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PREFACE 

h this book I have carried a st"gc fmth~r the study in 
Indian econ')m;r: hil-;tory of whieh the first portion Wit~ ofTt~rpd 
tu the publil' ill lidli'l rrl tilt· Death of Akbrzr. I there sketched 
the econo!1lic pOf;it.ioll at the op,>niug of the .seventeenth cen­
tury: I DOW examine the '.'henges in that po-.;ition Ilbich took 
plac!.' in the cmuse of tht~ llext fifty or sixty y(',us, the period 
eov~~red by the fPig !IS of the :J.foglll Empernrf' J a,hangir nnd 
Shahj<1ba.n. Apart [rom chrollologinll or d)Tna.stic ecnsidera­
tiullS, this period has a. unity of it:3 own. In the l't.:'giOIl of 
commerce it is marker! by the practical cliu.inatioll of ~he 
Portuguese, th~'" e~ta11ibhment of Dutch and En.!-!li~:L merchants 
ill the country, and thr- tirst e:s:prrimcntrtl pha:,cs of the new­
comers' acti\~itH~s; whilf' in the wider H~on()](]ic 6pher,' it 
covers the most significant Btrrges in th{~ detr.rioratiun of 
Akbar's acirnH ... itit.rative tw;titutioIlB. These topics cnli for 
somewhal drtallea examination, and it is cunvenient to treat 
them Ly them:--l'lves, wJhout extcwling our fiurvey to the 
new c"Ildit,ion~ ''''ruch marked the reign of Aurall.g1eb--the 
furtil'T .tdlIlir~istr:1tive Clt:1LW'S, .. the risc of tlll' ~Iaratila po'\\cr, 
and t he increi:L~illg inkrest of foreign merchant.s in territnrlal 
fJ.uestion,~, l~vitlelleed by the t<f>ttlemeIl+~ of the Dutch in 
Malabar. tl,e EngliRh in Bombay, and the French in Pundi-
ch,-'rr~\·. 

The order of study has beon determined mainly hy the 
nature of the materials which are a ",ibble. The Dutch ancl 
Engli~h rec(}Tds of the perioa, whih~ they are incompleh', are 
suflicientl.Y copious to rende-.r possibl.~ a tolera.bly precise 
treatment of the cnntIll0rce "j\.·h which they are primarily 
~oncerlletl, while their examination for this purpose fllInishes 
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:1 lunn~ IDflSS of incid~ntal obSCTvatinns, whic1t enn.ble us to 
illtt'rprpt with eOtDr degree of eonfiuellce tut' fragmelltary 
inf"rlUatio~:. :"upplil'd hy Ir:.,l.i,Hl. sourcE'S regarding the E'conomie 
lif(· of the ,'Oll!l!ry :t." a -,dl·,l('~ und its dnlllination lly the 
actiYlri{':- of the VariOlll:! adlliini:'itratiun~. I han" tIm:; found 
it conv(,llil'llt to b(~gin \yith the subject of extt'fLlal Cutnlllerec, 
and then to us{' tLe kllUwled!~c 80 ohtained to thro\\' light on 
tOI,ie;-, of !!reatf_'r inh',nal i!Jterest. rrom tht· out~ct I have 
:Jtif'.i::;,t"u tv exhibit tlJ'-" ([rti\'iticEl of the English f'tlmmeTu:11 
]liow .. 'er~- ill ._, Llt I tab .. tu h~: their true rdatiuIl t(l t he earht~r. 
mori.' f'Xi<:'u.-:ive. :lUfJ mrlH~ profitable d}wttltiollS of thC' Dutch, 
opf'nltior.,..: wlli('1! aff;. almp;.;;t iglh-1red in s(;me ClUn~llt text­
brHll~::; \11' IIlniall ill.<;tory, It \\"a~ t,he flute-h, not the English, 
,,11(, i-'uc<:l'cdrd h th, p(irtuglll~se ll1CJ.~;t('fy cd thr Agjatir !'·.'US, 

and flir i~tl gl'(,<lh,~ r:1rt of a eeut.1lrr it wa~ the Dutch \\'ho 
to(,k th,· larg6~ tdu1rt' in the extC'IIl;ll commerce uf Ind;a. 
Tk1.t few ~t'.llh'llb ba\-,,' hithl~rto given fiJpir atrent.i\.lll to in­
fluences Of such iHll,ortance i,,,: ill my OpillilJl1 ull.f(l~tlmate) but 
the om;ssinn find.;;;: ndt'lu<ltl~ (~.xIJlanation in the inn.('c~'''sibi1ity 
of thr sources fr.IBl ,,'Lil'h iufunwttion ff'garding rhl'm must 
he dra\Yll. III tbt> iir,~l. lllacp, Dut(:h Hcholars havr· Yi~Ty 

natuLl!ly (kn)h~ll t u(\lr rnc'rgi,'~ I_CI t he history IJf thfir great, 
islal.LJ.<'llipjre rntlwr th,:n to the' afiairE:> !)f a mainla.;:ci ("In which 
their natjrm has Tf'tuiucd no footing, ~uld, apart from J}r_ 
Tt:'l'e ... tr.1-'~ two vlJlurnt-'.~, which I haw- quoted so frequt'ntly, 
J ~now uf IJO attell'pt t(J utih~p thr- mtl~I'rials at tLcir dj.<:po~al 
[nr 1 ,..:twh- ;)f allY defilllteJy Indiall qLl(,~tion. In the o;;('('ond 
pillce, l!!!wTdllce "f the hn;;unJ!l' ras !lr'.:v-eHt,ed most. Englislt­
IlIl'n 'm!~ r.early all J.h\:::ns. from making u.-;e of f:Vt'll the 
put'h.-bed P1,;_(erial...! aY,!ibl)~p in Dutl'h; alttl th!'1 ri':-,u1t may 
he f't't'11 in \~<UiIJll." pOI,ular work~, which prai.se. '-,r tl!ll:--nre, 

tll(' English piOIH.'t'r::' for their, bring iuitiative, or their hrutal 
mi'w·mduct-, a~ the case f;1,lY oe, Wbt'll. iu facL thr'- werl! 

111en\!'-~T full()\\ il.ig a road aLt~ady worn by t heir prp(lt!ce~sur::;:' 

fed. The !'lq!!ed of Dutch .... uurces fnr th.i~ period b ;ll~ the 
JllUr«.: to l,p tl'gn>tb.!d, he(';lU'~; in SUllie respects tlil\';- are 
dt't1ilitdy slJperi()f to thf' En~ll ;1. Thf' Duteh merchalltfl \-\'ert~ 

('iuefnl to ~('t- dU'"n tll bhtck alHl whit-c many thill~S _which 
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the English were content to take for granted: their lJ)or., 
extensive operations gave them ,,-ider \ ir"w~; and the di~cipline 
enfmc,:d by the authorities flt Bat<l\'ia produ('('J Jetaill'd and 
preri .. e records of tr;lll."actilln~ c:.uried (Jut ill di~t(:.ut plnt':('B. 
English-rellding students will llJhually f'ontinm' to rely lliilinly 
on the Engli.-;h ;-;,,'urrl'.~. hut thf.': ure likely to fOfItl inaccura.te 
or di;o::.tor~~(l vi~\~'s Oil many important qucqion~ if tbf>y fail 
to take account al....:() of dH~ llif0rmat·ioll furni~hf'!l by the 
Dutl'h. 

Rt'garrling unpubli3.hed sources of in.t0rmation for th~ 
Iwriod, it may be' said at, once that the're is now little to he 
found in the rcc{J[',b of the India, Uflice. The calt·ndars 
prepared by )Ir. 'Yillin.1U Fo:-;ter: or i:isu""d Imdel' !li.., ... ul'l'''~ 
visi(lll, are ~lrtfi('it'ntlY ,lehliJ\~d to meet nIl the-uL't'ds of nrdmary 
sturif'nts; I have gleu1wd among tLc originaJ recllrds, but h11 ve 
gatlll'·red very little indeed i.oat \\--as not already in print­
SOIlW tigures from cummercial docnmeDt,'-:, and oc(;asionally a. 
few phrasc-.-. t.hro\ying ,-l{ldi [ional light on some minute puint 
~HO that Indians nnable to visit EngLmd m1y bt' f'ontident 
that the printed calendars tdl practil'allv the "hole atory. 
~o ~imilar calendars exist fur t.he vollUuinllua Dutch records, 
and it. is nnt possiblf' to speak of th~ir contenh; with c,·!tainty. 
1 h,l\'i' not beel) able tu m tdertake thPlf tiystematic eXU1nina~ 
tion, and, so far as I know, the only study t)~ them from the 
Indian IK1itlt ~)f view has been that which resulit'd in the 
preparatiu;l of th~ Transcripts from Archh e., at The Hague, 
w hi{'h an: HsaiL ble at. t.he India Office. This serie::! is 
inva]',:w_hl,'. to sfHllentR working in EngLmd, but it is very 
far fr')m bf:'ing complete· un the economic si/lr. \Yht'u I 
1,aw app!id to the n'l1ch Pub!'·> Record Office for informa· 
tien vI' ~f'('('itic points, 1 have 11~;1;11ly been Lrrushed with 
photographs of import.:lllt documenb not inddcd in tl,c 
Tran~t l'ip~.s, or bithl21'to quoted in English; and thf' exist.pnce 
of thi~ hu~(' siflrc of lllF'xplorcd materials :'\b01lld be bOTne 
in wind b,''- all ~tU(h'nts of ti;c pt-:'ri(ld. Its t'-omplete f"~p!"ra­
tiOll woulJ rrobaHy he ;~ task tclO ~rf'a.L fvr any individual, 
lmt the underLlking dt'''';f~rve8 t.bt: attl-'lltiO!~ of ~oci('ti{'~<; or 
org .ul:3.ations intprested in India.n histoncal re8carch. 
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As t,o I udIan SOllr('es, I have not had an opportunity of 
eX:llliining cOlltemror;cry 1\]:3S. other than th(.~e which ar~ 
a\'ailaJ,~,:" in this couIItry, and I h:i.H~ little doubt that mu('h 
additional inif}l'!mdion OIl tIlt' subjects dealt with in the later 
cho prers uf this yoJume could be obLineu by study 01 the 
coliecl1r ,:lS in Iwlian libraries. The prese.fit volume thereforp 
is, lil;e the forlll.Pf, a sketch ra~her than a definitive treatise; 
it r,!dt":ws aIL 6r almvst all. the ~villence which J:-; now ill 

printJ hut :,cattl'red t:tron~h a large number of works, nCll. all 
uf which arc T~aJiiy accbtiible to !:ituJents in [udia; and it 
tab:.·:" UCC0tlllt uE Fome ~f)llrCe~ not yet p11hlished, but it noes 
not chiw tv p\.LJ,~ast them. Thpr(' i.'J still a wide scope for 
re~('arch in the hi-.:tory of th~d period, nol only among the 
Dutch records, hut in literatuIe "Which i~' within the reach of 
Indian students, and which they are in the best po.ilion to 
interpret. 

I h~n-e tried tu arrange the book in such a way that, while 
it ~hOllld be illtdtii-!'ible to ordin;try reader:3, it ::;lwuld FC'l'Ye 

sl'riu,!:"i :-:tudcnts as un int.roduction to the original literature. 
A nlhority for, I hope, every assertion of fact will be found 
ill the nntes .1::' the elllllJ£ each chapter, while in the Appendices 
I have brought togeth~r a large [iJllOunt of detail: some of it 
w-,t very f(~adiJy accf'ssible, regarding the rour8e of Asiatic 
COlllltlerct", whic11 may help stUtlents in the early stages of 
their rl!uding bdvre rill' t~djnical lolnguage of the litprul UIe 
ha:::: Lecome famiE:u thruugh experiento-e. In making quotatiollfl 
frulU old wIitETS and doC'umer .. ts, I ha\l~ usually moderlli~('d 
the spelling and punctuation. In regar:! to Indian word~. I 
});J'yC as :t rule fr.lIoweu the f3.y:-:tem of :ran~literation ndoptt·d 
in the Intperinl (ja::et1eu, lnt a:l ex(,(o:)tinn hd.~ heen TJ~cessary 
in th£' case of the de:-icriptions upplil."l t(J Indian cotwn gq,)ds. 
The nomencbture of tLeHP offers a wi(le field (If study; th('; 
df'rH'atioIl of many clIJltlllercial ~l'rtU.s is still an open ques~ 
tinn; and precise h;l)J~iit-er:jtiou 1S impl -:--ibk so lou2" a~ the 
derivatioll rptnaill:'1 o},:-;cllre. In sllch case;.:: ! ha.vc thought it 
be~._ to s(\!ect COI.LllUOn (·onternporary form'.:. of the n~I.JlH·:-;, and 
t.hus avoid the appl.';}.r'H\ce of prf'jtHlc'ilig lingui::tic questilJlls 
on which I am not qualified t.v pronounce. 
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It. remains only to a.cknowledge the generous assistance 
which I have received from scholars in thi8 countr:v ,wd In 
India. .For iniormation Of help un parti~ular pointti 1 havp. 
to ""pre," my thank, to 11is, L. ~l. An,tey, Dr. W. R. Bis,cbop, 
Mr. R. Burn, 1If. C. r.. Carrin~,on. Sir Hubert Gillan, :-ir 
Wobele)" Haig, Professor Jadu Klth Rarkar, Proles,"r Shafaat 
Ahmad Khan, Profes8.or G. ,,~. Daniels. alld the officers of 
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scripts, at the British Museum. Profewr P. Geyl, of the 
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ance in gett.ing at the full meaning of some of the Dutch 
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April 1923. 
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