


HINDU CASTES AND SECTS. 





PREF A.CE. 

IN the last edition of my" Commentaries on Hindu 
Law" I devoted a chapter to the Hindn Caste System 
which attracted the attention of the Publishers, and 
they suggested that the subject might well be expanded 
so as to be brought out as a separate volume. They 
suggested also that, in order to make the book complete, 
I should give an account not only of the Castes, but 
also of the important Hindu Sects, some of which are 
practically so many ""new Castes. 

As I had heen already engaged in writing a book 
about the hisfury and philosophy of religions, the prp
posal, so far as the sects were concerned, was welcome 
indeed. About the Castes I felt very considerable 
diffidence; but it seemed to me that, in a town like 
Calcutta, where there are men from every part of India, 
it might not be quite impossible to collect the necessary 
information. When, however, I actually commenced 
my enquiries, then I fully realised the difficulty of my 
task. The original information contained in this work 
has been derived from a very large number of Hindn 
gentlemen hailing from different parts of India. I here 
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gratefully acknowledge the kindness that they have 
shown in according to me their assistance. I feel very 
;trongly inclined to insert in this book a list of their 
names. But the publication of snch a list is not de
sirable for more reasons than one. To begin with, such 
a list would be necessarily too long to be conveniently 
included. Then, again, the subject of castes and sects 
is, in some of its aspects, a very irritating one, and if 
I were to give publicity to the names of the persons who 
have assisted me, it might place them in a very false 
position. So I thank them generally withont mentioning 
any names. 

In connection also with this part of the work, 
I mnst acknowledge my obligations to the works 
of Risley, Wilson and Sherring, and to Mr. Narsima
yangar's Report of the last Censns of Mysore. As 
to the last of these, which is compiled by an edncated 
native of the conntry, it is hardly necessary to observe 
that it is very reliable, though not very complete. 
Mr. Risley's "Tribes and Castes of Bengal" is 
an exhaustive treatise, and is, generally speaking, reliable 
also. If there had been similar works for the other 
provinces, then the task of taking a bird's-eye view of 
the whole would not have heen quite so arduous to m .. 
as it has actually been. 

With regard to the part of the book devoted to the 
Hindu Sects, I may mention that the greater portion of 
it had been written originally for my promised work on 
the philosophy of religion which I hope to bring out 



before tong. For tbe sake of many of my friends and 
retations near and dear to me I besitated to give publi
city to my yjews before; but it seems to me higb time 
now tbat I should speak out and do what lies in me to 
set fortb tbe true cbaracter of the cutts that tbe 
majority of those wbo profess to be Hindns believe and 
practise. 

The religions of tbose who are not regarded "s 
Hindus do not come witbin tbe scope of tbis work. 
But the positiou wbicb I BSsign to Cbristianity, Mabo
medanism, Zoroastrianism, &c., must appear clear enough 
from what I bave said in tbe Introduction to my aC
count of tbe Hindu Sects, about tbe evolution of human 
faiths, and about tbe different principles on whicb.tbey 
may be classified. I have tried my best tbrougbout to 
avoid i~reverence and offensive expressions, and the 
reader, who is not altogetber blinded by orthodoxy, 
will, I bope, admit tbat, even with regard to tbe worst 
of the abomination-worshipping sects, I bave nowhere 
been barsber tban tbe nature of tbe case absolutely 
required. Reverence ougbt to be by all means sbowu 
to persons and institutions tbat bave a just claim to it. 
But nothing enn, in my opinion, b. more sinful than to 
speak respectfully of persons wbo are enemies of man
kind, and to wbitewash rotteu institutions by esoterio 
explanations and fine pbrases. 

It is no doubt extremely difficult to get rid of the 
effect of early training and a",ociations. But tbose wbo 
claim to be educated and enlightened will, I trust, give 
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me an impartial and patient hearing. However strong 
their faith in Saivism, Saktaism and Radha worship 
may be, they cannot be altogether blind to the real 
character of tbese creeds. One of the greatest thinker. 
'of modern times bas, in connection with certain ques
tions of political economy, said :-

It often happens that the univenal belief of one age of 
mankind-a belief from which no one '!Cal, nor, without any 
extraordinary effort of genius and courage, could, at that time 
be free-becomes to a subsequent age so palpable an absurdity, 
that the only difficulty tllen is to imagine how such & thing 
can ever have appeared credible. 

This, I am sure, will before long be the feeling of 
every honest Hindu witb regard to some of the most 
important features of his so-called religions, and I shall 
feel I 'have performed an almost sacred duty if this 
work promotes in some degree that end. 

JOGENDRA NATH BHATTACHARYA. 

CALCUTTA, May 1896. 
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