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Pl~E FACE.

l x waking a coll~t:tiul1 of Essay.s for a second series
of .- Essays in Fiunucc " 1 II:1YC cndeuvourod to keel'
ill view the ol>joct which I stated ill tho Pref:>cc to

the fanner volume, viz., the selection of such Essays

as contain discussions of topics of permanent interest,
apart from the occasions which Huggeole,1 the Essays

themselves, It appears to Le unuccessary, therefore,

tcmpting as the opportunity may seem. to reopen ill
a Preface some of the discussions in thc volume, and
refer t,) thc u.l.litional lig'lIt thrown npon them by
subsequent experience. This lias been dOlIC in
occasional notes scattered throughout the VO]UlllG,

but substantially such of the Essays as are reprints

appear as origillnlly published.
.\.11 attempt has been uuule, as far :>s possible, to

keep together Essays Lenl'ing on connected topics,
and subject to this they are mostly arranged in the
order of the date of writing. I have taken care, as
a rule, tu notice this date ill some part of each Essay.
and in uddition, where it seemed llcccssary, 1 have



\'1 l'l:EF.\.cE.

addcr! tlier ye'Il' of \\Titint;' in Ira]'cntllcsi, at the end

of (:;[(;11 E~sa.\-.

'l'l.« second E"ay is cnt ircly new, allll the last,
whic]. ".,,, a 1"'IICl' ]'ea,! Ido]'c the St"tistical Society,

11"8 not I 'COIl published before, although partial
l'l')rol'1,; uf it appeal"l! in the Pl'CSS at the time it was
1'(':H.1. 'J'lil' other Essay,..: arc rcpriuts, Lilt several were

pul.li-hcd uuouvmouslv, nu-l all of tl.eiu arc 11101'C or

le,-s itlaccc"iIJlo, From 1lI,\' own point of view I

1I<\\'c L'COll desirous to collect them, as one Essay often

""l'plcll1ctlts auothcr, .u»! ill several of them discus­
»ions .nc (;(JlItiUllC<l which I commenced as long ag'o
<1:--; lSj~. ;llld have resumed froui time to time since,

as \\-ill he se\'ll 1>y rclcrcuco to In~' former .' E:-;:::;ays
iu Finance 'r and to tlw earlier Essays of the present
volmne,

n, GIFFEJ'I.
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F<.l,oll/,"!), locu.


