
TIlE 

STATUS OF WOUAN IN INDIA: 

Ott 

A HAND-BOOK FOR HINDU SOCIAL REFORMERS. 

J1Y 

DAYARA"JI GIDU"JIAL, lU" LL,D" c,s" 

FELLOW OF THE BOMBAY UNIVERSITY, 

H .Milll id hi~ own star; and tl\(~ :wul t.hat call 

RClldCl' an honest Hud :~ perfect; UHl.Lt) 

Cummanus allligltt, an lnJlnclH.:e, all t.l.te; 

Sothiug to him fillls early 01' too late. 

Our ads our allgcl~ are, 01' goot! 01' ill, 
OUl' fatal :)hadow3 that walk by u.:; still':' 

1tJ It ll\ 1,r ll!l : 

PRINTED AT THE" FORT PRINTING PRESS," 

IS8D. 

(ALL BIGHTS IWSERVED.j 





[ "All history resolves itself very e~sily into the 

biography of a few stont and earnest persons ."] 

DEDICATED 

TO 

ALL EARNEST WOm{l~HS 

IN THE CAUSE 

Ot' 

HINDU SOCIAL REFORM. 





TABLE OF CONTENrS. 
)..0--<> ( 

A Symposium of Hindu Domestic Hcformcl's and 
Anti-Reformers ... 

CHAPTER 1. 

Facts on Lhe Su1j~ct of Infant .Marriage 

SECnOX I. 

~Iadrus Presidency ... 
SECTlO~ 2. 

Bombay Prosidclicy ... 

SECTIOX 3. 
Bengal Presidency ... 

8ECTlOX 4. 
X.-W. Provinces awl Owlo, the l'unjab, Central 

l"Jrovincos, Burma: Assam, Coorg, Hydcl'abad 
(Deeeau), &e. 

SECTION ,1. 

Extracts from opiniolls given to Mr. Malo,bari 

CHAPTER II. 
Causes of Infant ThIarriage 

SECTION 1. 
nladras Presidency ... 

8ECTIOS 2. 
Bombay Presidency ... 

8ECTION 3. 
Bengal Prcsidcw~y ... 

SECTIO:f 4. 
X.-W. Provinces and Oudh. the Punjab, Central 

Provihees, Burma, Assam, Coorg, Hyderabad 
(Deccan), &e. ... 

SECTION 5. 

~xtracts from opinions given to Mr. lIIalo..bul'i 

I-ell 

1-01 

l-fi 

6-20 

20-36 

30-40 

49-61 

62-72 

62-63 

65-60 

69-70 

70-71 

72 



r'l CONTENTS 

CHApn~R VIII. 

Remedies for Enforced Widow hooJ 
SECTION 1. 

l\bJras Presidency_.,., 
SECTION 2. 

Bombay PresiJency •.. 
SECTION 3. 

Bengal Presidency ... 

SEOTIO>! 4. 

X.-'V. Provinces, &c., &0 .... 
SEOTTOX 5. 

Extracts from opinions gtven to :nIr. Nalabnri 

CHAPTER IX. 

Reasons for K on-Interference ... 

SEcnox 1. 

~h\llras Presidoncy ... 
SECTION 2. 

Bombay Presidenc); :,. 

SEOTIOX 3. 

Bellgal PresiUcncy ... 

SECTION 4. 

N.· W. Provinces, &c. 
SECTION 5. 

Extracts from opinions giyen to MI'. Malabari 

., . 

192-208 

192-195 

195-203 

203-204 

204-205 

205-208 . .. 

208-2~0 

208-211 

211-211) 

219-222 

222-221) 

229-240 



A P PEN D I X I· 
'fhe Phy,iological As})ect of Premature Marriage. 

A Puberty and Pubescence 
B Is not Early Marriage the cause of early Pubes· , . cence, , .. 

C Has the climate anything to do with the early 
puberty of Indian girls and boys? 

A P PEN D I X II. 
A Scheme of Social Reform on the principle of 

241-258 
241-246 

246-251 

252-258 

Self·help ancl 'on the lines of least resistance.' 259-279 

A P PEN D I X III· 
The Indian l~w regarding the seduction of girls 

-a crying inequality... 281-288 

A P PEN D I X IV· 
Social Reform in Rajputana '" 288-295 

A P PEN D I X V· 
Memorandum by naja Sir T. Madava Row '" 295-298 

A P P HI D I X VI. 
Shastric texts on the subject of Infant Marri.ge, by 

Rao Bahadur M. G. Ranade ... 

A P P Ul D I X VII· 
Vedic authorities for WiJow Marriage, by Rao 

Bahadur M. G. l{"n::dc 315-331 
Index ... ... I-Vill 


