COMPETITION AMONG GRAINS



PUBLICATIONS
of the
FOOD RESEARCH INSTITUTE

Waear Stupies, Yols. I-X VI, 192440
Fars anp Oius Strpies, Nos. 1-6, 1928-38
Misceiraneous PusricaTions, Nos. 1-9, 1923-39

Grain Econowmics Series: Nos. 1-2, 193240
Neo. 1. Agricultural Russia and the Wheat Problem
[September 1932]
No. 2, Competition ameng Grains
[January 1940]

For Institute publications, address

FOOD RESEARCH INSTITUTE
STANFORD UNIVERSITY, CALIFORNIA

EUROPEAN SALES ACENTS

Great Hritsin: P. 8. King & $Son, Ltd.. Orchard House, 14 Great Smith Street, Westminater,
5.W. i, London

Continental Furope: Martinus Nijhofl, 9 Lange Voothout. The Hague, Holland



COMPETITION AMONG GRAINS

FOOD RESEARCH INSTITUTE
STANFORD UNIVERSITY, CALIFORNIA



FOOD RESEARCH INSTITUTE

Established at Stanford University, California, in 1921, jeintly

by Carnegie Corporation of New York and the Trustees of the

Leland Stanford Junior University, for research in the produc-
tion, distribution, and eonsumption of food

DIRECTOR

Josteu STANCLIFFE Davis

ECONOMISTS ASSOCIATE ECONOMISTS
MerriLL KeLLey BENNETT Heren CuHERINeTON FARNSWORTH
KagrL Braxpr Viapimir P. TiMosHENKO

Hovsrook Wonrking

CONSULTANT DIRECTOR.-EMERITUS

CagRL Lucas ALSBERC AroNzo ExGLEBERT TAYLOR

Copyright, 194G, by the Board of Trustees
of the Leland Stanford Junior University

Pristep I8 THE UNITED STATES oF AMERICA
By Staxrorp UnivErsiry Press



To Phil



DIRECTOR’S PREFACE

Competition pervades economic life. It is fashionable
today to stress the fact that competition is not pure and per-
fect, as writers on economic theory have often assumed for
purposes of analysis, and to concentrate attention on imper-
fect or monopolistic competition. In historic time there have
been changes in the degree to which competition has fallen
short of perfection, and disputes rage over the trends. Most
of this discussion, however, has dealt with competition among
business concerns producing or marketing equivalent or simi-
lar commodities. Too little has been devoted to another im-
portant type: inter-commodity competition. This is probably
now more vigorous than ever before. If it were given due
weight, some current convictions regarding the drift toward
monopolistic competition might undergo considerable modi-
fication,

This book deals with such inter-commodity competition,
chiefly among the five grains which include all those of major
importance except rice. It is concerned with their competition
for various uses and for factors of production, under a great
variety of conditions and circumstances. It seeks to disclose
not only the fundamental factors involved in this competi-
tion among the grains, and their relative importance, but also
the widely varying results as brought about by the combined
effect of those factors in the different regions of the temperate
zones of the Occidental world.

The work has evolved from a dream of the author. Naum
Jasny’s valuable experience in Russia, Germany, and the
United States, and his familiarity with literature relevant to
the present topic in all three languages, put him in an excep-
tionally favorable position te deal with its broad range in
subject matter and geographical area. The Food Research
Institute welcomed the opportunity to help translate the dream
into achievement. While living in Germany, Dr. Jasny was
for some years correspondent of the Institute covering Rus-
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sian and German aspects of the world grain situation. For
us he wrote “Wheat Problems and Policies in Germany,” pub-
lished in Wheat Studies, October 1935. The present book was
written mainly while he held a temporary appointment as a
staff member during most of 1938.

Most obviously the book will be of interest to agronomists,
especially cerealists, for the attempted integration of findings
in their field in the broad setting in which these are presented.
Since few studies throw so much light upon the problem of
geographical distribution of the world’s important grain crops,
it is clearly pertinent also to students of geography, particu-
larly in its economic and agricultural aspects. It deserves to
be read not only by agricultural economists and by students
of marketing, but by economic theorists who do not shrink
from taking realities adequately into account. Based on a
vast and scattered literature, with the wide knowledge of the
author supplemented and checked by others with general or
specific knowledge on various phases, it has large significance
not only for specialists but for “generalists.”

The magnitude of the task largely accounts for the length
of the book, in spite of persistent efforts to keep its scope
within reasonable limits and painstaking pruning of the manu-
script at successive stages. In part also the length is due 10 a
desire to make the contents accessible to more than the spe-
cialists in the several aspects dealt with, Most of Parts I and
IV, for example, will be found intelligible and interesting
by those who may not care to follow the detail presented in
Parts II and IIT and the Appendix.

[nevitably such a ground-breaking work will contain errors
as well as gaps. Both the author and the Institute will welcome
corrections, criticisms, and suggestions toward improvement,
as well as additional literature on points covered herein.

JoserH S. Davis
September 30, 1939
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