted for a bad ome. It was astonishing to contrast the
indignation of the British people in denouncing the continuance of
our national tribute of f40,000 a year in pensions with their
patience under a burden of hundreds of millions, which burden
Land Nationalisation will entirely remove {cheers). With
reference to existing landowners, although the wrong of the
present land-owning system was traceable to their ancestors,
1t was no less wrong, indeed it was worse, that the descendants
should be increasingly rewarded (cheers). Thinking men recog-
nize there is such a thing as unearned riches, but they don’t
all recognize that that means unearned poverty. Then we have
the question, what does the private ownership in fand involve?
Under private ownership the best use to which land may be put,
is not that by which men and women will lead the most useful or
moral lives, but that which will enable tandiords to extort the
most out of them ({applausel. That also is an unassailable
position, No moral or thinking man can resist the conclusion
that we were put here on the earth to use it fur our benefit,
and that we were not placed here to create wealth for a number
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of landlords (applause). Mr. WWicksteed went on to insist
upon the necessity of security of tenure to enable the rent-paving
working clisses to hold possession of land, so that they could
not be turned ont of their little homestead so long as they
paid a fair rent. Land XNationalisers must hammer away at
public opinion; and in spite of all the adverse repressive influences
of unrighteous power and the tmmorality it produced, Land
Nationalisers would mareh forward with confiderce to their
altimate triumph {(cheers). ‘

Idr. R. Macdonald, M.P., supported the resolution. e referred
to the length of rime occupied in hringing a question to the period
of ripeness for settlement, and was glad to note that such: progress
was being made as the Report showed. He was sorry to say that if
the Croiters got possession of their own land, they would directly
becorne wesisters of reform. He bad letters from his own
constituents, asking that the County Council should be moved
in the wmatter, and that it should obtain Parliamentary aid
in that direction. That would suit very well, he thought, if
they feased the land of the County Council, but on no account
must the County Council be aliowed to part with the freehold
of the land icheers).  He completely endorsed what Dr, Wallace
had said, that it was wrong from every point of view that one
set of men, such as the Crofiers of the prescut day. should
be given the land they now rent, and for future generations to be
debarred {rom obtaining any. In the highlands those who
had no land formed one-fourth of the population. Were
these to be left out in the celd, and become paupers ? The Irish
whio bouglit under the Ashbourne Act would be Tories in the
next generation, fighting for the continued possession of the land.
He thouctit Land Muenicipalisation should be backed vp by Land
Nationatisers. [t would be getung in the thin end of the wedge.
If thev could aid the County or Lhstrict Councils to got possession
of the land in some wav, so much the better; he did not care in
what way it was done, so long as they did not let them have power
to sell it (cheers).

An amendment was here sent up to the Chairmap, but was
ruled inadmissible and irrelevant.

Mr. A, ). Ogilvy, a Tasmanian Landowner, said, we cannot
give a precice remedy, until we convince and show the people
exactly what the evil is.  We have to couvince them as to
the right and wrong of the case. We are happy to adopt any
principle that will bring the land into our hands. ‘We are not
hound to any particular method, but there is one remedy which
seets so simple, so unlikely to excite active hostility, that we
have it put forward in ¢ Qur Propesals.”” What we are ainiing
at is already recognisced to some extent in legislative enactments
or Bills. The Irish Land Act, the Crofters” Act, the Agricultural
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Holdings Act, the Allotments Act, contain phases of everything
we want, Under the Irish Land Act the laadlord s shown that he
cannot “take all he can get,” that excessive rent is not to bhe
taken from the tenant, that the night of the ccoupier to live in
decency and comfort comes before the right of the landlord to get
all be can ; also, that the tenant must not be evicted, except for
non-payment of rent, and must be compensated for improvemennts,
It is-also shown in the Crofters’ Act that if there is not land
enough for the tenant to live upon, the landlord must vield it:
then, in the Allotments Act, that local bodies mayv acquire land
compulsorily and let jt out for labourers.  Tlhese acts, therefore,
contain the germs of all that we want, Finally, in answer to
the question, ** what are your principles. what do von want:"
we desire that these advantages should be applicable 1o the
whole kingdem (cheers).

Mr. Soper showed how the idea embodied in the resolution
could be practically carried out. What they had to do was to
get rid of landlordism icheers) and delver the peaple fram a
state of servile dependence. He was not oppesed to the taxation
of land values, They tiad as much right to tax theland as they
had to tax vans and wheels, and a great deal more reason, for
vans and wheels were the product of industry, but land was not.
Rent itself was a tax levied by Jundlords upon the people, and in
taxing rent, therefore, we do but recover a porticn of that which
has been confiscated fromus. But the taxingof rent orland values
will bring but a very doubtful advaniage while the landlords
retain the power to tax the people.  The latter will eventually pay
in the form of increased rent what they now pay in taxes, while,
what is most important of all, the land will be no more accessible
to labour than it 18 now. By first abolishing the landlord control
and bringing the land under the direct administration of the
people, even if we continued to pay to landlords the net income
they now rteceive, a much greater, more certain and imediate
advantage could be gained. The nation. taking the gross rents
and paving to landlords their net income, could secure, from
various sources, a surplus of twenty millions per annum available for
the immediate reduction of taxation, while the land cculd then,
without cost or trouble, be placed at the service of labeur to any
extent desired in the form of allotments, crofts, or small hoidings.
The surplus labour of our congested towns could thus be drawn
off and made productive, and our land be again dotted over with
happy, prosperous rural and industrial villages. A very simiple
Act of Parliament, decreeing that, from and after a certain day,
the Crown, on behalf cf the people, would resume possession of
the land, and henceforth all rent of land weuld be due and payable
to the naticnal exchequer, wouid effect this, and would not be open
to the charge of confiscation or spoliation. To accomplish this—
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to restore the people to the land, to give them better and happier
homes, to make all labour productive—is the only effectual remedy
for existing eviis, the first essential step in the amelioration of the
people {applause).

As Treasurer of the Society; he begged to say that they were
prepared to exert themselves to carry out these objects to the
utmost extent to which they would be empowered by funds
placed at their disposal, Last year they had a handsone
donation from Scotland of £3500; and he appealed to patriotic
Engiishmen to show a like generosity and public spint {cheers).

Mr. Jameson said he would not detain the meeting at that late
hour, Lut he could not resist reference to the question which had
been ruised of the Housing of the People in this great metropolis.
It was bis firm conviction that the restoration of the national
land to the people would be a practical remedy for the existing
state of things (hear, hear).

The policy of the Land Nationalisation Society for the last
twelve months had been chiefly to assert this one point, ie., the
right of every man to secure access to the land, independently of
wage-service. 1f the principles of the Society were carried out,
instead of London and other great cities being over-crowded, there
would no longer be a glut in the Jabonr market; and, instead of the
people being forced into the great centre of industry, there would
be a free distribution of labour all over the country, and as
a consenuence there would be a cessation of the high rents,
such as we are compelled to pay in London now (cheers).

The resolution was then put and carried unanimousiy.
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“ Hopecer dificult it may ie ta emhody the theory of the Nativqalivarsn of Eha

land in fact, equity sternly conwmands it to be done) —HERBERT SPENUER,

- - e~ —

LAND NATIONALISATION

rersus

LAND MONOPOLY.

Land is that which every man, wowan, and child must use. From the Sovereign
to the panper, all depend equally upun the Laud for food, clothing, and shelter,

Land iz the naturai heritage of all, like air, water, nnd sunshine,

Land. made by no man, yet pecded by all men, is in this country, monopolised by
a mere haudful of the population, who can practically work their will on the rest of
the commumity.

Land Monopoly permits, for example, 237 Prers to elaim absolate pussession of
15 milltons of scves of the surface of these islards. {rae-fifth of the entire area) and
to abstract fram the earnings of their fellow-men £13 000000 & year in the stape of
rent.  Meanwhile, they themselves neithier toil wor spin,

Land Monopoly originated in Frand, and continues in Injostice.

Land Monopoly has given power ta the monopaiisers so ta infuence legislation,
that their mwonupoly, lund, whieh should pay the whele Governnent Revenue, con-
tributes but ONF ELGHTY-FIFTH,

Land Monopoly nevessitates the taxation of articles of common consmmption to
the extent of £44 000600 4 vear, which, with all other taxavon wonld cemse, wera
the Land Nuationalized,

Land Monopnly necessitates the iniportation from foreign enunrries of enormous
quantitics of fowi stullz, which could be perfectly weli produced at howe, if our
producers had fair play.

Land Monopely is at the 1ot of depression in trade,

Land Monopoly bas created Punperism.

Land Monopoly is the emnse of the starvation rate of wages paid to so many
handreds of thousands of em workers,

Land Monopoly is the main cause of the frightfnl overerowding in our towns,
with it altendant sileness, dronkenness, immorehty and crime,

Land Nationalisation on the vther Tland, would restore egwalily of opportunity
to ail workers, uwd rig the conntry of idler«. It woulld make business sale in towns,
becanse trude-men newd ne longer fear the ground landlord. The nafura? increase
in the value of town-land woutd go to dimini<h rares and taxes, instead of into the
pockets of those wha had done norhing to make that inerease.

Land Nationalisation wouil make farmirg sufc and profitable, because there
wonid no lunger be de-porie Jandlords tu maintain uet of the farmers’ capital and
indastey.  fr would pive the ngricultural labourer the opportunity of nsing (on the
satme tettna & the Tarmer) as nowh jg&nd as e conld maoage.

Workers ! Join the Tand Nationali-aton Suciety in its ¢ffr o< to abulish those
imiguitenit nws whiell permit Land Monogoly, Ao annusl sub-criphion of pob less

than QNE SHILLING coustitutes membership,

4
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CONSTITUTL(})E AND RULES
LAND NATIONALISATION SOCIETY.

L. —-MEMBERSHIP.—Any person approving the principle of Nutioralising the
Laod by equitable and evnstitutional means, may hecome a member of the Xocicty,
by subseribing wunuvally to its funds, A Donation of five guineas confers Life
Membership.

I —MAXAGEMENT,—The management of the affairs of the Society shall be
vested in a General Couneil, an Execotive Commitéee wud Officers,

IL—Frecriox.—The General Councit and the Oficers (who must also be
Members of the Couneil) shall be elected hy rhe Members at the Anuual (ieneral
Meeting.  The Lxecntive Committee shall consist of the (dficers anid not more than
twelve Members, cleeted by the General Council frow their own body,  Vacaneies,
whether in the Qfficers, Generul Couneil or the Executive Committee. ocomrring
between the Annual Mectings mway be filled up by the Geceral Conncil, who may also
add to their own number,

IV, —ANSCAL GGENERAL MEBEIXG —A General Meeting of the Membera shall
be held annuailty, as soon after the end of April ax practicable, when u report of the
proceedings of the Huci(‘tj', and a Staterient of Accounts for the past vear, shall be
presented by the Kxecutive Commirtee for adoption.  Twentv-one clear days before
the Annnal Meetinyz, the Secretary shall forward to each Member, with notice of the
Meeting, a list of Merbers to be proposed as Offivers and General Couneil. In the
event of a douhttul or dispured election, a ballit shall forthwith be taken, by the
direction of the Chairman, or ar the request of ten Members preseot.

V--8peeial GENERAL MEETING,~—A Special Uieneral Meeting may be called
by the direction of the President, the Genceal Couneil. the Fxecutive Committee, of
at the wrirtten reguest of not less than ren Members, adidressed o the Secretary, who
shall then give tweatr-one elear days’ notice of such Meeting, with particulars of
the business to be browght beforo the Meeting, and ao other business shall be
transacted st such Special General Meeting than that for which it shall have been
convenud.

Vi —MueTiNGS oF ExecrTiv CoMMITTEE.—The Executive Committee shall
meet at such times and places as they inay think expedient, three clear day=" notice
being given of each meeting. At such meetings all the affairs of the Sociers may
be cundicted, exeept those =pecially reserved for, or relerred to the Genvral Couneil,
or General Meeting of Members by either of those bodies, Five Members shatl
form a guornm

VIL.—Meprived oF GEXeRAL (oUxcit.—The General Council may be
couvered af not Jess ihan twelve dear days' notice, by direction of the President or
Fxecntive Conuniltee, or ab the written request of tive of its own Mernbers, or at
such times n= the Conneil itself may fix.  The business of the Meeting to be specitied
fn the notice fhereof,  Seven Members shall form » quornm.

VL= BRASCH ASSOCTATIONS ~-Sacieties muy be admitted s= Branches of
the Land Nationalisation Sociery,  The Fxecutive shall have power to make and
vary, from fime to time, regnlations for the farmation or admisain of sach Braoch
8ocicties.
N. - —Power ofF Digassoc1aTion . —The teneral Couneil, by a vote of not
Jess than two-thirds of the voting Membera present, at a Meeiiryy «pecialiy convened
for the pnrpose, wny dispssociate froa the Society, any DBrmnch or nthtinbed Socdety,
or any Memnber, official or vot officiu], whose councerion therewith they may deem
sufticlently pt'-.-juqli:_z?nl ro it nterests,

N =ALTHERATION oF CoNs1rr 1oy orR BULER-—No altevalion, or alierations
of the Bocleny™s Coustitution o Rides shall take place, nnless by vote of rwo-thirds
of the Mambters present at a (Genernl Meeting eonvened for the purpose: twenry-coe
clear days’ nutice beibg gven.




HINTS FOR HELPERS.

e T S W

L—-let eneryone whe stmpathises w1 the objects of the Sogiety lecome a
member (minimum subseription is anly ore shilling).

Il ~Edocate your acquaintances and induge them t jnin.

HIL—TIntroduce the subjoct to Debating Societies, and into  the lozal
nCwspapers,

IV.—Always carry 2 few seitable leafluts for distritation, and for enclosure
in letters 1o friends,

V.—Try to get a sufficient number of members to form a Branch for united
action.

VI—The Secretary will be zlad of information of interest, such as nevspaper
correspondence, and the names and addresses of reformers who are Hkely w0
benefit by a study of the Socicty™s Literature.

VII.—Endeavour to organize at least one Tublic Meeting or Duebate Viring
the winter. The Execttive will glidly semI a lucturar wherd Ioscal frien - find a

roury, acd in some cases is prepared te defray part of the ecct of the fateer,
VIII—The Secrciarv il be happy to receive a rall from any visior o or
resident in London, who is interested in this questiosn.

NOTICE TO MEMBERS,
Change of residence shonid be netifil (o the Secretary.
The literature published by the parcot Society will be supplied to Branches
and memboers at cost price.

Copiss of the Society's Tiules to be had on application.

REGULATION FOR BRANCHES.

I.—Dranches of the Land N.uaticnalisation Sociely are reauired to accept the:
genesad principles of the parent Seclety.

I Lk Pzanch s expecied to contribute, annually, one-fourth of its sub-
seriptiens to the parent Soccty.

11, —Each Lranch shali (arnish 1o the parent Sactety a yearly report of its
procecilings and a statemen: ol i3 position.
L\ —Faeh Branch. for cvery one hundred of its riembers, or portion thereof
4 resmasentazive, who shall be entitled tw a sem and vew on the

r‘1.‘\y LR o i

Councid ot the parent Seciely.



LAND NATIONALISATION SOCIETY,

11, Southampton Street, Strand, Londoo.

PUBLICATIONS.

Land Nationalisation : its Necessity and its Aims, by Dr, A. R. Wallace.
cover 11d.; Limp cloth 1s, 04, pust free.

Paper

Tand for the People : how to obrain it, how to manage it, by C, Wicksteed. Faper

cover 9d.

A Colonist’s Plea for Land Nationalisation, (No. XXIIL) by A, J. 0., of Tasmania.

T'aper cover 3d.

Cloth Round Volumes of the Society’s Pamphlets and Reports, each 28,

I—The Land Difflcuity—How shall we deal with it ? . . .
JI-The Land for the People . .e ..
1iiI—How Land Nationalisation will benefig Houscholdcrs, Labourers, md
Mechanics ¢tA. K. Wallace). . . . .
¥I—Fhe Why and How of Land Nationalisation (A R “allace) . .

Vi11—The Land as National Property | Professor F. W. Newwan) ..
VIl —How to Experiment in Lan1 Naticaalisation {A. B, Wallace)..
IX- The Great Land Suit (H. Hutchinson).. . -
K—Rnnmng Notes on the Pamphiet by Mo Samuel "mnh. M.P, er.m.led
* National Progress wad Poverty " ( Biofesso: F, W, Newman)

XI1—The Agricultural Question (Jas. E. Thorold Rogers} .. e
X1E—The Gospel of Land Nationisation f Rev, W, R, Fletcher, M.A)
X117 —Si1x I'oints of the Yeople's Laug Charter .. e . .
X1V —** Resslution " (to be proposed in New House of Ccnnmns) aﬂimnng
the fundamental priceiyle of Permanent Stale Sovereignty over Lund,

-

Authorities guoted o .- - .
EV—Erate Tenants versid Frecaulders (AR, Walllc-) .. . .
XV1—Note ob omdensation to Landlords (A, R, Wallace) .. . .-
XV —Land Nationalization rerews Land Monopoly . . .
XVIl--Tand Lessons Irom America (A, R Wallage) P e e
XTX —Land Nationalisation ¢ Miss Helea Tayior) .. . . .
XX—The Landlor! Tribute of England (F. L. Scper) .

EXI—* Resoluzion™ ia favour of Lund \auonahaauon (for use at Pnbhc
Mevetings ).
AXI[—Puaupers, and the Caltl\ahon uf the '-ml \‘i’m G[baon \'i"ard
XXNIV—Trades Unioni-12 ami Laovk Nationalisation.. .- . s
XAXV—Village Poiitics and Cottage Farms (C, Wickateed) .,
XN¥1—Tax and Take—DBoth, by A.J.0.
XXVIT—Qur Proposals .. .
EXVIL “Two lmjwliments to Land Relorm oy A. J 0.
XXX —Land Natoeualisation in Scotlaud, by W. Jnme-_r_m

XXX Hope for the Toiders - . .- .
Protest to our Fellow Citizens (I'rofessor F. w. l\ewm:n) - . .
Prozrimmes of tke Society e .

Landlords” Rights and Englishmen's Wrorg\ (A M 'Dormell} . ..

“0ur Lanl” (F. I.. Saper) . - .. ..

Land'ovdim -What it is, what it does and whm shouid be done with 1t
(F. 1. So'\eu .

“ Ong root of evils.” a uact for to-dav (Tmmx) .
The Y=ar of Jubilee by the Rev. Philip H. \\u.z(ste"d M. A,) . .
Tue Right of the #tate to coptrel all Macopoiics < Necessary Articles

per 100

pey 100

»
per 1000
per 100

"
per 100
per 100
»”
per 1000
per 100

per 160

g

LI -

LI

W MG W e o RS

s X

I‘BLDLRH‘k SHAW & Lo ]‘r:nl:ra, Deckhead, London, S.E.

OC‘P'

ocOoOC e oo e

SToecTee

CepoCooces OO

ac® e



REPORT

OF THE

LAND NATIONALISATION
SOCIETY,

18382-20.

OBJECTS OF THE BOCIETY.
To obtain for the INDIVIDUAL his right to use LAND.

To obtain for the NATION its right to the LAND Revennes.

PRINTED FOR THE LAND NATIONALISATION MOCIZTY, AND FUBLISHED 07V THEM AT
‘THE OFFIGE, I4, SQUTHAMPTON STREET, STRAND, W.C.






REPORT

OF THE

LAND NATIONALISATION
SOGIETY,

18892-20.

OBJECTS OF THE SOCIETY.
To obtain for the INDIVIDUAL his right to use LAND.,

To obtajn for the NATION its right to the LAND Revenues.

FRINTED FOR THE LAND NATIONALISATION SOCIETY, AND PUBLISHRD EY THEM: AT
THE CFFICE, I4, SOUTHAMPTON STREET, STRAND, W.C.



Presivent—
ALFRED RUSSEL WALLACE, LL.D, FR.G.S, D.CL.

Wice-Presidents—

GRANT ALLEN,

DESMOND G. FITZGERALD,

E. D. GIRDLESTONE, M.A. Oxon.,
MICHAEL FLURSCHEIM,
HENRY HUTCHINSON,

A. ]. OGILVY,
A, C. SWINTON,

I Proressor F. W. NEWMAN,

| Miss HELEN TAYLOR,

WILLIAM VOLCKMAN,

Treasurer—
FRANCIS L. SOPER, F.L.S.

Hon, Tecretary—
H. G, MOBERLY.

Yrecretary—
JOSEPH HYDER.

Banhers—
LONDON AND COUNTY BANK, LIMITED, COVENT GARDEN.
@ ouncil—
Rev. ]. D. ALFORD. Rev. E. Pan Jones, Ph.D, {Mostyn).

*CLEMENT M. BaLwacug, LL.B,

F. GILMORE BARNETT,

H. Hoop Barrs, LL.B.

¥. R. Beti, M.P.5,

Rev, ]. W. Brack, MA.

‘W, Brockir (Sunderland),

D. Bropoig, M.D.

Mrs. Bryvant, D.Se.

T. J. CoBDEN-SANDERSON,

*H, G. CooPER,

H. J. Cox.

E. T. Craig (of Ralahine),

Davin CRICHTON.

!DH}-‘ Crowy {Sunderland).

G. F. Currrixn,

T. W. Ruys Davios, LL.D,

Hexry DEacox

REev. T. G. IvkE.

P, R.BDomoxnv {Prest. Soutbampion
S.B.

OsWALD )EARP, M.A.

*T. H. ELLIOTT.

Rev, J. ErLis, B.AA,

*5, W, FLEAR,

Gro. Gerrie (Aberdeen).

J. T. STuarT GLENMIE.

A, Harstean (Harrogate}.

E. B. HameL.

James HoLe (Hon. Sec. Commons Pre-

servation Society.)

Jurius Homax,

Geo. Jacos HoLvoare.

Couxciror THos, Jones (Newport,
hon.).

SPENCER JACKSON.

*Wu. JAMESON.

GEo, J. KxiaHT.
B. Ldcrarr, M.L.S.B,
*I. R, Mclowraore, MA, LL.B.
Mrs. A. BLusnes ManrTIvo.
S, NELsoy (SwaffTham Branch).
R, OwEN,
. A. PARKER,
A. W, Payne (Hackney Branch).
Rev. W, H. RarcrLiry, M.A.
*A. ]J. RevnoLops.
*W. REvvoLDSs,
*W. RICHARDS.
Epcar Resixsox {Isle of Man).
. Mc G. Ross, }.P. (Alness).
}. Sowrey (Gloucester).,
S. SHarroE (Ex-President Trade
Union Congress}.
Rev. T. TravErs SugrLock, B.A,,C.C.
T, W, TaunToN.
Rev. Arxor.o TavLor, MA.
Mrs. W, TegB.
T. R, TrwgrnsaLy, C.C, (Ex-Presideat
. Trade Union Congress),
Rev. Wirniam Tuckwrrr, M.A.
(Stockton}.
. Turre, M.D.
ientam Uxwin, M A, Oxon.
T. F. WaLxer (Rirmingham?.
*CHARLES WICKSTEED (Kettering).
Rev. Pamir H, WicksTEED, MLA.
GEo, O. WHITE, (Sunderland).
Rev. (. FLEmmvg WiLLiams (Alder-
man L.C.(.)
S. D. WiLLiams (Sutton).
Lr-CouL A, T. WinTLE, late R.A,
*]. WOOUMANSEE.

Those marked with an * and the Officers constitute the Executive Committee.



NINTH ANNUAL MEETING

OF THE

LAND NATIONALISATION SOCIETY,

Held at the NaTionar. Liserar CLun, Juxe 19th, 18qc.

A. R. WALLACE, LL.D., D.C.L. (Oxox), 18 THE Chaik.

REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTER
For the Year ending Muy 3157, 18g0,

BN ma } URING the financial year that has just terminatcd, the
x " main principlc of Land Nationalisation has made such

EW headway as cannot but be cheering to all its advocates,

The bociety has greatly strengthened its position, and
i widened its influence, and it s with much pleasure
F-/% that the Execative reports on the past year’s work, which

. f? has been more extensive, and 1t is believed, more eflective
%o  than that of any previous vear.

The Committee desires to express its appreciation of iie
valuable services rendered to the Society and to the cause by the
Secretary, Mr. Joseph Hyder.

o '__2_\‘6:9

INcoME aND EXPENDITURE,

including the Small Holdings’ Fund, there was 2 balance in
hand on ‘;&ay 31st, 158g, of £309 2s. 5d.; since then the total
Receipts of the Society have been £337 11s. ad., and the Expendi-
ture £ 530 75. 9d., leaving a balance in hand on May 3151, 1890, of
£166 6s. 5d.
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NEw MEMBERS.

There lias been a very considerable accession of new members,
The present year commences with a membership showing an
increase of 4o per cent. upon last year's register, and, including
the Branches, of more than 200 per cent. upon that of the year
before. It 1s hoped that our members wiil continue to display
their interest in the movement by enlisting fresh supporters. The
minimum subscription, being only One Shiiling per annum, should
be an inducement to very many more Land Nationalisers to
enhance their own and the Society’s usefulness by becoming
members, Apart from the pecuntary help thus rendered, there
would be the moral force of a strong union, which is greatly
needed in face of the powerful combination of prejudice, seli-
interest, ignorance, and indifference which we have to combat.

Suasrr Howbings Fuxp.

It will be remembered that the Society benefited in July, 1888,
by the munificent donation of {500 from an anonymous friend.
This amount, which was made a special fund for the advocacy of
Small Holdings, has now been exhausted. The expenses of over
200 public meetings have been charged upon this fund in addition
to the printing of nearly 250,000 suitable tracts, and a proportion
of office and secretarial expenses, These facts show that the
money has been expended with the greatest possible econmomy;
and, in again acknowledgiug its deep cbhigation to the donor, the
Committee earnestly hopes that the noble example of ¢ North
Briton " may be followed by some other {friend of this righteous
cause

A Laxp NaTionavrisation Vax,

Particulatly is this needed now that a new plan of campaign is
being contcriplated.  Much good can be accomplished in the
country Jistricts if the Society be enabled to undertake it with the
necessary vigor. To this end it is considered that the most
effective way will be by means of a conveyance with an organiser
in permancpt attendance.  Frequent meetings can be held,
literature can be widely distiibuted, branches can be established,
and honorary local correspondents and rural distributors appointed.
In many ways our educational object may be effectively supple-
mented and materially assisted by organisation, with a view to
electoral action when the time comes. From the experiment
which has been already made in this direction we are very
sanguine of good and lasting results,



5

SPECIAL AVPEAL,

Therefore we would particularly conupend this new project as
being well worthy of the special favor of refor:ners who recognise
tae rremendous importance of making thie m. -t of the tiwe: Lefore
the noxt general election.

LECTURES,

The year’s record of Lectures surpasses that of any previous
year. Altogetber 152 public meetings have heen Leld in Engiand,
Scotland and Wales, by the Parent Socicty alonc, besides a large
number under the auspices of the Branches, )
~ The arca covered by the lectures has been very estensive.
including nearly every county in England and Wales, in adtrion
to those given in Scotland.  Very great interest s been shown
in these meetings, and they have in most instances een entretedly
well attended. It is cncouraging to know alse that they hove b »
carefully reported by the local press, and that thus var Jucinnes
have obtained a still wider hearing.

The foliowing have been the lecturers, and the numbe o
lectures given Ly each:—

-y

Miss Helen Taylor e 19 Mr. T. H. Eliiett .2
Rev. Joseph Ellis, B.A.... 11 Mr. Willfarn Jameson 2
Rev. r. E. Pan Jones ... 11 | Mr, Adwn Brasny . 2
Mr. C. M. Bailhache, LL.B. 5 Mr F. L. Seper. #.LSL. 1

Mr. L. . Burke ... e § Mz. Joseph Hyder e 90
Mr. Charles Wicksteed ... 4 |

Besides the above, we may acknowledge the great service
rendered to the cause by one of our memhers, the RKev, Witham
Freeman, of Norwich, who at over 100 iactures in all parts of
the ¢country has invariably advocated Land Nationalisation oa the
tines of the Scciety. . )

The custom is to invite questions afier the lectures, and this we
think is a salutary one as teading to more fully elucidate ponts
that might otherwise remain obscure. o

In every case in which the resolution has heen put it 2as dven
carrivd, and in every case except two by a unanimous vote. AT
cach meeting the resolution has been forwarded to Mr. Cladstone,
and to the local Member of Parliament,

The Committee gladly take advantage ¢f this
to convey its best thanks to Miss ilelen Tavler,
ather friends who lLave veluntarily furthere’ the movement by
their able platform advocacy.  Nor can the Cowimnites DAass
sumoticed  the valuable nelp rendered Hy various Litraal and
Radical Asenciatons and Clubs, and also by individu:ls in the
impurtant work of organising these meetings.

(,J\p(‘)r:{lnit_\;’
a1 those
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DepATES.

As occasions offered, members have attended and taken part in
debates upen the land question. Numerous applications have
been received for literature for the use of those who were about to
lead discussions on Land Nationalisation.

The attention of secretaries and members of local parliamnents
and general debating sociéties {s respectfully invited to the fact
that such applications will always meet with a liberal and prompt
response,

BrancHES,

Much good has been done by the Branches, and particularly by
those of Hackney and Swaffham, which have been very fortunate
in having as guiding spirits, nmen who are most thoroughly in
earnest vpon this question, and as able as they are zealous.

‘The Mackney Branch (Mr. F. W, Flear, Hon. Sec.) now has
a membership of 114, and seven good meetings have been held
under its auspices during the year, It is worthy of note, that the
President of this Branch is an Alderman of the London County
Council (Rev. C. Fleming Williams), and that three other
members of that Council are Vice-presidents,

The Swaftham Branch has a smaller membership, but makes up
in its activity, and by its regular monthly winter meetings, which
were well reported in the Jocal press, has kept our principles
proniinently before the people of East Anglia. Mr. . R. Bell
(President), and Messrs. Reuben Petch (Hon Sec.) and Nelson,
have rendered great assistance in the missioning of adjoining
villages.

The desire of the Committee is to establish a system of
branches throughout the country, and gratifying progress has
been made in the preliminary steps during the present snmmer,
and in the selection of rural distributors and correspondents.

LITERATURE,

Besides the necessary reprints of previous literature, an im-
portant addition has lLeen made to the list of the Society's
publications in the shape of Pamphiet No. 31. It is a reprint (by
perinissiont of an article written by Mr. Ogilvy for the
Co-operative Wholesale Society’s Annual for 18go, aud is entitled,
“Fand Natlonalisation: Why we want it; what we mean by it}
and how we mean to get it.” A valuable tract by Mr. Ogilvy
on the *Ethics of Compensation,’ is also in course of publication

Dr. Pan Jones has translated several more leaflets into Welsh,
The Committee have under consideration the re-publication of
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Dr. Wallace’s book, “Land Nationalisation: Its necessities and
it aims,” as the President has been good enough to present the
Society with the copyright of it,

#Lanp AND LABOR.”

At the Counci! Meeting held on July 3rd, 1889, among other
suggestions which were offered for the extension of the Society's
influence, was one urging the importance of establishing a
monthly newspaper. Steps were taken to test the opinion of the
members upon the question, and to see whether the suggestion
could be adopted without unduly taxing the Society’s resources,
The Committee having received satisfactory promises of support,
decided to inake the experiment, and were influenced in their
decision by the generous guarantees of Mr. Spencer Jackson,
Professor Newman and Mr. Ogilvy.

The title chosen for the new venture was Land and Labor, and
the first number appeared on November 1st, 183g. The Com-
mittee desire to express their sincere thanks to Mr. Ogilvy for
having undertaken the duties of honorary editor.

Since its establishment, it has been found that Land and Labor
has clearly proved its usefulness in a number of ways, and in none
more than 1o forming a iink with our members and in strengthen-
ing their interest in the cause.

»

Revision oF ProOGRAMME,

-

For some time a Sub-Committee has been engaged upon the
revision of the programme, and both thke Executive Committee
and the General Council have agreed to the programme as now
presented to the Annual General Meeting. It is believed that our
position is more distinctly defined by the revised version,

Porrticar. AcTtion,

Advantage has been taken of every opportunity that has
presented itsc.f of influencing public and parliamentary opinion
upon questions connected with Land Nationalisation. Tae Western
Auwstralia (Constitulion) Bill secks to alienate a vast territory in
favour of a comparative handful of 43,000 colonists, who happen to
inhabit Western Australia at the present time, and is utterly
negiectful of the rights of all others,

The following is the text of the petition of protest which wasg
prepared by the Committee, and which was signed by, among
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others, many of the best known land reformers in the House
of Commons.

1, That numbers of eminent men and political economists now admit
that the ~* Unearned Increment” accrving to the laad by the growth or
direct action of the tommunity shuuld be secured for the community.

2. That the <implest way ta securc this is for the Government of the
Colony to pussess the fee-simple of the land, letting it out on lease only.

That for wanat of some such system grave evils have resuited in
all the Australian Colonies, such as

{fa) All the wvast yearly increase of value of the land has been
needlessly sacrificed,

(b} \Whenever the State requires land for Railways or other
Pubiic purposes, it has to huy back this land at encrmousty
increased price, insomwsh that many desirable publi- works
bave to be left undone in consequence of this yreatly
enhanced cost.

(¢) 1t is found that when the land is unconditionally alienated,
the pregress of industry js greatly imperted. Speculators
buyv up and withhold the building sites around the growing
cities, and check the development of minerals by excessive
demands far royzlties; and, what is fouud to be worst of all,
capitalists buy up vast areas before the land has acquired
value, devoting it to the most primitive pastoral purposes,
and withholding the land frem cauitivation: for « small
preduce which the landowner can keep all to bimself is of
more consequence to him than a much larger produce which
he must share with ¢ther pecple.

4. In giving a Constitution 1o the only remaining portion of Australia
which as vet has nope,a great oppertunity exists for trying the experiment
of granting the lands of the New Colony to its Government in trust for
its inbalitants (present and future), such lands to be inalienable.

THE Irisu Lanp Purcuase BiLL,

In reference to this dangerous attempt to buttress landlordism,
the foliowing resciution was passed unanimously by the Committee
and circulated througl the Press:—

“That the Exccutive Committee of the Land Nationalisation Society unani-
mous!y protests urainst the Itish Land Purchase Bill, on the ground that it
me; -1y substitares ~re set of Jandlords for another, emtirely averlooking the
rights of the peaple _enrerally to the land, and therefore leaving untcuched the
evils inlerent in lan.": ordism, from which Ireland is now suffering.”

Members of l'arliament received a marked copy of the specially
wrnitten articles which appeared in the May 1ssue of Land and
Labor, and aieps were also taken to urge upon Members to vote
for My, Edmund Robertson's most valuable instruction, which
wounld vest the ownership of the lands purchased in some public
authority, providing for the application of the net rents and
profits thereol to public purposes, local or national, in Ireland.
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NaTioNaL Liseral FEDERATION,

Action was taken to bring Land Nationalisation under the
notice of the Manchester Conference, and aithough it was not
formally discussed, it is noteworthy that all references to it were
favourably received. At that Conlerence, Mr. Gladstone, in speak-
ing of thetaxation of land values, said that that 15 ““the first name
which must be filled into the present outline map of Local
Government.” Again, in referring to the Ailotment Act of 1887, he
spoke of its well-known inefficiency, but commended "the good
principle which 1t embodies.

Tue Princirre oF CoMpuLsory EXPROFRIATION.

This good principle Mr. Gladstone expressed as follows :—*That
where, 1nthe judgment of a competent public authority, land 1s
necessary, then it shall be taken whether the owner desiresitor not.
He suould receive fair compensation, but he would not be eatitied to
object,”  This principle is of the very essence of Land Nationali-
sation, and it is most gratifying to know thar it is accepted by
the Liberal Party through its most distinguished representative.
All that we need now is its proper application.

LiseraL CONFERENCE AT NORWICH,

Before the ex-Premier visited Norwich, we held a most
successful series of village meetings in Norfolk, and forwarded to
him a copy of the resolution which was unanimously passed at
each of these crowded and representative gatherings. It is
satisfactory to observe that this information was duly noted by the
Liberal - Chief, and that his Lowestoft speech, while making clear
the fact that he docs not yet understand what Land Nationalisers
propose, yet showed how this question is being forced upon the
constderation of Party lealers. '

Laxp ConrereExces IN SouTH Lonpoxw,

On the invitation of the South London Liberal, Radical &
Democratic Federation, the Executive appointed delegates ta
attend a series of conferences, at which this Society, the English
Land Restoration ILeague, The Fabian Society, The Social
Democratic Federation, The Socialists’ League, The Free Land
League, and The Liberty and Property Defence League, were
invited €3 express their views on % Land Nationalisation from the
peint of view of the working man,” the object in view being
eventually te formulate a scheme of Land Nationalisation to
which all could give their adhesion. 1t was thought that these
meetings were of sufficient importance to justify the issue of
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special Conference Supplements of the Society's paper, Land and
Labor, and the Executive have to express their gratitude to Miss
Taylor for the special donation which she gave to meet this
extra expense. At thelast of these Conferences, the South London
Federation presented a scheme, which, however, the majonity of
the delegates presert could not accept without moditication, and
it has consequentiy been referred back for that purpose.

Punric IMPROVEMENTS—THE BETTERMENT PRINCIPLE,

The shameful way in which landlord legislation of the past has.
exempted landlords from taxation has come to receive almost
general condennation, and the London County Council has done
much 10 awaken the public conscience in this matter by its action
in the matter of the proposed Strand Improvements. In the Bill
whicl will empower the effecting of these improvements are clauses
which, if passed, will aisc enable the County Council to meet their
cost by levying upon the increment that will accrue to the value of
the adjacent land as thewr direct result. The justice of such a
proposal is becoming more and more recognised, and a Special
Courmittee of the House of Conunons has been appointed to
cotieet evidence vpon this point. It will be seen that the only
logical deduction from the ‘‘beiterment” principle when once
adiitted is the complete Nationalisation of the land, so that the
power to appropriate unearned increment under any circumstaace
shalil be entirely destroyed.

Trape UnieN Coxgress AT Duxnpnieg, SEPTEMBER, 1889,

The Exccutive nntes with great pleasure that this important
body again declared emphatically against any land reform other
than Land Nationalisation.

L:sor Erectorat. CONGRESS.

The Secretary represented the Soclety at the Annual Congress
of the Labor Electoral Association, wlnch was held on April 7th
and hth, at Hanley. Qur standard resolution was unanimously
passed.

Eraiy anp Nary ELEcTION.

The result of this election unmistakably marked a step for-
ward, since M. Seymour Keay fought his contest chiefly on thic
question, and against the active hostility of men of his own party
for whom Land Nationalisation was too advanced.
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LAxD NaTionarisaTioN as PracTicat Pourmics.
Mr. R, T. Reid’s Resotution, May 6th, 18g0.

The Executive cannot but fee! that onme of the most cheering
events of the year was the debate and division upon the resolution
of Mr. R, T. Reid, Q.C,, on May 6th, 18g0.

The text of Mr. Reid’s motion was as follows:—

“That in the opinion of this House, 3 measure is earnestly needed enabling
Town Councils and County Councils in England and Scotland to acquire by
agresment or compulsorily, on fair terms and by simple, inexpensive machinery*
such land within or adjoining their several districts as ay in their judgment be
necded for the requirements of the inhabitants,” :

Scotland was excluded from the terms of the resolution by the
raising of a point of order, and the words “and Scotland™ were:
therefore omitted. : -

Mr. Reid made an admirable and convincing speech which was-
a weighty indictment of the whole system of private propertyin
iand. Mr. A. H. Dyke Acland seconded the resolution, and a long
and spirited debate ensued, in which, among others, Mr. John
Morley strongly supported the resolution as * pointing to a solution-
of the land problem which was reasonable, mwoderate, and.
involved no breach of equity.”

The result of the division was

Against the resolution 175
For » » wee e ) 159
Majority against e aee 16

The Executive trusts that this remarkable evidence that the
flowing tide is with us will induce many friends who have hitherto-
held aloof, because doubtful of the practicability of landlord
expropriation, to give in their adhesion as supporters of the Society
1n its efforts to promote the restoration of all the land and all the
land revenues to the people. '

Diocexes Funb,

During the year, the fighting power of Land Nationalisation
has been materially reinforced by the munificence of an anonymous
friend of the movement, who has, at a cost of £3000, purchased
an annuity of £340 for 10 years, to be devoted to the caunse. It
is vested, under the name of the ¥ Diogenes Fund,” in the hands of
three trustees. QOut of the first instalment, the trustees forwarrded
£r5o to the Land Nationalisation Society, which the Comuattee
rratefully acknowledges; £50 to the English Land Kestoration
T.eague; £20 to the Scottish Land Restoration League; and f20
to0 the * United Committee for the Taxation of Rents and Ground
Values,"
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SUBSCRIPTIONS AND DONATIONS

SIS
£ s d |

Adams. ] ... e © 1 0| PRrought forward w2
Addison, W, ... we © 1 O Cain, Rev. T. v.r .
Aldridee, 1. K. v . 0o 2 6 i Cameron.T...
Allen, Girant .. . o 5 o | Cantiow. ]. .
Amos, ey, D. o1 © I Carter, R, .. e

! (halcraR, G....

|

Anthonv. Rev. Professor

F E., M.A,
Angus, G, ..
Austin, W. T...

Chunerton, E,
Clark, H. .., ror
Clayson, H, R, .

Austing, G. P. H Conoley, C.1... e
Back, T. vea ves - 1 Cooke, W.H. s
Bacen, F. J. . . e C‘oopf_r H.G.

Bailey, W, .. [
Bailhache, (. M,, LL.B e
Bale, H. |. ... ven

Cornell, W, R,
Cottos. Mrs, ...
Coverney, Mi;rf K ..

-

MO MM OHNROHm R HMKE =00
00000 CORRO0H0REQROQOBR 00200

Barueit, F. G, Cox, C. .
Barrs, H. Hood, LLB. e “CLGT -
Barrett, Professor .. L Craip, KT, ... -
Bateson. Mrs. A, .. . Crichiton, I, s

Bell, Alf. 5. 5. - | Cunnmgham,f e

Bell, LR, .. e Danieil, Mrs. M, M...
Becnew, I7. ], TGS . Dravies. 4. H.
Berkeley, R. ... . Davies, . .. P
Birchall, Kev. O,, ‘\I ~l . 1 Davies [} E. .
Birtwistle. K. D . ave,, W, H...
Bishop, A, Davis‘, E. ..
Bishep Koo LN es . 2
Blacks uH . B lizabeth Dagley, W. T, ae

Dawkins, Colonel W’

Black, Rev. ], W, M.A. .'.:

Blew, W,

Bliss, A J. -
lilnom!u’d A (‘
Branch ot Hackney ...
Branch at Swaftham
Prandreth, H. 5
Bo'ton, W, .., e
Bouih, ]. .
Boyle, A

Eoser, Foo
Bruler. &

Brent, |

Broad. J.

Broughion, \\
Browrn, . Al

Brown, \lL\‘nder
Brownlee, ] M. -
Bryan. Evan,
Bryant, Dr. ‘-:ophle
Bmh.md e
Burke, [. f
Burridge,
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DGO (MDY
Day, W. ..
Deacon, H.

Deviin, 1*: . ..
- Diogenes Tund Yo
Dedd. T. R. .

Dogherty, ]
Nomuney, B R, L.,

Tronkin. ]

Downar, G. F (per)
Downer. T L. eee
Doyle P

Dunbobhin, S
Dyke, Re\ T. G, ..
el

Earp, quld MAL.
Eduwards, G. ...
Edwards, E. M. e
Elliott. T H..
Eltiow, J. AL ... ve
Ellis, Rev, §,, B.A.
Ellis, E, - .. e
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SUBSCRIPTIONS AND DONATIONS.—Confinned.

£ s d. - F s d

Brought forward .. 115 14 Bronght farward L 162 15
Ellis, Edward ver U Johnston. T., C.C. .., . 10
Fruood, 3. A, e, Jones, Kew, E. Pan ... . 10
Evans, ] DI, . Jones, T, C.C,
Featherstone. Mns E e Kayv. W, R
Fitzgerald, D. G, Kitchener, H \V
Flear. . W, e ven Knawlton ..

Fletcher. R. ..
Flarscheim, Michael
Forteath. L. e
Frank, W. H
Freeman. Rev, W,

Leah. Mrs, E.
Lewis, A, eee
Tewis, H. A .

Lib. Assoc., l’rudhoe

s O\for(hhlrc

-

[

» 1

Freeman, F, ... e " " Wst Standey ..
Freeman, L., . - . “ " Blaydon 1
Frost, R. ], o Livesey. J T. es

-Gerrie, G, ... - Locke, W. ..

Gibbon, R. W, e Iockwnod H.

Gilshanan. .. Lovite, . ee

Girdlestone, E. D, MA 1 Macindee, J.. .

Glendmning, A, ... Mackenzie, \I

Gonch. F, ... . Macrae, Rey. Dawd
Golds, A. Marriott, A .
“Gouid. C. W.. i Marshall, C, 'H. -
Green, R, . Marting, Mrs. A. B,..

Massey, C C.

! Matibews. j.... ..,
McArthur, .,

MeCourt. ). ..

Mellraith, J, R A A LLB

Gresnwood, ] A
Griftith, k. .
Grigshy, E, ... en
Gunton. Rev. C. F, ...
“H. Darbyshire” .-

wn
S Qe M B LI RU m o e ST R m O O el -

'
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Hamel. E. B... . v MeXNiven, L, . - -

Harbert, F. . . 5 " MeQuire. 1, W,

Harris, G. E..., e I ! Meeling at Capel lwan

Hainsworth, J. . 1 | M w Colchesser

“HGR" .. - [ 1+] : . Southanpion ., =0 3
Hau:ke_cj. e 2 | Acomb &\W hlﬂey

Higps. G . - 1 1 V[el]adew T, -

Hines, W, ... .. 3 Merrifield. J

Hohi E. ... .. . 5 E SMLR R L 1
Hoiding, H. B. es . 5 E Mididlemiss, G,

Hole. ]. e . - 1o l Miers, Mrs. ., o
Holling. W. ... . 1 ;o Miller, R L. o
Hotyoake, G, . P . I ! “llht - . z 6
Hocd, Rev. AL ver s 1 i Milbourne, Capt. T.. 5 o
Hrouse, W, ... i 1 ¢ Moberly, H. G, 1 a0 o
Howells, W. T. ... .. r | Mondy b ... ... o1 o
Hull. Miss H. - 2 i Mortlock, G. B, ... 0 2 o
Hull. J. e ea o 1o Morris, L. ... o I o
Hyder, J. ... . e 02 Mousley, G. ... o 2 O
Innes, H. L. ... e .. 0 5 | Muir, af. M, Pattison M\A. 0 15 o
ackson, Spencer ... RO L ] | Newiran, Professor F. W, ... 12 o o
ameson, W. .. . © 7 Nightingale, W: H, ... 0o 5 o
ameson, Mrs. W, .. e O 2 Norris, G, ... o 3 a
ex, F., ‘ee - e O3 G 'Donovan, J. o 5 o

Carried foeward  ..192 15 Carried forward 2 1 6
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SUBSCRIPTIONS AND DONATIONS.—Confinwed,
£ s d

f
N

DOCCOOCOWMONDOCROOOHORODOWMOOHOOCOOCOCUOURHIWMNODOOQOODOOOQRUEODODO

Brought forward ...230 | Brought forward
Ogilvy, A, . ... .. 50 ! Simpson, F. .., ...
OlLleary, . . e e | Smith, H. P.. e
O'Toale, I e s i Seith, |.
P, g AS I' Smith, Rev. A . -
Parker, G. ... .- i Seper, F. L., F.L.S... ..

Pagr, ]. . an i Soui, E AL L. e
Fawley, G. F. | So“r\ J PR o
Payne, AL W, - i Spence e
Pearce, 13, .. s . bgfnrrelj'\{ P cC’ .
Yemberton, S. B. . . Stanlev, 5. .. " o
Petch, R, . . . Stewﬂ.rl, A . s
thlllps, g HR.FC S. | Stevenson, J. W. .. e
Pontis, Mrs. ' Stirtom, J. S. en
Pel!itt, J E . e ! S‘ummer{m)es Dr. \V ‘.
Porthury, W, .. Steapps, M. G, e
Porteous, G. ... Swinburne. T. s e

! Swinton, A, C,

Taylor, Rev. A,, MA -
i Tebb, W, - "
| Thacker. H. ... e

Postlethwaite, W, T
Powell, A, ... es
Pugh, A
Pyott, . ...,

SH PR EHDREULSN AU B R AN “SINW D S H LR H O

6
o
o a
o 5
a o
o o
o o
o o
o a
o o
o a
o o
o o
0 [}
o 6
o o
o 5]
0 o
o ]
o 6
= o
Quick, E, e o “T.C 8" e - .
Radical Club "Windsor o [ Thomas, J. ... - -
" ,, Cambridge... o ¢ | Thomas, D. ... h.
 Boro’ ofHackne) o 6 1+ Thomas, Rev. J. G,... -
Ratcliffe, Rev, W. H,, M.A.” o 10 o | Thompson, S.
Rarcliffe, F, E, e [5) o “T.C.8" .. . s
Read, C. e . o o Tuafnail, F. ... e e
Reed, T. - o 6 Trounsen.[ W. v
Rees, E. o o Unwin, Wm, \‘IA ver
Reeve, D° -\rcy W 30 o Waite. A, .. e e
Reform Clnb, Chatham oo 6 Walkden, C. ... .-
Revnolus, ... .. e I 0 0 | Walker, T.F.
Reyuolds, W, e e 1 0 0 | Walker, C. e e e
Reynelds, AL J. . o Io o ) Warder, W, ... e e
Reynolds, A, I .. 010 o U Warren, H. .., .- Vee
Reynolds, C.... 010 o Waters, M. ... .
Roberts, T. ... .- o 1 o | Whaterfall, Wilson, ]P -
Robinsen, I. ], e o 5 o ' Watson, <o
Rott, §. E, o1 0 Waison, H. ...
Rose, T, .- o-2 6 Whittingham, T, H . e
Rass, I] MceG. ]P . 1 oo Wicksteed, C.
Russell, F. .., . o I o kaste{‘d Rev. P, H M, A.
Russell, W, R o 1L o ‘.hgl..,G 0.... .
Samuel. D. E. ‘e o : o ; Wilkinson, H, o
Samuells, J. G. . o z 6 ° Wilkins |, ... e
Salt, |. o 5 o | Williams, 8. D. es
cott, Rev. T. W, o 5 o | Willilams, Howard ...
born, A. .., o 1 o : Wilson, T. ...
Service, F, W. e a 2z 6 Winfrevy, L, C.C. . ..
Shepard. V. o 2z o Woodmansee, J. ... .
Sherlock, Rev. T. T BA.. oz 6 Waad, A, ... e
Shinrer, W, |. . we O 5 0 Wood, E. ...
Simpson, R.J. wen o 1 o “W.DA) .. ee .
————— i Young,C. ... ae
Carried forward ...321 6 o | ToTaAL e
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SUBSCRIFTIONS RECEIVED SINCE MAY 3ist,

Robinson, E.

Monteith, _]. A,
Bines, |.

Owen, R, ..
Brockie, W,
Woad, B. [.

Cobden. Sanderson T, ]

Kitson. W.
Maxwell. W,
Wight, G. 0.
Perkins, C. .
Uttley, S
Taylor, L.
Wilson, T, ...
Richards, W,
Miller, R
Turle,
Thrvllall T,
Smaliman, C.
Bell, F. K. ...
Clericus

MDD,
R.

Carried forward
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Brought forward

Km‘tz A G,
SDUNLVET L
Conoley. C. ...

Spensley, Rev. W, -

Moadv, F. ...
Mitchell, ). ...
Nicholton, A.

Florscheim, M.

Reeve, D'Arcy W,

Fox W. 5., C.C,
Souter, W, |,
“Cowen .-
Knighe, G. J.
Ogilvy, Mrs. ...
Bidwell, W, T,
Higgs, G, ...
Deacon, H. ...
A Friend .
Ashton, ],
Chapman Dr
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LAND NATIONALISATION SOCIETY,

14, Svutbampton Brreet, Htrand, Lonton,

PUBLICATIONS.

Lapd and Labor: (The organ of the Land Nationalisation Society) Monthly,
One Penny., Trade supplied by G, Vickers, 172, Strand,

Land Nationalisativon : its Necessity snd ity Aims. by Dr, A, R, Wallace, Paper
cover 11d.; Litup cloth 1e. 94, post free.

Land for the People: how to vblein it, how to manage it, by C. Wicksteed. Paper

cover 4,

A Colonist’s Plea for Land Nativnalisalion, (Ko, XXIIL) by A. J. O, of Tasmania.
Paper cover 3d.

Cloth Bound Volumes of the Soclety’s Pamphlets and Reports, each 23, 6d,

» 4.
1.- -The Land me.,ultv—- Hnw shail wc deal with it 7 . . . .- per 100 1 0
I1.~1: - Land for the Peaple - S ee e .. . 1 9
Tikh—Tea Lard Natbe Alisabivg whi henefit Hon«ehohiem, Labourers and
Ve ivs (AL I Wallee) . . .. " 30
V.- Tiw “ by omeel Hew of Luna '\.m-\nnll-uw!h H ‘R. Wa]lace; . v " & 0
VIL T’ll Lanid as ray Prapw sty (e fassor FOW. Newman). . . .- " 4 0
VITIL. SN o '[n i f AL R “allace} .- . - 1 0
ix T:Li rewt Lan } 13, H‘IIC]LI . .. . - B0
Nate pn e ofi to Lan Ilut"i- V \ H. Wl.l&CE) o . . . 1 0
] Naliog s tronn rersees Leud Monoesily | - P s per 1040 2 @
1 from Amerten (AT W ullm‘e) o . as - per 100 4 0
- bl Helen Tavor) .. .. .- .- . " T 0
l andlon A F. L. seper) ” 1 vy
wlption ™ ]|\'|)lll' Lawmd i\utmnnllsntlon lfor u.se a( Publw
P, . . . . LI 1
- Cnitie: o of 1% . . " 10
a1 T Land Narieod-ation o, - . . per 100Q % 0
a0 ntrugo Furugd (O u\'wkatmi) . .- .o et 100 i 0
Sibethogd Ll .- . e e . " | I
e . .a . per 11wy 39
nnt-n an’R-‘l r""\ .T") an . .e . per 104 LN
L Y. Jameson) .. . s s - % n
) N . . per 103} 30
Y h_r we want lt', What we mean by it; and
A A . . . . . . each 0
XXX Tow : LI Y TS T .. . . . per 10w 10
Pratest 1o unr Foilow Cineens (U mfessor Fo W Newtab ) . . . . per 1000 1w
Proersrnmes of the Sowely . .- s " iy
Tanr Lot I .g a1t L Fogtishme s Wrnngi (\ McDonnell) . .. “ e O
“ Oy Land” STy . - . per Joz. 30
Laudbyrdi:m —\ Car v oan wlat it dwes. npd what should be deme with it
(v. L. %url . . " . . - 20
“ Oy, oot \-l evils,” In T roofuy l\uliem . . ae . .- " 30
The Vearai Jutik .-( H Thinp H. Wicksteed. MA) - 4 0
Tle Right vl £he Btate 1 cantrol adl Moneyolies of \cceaann' ArLlcles - - 20

FRI- Dl Rll.!\ SHAW & Lo Pnnters, Iockhbend, Lowdon, S.E.
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