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WILLIAM. ARCHIBALD DUNNING

Ox August 25, 1922, Professor Dunning passed away, after
a lingering illness following his ecllapse in February of that
year. Professor Dunning was born in Plainfield, New Jersey,
in 18549, Ile received the degree of bachelor of arts from Colum-
bia University in 1881; from the same institution the master’s
degree in 1884 and the doctorate in 1¥55. The forty years of
his academic life were spent in Columbia, where he was sue-
cessively fellow, lecturer, instructor, adjunet professor and
professor “Sinee 1913 he had ocenpied the Lieber professorship
of history and political philosophy. The degree of docter of
laws was conferred upon lim in 1904 and doctor of letters in
1916. Hix leadership in scholarly work was evidenced by the
double hopor of the presidency of the American Historical As-
sociation in 1913, and of the American Political Science Asso-
clation in 1922, His presidential address was to hazve heen given
at the December (1942) meeting of the latter association,

Professor Dunning's work was erowned with unusual success
in three fields, as a teacher, as an editor, and as a scholar in the
fields of history and government. As a university lecturer,
Professor Dunning was a marve! of lucidity and keenness, aud
lett an ineffaceable impression upon the hundreds of students
who attended his eourses during the long period of his academic
carear. He was equally unotable in his power to interest and
encourage students in special fields of inguiry, and in his many
stimulating contacts with those who had passed out from the
universiiy halls as students. The hundred volumes of the Co-
lumbia publications in histors, economies, and public law are
fuli of ackrowledgments of his friendiy interest and counsel in
the development of scholarly studies  His students published
in 1934 Siudies in Southern History and Politics as a testimonial
to his inspiving work in this field, and the present volume is a
product of the appreciation by his students in the Listory of
political theery of his notahle contributions to this department
of learned endeavor, '
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He was one of the active group of editors of the Political
Seience Quarterly from 1890 to the time of his death, and man-
aging editor from 1394 to 1903, His diseriminating judgment
and his editorial care and skill were significant factors in creating
and maintaining the high standards of a periodieal notable in the
field of political science. Ten years of his life were largely
oecupied with this exacting labor, wearing upon the editor, but
immensely useful to his collaborators in the field of government.

The contributions of Dr. Dunning to produetive seholarship
were made in the fields of American history and political theory,
and particularly in the latter field. Iis doctoral dissertation
was on The Constitution of the United States in Civd Wor and
Reconstruction (1855). This was followed in later years by his
Essays on the Cirdd War and Eeconstruction, published in 1898,
and Reconstruction, Political and Eeconemaic, a volume in the
American Nation Serles. In 1907 with Frederick A. Bancroft
he edited The Reminiscences of Carl Sehurz {1907-17}. In 1914
he published a very remarkable survey of Anglo-American rela-
tions under the title of The Brifish Empire and the United States.

His outstanding contribution to the study of political philoso-
phy was his History of Folitical Theories, Ancient and Medieeval
1902), with the succeeding volumes, From Luther to Montes-
qurew (1005}, and From Rousseauw to Spencer (1920). These
lueid and scholarly accounts of the development of systematic
political thinking quickly superseded the earlier works of Blunt-
sehli and Janet, and hecame the standard histories of the evolu-
tion of political thought, the indispensable guide for all serious
studerts of formal pelitieal philosophy. Perhaps the most strik-
ing characteristic of the opus magnum was its dispassionate and
objective quality, its detached point of view. Few men of .equal
ability have been able to resist the temptation to formulate an
independent system and advance a dogmatic philosophy. In the
final chapter of the concluding volume this attitude developed
into a form of pessimism, which was not, however, eharacteristic
of the study as a whole. No one in the last generation has done
more than the author of these volumes to advance the study of
formal political theoty, and to prepare the way for the inereas-
ingly intensive ~tudy of the evolution of the political mind.

Finally, it may not be amiss to say that Professor Dunning
was in the true sense of the term a noble man, as well as a great
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scholar, and that his personal qualities endeared him to all who
came within the bright eirele of his acquaintance, He «ombined
jn unusual manner great keenness of mind with rare tolerance
and breadth of sympathy, Spirited and witty in conversation,
he never allowed the scholar to overshadow the man. 1In his
benevolent role in his favorite haunt in the Century Club, he
became almost an institution.

The departure of Professor Dunning in his sixty-fourth year
was a heavy blow to American scholarship. With the death of
Lord Bryce, a former president of the Political Science Assoeia-
‘tion, the year 1922 marked the passing of two preéminent figures
in the field of history and govermment. While their walks in
life were far apart, and their types of experience widely differ-
ent, yet they had in common many intellectual characteristies.
In both there was a sympathetic understanding of all types of
thought; in both a guality of facile and lucid expression; in both
an aversion to dogmatic conclusions. In both there was a strain
of weariness and pessimism at the end, but the lives of both
radiate inspiration and cheer to those who seek the truth in the
troubled maze of political events,

This volume has been prepared by students of Professor Dun-
ning who seek in this manner to express their appreciation of
what he gave them individunally as students, and what he did for
the systematic study of political science, and especially of politi-
cal theory, This work was projected before Professor Dunning’s
untimely death, and was planned as a tribute to a living scholar.
But as fate deereed it will he a memorial to one whn has passed
on. We cannot present the volume to him in person, but we gan
and do dedicate it to him and to the spirit of scholarship which
he so Jong embodied and which still radiates from his memory.

The third volume of Professor Dunning’s study of politieal
ideas, History of DPoliticall Theories, Rousscauw te Spencer,
reached into the third quarter of the 19th century. Since that
time there have been many interesting and significant develop-
ments in political thought, which the present velume presents
and interprets. Some of the developments here discussed over-
lap slightly the field traversed by Professor Dunning, but only
8o far as is neeessary to establish their continnity and to make
clear their significance,

It is the hope of the writers that these ehapters will provide



Viil WILLIAM ARCHIBALD DUNNING

material for the understanding and appreciation of the more im-
pertant movements m political theory during the recent period.
It i~ teae that the methed and direction of some of these move-
medis is not yed fully apparent, but it is believed that that task
of inteepreting our time will be made easier by the analysis here
presented,
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