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PREFATOHY NOTE 

THE papers cOlllprisocl in these volumos wero 111()~L (Jf 
them given originally n.s lecture:.:; in the Sunday After
noon Course at the South Place In::;titutc, FinsbLlry, froll] 

1895 to 1898, with the object of affordillg trllstwurLllY 

infol'Hu_ttioll concerning the ntrious colonies, sett le

ments, and countries scattered over the wOl'hl which 
go Lo form the ,vhole knowTl m; "The British Empi!'p." 

It was thought thnt a wider and deeper knowlcclge of 
the growth, prosent 0011(lit1011, and possibilities of each 

integral part of our ElIlpirc would Lend to strengthen 
the sympathetic, maLerial, and politicn.l Lics ,,,,,hid, 
unite the colonies to the mother coulltry. 

The generous rosponse to the invitation to loot,nrc 

\vas very gratifying; tra.vellers, llftt.ives, and those to 
·whom had boon given tho IllllJJ'OllS task of govul'niug tllu 

various provineos of nul' Elll pirc, \'leel with onu another 

in their \villingnoss to illlpart the special klhnd\..'(lge 

which they had aClluirc(l. 
The lecturers wore asked, when possiblu, tu give a 

short account of the country prior \'0 its incol'}lor:lt iOIl, 

its colonial hil:ltory, tho cffect of thc British Cdlllludi()n 

on the country and the u:1Liycs, awl the olltl()ok for 

the futuro. To these topil!s 'n.mJ added the cOIH1iti(lll~ 

for colonisation, of t1'a(le au(l COlllluerce, the sLate :mll 

local government, :m(} the bWI:i of tlle elHllltry, espl'('i-



\I 

:tlh' w\]()l'tl there wns :lIly great ditti5cllce fr01l1 those uf 

Illl! I Tllited KingdollJ. 

The t.ask has dClllOllst.mLc(l the Illany and VClnous 

illtCl'est:-> clllllaillC(l ill t.his ,"ast, lmiJjcct, and has far ex

ceeded dIU original lilllit.. It i:->, however, hoped that. 
!lit' \\·ider IJlJlJlit; to wltidl the articles now appca.l will 

l)u as sYIlIJ,;LtlH.:l it; as tJw original (lWliUllCCH. 

IDI. SlIEOWltINU, 
111m. Sc('. fnstilulc Commit/ceo 

SI)I rll J'r..-\!T 1.""TI'ITn:. 
FI.\"I;l'I~r. I,I):\J"):\, l';.l'. 
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