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PREFACE

Ix this book T have carried a stage further the study in
Indian economic history of which the first portion was offered
tu the public in Indie @ the Deatii of Akbar. ¥ there sketched
the economic position at the opening of the seventeenth cen-
tury : I now examine the chenges in that position which took
place in the course of the nest fifty or sixty years, the peried
covered by the reigns of the Mogul Emperors Jahungir and
Shahjaban. Apart from chronological or dynastic ecnsidera-
tions, this period has a unity of its own. In the region of
cornmerce it is raarked by the practical elinination of the
Portuguese, the establishment of Dutch and English merchauts
in the coundry, and the first experimental phases of the now-
comers’ activities; while in the wider economic sphere it
covers the most significant stames in the deterioration of
Akbar's admvuistrative institutions. These topics call for
somewhat detaded examination, and it is conventent to treat
them Ly them~clves, w.theut extending our survey to the
new conditions which marked the reign of Aurangueb—the
further administrative changes, the rise of the Maratha power,
and the increasing interest of foreign merchants in territorial
questions, evidenced by the settlemients of the Dutch n
Malabar, the English in Bombay, and the French in Pondi-
chorr v,

The order of study has becn determined mainly by the
nature of the materials which are availuble. The Dutch and
English records of the period, while they are incomplete, are
suflictently coplous to render possible a tolerably precise
treatment of the commerce with which thev are primarily
concerned, while their examination for this purpose furnishes

v



vi FROM AKBAR TO AURANGZEB

a lurge mass of incidental observatinns, whick enable us to
interpret with some degree of confidence the fragmentary
information supphied by Indian sources regarding the economic
life of the vowiry a3 a whele, and ite domination by the
activities of the various admimiastrations. I have thus found
it convenient to hegin with the subject of external commerce,
and then to use {lie knowledue so obtaived to throw light on
topics of greater interal interest. From the outset 1 have
attern;ted to exhibit the activities of the English commuercial
pioteers in v hat 1 take to be their true relutton to the earlier,
more extensive. and more profitable operations of the Dutch,
operations which arc almoest ignored in some current text-
boohs of Indian bistory,  Jt was the Duteh, not the Englsh,
who sueceeded to the Purtuguese mastery of the Asiatic seas,
and for tu greater purt of a century it was the Duich who
took the largesi chare in the external commerce of India,
That few =tadents have hitherto given their attention to in-
fluences of such importance i= 10 my opinion unfortunate, but
the amussion finds adequate explanation in the inaccessibility
of the sources from which information regarding them must
be drawn. Iu the nrst place, Dutch seholars have very
naturally devoted thelr energivs to the history of their great
#land-cmpire rather then to the aflairs of a mainland en which
their natiom has retained no footing, and, apart from P
Terpsira’s two volumes, which T have quoted so frequently,
I know of o attenrpt to utihse the muverials at their disposal
tor a study of any defwtely Indian question. T the sccond
place, wmorance «f the laynage bas provented most Enghish-
men. ang rearly wll Tolinns, {from making use of even the
publi-hed moterialr availuble in Dutch ) und the result may
he seen in varoua popular works, which prasse. or bensure,
the English pioncers for their Jaring initiative, or their brutal
miscondiuet, as the case rnay be, when, in fact, thev were
werely followiig w read nlready wern by their pret]céeﬂs“rr?’
feet.  The neglect of Duteh svurces for this period is all the
wore to be regretted, because in some respects tliev are
detisitely superior to the Englih.  The Dutch merchants woere
carefnt to set down tu black and white many thiugs which
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the English were content to tuke for granted: their wore
extensive operations gave them wider views: and the discipline
enforei:d by the authorities at Baravia produced Jdetailed and
precie records of trensactinns curried out in distzot places.
English-reading students will naturally continue to rely mainly
on the English scurces. but thev ure likely to form inaccurate
or dizstorted views on many important questiona il they fail
to take aceount al:o of ihe information furnished by the
Datch.

Regarding unpublished sources of information for the
period, it may be said at once that there is now little 1o be
found in the records of the India Oflice, The calendars
prepared by Mr. Williamn Foster, or issued under his super-
vision, are suthcientiy detatled to meet ali the needs of ordmary
students ; I have gleuned among the original records, but have
gathered very little indeed that was not already in print—
some tigures from commercial docureents. and occasionally a
few phrasc. throwing addicdonal light on some wminute puint
—a0 that Indians nnable to visit Fingland may be rontident
that the printed calendars tell practically the whole story.
Neo similar calendars exist for the vohuminous Duteh records,
and it is nnt possible to speals of their contents with cortainty.
I have not been able to undertake their systematic examina-
tion, and, so far as I know, the only study of them {rom the
Indian peinl »f view has been that which resulied in the
preparation of the Transcripts from Archives at The Hague,
which are avalluble at the India Office. This series is
invaluable to students working in England, but it is very
far from being complete onn the economic side, When 1
have applicd to the Iiteh Pubslis Record Office for informa-
ticn ur specific points, I have nsually been turnished with
photographs of important documents not included in the
Transcripis, or hitherto quoted in English ; and the existence
of this large store of nnexplored matertals shonld be borne
in mind bv all students of the period.  Its complete explora-
tion would probably be 2 task too great for any individual,
but the undervaking deserves the atteuntion of socicties or
org .hisations interested in Indian historical cescarch,
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As to Tndian sources, 1 have not had an opportunity of
examining conlemyporry MSS. other than those which are
availal e in this country, and T have little doubt that much
additional intormution on the subjects dealt with in the later
chapters of this volume could be obtuined by study of the
collecunus in Iudian libraries. The present volume therefore
1s, lile the fornrer, a sketeh rather than a definitive treatise;
it reviews all, or almest all, the evidence which i now iu
print, but zeatiered throngh a large number of works, not all
of which are readily accessible to students in India ; and it
takes account of some sources not vet published, but it does
not claiin to exuaast them. There i still a wide seope for
recearch in the history of this period, ot only among the
Dutch records, but in literature which i within the reach of
Indian students, and which they are in the best position to
Interpret.

I have tried to arrauge the book in such a way that, while
it should be intelligible to ordinary readers, it should ecrve
serivas students as an introduction to the origmal literature.
Authority for, T hope, every assertion of fact will be found
in the notes ot the end of cach chapter, while in the Appen:iices
I have brought together a large amount of deiail, some of it
ot very readily aceessible, regardmg the course of Asiatic
comerce, which may help students in the early stages of
their reading betore the technical lunguage of the literarure
has become fumiliar through experience. Inmaking quotations
from old writers and documents, I have usually rnodernised
the spelling and punctuation. In regar! to Indian words, 1
have as a rule followed the system of transliteration adopted
tn the Inperiai (fazetiver, but au excention has been necessary
in the case of the descriptions applicl to Indian cotion goods,
The nomenclature of these offers a wide field of study ; the
derivation of muny conimercial terms s still an open ques-
tion ; and precise transiterstion 18 impd <~ible so long as the
deiivation remains obseure.  Ir snch cases T have thought it
best to select cornmon contemporary forms of the names, and
thus aveid the appearance of prejudging linguistic questions
on which I am not qualified to pronovunce.
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It remains only to acknowladge the generous assistance
which 1 have received from sciiolars in this country and in
India. For information or help on particnlar points 1 have
to express my thanks to Miss L. M. Anstey, Dr. W, R. Bisschop,
Me. R. Burn, Mz, €. T.. Carringion, Sir Robert Gillan, Sir
Wolseley Haig, Professor Jada Nuth Sarkur, Professor Shafaat
Ahmad Khan, Professor (. W. Dandels, and the oflicers of
the Departnicnts of Coing nnd Medals, and of Oriental Manu-
seripts, at the British Musenm. Profesor P. Geyl, of the
University of Loudon, has given me most valuable assigt-
ance in getting at the full meaning of some of the Dutch
records ; Dr. J. dr Hullu, of the Rijksarchief, has been most
generous in searching for, and supplying me witl: information
from the records in his charge ; and finally,. Mr. W, Fosier,
of the India Office, has again allowed me to draw continually
on his unique kaowledge of the period.

April 1923.
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