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PREFACE.

AOOPTI:>G a popular custom, this Preface

has been written.

Centuries ago, the knight who girt on

his panoply of steel had to assign a reason

tor so doing; such, it appears, must also

be the case {or assuming the steel-pen of

modem authorship.

I had been asked to furnish some infor­

mation in a collated form regarding the

Pursis, as all that could be obtained was

mixed up with theological discussion in Dr

Wilson's valuable works. ] n endeavouring

to meet the wishes of the party, I found
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my manuscripts swell so alarmingly that I

determined upon having recourse to the

Press. This purpose is now accomplished.

I have had a delicate and trying duty

before me, with the mass of materials and

the variety of sources of information at my

control. Not one line of this pulilicatiou

has been penned, however, with any un­

kind feeling; and I would indeed be pained

to know that I had imconsciouslv given

offence.

As pertinent to the subject I might have

dedicated this volume to one of the P'lrsi

commlillity,-to the venernhlc Sir .Icm­

shedji .J ijfbh,\i, - or tn the wnrt hv Shet

K;'m\'a~ii .Jeh:mgir, (ruul "none worthier

than hc,")-or to the high):' respected She!

Fn\m.ii Nas'"T;'lIlji,-but that T had deter­

mined not tu lose the opportunity tu notice
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a name that to me must ever be associated

with obligations.

I have endeavoured to be both casy and

agrccable- ill the style; and havo avoided

references in detail to works, few of which

nlllY be found here, and lIlany of which are

not even known by iuuuc to the g'cneralitv
" "

of readers.
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KEY TO TilE READI!lG Of !lATIVE !lAMES.

(I a:-- in dtnmtist.

tl - pal't.

I' - rest.

filial.

11 - rueful.


